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Our Death Rate therefore for 1894 was 15.6 per 1,000 of
population. The average Death Rate of the previous twelve
years, caleulated on the corrected figures, was equal to 16.8 per
1,000.

There were registered during the year 401 Births, as compared
with 429 in 1893, and 434 in 1892,

Of the 401 Births, 205 were Boys, 196 Girls. The Birth-
HRate for the year was equal to 27 per 1,000—the lowest yet
recorded. Ten years previously (in 1884) it equalled 38.9 per
1,000,

Of the 232 Deaths, 63 were children under one year of age;
97 were of children under five years of age. This means that
slightly over 41 per cent. of the deaths took place under the age
of five years. The ratio of Deaths of infants under one year of
age to every 1,000 Births was 157.1.

The Death Rate from Diseases of the Respiratory Organs,
including Phthisis, was 3.58 per 1,000 of population. The Death
Rate from Phthisis alone was 1.28 per 1,000. These figures are
satisfactorily low.

Mortality from all canses at different ages :—
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Of the 56 Deaths recorded in the last column, 18 are returned
as due to “0ld Age” or “Decay of Nature.” I have also to
record a much larger number of deaths due to * Injuries” than
any previous year in my experience. Nine deaths are returned
under this heading. Ten Coroner’s Inquests were held in the
course of the year. I refer to this matter more particularly to
again express my regret that your Council has not seen its way
to carry out my recommendation in regard to a Public Mortuary,
the need of which has been painfully apparent this year,

I desire also to draw attention, in passing, to the relatively
large number of uncertified deaths. There were nine so recorded
in the year. This is, of course, exclusive of the ten Coroner’s
Inquests above referred to. It really means that close on 4 per
cent, of the deaths were not certified to by Medical men, or
enquired into by a Coroner’s Jury.
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ZYMOTIC DISEASES.

The following table shews at a fanm! the distribution through-
out the year of the fatal cases of the principal so-called Zymotic
Diseases :—
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This represents a Zymotic Death Rate equal to 2.7 per 1,000
inhabitants.

I note with satisfaction the smallness of the numbers under
the head of Diarrhea and Dysentery; the total 10 contrasts
strongly with the corresponding figures, 30, the previous year,

The year was characterized mainly by an exceptionally mild
winter, and an abundant rainfall during the simmer months,
These conditions appear, on the whole, to have made for health.

There was no marked epidemic of any kind throughout the
year. Scarlet Fever more or less present all the year, May
excepted. Influenza, in its epidemic form, made its appearance as
a hardy annual in January and February. Two deaths only were,
however, ascribed directly to this cause,

COMPULSORY NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS
DISEASES.

The Compulsory Notification of Infectious Diseases Aect,
1889, has now been five years in operation in the District, and
has during the whole of that period worked satisfactorily and
smoothly, enabling your Medical Officer to obtain early informa-
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tion of the existence of cases of Infectious Disease. The non-
completion of our Fever Hospital during the first nine months of
the year, rendered the Act doubtless of less value than it other-
wise might have proved. Still I am clearly of opinion that, even
handicapped as we were by want of our own hospital accommoda-
tion, the henefits of the Act have far outweighed the trifling cost
to the Ratepayers involved in its working, as well as the ethical
objections which some may have entertained against it. Amon
that large class, the average careless householder, I am sure
notice a distinetly improved tone—an awakening to the sense of
the duty and desirability of checking the spread of Infectious
Diseases.

I am very much mistaken if the knowledge that each of these
cases is deemcd of sufficient importance to be reported by the
Medical Attendant, and to be then inquired into by the representa-
tives of the Sanitary Authority, has not been, among the poorer
classes at all events, a main factor in bringing about this change
of attitude.

The accompanying table shews at a glance the period of the
year, number of cases notifled, and nature of case:—
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The total of notifications the previous year was 203. It will
be noted that Smallpox, Croup, Typhus and Puerperal Fever are
fortunately absent from the list. The case of Cholera, notified in
August, was clearly a mistake in diagnosis ; the patient, at the
time of my visit, immediately after receipt of notification, had
already practically recovered.
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SCARLET FEVER.

