[Report 1914] / Medical Officer of Health, Warwickshire County Council.

Contributors

Warwickshire (England). County Council.

Publication/Creation
1914

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/bamu6fd7

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode




i

10,

11.

12.

1.

14.

15.

b

In the Annual Report of the Registrar General for 1913, the natural increase in Popula-
tion is dealt with, that is the execss of Birth-rate over Death-rate.  This figure for
Warwickshire is 11 -8 per 1,000 living, compared with 10 -2 for the County at large.  In
only ten of the Counties in England and Wales was the natural Increase greater than
in Warwickshire, those Countics being :—

Brecknockshire ... 12 -2 Staffordshire .., 15 -6
Middlesex 12 -4 Nottinghamshire 13 -8
Northumberland ... 12-7 Durham ... 153
Derbyshire ... 12 -0 Monmouthshire ... 17 -0
Cormarthenshire ... 13 -0 Glamorgunshire ... 17 -8

In the Urban Districts of Warwickshire the Natural Increase was 102 per 1,004
living, and in the Rural Districts 181, This high figure for the Rural Districts com-
pared with 9 -5 for similor distriets in England and Wales 15 aceounted for h}l' the extra-
orcdinarily high Natural Inercase in Coventry Rural, which in 1913 was according to the
Registrar General's estimation 65 -1, The population of this Rural District, in virtue
of its proximity to the thriving City of Coventry, has inereased cenormounsly since the
1911 Census, and 15 now estimated at 1,900, an incercase of 1,818 since 1911. The
Natural Increase in 1914, based on the estimatod populatiom of 1900, s 80 -5, still an
exceptionally high figure—and the Naluvral Inerease for the County s a whole in 1914
is 11 -1 per 1,000 living.

BIRTHS.

There were 7,885 Births registered, as compared with 7,557 in the previous year. 0Of
these, 8,164 were in the Urben Distriets, snd 4,221 in the Rural Distriets.  These figures
show a Birth-rate of 28 07, comparved with 24 -17 in the previous year. The disappoint-
ment that the 1013 Rate bas not been at least equalled, is added to by the fact that
the present figure is the lowest on record with the exception of 1911, when it was 22 <80,

The Birth-rate in the Urban Distriets was 21 -20, as against 22 -85 in 1913, and in
the Rural Districts it hes fallen to 2346, compared with 2521 in the previous year.

In the Urban Districts, Nuneaton had the highest Birth-rate, viz. :—20-0, while in
Bulkinpgton it was 25 -4, in Kenilworth it was 23 -1, and in Warwick 28-0. The lowest
rate was again in Leamington Spa with 16 -5, while Stratford-cn-Avon with 18 8 and
Sutton Coldficld with 15 -2 were both very low.

Im tiw Rural Dhstricts Coventry shows the satisfactory figure of 84 78, the other
Listricls execeding the average bemng r—Nuncaton 31 -6, Foleshill 20 -8, Tamworth 29 -,
Atherstone 28 -45, Southam 25 0, and Rugby 260, The rates recorded in the followi
Districts are very low :—Farnborough 13 49, Monks Kirby 14 -1, Alcester 15 -5, Solibul
161, Warwick 161, Stratford-on-Avon 18 8, and Brailes 19 -0,

DEATHS.

During the year, $,827 deaths were registered in the County, namely, 1,707 in the
Urban, and 2,020 in the Hural Districts.  This gives o Death-rate of 11 205, which iz not
only a decrease on the previous vear, when it was 1212, bul with the excepticn of
1910, when it was 11 -60, is the lowest death-rote ever 1eeorded in the County.

The Desth-rate in the Urban Districts was 12 <18, and in the Rural Distriets 11 <78,

Onee more Rugby and Sutton Coldficld hoave the lowest Death-rates in the Urban
Districts with 9 0 and 99 respectively.,  Bulkington comes next with 11 -4, which is
very satisfactory, secing that in the previous two years it held the undesirable position
of having the highest Death-rate.  Iis rabe in 1912 was 16-0, and in 1918, 17 4. The
figurcs in the following Districts were all above the average .—Stratloid-on-Avon 127,
Nuneaton 13 -1, Leamington Spa 13 -4, Kenilworth 14 -4, Warwick 14 -8,

As explained in last year's Report a factor was issued by the Registrar General which
enables us to determine what the Death-rate would be supposing the constituent as
regards age and sex was the same as in the eountry as 8 wheole. In order to make
this correction at the Census it was neeessary bo multiply the Deatherate of the County
by 0247, and this is probably the same to-day. Adcpting this factor, we find that
the corrected Death-rate for the County is still further redueed, becoming 11 -05, and
proves our Death-rate to be a highly satisfactory one.
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16. The following table gives the rates of the various Urban and Rural Disteicts, un-
eorrceted and corrected by the age and sex Tactors.

THETRICTS. Urade Dheath-Rate. Dosth-Bate cormsctod lor
ago &6 soX distsibutlon.
Uignax.
Bulkington ... 11 -4 055
Renilworth ... 1k -4 127
Leamington Spa 13-4 11 -1
Nuneaton 18 -1 153 5
Rughy ... ) 1 -6
Stratford-on-Avon ... 127 11 -0
Sutton Coldficld 0 08 SR
Warwick Lid -0 120
Runar.
Aleester 12 -55 100 -5
Atherstone ... 13 26 15 001
Brailes e 128 LY ]
Coventry b2 t =59
Farnborough ... 19 56 1578
Faleshill 11 -0 ik =51
Meriden 14 -5 11 -%
Monks Kirby ... LLURH T 8 .32
Nuneaton 1n 2 141 =015
Rughy ... 119 10 5
Solibull Tk =it i IR
Southam 11 -5 11 -2
stratford-on-Avon ... 12 % 10 21
Tamworth 10 -5 11 =i
Warwick 80 T 4
County as a whole 11 -85 11 -05

ZYMOTIC DISEASES.

17.  The deaths registered from the seven principal Zymotic Discases mumbered 260, being
less than the number 1egistered in the previcus vear.  This gives o Zymotic Death-rate
of 0-81, compared with 087 in the previous year.

18. The deaths were Trom the following esuscs -—Typhoid Fever, 9 ;. Smallpox, 0 ; Measles,
14; Scarlet Fever, 18; Whooping Cough, 54; Diphtheria, 49; Diarrhoa, 116

19. When compared with the previous vear's figures it will be noticed that there has been
a pleasing reduction in the deaths from Measles and Scarlet Fever.  The reduced figure
for Measles is particularly satisfoctory for only 14 deaths were attvibuted to it i 1914,
while in 19123 the number was 58.  Typhoid Fever had 9 deaths egeinst 8, while
Diarrhoea is responsible for 116 deaths as compared with 114, Whooping Cough with
54 ﬂgﬂillﬁl 34, and Diphtherin with 49 ngainst 838 arc not so satisfactory.

20.  Smarrrox.—Again I have the pleasure of reporting that no case of this discase has
been recorded throughout the County.

21.  Meastis.—The deaths from this disease have been exceptionally few, only 14 for the
whole of the County, namely 7 in the Urban and 7 in the Rural Districts, Never belore
have 1 had the pleasurc of recording so small a number of deaths from this disease.

@2 Sipee the vear 1011, when Messles was so prevalent throughout the whole of the
County and also vieglent in character, there has been o gradual deeline in the death-rate

as shown on referenee to the following table = —

Year 10 1910 1411 1012 1918 1914
Deaths ... 127 (s 175 ] 5% 14

28 Of the 7 deaths in the Urban Districts 5 oceurred at Leamington, one at Kenilworth,
and one at Rugby. In the Hural Districts, the one-sided nature of the return was
even more marked, as Foleshill was responsible for six of the deaths. Tamwaorth sapply-

ing the remaining one.

24. Not only has the death-rate diminished during the last thiee years, but the prevalence
of the disease has also been reduced. The number of cases of Measles notified during
the vear by School Teachers or the School Attendance Officers was only 448, while in
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the previous year the number was 1,722, Although it is gratifying to note such a marked
reduction in the prevalence cf this discase, vet judging from its o eter in past vears,
1 am afraid this reduction will be but short-lived as by the next year or two there will
be a large body of more or less suseeplible children who will spread the disease inepidemic
form of possibly considerable dimensions, I am econvineed, however, that this present
low death-rate 15 not merely o matter of coincidence but is in part due to advice given
to pavents during the visits to the homes of our Health Visiting Staff.  To bring about
a permanent reduction of the death-rate of such o disease as Measles, parents must be
educated to the importance of home nursing during an attack, Children are too fre-
quently allowed to roam about the streets and play with neighbouring children while
in an infeetive state, thereby running the risk not only of infecting others but of them-
selves comtracting lung complications, a frequent cause of death i this disease.

Scantet Fever—A diminotion in the number of deaths from this discase has taken
place, only 18 being registered, whercas the number was 25 in each of the two preceding
vears, Seven of the deaths oceurred in the Urban and 11 in the Rural Districts. Ather-
stone was rvesponsible for five of the deaths, but no other District had more than twe
deaths.  Although the death-rate is lower than in the previous year, the number of
cases notified was larger, being 1,871 against 1,214,

In the Urban Districts 547 cases were notified, the heaviest contributors being
Nuncaton 173, Sutton Coldficld 102, and Rugby 91. In the Rural DNstricts 824 coses
were notified.  Foleshill had 206, Atherstone 180, Rughy 109, Solibnll 76, and Meriden 71,

These figures support what has frequently been shown that when an epidemic of
Searlet Fever assumes considerable dimensions the death-rate is invarinbly low, The
main reason for this is that, as the discase 15 not virulent in character, less care is taken
by parcnts Lo prevent the spread of infection, and many cases are 50 mild as to cseape
detection snd vet are the means of spreading the disease to others, (hereby augmenting
the epidemic until the erest of the wave is reached.

The total number of enses removed to hospital was 886, 200 [rom the Urban and 586
from the Hural Districts. In 1918 of the 611 cases in the Urban Districts, 269 went to
Hospital, while the Rural Districts with G03, removed 417 Lo hospital.

Ihentueria.—During Lhe year this disease has shown an increased prevalence, 440
cases being notified, compared with 812 in 1913. There were 189 cases in the Urban
and 301 in the Rural Districts. The deaths registered numbered 49, namely, 11 in
the Urban and 85 in the Rural Districts. The Death-rate from it was 015, as com-
pared with 0-10 in the previous year.

In the Urban Districts the deaths were recorded as follows :—Kenilworth 1, Leam-
ington 3, Nuneaton 4, Sutton Coldlield 3.

Among the Rural Districts, Alcester had 50 cases with 8 deaths. Rugby had 67
cases with 5 deaths.  Atherstone and Foleshill each had 6 deaths and cach 25 cases,
while Southam and Tamworth each had 4 deaths.

When Diphtheria becomes at all virulent in character Hospital treatment is advisable,
and when such is not available, Rural patients especially are bound to suffer.  With
reference to the outhreak in the Aleester District, the Medical Officer of Health reports :—
“The most troublesome outbreak to deal with was at Great Alne, 21 cases occurring
in June and July. Owing to the laek of accommodation at the ]!mpih‘ll many of the
cases had to be treated at home.”  Eight deaths were recorded in the Aleester District
during the vear,

Waoorixe Coven,—Fifty-four deaths were attributed to this disease, compared with
34 in the previous year, which meosns a Death-rate from it of 016, compared with 0 -10
in 1913, Of the 90 deaths in the Urban Districts, Nuneaton was responsible for 7
and Leamington and Warwick 4 cach, while of the $4 deaths which occurred in the
Rural Distriets, 11 were at Atherstone and 10 at Foleshill.

As in Measles, so in Whooping Cough ean a great deal be done through the minis-
trations of the Health Visitor to reduce the Death Rate, which is dependant so miueh
on the care excreised by Mothers in the prevention of bronchial complieations.  Many
young lives could be saved if, during cpidemic periods the infected houses ecould be
visited and advice given on the care of the children during such times, both as regards
exposure to infection and to the detection of complications likely to prove fatal if

neglected.
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Fever, cLupixc Tyenoin AxD oTHeEr CoxTiNCeEn Fevers.—Nine deaths were re-
corded, which is the same total as in the previous vear. Five of the deaths were al
Kenilworth, and were among those eases which were the last of the water-borne outhreak
which commenced at the end of the previous year. There were no other deaths in
the Urban Districlts. In the Hural Districts there were but 4 deaths, namely 2 ot
Atherstone and 2 at Southam.

The Death-rate was 0-02, the same ss in 1913, which is the lowest rate on reeord,
and had it not been for the Kenilworth outhreak, the figure of 4 deaths only for the
whole of the County would have been a highly satisfactory one. With reference to
the Kenilworth outbreak, Dr. Taxcve reports that the cpidemic has subsided, and that
the town is now receiving an ample and pure water supply.

The number of cases notificd was l:h.l}' 41, n very satisfactory reduction on the notifi-
cations for 1918, which totalled 738, Sixteen oceurred in the Urban Districts amnd 25 in
the Rural. In the autumn an outbreak which might have proved serions, oceureed al
Newbold-on-Avon, but this was dealt with promptly by Dr, Tanoeve.—Seven of the nine
cases motified here were in the one family.

Dianrnops.—During the vear, 116 deaths were registered from this disease, compared
with 114 in the previouns year.

The climatic conditions during the summeoer of last year were such as rather to encourage
the onset of this discase amonge Infants, sod it s greatifying to God that the above fioore
was not execeded.  The limitation of the Diarrhoeal Ieath-rate is ne doukt in part due
to the higher ideals of sanitation proctised by Sanitory Authovities st the present Gime
and to the edueation and instroction taken to the homes of the people by our Health
Visitors on matters of pesonal hygiene so important in the prevention of diarrhoeal
diseases. It is gratilying also to note that at least during the first five months of the
war there has been no appreciable rise in the Infantile Diarthosa Deatlerate, which
might well have ceourred through the inereased cost of ii\'illg and thl‘nugll ot her BEENCIEs
in operation during war time.

Prraizais axp otneR Tuesekcuran Dispases.—Two hundred and thirteen denths were
registered from Pulmonary Tubereulosis and 85 from other forms of Tubereular Disense,
There is found to be a slight inercase in the number of deaths from Phthisis, as compared
with the rious vear, when the fisure was 153,

The Phthisis Denth-rate of 0-C8 per 1,000 is still a highly satisfactory ligure, and
apart from the last two years, it will be seen from the appended table, that no Death-rate
has Leen 1ecorded sinee the year 1880 lower than the present one,

I find that the Phthisis Death-eates have been as follows :—
1580 1113
1500 1-10
1561 1-09
15602 1 -0
15605 1 -0
1504 1 -046
1565 “r 1:18
1501 LR
1307 (U EE]
1505 (U
1509 1 -0
1000 I
1901 0 81
10k e ]
105 (LD |
1Ehbd i =81y
15005 -T2
T 0 -80
1007 0-78
1008 [1 ]
T N 077
1010 -8R0
1611 037
1912 i =50
1013 s 0 -58
14914 (LR
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During the year under review the arrangements for dealing with Tubereulosis have
remained the same as in the previous year, notified cascs being visited by our County
Health Visiting Stafl, who advisc as to the best measures to be taken towards prevention
of spread of infection, and render what help they ean in guiding patients and contacts
as to their mode of living,

The County Scheme suggested by me, and incorporated in my Heport for 1912, has
materialised in so far as the appointment was made towards the end of last vear of a
Tuberculosis Officer, who acts jeintly for the County Couneil and the Uity of Coventry.
Sinee his appointment much of his time has been spent in acquiring sites or buildi
already existent, for the purpose of Dispensaries, and at the time of writing I am pleased
to say one branch Dispensary has been opened at Leamington ; and others willpfulluw
quickly at Stratford-on-Avon, Solihull and Atherstone ; the central Dispensary at Coventry
is also nearing completion.

During the development of this scheme, the all important work of home visiting has
procecded a5 usnal. During the year, 428 cases of Phthisis were notified, 212 in the
Urban and 211 in the Hural Districts : while in addition 114 coses of other forms of
Tuberculosis were reported.

In reviewing the work of the Health Visitors in connection with Tuberculosis, I find
that 494 new cases have been dealt with during the year. To these, 421 first visits
have been paid, and 868 other visits, making a total of 1,284 visits paid to Tuberculous
Paticents dming the year.  Of 856 Insured Persons and Dependents, 150 were treated in
Sanatoria, and 160 received domiciliary treatment. As regards the supply of Disin-
feetants, the Local Senitary Authorities have met with the request of the i]E:u.th YVisitors
in 240 instanees, and 170 Stupum Flasks have been provided. This help from  the
Loeal Sanitary Authorities is much appreciated. With regard to Sputum Flasks, T learn
that in some cases, these have been Ellprﬂi:‘:ﬁ contaming a rubber stopper, which in
practice is proved not be be withoot visk.,  When the neck of the flask is wet during
the act of expectoraticn the rubber stopper does not hold securely, the result being that
the contents of the flask might very easily be emptied into the pocket, there to amd
be a source of danger to others. A screw stopper would obviate the chanee of this
mishap, and it is hoped that Loeal Sanitary Authorities S‘uprl}‘i]lg Flasks will bear this
in mind. As a result of representations made by the Health Visitors, the ventilation
of houses has been imprr:\'-.-(f in 81 eases. It is to be regretted, however, that in some
districts there is little response on the part of the Loeal Authority to matters such as
improved ventilation in houses containing Phthisical persons.  If windows are not made
to open or are made to open partislly, such as sash windows opening only at the bhottom,
it is hard to impress on people the importance of sufficient ventilation and impossible
to urge those who have returned [rom Sanatorin to continue to live under similar con-
ditions taught them while in such institutions.

Any scheme for the treatment of Tubereulosis is incomplete thal does not provide for
efficient treatment after o patient has returned from s Sanatorium, as any benefit that
has been derived by residence there for a few wecks is so apt to be quickly lost when a
[l;:rturu is made to the accustomed mode of living practi during the pre-sanatorium

AYE,

Miss Cunonirox, speaking of Tubercular patients in the Atherstone District, says:—
*There is a great disinelination to use open-air shelters even when they can be fixed.
In Atherstone no place has been found for such shelters, so that all cases coming back
from Sanatorin have had to go back to their old homes, and i these happen to have
been in yvards, a relapse is soon noticed.”

Referring to the use of shelters, Mrs. Gaxsipe in the Aleester Distriet deplores the
fact that shelters are not advocated by some Doctors as freely as they might be, and
remarks :—* If, after Sanitorium treatment a shelter could be supplied for the patient to use
immediately, it would prevent him again sleeping indoors while coming to a de-
cision about having one and waiting for the local Doctor’s adviee as to the desirability
of applying to the Insurance Committee, during which delay the patient gets accustomed
to sleeping in the house, the comfort of which so often tempts him to decide to continue
:'It'!l

Shelters were provided cither by the Insurance Committer, or the Local Sanitary
Authority in 46 instances.
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The value of MNotification of this disease has been well illustrated in many instances
where the seriousness of the condition has not been appreciated and the child has had
to sulfer in consequence.  Instructions have been given to all Midwives as to the correet
procedure to be carried oul when u_ltumli::‘F cases of Inflammation of the Eves in Infants,
resulting in much better supervision of sueh cascs, and consequent saving of sight. Early
treatment is absolutely cssential if pormanent damage to the eyes is to be avoided, and
with this in view Midwives are urged to notify at onee any inflammation of the eyes,
however slight, occurring in their practice.

NOTIFICATION OF BIRTHS ACT, 1907,

During the vear under review this Act has been in operation in every District of the
County. Consent has been given by the Local Government Board to the adoption of
the Act by District Couneils, on eondition that ndvnmw be taken by them of the
facilitics offered by the County Couneil for the Home Visiting in connection with its
administration, meaning that the existing Stoff of Health Visitors should be utilised for
this purpose. Fach District Medical Oticer has aecordingly been requested to send to
me wcokl:,' a list of Motifications of Births received by him from Medical Practitioners
and other reslwnsih]v. persons in his District.  The County Health Visitors are then
instructed to visit as carly as l.u.n-sihlu. and to advise as ko the %lmper methed of Infant
feeding, of clothing and of sleeping, and also to educate the Mothers in matters of
personal as well as Infant Hygiene, all being directed towards the preservation of young
life and the reduction of Infant Mortality,

The success of the work, as far as the County Stalf is concerned, d primarily
upon the receipt of notifieations from the Distriet Medieal Officers.  If these are not
fortheoming, lives may he sactificed through a timely visit from the Health Visitor bcin.g
rendered impc-s.-.il;;l:h, I am pleased to say that most of the Distriet Medieal Officers
have supplied me with a list of Notified Hirths as soon as they have received them,
but from the Coventry Rural District, in which 06 births were registered, 1 have not
received a single notifieation of a birth during the vear; and from the Monks Kirby
District, in which 22 births were registered, only two have been notified to me.

There is abundant evidence from the District Medical Officers’ Heports, to shew that
the Act is to some extent still ignored by those upon whom it is ineumbent to notify
the occurrence of a birth to the District Medical Officer of Health within 36 hours after
such birth. While this is much to be regretted, it devolves upon each Local Sanitary
Autherity, after the adoption of this Act, to see that its requirements are carried out,
and I would strongly wrge, in view of the necessity at the present moment of preservi
infant life as far as it lies in our power to do so, that every County District should take
what steps it considers advisable to see that the provisions of this Act are duly observed.

Di. Hernixg, in his Heport to the Atherstone Rural District Council, dealing with
this question of Notifieation of Births says —* In your District these notifications are
not carefully or systematically made ; nearly 30 per cent. of the births I last
vear were not notified, and c::l:;&tﬂﬂtﬂl‘.i}' not received 'liy' the Visitons. | mlght the
matter before vour Council in November last ; my remarks appeared in the public press,
hut no improvement has, as yet, been noticed. T would therefore strongly ug your
Couneil to take action in the matter and insist on all births being duly notified. As
the adoption of the Act was by the resolution of your Council, and not deputed to you
by the County Authorities, the responsibility for its efficient administration rests with
you, and not with the County Council or the County Medical Officer of Health."

This matter is also emphasised by Dr. Tanoye in his Reports to the Kenilworth Urban
Distriet Council and to the Meriden Rureal Distriet Councal ; by De. Lioxen Orron of
Bulkington ; by Dn. Bostock Hint of Sutton Coldfield ; by Dr. Tispain Jouxs of
Farnborough and Dr. A. A. Woon of Nuneaton Rural.

