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BOROUGH _OF WATFORD

Health Department,
Town Hall,
WATFORD.

July, 1952

TO THE WORSHIPFUL THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in syMitting my ninth Anmual Report and the Thirtleth of
its kind for the Borough. My Interim Report which was presented to you in
February contained much of the details now included but at that time without the
soamparative data from the Registrar Ceneral some of its significanoce was lost.
Also In these dzys when 1little time i3 left for thought after routine and
preasing duties have been performed the Anmal Report cannot be finished until
the "holiday" nanth of August.

n the statistiocal side 1951 may be considered a satisfaotory year, the
sepond lowest Infant Mortality Rate belng recorded, with no maternal deaths and
no deatha from infeoticus diseases In spite of large outbresaks of Measles and
Whooping Cough. 1t oannot be amphasised too often that these two Infeotious
dlseases, namely Measles and Whooping Cough, are now the most serious fram the
nurbidity os well as the mortality point of vlew amongst small ohildren.
Satisfaotory control, as well as reasaizble housing conditions and a knowledge
of how to mumrse ahlldren suffering from those diseases goes a long way to Keep s
the death rate dom, as well as reduce long term 11lness In the child population.
There are, however, still far teo many Injurdes and even deaths amongst ohildren
due to home aocoldents which can be prevented.

Last year I mentlioned an upward trend in the tuberoulosis notifications and
I glve later an explanation to ascount for a further rise in 1951 1 hope to
see tuberculosis In the next ten years go the sane way as diphtheria in the last
ten years but the problem is not nearly such en easy one. It must not be
forgotten that "to find" i{s the first essentlal, then "to isclate" (not :
neocessarily in the old sense of this term) and all the time "to educate®. Those
are the keys to the oontrol of tiils discase. The weapons for finding and :
lsolating are Improving quickly but cducation hos to start afresh almost with
each new oase and family. The setting up of a Library Service for domioiliary
tuberouloals patients iz 2 sound preventive measure and one to be weloamed.
8inilar provision, of course, is also made for tuberoulosis patients in hospital.

Although Watfard can be justifisbly proud of 1ts consistently low Infant i
Hortallty Rate there s still 2 vasctage of child 11fe wilthin the realms of ,f
prevention. More oareful classification helps to pin point the opportamities [N
which exist for lowering still frther the mmber of still births and infant
deaths, particularly those as a resul’ of hone aocidents. Other 1linea of
approach are indioated elsewhers. f

The oensus figures for the population over 65 years of age are not yet
available in detall tut it scems quite certain that the mmbers are increasing
yeor by year and will contfnue to do so In spite of the strain of the inoreasing
spead of lifa to~day. By next year a report of the Survey by the Btaff of the
Londmn School of Hygiene will reveal the services avallable to 01d People both 3
in Health and Sicdkmess so that at the present moment any coments on the position
would be prepature beyond saying that the Hospltol Meanagement Comittee is { I
reviewlng its provision of beds for the Aged Sick partioularly <hming the wintar
Hﬂnﬂ'ﬁ- |
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2 Much has been sald and written about oo~operation within the National
‘Health Service but a mament's reflection on the pre=1948 era does not conjure up
a memory of perfeotion. However, I feel oertain that every year brings an
3 anent In tean work towards the common goal of promoting the health of the
ividual within the ocarunity.

Even seven years after the end of hestilities 1t will be noted from the
"Report of the Senlor Sanlitary Inspector that little ean be done to Improve the
“1iving conditions for fanilies acoormodated In old property. Where at all

possible deterioration is checked but the position must be viewed with growing

fdin fet since good housing conditions are recognised as =n essential priority In
qgt-armt.lm 111-hua1%h both physical and nental. R 4

I shall be very sorry to leave Watford but the happy working arrangenents
with the Ceneral Practitioners, Hospital and Teaching Staffs will remain o very
pleasant memory.

Although Dr. M. Ward {s not a nmember of the Boroaugh 8taff she has been
most valuable as a Deputy with her knowledge gained from many years! work in
Watford.

L, I iy :--.‘.|+'J-L|'_;-HE

I an grataful to Mr. Jacob who, during hls nany years In Watford, has
built up an almost unique nine of Information whish he has always willingly
placed at my disposal, and it has provided a background for the taam work
axlsting anongst the District Inspectors. Mr, Marsden deserves 2 special word
of thanks for his qulet but persistent work on all aspeots of Food Hyglene.

. —_— -

: Often forgottcn arc the Rodeny Operatives, Department Asslstant and, of
. oourse, the Clerical Staff who corplete the team,

Onoe again I should like to thank the Council for tho never falling

bagking which I have recelved right through from the diffiocult days of 1943 to
the uncasy poace of 1952

I hava the honour to be
Your cbodient Servant,

Ra CoM« PEARSCN.
Hedleal Officer of Hoalth,



SECTIG "AY

ZT1 It DCIAL CONDITIOHE OF
Aren (zores) s
Estimated olvilian pnpulat.tm to mld—year 1951 S
Hunber uf inhabited houses (estimated) i
Rateable value at l.[. 51 ¥
Sun represanted by a pemny rate era
Number of Live Births =  Majg _Fomalg

Legitimate Lok LT

Illegitimate E fE
0

—— . ———

Nunber of Atill Birthg -

« B B 5

Lagttimt-a 13 15
Illagitinate = E

Total mmber of Births

(Live and Still) Ve 1,047
Total mmber of Deaths waw e 32?
Causes of Deathi= :_L?_ZQ. Bﬁ'
Tuberoulosis, respiratory ... sen
Tuberenlosis, other P ran 2 2
8yphilitic disease ave 3 L
Diphmfiﬂ o 'y = -
Whooping Cough i S = -
Meningooooeal Infootions e 1 -
Asoute polianyelitis sew 3 -
Heasles ers - -
Other infective and parasitie discasca see 2 2
Malignant neoplasm, stomach ... e 18 20
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus “ee o 20
H*:ligtenﬂ neuplm, breast ... saw 16 Q
Maliment neoplasm, ULCTUS ... S 6 :
Other maligant -nd lymphatic neoplasms aes 79
Leukaamia, aleukacmio e sue ]
Dizbotos e Ty .3 5
Vasoular lesions of nervaus systan aes 106 112
Cormary disease, angina ... iad 86 %
Hypertension with heart disease i 32
Other heart discase - A ‘ne 102 123
Other ciroulatory disense ... P 3l 35
Influenza Qe P 2 23
Pnewnonia ves ee 49 g _
Bronohitis vew L6 1
Other discases of ms;:!rat.or:.r E;rsmn vus 6 12 |
Uloer of stamech and duodomum ep 12 13 f
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea e by 1 ¥
Nephritis and nephrosis P e 6 L 3
Hyperplasiz of prostate san veu 16 13 .
Congenital malformations ... o ag 6 i
Other defined and {ll-defined discascs ann 70 '
Motor Whiﬂlﬂ apneldenta e aas 6 5 9
All other accidents i see 10 20 bt
&liﬂidﬂ - LN 12 9 g
Homielde and operations of war wen - =5 ¥
fl-].'l. oalsas e - Ba Egg -
— 5 L L}
1




Infantile Deaths (under 1 year) - '
Hale

Fanelg Total

Legitinmate 12 7 19
Illegitimate gt e S
el cerdes 23

E!lﬂ Rate ond Death Rate, 1951

AE b opielh

London Admin- 126 County
England istrative Boroughs and

Watford  and Waleg Coynty Creat Towng

l_‘w-

Birth Rate (per 1,000

population) -
y Btill Births 0.1l 0u 36 Q37 0. 45
- Death Rate (per 1,000
population) -
All souses 1L 4 12,5 151 13, 4t
Whooping Cough 0, 00 0. 01 0,01 0. 01
Diphtheria 0, 00 0, 00 0.00 0. 00
Influenza 0. 32 0, 38 0. 23 0,36
Typhoid and
Paratyphoid 0 00 0. 00 0, 00 0. 00
Tuberculosis 0.22 0.31 0. 38 0. 37
8mallpex 0, 00 0.00 0,00 0. C

houte Polianyelitis
{ inaluding Polic—

encephalitis) 0. 00 0. 00 0. 00 0.01
Pnenmaniz 0. 77 0. 61 0. 61 0. 65
Diarrhoea md
Enteritis
(under 2 yoars)
per 1,000 live
births) N. K. 1.4 0.7 L6
Haternal Murtality Rate -
(por 1,000 total births)
Puerperal Sepsls 0.00 0. 10
Othar puerporal
pouses 0,00 0,69
All puerperal
csos 0,00 0. 79
4 Infant Hortality Rate -
All infants, per 1,000 live births ... ess 18,7
Legitimate Inranr.s. per 1,000 legitinmate live birl‘.ha SRR 1

I1lagitimate infants, per 1,000 {llegitimate 1live births ,.. 0.0
1 AT

Watford Watford England and England and
2950 1931 Msleg 1990 Woles 1951,

Birth Rate (1ive births) 13,9 1.0 15,8 15, 5
Death Rate 10,8 1L4 11.6 12,5
Infant Mortality Rate 231 18.7 29,8 29,6
Matermal Mortality Rote 0, 00 0, 00 0. 86 0.79

- 7 =



Caments -
(1) Infeotious Diseasas.