Scarlet Fever was never wholly absent, except in the month
of May. The type was mild. In all 124 cases were reported ;
only five of them proved fatal—equal to a mortality of about four
per cent. The bulk of the cases reported during the latter half of
the year wére among children attending the Webster Road Board

-School within the city bounaary.

Seven of the cases were removed to hospital. In two
instances (previous, of course, to the opening of our hospital),
nurses were provided at the expense of the Council.

TYPHOID FEVER.

There were in all twenty cases of Typhoid and *continued
fever ” reported. These were pretty evenly distributed through-
out the year. None of the cases call for special comment. They
were all investigated and reported upon at the time. Three of
them proved fatal. Only in a small proportion (less than half) of
the cases was any default of drainage discovered. The milk
supply was also enquired into, with negative results.

DIPHTHERIA.,

I have pleasure in noting a considerable reduction as com-
pared with former years. Thirteen cases were notified as com-
pared with twenty-three last year. Mortality two; previous year,
five. Careful enquiry was made into all these cases. Serious
sanitary defects were discovered in about half the cases; nore in
the others.

DIARRHEA AND DYSENTERY.

There were only ten fatal cases—all children under five years
of age. The cool wet summer largely explains the smallness of
the numbers.

MEASLES.

Measles not being notifiable, it is difficult to speak as to the
actual number of cases. From personal observations I should say
they were few ; yet there were not less than ten deaths registered
as due to Measles, which must therefore have been, as I have often
had occasion to point out before, much more fatal than Scarlet
Fever.

WHOOPING COUGH.

Whooping Cough in like manner claimed eleven victims,
The number of cases of the disease was, however, comparatively
small. All but one of the fatal cases were under five years of age.
The recklessness with which parents, under the mistaken idea
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that this is the proper treatment, expose in the open air young
children still in the acute stage of this disease, taking them into
public conveyances and to public gatherings, calls for the strongest
censure.

INFECTIOUS. DISEASES HOSPITAL.

The Hospital situate in Binns Road and Mill Lane, con-
structed by and to be maintained at the joint expense of the West
Derby and Wavertree District Councils was opened for the
reception of Patients early in October; and is now in full working
order. It contains forty-two beds ; is built in separate blocks, for
the isolation and treatment of the various classes of Infectious
Disease other than Small por; and is equipped with all modern
appliances, including the Waskington Lyon's Steam Disinfector
for bedding, clothing, ete.

There iz an experienced Matron and excellent Staff of trained
day and night nurses,

One of the blocks contains private and isolation wards.
There is sufficient land enclosed, and prepared, to admit of the
accommodation being doubled, should future requirements necessi-
tate the extension of the present hlocks.

The hospital has been doing excellent work ever since its
opening in October last. Between that date and December 31st
seven patients from the Wavertree district have been treated in
the hospital, and a considerably larger proportion since.

DISINFECTION OF PREMISES.

All infected premises are systematically disinfected by the
Officials of the Council. Infected bedding and eclothing are
removed to the Council’s disinfecting apparatus, one of the %m.est
type of Lyon’s Moist Heat Disinfectors. After recovery, in all
cases of infectious disease, notice is at once served on the landlord
to clean down, whitewash, ete., the whole or such portions of the
infected premises as the Medical Officer may direct. During the
year 93 houses were so cleaned down upon notice being served by
the Surveyor. The number of articles removed to the gisinfecting

apparatus was 712,

INSPECTION OF PREMISES AND ENQUIRIES INTO
CONDITIONS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH.