INFANT MORTALITY.

It is pleasing to be able again to report a very satisfactory Infant Mortality. The
figure for this year is 87 per 1,000 Registered Births, a reduetion of one on the rate for
the previous year which was 83, Considering the somewhat abnorinal conditions exist-
ing during the last five months of the year, since the outbreak of War, conditions likel
to militate against Infant Welfare, it is most gratifying to find that the above re I8

so low, in fact that it is even lower than it was in more normal times, In the Urban
Districts the Hate was 87, and in the IRural 86,

&



65. The highest figure in the Urban Districts was recorded by Bulkingten where it was
133 thiu'f:-(-iug closely followed by Nuneaton with 119,  The lowest rates in the Urban
Districts are credited to Sutton Coldficld and Kenilworth, with 53 and 57 respectively,
Of the other Urban Districts Leamington alone excecded 50,

66. In the Itural Districts Atherstone stands highest with 114, and Foleshill elosely follows
with 112. Nuneaton Rural, which last vear held the unenviable position of having the highest
Infant Mortality in the County with 172, has fallen to the more normasl but still high

of 3. o deaths under one vear were registered either at Coventry Hural or
Monks Kirby. Next to these exeeptional rates come Stratford-on-Aovn with 51 and
Alecester with 54, Warwick, Farnborough and Southam were all over 80,

67. The work done during the past year in connection with Child Welfare in the County
18 most creditable. When one considers that this is only one branch of Health Visiting
it 13 a matter for mngmtulutinn to the whole stall that so much has been rmr.‘mnp]ished,

88. During the L year G901 visits were paid to Infants, compared with 8,665 in 19138,
With eleven Distriets, each Distriet being supplied with one Iimlth Visitor, this figure
5 sum]}" ns ]Iigl'l as can be reasonably expected of the present staff.  That there 15 o
large amount of work in connection with Infant visiting still left undone, is o matter
which each Health Visitor (without exception) deplores.  As many as 4,200 first visits
were paid to Infants, and 2,701 re-visits.

89.  Although the first visits are in fact extremely important, it is often found that after
a second wisit the advice given on feeding, clothing, slecping arrangements, and other
matters of Infant Hygiene are more fully acted upon than after the first visit to the
Heme. By a second visit the influence of the personality of the Health Visitor is more
fully appreciated, and when she finds she has gained the confidence of the Mother, nothing
hut comes from her interview.  Although there are many Infants who have not
received a second visit, there are on the other hand numbers who as & matter of urgency

have been visited not twice but many times.

70. Of the 4,260 Infants visited, I find that at first 8,803 were Breast-fed, 258 partly Breast-
Fed, and 607 entirely Bottle Fed. Three hundred and thirty one are stated to have
been at the time of the visit, improperly fed. It will be seen, thercfore, that the
number of Breast-Fed Babies in the County represents ncarly 80 per cent,, the exact
figure being 797 per cent.

71. With reference to the mode of Feeding, I learn that in 521 eases a boat-shaped bottle
was in use, and the long-tubed bottle was cmployed in 194 instances. There appears
a considerable reduction in the number of long-tubed bottles now in use, the figure for
last year being 307, so that in a few years time this type of bottle should be entirely
superseded by the more hygienic boat-shaped one.

72, With reference to the use of Comforters, I am sorry to say our Crusade against the
use of such abominations has not yielded better results than are shown by the figures
for the year under review. Inonly 1,068 cases Comforters were not resorted to, shewing
that about 50 per cent. of babies are still encournged in their use.  In the carly part
of the present year I prepared a leaflet on the dangers likely to result from the use of
Comforters. Tt is to be | that during the coming year, as a result of our further
Crusade, there will be a marked diminution in the use of these articles, It is a ;irutif_v-
ing sign of the times when, as happened recently, even a Chemist asked for leaflets
denouneing the use of Comforters, to be displayed in his shop.

78. The use of cols is, I am glad to say, becoming much more prevalent. During the
past year there were no less than 1,561 found to be in use, compared with 1,186 in the
previous year, and only 706 in 1912 and 848 in 1911, Still more use would be made of
cots but for the fact that in several Districts there is considerable overcrowding, and the
rooms being so small, the Parents make the excuse that they eannot find room for a cot.

continued improvement is shewn in the character of clothing worn by Infants.

b Thgl large number l-!.r 8,127 were clothed in woollen garments.  In @46 cases both cotton

and woollen elothing was used, and in only 487 instances was cotton clothing used
entirely.  One hundred and fifty seven Infants are recorded as being badly clothed.

. health of Infants was said to be satisfactory in 8,743 cases and unsatisfactory in

b Elg‘h: There were 69 wasting Babies visited, and 37 were recorded as neglected. 'I'Iu:m

is an unfortunate increase in the number of wasting Babies reported, as rqml];murl ""tlh

jous year, the figures being 69 and 38 respectively.  This increase is duc mainly

:Ee :Ern:-g: number of 21 wm:;g Babies recorded in the Sutton Coldfield and Meriden
Districts,
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With regard to the health of the Hmhx:r., in only 104 cases was this regarded as bad,
In 57 instonees the Mother is reported as h“‘m!:. been employed al a factory before
confinement, ond in 20 eases alter ; while in 114 cases charing was undertaken. It
will be seen, thercfore, that the mujurlt} of Mothers in the County of Warwick—
4,037 —are cmployed thrlr]_\. in hougehold duties.

In 3,629 cases housing condilions are reported as clean. 477 as fair and 154 dirky.
With regard to the sanitary condition of houses visited, there appears to be a m
improvement, but in 180 cases conditions were so bad as to necessitale a report being
sent to the Loeal Banitary Authority.

To give a better insight into the work, 1 quote a few instances of Heporls made to
me by the District Health Visitors.

Miss Brown, in the Solihull Distriet, says:—* In eomparing my work with last
the greatest increase is noted in the number of re visits made—285 against 84. %
was largely due to Di. Taxeve's kindness in allowing me some pamphlets on Infantile
Diorrheea in the summer.  During the hot weather 1 personally delivered as many of
these as I could possibly manage, especially to those houses where I knew haby was bottle
fed.  These pamplhlets proved most weleome to the mothers, for so many children are
affected by this trouble during the Lot weather that they really dread it and were most
thankful to have some reliable information about it.

*There is some slight improvement in the number of * partly fed’ children.  The
mothers are realising more that it is better to build up their own health with extra
food than to give it to baby.

** Unfortunately, neither the mumber of cots provided, nor the nomber of ehildren
witheel comforters increase.  With regand to the ecots, very often one eannct be used on
appount of lack of space.  Other children have to ﬂeep with the parents, and when
there are bwo double beds and o chest of drawers in some of the smaller rooms, there is
not much space for anyihing else.

“*The number of mothers entered under the heading * bad lealth ® seems large for
so small o district.

“Two mothers died during their confinement, one leaving twins and the other an
illegitimate child. Fortunately the latter found an extremely good home, and it is pﬂmb]n
that it is better cared for than it would have been if the mother had lived.

“There are still a few cascs altended by handy women, really 6 in all. One
baby died immediately after birth so does not appear in my figures. len uired into all
these cnses and found three of ther were genuine emergency cases, e renmnmlg
thres were in such remote parts of the l'..mmt!., think the two women mmmmﬁl t
they would escape detection.  They did not realise that the Notification of ]hr‘thﬁ
brings all cases to light. Ioth wemen promised they would not act again w:thurut
a Doctor,

“ Although in a Rural Distriet the conditions of child life are fairly good. one does
find some very bad cnses occasionally.  One baby was the illegitimate offspring of a
child of fifteen years old, and in another case where the mother had six elildren the
record was as follows :—1st Epileptic ; 2nd Fairly Healthy, not robust ; 8rd Rickely—
legs require straightening ; 4th Rickety, squints very badly ; 5th the thllllh", 14 months
uldm no strength to get on to fect }oh Rickety. But m:mpt for abhnormal cases like
these the conditions of the Infants is wnndurl‘a.llt} ood, and those children T have enterad
as neglected were dirty and untidy but not physically unfit.”

Mrs. Ricnarpsor, in Lhe Sutton Coldficld District, mak{‘s the lu-llnmll remorks —
“The gencral health of (he Infants is good, and on nut-wmg' the year's work 1 am l-l.l'
ficd to find very few easesof deliberate negleet.  The ® too careful ” and the * too [
mothers are the great difficulty.

* The elothing has, I believe, more to do with the morlality than the fecding, either
toe much or too little being used, especially in Sutton Coldfield, where one has so fre-
guently to sort oot infants “from & heap of clothes tucked away in a corner nearest the
fire without any chance of fresh air.

“Ib is guite the exception to find an infant without woollen vest and binder, and
in this direction I have lo thank the Midwives, many of them now refusing to use other
than woollen ones.

* The Comforter is still used excessively. A Midwife told me with pride she always
gave the baby a dummy. ‘This has now ceased and together with the intelligent
infant who will not take it, brings up the pereentage of * Dummics not in use " to 60,
The use of Night Cots or Cradles has inereased to 40 pex cent.  One hundred and seventy
three Infants were re-visited, some of them many times ; these were chielly found unsatis-
faetory on first visiting. In:-trut'lmn'e were fully carried out in 117 cases, 53 partly,
and & net at all.  Nine long tube boltles only were found, snd two have persisted in
still using them.”
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81, Miss Cnontrox, in the Tamworth and Atherstone Distriet, reports as follows :—** The
general condition of the Infants visited in this District during 1914 may be considered
satisfactory. 4

“Anexeellent proportion of the Infants was found to be breast-fed, only aboul
10 per eent. being entirely bottle fed children. . Other work has prevented re-visiting
to. any -extent, and s0 I am unable fo say how long breast-feeding was given by the
cmothers. | In some cases breast-feeding is continued up to an Infant being two years
qold, and I have now several children under my supervision who have been fed over
twelve months ; these children are prone to bronchial diseases, get flabby and will not

wieat other foods healthily, and have become more or less rickety,

*“1 have counted all children as in an unsatisfactory condition who have had conghs,
snuffles, thrush, and over-feeding, so it will be seen that of the 806 children reporled on,
jover 500 were quite satisfactory in health, 1 find that few babies are improperly [ed
now with sop, or inferior proprietary feods, but a lerge number ave over fed, cspevially

i t breast-fed babics; this sometimes leads to mothers feeding them with cows milk
. as well, when they need not do so. « At the same time I think the proper feeding of
children: between seven or eight wecks and Lwo yenrs has gob to be taught to mothers,

s and pechaps * Mothers” weleomes © eould do a great deal towards this,

(** Hoat ‘bottles are now used more frequently than long-tubed omes, and if the latter
are used it s not from 1ZNOrAnee on the moather's part but from laziness or for her own
COnvenience.

“ The woollen clothing, d.e, knitted vests amd Hannel binders, are now generslly
used, and it isa rare thing to find o ehild all clothed in cotton, amnd only mothers of
]a!gc families are feund to do so, I think the Midwives have greatly helped to bring
(this about. . MWhat is wanted now is a better pattern to top flannels and gowns.

Comforters are still far too much vsed, but §don't think quite as long ax they
used to be, and certainly they are used more in one distriet than another,

* Cots are used fairly drequently in some parts of the District, and here again it is
noticeable how mothers follow each other's example, I am afraid that overcrowding

. has something to do with the non-use of cots.

| Few mothers are found to work in factoiies o who return to work there after
their infants are born. 1 have counted as domestic work 8 mothers who are in domestie
SCTVICE,

“ Houses are kept as a rule in a cleanly condition, but want of ventilation was noted
in many cases ; this is especially bad for the baby and renders its power of resisting
disease much less,

* The want of o water tap inside the house, a proper sink and eonvenience for
washing clothes is a great handicap to cleanliness, and this is especially to be noticed
in the yvards of Atherstone, Pantry accommodation is often non-existent or defective
and milk has to be kept in the living room on a chest of drawers or inside them. T fre-
quently moticed in the summer the appalling nomber of flies and the :'x;rmurr ol food
to thewr contamination. If something in the nature of a metal frecedd oup yorar {."t'mid be

;v put up in such houses, food, especially milk, could be kept Iree from contammation.

1 should like to bear witness to my predecessor’s excellent work, good methods,
and the good feeling she ereated. towards the Health Visitor, and which it is a pleasure
to follow and enjoy.”

82.  Miss Pakrs, who, up to the end of the year, has given most of her time to the
Nuneaton Borough, 1emarks :—

* Consequent upon the total Birth Notification during the year (1,444), comparalively
few re-visits were possible.  This natuially leaves the bulk of the results undiseovered,
or, odd cases found after long intervals, ol :

B aportion of cots and woollen garments used for babies is considerably better.
 The discontinued use of * comforters * is better, but not so marked as one might
expeet, after the ching of many years. )

“ Long-tubed bottles are certainly on the decrease. Two deaths occurred in 1914,
solely, one might venture to say, through the use of a tube bottle ; for, on the bacterio-
logical examination of the latter by the Medical Officer of Health of Nuneaton, he pro-
nounced that the condition found could have killed several babies, This has not only
acted 8s a deterrent to the mothers in the immediate neighbourhood, but has also made
a good text for the Health Visitor to use to Mothers, both near and far.

Sinee Miss Pakes has now been relieved of part of the Nuneaton District, she hopes
to have more time in future to follow-up and pay more re-visits to Mothers and Infants,

83.  Miss Baxken, who has charge of the Foleshill District, reports as follows :—

“ The analysis is made on 626 infants, among these being cight pairs of twins
The general health of the Infants in the District for the first few months of life has been
good. The mortality in the first month is heavy, this being greatly increased by the
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number of deaths of piemature babies. Thee are very few cases of neglect, most
mothers crring on the side of over-earefulness—too mueh feeding, too great fear of
draughts, ete. 1 am glad to say that the practice of putling babies to sleep out of
doors in the summer is steadily increasing. All mothers who try it find the henefit
both for the infant and lor themselves,  The babics sleep so much better and are so
much more contented in the fresh air than in a hot 5tuif_1,r OO There is not the
constant excuse for picking them up and giving them an unnecessary feed. Out-door
babies are more likely to ﬁ:: dressed in wool also.  Each satislactory vase is an argument
in favour of the practice to other mothers.  Unfortunately, insanitary conditions, i.e.,
dirty vards, uncovered ash-pits, ete., sometimes make it diffieult for mothers to find a
suitable place to put them in,

= O the infants inspected, 519, or 82 -3 per cent. were satislactory in health on ficst
visiting, 104 were unsatisfactory, 3 wasting, and twoe of these were neglected.  Of the
unsatisfactory ones many had colds and coughs, and exeept for temporary aillments of
this kind were healthy,  There would be fewer cases of bronchitis il all babies were
dressed in wool and not Eul to gleep in the hottest part of the kitchen. The change
of temperature from the hot kitchen to the bedroom or the outside air is too great.

* It would be of great benefit to the Distriet il one or more infant welfare centres
could be started, where mothers could bring their babies to be weighed regularly. The
best methods of feeding and dressing wowd be shown and adviee given on many details
which have much to do with the health and comfort of babies and mothers. 1 believe
that such centres would be welcomed by the Midwives of the District, and that they
would visit them both to get instruction themselves and to aid in giving instruction
to the mothers who attend.

* Four hundred and nincty-cight., or 797 per cont. of the infants were breast-fed
entively, and 67 artilicially fed, and 81 breast and artificial.  This is a very pood
portion.  Fortunately few mothers in this Distriet go out to work, so that breast feeding
is in most eases possible.  The advantage of this is especially obvious when it is re-
membered how little accommdation there is in many houses [or the proper storage of
milk. Houses with no pantrics, with a cupboarnd under the stairs, or an mveutigztcd
and unlighted cupboard opening into the kitchen, or pantry and scullery combined, are
frequently found. To keep food wholecsome under such conditions is impossible ;
particularly is it so in the case of milk in summer,

“0Of the bottle-fed babics 65 had boat bottles and only 33 long-tubes—a very salis-
factory lact. Ewvery year the use of long-tubed bottles is lessencd.  Many mothers
are ashamed to confess that they are using one, and say at onece that they know the
boat bottles are better and mean Lo get one ; 20 babies were partly spoon-fed, one infant
with a badly-eleft palate being so entirely, as it eould not suek,  When last seen this
infant had been operated on, with marked improvement, but was to go to the Hospital
again for further teeatment. 1 have included under the heading of imp fed, all
infants having bread, biseuils or rusk in however small a quantity. It is hard to make
some mothers understand that if the baby is gaining weight and is well it must be having
enough breast milk, that babies ery more often from m‘ﬂufmdinf than from hunger. One
hears so often, * 1 did'nt think it satisfied him,” as a reason for giving artificial food,
wher: the mother has quite sufficient to support the child,

* Four hundred and twenby-nine, or 88-5 per cent. of the infants were dressed in
wool next the skin, ie, woollen or flannel vest and flannel binder. This is a great
increase on last year when only 455 per cent. of the infants were in wool; 89 babies
were in eotton only, 114 being partly in wool and partly in eotton. Many babies are
still put into eotton shirts at first and given wool vests when they are shortened, Nearly
all mothers who can afford it choose to have woollen vests, realising that they are a great
protection against cold and bronchitis. The Midwives of the District are doi
work in advising the use of woollen elothing. They see the mothers often before the
haby clothes are hought, and can advise the inexperienced ones what to get.  In some
schools the big girls knit wool vests which are to the mothers at cost price. I found
a good pattern of an infant’s first flannel nightgown was much appreciated at one of
the girls’ sehools, and hope to be able to supply more patterns of infant clothing to
the teachers in the coming year,

* Comforters, I regret to say, arc slightly more used than they were last year. Many
babies are only given them occasionally however, and 1 think fewer children continue
to use them for a year or more,,

i Nﬂﬂi twice as many infants, 217, were found slecping alone this year as last,
in cots, baskets, drawers, perambulators, ete. Some of the expedients used are very
quaint. Some of the home-made cots are really very nice and well-made. In ma
enses where the baby is found to sleep in the parents' bed, the father is at least hall
the time at night work at the pits and mother and baby sleep alone, Overcrowding,
which is very prevalent, and small rooms also militate inst the use of cols.

*Two hundred and twelve re-visits were made.  These include cases where the
child was out, had left the District or was dead. In some cases the same infant was
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visibed several times.  In 80 cases the condition of the infant was salisfactory, in 206
unsatisfactory, and in 14 improving.  In 25 cases instruclions were fully carried ol
in 92 partly, and in 4 only not at all. In many of the partly satisfactorv ones, the
fact that the infant still had a comfocter was the reason that it could not come under
the heading of ‘instructions carried out.' In 2 cases of neglect re-visiting has had the
effect of imprm-'i:l}_q the child's condition if ouly for a time after the visit, SRR e
reported to the N.5.P.C.C. Much more re-visiting would be done if time could be found
for it in the press of other work."”

Miss Uxperwoon, in the Warwick and Kenilworth District savs :—** The work amon
the babics during 1014 has been done with the assistance at different times of thn.f
other members of the Staff, owing to pressure of work in other directions, henee it is

~ only possible for me to give a very general review.

*As in 1013, Kenilworth leads the way before Warwick Urban and Rural respecting
the following points :—(1) good clothing, (2) proper feeding, and (8) separate slecping,
'ﬁ'hli:!' “_IH'WI-_EI'I Urban takes unenviable precedence in the opposite direction. * Improper *
feeding implics starchy foods—patent or otherwise—given under six menths  withen!
* Doctor’s orders.”  Cots are still too frequently regarded as unnecessary luxuries, thougl:
even in this connection there is a rise from 25 per cent. to IO per cent. on the total
nimber svisited,

*“Once more the intimate connection between our work as Inspectors of Midwives

-_ I'Illi as Iﬂjﬂl'lt- Hﬁtﬁl!l} '&ri&ill}rﬁ Wiks prnu_'-l_'l in r;wiviug ::nn|}rui|1[5 of |”|5.;:||1'_.d'.-|[||“r}-
attention when visiting re-baby—the Midwives concerned subsequently resigning upon

E'EI

our *advice.'" It is this side of our baby-visiting-which appeals even to those mothers
;i:gnﬁc most convineed they have nothing to learn respeeting the uphbringing of theie

“Employment of Mothers.—Several work in laundrics on cortain davs of the
week, but cannot be classed as I':rlitl'."|.'lll.';||': hands in the ordinary sense of 1-||(;- term—
]mui.’hl:.‘ most g0 out o oblige " oceasionally, which is not reckoncd as *charing * by
them at any rate, g

“ Possibly the most encouraging feature of the whole Report is the striking decrease
in the number of * long-tube * bottles found-—in 1003 both in Warwick Urban and Warwick
Rural there were more tubie than hoat-shaped in use.  This vear in these two parts of
my district we have 85 boat to 9 long-tubes © One almost hopes that eonstant dropping
is wearing sway even fhet stone of prejudice.”™

Miss Tunowms, who was working in the Rugby District, in place of Mps. Freesaceice,
who resigned during the year, remarks :—* One thing T particularly notice—the Rughy
Parents arc much broader minded and ready to accept new ideas thun usual, probably
due to the fact that most of them have nol lived all their lives in one place.  The
mothers are anxious to learn, and it is only when I come to the dummy that I have
n real struggle. If by fortune the husband is in, [ get my way readily enough.
He sees the mischiefl it does, and has not to be with the baby all day.

* Most of the mothers realize the importance of fresh air in the Summer, but, strange
te say, not in the Winter, and it is somewhat difficult to convinee them that [fresh
‘might air® is just as pood for baby as [resh ° morning air' T am condemning the
American oilcloth I')Tlim hoods, as I have seen the little heads steaming under them,
when put out in the garden, with the sun on the hood. The mothers readily see the
wisdom of keeping baby’s head cool and feet warm, when it is pointed cut to them,
and of having a green or blue eotlon canopy, instend of a white,

“ The mothers apy iate our visits, and we are generally asked to eall agnin, but
time does not permit it, except in a few enses. It is impaossible to tell the mother all
ghe should know in one visit—il one could, she would not remember. It is usually
at the revisit one can help most,

“In connection with our Baby work, we have two Schools for Mothers' and Balics
Welcomes, which are proving of very great value in spreading knowledge with regarnd
to the care of Mothers and lini‘nﬁ.n'r.s:. Miss Apporr has done most of the work in
eonnection with these.”

