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16.  One hundred and fifty-one cases of German Measles were recorded during the year,
117 in the Urban and 34 in the Rural Districts.

17.  ScARLET FEVER—The incidence of this disease continues low, only 306 cases being
notified, as compared with 379 in 1918, and 561 in 1917 ; 91 cases occurred in the Urban
Districts, and 215 in the Rural Districts. The diseasc was chiefly prevalent in the Rughy
Urban District and in the Meriden Rural District. The majority of the cases occurred
during the last quarter of the year. The mild character of the disease is evidenced by the
abnormally low Death-rate, only three deaths being registered, the Death-rate being 0-009
per 1,000,

18.  DIPHTHERIA.—292 notifications of Diphtheria were received during the vear, 108 in the
Urban Districts and 184 in the Rural Districts, The discase was epidemic to a slight
extent in the Rugby Urban District, especially during the latter end of the year, and in
the Rural Districts it was chiefly prevalent in Atherstone, Rugby, Foleshill and Alcester.
Twenty-three deaths were registered from this disease, 10 in the Urban Districts and 13
in the Rural Districts, giving a Death-rate of 0407 per 1,000.

19, PrEUMONIA.—494 notifications were received, 162 in the Urban Districts and 332 in
the Rural Districts. The majority of these cases occurred during the first quarter of the
vear.

20. Exteric FEVER.—Comparatively few cases of this disease occurred during the year,
only 14 notifications were received, against 25 last yvear. Five of these cases occurred in
the Southam District and were particularly mild, being of the Para-typhoid type. A limited
outbreak of 4 cases occurred - in [.ea.mingmn, the cause of which it was impossible to ascer-
tain. Only two deaths occurred, one at Stratford-on-Avon and one at Sutton Coldficld,
the latter case having been imported from Wales. The extremely low Death-rate of 0-006
is again recorded, similar to that for 1918 and also for 1917. The next lowest figure was
recorded in 1916 and 1915 when the Death-rate was 001

an. PuerPERAL FEVER —FEleven cases of this disease were notified, 5 in the Urban Districts
and 6 in the KHuaral. Omly in 4 cases did the disease occur in the practice of Midwives.
Eight deaths were registered, giving the high case fatality of 72 per cent., and a puerperal
mortality rate of 13 per 1,000 births.

e Suarirox.—Although Smallpox has appeared in epidemic form in various parts of the
world, and limited outbreaks have occurred from time to time during the past year in our
own Country, it is gratifying to note that the disease has not been introduced into this

County, consequently there are no notifications to record.

23, CEREBRO-5PIXAL FEVER.—Seven notifications of this disease were received, all occurring
in the Rural Districts, and there were four deaths registered, giving a death-rate of 0:01

per 1,000 of population.

24. Diuring the early part of the present year arrangements were made under the Public
Health (Cerebro-Spinal Fever) Regulations, 1919, for the treatment of such cases from
the neighbourhood of Warwick and Leamington, at the Heathcote Joint Isolation Hospital,
but up to the present, no cases have cocurred in this particular area.

25, A supply of Anti-meningococcic Serum is kept at the County Health Office, Warwick,
for distribution to Medical Practitioners on request, and suitable apparatus can be obtained
on loan for the administration of the Serum and for Lumbar puncture for diagnostic purposes.

28 AcrTE PorioMyELITIS.—Only six cases of this disease were recorded during the vear,
two of which terminated fatally.

27. ExcerHaLiTis LETHARGICA.—This discase became compulsorily notifiable on Janoary
1st, 1919, under the Public Health (Acute Encephalitis Lethargica and Acute Polio-
Encephalitis) Regulations, 1919. Seven notifications were received, one of which was very
doubtful in character. In no instance was there a local outbreak, all cases being widely

distributed throughout the County.
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67. The work of the Health Visiting Staff in the visiting of infants under the Notification
of Births Act is again descrving of the highest praise. This is referred to in detail in Table
of the Appendix. Two thousand nine hundred and forty-four first visits were paid during

the year, with 6,894 re-visits, making a total of 9838 with an average of 34 visits per ease,

68, OFf the 2,944 Births visited, 614 were attended by Doctors, 1,806 by Midwives, 434 by
Doctors and Midwives, and 90 by Handywomen. Two thousand two hundred and pight or
75 per cent. of these infants visited were found to be breast fed, and 529 or 18 per cent,
entirely bottle fed. Only 71 or 2'4 per cent. were described as being improperly fed.

64, In 34 per cent. of the first visits paid it was found that a cot was in use. The absence
of this accommodation was specially noted in the Reports of the Health Visitors for the
Atherstone, Bedworth, Bulkington, and Stratford Districts, whereas in the Foleshill District
50 per cent. of the infants visited were provided with this desirable article. Miss Baker,
reporting on this article in the Foleshill District, says :—* There has been a large and
steady increase in the use of cots during the last few vears in spite of the increased price.
Some of the home-made cots were particularly nice and gave evidence of very careful
thought and work on the part of the father.”

