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BOROUGH oF WATFORY

HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
TO'N HALL ,
WATFORD «

January, 1946,

TO THE WORSHIPFUL THE MAYOR,.LDZRMEN AND COUNCILLORS.

Ladles and gentlemen,

1 have ploamare in submitting my second snnual Report
and the twenty-third of its kind for the Borough.

The report, very much delayed, gives detalls of work
done and the wvital statistics covering the period leading up to D= Doy, the
flying banbs and then the rocket era, It 1s worthy of note that own during
those anxious days the people of Watford malntained Welir high standard of health
and found time to take advantage of the faclilities of preventlve medicine,

el

The routine work of the Health Departmoent continues
to Increase, EvVery encourcgenent is giwven to all the people of watford to use
their Health Serviges and If the particular need is not catered for enquirles
should reveal where thersruired facilitles can be found, It is largely this
routine work and the broadening outlook on 211 Health matters which haos delayed
the publication of this report,

There was no severe epldemic in 1shl, although Influenza
was qulte sharp In the early wecks of the year, 4 small outbresk of wirulent
Smallpox occurred in Northwood,Middlese:r, In Jamuary. It was largely due to
the quick astion taken by the General Practitioners in vacclnating possible
contacts that no further ecases occurred, 'ith modern comumniecations and the
co=operation of all concerned action can be taken so quickly that risks of
this type are less likcly to have serious consequences.

Coments on some scctions af the report have beon
inserted where the tables are avallable rather thon nizkine reforconce here,

[ am plL:scd to ba able to report that the 3taff of
the Health Department came through another arduous year with considerable credit
due to the happy co—operation of all concerned, but whilst paying tribute to
the Staff, it must not be forgotten that the interest shown by irrombers of the
Ccouncil In the activities of the Departnent is much appreci:atad,
I have the honour to be,
Your obedignt servant,
R. C.H. PE\RSON,

Hedical Offfiecer of Health.



mEavion H oA W

STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.

Area{ﬁ.‘ﬁs} L L "EW [N Baw [N N ] LN ¥
Estimated eivilian population to mid yaar 194k

Humber of inhabited houses (estimated) ..o o4

Rateable value at l.le 1944 see  ess
Sam represented by a pennY Taté ... e M

Number of Live Births =

Male
Legitimate . 612
I1llegitinmate .
Total _653
Number of Still Births =
Legl timate ' 11
Illezgitimate z 128
Total A3
Total nunber of Births
(Live and Still) 666
Total number of Duaths 517

Deaths from =
Puerperal Eﬁpﬁi‘ SEE waw
Other Puerperal Causts ...

All Puerperal causes ...

Typhold and pParatyphoid fevers ...

HEﬂﬂlﬂﬁ LEN ] (NN KX

LR R LN}

Scarlet faver saw Ty Ty Ty =

Whooping cough .ee sse sos T

Dlphthﬂftﬂ “ed BawE  gew E5E  Bwe

cerebrosplnal fever ... =

~ Diarrhoea ( under 2 years)

1
4
1
INTIUGNZE eas wow sov sse oun U
1
I

violenece see  aed  sEE  was  Baa

Eﬂncﬂr LN ] LA N ] L | L]

-5-

L] LR Iﬂ?

450 ses see aer 5275
sas wew  wan, ses OfyLOD
ses sse sss see 18,150
ses  ses | ses +efB36,0%9
see sae ses sw  K2572
Female Total ‘