86. Miss Huxrer, in the Brailes and Stratford Rural District reports :—* The Infants

visited during the vear were in a very satisfactory condition.  Altogether 801 visits
were made, 130 first and 171 revisits ; 04 oul of 130 were entirely brenst-led, 15 partly
and 21 artificially. There is very little difficulty in persuading the mother to fecd
the Infants on the breast, chiefly, 1 imagine, because cows milk is scarce in the country
districts and too expensive for them. Among those artificially fod, 1 found some having
oatmeal bread sops, and various patent foods given during the first month, on the adviee
of a neighbour or visitor who cannot believe that milk alone will keep the baby alive.
On revisiting [ found instructions carried out in most cases, and two wasting babies had
greatly improved, medical adviee having been obtained in both eases,  The tube bottle
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is still greatly in evidence, but like the comforter is, I am sure, in many cases anly used
when the hard working mother is busy, as I often find both kinds provided and used for
one infant.  One very young mother told me the reason she did not give a comlorter
to the baby was that the School Nurse in giving a * Health Talk * to the girls when she
was ot School, said they were very harmful amd had a bad effect on the baby. 1 find
mothers using woollen vests more than cotton, and I cannot say I found a badly elothed
infant. I reported several defects in the different districts Lo the Sanitary Authoritics
during the vear, and they have had attention.”

Miss WeHEATLEY, who gives her time to the Southam Rural and Stratiord Urban Districts,
says :— " During the year 510 visits were paid to Infants—288 first and 277 re-visits ;
198 of the first were entively breast-fed, 9 partly and 31 artificially.

“ Most of the visits were made in Stratford Urban Districtk where 108 first visils
and 127 re-visits were paid; 94 out of 108 were entirely breast-fed, the majority in a
thriving condition, and out of 14 artificially fed, the health of 5 was unsatisfactory,
3 were improperly fed, 4 wasting and 2 neglected.

* Those neglected were reported to the NS.P.C.C.  Thirty-three were sleeping away
from the parents in cots, baskets or boxes; a number of comforters were in nse and a
few long-tube bottles.

*In making re-visits I found imstruetions given at a previous visit had in a number
of cases been earried out.

* With regard to the provision of cots, it is impossible to find room in many of the
bedrooms for the Infants’ eradles, a5 in addition to a full-sizged bed, there are one or two
cots used for the younger children.  Several eases of overcrowding were reported to
the Sanitary Authorities and heve had or are having attention.

“In Southam Distiict 85 first and 76 re-visits were made, and here the majority of
Infants were hreast-fed, in geod eondition, and those bottle-fed had usually farinaceons Iroud
given in addition to Cows milk. Nearly all had woollen garments, and in only two
cases did I find an infant really l.mdl}' clothed. A number of eases, chit'ﬂ:f ilil:'l._‘," FOHHTIE,
defeetive fooring and overcrowding were reported to the Sanitary Authorities and have
had attention.™

Miss Appotr, who has charge of the Rugby Rural District, remarks :—* It is a matter
of much regret that more re-visits cannot %m paid. It is on these wisits that a real
influcnce con be gained.

“What mother will diseuss freely with a stranger the many points on which she
may fecl & doubt? She is nervous on a first visit, she does not know quite what to
expect, and the comversation is mostly one-sided. 1

“On o re-visit the mother is not so shy, this time it is not a stranger who calls,
and she is ready to ask questions and discuss the baby.

“To tell a mother all the Health Visitor wants her to know on o first visit is, in
effect, like trving to push patent medicines at the rale of so many a day. It sounds too
businesslike and mechanical.

“ The IHandywoman and the Grandmother are still obstacles in the puth of °the
comforter,” * night cot’ and * woollen eclothing.”  The handywoman says:—' Buy the
hnh}v a dummy and hide it when the Doctor o the Health Visitor calls.

“ Excellent work is being done by a new Midwife in what has been a most unsatis-
factory distiiet. Ewvery baby attended by this Midwife has its cot and a woolly vest
and binder.”

Mus. Gapsipg, in the Aleester District, reports as follows :—** During the year 80 per
cent. of the Infants were visited twice or more. T endeavour to visit the second
time before the Infant is two months old to enquire especially whether it is being fed
as directed and gaining weight regularly.  In a few cases it has been found necessary to
visit infants as many as twelve times during the first year of life.

“The most satisfactory results are obtained with infant work when one follows up
the cascs until advice is carried out fully. It is pleasing to note the vast improvement
in the infants’ condition as the mother becomes educated in matters of hygiene on each
successive visit.

* The [ollowing instance may serve to show the [ar-renching effect of the Health
Visitor's influenee :—* A eertain baby was very fretful one day, and the harassed mother
exclaimed, * I really shall have to get a dummy and keep the baby quiet,” whereupon her
little girl, aged five years, who had been present at my previous visit, said, *If you
does get a dummy, mam, I shall tell the lady inspector '—the result was that the baby
did not have a comforter.

“ Another incident with regard to comforters may be quoted :—* A little girl u.,gcrl six
years one day saw a mother take a comforter out of one baby's mouth and put it into
that of another. In relating the eecurrence alterwards to her own mother she remarked,
‘It was'nt very hygienic, was it¥’'
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*“One often finds it necessary to help in many other ways besides giving advice,
£.2., on 1-'i5itillg a h-!l.l..'r}' for the first time [ found it to he very small, premature, half-
starved and badly ruptured.  Both the doctor and midwife had given no hope of life.
The mother had been ill-treated by her husband before the birth of the child snd waos

ucntly not in a fit state of health to feed the baby properly, 1 obtained warm
clothing and Virol for the infant, and milk for the mother to enrich her bresst milk,
by getting help from loeal ple.  The baby began to improve st once and is now in
splendid condition and would compare well with most babies of the same age, quite
repaying for the amount of time and interest expended on the ease. I have quoted
this case because it is somclimes maintzined that through the work of Health Visitors
iklings are kept alive and so cause race deterioriation.  As far as [ have been able
to judge it appears that n weakling at birth often grows up to average strength provided
that eareful attention is given to the fecding, cte., from the figst.  Whenever possible
I make enquiries and give instruction * before ' the birth of the child.

* The Aleester Babics” Weleome, which was commenced in May, continues to do
good work. A general rule is made that enly those infants under twelve months shall
attend, but the mothers often ask to be allowed to come longer as they enjoy the Health
Talks so much.”

0. A glance at the above Reports and the appended Summary sheet shews what is actually
being accomplished in each District in connection with Infant Visiting in the County,
The whole question of Infant Mortality has been dealt with in Warwickshire in 2 manner
lllll:]:ﬂ]ll.‘.ﬂ by any other County. But even il we congratulate ourselves on our results
s win by the Infant Death-rate, there is stll much to be done to combat those Tovees
responsible for such a heavy Loll levied upon the lives of our Infants,

01. With the present stall available it is impossible to give a suifficient number of those
gecond or repeated visits Lo Infants that bear so much moere fruit than do the fivst visits
%&iﬂ shortly after birth. This iz demonstrated elearly in the Reports of those Health

isiters who through the geographical distribution of the Districts are fortunate in having
a eomparatively small area to work.  When a District becomes unwicldy it is a human
impossibility to do it justice as far as Infant visiting is concerncd.  Every possible
power should be exerted st the present time to conserve Infant lile, and one of the
channels along which this cffort should be divected is that of eflicient Health Visiting,
to bring home to the people the urgent neeessity not ouly of preserving young life but
af apprecieting the sin that is too often commilted in the lmitalion of Tamilies.

2. Much good work is being done in the County in this direction, both through home
visiting and through Infent Wellare Centies.  In my last yvear's Report 1 drew attention
to our activities in this latler divection, there being then Babics Welcomes and Schools
for Mothers established at Rugby and Alecster.  Sinee then others have spung up
and now there are in addition Babics Welcomes at Sutton Coldficld and New Bilton.

08. 1 sineerely hope and eonfidently expect more Centres of a similar natiire to be developed
during the coming vear in other cfiﬁtmls. notably Foleshill (including Bedworth), Ather-
stone, Warwick, and Stratford-on-Aven,

04. An Infant Wellare Centre has been in operstion in Leamington for several yvears now,
but the working of it is corried on independent of the County Health Visitors, D,
Gissoxs Wann, Medical Cfficer of Health, speaks highly of the work dene at this contre.

ISOLATION HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATION,

85. Every District in the County is supplicd with Hospital Aceommodation for Infecticus
Discase with the exception of the small Rural District of Farnborough.  In this District
there appears to be little need for sueh accommodation, as during the last vear only
one Notification was received and that was for Ervsipelas, and in the previous vear only
two were received, one for Erysipelas and one for Tubereulosis.

08,  With the exception of Sutton Coldficld which sends its cases by arrangement to the
Birmingham Hospitals, and Coventry Bural which takes advantage of the Coventry City
Isolation Hospital, all other Districts are catered for by Hospitals situated within the
Administrative County, several of the Hospitals being for the Jeint use of two or morc
Districts.

97. During the year I find that 1,108 cases were isolated, namely, Diphtheria 191, Scarlet
Fever 586, Enteric Fever 256, and Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis 1.  Of #40 Diph‘“_‘l.{“l‘m
Notifications 43 - per cent. were treated in Hospital, of 1,371 cascs of Scarlet Fever
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G4 -6 per cent. have received hospital treatment, and of 41 cases of Enteric Fever 60 per
cent. have reecived institutional treatment.

In only ome instance has the Hospital accommodation been insufficient for the needs
of the District and that occeurred during an epidemic of Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria
in the Aleester Nural District.

Referring to this matter, D, Browse reports as follows :—* During the summer the
Hospital was filled with cases of Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria, and the accommodation
available was insufficient, so that cases of Diphtheria which it would have been advisable
to move to the Hospital had to be left at home.  In February I to the Joint
Hospital Conimittee that the wards were overcrowded and acute and convalescent cases
had to be mixed up in the same wards, [ asked the Committee to erect a wooden block
close to the brick block for acute cases of Searlet Fever ; but, after considering the matter,
they decided not to make any addition to the buildings. "

There still appears to be a desire on the part of some Sanitary Authorities to treat
in Isolation Hospitals all cases of Scarlet Fever, and as 1 have mentioned in previous
reports 1 consider such procedure both unnecessary and undesirable.  Many cases can
with perfect safety be isolated at home and those eases which arve sent for hospital treat-
ment should be selected only from homes in which efficient home isolation is impossible,
or ;;1 cases where food 1s sold or prepared, or where elothes or similar malerials are dealt
with,

Mention is made in the Heport of the Modieal Officer of the Tamworth Rural Distriet

as to the absenee of an observation ward for cross-infection at the Tamworth  Joint
Isolation Hospital. A room for this purpose is a most desirable acquisition in any
Isolation Hospital,

I learn that the Harborough Magna Isolation Hospital, which deals with cases from
the Rugby Urban, Rugby Rural, Monks Kirby, and Crick Distriets, has not yet been
s,upp]ir::lf{ with a steam disinfector. I am, however, plensed to hear that o steam disin-
fector is about to be installed in the town of Rugby and will be available for both the
Urban and Rural Districts. Such an arrangement will ne doubt suffice until a steam
disinfector is supplied ot the Hospital itsell,

There appears to be on the whole sufficient accommeodation for any early or first cases of
smallpox which might at any time be imported into the County ; attention has been drawn,
however, to the unsatisfaclory accommodation and condition of Well Barn Cottage,
Tamworth, a cottage kept in readiness for a smallpox case. There is said to be no
lavatory accommodation al all, and only one patient can be taken at a time. Mention
is nlso made hy D, Taxeve of the neglected and unsatisfactory condition of the Smallpox
Hospital at Lawford Heath, in the Rughy Rural District,

RIVER POLLUTION,

Generally speaking, the Rivers throughout the County have maintained a very fair
standord of purity during the year under review.  Although complaints have it
been reeeived as to excessive pollution taking place, the main streams as shewn
analysis have in no way deteriorated. The Ehmf Rivers are the Tame, the Avon, the
Anker, and the Arrow, while the subsidiary streams include the Cole, the Blythe and
the Bourne. i

The purity of a river is an index more or less of the presence and efficiency of Works
for the treatment of the sewage of communities along its course.  Such provision has
been made in Warwickshire on quite an extensive seale.  Further provision of new
works and extensions or alterations of existing works, would have been undertaken, but
for the unscttled state of the Country during the latter half of the year.  While matters
involving loan, unless they be of the greatest urgeney from a Public Health point of view,
must of necessity remain in abeyanee for the present, it is sincerely to be hoped that
those Loeal Sanitary Authorities alfected will exert especial efforts towards minimising
as far as lies in their power any possibility of pollution resulting from such postponement
of operations,

Tre Tame.—This River, before it reaches the Warwickshire boundary has, in the
past, been subject to gross pollution from many towns in the Black Country. T am
pleased to say there is now evidence of considerable diminution in this respect.

il *
E |
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107, Dn. Georce Rem, the County Medical Officer of Health for Staffordshire, has very
kindly supplied me with the lollowing infoimation, as to the progress made during the
last year, in the sewage disposal of towns in Staffordshire, affecting the River Tame :—

“ Trrrox.—The cffluents from the new works continee to be satisfactory. The
house connections are still Iimﬁ:t':iillg, and the sewage of about one half of the
population is now said to coming into the works for treatment.

“ Drooury.—I understand that an extension of the primary contact beds is contem-
plated owing to the increased flow of chemiesl waste from a local chemical works.

“ Bustos.—The new works are continuing to yield effluents of a high standard of
purity.
“ Danpaston.—The contract for the new works has been let, but these have not been

commeneed owing to Lhe loan which was sanelioned by the Local Government
Beard not being obtainable under present circumstances.

* Buont Hearn.—For some considerable time the County Couneil have brought pressure
to bear upon the Authority to sewer the District and provide disposal works,
although, at the same time they reeognise the difficulty in o district such as this,
with so small a rateable value and eovering so large an arvea. Ultimately the
District Couneil was indueed to make provision gradually and to earry out the
work without a loan. It 15 very creditable to the Authority that they have
now succeeded inLhis manner in sewering all the populous part of the area to
two main outfalls where ellicient works have been constructed which are yielding
good results.  The total cost of the schome was £8,828.

“ Warsarr.—At these fecently completed works the sewage is being treated with satis-
factory results, :

*Weoxeseury.—DPosition the same as last year and quite satisfactory.

“WiLLEsALL—The new works are now completed, and should have been brought
into operation ere now, but that certain leakages of sub-soil water were found
in the sludge well and olher excavations, and these heve had to be made securc
before the SEWAZC CAn be turned in for treatment. T understand that arrange-
ments are being made to formally open the works al the eénd of the present
month.

*Wesr Brouwicn.—As the outeome of communications with this County Borough
the Surveyor has been instructed to prepare a Scheme for the improvement of
the worls.

“ GesEraLLy.—The following is a quotation form my Anmual Report. presented to
the County Council, November, 1814 :—
* Perhaps the best testimony as to the improvement in the quality of the
River Tame resulting from the large expenditure on disposal works during reeent
rs is the experience of the Trent Fishery Board, from whose report, dated
arch, 1914, [ have extracted the following quotation ;—
# ¢ Fishermen report improved sport in the Tame, and the Birmingham Angling
Association in 1912 sold 246 tickets for fishing in that River; in 1913, 600 tickets
were sold," ™

While I am pleased to note improved conditions operating at Tipton, Short Heath,
and Walsall, it is to be regretted that there has been delay in connection with the pro-
works at Darlaston, but as T have already remarked, schemes involving loan must

gtand over for the meantime.

109. As socn as the Tame enters Warwickshire, it passes through the works of the Birming-
ham Tame and Ren District Drainage Board.  These works, as I have stated before,
deal with the sewage of about 1,000,000 people ; and it speaks well for the manncr in
which these enormous works have been condueted when I say that during the year
I have received no serious complaints of nuisance arising from any part of this sewage
arca. Two years ago the mln! aren of oxidising beds m'ytlu.l:-lc for the dry weather flow
of sewage, was, through considerable extensions then Fﬂl“l.'l[!d nul,.hmught up to 41 acres,
In repl:,f to my enquiries as to additional works carried out during the year, Mz. Joux
D). Watsox, the Engineer to the Board, reports as follows :—

% For the first time for many years I am obliged to state that practically no
addition has been made to our Works during the past year.
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“*The Cole Hall extensions, and Acocks Green Intercepting Sewer, referred to in
the last purn.gru.p]i of my letter to you of the 27th Jul}‘. 1914, have not been started,
The Loeal Government Board approved of the scheme, but owing to the War it has
not been possible to borrow money to execute the Works,

“ Speaking gencrally, you may say that the elliciency of the purification plants
both in the Valley of the Tame and in the Valley of the Cole are being maintained,
but extensions must lic in abeyance until the War is over.,™

Kivaspury.—These works, bacterial in character, were reported to me, towards the
enidl of the vear, to be entirely satisfactory. A small works, which dealt with a group
of Colliery Cottages at Piceadilly has been closed, and the sewer conneeted up to the
Kingsbury Works, The Kingsbury Filter has proved quite capable of dealing with this
extra quantity of sewage. A further twoacres of land have been acquired for the purpose
of irrigation,

Tamworti.—These rather large Works, consisting both of bacterial filters and a
considerable area for irrigation, are maintained in o very salisfactory condition. The
effluent, on analysis, is invariably shewn to be a good one, and there is an entire absence
of nuisanee in the vieinity of the Works,

Woon Exp.—Although these small Works, econsisting of Tanks and Percolating Filter,
have in the past given some trouble, they were reported to me, towards the latter part
of the vear as being greatly improved,  The Works have been railed in by an unelimable
iron femee, which will no doubt prevent damage being done to the machinery. The
last effluent analvsed was of good quality, and there is no reason why these excellent
little works should not always produce an effluent non-polluting in character.

Hunrey SewacE Works.—These are old Works, laid down some 14 or 15 years ago,
which deal with the sewage of about 60 houses, They consist of contact beds, which
appear to necessitate considerable attention.  On the last inspection, no nuisance was
reported, although conditions are far from ideal.

Huriey Common Sewack Wonrks.—These are recently construeted Works, msisti:]g
of Tanks and Percolating Filters, the whole being enclosed in an iron unclimable fenee.
These Works deal with the sewage of about 70 houscs, which could not be connected u
with any other existing works in the neighbourhood. The effluent produced iz of good
guality, and with eareful attention this standard should be maintained.

IRiver Avox.—This is the largest River in the County and the most important, in that
its waters are largely sewage derived.  On this account constant supervision has had
to be exercised to maintain it in o fair state of purity. I ean confidently assert that
during the vear under review, its standard has, speaking generally, not deteriorated,
despite the [act that in certain reaches there has beem more or less constant pollution
taking place, Imllul'mn either directly into the River itscell op thrul:l.gh it subsidiary
gtreams.  During the last few yvears an immense amount of work has been carried out
by District Councils in an endeavour to bring their effluents, discharging directly or
indivectly into the Aven, up to such a standard as to have ne ill-effeet upon the purity
of the River, and I feel sure that but for the unsettled state of the Country during
the latter hall of the year, more work would have been undertaken with this object
Im vIew,

The greater part of the Rugby water supply is derived from the River Avon above
the town of Hugby and below the village of Clifton.  In order Lo salegunrd Lthis supply
a scheme for the sewage disposal of this village has been prepared.  Da. Taxave reports
that temporary steps have been taken to provent any sewage from Chifton reaching the
River, and I hope that before long this matter will receive the careful consideration of
the Distriet Couneil which it deserves, and that all possibility of pollution will be prevented.

Ruany.—Rugby with its population of over 28,000 is the first town to discharge its
sewage into the Avon.  The bacterial works for dealing with this sewage are, as shewn
from recent Imspections, conducted with efficiency. In the past it was customary to
treat the ceude sewage, aller sereening, with lime, but during this vear, this precipitation
process has been discontiomed, the tank effluent being found as good as when lime was
used,  The efluent from the cireular streaming filters has on analysis invariably proved
suitable and non-polluting.

NEw Binrox,—It is very desirable that alterations should he made to these small works
which at present consist of a settling tank, much too small for present needs, and a eircular
filter along with a few acres of land for irrigation. For some time past the sewage
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from this District has not been reciiving efficient treatment and in order to remedy
existing deficiencies a scheme was picpared in the early part of the vear and a Local
Government Board Inquiry held, but the proposed alterations were not deemed suflicient
by the Board and another scheme has sinee been prepared and considered.

This work would now have been in hand had it been possible to procure a loan.
I trust that when our financial troubles are at an end this will be proceeded with ns
& matter of some urgency and a plant suitable for present and future needs laid down
without delay,

119.  Duxenurcn.—The sewage of this District is treated on land by irrigation.  As the
land is of a clayey nature it is quite unsuitable for irrigation purposes, Bepresenta-
tions ]rlt\'lll.g' been made by your Council to the Rughy Rural District Council as to the
necessity for improving conditions at this Farm, a scheme has recently been prepared
and considered by the Local Government Board, for the bacterial treatment of this sewage
on the present gmuml used for irrigation purposes.  This, I am informed, will also Le
proceeded with immediately a loan is posshile.

120,  Newnorp-os-Avox.—This village is not sewered, but I learn that a scheme for sewage
disposal has been prepared.  No further steps have been token in the matter owing
to the War, but when times are more ﬁ{“‘ll‘ll!l:ll it will be necessary to proceed without
delay.  During the Autumn a number of cases of Typhoid oceurred in the village which,
but for the assiduity of the District Medieal Officer—Dr. Tangve—might have assumed
epidemic proportions, and as long as eonditions remain as they are, a typhoid outbreak
may arise at any tome,

121.  Braxpox axp Wowstox.—Both these villages discharge their sewage indirectly into
the Avon. The brook which reccives it primarily shews no sign of serious Plﬂi;llidhll.
I do not think therefore that there is any fear st present of any harm coming to the
River from this source.

122. Kesiuwontn.—These bacterial works are maintained with very great care and a satis-
factory effluent invariably results, At my last inspection I found them clean, and no
smell of any kind was notieed outside the Works,  The presence of a Tannery in this
District renders this sewage a diflicult one to treat, and espeeial eare has to be cxercised
in dealing with it to keep the filters eflicient baeterially. The Finham Brook which
receives the clfluent shews no sign of pollution,

128, CovexTry.—When these Works were visited towards the end of the wear, it was
found that the same arrangements were in vogue for dealing with the sewage as at recent
visits. The whole of the land was in use, as well as the experimental filter bed.,  The
land was in order and showed less * ponding,” owing to the fact that the autumn
had been a drv one.

