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Orrice oF THE CouNty MEpical OFFICER oF HEALTH,
SHIRE Harr, Warwick.

To the Warwickshire County Council.
» LADIES AND GESTLEMEX,
ihthmum to report on the Health of the County of Warwickshire during 1950,

Wmu{mmulldnﬁmmhumm and in my report 1 shall draw
¢ places where progress has been made and to the many problems which still

year in succession there was a fall in the birth-rate, which was 15.7 in
17.2 in 1949. Other vital statistics follow the satisfactory downward trends
the stillbirth rate of ]&H per 1,000 births showed a sllg'llt mdur.:tln;m on the

i _hpm'vumnt on the 1949 vnlnml #5.7, the illegitimate stillbirth rate increased
-with 28.0 in 1949,

ly stated, the infant mortality rate fell from 28.8 per 1,000 live births in 1949
; this was again the lowest ever recorded in the county and compares favourably
figure of 208 for England and Wales. [t is encouraging to find that the
% of the 1949 figure occurred not only at ages over 1 month, but also in the
*iﬂnﬂh has previously shown a less marked decrease.  The neonatal death rate
1,000 live births, compared with 19,0 in 1949 and it is to be hoped that
zates that we are to see further appreciable reductions in the deaths among

infant deaths are set out in Table 11 and it will be seen that prematurity
pal cause, responsible for nearly one death in four. In this group, howewver,
1948 figure was particularly pronounced ; there were 46 deaths, giving a

,tuherwhmdmm buttmnmheﬁmthﬂhﬂtwgwupsmhw
haemolytic discase and asphyxia, the number of deaths was greater than

ra, and it is of interest to consider the trend in maternal mortality over
‘This i& shewn graphically in Figure 2.  Unlike the infant mortality rate,
by 409 between 1910 and 1930, the maternal death rate remained at
ghout this twenty vear period, and began to fall only as recently as 1534,
the downward trend has been maintained and the rate for England and
as less than a quarter of the rate in 1935, In Warwickshire, the maternal mor-
s mot differ greatly from the England and Wales valuc, but because of the
fluctuations are moie marked ; in 1949 there were 7 maternal deaths among
en, and in 1950 only 3, giving a maternal mortality rate of 0.4 per 1,000

vs in some detail the proportion of premature babies who survive, Of the
{in the county in 1850, 552 or 6.79%; were premature, that is, weighed 5jlbs.
: of these 82 were premature still-births, leaving 470 premature live births, and
survived the first month of life ; in 1949 the figure was 849,.  Some idea of the
] hility of these babies to the hazards of the early days of life may be obtained
n with tatal births in the county, of whom approximately 98%; survive the first

1
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the shortage of dental officers, this expansion has not been possible, and though a service for
mothers and young children was started in 1948 and has been maintained ever since, it does not
provide the comprehensive dental care which was envisaged, but only treatment for mothers
ask for it for themselves or their children, During 1950, 47 mothers and 294 pre-school
an were treated in this way by countv dentists, and in addition a few cases were referred

ritimate Child and its Mother.

Care of the illegitimate child and its mother is carried out by a social worker, who gives
both antenatally and postnatally. During the antenatal stage, the Social Worker inter-
e woman and arranges medical care.  For most of these women a hospital confinement
ed, and only a few are confined at home. [f the woman has to leave her lodgings or
| to move from her home district, a light post, nsually of a domestic type, is found for
nd most of the ante-natal beds in the hostel at Stratford-on-Avon are used by these cases,
‘admitted for the last month before confinement.

~ In the postnatal period, adoption of the child may be considered ; the baby is then referred
Children’s Dtputmnt and adoption is wsually ﬁtrmghti-urwmd If the mother is a
| woman, adoption is sought through one of the national societies in London. In some
-tln mnﬂ.u‘my be totally unzuitable for having the child in her care, nor can adoption

ed. The Smial Worker then approaches the Voluntary Societics, seeking admitt-

, but most are placed in residential domestic posts where there is no objection to a
:iu then given with baby clothes, and a pram and a cot may be loanced until the
financially established. For women who wish to work at non-resident jobs, Day Nurs-
ion for the baby is offered, but living accommodation is very difficult to obtain.
ally, foster-homes are obtained, but the ecost of the foster-home, together with the
m of clothes for the child, is usually too high, and thiz is rarely succezaful for long.