623 1235

49 0

Rcr Gl

14 25

i O b I

A3 24

687 1353

77 954

“ae aes 2

cer wss 3

ves ses 5



panknd (Wicap L wear) =

Hale Female Tegad
Legitinate 22 18 ho
113oi8Mnate 1 1 -
Total 23 19 12
Birth Rate and Death Rate, 194l
Watf ord ongland Londen 126 County
& Wales Adminis- Borouchs &
strative Great Towns
Rate per 1000 populatim = County
Live Births 18,7 17. 6 15,0 20. 3
Still Births 0e 42 0e 50 0. L2 0. 64
snnual Death Rate =
All causes 1, 8 1L 6 15,7 13,7
Measles 0. 00 0,01 0, 00 0,01
whooping Cough 0, 01 0,03 0. 0Ly 0,03
Diphtheria 0. 06 0,02 0, 01 0. 03
Inf luenza 0, 06 0,12 0, 06 0. 10
Typholid, et
Bt 0. 00 0, 00 0, 00 0,00
Rate per 1000 live births =
Diarrhoea and Enteritis
(under 2 wears) 0. 75 . 10.1 Ta3
Maternal Hortality Rate =
{per 1000 total births)
Puerperal Sepsis 1. 47 O 2B
Other puerperal causes 2,22 1.25
All puerperal causes 3 69 1.53
Death Rate of Infants
(under 1 year of age)
A1l Infants, per 1000 Live Births ven 32
Legitimate Infeants, per 1000 Legitinate Live Births aray B
Illegitimate Infants, per 1000 Illezitinmate Live Births san 22
COMPARATI RATER
Watf ord Watford “ngland England
1943 1944 & Wales & Males
1943 1604
Birth Rate(Live Births) 16, 5 19,7 16, 5 17.6
Death Rato 12. 4 1.8 12,1 11,6
Infant Mortality Rate Lo 32 49 L6
Maternal Mortality Rate 174 369 1. 84 .53
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several points worthy of comment arise from the above statistical dats,

The narked rise in the birth rate which put a severe strain on the
facilities rfor institutional care of Hothers during child birth. Such
a birth rate if continued over a numbar of ydars would gradually maks up
sore of the ground lost,

The dezth rate has been largely cdue to causes at present cutside the
scope of preventive mediecine,

{a) The two deaths from puerperal scpsis were due to septic abortion

and the three from other causes were diffieult to forestzll with our

presznt knowlodge. (Two from pulponary embolism and one fron liver neerosis).
only two of those wore i'atford nothers.

(b) The whooping eoush dezth occurred in 2n infant only two months old.

(e) Four diphtheria deatha 15 far too nany., Two were adults and two
children were severe toxie c2sea which had not been Imunisad.

(d) The remarkably smill number ¢f deaths fron diarrhoca in infants
roveals a very happy state of zffalrs and reflects credit on the Child
“felfare 3ervices and the mothors of watford.

snalysls of the Infant deaths reveals the commoner caugses., Twenty=

thres of those bables wore under ohe month oldiin most enges the first
four causes set out in the follaving table bolng the cause of death.

Frmﬂt‘m‘lw " d L] TR ] [

é
Ccollapse of Lung TR T
Malfomation Bl | A
Birth Injuries ses  sss  wes O
Respiratory Discascs ive | gena 2

Other Disenscs of INFONCY e sea T

socidents A e
ntraced YT Y 2
L2



_SECTIN "B "

PROVISICH OF HEALTH SERVICES IN THE AREA

l. (Gencral

{a) Domiciliary Mursing.

The vWatford and District Nursing Association has 1ta
Headquarters In Alexandra Road, in annual grant to the Association is
nade by the Watford Corporation,

The people of Watford who require nursing care at
hone are most fortunate to have such an up=-to-date nursing service, with
13,000 contributory members. 1 shauld like to pay tribute to the good work
done by the nurses for cases of Infectious illness, conplic .tions of
presnancy, etc. as shown In thc following table, for the year oended
315t December, 100 :=

Number
Disease of cases visits
srysipelas L 56
Lobar pneunonia 20 L23
Influsnzal pneumoniz 1 29
German measles 1 13
Messles with complications 1 17
Scarlat fever L 73
Influenza 12 117
Chicken Pox L Ly
Other discases in children
under 5 years 196 1653
Complications of pregnancy L5 sl
Complications after childbirth 20 337
_308 _3503
(b) asdoptive Acts, Bye=Laws and Local nogulations

relating to the Public Health in force in the distriot.
From July lst, the Borough Council zccepted
responsibility for the adnininstration of the Food and Drugs Act( 1938).

(e) Laboratory Facilities.

Me Change

{d) Ambulance Facilities.

Ne changa

{e) Clinies and Treatment Contras.

No ohange was made during 1944 in the available Clinic
facilities, With the full co-cperation of the Civil Defonee Nursing staff the
treatment of Scables was continued throushgyt the year at 1 3St. Albans Roads



(f) Health Education.

1t is pleasing to peg the inereaged demand for talks cn all
types of health matters. Interest was not only taken fn the Health
gervirag o8 on organisation but alsco by groups of Individuals in
thei> own health, espocially the ordlnary facts of physiology and tha
provention of disease.

Consideraile interest was taken by Youth Organisations in a
course of Sex Education eovering not only the physical but the noral
aspect as weoll,

In all 20 talks were given by members of the Health
Department Staff. In addition, a2 courso on the Deccntamination of
Food stuffs organised by the Daputy senior Sanitary Inspector was
attended by Civil Defence personnel from Hertfordshire and Essex.