Progress was being made in the very important extensions of tanks and bacterial
filters. The ecight new sedimentation tanks had already been completed and some of
the filter beds, but since the War commenced the labour difficulty had become more
marked, while troubles had also been caused by the prolonged strike in the Building

The result of analysis of samples taken at the time of visit from the three Effluents
was fairly satisfactory, and an analysis of the River water also shewed that no marked
ign of deterioration was to be observed. On the other hand, with the rapid growth

pnﬁll:'tlntinn it was to be expected that matters would shew ne improvement until the
new Works were actually in operation.

124. Borouven or Wanwick.—The Warwick Sewage Farm has been inspected on several
oceasions during the year and 1 am pleased to be able to report an improvement,
especially towards the end of the year, in the whole management of the Farm. At
the last inspection the method of treatment adopted was filtration through a ploughed
ficld followed by irrigation over grass.  This produced a fairly satisfactory effluent.  To
obtain a suitable efiluent from this Farm great care must be exercised in the distribution
of the sewage, and in this as in all sewage farms efforts must be directed primarily to
the land treatment of the sewage, and not to the sewage treatment of the land.

125. Leammxoton.—The sewnge of this town is treated by irrigation over an area of 300
acres, steam pumps being used to raise it up to this land. Treatment here appears
to be fairly satisfactory, the river shewing no sign of pollution from this source. In
my last report I mentioned that the responsible authorities had promised to discontinue
the treatment of fields adjacent to Heathcote Hospital, and I understand that steps have

been taken to obviate any nuisance in this direction. -
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Bupenrooke Banmacks.—The sewage is here treated by irrigation over aboul 11 aeres
of land. Towards the cnd of the YOAr S0me rcmudn:!!ing of the system of distribution
was carried out by the War Office, a1 main distributing channel being laid at the top
of the fields, the land below this being underdrained. At the time of writing I regret to
say there has been no marked improvement in the clfluent from this farm, notwithstand-
ing these alterations.

STraTrORD-0N-AVON.—There are excellent bacterial Works here and through scientifie
manngement an effluent invariably geod and non-polluting is produced. The presence
of & considerable quantity of brewery waste renders treatment without nuizance a diffieult
matter, but one which has been overcome by the carclul attention given to the Works
by the Manager, Mr, Bell.

Kixerox.—Several inspections have been made of these Works during the year, and
alter a personsl visit during the Autumn, I confirmed the opinion expressed by my
Assistants that the Works were not being conducted  altoget satisfactorily.  The
filters showed evidence of being overtaxed, although they were still eapable of oxidizi
the sewage applied to them. I am convineed that results would be much impr::ﬁ

if the Works were given reasonable attention and allowed to perform their funetions

properly.

WerLespourye.—These bacterial Works have been a source of considerable trouble
during the vear. They were inspected five times and almost without exception at cach
inspection there was exeess of suspended matter in the tank effluent, with consequent
clogoing of the interstices of the filters.  The trouble appears to be due also to some
extent to over-septicisation and in order to avoid domoege to the filters and to ensure
? salislactory efffuent very careful attention will have to be given to these Works in the
uture,

SxrTrERFIELD,—The amount of sewage dealt wilh at these small Works is estimated
at about 4000 gallons per day.  Treatment is by scttling tank and two contact beds
which work slternately.  There is evidence that these beds are considerably overtaxed
and reconstruction on 8 more modern plan is advisable,

Hiver Cowe.—The Cole is a small River which receives the effluent from the Cole
Hall Works, originally laid down by the Yardley Rural District Couneil and now taken
over by the City of Birmingham. These Works now consist of twelve Rmngulnr
and four Cireular filters, almost the whole of the sewage being now treated hnctm'ﬂail}".
The eMuents shew good purification and the River Cole below all effluents shews a
murlked improvement on its condition a few vears ago.

With regard to the proposed alteration in the Acocks Green outfall, Mr. Warsox
remarks :—*° The Cole Hall extensions, and Acocks Green Intercepting Sewer, relerred to
in the last paragraph of my letter to you of the 27th July, 1914, have not been started,
The Local vernment Board approved of the scheme, but owing to the War it has not
been possible to borrow moency to cxccute the Works.”

CoLesaiLL.—With regard to Coleshill I regrel Lo say that no scheme has yet come
into operation for dealing with that part of the town which discharges its sewage directly
into the Hiver.

River Brymue.—The condition of this River has been very satisfactory during the
vear.  The new boacterial Works at Solihull, which are giving cxcellent results, no bt
contribute very considerably towards the reduction of pollution. 1 believe that
the efficient management of the Knowle, Solihull and Olton Sewage Farms wvery fair
cliluents are turned out, and that there is no serious pollution from either of these
irrigation arcas.

River ANkER.~The chief towns on this River eourse within the County are Nuncaton,
Bedworth, Atherstone and Polesworth.  Before reaching Nuneaton the River receives
some pollution from Hinckley where there is difficulty experienced in treatment owing
to the presence of trade waste from Dye Works.

Nusearox.—At the last inspection of these works towards the close of the year,
I found them gencrally in excellent condition. Improvements continue to be earried
out on scientific principles, the Works being thereby kﬂ]t thoroughly up-to-date. Effluents
were found satisfactory and the River below the outfall very [air in guality.
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187. ATnersToNE.—The sEwWnge 18 here partly treated ba::ltriull:,' and partly on land, While

the filter effluent has been very fuir in quality, that from the land has in the past reecived
very little treatment.  An additional three or four acres have now been utilived for
irrigation purposes and it is hoped that this will improve matters in the meantime.
As the land, however, is unsuitable for irriguti::ln. it 15 to be hoped that an effort will
be made to increase the filter area, so as to reduce the quantity of Tank effluent at
present subjected to land treatment only.

188. PoreswonrtH.—These Works continue to give exeellent results and T believe are earried

on with an entire absence of nuisance.

189. DonpoX.—These small bacterial Works have oceasionally been found unsatisfoetory,

due not to any imperfection in the method of treatment, but usually to want of constant
attention and to intrusion by mischief makers. When working normally the filter
turns out a satisfactory effluent which receives luvther land treatment before entering
a waler-coursc.

140. DBepworta axp FoLesmini.—The effiuent from the Bedworth Works has for a consider-

141.

able time been unsatisfactory. Alterations propesed during the early part of the year
were not earricd out until early in the present year. Two new detritus tanks have
been added and some improvement effected in the distribution of the effluent on the
land. But I am convineed further alterations in the constiuetion of the Filters will be
if a satisloctory result is to be ensured.

The Foleshill Works have yielded a fairly good final cfffuent, but the efffucnt from
the Filters is not altogether what it should be.  The River Sowe which reecives this
cffluent, and is a tributary of the Avon, maintains a fair standard of purity.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.

Although many structural alterations and improvements have been earried out in
Schools by the Education Committee, yet matters of School =anitaticn come under the
owers of the Loenl Sanitary Authorities. Disinfection of Schoolrooms after infectious
Ejmse, has been carried out with efficiency throughout the County, and suggestions
have been made as to improvements in latrines, ventilation, drainage, ete.

142, The water supply of Schools in the Rural District of Hu%y has during the year received
I

the attention of the District Medieal Officer of Health— Tangye—and many wells
have been found to be more or less polluted,  Steps have been taken to render such
supplies safe and wholesome, and the question of supplying these which are devoid of a
supply at all has also been under consideration.

148. Great improvement has token place within the last few years in the efficiency of
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ventilation in the Elementary Schools throughout the County, and during 1914  the
improvements were continued both in Couneil and Non-Provided Schools.

Appended is a Table shewing the very large amount of work done by the Health
Visiting Staff, in connection not only with the home visiting of children found defective
after Medical Inspection, but also visits made at the Schools with regard to the cleanli-
ness of Scholars and Buildings generally.

VACCINATION.

To the average mind a perusal of the Table at the cnd of this Report showing the
number of Births registered, together with the number of such cascs suceessfully vaccinated
in the Districts of the County, during the twelve months ended 80th June, 1914, cannot
fail to be a painful one.  That return shows that though the number of hirths during
the period only exceeded the number of births of the previous year by 64, yet the number
of suceessful vaccinations had decreased from 2,652 rtn 2247, this is a decrease _nl‘ 005,
while the number of * conscientious objectors ' had risen from 3,781 to 4,106, an merease

of 874.

ban Districts, 8,280 births are shown, with 843 cases suecessfully vaccinated,
n.m;n?,mil E;nscientiﬂuﬁ uhjaf.-‘et‘mns. Nuneaton with 1,218 'Igirtl:-:—:, has only 140 cases
of successful vaccinatior, and the enormous total of 897 conscientious objections. Rughy
shows cnly 51 cases of successful vaccination out of 488 births, but had 364 conscientious
objeetion certificates.  Stratford-on-Aven had 108 eonscientious objections on a total
of 100 births. Leamington shows 472 births, with 156 successful cases of vaccination,
and 271 conscientious objection certificates.  Among the Urban Districts, Sutton Coldfield
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is the only one which has any claim to be considered in any way satisfactory, and that
satisfaction is only by comparison with the bad state of all the other Districts. In
that Borough, 383 births are given, with 228 successfully vaccinated and 148 conscientious
ohjections.

Bad as matters are in the Urban Distriets, though offenders are not quil:e so general,
there is much the same state of affairs in the Rural Districts, for out of a total of 4,001
births, but 1,404 were suceessfully vaecinated, while 2,102 conscientions objeetion eertifi-
cates were obtained.  Foleshill is again prominent by having 855 births, 189 successfully
vaccinated, and 557 conscientions objectors.  Rughy has but 756 vaccinations out of 472
births, with 331 conscicntious objectors.  Southam with 258 births has 62 suceessfully
vaceinated and 170 consciontious objectors.

My reporting and commenting on this topic during the last bwenty-five years a
to have llm-n :ﬁ' no avail, and [gmm do nc-thi:llng further than place tln:-} figures on rm
with a protest to the general public against their mistaken conduet, which they will
one day recognise, when they are face to [ace with the inevitable in the form of a
smallpox epidemice.  This will surely follow as the night the day, and assisted by the
unsettled state of peoples, and the eontributing factors supplied by the conditions of
war, is probably nearcr than many imagine,

REFUSE DISPOSAL, SCAVENGING, ETC.

Considernble advanee has been made during the last few years in the removal of refuse
and scavenging in many districts throughout the County.

In a Local Government Circular, dated 10th July, 1914, on precantions to be taken
by Sanitary Authoritics in the summer months, with special relerence to the prevention
of Epidemie Diarcheea, it is stated that however earcfully closets on the conservaney
system are emptied and cleansed, the conditions associated with them are generally a
menace Lo the public health, and especially to the health of children, and that in the best
administered districls conservancy closets and u:\ﬁl:]:l:il:.-i have @mven plm.'c o [resh waber
closets and movable ash-hins with covers, and house refuse is removed in properly covered
earts by the Council’s own workmen under the superintendence of the Survever at
reguilar intervals, and never less frequently than onee a week, The Board urge istriek
Counecils to consider, at an carly date the question of taking such action as may be neces-
BATY amd pmi.'.lirahl-l_- in their distriet on the lines indicated in this Cireular.

In o further Cireular, dated August 12th, 1914, the Bourd wrge that there should be
no relaxation of the activitics of Loeal Authoritics in the prevention and control of epidemic
diseases, the protection of water supplies from contamination, and the promotion of child
welfare, and in securing the wholesomeness of food supplies and the general sanitary
condition of each area, The Board hold the view, which must be shaved by all, that
in these troublesome times the proper disposal of house refuse and efliciency in methods
of scavenging arc of the utmost importance in preserving the public health generally,
and it must be evident to all that there should be no reluxation in this direction, but
rather must eflorts be redoubled to secure the prompt removal of refuse from and around
houses in every distriet,

With regard to scavenging as carried out in Nuneaton Borough, Dr. Gray MarrLasp
reports . —* Refuse is collected by the Couneil’s own emplovees.  Ash-pits arc cmptied
on receipt of notice. Al dustbins are emptied weekly.  In eonneclion with this work,
covered carts are used, and only in the case of wet ashpils is there any CInp 1 of
refuse into the streets or yands involved. Such contamination is dealt with by Z:E]ﬂg
down with disinfectant fluid directly after the Ashpit has been empticd.

 There is no refuse conveyed out of the District.  All night-soil is deposited on
tips and thence carted away by farmers.  There are six tips on farm land, remote from
any dwelling houses,

* All house refuse is destroyed in the refuse destructor, which consists of threc grate
installations, front feed.™

In Sutton Coldfield De. Bostrock Hiun records comsiderable progress as regards
scavenging.  Seventeen old-fashioned Privy Middens have been abolished during the
year and in the populous ms of the Borough, where sewers and water supply are avail-
able, every Privy Midden now been removed.  The Borough has during the year
erected a refuse destructor.  Although not complete at the end of the year, T learn
at the time of writing that it i now in operation.
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158. In Foleshill, Dr. Jonx Ontmox reports that af Bedworth the work of scavenging has
been very satisfactorily carried out, but he cannot say the same with regard to Foleshill.
He remarks :—* The state of the lnbour morket has no doubt militated asgninst the
Contractor canyving out the work as thoroughly as he had previously done™

154. In Kenilworth De. Taxaye again calls attention to the necessity for the weekly removal
ol louse refuse, instead of fortnightly as at present carried out.  He says:—* This
matter has again gone before the Couneil, but no decision has been arrived at to alter
the present system.”  Further he says :—* From the Inspector’s Repert appended it will be
seen that there arc still 816 ash-pits within the scavenging area. The fixed ash-pit is an
insanitary method of storing refuse and encourages the breeding of fies.  Such ashpits
should be replaced by proper movable bins with covers.”

155. In Atherstone the Medieal Officer of Health report. improvement in the puhblic scaveng-
ing of his district. He says :—* The work which in former vears was only carried oul
in Atherstone, Hartshill and Polesworth, has now heen adopted by the parishes of Ansley
and Baddesley, so that the five most densely populated of the eleven parishes under the
control of your Council are provided with public scavenging. There is I believe some
difficulty as to the provision of a receptacle or *tip' for the rubbish. This can, of
eourse, only be a temporary difficulty, and in o short time the work will be in full swing.
The sanitary benofits arising from these areangiments will not be long in making them-
selves felt.”” Continuing with regavd to Baddesley, he remarks :—* Fven now it will
be necessary to exercise eare to prevenl indiseriminate tipping of sshes on the Common,
giving rise Lo general untidyness, but the habits of a lifelime will not be coreceted all
at onee; we must trust to gradual improvement resulting from careful supervision,”

154, In Bulkington the Medical Officer of Health stntes that the nsh-pits, ete,, are cmptied
a5 often as required, or upon receipt of notice in writing from the Inspector, or from
any occupier or owner. This may be an improvement on the stale of aflairs existing
in the in this District, but one ennnot say that this system has vet resched the
acme of perfection.

157. In the Hughy Urban District ashes and refuse are removed at weekly intervals, or
in some cases more frequently, A great improvement is noted with regard to the supply
of mowvable ash-kins. 703 inspections under the housing regulations during the year,

ash-hins have been obtained where not previously provided. There is also a
mctor for the proper disposal of house refuse.

158. In the Warwick Urban District Dr. Taxeyve urges the abolition of a number of large
and capacious ash-pits. Many of the movable receptacles for house refuse are also
e as being of the poorest description, such as old boxes without covers. The
0 tip now in use is on the sewage farm, at a considerable distance from the town.

159. In the Aleester Rural District, the Medical Officer of Ilealth reports that the removal
of ashes and refuse fram Alcester, Studley, Bidford and Ipsley, has been done on the
whole in a satisfactory manner and at more frequent intervals.

1680. In the Rural District of Coventry the Medieal Officer of Health states that the disposal
of the few middens remaining is by cart, this being removed to agricultural holdings.
ete., in the distriet.

161. In the Rural Distriet of Meriden Dr. Taxeyr states that at Castle Bromwich and at
Water Orton scavenging is carried oul in a satisfactory manner. At Coleshill, a new
contract with weekly emptying of pail closets has been made, and this promises lo be
more satisfactory, now that the bulk of the sccumulated material of years has been
removed. At Hampton-in-Arden the Surveyor has been instrueted to consider and
present a Report on his scavenging scheme for this Parish.

162. With regard to Allesley he says :—* The Parish Council here is not of opinion that
a scheme as suggested in my previous report is necessary.  The llf:nunr.-jl here again
have called upon the Surveyor for a special report on the subject. I would again
support Di. TA¥GYE in his remarks with regard to the necessity of a seavenging scheme
for the Parish of Allesley, attention being drawn to this subject in my Report for the

Previons year.

. With regard to scavenging in the Monks Kirby District, Da. rCoxnon remarks =
e “In :,:I.is m}u;mtinn 1 wmaif;;:igugnin direct attention to the necessity for scavenging vou r
larger villages. 1 indeed thought that this advice had met with your approval and
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of most of the villages, he does not think there is any immediate demand for more
eottages.  With regard to the older cottages considered unfit for habitation, he mentions
the general defects as the worn ont econdition of the baildings, which have become so
dilapidated that they are practically beyond repair, and need re-building.  With regard
to the type of house common in this District, Dr. Fixooay savs :—* The district, as
I have ﬂ|r¢m|j" mentioned, is entirely an agrienltural one, and the cottages are required
mostly for the workmen on the farms.  The better elass of cottages are oceupied mostly
by artizans as carpenters, blacksmiths, whedlwrights, ete.  Practically all the houses
have plenty of air space about them, and the surroundings on the whole are Tairly clean.”

185. In the Coventry Rural District, Di. Iiere states that 433 house Inspections have
been made, but no defeets were discovered worthy of note, e states further, that
77 new houses have been erected during the vear.

186. In the Farnborough District, Dx. Jouxs reports that 52 houses were Inspected and 8
found unfit for habitation. No Closing Orders were made.  The defects found were mostly
defective floors and stairs, roofs and spouting, yad pavings, windows and dirty walls. In
28 cases these defects have been remedied.  With regard to Housing Aceommodation,
he SAYS i—"" The number of houses in the District remains practically the same, and as
I reported last year, no doubt a few more houses would be aceeptable in some of the
villages. The ill:lrm!tﬂr finds it a matter of less difficulty to get repairs done now than
formerly.”

187. In the Foleshill Rural District 627 houses have been Inspeeted, of which 49 were
unfit for habitation, and with regard to these, 10 Closing Ordeis were made.  Referring
to the nesd for additional huusi.ng in the Distiict, Dr. Jons Ortox says :—* This
work has in reccived the serious eonsideration of your Council during the venr, and

ans have been prepared by vour Engineer and Survevor, and submitted to the Loeal
overnment Hoard, who appointed an Inspector to hold an Inguiry, and sanetion was
anted for the ercetion of 80 houses in the Pavish of Foleshill and 20 in the Parish of
worth. This work has now been commenced, and will, T am sure, prove of great
value to the Distriet.”

188. In the Meriden Rural District, Dir. Tancve reports that 246 houses were Inspected,
that 11 were found unfit for habitation but no Cloring Orders were necessary,  In 203
instances defects were remedied without the making of Clising Orders. D, Tanove
says there has been discovered but little if any serious overcrowding, and the need for
additional housing from this point of view is not pressing. He believes, however, that
a large number of new cottages, if built, would promptly be occupicd by persons who
find emplovment in neighbouring districts and towns.  He remarks also that the Town
Planning Schemes of North Yardley and Stechford, promoted by the City of Birmingham,
will have a great effect upon o considerable area of the Meriden Distriet.

180, With reference to Housing in the Monks Kirby Bural District, Dr. O0'CoxnNo®r says :—
** Inspection is systematie, and the matters referred to in the Schedule furnished by the
Loeal Government Board receive striet attention in every instance.” Twenty-two
Inspections were made, only one house being found unfit for habitation, in respect to which
g Closing Order was made,  In 16 cases defeets were rectified without recourse to
Closirg Orders,

190, In the Nuncaton Hural District, De. A, A, Woon reports that 100 houscs have been
Inspected, none of which were found unfit for habitation.  The main faults found were
due to dampness or lack of ventilation. During the year 42 houses were passed as fit
fon habitation. e docs not eonsider there is any great demond for additionn] houses
at the preseet moment.

191. In the Rugby Ruial District, the most striking feature of Dr. Taxeye's Report om
Housing, is the extraordinary amount of overcrowding discovered.  Sixteen cases have
heen re[mrtm;l during the vear and only 8 have been ahated. Referring to this D,
Taxaye says :—" This is a striking demonstration of the need for housicg in the District,
The Council has reengnised this necessity, and the Housing Committee has entered into
negotiations for land in various parishes in order to erect houses, but so far no formal
steps have been commenced to supply the irequisite houses.” In this District 147
Inspections have been made and one house foun unfit for habitation. A Closing Order
was made it respect of this.

192, In the Solihull Rural District 847 houses were Inspeeted and 8 found unfit for habita-
tion. No Closing Order was found necessary.  Referring to the demand for further
houses, Dn. Taxoyr remarks :—* The pumber of cases of overcrowding does not indicate
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In sddition to the examination of Public Supplies, many private wells have been
sumpled and analyses made.  In those found to be polluted, steps have been taken to
prevent further pollution and render the supply pure, or failing that, additional supplies
have in many instanees been obtained, either through the sinking of new wells or by
connections being made Lo mains in the neighbourhood.

With 1egard to the extension of mains, 1 am pleased to report that in the Bural District
of Solihull, the Hamlet of Temple Balsall has now received an excellent supply of Welsh
water from Birmingham, 49 houses having benefitted from this extension,

It is most gratifying to find that so many Distiict Couneils have undertaken not only
chemical but bacteriological analyses of public sepplics,  Such analvses earried out as
a routing practice will be of the utmost importance in safeguarding the communi
served by sueh supply from wate.-borne epidemics and other disease.  There are sti
some authorities who have not appaiently grasped the importance of frequent analysis
of drinking water, and T hope that in future reports I shall be able to congratulate all
the County Districts on carrving out such a preventive measure as this.

BACTERIAL EXAMINATION.