70. On the other hand, Mrs. Perren, referring to the few cots provided in the Bedworth
and Bulkington District, says :—* This is largely owing to the fact that many houses are
over-crowded, and the space in the bedroom is far too small to allow of cots being psed,”

7.  One hundred and thirty-five mothers were employed in factories before and 29 after
confinement as compared with 211 and 73 respectively in the previous vear, It is gratifying
to be able to record such a marked reduction in the numbers continuing factory employ-
ment after confinement compared with previous years.

72.  One hundred and ninety-one house defects were reported to the wvarious Sanitary

" Authorities. Miss Chorlton, referring to this matter in her Report on the Atherstone District,
says :—"' The condition of cleanliness in the houses was found to be much the same as in
1818, but the sanitary conditions were more unsatisfactory. It is very discomforting to
mothers to have to clean houses that require repairs, repainting and repapering, frequent
appeals to landlords being of little use.”

INFANT WELFARE CENTRES.

73 There are now 23 Infant Welfare Centres over which the County Council exercises
supervision, at each of which a County Health Visitor acts as Superintendent. All these
Centres are, however, managed by Voluntary Committees, and veluntary workers assist
at the meetings. No grant is made by the County Council to these voluntary Centres,
but they are supported by grants directly from the Ministry of Health. In addition to
these 23 Centres, there are three in Nuneaton and one in Leamington Spa supported in each
case by the Borough Authorities, and staffed by their own Health Visitors.

74 The 23 Infant Welfare Centres referred to are distributed throughout the County as
follows :—Omne each at Atherstone, Arley, Alcester, Binley, Bedworth, Coleshill, Dardon,
Glascote, Hillmorton, Hartshill, Keresley, Kenilworth, Longford, New Bilton, Olton, Rugby,
Shirley, Solihull, Stratford-on-Avon, Sutton Coldfeld, Stoke Heath, Stockton, and Warwick.
Recently one has been started at Kineton, and it is hoped that during the coming vear
Infant Welfare Centres will also be provided at Wellesbourne and Studley. When these
have been formed the County will then be well provided with voluntary Centres which
are bound through their activities to materially influence the future Infant Death-rate
to an astonishing degree.

75, During the year under review the County Health Visitors made 929 attendances
at the Infant Welfare Centres, the total attendances of mothers and children being respect-
ively 14,483 and 17,926, These figures do not include attendances at the Centres in the
Boroughs of Nuneaton and Leamington. There were on the Registers 1,757 mothers and
2,000 Infants.
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108, Borough of Warwick.—The preliminary treatment of the sewage of the Borough at
the Pumping Station and its further treatment by irrigation on the Corporation Farm have
been carried out on the whole fairly setisfactorily during the vear under review. It is,
however, essential at all such farms to bear in mind that the treatment of the sewage should
be the first consideration and should not be subservient to crop production.

1140, Leamingfon.—This sewage, after leaving the Pumping Station at Leamington, is
treated by irrigation over land on the Heathcote Farm under the management of Mr. James
Barron. Although the farm has not been r:nl.i;cl'_l.' free from nnisance from sewage odounrs,
the effluent produced has inwvariably been of very fair quality.

111 Budbrooke Barracks.—As pointed out in previous reports the land at Budbrooke Farm
used for the treatment of the sewage from the Barracks community is unsatisfactory, having
regard to the method of treatment adopted. A polluting effluent invariably results, and will
continue unsatisfactory so long as the present system of irrigation is maintained, The land
1% mm‘i}l' in character, leading to fissures in dry weather, through which the sewage reaches
the underdrains without receiving a proper degree of filtration. J

112 Stratford-om- Avon,—These works, which are now under the supervision of Mr, F. W,
Jones, Borough Surveyor, have continued to give excellent results during the year under
review.

113. Kinelon,—These bacterial works have during the year shewn signs of considerable
strain, and have yielded an efflugnt containing an excessive quantity of suspended matter,
which has had a distinctly adverse effect upon the brook receiving it. It is hoped that
with more careful attention a better result will be obtained in future, although this may be
found to be extremely difficult with the limited filter area available. Every endeavour
should theréfore be made to obiain the best possible results from the existing plant, other-
wise further expenditure will be found necessary in order to secure an effluent that will

be non-pelluting in character.

114 River Cole.—This River has been affccted chiefly by the effluent it receives from the
Cole Hall Sewage Works under the management of the Tame and Rea District Drainage
Board. These works have of late vears been considerably overstrained, but I am pleased
to report that a scheme of extension is now in hand which, when completed, should greatly
relieve this River. It is important also that the Meriden District Council should bear in
mind the necessity for a scheme of sewage disposal for that portion of Coleshill which at
present drains directly into the River.