It is to be regretted that up to the present, Industry has
showm little Inclination te use loeal facilities In this type of works



Year

1943
194

2« MATERNITY AND CHILD TELFARE,

(a) Haternity and Mursing Hones,.

King Street Maternity Hane 21 beds, watford Publie

The accmodation in Yatford is now as follows :

Assistance Institution 26 boeds, Private Nursing Hones 21 beds.

Towards the end of the year a plan for extending the 2ecomodation

at King Strect to 50 began to naterialize, but at the same tine

seven Hursing Home beds warc lost.

(b) penicilary Midwifory.

Tablc showing Distribution of Notified Births as
betwaen Instituticnal and Domiclliary Confincment,

Institutional '
Private
King 8%, shrodells Nursing
Homes
395 288 384
461 Ley 381

{c) ~ Clinic Services

Total Midwives

1067 LA
1306 548 -

Domiciliary

Doctors

and

Farents

80
L

Total

566
589

No change, Ono private nidwife remains In practico.

crand
Total

1633
1895

The work carried out at the various clinles may be seen

from Tables 1,2,3, and L.

e

MATERNITY BERVICES.

TABLE 1 =  Niumber of Attendances at Clinics during the year 154k,

1oLl . CENTRAL CLINIC STINDOROUCHS
First Sub First Sub TOTAL Clinic

1944 Attends Attends Attends Attends Total

! attends
Jan, 38 83 9 36 166 8
Péb. 22 80 9 L7 158 G
March 38 87 14 51 190 L~
april 30 75 9 L2 156 5
May 27 A2 6 30 145 10
June 25 119 g 25 178 7
July 22 51 12 36 161 7
Auzust 17 71 10 Ll 142 20
Sept. 25 17 11 Lo 153 3
oct. 19 75 5 26 125 L
Nov. 23 57 17 5 142 6
Dec. 11 51 3 26 96 5
Total 297 gLs 119 LB 1812 B6

1
SR

Fost Natal

School for
Mothers
Total
Attends

30
5b
e
26

L6
34
L6
32

51
62

5
42

- —

223



; Year

1939
1940
ls4l
lal2
1943
1A

1942
1943
19/,

1ive outside the Borough.

1944

TABLE 2,

Attendances at Ante=Natnl Clinics,

Total
Attendancos

14366
1,356
1,986
2,019
1,753

1,812

Consul=
t2tions

1939 = 194k,
First Subsequent
Attendances Aattendances
L3l 252
Lhl 915
637 1,299
586 1,433
ht}? lr25'ﬁ'
Lib 1:3‘96
Bs CHILD “ELFARE SERVICES.
TABLZ 3=«  Number of Consultations , Wolehings, ete.
at Infant 'elfare Centres during the Years 1939 = 194k,
No. on
First Attendances Reglster
at end
nder 1 year 1l =5 ycars 'of yecar
876 381 2,147
1,473 Lo 2,123
1,008 362 29255
aal 322 2,393
1,025 318 2,549
1,276 720 2,584

27,933

In addition, curing 1944 on 2,58l occasions infants wore welghed who

TABLE L.

Firet Attendances

Central Clinlc

Hnrobrecks

Stanboronghs
Leggatis Way

wieggenhall
Toddlers

Total

Tcddlers Clinie.

Number of Consultations, welghings, ate.

at Varlous ‘felfare Centres during 1944,

No. on
Reglster
525 635
393 520
31l 399
163 221
271 276
330 533
1996 2584

re Woard subnpitted the following report:=

MNew Cascs

Revisiis

Cansult:tions
Total aAttendancas

lghis

Q
LBl
811

1441

Cages roquiring speclal treatment =

Dental 33 h.1.%
Orthopacdic 34 i;.E...r
ophthalmic 18 2.2
Child culdence 2 Ou En
Artificial sunlight .y 105 -

Consul=
tations

936
1520

762
531

_Jil_.'
2619

?65
1327

rw BREW

Ly 75
5. 8
3, 155
0. L.




Dental Clinle,

A Dental Clinic is held for nursing ‘and cxpectant nmothers and Tor
children under five yoars of age., 353 cases reccived theatnent Jdurdng ‘the
past year In the 34 sessions thatwre helds 20 mothers were provided with
new contures, elither whole or partial sots.

Artificial sunlight Clinie.