Advantage has been taken, to a larger extent than formerly of the County Scheme,
now in vogue [or some years, whereby opportunity is offered for the verification of
dingnosis in certain infectious discases by Baeteriological examination at the Rirmingham
University.,

During the year under review, 1,847 cxaminations have been made, as com
with 1,155 the previous year.  These include swabs from Diphtherie and Di-ph
Contacts, blood from Typhoid patients and Sputum in eases of Palmonary Tuberculosis,

Owing to the mereased incidenee of Di'lh“ll"!"il'l. during the year [ find that the number
of examinations connected with this discase—1,400—is almost double that of the previous
vear, while those for Typhoid and Tubercle are practically the same—the figures being
respectively 50 and 355,

Where cutbreaks of Diphtheria have oceurred in Schools, swabs from a large number
of children have, in many instances been taken, in order to discover possible infective
or ** carricr * eases, such outbreaks no doubt accounting for the Inr%:: number of examing-
tions in connection with this disease, a double swab from nose and throat also being found
necessary in many suspected carriers.”’

That practitioners are taking advantage of the County Scheme is evidenced by the
inereased number of swabs, ete,, sent for examination, as mentioned in the Reports of
some of the District Medieal Ofieers, but it would undonbtedly be to the benclit of
the public at large and the patient in particular if the diagnosis of all eases of Diphtheria
were verificd bacteriologieally, and the freedom from infection also verified in a similar
MANNEer,

I would again esteem it a favour if these District Medieal Officers of Health who have
not complied with my request in my last year’s Report, would in the future in their
Reports give a record of the number of cases sent by practitioners from their Districts
for Bacteriological Examination,

COWSHEDS, DAIRIES AND MILKSHOPS.

Much good work continues to be done throughout the County, with a view to improving
the conditions under which cows are kept. Cowsheds have been inspected re ;
and recommendations made as to eleansing of walls, improvements in ventilation and in
lighting, and these have invariably been carried out at the wish of the Inspu:-:mrs.

It is n more dillicult matter, however, to instil into the minds of Milk Producers that
sanitary conscience so necessary in yiclding a milk supply that will be clean and whole-
gsome, and not 8% is 80 often the ease, & milk that is repulsive and even dangerous to
infants and adults.  Cleanliness in the produetion of Milk, in the earriage of Milk, and
in the distribution of Milk, is what the Consumer ought reasonably to demand, and what
Sanitary Authoritics should see that Customers receive.  Adulteration, by the addition
of water or by the abstraction of fat or by the addition of preservatives is ecarefully
guarded against as far as possible, but contamination by dirt not yet received the
attention that is due to it. A clean Milk should be demanded by Customers—just as
is a pure Water Supply.
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by the annexed copy of & Flealth Visitor's annual report. It will he seen that the en-
quiries are exhaustive, and the adviee offered will be such as to eorrect errors discovered
during the wvisits of the Inspeetors.™

The sueeess of your Health Visiting Scheme is, in no small mensare due to the manner
in which the Stafl is supervised by the Superintendent, Miss Lowe,  She is indefatigable
in her endeavonrs to i|i1|hrnn- upon anil extend the work already in hand, but further
extension with the present Staff s well nigh impossible, s one and all are working to
their nbmost eapacity, and as 1 have already remarked, further help will, sooner or later
be essential, if the ideals of the Local Government Board, especially as regards Infant
Welfare, are to be earried out.

Up to the end of the yvear Health Visiting was undertaken in every District by the
County Staff, with the exception of Leamington Spa.  This Borough provides its own
Health Visitor, the Inspection of Midwives and visiting in connection with ﬂr.tht.h!.'lmm
\tﬂunltllmlll being the only branches of the work earried out by our Stall within the
Borough.

In the Appendix are Tables shewing all visits paid by the Health Visitos, ineluding full
details of their investigpstions in eonnection with Inspection of Midwives, Infant Wellare,
Ophthalmia Neonatorum, School Children and Tubereulosis cases.

I am pleased to say that the 11.r;|.,='s: number of 19,512 wvisits were made, oom Ag
6,961 to Infants, 781 to Midwives, 7,350 to School Children at Home, L'ﬂmhn'llll.-(-ﬂu]m
cases and 2,516 other visits ; 126 Hcﬂlth Talks have been given in the Schools, and four
Lectures delivered fo Midwives.

MIDWIVES ACT, 1902,

The good work carried oot in the County in the past with regard to the Inspection
of Midwives has been maintained during the vear under review., Seven hundred and
thirty-one visits have been paid to Midwives for the purpose of inspeeting their applinnecs,
their methods, and for other causes,

AL the end of the year the number of Midwives in practice in Warwickshire was
208, and of these 106 were trained—a considerable improvement on the number for
Ihv previous year, which was 80, It is gratifving to find that the training of Midwives
is being carmned on so energetically in the County. Good work is being done by
the majority of untrained Midwives, although there are still many whoe are illiterate,
and diffieulty is sometimes meqz-mnmrj in obtaining the information required in eertain
eases which have nceessitated investigation.  As training procecds, these more or less
undesirzbles will gradually dwindle to an insignificant figure,

Out of 198 Midwives examined, 171 kept their bags in a satisfaetory eondition, and
as regards general cleanliness of the Midwives, 168 are reported as satisfactory, only
gix Dbeing regarded as unsuitable,

Fleven Midwives resigned, one died and three had their names removed from the Roll
of the Central Midwives Beard, one on account of neglect in observing the Rules of the
Central Midwives Board, and of serious neglect in a ense of Ophthalmin Neonntorum ;
another for serious negleet in a case of Puerperal Fever, the life of the patient being
endangered through the Midwife not prooring Medical attention when there was every
cvidenee of the ense being dne of 0 most serious charneter ;. while another was removed
from the Roll on account of the Board having come to the conelusion that the conditions
under which she was living were not in accondance with the Huoles and Regulations laid
down for certified Midwives. By reason of an Appeal made by this Midwile to a Higher
Court, her removal from the Toll was in abeyance up to the end of 1914,

288,  With vegard to the work of the Midwives in the various Districts, Miss Brows in

the Solihull District reports to me as follows :—* The Knowle and Umberslade Nursing
Assoeiations have trained new Midwives who are tising in the of others whose
term of serving under the Assoviations was up. mh were paid by the Warwickshire
County Couneil to both Societics towards the cost of training.  These Nurses are doing
excellent work and aup]ﬂ\ ing a great need on the district. attend ractim.‘ll\r
every confinement in their own arens and when T visit there is :{undunt evidenee of
the good a qualificd Nurse can do in such eases.  The baby's outhit is better, its habits
are better, and the mother h:*rwli is in better eondition for the good nursing she has
had during her eonfinement,”
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Of the 626 samples submitted, 58 were proved to be adulterated, giving a percentage
of 02 of articles adulterated on articles submitted. This percentage is 2-0 higher than
that for the previous vear,

No difficultics have arisen in administration, and I attribute this to a considerable
extent to the fact that in the majority of cases where difficultics were likely to occur,
or where the defendants were likely to be represented by solicitors or counsel, legal aid
was utilized for the prosecution of the Committee’s cases.  The result has been extremel
satisflactory, in that the case for the prosecution has been dealt with more fully, hutii
in a technical, and in a legal sense.

Several cases interesting [rom the point of view of edure came to light.  In the
first quarter of the vear, o sample of milk was taken Mr. Preston * informally,” and
was found to be adulterated with 20 per cent. of water.  Another on the 15th January
contained 30 per cent, of water, A sample taken on the 28nd January h}r i new
of whom the vendor was probably suspicicus, proved to be genuine and of ity,
but on the same day a sample taken by a person well known te the vendor, and not
under suspicion, was found to be adulterated with 16 per cent, of water.  Other
taken on the 8rd, 11th, and 183th February * informally,"” were all found to be adulterated.
Another one taken on the 21st February was found to contain no less than 36 per cent,
of added water. Finally, on February 24th, two samples were oblained under the pro-
visions of the Aet, each containing 18 per cent. of added water, and proccedings were
at onee instituted agninst the vendor,  Fines were inflicted at the Nuneaton Police Court
of £2 105, 0d. amd costs in each case. It is also interesting to add that in connection
with this case the vendor endeavoured to obstruct the Inspector when she became aware
of his errand, and also tried to knock the jug out of his hand.  For this offence further
proceedings were instituted, and a further fine was inflicted.

In the third quarter of the year an interesting ease occurred in reference to the adultera-
tion of butter. Four samples were purchased from the same vendor at Sutton Coldfield.
In reporting on them Mr. Preston says :—* Samples P171, P180, and P185 were all taken
* informally " from the same vendor and cach was found to be adulterated with 100 per
cent. of Margarine. 1 eventually purchased an ** official " sample (P187), which ﬁu
proved to be adulterated with 100 per cent. of margarine. In this ease I was able to
ﬂmm samples throngh & deputy who was willing to have the butter delivered at her

onse along with her weokly order, This is LTI'h'lil‘lI:i" the most efficient way of checki
adulteration in butter from shops which do mostly an ‘ order * trade, as there is less ri
in delivering adullerated goods at o regular customer’s house than serving the same
over the counter ; but the diffienlty is to get persons Wh“. will go t h with the
matter, and the Inspector can only take samples of butter in course of d 'verjr with
the purchaser’s consent.  Proccedings were taken at the Sutton Coldfield Court with
regard to P157.  The defendant was represented by Counsel, who pleaded it must have
been a mistake, also he put forward defendant’s previous good character. After the
Beneh had decided to conviet, evidenee with regard to the three informal samples P171,
P1so, and P185 was tendered.  The defending Counsel objected to this, but the Bench
decided to hear this evidence, and the defendant was fined £20, and £1 18s. costs, includ-
ing Advocate’s fec of £1 1s., the Bench stating that they considered the case a gross
instanee of fraud. There was o further summons in this case for dciiw:rin; i
in a plain wrapper, but this was adjourned, in view of the defending Counscl’s statement
that he might ask for a case to be stated."

These cases show how important it is to take nothing for granted in the efforts to
suppress adulteration. I have long been of opinion that the mere purchase of samples
under what may be ealled normal conditions, was not likely to disclose the extent of
adulteration being practised. In the future, as Executive Officer for carryving out the
Acts, I propose by consultation with the Inspectors to adopt certain i
to have a greater repressing effect on the practices of food adulterators.

I should further like to put on record that I consider speaking generally that the
Acts have been well carried ont by the Inspectors in the unty, and purti.tm!aﬂ}r is
this so in ccrtain districts. A sufficicnt number of samples has been purchased by
the Inspectors, and acting as they do under my administrative control, I have been
enabled on many occasions to deal with matters of importanee, which otherwise would
probably not have received the necessary attention. I still, however, think that it is
advisable for Inspectors of the District Councils, particnlarly in the larger Districts, to
supplement the work of the County Inspectors, so that in certain cases local know!
of possible improper practises may be utilized. It has been impressed more s v
upon me that the mere ordinary routine taking of samples under the provisions of the
Acts, is a work of but little value, and that il adulteration is to be prevented, or even
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seatched, so scientifie has it become in some instances, cfiorts to counteract it must be
made by the Inspectors, with the aid of unknown purchasers, and there must be also
ready eo-operation of all Officers engaged in the Public Health Service.

FACTORY AND WORKSHOPS ACT, 1901.

The Tables issued by the Home Office in connection with Lhis Act, are given in all
the District Reports, rom which it appears that proper attention is given to the super-
vision of these places.

SPECIAL DEATH RATES,

in, as I have done for some years past, I give below in tabular form, the figures
showing the death-rates from Typhoid Fever, Diphtheria, and Searlet Fever, during
the last ten years :—

Tryphokd Fever, Diphiheris. Grariet Fever,
1805, 004 0-14 005
100G, 007 -1 T
1907, 0-07 013 005
1905, LU 0-17 0 -[hik
| RTGES LI THS 0-13 LLELTH
| RUILLR 008 13 011k
1811. LLELIH O -0s 012
1812 LLELYF LU 008
1413, 002 0-10 007
1914, 002 015 -5

The above Table shows that the Typhoid Fever Death-rate remains in - every way o
satislactory one. The figure is identical with that of the last two vears.  There is
a very slight increase in the Diphtheria Death-rate as compared with the pre vious vear,
but even this cannot be regarded as at all high. The Seaet Fever Death-rate of 0-05
ghows a continued decline for the past five years, which must be regarded in every way
as being a satisfuctory Death-rate,

MILITARY CAMPS.

250a. Although there were no Military Camps in anv part of the County during the last

251.

five months of the vear, large numbers of Troops have been Dillctted, mainly at Sutton
Coldfield, Nuneaton, Stratford, Warwick and Leamington,

With reference to sanitary matters, there has been the dosest co-operation between
the Civil and Military Authoritics, and every possible assistance has been offered by the
Districk Medieal Officers concerned, to safeguard the health of the Troops billetted through-
out the County.

At Sutton Coldiield, Hutments were crected towards the end of the vear, and messures
were taken at once to extend the drainage svstem to this Camp and o ensure a sullicent
water supply, thus rendering the Camp in every way a snitahle onc.

The health of the Troops billetted in the County, up bo Uthe cnd of the yoar, was
indeed execellent.  Only three eases of Cerebro-spinal Fever, prevalent in other Camps
throughout the Country were notificd.  That this infections and very fatal discase was
kept so thoroughly in check speaks well for the efficiency of Liie santtary administration
of the Distriets in which they oceurred.

Other Infectious Discases 4u1:-1]rr1'ng amongst the Troops have bern dealt with o«
most thorongh manner, the incidence of Searlet Fever, Mensles, and Diphtheria being
extremely low.

CONCLUSION,

It has been borne upon me for some considerable time past that there is an advantage
in concluding a Report, to sum up some of the salient points dealt with, and perhaps
to accentuate some of the points made. Last vear I dealt very fully with the statistics
for the quarter of a century during which 1 had advised the County Council. — The
fimures were so interesting, that I feel inelined to further extend the table, and it will
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be observed that those for the year under review are in nearly every particular quite
satisfactory in comparison, and indecd in some respects show an advance.

252, Ve iy el Dol Bas el Peee  sermmy.
1580, 2702 1507 L-71 1-14 0-12 128
158, 27-15 15-98 1-30 1-10 007 134
1581. 0-18 17 -89 1-55 105 0-13 130
1592, Z5-72 16-92 L -3 1 -0} LO-10 132

L 1898, 20-45 17 -40 1-78 1045 0-19 135
1804, 27 -0 1407 1-19 1 Mk LS 123
154035, 2004 LG -85 142 1-18 LR 143
1506, 25 -54 14-1M) 152 01 0-11 136G
1507, I570 15 -2 2 - LU0 LR LH 144
1805, 25533 16-31 1-58 047 -1 131
1599, 27 b8 15 -0 194 103 0-25 142
19010, 27 00 16G-72 1-7G LB 0-22 142
1€hikl. 2754 14-48 1-40 0-51 0-13 133
102, 2707 Ta-45 i-08 0 £k 0-09 116
LEMES, 26-34 1% -G8 1-15 0-81 -4 125
[REIEN 2600 14-18 L-4% 0-80 0-07 1
TEHRS. 25-58 1287 0 -5 0-7g -4 109
[ RULIE 257 1550 1-40 LU 007 124
1807, 25-05 12-48 0-54 078 007 5]
1903, 2570 12-50 0-87 0-83 02 L
1909, 24-40 1308 0-50 L B 003 8T

— ] )\ 1) TR—— - L 11 -G 075 01 -80 RLEH] B
1911. 22-30 12-G0 1470 0-77 LR 115
1912. 2310 12 (H) -850 059 -0z T
10143, 2417 12-12 087 0-58 -0 RS
1914. 2307 11-3 -5l LT 0-02 il

253, It will be observed that the Zyvmotic Death-rate is better than last vear and indeed
is one of the lowest on record.

254.  The figure for Tubereulosis also remains practically identical with that of the last
two years, and the same rate of mortality from Typhoid Fever is still in evidenee.

255. As regards Infant Mortality, with one exeeption, we have the lowesl rate on record,
n rate lower than in 1913,

258. When it is borne in mind that local or seasonal causes may be at work, slight variations,
upward or downward, may oceur, which need not be considered of importanee, but when
the tendeney of all figures—General Deatherate, Zymotic Death-rate, and Death-rates
from Special Diseases, all show the same tendeney either to be maintained at a low level,
or Lo still urther decline, nothing but satisfaction remains.

257. The only saddening feature of the Report is the one in which we observe a still further
and greater reduction in the Birth-rate, compared with the previous year.  The Birth-
rate has been reduced 1-1 per 1,000, Though it i= not quite the lowest on record, it is
practically as low as in the year 1911 when the minimum thus far recovded was reached.

258, Ieferning to the peints dealt with in the Report, I cannot again help ealling r
attention to the extraordinsry value of the work done for the reduction of Infant Mortality.
Though I am afraid—even in our own County-—the work of the Couneil is not so well
understood as it should be, vet the method we have adopted is becoming so widely known
that it is frequently spoken of as ** the Warwickshire system.”” and in many outside
Districts has been, and is, being adopted.

Lol
(L]
=

Of anything I have been able to do in a Public Health sense, 1 am prouder of what
haz been achieved in bringing Health Visiting into Hural Districts, than of anvthing
else, amd T believe the resnlts of the system will be both effective and lasting.

260,  Another point which has considerably impressed itself upon my mind iz the improved
methods of dealing with Sanitation by local Distriet Couneils, and in nearly every mstance,
there is in the Reports marked evidenee that old text book methods dealing with disease
and Sanitary matters generally, are being relegated to the past.  There 18 becoming n
greater appreciation of the seientific opportunities given by the County Council for ob-

¢
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taining results from Bacteriol and Chemieal examinations, and although both by a diminu-
Lion ol the Staff, and the financial stringeney produced by the War, inercascd difficulties
have arisen, these have been met in many instances, if not adequately, ot least satisfactor-
ily, having regard to possibilities.

261. When I concluded mylast Report it was with the confident helief that I was severing
my official connection with the Health Work of the Count ¥. Acting under urgent
Medieal advice, I felt it absolutely necessary to reduce the ealls upon my physical powers,
and I felt that it was incumbent upon me te retire at the end of the vear. 'D'wjug,
however, to the kindness and appreciation expressed by the Membiers of the Couneil, and
the desire also expressed that 1 should not sever myscll entirely from itz work, arrange-
ments were made at the end of the year by which I was enabled to hand over the
routine work to Dr. Hamiprox Woon, but at the same time was privileged to supervise
and advise generally on the Sanitary Work of the Couneil.

262. 1T wish to take this opportunity of putting on record how decply T was touched by
the kindness evineed,  AE the time nl writing 1T am about to enter my fortieth year
of service in the County, and although doring that prolonged period T have met with
every kindness and assistance from all concerned, nothing has ever given me more p:-rmnal
Frnl:il'l.cnlinn than the ::x|:|-r1.':!ixiuns—-|.u.11|1 wrilten and ornl—that T have received in such
arge numbers. I can only hope that [ may be permitted for some time to reciprocate
the confidence and estecm shown to me by being able usefully to deal with many matters
ol pq]icy, which such a prn]nu:gr.-rl. experience in the County should have enabled me
to do.

263. Dn. Hasnvrox Woop, in whose charge now the routine Sanitary Work of the Council
is placed, has given me very large help in the compilation of this Report. 1T have
confidence in stating that the skill and experience he has sequired in other offices
will of great value to the County Work. Ax Chiel Assistont in the County, he had
ined valuable experience, and personally, I feel that 1 have been much indebted to

im for his ready help on all occasions.

264. I also fecl bound to mention the work of Miss Lowe, the Superintendent Health
Visitor. Her work is now so well known outside the bounds of the County, that it will
be agreed on all hands when I say that in her Department she appears to have a genius
for nization. Every month some new development takes place adding to the value
and ieney of the women’s work, and to her and to all the workers in her Department,
I am extremely indebted.

265. I should also like to put on record how much I have been indebted in the past to
the self-sacrificing labour and ready help I have always reeeived from my Chief Clerk—
Mr. T. 5. Rolinson. In the numi;er of years he has oceupicd that position, hﬁwe?{:r
urgent my demands have been they have always been readily met, and in an Office
such as ti-'m: Health Office has become, not only his capacity for work, but his readiness
to mpp],_y all possible requirements, has to me always heen of the greatest value,

. 266. I also wish again to thank the other members of my Staff, and the Staffs of the

Distriet Councils, and other Departments in the County, for the help that has been accorded
in their work, and the pleasant relations that have always subsisted between us.

I have the honour to remain,
My Lords and Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

A. BOSTOCK IILL, M.Sc., M.ID., D.P.H,, Camb.,
County Medical Officer of Health.
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306, A pgreat deal of bacteriological work was also earried out by Birmingham University
at the request and expense of the Loeal Government Board, on specimens of blood
obtained by me from a number of persons at Kenilworth and in other Distriets who
haed suffered from ro-enteritis.  The results obtained, however, did not throw much
light on the eausation of the outhreak of pastro-enteritis in Kenilworth which preceded
the late typhoid epidemic.

8307.  With reference to non-notiliable Infections Diseases, D, Taxave says:—* 1 am glad
to be able again to report that, although a few cases of non-notifiable infectious disease
occurred among school children ot various times, there has been no need during the year
to elose any school.  One death was due to measles in the second quarter.™

808. The Report states with relerence to prevalence and econtrol over Tuberculbsis :—
“Twenty new cases of Tubereulosis were notified during the year, 16 being of phthisis
and 4 of other forms of this discase.  Seven deaths were due to tuberculosis, 5 I:H:'IE
in cases of phthisis and two in other tubereulous diseases. By an arrangement wi
the County Medical Officer of Health, I have supplied him every week with lists of new
cases of tuberculosis notified, and the County Health Yisitor has visited and given advice
where such appeared necessarv.  Through this arrangement I have from time to time
received valuable information as to defective conditions discovered in the patient’s homes
and steps have been taken to remedy these. Disinfectants and sputum bottles are
supplia{rslwc through the Sanitary Inspector for cases where they are desirnble.  After
deaths from phthisis and after removals of phthisical patients when the eirenmstances
require it, disinfection is carried out by the Inspector, and the bedding removed for steam
disinfection to Warwick Workhouse.  The Shelter purchased in 1913 by the Council
has been used by two patients successively during l;li'lln year."

308. A detailed Report is appended from the Surveyor and Sanitary Inspector—Mr. Ehnlto-
Douglas. The fellowing paragraphs are culled from this Iteport :—The following 17 nuisances
with respeet to which notiecs were served during the year remained unabated at the end of
the vear :—5 insullicicnt and unwholesome water supply ;4 houses unfit for human habita-
tion ; 1 accumulation of refuse; 1 damp house ; 2 animals so kept ag to be o noisance.