This work has proceeded regularly throughout the year.
ﬂ\’&l’ 250 ]_]ﬂl"ﬁﬁﬂﬂl Visits fPT il’lEp-E{!tiﬂﬂ and El'll]l.li.l'}" into the
sanitary conditions of premises have been made by your Medical
(fficer ; and reports have been presented every month in reference
to these said enquiries. Among other matters, a serious nuisance
arising from the tipping of larze quantities of ashpit and other
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refuse on land adjoining Rose Lane, Mossley Hill, was reported to
your Counoil in the early part of the year. The refuse referred
to consisted of practically the whole scavenging of the neighbouring
district of Toxteth Park. This nuisance has never been more than
partially abated at any time throughout the year; and the matter
has now again assumed the proportion of a serious nuisance, in
regard to which your Council will have to take some immediate
action.

In April I reported on the desirability of closing certain
dilapidated dwellings in Hill's Place and Chapel Yard, and com-
pelling owners to place the remainder of the houses in a more
Sanitary condition. These recommendations have all been com-
E]iad with, and a very marked im]i;nrm-'ement effected thereby.

ight of the houses referred to have been permanently closed up.
A similar recommendation in regard to a number of houses in
Paradise Gardens has resulted in an equally satisfactory improve-
ment.

Among other nuisances specially reported upon were the
following :—

Nuisance arising from the keeping of pigs in Paradise Gardens.

- 3 ,» carrving on an offensive trade in Binn's
Road.

5 3t . defective drainage.

" ¥ T accumulation of manure,

5 % y» unwhitewashed privies and W.(’s.

T T " j:_ll'i"-’i-l}s in such a state as to be “a

nuisance injurious to health.”

GENERAL SANITARY CONDITIONS OF DISTRICT.

The Sanitary condition of the district generally is very good,
and much useful work for the promotion of the same has heen
carried out during the year.

The conversion of privies into water-closets has been steadily
proceeded with. In all 191 such eonversions have been carried
out during the past twelve months

The scavenging of the district has been regularly and satis-
factorily attended to by the Council's own officials, and has given
little, if any, ground for complaint. The number of ashpits
emptied was 6120. The present pattern of dry covered ashpit
containing about 20 cubit feet and provided with an iron door
opening level with the surface of the ground is found much easier
to empty and keep clean than the old style of wet ashpit, and is
practically free from smell. A serious draw-back has however to
be noted. The irrepressible and ubiquitous rag-picker finding
among the dry ashes a ready source of income, unobta‘nable from
the ulg wet ashpit, spares no device or appliance to get these ashpit
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doers open, with the result that the contents are scattered all over
the back-passages. This nuisance is increasing to such an extent

that some strong steps will sht:rrtl:j.lr have to be taken to deal with
the matter.

The flushing of the main and private drains has been attended
to throughout the year.

~The question of additional ventilating shafts to the main
drains, at certain points, is under consideration, and will as soon as
practicable be carried out. During the year several such shafts
were erected with the consent of the property owners.

The paving, sewering and completing of a number of un-
adopted streets and back-passages was proceeded with, and the

work satisfactorily finished during the year at a cost of over
£4,500,

Forty new houses have been erected during the year, and
are mostly now tenanted.

MILK HOUSES AND DAIRIES.

These have been visited from time to time. They are all
clean and properly supplied with water, drainage and other re-
quirements. The ventilation in many cases leaves much to be
desired. The means of *permanent ventilation” are too
frequently found stopped up with hay, etc , on the occasion of the
inspector’s visit. As previously pointed out the minimum cubic
sFace, 400 cub. feet required by our Bye Laws is far too meagre;
the attempt to ventilate efficiently in so small a space being generally
productive of a dranght.

Many structural improvements have however been secured
on the premises where a change of tenancy has taken place.

A very unsavory and nauseating smell is often caused by the
removal of the cow manure, even if only a few-days’ accumulation
has to be dealt with. Strong and wellgrounded complaints
frequently reach me on this score; nausea, sickness, and great
discomfort heing caused to the occupiers of houses in the imme-
diate neighbourhood of Shippons. Short of the total prohibition
of Cowsheds in towns, the only alternative would appear to be the
systematic daily collection and removal, with suitable precautions,
of the fresh manure from all such shippons.

BAKE-HOUSES.

These have been found to be in satisfactory order and
condition.
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VACCINATION.