Humber of sesslons 68
Nunber of cases treated 478
Mumber of treatments gliven 3651

This clinic was started on January,24th 1944, and was closed
during July,august .nd ,eptenber,

Orthopaedlc Treatnent.

65 children under five were referred to the Red Cross Clinie In
Grosvencr Reoad for advice and treatment, as compared with 90 cases In 1943

15l moy be lecked upon as 2 year of steady expansien In all
servicas, Althouzh the attendance a2t anto=Natzal Clinlcs was smaller towards
the end of the ycar the ronson soon bocang apparent and was stralghtencd out
in co=operation with the Maternity Home. Cansidering the preventive nature
of post-natzl exanination it Is to be regretted that a greater propertion of
mothers do not take advantage of the faellitics offered,

whilst as a result of the greater number of babies born the number
of infant attendances at the Child 'elfare Clinie has risen, It is pleasing
to see the Increase In attendances between one and two years of age. Children
batweon two and five years of age are visited in their homes by the H:alth
Yigitors but only 2 small proportion underge an annual medical examinstion
Expansion of the Clinlc service to this zge group 1s warranted,

Artificial Sunlight was introduced carly in the year and has met a
very real need ~nongst the typc of child whe 1s underweizht, has a poor
appetito, sleeps badly, In all probability , not a few cases of parly
rickets have beon preventoed by this measure.

The smaller number ¢f children requiring orthopacdic treatment i
worthy of note and iay be attributed to the emphasis placodon vitzmin products
which many nmothers now accept as an e¢ssential part of the Infants diot.

puring Novenber the take up of codliver oll and fruft julce was
carefully chocked, This revoaled the following figurcs:=

Frult Julece only (Government Issue) s 9% )
Frult Julce and codliver oil (Government Issue) 414 ) of children
L " " n " from Chemist 175 ) under 5

Tha products cbtained from the Chemists all contained vitamin 'D' in varying
amounts, It =rould be a safe deductlion that, as not 211 children (especially
the clder onas) take full doses, the figure of 58% taking codliver oil 1Is
too low. If the reccrrended doso 1s not taken the bottles last longer and
as they arg not replaced within the usuzl pericdicity the fligures appoar

too low.

-ilﬂ -



1539
15

1941
1942

1544

T.DLE 5 = Heme Vislts by Health Visltevs, 3
gpecial Infant

children under Expectant visits Life ]
1 year Re= children Mothers Re— Infectious Protec~ Tuber— o
First viasits Visits 1 =5 First visits Visits Eit.sn.nﬂs“ tim culcsis Total
1,022 Ly3ks 6,602 - 280 - 74 - - 12,950
1,106 L1086 5,471 75 25 1,023 - - 1,
1,006 3,618 5,544 a1 62 1,551 - - 11,8
1,219 LyLs6  Ly719 95 107 1,082 - Las5 12,2
1,230 L4368 L4,809 207 88 862 201 }lsgg 12,
1,500 Uy55  Uy995 170 108 100 115 12,0

Infant Life Frotecticn,

The Infant Life protection Visitor reports as follows =

wumber of perscns on register who wore receiving children for reward at the end of the

year
Fostor Childrens
Nmbﬂr on books at tlhe ond of the yoear "1 T T} Y] 1T
Number who died during the year ene T s aee L
Number of i'l'lq’l.lﬁlt-s sas iwe Y Ty sEe
Mumbar of child Frotacticn vigitors T T e T Ty
rotal nunber of wisits pald sre aew T T sen

War=-time Dey Nurseries.

The accormodaticn in the war=-time Nurseries remains she same as in 1943,

Averape Dally Attendance for the Year 194l

Imder 2 over 2 Total
Beulah Hall - 20,9 20,9
Cassiobury pPark 14.2 4710 61. 30
Harebreaks 11 9.2 0,12
K ingswood 10 23.L 33,1

In 1944 Short Stay Residential Nursery accormodaticn was mads avallable to ahildren
by the county Council, Whilst only a small number of children were admitted, several
dirrieunlt situations wers overcome in this way although the distance from Watford is rather
a handicap. !

Dr, Ward, who 1s respansible for the medical supervision of these children reports as
follows =

There was no serlous outbreak of Infectious disease during the year and the Matroms
their staffs dealt with minor coaplaints in their usual efficient manner.

Modical examinations and Immunisaticon were oarried out regularly, and cases neading
special attention received the necegsary treatment,’

The general impression to be galned on visiting the Nurserics was that of a nctiseabl
raising of the atandard of the childrens health.,” It was very satisfactory, also, To note
the Improvement in those children who were too difficult to be managed properly at hame.