.i:lhtwe visits are made by the Social Worker in cases where & woman keeps her baby,
t has 'I:um found that many prnbl:m:’- arise after the mother leaves hmplta'l It is found

d Street Antenatal and Posinatal Home.

‘This heme is a hostel for the unmarried mother and her child, and alithough it is a small
t, it fills an urgent need very successfully. There is accommodation for six antenatal
postnatal cases. In 1950, 109 mothers were admitted, one-third of them for both ante-
1 pﬂhntu.l stay, and the average length of stay was 27 days antenatally and 22 days
Al‘l.u‘thttﬂ:’:pb:tant mothers and 5 postnatal cases had to be sent to other homes;
ain m being cither that there was no accommodation available at Guild Street, or
m&umm young and could more appropriately be sent for a long stay in a home
raining was available.

‘and the Nursery Nurses Training Scheme.
r consultations with representatives of the Ministries of Health and Education the
Nurses Training Scheme was reorganised during the last quarter of 1850. A hostel for
dents was set up in the Rugby area and during each of the two years of training the stu-
whom there are 42 on establishment, go into residence at the hostel for 3 months and
intensive course of lectures at the Rughy College of Technology. In this way, the
of the National Nursery Examination Board for the further education of students
have been met. Practical training is acquired at the recognised day nurseries in
, at nursery schools and at one residential nursery. The scheme is working well,
re has been a large number of applicants for the training. It has therefore been possible
a group of girls whose standard of education is suitably high.
It will be noted on Page 25 that most of the day nurseries are not filled to capacity, a
esult which was expected when the Council lad down special conditions for admission. When
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NURSING STAFF employed in the following services,

Districf  Nurstng and

Digteicd Nursisgg, Mud- |
i fery aiid Health Vit |

| GREE®, Misa V. F,

Health  Visiting,

o J'Jai:,frrl}'.

InEssLER, Mra I3 G,
FonrRESTER, Miss A

Kigk, Mis E.
O Riorpax, Miss E

Tavion, Misa 1. G,
[Behona]l Nurse).

Area Nursing Officer.
FosTeR, Mis M. 1,

Hicgry, Mis B,
O'Doxxery, Miss V,
Tvexer, Miss W,

; INFtFiELEs, Miss 10,
Furrvex, Miss 1.
HanDivG, Mrs. AL
Mapviy, Mrs, E, M.

Arean. Digdriet Nureimg, Mideifery combined. img combimed,
I Sutton Coldfield. | Guovem, Miss S, Bav, Miss D, E. =
Biertiasm, Miss K.
Area Nuwrsing Officer. Cormscmad, Mrs, L. M.
MacDuarsiim, Miss M, Hiscox, Miss E. AL
Joxes, Mis B, L.
Wirsore, Miss L. E,
| WiLpiams, Miss B.
2, Norih Eastern. Arxsworrn, Miss J, Casienox, Miss S,

Cusxizomas, Miss A, M,
Davies, Miss K. N,
Dcock, Miss €.
Exgrson, Miss L. ML
Frrerarneck, Mis C.
Fuvsn, Mis=s K. T.

Fox, Mis X,

Bourse, Mis [,
Crossay, Mis N, C.
Hargres, Mrs. A.
HagvEy, Miz W. E.
Mcluax, Mrs, M, W, E.
PoLiax, Miss 5 A,
STacEy, M, L.