After tvo sucoessive years of epidemic pcliomyelitis, 1951 was notable the
1ts outbresks were limited to certain parts of the oountry with anly aporadic
pes0s eldewhere. Wotford was fortunate in having only three paralytio mr
and one non-paralytio oase. ]

. Bvarlet Fever notifications fell, but yuite a severe wutbreak of Catarrhal
Jamdice ooourred in the town during the spring and early summer. A% that same
time the highest mumber of notifications of moasles was recordad.

(2) Yiglence.

Five persans lost their lives in motor wchicle ascidents in Hat.rntﬂ (aflx
last year)., There were seven fatal home nceidents compared with four last year,
Looking at it from the polnt of view of nge at least six fatal accidents
ooourred in people over 70 years of age ond six in ohildren under five,

(3) Birth Rage.

The birth rate remained almost the smme at 10 (13.9 last year). This
figure has remained for a2 numbcr of years considerably below the natiunal '
figure but it would secem that it 15 now steocdying.

Giving consideration to tho incidence of prematurce births, (l.e., 5% lbs,
and under In weight), the figures are 6.1: in 1951 and 5,65 in 1950, Putting
these premature births inte their welzht groups they oan be tabulated as
follows -

2 1lbs. and under “os 2
2 1bs. to 3 1bs. A L
3 lbss to L4 lba. Vae 18
Ll- lbs. to 5 1bs. “nw u-l-
5 1bs, to 5* 1bs. Y ﬂ;

Ten deaths took place amongst these children (males l, females 6). 8Six during
the first 2L hours =nd the remnining four whilst under one week old. No
premature bables dfed within the first month af tor discharge from hospital.

(4) S5l Birth Rate.

The rato of 26,7 is a considercble incroase on last year, but once again
mist be taken Into considerction at the same time as the infant mortality rate
which has fallen almust to lta lowest figure recorded. '

Classifying the reason for the various still=births whore it could be :
aaﬁeﬂai:l:ed with a falr degree of certainty, the South-West Herts flgures are as
set out belowi-

Promaturity and Toxaemia ... 41 ; g
Prematurity and othor causes 1° 1 2
Toxacmia ... ST s 5 4 3
Malformation 7 J.Z 8
Birth injury 9 Iﬁ
Plagental Disecase ... s 3 2
E!Ttmb:!.&ﬁtﬂﬂis pee wen o a ;
Maternal Diseaso van (TR 5
gﬂlﬂmaﬁ}’&lw of Cord iEE 1 10
ause unknown ded L J& i _&_
—— | —
<

:
:
5
!

Quite possibly the 1951 figures arc oxoopt
to peraist but details revecl a morked increase due t-u .
melpositions of the cord as well as a risc In the rate due to arytiroblastosis.

—B-r



(5) Deaths fn Infancy.
' poton TS LIEFR.2 F57.Pa Bgep bettered only once, n 1949 (18.6), and is well

The following causes of death amongat Infants under one were roecorded:-

1947 1948 1949 1950 1951
Promatan (ty 15 5 3 5 5
Hﬂrmﬂ’-m 8@ LR Y 5 2 l Z 3
Birtih an.l.!"lﬂS 0w Tr - 3? j I-I
Collapse of lung s sam 3 1} 3 2 2
Respiratory discases e a 1 3 2 1
Other diseases of InfanNcy ... 6 L 5 3 2
Infentious diseases - L 2 3 =
lﬂ-ﬁidﬂ.’ﬂ.tﬂ saa T E 2 - - 2
Hot traoed 2 i - - -
N GRS T (e |-
There i3 still scope for further reduction amangst aeccidental deaths, but
too much cmphasis rust not be placed on these figures year by year, but rather

whan taking into ascount a2 number of years.

0t the 19 Infant deaths cocurring In 1951, ten died within 24 hours, =
further three leas than a week old and another three whilst still under one month
old, leaving three during the next eleven months.

The neo-natal death rate was therefore 15,7 ocompared with 15.9 In 1950,

'(6) Death Rate. The rate of 11.5 was slightly higher than last year, probably
due to mn Increase In deaths due to Influenza. No naternal deaths cogurred.

(7)  Bex of Infants.

Tho sex ratic of 1,030 boys to every 1,000 girl Infants is z little higher
than last year,

(8)  Illegltipate Births, (por 1,000 total births).
mnd and Wales. atf ord.
1939 % T 50
FEe o =
19l 67 [t
1947 52 B8
1948 51 52
1949 50 56
1950 51 36
1951 51 49



SECTION _"B"
PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES IN THE ARBA.
(ENERAL.

Further progress has been made by the opening of sixteen additional beds at
Holywell Hospital for the care of tuberculosis and the upgrading of another ward
which should be ready in 1952, Also there has been a steady reduotion in the
walting liste for admission to Geoneral Hespitals with the notable exception of ¢
aged sick during the winter months. This metter has given the Hospital
Meanagzement Comnmittoe concern and is beilng fully investigated.

1t was possible to go right through 1951 without having to curtall the
arrangements for the removal of tonsils and adanoids.

The Rehablilitation Unit under the care of the Hospital Management Committee
is now In full swing at Garston Manor, taking patients not only from the Watfo 4
hospitals, but much further afield

The neoegsity for every possible degree of co-operation, both within the
National Health Service and betweon it and its allied services has been
recognised by national oirculars and steps will be taken in 1952 to bring about
further irvprwa-'mts It cannot be emphasised, however, too often that such
co~operation 15 o porsonal matter and depends upon frequent mectings, both as
individuals ond groups at all levels so that froe discussion can take plase and
difficulties reach solution.

It 15 a pleasure to record here that the work started in 1950 by the Btaff
of the London Schoel of Hygiene has begun to get into its full stride and on more
than one oceasion hag been able to produce evidence of great value to the buildeu
of tho service in the area. At this stage 1t would only be fair to say that a
aspects of the use made of the Notional Health Berviece by old people are being
studied, that o survey has started enquiring into thoe cases of congenital
ralrmﬂtima efforts are being made to find the most cconomie and effective
method of anﬂrﬂing information by Jmerel Practitioners about their patients and
that many aspeots fundamental to the plamning of future development on now os
are being Investigated. Obviocusly nuch of this infornation will take quite a
long time to colleot and will therefore not be available for perhaps some J'am .
come, but all the szme It can be considered a ecredit to the health services in th
area that this type of work can be undertaken without causing dis-harmmony by the
enquiries undertaken.

(a) cClinic Services.

The arrangonents nade for the treatient of scables In the patients! home
have proved satisfactory.

B e e S R r
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(1v) Attondancos at Anto<tlatal ond Post~Natal Clinios.

| Ante=latal __PosteNatal Consultations

&
|First Visits ' Revisits | First Visits ER&HEH& "Fﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁh

i
i Central Clinic i ,
‘- 1951 | 302 ' 1676 201 | kes 7l

Stanborough | | ' !

1951 6l 251 vy M 337

(v) Day Nurseries.

Thraighout the year the syston of checking 2ll adniszsions and raeviewing all
thoze In attendanee in June and Deoenber has beon carried ocut with satisfastory
results, :

Becolwood Doy Mursery was opened in October 1951 and took the plaoe of
Beulah Hall which was In requisitioned property. This is a Nursery taking
children of 211 ages up to five years, beautifully designed and caonstructed on the
unit systam. It has been visited by representatives of many other Loanal
Authoritios.

(vl) Bealth Visiting

Durdng 1950 18,053 visits wore made but the figure fell during 1951 to
12,992, The actual number of visits has fallen =s much as LOb during the last
three years, but this should be taken as on indjcation that the fregquency and
scope of health visiting has altered so that unloss tho type of fanily
neogssitates a freguent cheek . being kept, the visit becomes more aciztive and
personal.

{vil) Hane Nursing.
Visits nade during 1950 were 45,51L which rose to 50,034 in 1951, some of
thoe inorease being due to the fact that nursing services are rendered outside the
Borough boundardes.

{b) Laboratory Services.

Provision 1s available for Inwestigation of all outbresks of irfoctious ]
disease ond as will be seon from the Senior Sanitary Inspector's report help mas
willingly eiven when 1t was neocssary to Investigate small outbreaks of food
polsoning.