Home Help Service,

The shortage of Maternity Home accammodation due to the rapid rise in the birth rate
made 1t imperative for a greater number of mothers to be emnfined at hame, In spite of
the labour shortage the service was restarted In September and the demand, in spite of i
ineroased oosts, omtinued throughout the remainder of 194k, A now assessmont scale was
introduced and each case recelved sympa'%etin: considerat!ion. s




tamg of tho Untevricd Mothor and hep ehfld,

It 1s pleasant tn bg able to report the Jjoint appointment of an
Almonor by thoCounty Council and the Borouzh Cohuncil to undertake work in
conjunction with the rothers cxpecting an illegitimate child, 1t will be seon
from the following report that one of the sftermaths of war-time - the married
wanan with an {llegitimate child, Is Indeed a problem and requires very real
co=operation betwecn all concorned

The Alponcér's report on her work for these cases in “atford reads
as follows and speaks for itself -

During the period from 1=5-44 to 31=12=LL there were 41 women
referred to me for help, of these 28 were single girls and 13 were married
wonen expecting illegitimate bablies, of these L1 eases, L8 visits were pald,
and 43 Intorviews held at the Town Hall; 88 lotters were also writteon,

The secrotary-of the Soldlers, Sallors, and alrmens Familics
hAssociation referred three of thesc cases, the Moral welfare yorkers 5.
The Ministry of Labour and Alnoners at verious hospltals, sont 6 to sce
ne and the renaining 27 woere 2ll referrad by the Health visitors,

The help gziven to these girls varled tremendously. 10 came
after their babics were born and wanted help either with adoption or the
adniszion of thelr children to residential nurserics. 3 were adnitted
to residential nurseries, 1 pending adoption and 2 in order to ¢nable their
mothers to make permancnt plans, The other adoption cascs, when it was not
possible to arrange it through the Moral Yelfare Worker or County Council,
were referred to the Mational Adopticn Society, If they belongzed to the
Chureh of BEngland, or, if the girls were Catholics, To the Crusade of
Rescue.

The 31 cases who eane before their bables were born, mostly
required help with plans for thelir confinement and sometimes .arte=Natal
and Pest=Natal accomodation, 1 marriced womon went to Brocket Hall
Matornity Heme to work till her baby ecamo, She ®was dotermined to have
i1t adopted until 1t orrived" but is now home and heeping the child.

1 girl wentto one of the Salvation Army! s inte=Natal Hostels, and
anotherts Ponshangar = the Maternity Home for Ex-service girls,

PRactically every case was referred to elther the Roman
Catholie, or the Church of England Moral Welfare Workers, and It was
then deplded who should deal with various nceds of the girl concorned.
For the most part, unless the girls were going to 2 Diocesan jlame I
ensured that thay wore attonding an nte-Natal Clinic and that
arrangenents w:re made for thelr confinement and the Moral iclfara
Workers dealt with arfiliation orders and most of the adopticns.
Syoryonc has co-oporated and been most helpful,

The great nead at the mcment is for 2 Post=Natal Home
to bridge the gap betwean tho birth c¢f tha child and permanent plans
being made, Efforts are being made to find 2 suitzble house in the
oty for this.

There is clso a great need for Residontizl Nurserles
for these {1llegitimate bables,s There are practiczlly no foster-mothers
and many mothers are being forced to part with thair babies solsly
bacausa thay have to work and cannot ecp the children with them,
Relatives! homes are often ovorcrowded, 2nd 1t secms unlikely that
the position will case in the wery ne:r future.

Everyone concerned with this particular problem feels
how Inadequate is the help that one ean give, becauso,whoreas one
does not want to remove the responsibility of the child from the
nother, she should be =ble to be glven adoguate help In taking that
responsibility. S T



sgeTrioNa han, "pn & HED
SANITARY CIRCIMSTANCES IN THE AREA ETGCey
Water

Mr. W.W. Newman, Borcugh Water Engineer, reports that the znalyses of water durlng
the year have bocen gquite satisfactory.