Sewage Disposal.—During the vear the effluent from these works has been of a highl
satisfactory nature, the last report from Messrs, Bostock Hill and Righy upon a nmpg
submitted to them being as follows ;—

Results expressed in parts pc'r 100, (D,

Free and Saline Amimonia -(H}5
Organic Ammonin 02T
Chlorine :|n Chlorides ... 585
Nitrogen in Nitrates and Nltnh.s 55
Oxygen absorbed in 4 hours at 80 F. 1-06
Total Solid Matter ] Wﬁ

Suspended Matter
The cffluent was of execllent qun].lhr ‘and E.'uitab]r: in a.ll rq:specis tﬂ be turned

into a stream.

* Factories and Workshops.—It has been necessary to serve 3 statutory and 4 informal
notices with respect to the following :—1 foul carth closet, 4 liirt:.l' wnrksh.aps, 2 ahsence
of adequate sanitary convenicnee.

Y New Buildings.—During the year sixteen plans have been aprroved for the following
works :—3# alterations to houses ; 24 cottages (these are the ones being built by you
under the Housing Acts), & alterations to cottages, 3 houses and shops, 2 lock-up shops,
2 shop fronts, 1 addition to stables, 1 garage, 2 sheds™

ViTaL STATISTICE.
Infant Mortality

Population, Birth-rate. Daath.rate. Fymotie Death-rate.  per 1,000 Birtha,
Limilin 281 144 182 57
LEAMINGTON.

10, Dr. Gisoxs Warn opens his Report with a dnscriptiﬂn of the ph}'si.cl.l features and
general character of the District, and the seeinl conditions, mentioning also the various
Medical Charities present in the Borough.

#11.  The population he estimates ot 28,652, The natural inercase of population in the
past year was 83

812. Four hundred and lorty-one Births occurred in the District, giving a Birth-rate of
168-5 per 1,000, As compared with last year there is a decrease in the Birth-rate of
0-7 per 1,000,  He remarks that owing to the econstitution of the population. this rate
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852,  With reference to privale supplies there were 18 wells in the Borough used for this
purpose.  Of twelve samples taken, % were found to be unfit for drinking purposes, and
in five instances the wells were closed, and town water laid on.

353. There are only eight dwellings in the Borough dependent on Surface Water alone for
their supplies.

354 It is recorded that 385,764,490 gallons of sewage have been pumped doring the year
and 8497 tons of dry refuse destranyed.

855,  With refercnce to Sanitary work doene during the year :—148 complaints were received
during the past vear, 58 being from No. 1 District and 85 from No. 2; 171 notices
were served in Distriet 1, and 195 in District 2. Of these notices 6 were statutory,
1 in No. 1 District and 5 in No. 2: 373 notices were complied with during the year,
and 42 are still oulstanding.  Some of the notices complicd with were standing over
at the end of 10138,

856. Relerring Lo Common Lodging Houses, 174 visits have been paid to these houses,
and four notiecs have been served.

357.  The Report also deals with Inspection of Conal Boats, and with reference to Slaughter
bhouses, Dr. Giunoxs Wann says :— Generally spenking, these places have been kept in
as good o condition as the structure and position of the buildings would allow, but one
ecannot but realise that in many instances they are so situated that it is impossible for
them to be suited to the purpose for which they arc used. The only remedy for these
conditions is o Public Abattorr. The provision of such a building would be of L
advantage in connection with the inspection of meat, At present, tho we have
the aid of most of the Butehers in our endeavours to ensure that the food of the inhabi-
tants of the Borough is sound and free from disease, vet one large building is much more
easily kept under observation than a comparatively large number of small ones.™

358,  There are only four (Mlensive Trade premises in the Borough, all of which have been
inspected and found in gomd condition.

850, With reference to diseased and unsound food, a considerable quantity has been sur-
rendered on the representation of the Inspectors, and on this matter D, Gigrons Wann
remarks :—* [ think it is only just to say how much this Department and the Public
generally are indebted to the majority of the Butchers of the Borough for the publie-
spirited way in which they promptly notify us of any doubtful earcases or parts of earcases
which come into their possession.  Without this assistonce we should find it diffieult
having regard to the way in which the Slaughterhouses are distributed throughout the
town, to supervise with any approach to efficiency the meat supply of the Borough.

#60. There are 10 Cowsheds and 83 Dairies and Milk Shops in th.clﬁwnug]], to which 357
visits have been paid.  Fourteen notices were issued for cleansing and Iimma.ﬁhi.ng,
and all have been eomplied with.

361. Referring to Ice Cream Shops the Medical Officer of Health draws attention ko the
advantages to be gained by registration.  ** If this were done,” he remarks, * it would
be possible to keep a closer wateh on the activities of all vendors of Iee Cream, whether
regrular or only easual traders.”

862, Under the Sale of Food and Drugs Act, 90 samples were taken and submitted for
analvsis.  All save five were of good quality. There were three proseculions on aceount
of unsatisfactory milk.

#63. Under the Housing {Inspection of Distriet) Hegulations, 357 houses have been in-
speeted, no Closing Orders have been made, and in 255 instances defects have been
remedicd without the making of Closing Orders.  With reference to House I
Dr. Gienoxs Warn says :—*° There still remains a very considerable number of dwellings
which must be dealt with as soon as possible, and it will be neeessary for the Authority
during the coming year to consider the advisability of closing them. T have hesitated
somewhat during the present crisis to ask for Closing Orders with respect to many
dwellings, but am of Tininn that carly action should be taken, even if the actual closure
is deferred to a later date, a proecedure which 1 understand is being followed in some

other Distriets.”

#84. Continuing, he says:—* 1 am of the opinion, erally speaking, that the demand
for houses at a rental ranging from 4s. 6d. to ﬂ.ﬂgmpﬂ'ﬂﬁk has by no means decreased,
and it is to be hoped that the matter will be taken up again in earnest at a more
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appropriate time. The question as to whether or not o Housing Seheme of this character
can be made to pay is, of course, of considerable importance, and uwnder normal con-
ditions one feels that such a desirable end could be obtained, but even if the work were
earried oul at some slight loss to the Ratepayers, it would scem worth the doing.  When
one considers the undesirable conditions under which a eopsiderable proportion of our
lation live, such conditions as inevitably inerease the liability to sickness, not to
mention the life-long physical defects entailed by such surroundings, one cannot help but
feel that any small expenditure necessitated by a Housing Scheme would be returned
with interest in the shape of the improved health of the inhabitants of the Borough.”

885. The Report also deals with the Factory and Workshops Aet, and the Shops Aet, 1912,

866. Included in the Report is an account of the Congress of the Royal Institute of Publie
Health, 1914, held in Edinburgh, in July of that year.

867, From the Meteorologieal Report it is scen that there wos o Rainfall of 24-55 inches
during the year, and 1,494 8 hours of bLright sunshine,

ViTan STaTisrTics.

Tnfant Hur:lﬂly
Population. Birth-rate. Daath-rate. Zymotle Death-rate.  per 1000 Births,

26,652 16G -5 154 0-78 b R

NUNEATON (BOROUGII).

868, Dgr. V. Grav-Marroasp estimates the population at the middle of 1914 to have been
40,081, an mereasc of 3,018 on 1913, when the estimate was 37,0714,

808,  The Birth-rate was 299 per 1,000, nearly the same as in the two previous years,
when it was 20-6 in 1012, and 20-4 in 1912,

870, The Death-rate was 181, compared with 11-7 in the previous yvear.
871. The Zymotic Deathorate was 10 per 1,000, as against 143 in 1013

872. The number of deaths of children under one year of age was 148, which gives an Infant
Mortality Rate of 119 per 1,000 hirths registered. Im 1918 it was 104 per 1,004,

875. Referring to this subject, the Report states :—** No less than 62 of these deaths were
due to Congenital Debility and Malformation, including Premature Bieth, and it is a
m doubtiul problem as to what extent & Sanitary Authority may be able to influence
g early couses of death. There are, of course, the common contributory causes
such as : Hereditary Disease, Improper Feeding, Too frequent Parturition, Unsuitable
premises for food storage due to the defective housing conditions, but there arc other

ve contributory causes such as the abuse of alechol and the wse of Abortifacient
mgs.  The use, if not the abuse, of aleohol amongst women, partieularly in Industrial
districts is, generally speaking, pretty eomonon, and it muost, to o certain extent, have a
deleterious influence upon the unborn child.  Such children if born alive are handicapped
from the start, and if to this is added the possibility that the child’s environment is
not all that could be desived its chances of living are very eonsiderably redueed.  Again,
in Industrial Districts the pregnant mother may have two or three members of the family
at work, some may be warking through the day, others theongh the night.  This means
that the expectant mother has to work very hard and ecck a lot of meals, and it is
impossible for her to get sulficient rest.  In cases like this, without any question of
drugs or aleohol, there s a halality to Premoture birth, or the birth of & weakling.

87+, “ With regard to the use of drogs for procuring abortion, not only are such drugs
easily procurable by the general public, but they are advertised. It is more than time
that such a state of affuirs was absolutely made impossible in any country.  Nothing
short of legislation whereby all such drugs were scheduled as Poisons, and only to be
ured upon the signed order of a gualified medieal man appears to me to be of any
use in dealing with one of the greatest factors in Infant Mortality. I pregnant women
only realised the terrible risk to their own health which the use of such Drugs may bring
about, they would think twice of willully risking their own life, even if they have no
compunction with resard to the unborn child.”

875. The Borough Couneil appointed, in December, a Lady Health Visitor for the Borough.
They were fortunate in their selection, and 1 anticipate much gocd from the result of
her work. and an inleresting report at the end of the vear.
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801. In December lost a easc of Smallpox was notified in Rughy., It was discovered that
I;]'u‘: patient had been staying at the Common Lodging House, Abley Green, smd from
evidence obtainable, there scemed to be no ressonable doubt that he developed the
discase in Nuneaton. Prompt measures with regard to disinfection, observation of
contacts, and as far as possible putting the Lodging House in quarantine, were at onee
carried out. By grrangement with the owner no persons were allowed to be admitted
for 14 days. The steps taken necessarily involved considerable finanecial loss to the
Owner, and I am very pleased to report that at the cxpiration of gquarantine the Owner
decided to bear the entire financial Joss himsell. At a mecting of the Borough Council,
it wns unanimously decided that the Town Clerk send o lelter of appreciation to the
Owner, Lthanking him for his very public.spirited action, and for the great assistanee
which he rendered to the Public officials in this case.

No case of Smallpox ccenrred in the Bovough as o result of this, but another case

wis I'E'Dﬁﬂl'-‘ﬂ in the County which apparently might be traced to the original souree of
infeetion,

802. Measles was not very prevalent in the Borough during the year, and no death occurred
from it. Leaflets giving simple directions to pavents with regard to Measles are dis-
tributed in all Infant Schools by the Head Teachers. Lately the Sanitary Committee
have emploved o Nurse to visit the homes and advise perents, and to see that the Doetor’s
orders are carricd out and that all precautions are taken. The parents scem to be
ealling in the Doctor much more frequently.

808. During the year 173 eascs of Searlet Fever were nolified, compared with 198 in 19138,
Referring to this disease, Dr. Grav-Marmiaxp says :—** At the time of writing it would
seem that the severe epidemie, which has lasted more than three vears, has practically
died out.  Filty-nine cases of Scarlet Fever were removed to and treated at the Isolation
Hospital. The epidemie, throughout its entire course, has been of a mild type, and
during the yea. only one death was registered from this disease.  In 1013, 8 deaths
were registered from Searlet Fever.,  Proccedings were instituted in one ense on account
of wilful concealment of a ease of Searlet Fever under the Infections Discases Prevention
Act. The offenee was more serious inasmuch ns home work was being done during
the period of illness. A fine of £2, including costs, was imposed. Tt is to be hoped
that this ease acted as a warning.”

894, Seven deaths were registered from Wheoping Cough, 5 under one year, the other two
between 5 and 15 years of age.  There were nine deaths in the previous year from
this cause.

895, Twenty-two eases of Diphtheria, including Membranous Croup, were notified during

year. Four of these cases proved fatal, all of which were under 15 vears of age.

In 19138 there were 34 cases notified, and T deaths, all of which were under 15 years

of age. In the majority of eages throat swabs were taken, and the diasgnosis was eon-

firmed bacteriologically,  Diphtheria Antitoxin is supplied free by the Borough Council
and the medical men avail themselves of this valuable means of treating the disease,

308, Dr. Geav-Marraxp says :—" Three notifications of Puerperal Fever were received
during the year. I am pleased te report that all the eases recovered.  The County
Medical Oflicer of Health is the Supervising Authority under the Midwives Act for this
Borough, and a full report on each case was sent to him.  Disinfection was carvied
out by the Local Sanitary Authority.,  In two of these cases there was nothing abnormal
to account for the onset of the disease. The other ease I reporled gross negleet on
the port of the Midwife attending, and this case was dealt with by the Central Midwives
Board, with the result that the Midwile in question was removed from the vegister."”

897. Dealing with the question of Influenza, he says:—* Eleven deaths were registered
from this cause. This is rather a large number of deaths, but real inllucnza is undoubt-
edly a scrious disease, and though the patient apparently recovers from ihe attacks it
is quite possible that it leaves permanent defects.

888. Referring to Tubereulosis, the Report states :—** During the year 68 cascs of Pulmonary
Tubereulosis were notified, and 25 notifications were received of other forms of Tuber-
eulosis.  Forty-one deaths were registered from Pulmonary Tubereulosis (Phthisis), as
against 20 in 1913. Three deaths were notified from Tuberculous Meningitis, against
fi in 1013. Four deaths were notified from other Tuberculous disease, against six in 1913,
This makes a total of 51 deaths from Tuberculous conditions in the Borough during
the vear.

899, As to accommodation for breatment, the report further states :—' Sanatorium benefit
has been provided in various parts of the County. In the Borough of Nuneaton itself
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the Loeal Government Board have extended their approval of the aceommodation pro-
vided by the Local Authority at Tuttle Hill, where & patients can be treated.  During
the vear #4 patients have been treated in this Institution, and there is an agreement
to retain the use of four beds with the Warwickshire Insurance Committee. The
Nuneaton Joint Smallpox Hospital at Brameote, which was opened as a Sanatorium in
November, 1013, has now accommaodation for 28 patients. A verandah has been erected,
and two Portable Shelters provided. The building is cquipped with all modern con-
veniences and possesses its own Sewage Disposal Works, and Steam Disinfector.  There
is also accommodation for the treatment of Tuberenlous patients at the Nunenton Waork-
house Infirmary, two baleonies having been built communicating with a small inner Ward.
The Borough Council have also purchased Portable Shelters, 9-ft. by 6-ft.,, which are
at the disposal of the County Insurance Committee at a small weekly charge, and which
are crected in the patinets’ own garden, wherever suitable.  In necessitous eases beds
and bedding are also supplied. It is to be hoped that before long there will be estab-
lished in the Borough, a Il“.ll-zp-« cnsary in connection with the scheme of the Warwickshire
Insurance Committes.  This will he a great hoon, particularly with regard to school
children.  Co-operation between the School Medical Officer and the County Tuberculosis
Officer may result in many cascs, which are on the border line, rucwrmg the

treatment, and probably arresting the disease, whereas at present there is very little being
done for such cases. Hand-bills with simple instructions as to mecessary precautions
to he taken by persons suffering from Tuberculosis are distributed by the County Health
Vizitor, whose work in connection with cazes of this disease is admirable,™

400, The Isolation Hospital on Tuttle Hill provides treatment for Scarlet Fever and there
15 also a temporanly approved Institution for the treatment of Insured persons sulfering
from Tuberculosis.  There is accommodation at the Hospital for 80 eases of Scarlet Fever,
and during the vear 50 cases were treated there.  There are eight beds available for
the treatment of Tuberculons patients, four of which are retained agreement with the
Warwickshire Insurnnee Committee. Dr. Grav-Marrraxn adds :—** There is a Labora-
tory attached to the Public Health Department where Bacteriological examinations are
earried out, more particularly with regard to examination of sputum for the detection
of Tuberele Bacilli, a large number of which I have conducted during the year.  Throat
swahs from enses of Diphtheria are also examined and reported upon. All Medieal
Practitioners are at liberty to send specimens to be examined, and upon which 1 am
pleased to report.”

401, Under the Housing Act 804 Inspections were made, no less than 78 houses being found
unfit for habitation. One Closing Order was made, and defects in 260 houses were remedied
without the making of Closing Orders.

402, The l{rpnr! shows that of the 1,218 hirths registered during the year ended 80th
June, 1914, only 140 were successfully vaccinated, while the conscientions ohjection
certificates numbered 897,

408, Referring to this, Dr. Grav-Marraxp says :—** I have referred in my HReport each
year to the deplorable state of affairs in Nuneaton with regard to Vaccination. Without
in any way wishing to be an almmist or a * prophet of evil ' it does seemm more than
ever, al the present time, a serious matter that such a very large proportion of persons
in the Borough are unprotected against Smallpox. Owing to the condition of alfairs
on the Continent, due to the War, there is certainly a possibility of a big outbreak of
discase, and if such o thing did happen it could not be long before it was imported into
this country.’

408a. The Heport also containg a Rainfall Table, and a Summary of the work done in the
Sanitary Inspector's Department.

Yiran Sratistics.

Infant Mortality
Papalation. Birih-rate. Dreaih-rate, Zymotic Death-rate. por 1000 Births.
40,087 20-9 13-1 10 119

RUGBY.

404. Dr. Taxeyve estimates the population at the middle of the year to have been 28,480,
an increasc of 540 on the estimate of the previous year.

405. ‘The Birth-rate was 21-6 per 1,000, as comparcd with 20-6 in 1918,

406.  The Death-rate was 8-0 per 1,000, a8 decrcase of 1-6 per 1,000 on the previous year.
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407,  Thirty-one deaths of Infants under one year of were registored, mmpnrﬂl with
3% in 1913, 28 in 1912 and 44 in 1911, giving the Infant Mortality rate of 61 per 1,000
births, a rate well below the average for the previous five years.

408, Under the Notifiention of Births Aet, 455 births were notified out of the 507 registered
during the vear in the District.

409. The deaths from 3}'mﬂtic Diisease numbered 6, the causes being : Measles 1, Searlet
Fever 1, “‘h:::ring Cﬂugh 2 Diarrhoea 2. This gives a Zymotic Death-rate of 0-25 per
1,000, compared with 0-44 last wear.

410. Dr. Taxcye, dealing with the Water Supply, says :—* With the exception of a few
E::\-alc wells used for purposes other than drinking, the whole of the town is supplicd
m the Council’s mains,

#11. * The bulk of the Water is obtained from the filtration plant at the Avon Waterworks,
and the rest from the collecting area in the gravel bed at Barby Road.  In addition
to the town of Rugby the followi ts of the Rugby Rural Distriet arc supplied :—
New Bilton, Old Bilton, Newbold, Hillmorton, Brownsover, and part of Clifton, These
villages contain more than a third of the total population of the Huoral District, Nn::nr]:,r
30,000 le thus depend upon this supply.  During the past five years the average
daily supply to the mains from the Avon filtration I'ﬂmit has increased by more than
87 per cent., whilst the plant has not been enlarged for many years.  Under these
gircumstances it is not surprising that the works have berome inadequate for the proper
ification of the enormous amount of water pumped into the mains.,  Steps have,
ver, been taken to secure the purity of the supply, and a long serics of bacteriological
examinations has since demonstrated the complete success of the method adopted. This
however, should give place as soon as possible to o permanent solution of the
difficulty by enlargement of the purifieation plant. The two new filter beds, which
it is h will be complete in tE: autumn, are o step in the right direction, but one
cannot satisfied with the adequaey of the works until a large storage area is provided
for the pcliminary treatment of the river water before filtration,™

412. With reference to Drainage and Sowerage he reports that the bacteriological outfall
works has continued to give very satisfactory results and that the general sewerage system
of the town reccives constant attemtion and has led to no complaints. He states that
the sewerage and water supply of the town has made it possible in connection with
closet accommodation for a very complete svstem of water carriage, and in the whole
Urban area there are only about 10 closets on the dry disposal system, these being in
situations where it is impossible to provide sewers.  With only a very few exeeptions
there 12 ab least one water closet to every two houses,

418, Dr. Tascve says with regand to Seavenging :—" Ashes and refuse are removed at
weekly intervals, or in some cases more frequently.  Disinfeetants are used during this
process during the summer months.  With the exception of about 20 fixed ash-pits,
all houses are provided with movable ashbins, The Ilui;h:‘r in many eases have consisted
of wooden boxes, but these are rapidly giving way to galvanized iron reeeptacles which
are rightly considered more hygienic by the Sanitary Committee.  Active steps have
been taken during the year with respect to this improvement, and proper ash-hins have
been obtained where not previously provided in practieally all the 708 houses inspected
under the Housing Repulations doring the vear.  The house refuse of the town has
continued to be satisfactorily disposed of at the Destructor,™

414, The following persons and premises are registered under the Dairics, Cowsheds, and
Milkshops Orders :—Three eowkeepers, twenty-cight milkshops in connection with which
there are seven milk rounds, and twentv-six persons who have milk rownds without
registered premises.  In addition several farmers who bring milk to retailers in the town
are registered both in the Urban District and in the districts in which their farns are
gitunted. On the whole the premises used in the milk trade are fnirly satisfactory.

415, The number of Bake-honses is 28, showing an increase of onec on the previous year.
The new premises are of satisfactory modern design.

416, The 16 Slanghter-houses, of which & are in eonnection with the Market and owned
by the Couneil, have been frequently visited during the year, and are on the whole
well kept.

417. Two carcases, as mentioned in the Inspector’s report, were voluntarily surrendered
and destroved. One was of a tubercular beast, and the other was a pig affected with

swine fever.
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had the eubic space available for cows in all the eow sheds in the Borough taken. In
many of them this is quite satisfactory, but in several cases the amount allowed is too
small. In three cases the figures are less than 400 cubic foet per cow, and in seven
others less than 500 eubie fect, Kven when cows are turned out the minimum require-
ments are 600 cubie foct per cow. 1 consider it very important in these cases that
there should be a reduction in the number of cows kept in the sheds, so that o reasonable
fie of cubic space may be allotted to cach eow.”

