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44 Thers can be little doubt that the chiel influence 6porating in this salvare of Infant lifs is to
be found in the extension of education in matters of domestic and personal hygiene to mothers, ax-
pectant mothers, and future mothers, through our system of Health Visiting, which is now slowly
but surely bearing the fruit that has been predieted of it by those responsible for such an innovation
in sanitary sdministration.

45. Home visiting alone is not the only means of reaching mothers for the dissemination of know-

in matters of child welfare, the Infant Welfare Contre or Babies' Walcome plays a most important
part, the institution of Créches or Day Nurseries, while primarily for tha benefit of the childeen ad-
mitted to them, also aids through example in the education of working mothers, our ddemantary schools
are helping forward this movemant through the l:ml.ch'ing of the older girls in matters of Huuﬂuwifer.f
and Domestic Hygicne, and again the power of the press must not he lost sight of a3 a valuabls moeans
of conveying to the homes, lessons on child 1ife with a view to the prevention of disease and the building
up of a future healthy manhood and womanhouwd.

4. The extreme value of the Home visit however cannot be over-estimated. The mother, and
especially the voung mother who, no doubt through the influence of neighbours or relatives uncon-
verted on questions of the new hvaiene, has not vet appreciated the importance of attendance at an
Infant Welfare Centre, can be ap hed in privacy, and guided by a skilled and tactful Health
Visitor in matters affecting the welfare of her child and of her home. and at the same time possibly
persuaded to become a regular attender at the nearest Infant Welfare Cantre,

47.  The number of Home visitz paid to Infants by the County Health Vizitors has inereased from
7,201 in 1916 to 9,367 in 1917. While the first visits, 5 803, have hoen alightly lesa than in the provious
year, the re.visits have increasced to 5,564 as against 3,358 in 1916. Such & record is extremely en-
couraging. and every credit is due to the staff for the results of their year’s efforta,

The number of Births for ench Health Visitor averages 371, a figure romewhat below that sug-
ed az the maximum by the Local Government Board, but it most not he forgotien that Infant
isiting mu:.,hn approximately only ona-half of the time of aur County Health Visitors whe, in addition
are in Bchool Work, Tuberculogis Visiting, Inspection of Midwives, and in supervision of
Infant Welfare Centres.
49, A Tabular Statement of the work of the Health Visitors in connection with Infant Visiting
will be found in the Appendix.

B, It is intereating to note that of the 8,803 babies visited, 2,964 were Breast fed, 342 pactly Breast
fed, and 497 Bottle and 253 impm.peﬂ‘::r fed. Among the Bottle-led children, only 42 were anpplisd
with long-tubed bottles, as compared with 75 during the previous year.

51 In.m or 8005 gomforters wers found not to be used, The comforter seems to dis very hard,
many mothers still preferring to risk its dangers rather than discard it altogether.

B2, From reports received from the Health Visitors 1 find it is bhecoming more and mors diffienl ®
for mothers to prooure woollen clothing for their bahies and in this connection the help that will in
future be available through Infant Wellare Centres will be mueh sppreciated. It is most creditable,
therefore, to find that asg,.g of the babies visited were supplied with woollen clothing, and that only
255, were described as badly clothed.

B, The health of the babies on the whole was very satisfactory, but thers were rather mare wasting
babies obzerved than in the prm:iuu.u year, 79 as uga.in'ﬂ. 19, The food difficulties during 1917, to-
gether with the ice of standing in quoues in all states of the weather, may have sceounted to some
axtent for this, but another factor responsible for this increase in the number of wasting bahiea may
be found in the larger number of mothers emploved in Factories both before and after confinement,
the figures being respectively 251 and 103 as compared with 194 and 44 iu 1916,

64, During the visits of the Health Visitors to the homes, sanitary defecta were notified to the Looal
Health Authorities in 307 instances, many of which were rermedied in dne course, These defects wers
discovered chiefly among the older dwelling houses of the Warwick Urban and Rural Districis and
of Boutham.

INFANT WELFARE CENTRES

55.  Hinee last year's Report, new Centres have been opened at Longford, Binley, Dordon, Kerealay
aud Shirley, there being now 22 Centres in the County all voluutury agenvies working in co-operation
with the County Health Visiting Staff. In addition to these, there are two Centres at Nuneaton,
at one of which assistance is given by the County Staff, and one Cantre at [mmin_gtuﬂ ovar which
the County Staff has no supervision. Kach Health Visitor has now with one exception one or mors
Tnfant Welfare Contres in her Distriet over which she acts as Buperintendent, This exeaption is in
the Brailes Rural District, where the villages are so amall and scattered that it has been found im-
possible to open o Centre hare at prosent. Miss Huxrer, Health Visitor for this Distriot, acts jointly
with Miss WuearLey as Buperintendent of the Stratford-on-Avon Centre.