Thera has been scme lnerease In the general hardness of the water owing to the
greater quantity pumped fran ong statian where it is not yet possible to soften the water,

sanitary Inspection of the Area. {

The following flgures show the main works ef Inspection carried out by the Sanitary
Inspectors in order to deal with housing defects and nulsances as far as war=time condit]
permi Gy ; _

HOUSES IMSFECTED UNDER PUBLIC HEALTH ACTas i
e Upan cauplaint 7l ) '
2, Notiee from owner or bullder 33 ) 550
3s Through observation 4o )
Houses found defeotive ans she 552
Houses found vernlinous ass I g3
1
INFECTIOUS DISEASES ]
visits and re=-visits to contacts olc., o8 '
FACTORIES
Inspectims e s 213
SMOKE OBSERVATICNS AND INVESTIGATIONS 23

INSPECTIQN AND SUPERYISION OF FOOD

visits to slmghterhouscs e 1,1-2?
v1sits to Foodshops, Food Preparing

PI"E’.‘J.IEES and ﬂ-‘lﬁiﬂt Y Y 913
visits to Dalrles and Cowsheds e 126

OTHER INSPECTIMNS

Keeping of inimals and Offensive

Jcewrmilations v - 64
Rats and Mice [}Eﬁtﬁﬁtim aew 1,&35
Misoellaneous visits including Billeting 937

FOCD CONDEMNED AS WNFIT FOR HUMAN CMSIMPTIM
12860 st Meat including 166 whob carcasses = 108 bovines, 15 sheep, 31 plgs,

12 calves.
ei13 st, offal and organs
998 st. Imparted Meat
270 1bs, BSausages |
178 Meat Fles |
6172 1bs,  Cannecd Goods |
68 1lbs,’ Bacm |
10 cwts, Floar, Cereals, clo., |
g7 st Flsh 365 1bs,’ Sundries
19l 1bs, Cheesa, Butter, clot., 3 owts. Fruit and Vegetables
167 1lbs, Dried Fruit 516 1bs. Sugar Confectiamery
813 Eges 225 Rabblts



e fellowing tabie indlieates the extent of disease fomd In tha animals
killed in the Government slaughterhouses during the year 194l

Cattle sheep

Excluding and

Cows Cows Calves Lonbs Plgs
Number killed Lolo 2030 5503 B310 2179
Number inspected L0060 2030 5503 B310 2179
All Diseasos except Tuberculosis
(1) Whole carcasses condermed 1 3 5 3 12

(2) Carcasses of which some

part or organ was

condernad 118 267 6 118 30
(3) Percentage of the number

inspocted affectad with

Disease other then

Tuberculosis 29 13.53 0.2 1«56 T4
Tubereulosis only
(1) Whole caroasses condermed 26 78 15 - 14

(2) Carcasses of whieh same

part or organ was :

condermad 11 503 - w 103
(3) Percantage of the nunber

Inspectod affeoted with

Tubarculosis %3 28,6 0.27 - 5l

MILK

During the year special attention was gliven to the dairies in the Borough,
espeolally as regards the facilities and control of the bottle washing appliences.

MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS) ORDER, 1936

There are three licensed venders of Tuberoulin Tested Milk In the Borough,
and one licensed apparatus for the pasteurlsation of milk,

SHOPS ACT, 1912 = 1936,

Routine inspections have becn made and aetion taken, with satisfactory results,
where any Infringements were notod,

ERADICATION CR BED BUGS.

Number of Premises dealt with [or Bugs and other vermin by
Fublic Health Department
Number of Corporation houses dealt with by Housing Department

2l=g

BILLETINGs

The chief sanitary Inspector is the chief Billeting officer and all the Sanitary
Inspectors are Autharised Billeting offlcers, In addition to thelr normal dutles, a
considerable part of thelr time ls spent on billeting matters, espaclally as regards
the supervision and control or requisitioned dwellings and the billeting of
canpulsorily=transferred war workerss

The Inspector ® tha Minlstry of Health has always rcported very favourably on
the manner In which the work has been carried outs



MEANS OF ESCAPE IN CASE OF FIRE UNDER 3ECTION 3L, FACTORIES
ACT 41937,

. 93 inspections were made to certain factories within the Boroush as to
the neans of escape In case of fira, by the chief sSanitary Inspector, acting
as the Corporationt's suthorised offfcer for issulng the necessary Certiflcate
in this connection, These viasits Involwved much detailed work and
invostization.

RATS AND MICE (DESTRUCTICH ) ACT. 1919,

During the year active measures were taken for she destruction of rats
and nice. 199 camplaints were rcecelved involving L20 premises. 1, 485 viglts
weranade elther for the purpose of glving advice or carrying ocut treatment to
premises Infested with rats or nilce,

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938.