Hariswionrri, Miss M. A.
MavLcoim, Mrs, £,

Bogr, Mrs, L. Wy School
Mascrs, Bliss 1/ Nurses ;

WarLmaxe, Mrs. S, AL
‘Warsox, Mrs. M. 5,

4. Eastern,
Area Nwrsing Officer.
Warp, Miss I, M.

Mepmck, Miss I M,

Bopex, Mrs. C.
BrADY, Mis= P, A
CarTEn, Miss M. J.
Harr, Miz= E.
MansurcH, Miss O
Menunrrn, Miss E.
| METCaLFn, Miss I,
| Rossox, Mrs, M.
| SpATeER, Miss H.

4. North Western,
Area Nuwrsing Officer,
RoeekTs, Miss L. E,

&

| AvExanoee, Miss J.

| ANERETT, Mra, M.
CoxwoLLy, Mis M.
Dravis, Mr=, B
Garpxer, Miss H.

| Hamren, Mis K.

| HagrwriL, Mis B.

| Horxixs, Miss 1. WL

| KELLy, Mrs A, P

MaxFoLp, Miss B

MacLenwar, M, G, M.

Prirenarn, Mis K. Al

SgummEs, M. L.

Wann, Mis E.

WneETTER, Mrs. F.

Youwe, Mre. C. E,

Baviis, Miss K. M.
Livexcaron, Miss J, ML
NUTnixg, Mis ML
Roserts, M. M. P
WaLkER, Mrs, M. |

Bonny, Miss J. H

SHEPHERD, Miss J. |

e

Anaus Mis E, 5,
Epwannz, Misz B,
Huarnrigs, Miss E. M.

REpsitAw, Mis 5.
Summwisa, dirs. ',

5. Solihuall. Hawr, Mis. B. L. [ | AsuTTER, Miss M. E. Tavros, Miss M.
Area Nursing Officer. Haax, Airs, L. | | Avsisos, Mis M. G,
Lame, Miss E. J. Haursnonxe, Miss W, M. | Banr, Miss M. A, |
Huocues, Mis 5. | | GrAsT, Miss A
| Joues, Mis C. | MasTon, Miss I A,
| KxmHT, Mrs, W, | Mokcax, Miss F, E,
FILEINGTON, Mis B. l SantH, Mes. 1L F.
8. Central, Laxve, Miss F. M. Brck, Miss M, | Brows, Mo G. O Haznom, Miss J. P,
Area Nierzing Officer. | Wagr, Mes, B, Guarprmie, Misc A, J. CorpaLLy, Miss M. Lewrs, Miss D G.
NomMincron, Miss Hakrsnorxe, Miss M. Davrtox, Mrs. H. M.
L. A | Hamgis, Mrs, E. M, [Davie, Mizs M, C,
- | Makes, Miss M. GODLEY, Miss M.
| Mansmail, Miss E. GRIFFITHS, Miss M,
Pavsp, Mis A, Hurros, Mre M. Al
Prnvrorr, Miss M. E. Maraggny, Miss S,
Sraxiev. Miss P PRIESTLEY, Mre. 5. P |
Tiouaz, Miss M, RorerTs, Miss E. A,
Tourxrss, Miss M. 1. WiLLiaMa, Miss G, E.
| ¥eEL, Mrs. E. Waron, Miss M.
WaLken, Mrs, B. A, Mornis, Miss M. ].
(School Kurse).
7. Southern. Honyox, Miss D Buckiey, Mis M. Frrx, Miss E. T. | Brrremwormn, Mis P. | Brows, Mis A,
Area Nursing Offfcer, Forris, Miss M. ScROFIELD, Miss E. | Everrrr, Mrs. A, AL
- Miss V. M. Grew, Miss M, Fives, Miss T. T,
Hannigs, Miss E. Tvie, Mrs. N, B.
Hepoes, Miss M. ] Jamis, Mrs. M. M. |
HicLey, Mis H. Larmanm, Miss N, G, |
Howxr, Ms. E McLeon, Miss M, H. 1
Moony, Miss C. Wairras, Mre., C, O, |
Quiss, Mes, G, 1
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20. NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES. -Summary of Returns of Medical Officers of Health for the year ended 31st December,

1950.
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