{0) Health Edusation.
The work of consolidating the gains brought zbout by the introduction of

bye=laws under the Food and Drugs iet has been the main feature of work durdng the
year.

{d) National Aasistance Aet, 1918,
Seotion L7. No ecase has roquired Investigation.
Seetion 50. Arrangements were nade on two occasions (four in 1950).
(e) Swlmning Baths. :
Bamples of the water were taken monthly during the year, during or
irmediately af ter groups of school children had been swimiing in the pool, On all

oosasions the samples were very sztisfoctory, very fow organisms being found and
none at all of a faecal type.

D



SECTIONS "C', "D¥, AND “E".
SUNITARY CIRCIMSTANCES IN THE AREA, ETC.

WATER.

Mr. L. C. Kimberlin, A.M. 1.CiE. y Hs Ii“{Ei. Water Engineor and Hmaﬂﬁrl
kindly supplied the fﬂllmtn.g Information:=

The supply has been satisfactory, both in quantity and quality,
ghout the year 1951. Owing to exigenocies in comection with the
installation of the electrical punping plant at Watford Flelds Pumping Station
the quantity of water punped and softened at that Station was below namal and
congequenco approximately one quarter ocnly of the total quantity of water
supplied to the Borough was softened. No progress has been made In

taining Covermment sanction to Install softenlng plant at The Crove Pumpling
?Btatlm, which would anable the whole supply to be softened.

i P” Bactariclogioal exaninatims of the supply were made regularly, as
0

1. Watford Flelds Bupply:

Raw watar. Menthly.

Treated watern,. Healkly.

Hizh Lewel Reservoir. ) HMonthly, staggered
Low Level Reservoir. ) fortnightly.

| Chlorine residual tests of the water leaving the Punping Station weore
{ taken hourldy, and the supplies from the High Level and Low Level Reservelrs
iwere similarly tested, ot Ihourly intervals, 3

~...

2. The Grove Supply:
Raw watoer ' Fortnizhtly.
Treated water ) Monthly, staggerod
Reservoir ) fortnightly.

Chlorine realdual tests ur tho water leaving the Punplng Station weroe
‘takan at hourly intervols.

: With the exoeption of o slight abnamallty In one sample from the Watford
‘Fields supply oaused by bacteria of a non-faccal type, which was eliminated
by the super-ohloramine treatment, before going into supply, all the analyses
‘mhowed the supply to be of a high standard of purlty.

:
Bapterial analyses of somples taken quarterly from the area of the Barough
‘gerved by the Colne Vzlley Water Company have z2lso proved entlrely satlsfactory.

Chemiocal analyses of the raw water 2t Watford Fields and The Grove have
'ghown that the water fron both those sources is hard in character but of the
highest standard of organic purity.

'-HHI There 13 no plumbo solveroy.
{1 The work of removing the ball hydrants, whioch In cortain ciroumstances

are a potantial souroe of pollution of the water supply has been ocompleted this
year,

¥






The following table is a record of the visits and inspections made by the sanitary
pectors during the year 1951.

ey

Public Health Act ' 287
) Hﬂlﬁmﬁ-.ﬁ.ﬂ-ﬁ - o 22?
Overcrowding S g : 8L
1 Factories = o ree ses 32
Rats and Hice Infestatien -
Premisgcs inspected | 116
Sewer baiting b b 2R 12
Other visits . Mo , 51
General -
Refuse accommodation P - - 517
hﬂpm: of ﬂl‘llmﬂlﬂ e XK _H
Tents, vans and sheds S S 61
Theatres, cinemas, atc. A ! 26
Pﬂhliﬂ hﬂ.‘lﬂﬂﬂ [N N - ?D
ﬂﬂhﬂﬂl& #aw @ E
. Bmoke observations and Industrial nuisances sia 178
Vacant land and dumps iee iaw T
Vorminous premises = initial Inapections asa i 10
Fly preventicn i 1l
Other insect pests aus o . 3l
Drainage inspections and tests sen ' 329
Infectious discases e w e s . 181
mx’m =nd passages wmw wew 5
P‘Eﬁ'ﬂlﬂlﬂ -&-ﬂtﬂ LN LN 61
mﬂ?ﬂ Mt - | 21
Rag Flock & other Filling Hatarials Aot, 1951, ... 2l
m Pl'ﬂﬂﬂﬁdinﬁﬂ LN} LN | -&
Interviews with owmers “un 5 | 431
Miscellaneous visits o e , 597
Premises Under Notlece = ;
Public Health Act = Houses ... ane 463
Public Health Act = Others ... S - 280
Housing Act L ik ! 670
| Other revisits cus aes . n
| Meat and Foods =
Slaughterhousocs ks iinw . 2,750
Visits re food Inspecticn A . sek _ 574
Butchers shops an - %
Hal:mmgars. poulterers and Ir! aﬂ fish shops PR 1
Crocers, greengrocers and fruiterers o 26
Dairies and milk shops wae S | =0
Ice cream premises o _ 114
Restaurants and dining rocrs ... e 2l2
Preserved food rooms i he Ly
Hilk samples aid o ' | 52
lce cream samples e ' . e g5
Food (Adulteration) snr.u:rlus A T
Food (Bacteriologleal) samples i 29
Public HMarket e P 190
Balohousos e i B0
Other foed proniscs aee stk : 16
Buspected food polscning Eew sen 7
|
1 9,651
2 . |
| Number of camplaints roceived and investigated e , 1,163




NULISANCES ABATED 4ND DEFECTS REMEDIED,

HOUSES ~ |
Roofs repaired or renowed sus sue i 105
Walls repointed, rendered or repairod AP | L7
Dangerous walls robuils - con | i
Wallplaster ropairad e - 121
| Floors repaired or renewed yas ahE l L2
! Cellings repaired or renewad S i , 61
! Windows repalred or ronewed b aes | 1{;
Firaplaces repalred or ranawed ... nes !
| Cocking ranges repaired or renowed sas ] - T
Coppers provided or ropalred Ry Ve | 2
| Sinks provided or renewed s " ih i L
| Wasteplpes repaired or renewed ... P ! 10
E Interior water supply provided ... cay i 1
| Repairs te water supplics voe wes | 8
| Rainwater pipes repaired or renowed Si% 76
; Eaves guttering repalred or ronewed “as 8L
; Stairs repaired or renawed sos aee ¢ 4
| Doors repaired or renewed S 5 I 2 .
| Coalhouses provided or repalred ... s 1
: Chinneys and stacks repaired or abolished Lé
- Yards, ete. paved or repaired L . 2
! Damp proof courses provided .y P 17
; Rooms cleansed and redecorated ... ae 12
| Aditional ventilation provided ... . 1
‘; aub=f loor ventilation Impt‘WEd T aew 1
DRATNACGE =
Drzins or sewers oleared of obstructlion e el
Dralns or sewers ropaired or reconstructed can 33
ﬂesspﬂﬂlﬂ rl}pi'.il"ﬂﬁ or ronewad waw “ea r !
Soil pipes, vent shafts, etc,, repaired or renewed ... 8
| Compartrments repaired e e 28
i Compartments oleonsec “en wes 3 |
; Pedostals renewed cos s 27 |
| Cisterns repaired or renewed . wka Lo |
| Flushpipes repaired or retewed ... ans 10 |
| MISCELLANEQUS - |
E Dustbins pru‘ﬂ ded e [ TT) I M i
! Offensive accumulations rosoved ... e 5
| Animals = nuisances abated ses ee 1
| COMTRAVENTIONS REMEDIED IN - _
! Butchers prenises iy et 6 |
5 Tents, vans and sheds “sa cee 1
| Miscellansous L vew 1
' 1,315
AMINISTRATION = NOTICES.
| Complied | COutstanding at
Served | with | 31st Dec., 1951.
Public Health Act, 1936: 1
Informal iis 2l | 257 6l
statutory 138 ! 147 : 11
Housing fct, 1936, i
Informal e 117 105 i 89
Statitory ave 18 16 12
Facteries hct, 1957:
Informal ane , 29 15 L3
Food & Drugs hct, 1938 ... ; 57 21 66
Pests (Destruction) Act. | 1 - 1
| 606 571 286

i
=
[=5%

1
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During the immediate post war years the sanitary inspectors had to deal with a large
acourmlation of sericus housing defects and invariably these wera brought to thelr notice
via complaints from harassed toenants.

The high cost of repairs in conjmotion with the camparatively low controlled ronts
of cottage properties dictated the policy, from 1548 onwards of restricting Notices to
the niaimm repairs essential to malntain thess properties In a habitable conditicn,

The figures in the [ollowing table clearly demonstrate the effect of this reduced
activity by the sanitary incpectorsi=

Houging dafects remedied in eonplianeco with MNotlces

1947 | 10i8 19l 1350 e vt |
39133 1 Ly 024 L 1phi7 . 1,180 PoLge2; |

The same ciroumstonces have discovrapged oamers fron voluntarily undertaking meny routine
items of property maintenancs such as the palnting of woodwork, repointing of walls, ete.