The adninistration of the Food and Drugs Act was offielally takKen over
from the Hertfordshire Ccounty Council on the 1lst July,1544, but owing to the
difficulty of obtzining the nccessary equipment 1t was not possible to camence
actual sanmpling until Qctobar.

The following is 2 sumiary of the articles of food and drugs obtained and
sunnitted to the Public Analyst with the rosults ;=

Nunmber
frticle taken raesult Actlon taken
Milk 13 13 zonuine -
Coffee 3 2 o 2
Papper 1 1 i e i
Gelatine 2 2 " 2 '
Vvinegar 2 2 “ b
Jolden Ralsing
Powder 2 2 -
Léemon Essenco 2 2 -
Raspbarry issence | 1 i -
flnmmd Flavouring 2 2 i -
Horseradish Craam 1 p L -
Flour-
gelf Raising L o n -
Tartaric Acld 1! 1 L] -
curry Fowder L L » Although genuine one sample
unsatisfotory on account of
heavy trace of lead, .iction taki
by Manufacturers appearad
satisfactory and warninz issued
to future consignnants.
Mustard Ih 3 failed to ccoply with
Food Standards (Mustard) No. 2
order.  Order new when samples
cbtained, Vendors warmed as to
remainder of stock.
L2




SECTION " P 0

PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER
INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES

The total mmber o f notifications recelved during the year was 558, of which
546 wera confirmed, eanpared with 1084 during the previcus yoar.

DIPHTHER LA 28 cases notificd of which 22 wore confirmed. Four died.
SCARLET FEVER The majority of cases were of & mild type; 106 cases

notified of which 101 were ecnfifred, as compared with
156 tn 1943, 80 cases wore adnitted to Hospital.

ENTERIC FEVER There no notifications,
CEREEROSPINAL FEVER 5 cases notiffed, of whth L were eonfirmed. One died.
EMCEPHALITIS No notificaticons
GICL
BRYSIPELA 2l cases notified and eonfimed. Two died.

ML_ PYREXIA 10 cases notifled ond econfimed, Two died.
OPHTHALMIA NEONATORWM 5 cases notiffed and confirmed,

FHEUMQN IA 22 cases notified

MALARIA 1 case notiffed (Imported)

DYSENTERY 39 cases notified. There were no deaths,

JAUND1 bl cases nptified, of these 19 were notified as Infective
Hapatitls,

These are the first full years figurcs for phis scheie but
Jthere mere almost certainly an additionnl number of mild
cases who did ndt consult thazir Doctor.

MEASLES 150 cases notified, Thore was no real epidemic and no
death cecurred.

WHOOPING COUGH 10l casas notified, One died.
DIPHTHERIA IM-UNISATION

Children of 2ll ages may now be immunisad 2t the Central
Clinlc, Harebreaks Clinic, or at 2 school visit which takes place In rotation.

During the year immmisation was earried out as follows:~

Injcetions Conpleted Coses Ra=Schjck Tests

Ist. 2nd, Total . 0=5 =15 total Tosted Pos. MNeg.
Central Clinic L3 464 907 424 Lo Lely 358 12 346

(including
Nursgerics)
Harebreaks 285 291 580 248 43 291
Schools 325 250 515 15 25 250
Total 1057 1005 2062 687 318 1lop5 358 12 W6

- W -



It 18 estinated that 71, 2% of children under 5 and 59. 8! botweaon S and 15
have been protocted. To maingain this percentage, nearly 1,000 children under 5
mist be imunised annually, There is no room for slackening the effort.

WHOOPING COUGH IMMUNISATION

374 children received injections to give protection against whooping cough
canparad with 268 given 1n 1943

cmtrol of Head Ligo.

The Senfor Health Visitor reports 2s follows flor 194l :-

Number of chlldran under 5 found verminous 2
Treatad by Health Visitors 1
Clemsed by perents after advice 1

Seables.