Mr. Ellison, the Vacecination Officer for the District, has
furnished me with the following particulars :—

Births | Died hﬁ;l]mh- Removed IE:“]EH‘ No
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SALE OF FOOD AND DRUGS ACT.

Superintendent Baxendale informs me that samples of the
following list of articles were purchased for analysis during the
year, the result of the Analysis being satisfactory :—

Lard. White Pepper, New Milk.
Coffee. Butter. Whiskey.

WATER SUPPLY.

The Water Supply of the District is derived exclusively from
the Liverpool Corporation Water Works. All houses have one
tap at least direct from the main. The supply is continuous.

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS TAKEN BY THE COUNCIL.

Legal Proceedings were taken by the Council in eight cases
to compel compliance with notices previously served.

(1 & 2) H. I. Nuisance from Privy; Order to abate and
costs (43s,)

(3, 4,5) M. S, Nuisance from Privy; Order to abate and
costs (43s. 6d.)

(6, 7, 8) M. L. Nuisance from Privy; Order to abate and
costs (46s. 6d.)

I append the usual tabulated Analysis of the Death Returns

for the year.
I am, Gentlemen,

Yours faithfully,
HENRY HARVEY, M.B,, Univ. Edinbro’,
L.R.C.S,, Edinbro’,
Medical Officer of Health to the Wavertree Urban District Council,
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REPORT OF SURVEYOR AND INSPECTOR
OF NUISANCES.

L] L —

During the past year 556 Notices have been served for the
abatement of 969 Nuisances as classified below ;:—

Privies converted into water-closets and dry
ashpits ... un . 1B
Defective yard sur faces I'e_-pmled RS
Sinkstone and other waste pipes disconnected
from drains and properly tra]ilped n 38

Water-closets and privies limewashed e 248
New drainage ... WS
Nuisances arising from t.ha ]{meu of animals. 6
Accumulations of manure = 4
Defective roofs and gutters ... e 10
Defective water supply e L)
Premises eleaned down we B3
Miscellaneous nuisances e 324

969

In addition to the 187 privy conversions as the result of
notice, four have been carried out voluntarily, thus making a
total number of 191,

DISINFECTION.,

During the past year 64 houses have heen thoronghly disin-
fected and cleaned down. The following 712 articles have also
been removed and subjected to a disinfucting process :—

Beds ... LML
Mattresses e 148
Pillows ... . cie o 103
Bolsters .. LAl S
Blankets PRI
Sheets ... e Ab
Quilts ... SR | )
Carpets ... v Wl
Sundries ... 1B5

713

ASHPITS.

The number of Ashpits emptied has been 6,120,
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COWSHEDS.

Advantage has been taken of change of occupancy in the case
of several Cowsheds to obtain considerable sanitary alterations
and improvements,

PRIVATE STREET IMPROVEMENTS.

The sewering, making, and lighting of the following Streets
and Passages has been Lﬂl‘ﬂce&dm] with during the year, an expen-
diture in connection therewith amounting to £3,510 Bs. 3d.,
having been incurred :—

Binns Road, Hanskinson Street, Robson Street, Cheers Street,
Gordon Street, Lawrence Grove ; Passage between Cheers Street
and Hankinson Street; Passages between Rathbone Road and
Cheers Street; Passages between Lawrence Grove and Gordon
Street ; Passages between Gordon Street and Wellington Avenue.

STREET ADOPTIONS.

The following lengths of Streets and Passages having been
duly formed and made, have heen adopted :—

Streets 86 feet wide ... ... 80% lineal yards,
el e Ry ¥
e i e v, R .
Paved passages 12 feet wide ... 82 4
- selg e Sy -
Flagged passages 7 feet wide ... 22 2
3 ST e R 2
i3 1 3%’ ] £e 39 "
= i 3 2 T i

The number of public Lamps is 455,

The Rateable Value of the District is £102,754, and the
number of Assessments 8,179.
W. H. TRAVERS,

Surveyor and Inspector of Nuisances.
