It can be sald that there Is o slow ™t continuous deterioration In the state of
. rMapalr of most of the low rented hovses wichin the Borough and it 1s umllikely that this
will be halted until ti.e sanizary iizpectz 3 can resumé their normal house to house
inspection work. ©Befare this can 2 duse the cost of bullding repalrs must be reduced
or the Rent Restricticns Acts amendod.

117 Housling Act and 140 Public Heaelth Act Informal notices were served during 1951
requiring the executicn of renalrs, and in cnly 2 caszes was It necossary for the Council
to serve statutery notices. Six of these notices were enforced by the Councll carrying
out the repalrs In default of tho ciiers.

ING3.

One outcome of the heusing shorsage {5 =n fnercase in the number of caravan dwelllngs.
There are now more caravan dwallinpgs than there are sultable sites avallable and, In common
with other local anthorities; the Dorough Councll ls concerned over the unsatisfactory
sltas which are belng uvsed,

_—

During 1951 2i¢hteen caravan ¢nullinns have been placed in the Borough contrary to
the provisions of the Hertfordsh!rce Cuunty Council Acte  Proceedings have been instituted
against the occuplers of two of these ard In both cases the Court made an Urder to remove,

NEW HOUSES.

The Borough Enpgfneer has kindly sopplind the undermentioned informetion regarding new
houses erected during 1571,

'Ea.] By the Local Autaorizy = 7?70} Totel mumber of hcuses built since
‘(b) By private individuals - 20 ) 1946 = 1,833

The Borough Treasure: haos kindiy sippilied the fellowing Information:=-

1s Mumber of Council houses cocuplod ai 31st Decenber, 1951, ree 34255
2. Mumber of requisit!cnod pranises ccoupled on 31st Decenber, 1951, 92
3, Mumber of families housod in roouzisiticned prenises on

31st Decenber, 1951, waw 201

In accordance with the peoli-y adoptad by the Counclil 130 statutory notices were
gserved during 1951 cn tha Guisers cr the occuplers of premises requiring the provision of
dustbins, In U5 cases the not!lces were enforced by the supply of dustbins in default.
ng oymer unsuccessfully appealed asninst the notice served upon him,

ABATEMENT,

Intemittently throuchout the yoor densc smoke has been emitted from seven factory
chimneys within the Borough, and people 1iving near to the lfactorles have from time to
time suffered 2 sevore nulsance,

' A atatutory notico wos served In Apzl) reguiring a laundryman to abate a serious

moke maisance. During the six months thot this notloe remained In force the chlmney
Was Kept under cbscrvatlon and smoke wos recorded ¢n several occaslans but not In such
quantity as to constlitute a statutory muisonce.
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INSPROTION AND SUPERVISION OF FCOD,.

During 1951 the following meat and other foods were condemned as unfit for l:n.nm

consumption.

HOME KILLED MEAT AND OFFAL.

Beef (including 66 carcases)
Pork (including 61 carcases)
Veal (including 33 oarcases)
Mutton (including & carcases)
Offal from Bovines =

7658 heads

T23 tongues
2,507 sots lungs
178 hearts

B e ———— g = e TEE—

I 388 sp1eens

184 skirts

| 188 tripes and 70 manifolds
71 uddars

27l sets intestinea

63 talls

65 sats of feet
Blooe

Offal from Plgs =
209 plucks
110 livers
99 sets lungs
217 haads and tongues
19 other organs

Otfal from Sheep and Lamba =

53 plucka

455 livers

115 sots lungs
319 other organs

Offal from Calves =

42 heads
103 plucks
! 74 other organs

j IMPORTED MEAT.
| Boef
Mutton

Pork
Offal

OTHER F0ODS.

Baoon
Wet fish

s r——— e

4oL cang Ham
43 cans Corned meats

rEe
LN
-

592 1livers and 1,282 part livers

LN

&

L

LN

450 mesenteries and other fat

[N

LN )

L
LR
LA

LN |
L

L
LR N ]
LR

LN ]

A
LN
IRl
e

LI

1,922 cans and 10 barrels Fruit
g2 gans Pruit and tomate juices

|
!
|
E Curaed fish
|
|

2,59l cans Milk
1,126 cans Varlous meats
1,750 cans Vegetables

285 cans Soups
i 5 gans Jam and marmalade
&2 oans Cereals
136 cans Sardines

-
LN ]
LEL
LR |
(R
L
RN

LR

LIS

W@
LU
L
LN ]
LA
LN
LR

-

L]

LN
RO
']

RN}
[N ]

o

LN
LN ]
LR

LU
-
[N
LN ]
LR
LR
[N ]
N
LN
LY
LER
e
LR
LR

LR

Carried forward

Lbs.
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i Lbs.
Brought forward | 224,232
62 cans Sausages o' e { 55
22 cans Tamatoes i ! 632
12,832 cans Liver paste ... os | 2,606
Sweets and chocolates il i 181
« Oareals | 200
ﬂuﬂiﬁd Hﬂ‘ﬂ“ & n @ 15
Dried fruit mixture . il LT
IGE crean EE N | SU
Shell eggs and dried eges vew i 33
]h"l&d ft‘l.'llt Baw Ewa | 55
| Milk powder | 1,504
Fﬂ.lll'- Wdﬁll'.lgs Ty - | 20
Custard Powder ! 28
| R&hﬁltﬂ LR LR :. 2«&0
| Cooked fish ple di ; 112
| Dm e E P Mﬂ
I Imperted gease i S ! 83
Eﬂw LR L] : 126
19 bottles Sauces i 14
Gl'ﬂﬂﬂﬂ LE] e E ; 3‘1
Tﬂ'ﬂ- LN ] LR : ]i"
Etmiu TR T ' lm
235 gans Baby foods S o . 66
120 table jellles S = L 51
Miscellanacus cee s ; b7

!

|
Total | 231,011

Total welght of meat and othér foods condermed during the year 1951 = 103 tons,
26WtS, , 2 qtrs., 11 1bs. This 13 20%tong less than was condemned during 1950.
Compardson of the two years figures show that although scme 10 tong nore foodstuffs were
eondemned In shops and warehouses during 1951, 30% tons less meat and offal were
emdenned In the slaughterhouses. This is not duo to a lowering in the standard of
meat inspection, The reasons may be =

1. The falling !noidence of tuberculosis In cattle slaughtered in Watfords

2, Tho encouragement which the Ministry of Focd glve to famers to send only
fat cows to the collecting centros, and

3,  The total number of cows slaughtered in Watford during 1951 was 40O less than
durding 1950,



Tha rollowing table Indicates the cxtent of tuberculcsis and other idseascs round

n post=morten exanination of thoe animals slaughteored during the year 1951

| cattle !  Sheep |
: |excluding | Cows | Calves | and | Plgs
oecwa | Lemba !
| Number killed and inspected 6,263 | 1,577 3,883 | 13,188 | 5,093
i All diseases except Tuberculosis. | | i | :
Whele carcases conderned 5 5 25 B | 53
Carcases of which some part or ' !
organ was candemned | 24556 632 | 10 582 | 70B
Percentage ¢f the number ] | ’
inspected affected with discases | | |
| other then Tuberculosis. | 40.9 | o4 | 0.9 | L5 _lh-5=
| Tuberculosis Only. ! ! ! ;
i Whole carcases cocndemned i 27 | 29 | 8 I - 8
| Carcases of which scme part or | ! | :
organ was conderned re | W3k | 2 | = ISIUl
| Percentage of the number inspected | ; _ i
affected with Tuberculosis. 8.0 29.3 | 0.3 | - 3,0 i

For corpariscn purposes, the percentages of the animals found to be dissased during
the post=war years arc set out in the following table,

Cattla | . | Sheep | ‘
(exuitding | Cows | Calves | and = Plgs
| oows | ' | Lambs |
| Percentage of the nunber i | '
inspected affected with diseases | i i
other than Tuberculosis: . ! | ;
1947 33.6 35.8 %8 | ARLIINE
19m . ig:j .}?h 0 0! 9 ' 2 | E?'I g'
1949 coe b | 375 0B | 5, 206
, 1950 2,5 30.8 09 | T3 13
= 1951 von ho.9 | Lok 09 | ks 1.5
| Percentage of the number : ! ’ i i
| 1inspected affected with { ! i |
| Tuberculosis: ! 5 | i
. |
! 19&5 L lzlil- I J;Ij'l-ls | Dl'5 I - : T‘g
i 191[9 e 10, 0 E 38. [ ! 2 | -y 51
1950 |00 10.5 ¢ [ 3605 1] 21 o Ol | i 55
1951 : 8.0 | 29,3 | 03 | - 30

CONGENITAL TUBERCULOSIS,

suring the ye.r 8 calves, cajparcd with 20 during 1950, were found to be Infected
with tuberoulosis of conpgenital origin. Four of these calves could not be identified;
the remalning four wers notifled to the Divisional Veterinary Offloer of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries, Aninal Health Division, whose investigations on the [ams
conoarned resulted in the detecticn of one tuberenlous cow. This cow was slaughtered
befarg action could be taken under the Tuborceulosis Order.