56.  The attendance of both mothers andébabies has on the whole been extremely satisfactory, the
numbers in individual attendsnce being respectively 1,107 and 1,405, and the total number of atten-
dances 9,579 and 12,939,
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COWSHEDS, DAIRIES AND MILKSHOPS.

104. These have been frequently inspected and where necessary steps taken to have defects attended
to. _II"IU general tone of the various Reports is to show that these promises are on the whole kept in
a fairly satisfactory condition.

HEALTH VISITORS.

105.  The Staff remains numerically the same as in 1916—15 Health Visitors including the Super-
intendent, and 2 Health Visitors appointed for special purposes, viz. : —Measles Visiting and Infant
Welfare Work in the Warwickshire Combined Districts.

106, ﬁ'lihg to the continuous development of Infant Welfars Cantres throughout the County, and
to ﬂlﬂ ntroduction of School Clinics and Tuberculosis Dizpensaries, activities in connection with
which the Health Visitor's attendance is essential, it is becoming ever more apparent that additional
help will be required if our present high standard in eonnection with County Health Visiting is to be
maimntained.

107.  The result of the year's work as shewn in detail in the tabular statements appended to this
W is eminently satisfactory, a eredit both to the Health Visitors themselves and to the County

MIDWIVES ACT, 1902

108.  During the year, 210 Midwives notified their intention of practising in the County, but of thess
only 158 actually did so, 91 being trained Midwives and 67 ** Bona-fide " Midwives. ~ Of the latter,
28 are regarded as illiterate, but as far as the actual practice of the Midwives is concerned, in only
11 is it considered poor, and in 31 fair, while the work of 111 is quite up to standard.

lﬂ!Lh The County Health Visitors, who alse act as Inspeciors of Midwives, have made 236 Inspections
with reference to the keeping of bags, appliances, Registers, ete., and in addition, 661 visits have been
paid to them in connection with various matters pertaining to their practice, making a total of 917
vizitz to Midwives,

110 Of the 6,196 Births registerad, 3,739 cases wore takon by Mid xives doring the year, and 411
Notices of Sending for Medical Help were received as agiinst 483 in the previous vear.

111.  Seven Midwives resigned thml:ﬂl ill-health and old age, and 1 owing to inability to carry out
the rules ; 4 Midwives died during FEAr,

VENEREAL DISEASES.
112 The scheme for the Disgnosiz and Treatment of Venereal Diseasas as set out in last yvear's
Beport, materialized during 1917,

Facilities—Arangements were made with the Laboratory of the Univemsity, Bir-
mh'fhm, wherely material in connection with these diseases may be sent by any Medical Practitioner
in the County for examination and report free of cost to the Practitioner or patient. As one would
naturally expect, these facilities were taken advantage of by the profession only to averylimited extent.
An innovation such as this, which to the ordinary Genesal Practitioner involves new methods re-
quiri upacill technique, will inevitably take time to mature and allow of full advantage being talen
of it. is must also go hand in hand with treatment, the facilities for which were not complete
until the end of the year. Bpecimens examined at the Laboratery during 1917 were as follows :— °

Byphilis—For Wassermann Reaction ... .. 19
B For detection of Spirochetes ... B
Gonorthoes—For detection of Genocosel e )

113, Treatment Centres.—It was decidad that treatment should be given at three Centres in the
'Uuung, preference being had for this purpose to Clinies associnted with existing General Hopsitals.
ingly arrangements were made wiclh the H":rmingha.m Genernl Hospital to serve the northern
part of the County, with the Coventry and Warwickshire Hospital, Coventry, to meet requirementa
of districts in the neighbourhood of the City of Coventry, including Rugby and Nunsaton, and with
the Warneford Hospital, l:ﬂl.mingtun., to cover the southern part of the County. The Clinic at Coventry
was aviilable in the carly part of the year, at Leamington arrangements were complete in July, and
at Birmingham in November. [mmediately each of these Cantres was opened, every Medical Prag-
titioner in the respective areas was circularised informing him of the facilities offered both for
i iz and treatment and urging his co-operation in the national campaign against Venereal
Disease. The local press was utilized to bring to the notice of the public the hours at which treatment
could be obtained at the warious Clinics, the importance of early and scientific treatment being
especially sccentuated. A further statement of the details of the fucilities provided was sent to all Sanitary
Anthorities in the County, to Poor Law Authorities, to Ministers of all Denominations, to Midwives,
Police Officers, Salvation Army Units, and to all voluntary agencies engaged in social work in the
County.
114.  While the work of the first year has consisted mainly in organising and advertising, some pro-

has been made in the matter of treatment., At the 3 Clinics, 39 cases have been dealt with
of Syphilis, and 5 of Gonorrhoea. It is regrettable to find that 12 of these cases ceased to attend,
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134. 1t will be seen that the Rirth-rate has fallen 2} per 1,000 on the very low rate of last year,
- which was previously the lowest on recornd.