712 cases of Scablcs were treated at the two Clinics. Fmmlly contacts were
followed up and treated prophyvlactieally. When the First .id Post at shrodells
Institution was closed, the clinle for male adults was moved to 1, 5t.Albans Road ,
the whole soeme is working satisfactorily

Tuberoulosis

104 eases were netificd during the year, as compered with 76 in 1943

NEY CASES DEATHS
Pulmonary Neon=pulmonary Pulmonary Non=pulmonary
] F M F M F M F
0 . . ‘P - - - - - - -
1 . . st | - - 1 - - - 2
5 . . 1 - 1 - = - - -
10 . . i = 2 1 - - - i
15 . . T T 1 3 2 1 1 -
20 . . = R 1 1 b 2 1 - 1 i
B6. i A A 1 1 BRICE T - y
L . . . 9 6 1 1 3 Bt e 5 {
L5 . . o8 2 - 1 5 i 1 1 4
55 . . ol +5 3 = 1 1 3 5 =
65 and upwards 3 - - - Lo - 1
TOTAL Iz il 7 13 b T Ll 3 5

This table reveals a rise of 26 notifications (20 pulmonary and 6 nbn-pulmonary)e
Th: pulmonary type Increase was most apparent in the 35-65 age group amongst males, and 15=35
age group cmongst femnles, whercas the non-pulmonary rise was evenly spread and arfectid
females only. The rise in the number of deaths was due to pulmonary cases on the higher 2ge
groups amongst females, ST



Of the %L eases who dled from tuberculosis, 211 were notified, 3562 Hame Visits
were carried out by the Health visitors.

Vonereal Diseases.

Are the responsibility of the Hertfordshire County Council, and gut=patient Clinics
were held at the Watford Public Assistence Institution as In former years,

cancer,

There were 107 deaths from Cancer in the Borough during 1944, the corresponding
figure for 1943 being 116,

WATFORD JOINT ISOLATIMN HOSPITALe
The Medical Superintendent reports that =

puring 1944 fewer paticnts wore treated I{n the hospital than in 1943, largely duc
to the smaller number of Soarlet Fevar cascs.

The following tables give detalls of adnission and discharges doring the year 19l =~
patients in Hospital on Jonuary 1st. 19LL.

Scarlet Fever 17, Diphtheria 6, Whooping Cough 2,
ﬂmr dtaﬁmﬂ 1 LE ¥ ] e L] e E LN LR N LR N LER 26

Patients admitted to Hospital during 1944

Scarlet Fever 1|'.|Z Dysentary

Diphtheria Scarlet Fever Carrler 9
Cerebrospinal Meningitis 10 Mumps G
Measles 13 Rubella 38
whooping Cough 20 pollamyelitis 1
Erysipelas 17 Malaria 1
Chicken Pox 15 other Diseases 2

EZE 73

Patients treated during 1944 i 8 e e S S,
Patients in Hospltal 31,12, Lk

Bcarlet Fever 12, Diphtheria 3, Corebrospinal Meningitis 1, Rubella 1, Measles 1,
Whooping Cough 1, Dysentery 2 ’ee P ave ses see see 21

The following deaths occurred in Hospital.

Influanzal Meningitis 1, Erysipelas 2, Diphtheria 2, Measles 1,

ﬂmr dlﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ 1' fap LA N »Fe LR X LE N L L [ E X LE R ?
Patlents discharged from Hosplital,
Searlet Fever 141 Dysentery 31
Diphtheria 35 Secarlet Foever Caspler 7
Cerebrospinal Meningitis 5 Mumps 7
Measles 9 Rubella 39
Whooping Cough 20 Polianyelitis -
Erysipelas 1" Halaria 1
Chicken pPox 17 Other Diseases LB
! 371
Total 399



I should like to draw the attention of the Board to certain foatures of
the year's worke Firstly, there has been almost a 50 reduotim In Soarlet Fever
adnissions fran cach Distriet, 'Whilst this is the first full year In which Home
Nursing has been advocated for unoomplicated cases of Searlet Fever under sultabie
home emditions, it {s noteworthy, that the notifleztims have similarly shown a
reduotion,

piphtheria and Cerobrospinal Meningitis have also fallen considerably but
whilst there hawve beon two deaths from DAphthoria all the Cerebrospinal patients
have recovered, It {s also warthy of note that with one exception (an Army patient)
nme of the proved eases of Diphtheria have recaived a eanplote course of
diphtheriz immnisatio,

It would be Inadvisable 1 think for secrulty reasons to separate entirely
the Military and Ngval cases from the oivillans for each juthority, but I would 1like
to recall the happy working arrangements by which the Military and Naval Authordities
have been able to secure Immediate isolation and treatment of their infectious cases.
puring the year a total of 96 service cases were admittod.

Finally I would like to reeord my thanks to the Matron and all tha
Hospital 3taff for thelr good wulrk during the year, sometimes carried out under
trying cilramstances due Lo shortage of staff, It is a pleasure also to thank the

members of the Board who hawve freely ziven much helpful advice,’