478, With regard to New Buildings, 56 honses have been passed on completion, and
coertificd as fit for human habitation, as compared with 60 in the previous wvear,

480. Under the Housing and Town Planning Act, 632 houses have been Inspeeted, the

jority of which were found in a good state of repaiv.  No Closing Orders were made,

and 18 defects were remedicd without the making of Closing Orders.  Referving further

to this the Report states - The Borough Surveyor informs me that the preparation of

a Town Planning Scheme has been delayed, owing to the necessity of preparing for relief

works to be undertaken in the Borough in consequence of the war, bul a eomplete scheme

is mow drafted and being considered by the Committes, which, with any amendments

that may be made, will be laid before the Council and Owners, so that it may finally
obtain the approval of the Local Government Board.”

481. Attention is drawn in the Report to the unsatisfactory state of Vaccination in the
Borough, the fipures for successful vaceination having fallen from 68 per cent. in 1918,
to 68 per cent. in 1014, Referring to this, Dr. Bosrock Min remarks :—° This re-
duction is perhaps the more unfortunate as it is  almost certain that Smallpox will be
introduced refugees or returned soldiers from the war, and as there has been no
cpidemic of late vears, conditions will be suitable for one of some severity, which probably
sanitary measures will be unable to check., [ am quite aware that homilies are
practically of no value to the avernge anti-voecinist, and it wonld seem, therefore, ns in
the past, nothing but a rude awakening will be of any value.™

482. The Report deals at some length with the work carried out in the Borough by the
County Health Visitor, attention being especially drawn to the low rate of Infant Mortality
shown of late years, due bto 2 great extent to the work done by the County Council
Health Visttor,

483. The Report deals also with the Faetories and Workshops Aect.  The Bakeries are
reported to have been well maintained, and kept in & cleanly condition thronghout the

veal,

#84. The Reporl also deals with the Meteorological leports taken at the Perk Lodge and
Council House respectively.

VITAL STATISTiCS.
Infant Mortality
Population. Birth-rate. Death. rate. Lymotie Death-rate.  per 1,000 Births,
2,437 15-24 0498 0-12 G

WARWICK.

485. Dgr. Taxcye estimates the population at the middle of the year at 11,910, the same
as in 1013,

486. The Birth-rate was 230 per 1,000, which is slightly above the rate for the last five
years,

487. The Deathsrate was also the same as in the previous year, namely, 14-0 per 1,000,

488, Twentv-once deaths of Infants under one vear of age were registered during the year,
which gives an Infant Mortality rate of 77 per 1,000 births.  In 1913 the number of
infant deaths was 25, and the rate 04 per 1,000 hirths.

489, Under the Notification of Births Aet, 249 births were notified out of 281 registered.

400. The Zymotic Death-rate was 0:50, there heing six deaths from the seven {I-‘l’illl:"ipﬂl
Fvmotic dizeases. The causcs of these six deaths are shown as;—Secarlet Fever 1,
Whooping Cough 4, Diarrheea 1. In 1913 this rete was 1-00 per 1,000









&0

518.  Scarlet Fever.—Fifty-one cases of this disease oceurred during the year, the only localised
outbreak being in connection with the Westgate Schools in November. Infant
department of thiz school was on this account elosed for a short period and disinfected.
One case which was removed to Hospital from Albert Strect late in the year proved fatal.

514,  Erysipelas—Twenty-one eases of the usual mild type were notified during the year.
515. Enleric Fever.—No ease of this disease was notified during the year.

516.  Puerperal Fever.—For the fifth year in succession no case of this disease has been
notified in the Borough.

517.  Ophthalinig Neonatorum.—One case was notified of this disease, which is such a serious
cause of blindness,  The case was at onee reported to the County Staff in order that
proper medieal attention should be sceured.

518.  The following table shows the extent to which the County scheme has been utilized
for the free bacteriological examination by Birmingham University :—

v J Toxitive, Negasive. Tedal.
Diphtheria 11 23 g ae
Enterie Fever .. Nil g 2
Phithisis 4 14 el 18

54

519.  Non-watifiable Infections Isease.—The only outbreak of any importance was one of
whooping mugh in the Earljr‘ summer, when four deaths of young children resulted from
this disease,

520. The following is a list of Elementary Schools closed during the year on account of
infectious discase ;—

Westgate Council Infants’, infectious eolds, Jan. 26th to Feb, 2nd.

C.E. Infants’, whooping cough and chicken-pox, May 27th to June 15th.
Westgate Council Infants’, searlet fever, Nov, 10th to 20th.

All Saints’, Emseote, Infants’, mumps, Dee. 2nd to Xmas Holidays.
Borough C.E. Infants’, mumps, Dee. 17th to Xmas Holidays.

Borough Boys’ and Girls’, mumps, Deec, 215t to Xmas Holidays,

521, Ieferring to the Prevalence of and Control over Tuberculosis, Dr. Tangvwe says:—
* During the year 28 new cases of tubereulosis were notified, 19 being eases of phthisis
and 4 of other bnberenlons disease, Eighteen deaths were due to berealosis, com-
pared with 10 in 1913, 15 in 1912, and 14 in 1811. Tuberculosis is a serions factor
in the health of the Dorough, and, as shewn by the above Table, some of the strects
where housing is most defeetive show a proportionately heavy incidence.  The cheapest
honsges naturally attract the poorest lives, and thus a vicious circle is set up and centres
of tuberenlar infection arise in slum areas,  On this account it is most nocessary for the
Council to enforce their powers under the Housing Acts vigorously.”

Bag, .‘!.]I}p(::l'l.i.luil is o Heport from Mr. Sidney T. W. White, the Sanitary Inspector, giving
details of work done in his department during the year, from which the following extracts
are taken :—* I have submitted to Dr. A, Bostock Hill fourteen samples of well water
for analysis, Twelve were reported as unfit for use for drinking, and one of suspicious
quality.  One of these wells was elosed, two opened, eleansed, puddled, and re-sampled,
and the water still found to be bad. Eight of these samples were from Longbridge
and Longbridge Road, seven of which were condemned, and one was of sus icious l.]uu:ilg.
With exception of one of the wells, which iz said to have been clea and repaired,
nothing has been done.  The Longbridge water supply has been referred to the Borough
Surveyor. In one case where the well was cleansed, repaired, puddied, and the water
still bad, the Council requested the occupier not to nse same for drml.:i:ngﬂrduiry purposes,
Forty-two samples of varions foods were submitted to Dr. A. Bostock Hill for analysis.
One sample of milk was deficient of eleven per cent. of fat.  The seller appeared before
the Sanitary Committee, and they aceepted his excuse for the deficiency. One other
milk sample was down to the minimum of fat.  The other samples were genuine. One
milk seller was cantioned for not having his name and address on the ean, ete™

ViTaL, STATISTICS.
Infant Mortality
Population. Birth.rate, Donth.rats,  Zymotie Denth.rats, per 1,000 Birthe,
11,910 280 140 0 =50 T
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RURAL DISTRICTS.
ALCESTEL.

528. Dnr. Browne estimates the population to have remained at 11,868, the same as in
the three previous years.

524. The Birth-rate has fallen to the low figure of 155, as comparcd with 1887 in the
previous year.

525, The Death-rate on the other hand shows o considerable increase, being 12-56 as
against -85 in 1913,

526. Fourteen deaths have been reported from Zymotie Disenses, viz., 8 from Diphtheria
and Membranous Croup and ¢ from Diarrhoea,  This gives o Zymotic Death-rate of
1-17 per 1000 of the population, and is an increase from 0-53 per 1,000 in the previous

year.

527. Infanl Murl.nl.il:}" ngain shows a very satisfactory decrease. Eleven deaths of infants
under a vear were registered, compared wilh 17 in the previons vear.  This gives o
rate of 51-31 per 1,000 registered hirths, comparcd with 7389 in the previous year, and
still higher figures in earlier years,

528, The eases of Infectious Diseases nobified during the yvear numbercd 88, comparcd with
only 34 in the previous year, which, however, was an exceptionally low number.  No
less than 50 of the cases were of Diphtheria and 27 of Scarlet Fever, In addition,
there have been 22 cases of Pulmonary Tubereilosis and 8 of other forms of Tuberenlosis.

520, [Eight out of the 50 cascs of Diphtheria were fatal.  Thivtv-one of the cases were
removed to the Isolation Hospital. De. Browxs says :—** The most troublesome ont-
break to deal with was at Great Alne, twentv-one cases ocourring in Jume and July.
Owing to the lack of accommodation at the Hospital many of the cases had to be treated
at home, A second outbreak at Great Alme i October was mainly econfined {0 two
families, who were removed to the Hospital, it being found that owing to delay in sending
for medical adviee, all the children and the parents in one family had contracted the
discase.  Bacteriological exammation of swabs from two hondreed s eighty-seven cases
and suspeetod cases, ineluding the repeated examinations of eascs which showed the
bacilli at regular intervals, were made by the Birmingham Universily,  Some of the
eages, though apparently quite recovered, showed the bacilli for long pericds, no patient
being discharged from the Hospital, or considered free from infection at home, till two
negative reports were obtained.”

680. Of the 27 cascs of Searlet Fever, 26 were removed to Hospital, but no single easc
proved fatal.

631. Diarrhoea and Enteritis accounted for six deaths.

532, One isolated case of Typhoid Fever was nolifiéd,

688, Neither Whooping Cough nor Messles los been prevalent during the vear,
G4,

With reference to Pulmonary Tuberculosis, Dr. Browse says " Twenty-two cases
of pulmonary tubereulosis were notified during the vear, the same number in each ease
as in the |}r-'r!v'|n||ﬂ. ear.  These cases have been visited and kept under observation
by the County Health Visitor, and I have visited seversl of them. Fourteen of the
enses have been sent to Sanutoria by the Insurance Committee.  You have not sent
any cases to Sanatoria during the year, Three cases have been sent to the Umion
Workhouse Infirmary, one removed, one dicd, and one still ander treatment, The II:il_JHl
eleansing and disinfection of houses, where deaths  have  ocenrred. have been  earried
out. Eleven deaths have been vegistered during the vear as due to Pulmonary Tuber-
eulosis, and three to other tubercular disenses.”

535, Relerring to the Isolation Hospital, Dr, Browxe reports :—** One hundred and seven-
teen paticnts were admitted to the Hertford Memorial Sanatorium during the year, fifty-
nine being eases of searlet fever, and Afty-cight of diphtheria.  Fifty-seven of these
eases were from the Aleester Rural District, twentyesix being scarlet fever and thirty-one
diphtheria.  Sixty were from the Feckenham Rural Distriet, thirly-three searlet fever
and twentv-seven diphtheria. There were five deaths from diphtheria.  During the
summer the hospital was filled with cases of searlet fever and diphtheria, and the accom-
modation available was insufficient, so that cases of diphtheria which it would have been
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The 2 Polesworth eases arose in Dordon—2 young children 5 and 4 years old, both in
the same family. The premises were inspected, several minor defects remedied, but
I did not discover any insanitary conditions sufficient to account for the disease. No
other cases oceurrcd in the same area, No bacteriological cxaminations were made of
the blood, and as the children were delicate and suseeptible, ibly there were other
eauses operating,  One enterie case in an Atherstone “yard™ mtu n eritical examina-
tion of the premises, which were found defective.  They have sinee been disinhabited,
and converled into o wash-house.  The second Atherstone case was doubtful and did not
respond to the Widal's test,  The elinieal symptoms were sufficiently suspicious to
warrant a thoroush investization which was made.  Premises were satisfactory ; drains
were opened oub and tested.  Every precaution was taken, as to the disinfection of
premiscs, bedding, and exercta.  No further development has followed, so T am hoping
that as the patient made a prompt and complete recovery, the case may be classed as
doubtful,™

Referring to Secarlet Fever, Ik, Henring says :—** This has been our * Seourge * for
the last 183 months.,  Despite all our efforts the fever beeame epidemic and has continued
so, no fewer than 189 having been reported during the vear.  From the preceding table
it will b seen that the discase was most virulent in Ansley and Hartshill, 115 of the
180 cases having oecurred in those pﬁl'isllm. Last vear the bulk of the eases arose in
Polesworth, which this vear only furnished 15 eases.  We may therefore reasonably
expect @ respite during the current vear, for at one time or another almost every populous
area in yvour district has suflered in turn.’

Dealing with the question of Diphtheria, De. Hernixa reports :—** This serious disease
has been o good deal in evidence lately. Ansley furnished T cases ; Hartshill 8, and
Polesworth 7. OF the total 25 eases, 13 were reported in the last 3 months of the year
when the rainfall was exeessive (9-67 inches) and evervwhere scemed sasturated.  In
expericnee dampness especinlly in the walls of dwelling houses is a more fruitful source
of diphtheria than drainage defects or general Inck of cleanliness,  In all the cases
[ enguired into, dampness of house walls was present, and althe” in some instances there
were defects in drainage and water !mppl:u.r I am convineed that the dampness of the
sleeping rooms was the chief canse of the outbreak.  In accordanee with the instructions
of your Council, I supphed, on request, Anti. Diph. Serum to the medical men in attend-
ance on the cases. No Diphtheria patient has been removed to Hospital as the type of
the disease was not severe. Only in 2 cases did palatal paralysis supervene.™

With relerence to Tuberculosis, he says :—* This insidious baffling disease still elaims
too many vietims,  The death list shew 19 deaths from Pulmonary Phthisis or Consum
tion, and 5 from Tuberculosis of Brain membranes, glnmls, bones and joints, Tﬂ;
ernsade amainst this terrible disesse is only in its infaney, and for the last 8 years, has
under the National Insurance Act been more oF less experimental. The expericnes
muined is however being absorbed and as a result Warwickshire is preparing for the cam-
paign by appointing a Tuberenlosis Medical Officer, who will very shortly establish a
special Dispensary im all the populous centres in the County. He is, I know, i
to obtain suitable premises in Atherstone.  The machinery for dealing with Phthi
will: soon be elficient and valuable, but as it is most important that treatment should
be commenced at the earliest possible moment, it is imperative that the reguirements
of the * Tubereulosis Notification Act, 1913, should be 1'.nnt'fu“i\* and loyally earried out.
This, I am sorrv Lo say, is not done in vour distriet. Of the 10 deaths certificd as
being duce Lo * Consumption ' only 10 had been notifled as Tubepeulosis during life, It is
essentially a lingering disease, and it therefore seems hardly eredible that in these 9
cases, the nature of the illness had not heen ascertamed during the carly stages, The
omisston o notify means that the Sanitary Officers had no knowledge of the cases, there-
fore no supervision was exercised to prevent the spread of the disease —disinfectants
were not supplied. no disinfection of bedding or clothing, in short, no help given towards
stamping out the disease, The County Health Visitors are always ready and willi
to give adviee and assistance when visiting, but if the cases are not notified they
course don’t know of their existenee. It is exactly the same eriticism as I offered when
speaking of the neglect of the Birth Notifications and I would suggest that lm:iiqr and
negleet in these tubereulosis notifications should be noticed and firmly dealt with.”

* The arrangements for Domiciliary Treztment of Phthisical patients arve still in loree
and are of greal serviee to several patients who have been discharged from Sanatoria.
The grant of Medical attendances, where necessary, to er with milk, bovril, special
medicines and any hygienie appliannees, greatly help the suffering patient, but these
privileges, cxecllent as they are, do not eompensate for the loss of the abundant fresh air
and the hygicnic surroundings which are so conspicuous in Sanatorium life.  The sleeping
shelters which the Council purchased are not much in demand, mot that they are not
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pletion of the Warton Scheme, It is of course eompetent for your Council o terminate
the Nuneaton contract and supply the Warton water if time and experience should
show that it would be better to do so.”

568.  Dr. Hermive, referring to Sanitary Inspection, says that Mr. Beck’s Annual Report,
which accompanics his own, is as usual, a record of a year's useful work.

569,  HRelerring Lo the Sewage Disposal, he says :(—

* Arnenstoxe.—Frem Dr, Hamilton Wood's report to the County Council there
seéems to be a necessity for the inerease of filtering area,  The filters have been enlarged
from time to time and will no doubt be extended again at the diseretion of your Surveyor.

* Hamrsmini.—The Sewage from this parish is treated by Nunenton Cor inn
the quantity delivered being nscertained by a system of Meters in Adder’s Lane, Hartshill.
The arrangements seem to work satisfactorily.

* Grexpox Commox.—The proposed new Sewer to which 1 alluded in my Report for
1018, is as vet non-existent, but the question of Sewnge disposal for Baddesley is at
present under discussion., and as Grendon Common is ndjacent to Baddesley, possibly
the 2 schemes may blend, and be earried out together.”

570. Dealing with the question of Public Seavenging, he says :—** The work which in former
years was only earried out in Atherstone, Hartshill and Polesworth, has now heen
adopted by the parishes of Ansley and Baddesley, so that the 5 most densely populated
of the 11 parishes wnder the eontrol of vour Couneil are provided with public scavenging,
There is 1 believe some difficully as to the provision of a receptacle or “tip ' for the
rubhish, this can, of course, caly be a temporary difficnlty and in a short time the work
will be in full swing. The Sanitary benefits arising from these arrangements will not
be long in making themselves felt.”

471, Heferring to the Sewage Disposal and Seavenging at Baddesley, he savs :—* In Inst
year's report [ suggested o need For improvement in the Sewage disposal and alse the
desirability of providing Public Seavenging for the Village, [ am happy to say that
both of these important matters have been taken in hand.  Negotiations are in
as to the purchase of the 8 acres of land on which the Scewage is at present dealt with.
When this is acquired more efficient deposit tanks, filters and arrangements for percolation
of the effluent will be provided and the scheme as & whole will doubtless be more efficient
than at present.  The change will however embrace & larger question, viz. : the
ment of the Works by vour Council’s Officials, instead of simply renting the land, and
leaving the treatment of the sewage in the hands of the tenant as at present, Perhaps
it will be better seeing that the matter 15 subjudices to let events develop.  Suffiee it
is to say that Baddesley Sewanpe disposal is being dealt with, and may be expected very
slmrllj." to be placed on n thoroughly satisfactory footing,  The seeond quoslinn,,, that
Seavexcing has been commeneed, the contract waorking out at abaout 1s, Gd, pier
of the population.  Possibly this is rather high, but as it is pointed out in the Inspector’s
repert, this may be due to the work being heavier on account of the accumulations of
refuse which have been left over for the ° Expected ' Contractor.  Even now it will
be necessary Lo exercise care to prevent indiseriminate Lipping of ashes on the Common,
giving rise o gencral untidiness, but the habits of a liletime will not be corrected all
abt onee ; we must trust to gradual improvement resulting from eareful supervision.*

572, With reference to Housing and Town Planning, the Heport says —* In my former
reports, this section has oceupied considerable space, but this vear [ am sorry bo say
there is little to report.  The activity and enthusinsm of 1912 have tliml.ppnﬂrzd and
althe’ we have certainly securved o plot of land 5 acres in extent on which to ercet work-
men's dwellings, there 15 of present no prospect of any honses bheing fortheoming in the
nedr future.  The meed for additional dwellings is as urgent as ever, Private cn 1
is only responsible for plans for 10 houses during 1814, Of these 10, 5 hmm
completed, 4 are in course of erection, and 1 has been abandoned.  The Surveyor has
plans in preparation for 12 eottages of a somewhat similar type to those erected in 1912,
but probably this work, like all similar undertakings involving the borrewing of money
will have to he postponed until the Country is more settled, and the Money Market easier.
So [zr as the inspection of houscs is concerned, our cflorts are not relaxed—15 houses
have been elosed—6 on oreders jssued by the Council on my certifieates, and 9 by private
negotiations between the Sanitary Inspector and the private Owners. Of these 15
houses, 10 have been re-opencd alter extensive repairs, mnuunliugnlmuat to re-construction
none of which work would have been done, without the pressure-lever of the ‘ﬂlukinr
order.”  Sccing that nee howses are not likely to be available for some time it will be
neeessary to be more viligant, as to the maintenance and cleanliness of the existing homes.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Infant Mortality
Popalation. Birth-rits Dienth-rate. fymotio Desth-rate.  per 1,000 Biztha.

20,850 2845 135-26 1-27 114
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BRAILES,

578. Dr. Grorse Fixpray estimates the population at 5968, which shows a continued
decrense,

6574. The Birth-rate was 190 per 1,000, compared with 20-3 during the previous year.

575. Seventy-seven deaths oceurred in persons belonging to the District, which is equal to
an annual death-rate of 128 per 1,000 of the population, a figure just below the average
il:}r the last five years. Sixty per cent. of the deaths occurred in persons over 65 years
of age.

576. Seven deaths occurred in children under a year, giving an Infant Mortality rate of 62
per 1,000 births registered.

5TT. T]l.ﬂaﬂ ﬂEﬂﬂ]_E oecurred fmm Z}':I!‘Il]l!-il’: Diseases, namely, 1 from Whooping Cough, 1
from Diphtheria, and 1 from Erysipelas, giving a Zymotic death-rate of 05 per 1,000,

578. Seven cases of Diphtheria were reported during the year.  In only one case was
the result fatal,

570. Six cases of Erysipelas were notified during the vear,

580. Nineteen cases of Scarlet Fever were notified, compared with 15 in the previous year.
There were four distinet introductions of the infection in the District, and in every instance
the spread of infection was arrested after comparatively few cases had appeared. Four-
teen of the cases were removed to the Isolation Hospital, and all eases reported made

good recovery.,

581. There has been no case of Enteric Fever reported in the District for the last five
YEAars,

582. Whooping Cough was so prevalent at Ilmington that the School had to be elosed.
Only one fatal case was recorded, that in a child three years old.

588. Measles ocenrred in & few of the Parishes, but no fatal case was registered.

584. Two cases of Dphthalmia Neonatorum were notified during the year. Dnr. Fixpray
remarks that both cases were looked after by the Health Visitor, and in both instances
the sight of the infant has been saved.

585, No notifieation of Cerebro-spinal Meningitis has been reecived.

586. Diarrheea and Enteritis have been practically absent from the District during the
vear, and no fatal ease has heen reported.