Representations have been mada to the Ministry of Food regarding the unsatisfactory
mathod of labelling oalves in the Collecting Centres; the gurmed labels that are used
are froquently detashed during tronsit of the animals to the slanghterhouse and thay
cannot thereafter be identifiad.




.__

CYSTICERCUS BOVIS.

370 cases of Cysticerous bovis wore discovered in the 7,8L0 cattle slaughtered in
Watford during 1951. This gives an Incidence rate of l. 7% compared with & 0% for the
year 1950 and L.2: far 1949,

The Infected carcases were received from no leoss than 58 collecting ccntres In the
South of England extending over a wide area, Animals imported direct from Ireland
showed an incidence of 6,05

One earcase was found to be heavily infected with vizble cysticercl and was
condanned.

Tha following tabla shows the sites of the cysts In the lightly Infected carcases.
These carcases ware sterilised and used only for manufacturing purposes i=

Head |
sxternal Internal j |
| Mossoter | Masseter | Tongue | Heart Diaphragm
i Huscle Muscle | |
Viable Cysts 78 19 e o
Degonerate Cysts 1y . 28 8 Ve A A |

The cysts in 96 cases (267 were viable indicating that the Infections were of
recent origin. Thls compared with 3 for the yoar 1950,

DI ANDMALS ACTS.

During tha yoor symptoms of notifiable diseases were faund en four cccasions In
aninals slaightered as Yeasualties" in Watford. The cases of suspected inthrax and
Foot and Mouth Disgease woere not confirmed by the Ministry of Agrliculture, but two cases
of suspactad Swine Favar were confirmed ond appropriate action was taken by the
responsible muthorities.

There are seven prenises within the Berough in which ice eream 1s manufactured.

. The producers are well aware of the importance of naintalning a high standard of hyglene

throughout thelr processing and thelr co-cperztion with the sanitary inspectors has been
good,

Samples of lea crean are freguently submitted for bagtericlogleal examinaticon and
the following table shows tho results of the T4 samples which were taken durding 1951.

Crade 1 39 ) 81% of total
Grade 11 20 ) satisfactory.
Grade 111 14 .

| Grade 1V 1

106 premises within the Borough are rogistered for the sale of ice cream but cn the
great majority of these wrapped Ice cream only 1s sold.

icd

By a Statutory Order which came Into force on the lst March, 1951 the Ministry of
Food prescribed that loce croom shall contaln net less than 5: of fat, 10 of sugar and
7.5% of milk solids, other than fat.

Twalve samples were submitted to the Publle /finalyst for chemlcal axaminatieon.
The reports are swmariscd in the following table :-



| Bample i ;
Jumber Fat Content Sugar Cmtent | Milk Seollids | Water etc.
ey 10,775 14, 00 ; 10,15 65, 1
2l e R i
. e « 03 | A .
i 6. 5L - . 1. 56 | 12.72 66,18
Ba 11,18 i 12, 30 | 5, 22 67.30
b 12,58 11,67 | 11,05 &l 70
Vi Iy 50 - 1651 | 90 69, 0l
Be 10,00, 12,31 | 14,1 63.55
O 10,61 2 12,00 | g, 10 Ed, 29
10, 11, 38 ! 13,20 . g, 50 65,92
ELF 9479 - 11. 20 ! 7. 90 111

The above analyses Indicate that & good quality ice cream 1s being sold in Watford.

FooD HYGIENE,

HWith the adoptlcn of a Code of Hyglene [or the Bakery and Confecticnery trades the
Ceuncil has now set 2 ninfmum standard for six of the principal food trades within the
Borough. Durlng the year the sanitary Inspectors have continued thelr efforts to '
secure full compliance with the codes by 2ll food traders. There is, however, much
work to be dong before this attainable goal 1s reached,

In accordance with Ministry of Food Clrcular HMF.20/51, the Council®has decided to
Issue a notice for display In all food shops requesting persons not to bring dogs into
food premises.

Six complaints of foreign nmatter in bread and confoetionery have been raported to
the Council, Five of thesa were first offences and warnings were issued to the bakars
concerned.  In the sixth case the boker had previously been warned fur a similar
of fence and the Council authorised the instituticn of proceedings which resulted in a
conviction,

Particular attentlen has been devoted to the hyglend problems assoclated with tha
manif scture of meat Into sausages and ples = foodstuffs which are notoricusly the cause
of food polsening cutbreaks, The co-cperation in these Investigaticns of a large-
seale manufacturer within the Boreugh has been invaluable,

The following Improvements have been ¢ffected as a result of periodic inspeeticn
of tha variocus food premisesi=

& Registered  Other

_ Dafgcts remedied | Roons . Rocma
| Fodd rooms reconstructed . e 2 ' T
| Walls and ceilings repaired or renemd ke [ g 18

| Floors repaired or renswed G 2 T
Doors =nd windows repaired or rencwaed aan 3 5

| Banitary ccnveniences disconnected frem food rocms | 1 2
| Ventilation improved e | 2 11
Light.ing {mproved i I 1 L
| Roens cleansed and redecoratad e ] 6. L2

i.*.ppjrﬂtam, utensils, ete, cleansed, repaired or ronewed | 1 7
Mew refuse accommodation provided, sinks repalred I

I or ronewed ses , -

{ Add]tional sinks provided nE - i

|Hash-hu.sins repalred or renewad ved ) - i |
 Additional wash-basins pravided ive 5 8
Hepai rs to water supplies PR - 1
Constant hot water providaed s 3 i
Soap and towels provided vas 2
Wiping cloths improved i - 1

[ |

The use of one factory canteen was discontimied bocause of its unsultability for the

| praparation and sale of food,
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BLAUCHTER CF ANIMALS WCTS.

. On the 1st October, 1951 the Slaughter of Animals Act, 1933 was amonded to provide
that the ocoupler of overy lalrage must water and feed aninals under his control at the
}uima l;raanrlhad in tho new Acts These provisions are onforceable by the Local
Auther] ty.

MEAT HYCIENE.

Two slaughterhouses in Watford have bom regulsitioned for use by the Ministry of
Food; both are badly sited in the centre of the tovm and they are songested during
peak=killing periods, The design of the Mew Street sloughterhounse 18 ocutdateds Tha
Ministry are loth to spend public noney on improvencnts to requisitioned properties
and meat hygiene suffers accordingly,.

The Counoll has decided that these slaughterhcuses should be replaced by a modern
abattoir and cattle market on the cutskirts of the Borough., On the 1st August, 1951
tha Miniater of Agriculture announced the Covernment!s pollcy on slaughterhouses and he
atated that plans sutmitted by local suthorities would be wolcomed.

In the 1light of this statement the Council Instructed the Borough Englneer to pre-
pare a scheme for approval by the Minlstry of Food so that a suitable slm can be
earmarked.

, Contanination of meat durdng 1ts distribution to shops has again been considered and
it is the Counoil's opinion that all new vehicles for the transport of home killed meat
should be so0 designed that meat can be hung.

' FOOD_POISONING.
Three outbreaks of food peiscening involving 16 persons weore notified during 1951.

In twoe of thasa cutbreaks detalled Investizations falled to reveal either the
infecting crganise or the responsible fcodstuff.

The third cutbreak was caused by a dysentery organism; four persons werd involved
and certainly one and probably snother of these porsons contracted the disease In North
Africa. The other two cases were secondary Infecticns.

Again the Publlic Health Laboratory Service has been of great assistance during the
investigati ons,

A summary of the cutbreaks is set cut In the follewing table:=

Toral | | Orzanig s

Numbor = Mumber | Mumbor | responsible with

of Qut= | O & =5 bt | nunber of cute Foods Renarks.

breaks. | Cases. | Deaths | brosks of cach, Suspected.
] | T —

o) 1 16 : Nil | Bhlgella Hil The Bhigella

'. ; | flexneri Z~1 | flexneri infecticn
] . ; was contracted in
: ; | Horth Africa.

MILK AND DAIRIES REQULATIONS, 1940,

Reglstrations In respact of three dairles and twenty three distributors of milk have
boen muthorised by the Council under the sbove Regulaticns.

MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATION) (P/ASTEURISED 4iND STERILISED
WTIO0NS, 1949,

! The following licences have been granted during the year for the processing or sals
of heate=treated nilksi=

(a) Pastourised
(1) Dealers Licence to pasteurise nilk ‘o i 2
(11) Denlers Licence to sell pasteurised milk A 13
{(111) Bupplementary Licence to soll pasteurised milk ... 3



{b) Sterilised

(1) Dealers Licence to aterilise milk bl 1 |
{11} Dealers Licence to sell sterilised milk in 18
{111) Supplementary Llcence to sell sterilised milk ... i

MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATION) (RAW MILK) REGULATIONS, 1949,

The following licences have boen granted during the yeari-

B e R~ i

{1} Dealers Licence for the sale of Tuberculin

Tasted Milk A 10
{u} Bupplomontary Licence for the sale of
Tuberculin Tosted milk ... 2

Close supervisicn has been malntained on the purity of milk sold within the Barough 3
and the following somples have been submitted to the Bactericlogist for examinationi= .

Bterilised Hilk 17
Tuberenlin Testad Fa.st.uurisrad Milk 10
Pasteurized Milk e 25
Bynthetic Crean 1l . e

All these samples of nilk complied with the statutory standards, and tho synthetic
aream was satisfactory.

FOOD :ND DRUGS ACT, 1938:

The Report of the Public Analyst on sanples submitted for examination durding tha
year 1951 {3 23 follows:=

#The number of samples examined under the Food and Drugs Aot during the period under
r'a'l.l_'iaw anounted to 97, of which 28 were Formal and 69 Informal.

0f the Formal samples, 24 consisted of Milk aond the following table shows thelr
averapa composition, as cempared with those examined during the preaviois year =

Fat. Sclids, not Fat.
1950 [N ] jvl 'h .r-" Bl M‘;
1951 3, 5lfe B, 750

It will be seen that the average Fat content for the year under review is a lit-t-lﬁ
higher than for 1950, but the percentage of Solids, non Fat constituents has remalned
practl cally unchanged.

Tha avaraze flowes :ﬂ‘i:l, heowaver, wall above the Et:.t:utcrr:,r limits ond ray ha
regardad as satisf'.ct.umr

The Milks, generally, were of good guality and in only me Instance did a sample
fall to comply with the Milk Regulations In rospect of 1ts composition.

This particular M{lk had a Fat content of only 2.55%, showing a doficiency of 0..55%
a8 compared with the Btamitory ninimum linmit of 3 00w,

Twe !'Appeal to Cow! samples were subsequently taken, representing both the avening
and morning nilkingss  These, on analysis, gave the following results.

Fat.
Evening Hilk ... 3, Bl=
Morning Milk ... 2,920

Fran these figures It will be seen that there Is an appreciable variation in the
Fat contents of the evening and merning Hilk.

In ny experience it is not unusual for norming milkings to be deficlent In Fat,
and for this reason I have always adveocated that such Mi{lk should be blended with other
Milk of nore nomal Fat content before belng s0ld to the Publio.
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_.:a:. this partibular Instance, had tho two nilkinzs been mixed together, the general
ity of the retall preduct would have been satisfactory.

' The Yendor of the Milk In question was warned and no legal proceedings were

All the Milk samples examined curing the year conformed with the requirerments of ths
3, s Health (Preservatives, otc., In Food) Regulations, In respect of their freeden
wmnatwes.

‘!‘mr Chief Inspactor, Mr, R.V. Jacch, has 2lsc subnitted to me for exaninaticn
the year, a selection of different varleties of Food, Drugs, eto., the chief of
o 1 will refer to wnder the following headings.

'-- Apricot and Strawberry Jem, Salf Raising Flour, Coffee Essence, Meat Fasts,
Yanilla Essence, Milk Whipping Compound, Beef and Pork Sauwsages, Redcurrant
Jelly, Flsh Paste, Flsh Cake, Lemon Curd, Table Jellies, Custard Powder,
Baking Powder, Cake Flour, Sardines, Loose Coffee, Powdered Gelatine,
Cresn Bun, Orange and Lemcn Squash.

nts = White Pepper, Loose Vinezar, Ground Ginger, Mustard, Tcmato Sauecs, Curry
Ennder. Sweet Plckle, Mixed Splce, Olive 011, Salad Crean, Horseradish
2100,

i
TS

Glauber Salts, Scidlitz Powder, Glyeerine, Honey Cough Mixture, ctoc.
- The great majority of the Food products and Condiments, on exaninaticn, were found
'be of good quality and in = sound, edible conditicn.

1 found it neoocssary, however, te report agalnst two semples, cne ccnsisting of
Ing Powder and the other of Tamato Sauce.

f
| The Baking Powdar was deficlent in avallable Carbon Dioxide, centaining only 5.2%
stead of the Statutory minimun of 0.Ca

-~ The Tomato Sauce showed a Copper content of 72 parts per nillion on the dry solids,
i 1= appreclably In excess of the standard lald down by the Tomate Ketchup Order,
49y N Js« This order stipulates that the smount of Copper must not exceed 50
pts per nillion cn the dry solids.

Both tihﬂsu irreqularities were brought to the notice of your Chief Inspecotor, who,
inderatand, ccomunicated with the firms concerned .

. The five samples of Sausages conplied with the Statutory Ruls and Order In respoct
their Meat centent,

All the samples of Drugs, on analysis, were found to conform with the roquirements
he British Pharmmacopoeia In respect of their strength =nd geaeral compositicn.

I was agaln requested this year to examine and report cn the general quality of the
I’-ram gold In the Watford District.

. The analysis of twelve samples was carried cut and In the table recorded on
ge 22 are given the contents of these sanples.

* Your Chief Inspactor has also submitted to me during the year under review a number
“8peclal sanples, the majority of which were connected with complaints in respect of
gir omadl tion, ete., and I will now refer to thesc.

L2 1Liviap!.

. Iwo tins were examined, one of which was found to contaln an epount of Arsenic
alent to 1/9th graln per 1b., and the second 1/20th grain per 1b,

. In both cases the Arsenic content was very hlgh and consideratbly above the maximum
lount permitted in Focdstuffs.

. 1 was subsequently informed that your Public Heslth Department had condemned the
iole consignment of this Norweglan TLiviar!, which was deposited in the Watford arca.
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8t Mimet Ccncentratod Tausto Stups

This Temato Scup was alleged to be heavily contaminated with Tin and, on anlalysi >
I found that it econtained as ruch as 4,8 grains per 1b. -

I advised your Chief Inspector that a quentity such as this rendered the Tamato
Scup quite unsuitable for human consumpticn.

Dopesit in Milk Bottle,

The deposit in questicn coensisted of an opague white film, flrmly adhering to che
glass, When submitted to a chenlcal exanlnation it was found to be camposed of sand,

gilica and lims.

This Indicated that the deposlt probably consisted of 2 small fragnment of cement
which had accidentally dropped into the bottle,

White Sugar.

This was submitted following a complaint that the Sugar had a 'salty! flavour,
On znalysis it was found to ccnsist of 8055 of Sugar and 20+ of Balt,

It would appear, therefore, that this complaint was fully Jjustified.

M1lk.

This sample censisted of a portion of Milk which had been served to a customer in
a Cafe in Watford, who complained that it contained some foreign nmavter.

A gareful incpeeticon rovealed the presence of a mmber of snall black particles
suspension. Theso were geparated out and subtmitted to analysis,

They wore found to conslst of small particles of the protein of the Milk whioh hat
bacoma charred during heating.

Sausages.

I was requested to exanline these Sausages and report as to the cause of their
unsatisfactery flavour, On cnalvsis they were found to contain 69 of Meat, which was
in 2 quite sound condlition. '

The Fat portion of the Sausages; however, showed an acidity of 3.5% and gave
pogltive reagtions for rancldity. which was undoubtedly the cause ¢f the unplsasant
flavour complained of,

Medlcineg.

This was on emulsion of Liquid Faraffin and Magnesla, and a complaint had been
recalved that 1t contained black partiecles which were gritty m tha palata,

A careful inspection showed that the medicine possossed o slight yellow shade and
a few nlnute dark specks were Isolated, and when chenieal tests were applled thesa were
famd to consist of Oxide of Iron.

Tho size of these spacks, howavar, was sc mall that thay cculd not possibly be
detected on the palate. There was no suggestion of grittiness and I expressed the
opinion that this particular occmplaint was quite unjustified.

Ieing cn Jam Sponga.

In this Instaonce I received a amall black forelgn body which, I was infomed, ha
bean faind cn the icing of a Jam Sponaes.