115. River Blythe.—This River continues free from serious pollution. The sewage works
of Solihull, Knowle and Olton, under the supervision of Mr. A. E. Currall, have yielded
satisfactory results during the vear. Especially can this be said of the Solihull New Works
which have been maintained in an excellent manner.

116. River Anker—The Borongh of Xuneaton is responsible for a large volume of effluent
entering this River. During 1919 and 4 few preceding years great difficulty has been
experienced at the Nuneaton Sewage Works in dealing with the constantly increasing flow
of sewage from this Borough. Extensions, however, are now in hand, and it is hoped. that

| . before long the condition of the River after receiving this effluent will be matenially
improved. In the meantime every possible measure must be taken, even if only of a tem-
porary character, to secure an effluent that will not continue to have such a deleterious
effect upon the stream as has been evidenced of late.

117. Atherstone.—The enlargement of the Rectangular Filter at these works has now been
carried out, and satisfactory results have been obtained both from this and from the old
Circular Filter. The River Anker also reccives this effluent m}d that from Polesworth.

118. Polesworth.—Since the washing of the Filter Medium, carried out during the year, a
satisfactory effluent has been obtained at these works. Both Polesworth and Atherstone
works are under the supervision of Mr. H. ]. Coleby, Surveyor.
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213.  The Report says :(—" It is most unfortunate that at present no accommuodation is
provided in the Borough for the isolation of cases of Diphtheria or of positive contacts.
This is a serious flaw in the sanitary administration of the town, and the Health Committee
arc at present considering the best means of supplying this deficiency. It is quite impossible
to nurse efficiently in an ordinary working class home a serious case of Diphtheria, apart
altogether from the risk of spreading infection, and it is most essential that a ward at the
Isolation Hospital should be provided as soon as possible for the accommodation of cases
of this disease.”

214. TyupercvLosis.—The Report gives the Death-rate for Pulmonary Tuberculokis as
0-83 per 1,000, and advocates the provision of one or more Open Air Schools in the Borough
as a factor in an anti-tuberculosis scheme, It states that the matter is entirely in the
hands of the Borough Education Committee, but that if linked up with the County Scheme,
should receive carly attention. Close co-operation is now said to be maintained between
the County Tuberculosis Officer and the Borongh School Medical Officer in dealing with
Tuberculosis among school children, and a large number of cases have been referred for
examination to the Tuberculosis Dispensary during the year.

215. BACTERIOLOGICAL Exammsarions,—During the year 66 examinations were made at
the Birmingham University in connection with patients in the Borongh, viz. :—Swabs for
Diphtheria, 31; Sputum for Tuberculosis, 35,

218, WaTER SUFPLY.—The Water Supply of the Borough is obtained from deep wells
in the sand stone overlying the coal measures. There are three Pumping Stations—
Whittlesford, Robinson’s End and Griff. The water is of good quality, though hard, and
the supply is stated to have been constant and abundant throughout the year, but the
consumption is rapidly approaching the output, and the Council is at present considering
the acquisition of a further supply from a neighbouring authority.

217, REFUSE REMOVAL.—AIl dustbins are emptied without notice once a week. Dry
ashplaces are emptied as required, on receipt of notice from owner or tenant.

218, VAcCINATION. —The return of the Vaccination Officer shows that of &30 children bom
only 51 were successfully vaccinated, while the appalling number of 639 certificates of con-
scientious objection were obtained.

219. Mk SuppLy.—A Special Report by Mr. W. G. Andrew, the Chief Sanitary Inspector,
reads as follows :— There are 48 farms in the Borough where milk is produced, the number
of cows in milk numbered 785. The interiors of the Cowsheds were generally in clean
condition, but T cannot say the same for the immediate surroundings ; at 35 farms there
were large accumulations of manure close to the sheds. At the 13 other farms the manure
is removed some distance away. [ am of the opinion that clean milk is not possible under
existing conditions owing to the fact that none of the cows are groomed, their flanks are
usually caked with manure (for several months when in sheds for winter) and the accumula-
tion of manure so near the sheds all contribute to the dirty condition of the milk.™

290.  MeaT Inseecrion.—With reference to this question the Report says =" A Public
Abattoir exists in the town. By a special arrangement made between the Ministry of
Food and the local butchers all meat during 1919 was slaughtered at the Public Abattoir,
or at two special slaughter houses. This has been a great improvement in that it allowed
tharough inspection of all meat slaughtered in the Borough. In addition to the Public
Abattoir, there are 22 slaughter houses in the Borough ; 11 registered, 11 licensed. These
have been occasionally visited through the year to see that they were being maintained
in a sanitary condition, even though they were not in active use. It is greatly to be hoped
that this slaughtering of meat at the Public Abattoir may lead at the termination of meat
control to the more general use of the Public Abattoir and to the abandonment of private
slaughter houses, as without doubt there are some private slaughter houses quite unsuitable
under present standards of hygiene for use as suc Thig
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