135. The Death-rate is practically identical with that of the last two years and having regard to
existing conditions, ix extremely satisfactory. The Zymotic Death-rate is one of the lowest on record
and practically identical with rl.nt vear. The rate of Tuberculosis is also identical with that of the
two previous years. The two most interesting figures, however, are those intimating the mortality
from Typhoid Fever and Infant Mortality.

136. 1 have frequently stated that the Death-rate from Typhoid Fever is the best single index of
sanitary condition ag ordinarily understood. That being so, it is extremely interesting to me to be
able to show that the figure for last year was much the lowest on record, When we consider that
Typhoid Fever, in all previous wars, hag been the soldiers’ deadly enemy, and that when we consider
the constant mingling of men from the seat of war, with the civilian population, the figure quoted
ahove iz eloquent testimony, not only to the effect of the sanitary work in the County, but of the
excellent sanitary errangements existing at the various fronts,

137. The figure however in which I take the most interest, is that of Infant Mortality, and here again,
1 have the great satisfaction of recording that the figure is the lowest on record, little more than one-
half of our average rate 15 years ago, the time when your Council began to lead opinion as regards
sanitary effort in Counties in domestio hygiene,

138, It might have been reasonably expected that the diffieulties of war conditions would have
prevented st least a further reduction in the rate of Infant Mortality. The difficulty of gmg milk
in many places, the extension of woman’s labour, with the consequert risk of extra toil, both 1mme-
distely before and after ehild-birth, all would make us expect that conditions of infant i:ih would of
necessity be less satisfactory. [t is therefore o matter of the greatest congratulation that the work
carried out by the sanitary staff, and particularly by the Huuitﬁ Visitora, has been able to meet these
anticipated difficulties, and to cope with them in o way the Ggures suggest.

139,  With the exception of our Health Visitors Staff, the work has been donn with s dopleted staff
in practically every rllapnriment. Two of our assistant Medical Officers of Health remain on military
seivice, We are short of two Assistant Tuherculosis Officers, and the third Assistant County Medical
Officer resigned his appointment, and left us to carry on as best we could the School and other
work of the County, with & gentleman new to the work and ignorant of the topography of the County.
Buffice it to eav, however, Dir. Lloyd Roberts, the temporary Assistant, has carried out his work to
the satisfaction of all concerned. ;

140.  In reviewing the genersl work of the County, I think it right to state that I am extremaly
satisfied with the way it has been carried out. [ believe that speaking ly, a great
advance is being made in our methods of dealing with public health. As rega Tuberculosis, T
think it right however to say that we are practically only marking time. Not only have we suffered
from shertage of Stafl, and the fact therefore that only theee of the Dispensaries can be worked, but
the present administrative difficulties militate in my opinion, against a system of soientifio 3
The limited sccommodetion available at Brameote Sanatorium, coupled with the d,iﬁmﬂtiuoi duli;ng
with disclinrged soldiers and insured persons makes it impossible to deal at the present time scien-
tifically with the prevention of Tubereulosis. In saying this, T do not wish to reflect on any partionlar
part o?ilm work but simply to express the opinion that with the best intentions, under presant
conditions, very little effective is likely to be achieved.

141. If, however, this be g0 a8 regards Tuberculosis, it must be borne in mind that we have com-
menced-—towards the end of the year—a new campaign against Venereal Disease. In my opinicn,
this is one of the most important steps taken of late. For many and obvions reasons, it is diffioult
at present to deal publicly and fully with all peints of the guestion, but when it is bome in mind
that Venereal Discase affects probably 10 per cent. of the population, that it is the ehis § canse of still-
birth, that it is responsible for the majority of cases of many types of paralysis, and for a large

rtion of the so-called heart disease, it will be seen how important 1s the problem, Despite inherent
ifficulties in bringing to the public the necessity of grappling with this scourge, arrangements have
been made in the County for dealing with the discase. Opportunities are now given to evervons
suflering, to receive modern scientific up-to-date treatment. Perhaps in no case is ﬂ a greater troism
1o =ay that the people ave perishing for lack of knowledge, and it i= therefore with great satisfaction
that I pote that at the time of writing & meeting is arranged by means of which a County Branch of
the National Asseciation for mmhring] the direase, is hmgo:::nmd in the County, which will give
every opportunity to those affected to learn what may be

142.  In this matter, it is of the greatest importance that the public must know and demand treat-
ment, rather than negleet symptoms as hae eo often been done in the past. Farly acceptance of
modern treatment, carried out to its completion, is an absolute necessity, and the time has arrived
when it is necessary to lay aside all false modesty and in the national interest, under conditions
ﬁuﬂhﬁ“ﬁg ttltu war, to grapple with a problem which it may truly be said jeopardizes the very existence

the State,
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NUMBER OF CASES.

Chart showing the number of cases notified each week
and Typhoid Fever (black), in ¢
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