Whan this black substance was submitted to = microscopical oxamination, 1t showed
evidonce of the presence of well defined animal halrs, having the sharacteristic
structures of rodent hoirs,

This definitely Indicated that the foreim matter in question consisted of rat.
gxorata, and I reported my findings accordingly to your Chief Inspector.
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. relian Aprlcot Pulp.
This was submitted following the Inspecticn of a2 consignment In which a number of

B cans showed evidence of bulging, On this account, I was infomed that the Fulp had
€n removed from the tins, transferred to barrels, and treated with Sulphur Dioxide.

) 1 was asked to examina the Fulp in respect of lts Tin content, which 1 found to
amount to 0.2 grain per lb., or 30 parts per nillion.

X I reported that although at the noment there are not any Statutory linits for the
‘Tin content of Foodstuffs, I was of opinicn that this mnount would not be regarded ss at
exoassive.
Pruft Cake Mixturo,

A cenplaint had beon received that this Cake Mixture was unpalatsable.

When snalysed 1t was faund to contaln 1,68 of Fat and this Fet had a strong raoneld
m, aich as to render the Mixture quite unsultable for domestic use.

Bralsed Pork Kidneys.

These Kidneys, on inspaction, were found to have an abmommal greon colour. When
‘the contents were removed, it was obsorved that the Inside of the tins were heavily
coated with Sulphide of Irun.

This sibatonce has an Iridescent proenish black appearance and 2 close inspection
of the Kidneys showed that amall flakes of this Sulphide of Iron had been deposited on
the surfaza,

As 2 pracaut!onary neasure, o bactericlogicel examination was made and the resultsof
this were quite satisfactory.

"y

1, therofore, advised your Chief Ingpector that the slight contanmination with this
phide of Iron had not, In ry opinion, renderod those Pork Kidnoys unsafe for human

afmmt.mh
: 2ludea,

1 was requested during the year, by your Engineer's Departaent, to make = detalled
‘analysis of a specimen of the Sludge fron the Corporationts Sewage Farm,

This gave results which were quite nomal foar a Sludge of this character,

i This, I think, conpletes my summary relating to the various samples token in the

‘Borough of Watford during the past yeor, and, in submitting my Report, I would like, at
ﬁﬁ same time, to acknowledge the valuable help and assistance that I have received from
‘your Chief Inspectar, Mr. R.V. Jacob, your Deputy Chief Inspector, Mr. K.H. Marsden, and
g,: air colleagues In the Public Health Office at Watford,

{81gned) C,W. HcHugo,

Publie /nalyst for the
Borough of Watford, !

PETROLEUM (REGULATION) ACTS, 1928 =nd 1936

139 prenises are licensed for the storare of inflammable liquids of vericus kinds
'which in viow of thair "flash polint® came within the provisions of the above hots.

. The general method of storage 18 by means of on underground tonk situated In ground
anny fran eny coccupled building, There are a few cases where small storage contalners
'made of lmporvious material arc housed In open spoces, No licence allows for storage
‘within a bullding and the local authorlty has power to Impose such conditicns as they
‘thlnk axpedient as to the node of storage cn each licence.  All prenises are

paricdically Inspected.
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AOTORIES LCTS, 1 & 1 F
Part 1 = Health Provisions.

Number t __Number of ]
Prenises on ' Insp= Written Cocuplers
. Register - ecticns Notices prosecuted |

Factories in which Secticns 1, I
2, 3, 4 & 6 are to be enforced ! -
by Loeal juthorities |« Bl ' 58 i -
Foctories not included above In - §
which Sectim 7 1s enforced by , ; k
the Local Authori ty. | 320 ? 277 15 - E
Othor premises In which Section ' |
7 15 enforcad by the Local

Juthord ty, $3 4212 j T 1 e ]
Total 383 342 2l - .
1
Cases in which defects were found.
| | Mumber of |
| | Mumber of cases in whizh cases in |
! | _defects were found. which pro-
| . | __Referred secutions |
| | To HM. | By HM | were 1m'ﬁ-
| | Found | Remedied | Insp. ! Insp. | fwuted. |0
1 :
Want of cleanliness (Sec.l) 1 1 A e
Overerowding (Scec. 2) - - R -
| Unreasonable tenperatures (3Soc.3) - - - | - - i
{ Inadequate ventilation (Sec. k) - = | = | - -
| Ineffective drainagze of floors (Sec.6) - - | = - -
| 8ani tary Convenlcncas {(Soc. 7) . 1.
| (a) insufficient A § | - - | - -
| [b) unsuitable or defective | 15 13 - I 3 -
{c} not separate for scxes t - - - {74 BLS -
Other offoences against the Act. - = 3 } - -
it Total 17 14 ] L -

Pari 11 - Safety, Scction 34 = Means of Escape in Case of Fire,

Twenty [lve Tactorles were surveyed during the year In connection with the
requirenents of the sbove rentioned Secticn of the Factories ict, 1937, and as a result
nine new Cortiricates were issueds The Chief Sanltary Inspector 13 the Corporation's =
authorisaed O0fficer for thls work.

With the co-oparation of the Berough Engineer plans of proposed factories or R
alterations to existing prenises are submitted to this department for observation.

This procedure has proved most !“rEll'qul and benefielial and has ;Illﬂ-t-lfiﬂd the tire Spant
on such exaninatlcn.

Part V111 - Qutwork. (Sections 110 and 111).

Hunber of ocute-workers

R et

as required by
Nature of Work, Sec. 110 (1){g).

Artificial flowors = making ete. R 3
Brushmaking K Y 15
Carpet making A e , 1
Cardboard making for firoworks A 1
Lampshades = painting PR 1
Leather and plastio work G 16
Wearing appﬂrra'] ﬂakln?; aEe 'Lﬁ
Total 122

e
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BHOPS_ACT, 1950.

A surmary of tha work carried out under 8hops legislation is set out in tho
0llowing tablei=

_ Routine wisits to shops and inspection of records sae 1,033
Yisits to shops regarding carly closing day i 170
Evening visits to shops and cbservations after legal closing hmra

j Yislts to shops in respect of Sundoy Trading aes 4 :
Numbor of infringements Investicated and appropriate a2ction taken

4 to renedy natters complained of a | 112 ;

| Mow shops added to rocords . 16 |

. Ehm ﬂnm down ] T | 12

i Statutory Noticos served ses “a | 1

Proceadings werc successfully instituted against one shop keeper for falling i

| to conply with a notice requiring hin to provide suitable and sufficlent washing !

facilities for the use of perscns anployed in a shop. i

ERADICATION OF

E INSECT PESTS.
—
Hmhar of premisas dealt with for bugs by the Department
chm.:ll hmu waa 1 E
Other houses L
| Mumber of Council houses dealt with for bugs by the Housing Department -
Number of prenises dealt with for other insect pests by the | :
Health Department ... R T
R
Total | 12

{ One stream, In which mosquitoes were breeding, was cleansed by the '
Corporation, |

ff._-.!j'L“" § OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT, 1951.

h This lct came Into force cn the lst MNevember, 1951. Its purpese Is to secure the
‘uge of clean materials in upholstered articles and other articles which ore stuffed or
1lined.

. Elght premises in Watford have been registered for upholstery work and two premises
i' g baen licensed for tho storage of rag flock,

PREVENTICN OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1509

This Act came Into operaticn cn the 31st March, 1550, Central administration was
bransferred from the Minister of Food to the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries and
‘the primary obligation of maintaining an aree free from redent infestation was placed
‘upon local authorities instead of individual occuplers.

a :n co=gporation with the Borourh Engineer the public sewers have baen subjected to
two rat destruction campalgns in accordance with the Instructicns of the Ministry of
dgriculture aond Fisheries; The Councll has continued its policy of providing 2 free
service for dmestic dwellings.

~ The following statistics, as roquired by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries,
‘show the work carried out Dy the two rodent cperatives during 1951,




Type of Proparty .
! " ALl cther |

Local : Dwelling |Agri= | (including | Total

suthority | Houses cultural | Business & .

| Authorlity during 1951 as a .
| result (a) of notificaticn i . |
| or (b) otherwise L (b) L7 184 -

(Notes 1, 2 & 3). , i

| 111, Number of propertles 3 :
| (under 11) found to bae Magr § ! B3 -

| |_Industrial)
| . Total number of propertios i -
{n Looal Authority!s : ; | | ! e
| District (Notes 1 & 2). : 6 | 21,1 L I o i 23,06
| 11, Number of proporties in= | i |
| speeted by the Local S e R ) h? §
i

e -

t |
infegted by rats _ ) i
(Notes 1, 2 & 3), Mior 5 | 177 - i 7

| I¥. Number of properties | ! i
{  f{under 11) found to be i
seriocusly infested by
mice (Notes 1, 2 & 3).

¥s MNumber of infested
propertics (under 111 &
1V) treated by the Local
| __Authority (Mcteg 1.2 & 3),
| V1. HMHumber of notices sorved
| under Section lyi=
(1) Treatmant
(2) Structural Works
| {1.!3. F!‘ﬂﬂflﬂg}-

i Total

{ V11, MNumber of cases in which
default actlon wos taken
by Local Juthority
following issue of Notiece
wnder Section L.

¥1ll., Logal Froceedings

| X, Mumber of "blook" centrol
sohemas carried out

13

' NOTES.
Note L A property memns a property scparately entered in the Valuation Rell for area,

Mote 2, Ccunell houses should be Included under Dwelling Houses. FPremises usad by
Local Autherity for purpeses of trade shculd be included under Business ar Industrial’
Premlsess Sewers shculd not be included. Only properties devoted to agricultural or P
Jherticultural production should be Included under Agricultural Properties. '
Cembined dwelling and business prazises where cccupled by the same person should be
‘included under Business Premises ctherwise they shculd be enterod separately, :
Mote 3, 1l, 111, 1V =nd V In each case relate to the number of ies inspected as
Eﬁﬁned in Note 1 and nct the mmber of inspections, infestatlions or %maimn',t-s at

'sach property. -
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SECTION "F¥.
PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES.

The total mmber of notifications received during the year was 1,787
compared with 667 in 195p, After oorrection the total was redused to 1,786

Meotifications. Caonf Inmed.

8ecarlet Fover 63 62
Diphtheria 1
Fullﬂnmllt.ts = paralytic 3 3
= non-paralytic 1 1
Hminguma.l Infections 2 2
Pneumonia JZ 37
Erysipelas 6
Puerpercl Fyrexia 13 13
Ophthalmia Neonatorum - -

Infeotive Hepatlitis and
Catarrhal Jaundlos 66 66
Whooping Cough 160 160
Measles 130 1409

Aote Enoephnlitis
(Post Infaotious) 1 1
Food Poisoning 1 2
Dysentery 22 22
Typhold Fever 1 1
1787 1385
Scarlet Fever.

Very few cases of Scarlet Fever oocurred until towards ‘the end of the last
quarter when a mild outbreak oocurred in two schools. Full investigations took
plaoe, which together with the school holidays brought the outbreak under control.

Diphtherta.

One mild ocase of diphtheria cocurred, the first for five years. ‘This was
probably an Imported oase.

Diphtheria Immnisaticn.

It is plaasing to note that the figires for 1951 are a definlte improvement
o those of 1950 which whan token into gonsideration with the work done by the
Oeneral Prootitionsrs in this preventive measure at least 75: of the ohildren at
risk oan be oonsidered proteoted. It must not be forgotten, however, that
although diphtheria has virtually disappeared from this arsa it has net :
necessarily been eliminated. To mailntain this freedem =n adequate level of

~ Imminisation i3 essential and it should be realised that thore have been set-baocks

T e,

during recent years so that the present rate must be maintained and if pnasibla
improved upon in the future.

It is felt that sonsistent publicity by organised persuasion 1s the only
raally affoutive method of kooplng Immnisation constantly before the parents of
yoamg children and in delng this looal health authority Staff hawe 2 most
important part to play.




l Under 5. | 5=1h | Total. | Relnfore
i{a:l By County Staff: . ! 1.
! - |
| In Watford Boreugh | 595 | 94 1 £89
i In remaining areas | | : I|
i of South-Hest Herts | Eq7 | 184 | 881
| |
((b) By Oeneral Praotiticners, '
;. South-Hest Herts l sig 18 610
| |

Total | 18l 339 2180

Poliomyelitis.

The four cases recorded in 1951 (three of them paralytic and one non-paral T
21l mads satisfactory recoveries. Three of the cases with no Known comeotion
botween them occurred in August ond the other In November. There were no deaths.

Age Croupings.
B = 10 16 - 25 :E - ﬁ
1 2 1

'All the oases were admitted to Holywell Hospltal and then transferred feor
further orthopaedic treatment scocording to thelr requirements.

It 12 alyays worth emphaslsing that early diagnosizs snd care of the doubtful

casc to see that no abnomal physiocsl aotivity 1s undertaken are the moat uaaml K
procedures in reducing the severity of attack.

Whooping Cough.

The mumber of notifications shows a slight fall but tho Incidence of the
disease during the warm weather remains the same.

Whooping Cough Immunisation.
The figmes for 1951 were as followdi=

1st Visita .... L57
Revisits e Toh

Total 1njnqtims given Wainy 1251,
Heningoooooal Infection.

Two sonfirmed ceses occurred both of which recovared.

Typhoid and Papatyphold Fevers.

na case of typhold fever was notified, the infeotion having baan'nm’lranﬁui
whilst on hollday. !

Infeotiye Hopatitis and Catarrhal Jamdice.

For the scoond year in succession the notifications rose, this time from
38 to 66, most of the ocases ocouwrring during the first half of the year. There
was a general seatter throughout the town although In a mmber of instances more
thon one oasa comurred in a family.
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Bmallpox.

81x mmallpox contaots, none of thesl vory Intimate and all of them vaoclinated
were kept under closa supervision. All remained well. These contasts cone
from abroad and were not related to outbreaks of smallpox in this country.

Yacoination against Smallpox,

1t would appear that there has been 2 ccnsiderable increase In primary
vagseinations. 1206 children under five years were vaccinated In Bocuth-West
Hertfordshire, with the probability that approximately half of them lived In the
Boraugh. If this lovel can be maintained, then the pre=1948 figure of about
L0% vaceinated will be reached again.

Heasles.

The largest number of notifications since the disecase became notifiable In
1940 were recaived during 1551, namely 1410. This epldemlc started In Deoamber,
1950, rose %o its poak in Feoruary and gradually faded away from April cnwards.
No deaths ocourrod.

Acute Encephalitis.
One case following mmnps was notified. The patlent made a good recovery.

Food Pojsoning,

Four notificationa were roecelwved osovoering three outbreoaks, but on
Investigation 16 cases were rovealed. The outhreaks occurred, one in each of
the second, third and fourth quarters. All oazses recovered

Dysentery.

A mmber of sporadlc cases were notifled, the flgure belng rather more than
in recent years, probably duc to better ldentification of tho disease.

Seables.

Eleven cases woere treated In thelr own homes. It was not necessary to use
hospital facilities.

Tubereulosis.
Thore were Hpnotifications compared with 78 In 1950, 61 in 1949 and 89 in

: : New Cases ] Deaths,

! 'l_’gﬁnmmm' Hon=Pulponary. | Pulnonary. | __ Nonw~Pulmonarwy.
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Last yesr attention was drawn to the rising Incidence amongst males, L
particularly in the 20 = 35 age groups. This trend continues but I.n addlﬂm
there is a general upward rise of notifications. 1t is hoped that the
improved facilities in the area for X-raying patlents, the careful and regular
examination of contaots and the general awareness that much can be done in the
treatment of tubcroulosis as woell 28 the use of Mass Radiography has brought

light a number of cascs in the osrly stages, which would otherwise perhaps have
not bean found until a time when treatmont would be more diffioult. It 1s ,
worth noting that no deaths ouvcurrod under 25 years of age and that the total

deaths fell from 18 to 16 y

Tha attention given by thoe Housing Comnittoe to tho applications from
familics where o oose of tuberculosis exlsts as well as the work dona by the
Home Help Servico in such houscholds s an encouragement to both the Medieal
and Almonaring Staff troating thils type of patient.

Tha schama for the investigation, followeup and troatment w ltnh B.Colu of
children laaving school has oontinued, but it 1s toc early yet to be able to
draw any conclusions from the results obtained.

Mass Radiography Unit.

It was unfortunate that this unit was unable to visit Watford during 1951
but arrangenents have already boen made for a visit during 1952,

Venereal Dissages.
These cases were treated at Shrodells Hospitel Speeizl Clinie.

Canoep.

121 deaths took place in 1951 conpared with 120 in 1950, 151 In 19119.
133 in 1948 and 143 in 1947.

Watford Isolation Hospital.

32l oases of Infectious disense were adnitted to the wards of ho hospital,
this belng the highest figure sinee 1945, but in 1945 the figure included 130
uaari's of Bearlet Fever whereas last year only 64 cases of this Infeciion were
adnitted,

~

Neturally quite an unusual number of children with Measles had to be taken In
and as In recent years the hosplital has been used for the investigation of poss il l-
eages of pollanyelitis so that tho nunber adenitted with this disease far :
exceaded those discharged with the same diagnosis. One achild died as a result
of Mcasles and another following Whooping Cough. .

In addition 107 cases of tuborculosis ware adnitted and 87 discharged.
deaths ocoourrad.