587. Four notifications of Pulmonary Tubereulosis and 2 of other forms of Tubercular disease
were received.  Two persons have died during the year from Pulmonary Tuberculosis.
With reference to this subject, Dn. Fixpray remorks :—* Probably, in o wide distriet
such as this with very few patients suffering from tubercular disease, domicilinry treat-
ment is better than establishing dispensaries.  There is no provision within the District
ﬁll‘lmr sanatorium treatment of any elass of paticnts suffering from pulmonary tuaber-

osis,"”

588. Six deaths were registered as duc to Cancer, as compared with 7 last year.

589, With reference to the Notification of Births Act, which came into force in this District
on July 21st, 1912, Dr. Fixpray states that over 95 per cent. of the infants born in
the District are breast fed, at least for some time. Continuing, he says:—*1 think
that if some care and advice could be given to expecting mothers some part at least of
the deaths from weakly and prematurcly born children could be avoided, and that it
would be a good thing if the County Couneil could reeognise and assist the dilferent
WVoluntary MNursing Associations which now cover the preater part of the Distriet.  The
Associations would then be in a position to send their nurses to visit mothers who are
making arrangements for attendance during confinements.  These visits during the latter
periods of pregnancy would be useful in watching over the general health of the expecting
mother. At present these nurses rarely see their paticnts until the actual time af eon-
finement when it is too late to try to prevent premature delivery.”
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With refcrence to Water Supply and Drainage, he says :—** The water supply of the
district in gencral is [aidly good, and I have not heard of any places not having a sufficient
supply.  There are eomparatively few large houses in the district, and, from e vations,
I estimate that therc are about 125 water closets and 25 hand-flushed closets. There
are also aboul 260 pail closets ; this number is being gradually increased as old privies
are being re-modelled.  The vast majority are old-fashioned privy vaults, estimated at
about 800, and 100 midden eclosets.  The sewerage systems in the various villages, for
the most part, convey the sewage matter into sewer ditches at some distance from the
villages, or into very small streams, all of which are periodieally eleaned out by the
Council : only at Honington is there sewage outfall works with H’ll:ers."

Referring to the Water Supply of Ilmington, Dr, Frxpray again urges the advisability
of the lower part of the village being put on the high pressure system, similar to the
upper part of the village.

With regard to Sanitary Inspections of the Distriet, Dr. Fruoiay states that he has
made hovuse-to-house inspections at Whateote, Tysoe, and Long Compton.  In connection
with this matter he remarks :—* It will be scen that the great bulk of the nuisances
found are abated after formal notiees, and it is only after these notices have failed to
get the work done that the matters have been brought befere the Council. Four
hundred and fifty-nine informal notices have been served, and it has only been necessary
for the Council to order the issue of ten formal notiees.”

With reference to the sanitary condition of the Elementary Schools, Dr, Fixpray
states that the arrangements for the children washing their hands might be improved
without any very preat expense.

It was necessary to advise the closure of the Schools at the following placcs, in order
to prevent the spread of infection :—

At Long Compton, from Apeil 1st till April 27th, on aecount of measles,

At Honington, from May 1815 Lo June Sred, on account of searlet fever.

At Fillerton from May 27th, for three days, to allow for disinfecting school after
searlet. fever cases,

Ab Hmingten, the C. of K. School, from November Oth, and the R.C. School, from
December 2ned until the cnd of the year, on account of whooping eough,

With reference to the outbreak of Scarlet Fever at Honington and Pillerton, Di.
Fixpiav cxamined all the children of these scheols to sec if he could find any instances
of * pecling * among them.  He further remarks :—* In all instances the closure of the
schools has been approved by the School Medical Officer, and 1 have to acknowledge the
kindness of the teachers and sttendance officers in letting me know so promptly when
children in the various schools showed signs of infections illness, thus miﬁtiﬂg me in the
endeavour to prevent the .‘il!lﬂ"ﬁld of the mfection,'

Twenty-five Dairies and 24 Cowsheds have all been Inspected and arve Inirly well kept,

There are 17 Bakchouses in the District, all of which have been inspected, and in two
instances formal notices were neeessary to have them properly cleansed.  With
to Slaughterhouses, he says :—** There are no bye-laws with reference to s]nught.r:r houses
in force in the district. Four are known to be in repular nse and are periodieally in-
spected,  They have been fairly well kept and it has not been necessary to serve
notices, I think that if the Couneil would adopt some bye-laws requiring these places
to be registered, it would be a great improvement.*™

Under the Housing and Town Planning Act 283 houses were inspected. Two houses
were found unfit for human habitation, but no Closing Orders have been made,

Continuing the Report, he says ;—* The total nuomber of houses which have been exam-
ined and registered up to the end of December is 1,161, and, as we cstimated that there
was something over 1,200 houses in the district which come under the Act, we hope that
by another yvear the register will be practically complete.™

No cases of Over-crowding were found during the yoear, and there appears to be no
immediate demand for more cottages in any part of the District.

All the Waorkshops have been visited, 128 Inspections having been made, and in only
two instances were nobices nNecessary.,

Referring to the Sanitary Administration of the Distriet, and dealing specially with
the Isolation Hospital, the Report states that 20 patients were under treatment during
the vear; 14 from the Brailes District and & from the Shipston-on-Stour District. The
Hospital is capable of receiving only one kind of infectious disease at a time, but in the
?ume field are situated two houses where a case of Smallpox can be isolated at a few
wurs notice.
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@03, No samples of water were sent to the County Analyst durine the VEar,

604, Appended is a Report by Mr., E. 1. Gander, on the work earricd ont in the Sanitary
Inspeetor’s Department.  HReferring to House Inspection he savs :—The chief defects are
want of ventilation in pantries and living rooms, defective thatched roofs, soil abutting
:&ainst walls, and the worn-out condition of some of the old stone-huilt houses, It is

en found that the pantry is in need of limewnshing when the other parts of the house
are in a fairly clean condition.”

e VITAL STATISTICS,
Infant Mortality
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COVENTRY.

605. Dr. lurFe estimates the population at 1,900, an increase of 170 on the previous year
and in doing so, says it is dilficult to estimate the population owing to the fact that many
have volunteered for serviee dming the War,

606. The Birth-rate he shows as 34-73, an increase on the previous year of 880 per 1,000,
607. The Death-rate he estimates to have fallen to 4-21, as against 6.9 per 1,000 in 1013,
608. There was no Infant Mortality during the vear,

609, The only death which cceurred from either of the Zymotic diseases was one from
Scarlet Fever.  This gives a Zymotic death-rate of 0-5 per 1,000,

G610,  Dg. Iuvre says ;—* Searlet Fever has been slightly on the incrense and one death
from such cause has been reported.  The eases have been treated at home; careful
isolation and free distribution of disinfectants hove met with good results,. T have
endeavoured to find the origin of these cases of this Zymotic discase, but I am unable
to do so with any ecertainty. The houses in this part of the distriet which have been
built within the last 10 years, are quite modern, and equipped with every convenience,
I am constrained, therelore, to believe the origin is one a} importation from without.™

f11. There have been 77 houses erected during the vear, the plans of which, Dr, Turre
says, have been passed by the Council.

612, Dg. Tuere savs :—* Waler, Sewage Disposal, Light and Ventilation, are in every way
efficient. The water supply and light is taken from the City of Coventry, and the dis-
posal of house drainage and sewage by the same authority, subject to arrangements by
your Council with the City Authorities. The disposal of the lew middens remaining
is by eart, and is removed to agricultural holdings outside the district.  Water elosets
are used with few exeeptions.  Water supply is good and applisnces satisfactory, There
ig no overcrowding, and there are no Offensive Trades carred on in the Distriet.”

618, Under the Housing and Town Planning Act, 433 houses are reported to have been
Inspected during the year, but none considered to be in a state dangerous or injurious to
health, so as Lo be unfit for habitation.

614. The Report says (—* Orders to abate nuisances, such as the collection of refuse, and
drains in an 'tmlmrl'cct condition, have been dealt with by the Inspector and in every
ease complinnee has been effected without legal proceedings.™

815, The five Factories and Workshops in the District are stated to be emploving about
LU Pq_hulﬂﬁ and Lhe sanit ary arrangements are ﬂt!lt'lt] and effective,

616, Dn. Toorve savs:=—* Mo ease of impurs, unwhaolesome mitk or food, animal or vegetable
has come under my obscrvation.””

817. A report from Mr. E. A, Evans, the Inspector of Nuissnees, says:—" The arrange-
ments made by this Couneil with the Corporation for the removal of house refuse from
the south-cast portion of St. Michael Without proves very setisfactory and you will no
doubt be pleased to know that the resolution of the Council for the removal of house
refuse from the Whitley portion of St. Michael without hoas met with the approval and
sntisfaction of the inhabitants.  The sanitary arrangements at Whitley Abbey, which is
now oceupied by about 100 Belgian Refugees, are satisfactory, and the City water supply
has been connected,”
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685, With reference to this high Infantile Death-rate, Dr. Ortox says :—* There was some
discussion, during the year, for a Clinic for Mothers being established in the town of
Bedworth, where instruction could be siven to expectant mothers as to the avoidance
of wastage in child life from thesc causes. Our Health Visitor has such a very large
area to supervise in this connection that it cannot be expected that all the attention
which is necessary to check the large mortality we suffer year by yenr ean be carried out.”

838. Fouty-one deaths from Zyvmetie Diseases were registered, giving o Zymotic Death-rate
of 1-4.  Searlet Fever aceounted for 2 denths, ]]i];-lltlmrin and Membranous Cioup
for 6, Measles for 6, Whooping Cough for 10 and Epidemic Dinrrhoea for 17.

687. No case of Smallpox was notified during the year,

688. Two hundred and six cases of Scarlet Fever were reported—more than twice the
number of the previous year. One hundred and cighty eases were removed to Exhall
Infectious Hospital, and of the whole total two proved fatal,

636. Six deaths were recorded from Measles, all in childien under five years of age,

640.  Seventeen deaths were registered as occurring from Epidemic Diarrheea and Zymotic
Enteritis. Referring to this Dr. Ortrox savs :—' We again distributed the fly caution
ster, in the hope that precautions might be taken to aveid the collection of manure
ps and vegetable refuse heaps in the proximity of dwellings. We also distributed

a new cireular, copy of which is appended :—

“ FOLESHILL RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL.

NOTICE.

No animal refuse, such as fish heads, ete., is to be deposited at any tips, as such refuse
forms a breeding ground for FLIES, which canuse much illness, especially amongst children.
All such refuse must be burned, and not placed in dust-bins, or offenders will render

themselves liable to prosccution.
J. ORTON, M.D.,
M.O.H.

641. Twenty-five notifications of Diphtherin were received during the year, six of which
proved fatal.  Filteen of these cascs oecurred in Foleshill.

642, No casc of Enteric Fever was notificd during the vear,

648. Thirty-six cases of Pulmonary and other forms of Tuberculosis were notified during
the yvear. Pulmonary Tuberculosis aceounted for 12 deaths, Tuberculous Meningitis for
1, and other Tubercular Diseases for 6.

g44. With reference to Tuberculosis, D, Orrox says :—* The Couneil have now purchased
three shelters for the use of {:u:l'l.m.lrnpti".'f patients, and these have been much appreciated.
All these three shelters have been in constant use most of the year, and also one which
was supplicd by the Insurance Committee,”

#45. Sixteen cases of Ophthalmia Neonatorum were notified during the year,

646, Two cases of Cerebro-spinal Meningitis were reported during the year, both in the
Parish of Bedworth.

847. Cancer aceounted for 28 deaths.
648, Ten deaths oceurred from Whooping Cough, all under five years of age,

6849, With reference to Sewnge Works, Dr. Onrox reports :—

“ BroworTH.—At these works, extensions have been made by the provision of two
srecening chambers and detritus tanks and three sludge lagoons.  An additional acre
of land has been purchased, and the brook course diverted to the boundary of the land.
This will give greater facilities for dealing with the sludge, and improve the tank effluent,
On the irrigation portion of the land, additional beds have been made.  As these works
have only recently been completed, it is intended to ascertain what improvement has been
made in the efMucnt before making any alterations to the bacteria beds.
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684. With refecence to Water Supply, Dr. Woon reports :—* At Arley water mains have
been laid, reservoir and tower constructed.  The Arley Colliery Company are constructing
pumps on the ecompletion of which, Arley will have a sufficient water supply. In the
meantime there is at Hmes a serious Shﬂl‘tﬂg{:. In three cases waker supply has been
condemned.  In the rest of the district the water supply has been satisfactory.,”

685. Forty-nine plans for new houses in Arley and Astley were passed, and 42 houses passed
ns being (it for habitation,

686. Under the Housing Act, 100 houscs have been inspeeted and in no ease was it found
necessary to condemn a house as unfit for habitation. In 36 cases defeets were remedied
without the making of a Closing Order.

H‘F.M']'he Dairics and Cowsheds, and Factorics and Workshops, are reported as being satis-
OrYe
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STRATFORD-ON-AVON,
688, Dn. Twomsox estimates the population at 11,289,

689. The Birth-rate was 18-8 per 1,000,
690. The Death-rate was 127 as compared with 1037 in 1913,

601. The Infant Mortality was 15:6 per 1,000 registered Births, being slightly below the
average for the District.

692.  Thirty-five cases of Scarlet Fever were notified during the year, 31 being sent to Hospital.
Disinfection of premises, bedding, ete., was carrvied out in all cases.

6898. One ease of Diphtherin was notified, and removed to Hospital.

604. Seven cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis were notified, and nine deaths registered during
the vear.

405. O other forms of Tubereulosis, 8 eases were notified,

606. With regard to Sewape and Sewage Disposal, Dr, Tuowmsox draws special notice to
the inadequacy of Sewage Disposal for the wvillage of Claverdon, Referring to this
matter he says :—*“ It is not a matter which can be put right by putting a scttling tank
or dumb well in the course of the ditch, as has been proposed, as this plan leaves the
effluent of such armangement unprovided for. It seems possible to make Claverdon
am:li.tng without a large outlay, il some system of broad irrigation over land eould be
ada?.t , and it i* most unsatisfactory to let matters remain as at present, as the health

of the village docs not appear up to the general standard of the district.”

607. Referring to Water Supply, he says :—°* Periodical analysis of the Public Water Supplies
of the District are made with uniformly satisfactory result.  While I endorse the advised
practice of having bacteriologieal examinations of public water supplies carried on, 1 think

- that in the Stratford-upon-Avon Rural District the more important matter is to safe-
guard in all possible respect the source of the water supply.  In the District, with the
exception of a deep artesian bore-hole at Alveston, all water supplicd by mains is derived
from upland rainfall on non-permeable land and the area from which the water is obtained
is defined and soakage of pollution from dwellings or manure is readily ascertainable,™

808, TUnder the Housing and Town Planning Act, 71 houses have been inspected.  Five
were found unfit for human habitation, but noe Closing Orders were found necessary,
Two houses were closed voluntarily.  In Beaudesert parish 10 houses were Inspected,
in Loxley 41, in Welleshourne Mountford 8, and in Wootten Wawen 14,
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707. Dr. Fausser further says :—* Additional sleeping accommaodation has heen provided
for the nurses, two bedrooms hm.'ing been built on to the administeative bloek. T have
again to draw your attention to the [act that there is no observation ward in which a
doubtful casc of iliness can be isolated and kept under observation, or transferred from
one of the wards in the event of such a complication as o case of whooping eough, measles
or chicken-pox arising. A small structure, nol neeessorily of more ”1:'”' a ff'.l'ﬂlj-lllt'tr -
character, would readily suffice for this requirement.  Small repairs huve been 1I-.}r:::~
to the buildings, and at the top block, where for some time there has been a areat diffi-
culty with the hot-water supply for the baths, the range has been taken out and pe-fised
a new boiler added, and there is now plenty of hot water. A carron stove lias been
placed in one of the wards, and more heat is now obtained at less cost,  The drainsoe
systen continues to work very satisfactorily,™ e

708. Dun. Fausser gives full details as to the water supplies in the various porticns of the
District, and says :—* The report of the Waterworks Manager shows that the totai guantity
of water Pumlmd during the vear 191 b amounted to 221,852,160 gallons, an inercase of
7,672,020 gallons over that pumped during the year 1918 : and that on the 1st January,
1915, the height of the water in the well was 10-ft. 10vins.. which was 6-1t. 2-ins, lower
than on the corresponding day of the previcus year."

708. The analyses of l.ll:"- elllucnt samples which are periodically tuken from the Sewage
Dis Works, eontinuc to show good results,  The tanks and filters are in good work-
ing order and the land is in a good state of cultivation,

710.  As regards new Sewers and Extensions, Dr. Favsser sayvs:—* The Sewer has been
relaid from the top of Gungate to the Workhouse houndary on the Comberford Road
and the better fall gained will relieve the ilooding of the vards of neighbouring Imu.-u-;
in this vicinity during storms,.” )

711.  With referenee to the prevention of floods, he savs:—* A lettor dated May 5th was
reecived from the Warwickshive County Couneil, stating that the Connty Council's Associn-
tion were introducing a Floods Prevention Bill inte Parlinment, and thet they do not
think it desirable for the County Council to institute legislation.  Some of the obstrue-
tions alluded to in my last réport as existing above and below Hopwas Bridge have
been removed by the Lowd of the Manor. No further progress has been made as
regards the taking of any special steps to minimize the damage caused by floods in the

distrirts,”

Tia, Speaking of River Pollution. he says:—* There are still complaints beirg made as to
the polluted condition of the water-in the River Tame. Under certain atmospheric
eonditions odours of an ollensive nature are very noticeable in its immediate neighbou hood,
and there appears to be little if any improvement in its appearance.”

718. He states that in the Warwickshire portion of the Distriet fewer plans have been
passed for new honses and cottages of the artizan class, vie, 89 as against 61 passea
the previons year, He says:—* There & a scarcity of houses of this deceription not
only in the populouws parishes bul in alinost every parish in the District.  In eonscquence
of the advanecd prices of material and the seareity of labour the work in the building
trade fell off very much towards the close of the vear™

714.  In dealing with the question of Housing Aceommedation of the working elasses, he
says —" As already stated the housing accommodation for the working elasses is on the
whole satisfactory so far as bring structurally fit for habitation, many having good
vards and sardens and ample air space, even in the most popnlous parts.  There s,
however, a searcity ol eottoges and a demand for more, especially in the neighbourhood
of the eollicries and brickvards, workmen being ohlized to fravel long distanecs to thei

work."”

=15, I am pleascd to note that under the Housing, Town Planming, cte., Act, 1800, rather
more work was done than in the previons vear, the fimures given heing - —Houses in-
mtaﬂ 113, in fair condition 67, made habitable 36, elosed 5. work im hand 10,

716, As re s Bye-laws, D, Favsser savs " As stated in my lest Annual Report the
intermediate series of Bye-laws with certain modifications was decided upon as being muost
adaptable to the requirements of the district.  Dralt Dyve-laws embodying these sug-
gestions were submitted to the Loeal Government Board and subsequently veturned witls
an intimation, that subject to the further alterations and additions made by the Board,
a series of Bye-laws agreeing with the draft might be submitted for confirmation.”™

717. Eleven eases of Pulmoenary Tuberculosis and fom of other foums of Tuberenlosis were
notificd during the vear; of these three reeeived Institutional treatment.
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728, The Zymotic Death-rate was 0-231 per 1,000,

729, Twenty-three deaths of infants were registered, siving an Infant Mortality rate of 71
per 1,000 births. Premature birth accounted for 10 of these deaths, Scarlet Fever for 15
Whooping Cough 1. Pneumoniz and Bronchitis &,

730.  Dgr. Taxeye, in drawing attention to the Notification of Births Act, under which
276 births have been notified out of 321 registered in the distriet, says:—"The Act
continues to be disregarded to a certain extent, and 1 hope that more attention will in
future be given to its observance without the neeessity of formal steps by the Couneil.”

781l.  With regard to the Water Supply, eight samples of water from Public Supplies were
analysed and found satisfactory,  Of 55 samples of Well Water taken during the vear,
2% were condemned. ) j

782. The ]1!!]11::1'1 l.‘]l.'-'l_l!i at length with sdditions and improvements made to the Water
&JPE‘I}P of Bickenhill, Castle Bromwich, Coundon, Hampton-in-Arden, Lea Marston,
Packington, Shustoke, Fillongley, and Meriden,

7a3. With reference to the Water Supply of Nether Whitiere, Over Whitaere, and Hh'll-‘ill'lkl‘:,
Dr. Taxg¥e reports :—* From a return ealled for by the Council, as to the number and
situation of houses remaining unconnected to and within 2 ressonable distance of a
water main at Nether Whitzere, Over Whitzere and Shustoke, and the reason of such
non-supply, it appeared that in October there were 18 private supplics serving 28 houses,
of which 6 had been condemned by the analysts, 6 had been passed, and from 6 no
samples had been taken.  Sinee that date, however, mote connections have been made.
So far the number of connections to mains made by owners in place of polluted well
supplies has been very satisfactory, and the Inspector is to be congratulatoed in this result
of informal negotintions, But firm steps should be taken by the Council whers polluted
water is still being used in spite of the availability of the main.”

T84, As two new wells sunk at Berkswell were Tound on analysis o be contaminated, Dg,
TANGYE accentuates the necessity for a Public Supply at Berkswell,

785. With reference to Drainage and Sewerage, Dr, Taxove says :—* The Sanitary Com-
mittee have continued to devote much attention to the various problems of sewage disposal
in the Distriel, and a number of new sehemes have been deawn up by the Survevor with
the assistance of Mr. E. P, Cuarrall. At the close of the vear none of these Tsr_-hr_-mcg
had reached the state of Local Government Board Inguiry, and at the present time there
is no chance of loans being granted for these works. At the same time it should be
recognised that the way has been prepared for the economical and efficient solution of
many drainage problems as soon as opportunity offers,

“ BErgswELL.—The area around the Post Office and Schoals to which altention was
specially called by the County Medical Officer of Health, should be surveved with a view
to _Ifndlng a local outlall, and ridding the roadside ditches of a mass of soapsuds and
sink waste.

* BrcrexmiLL.—Schemes have been prepared to deal with the very unsatisfactory
eonditions in this village. Meanwhile the sewage still overflows on to the highway.

* Coresmpi.—Negotintions still in progress for an ontfall site for scheme for Northerrn
bl

" Couvnpox.—No sewers.  Sewage gebs into rondside diteh.

“ Fruroxerey.—The usual applieation to the Loeal Government Board for sanction
hazs been made, and at the time of writing thiv report the Loeal Inguiny has been held.

¥ Hasprox-iN-Arpex.—That seetion comprising the M.R. Station arca was recom-
mended for immediate attention. Land for a temporary outfall and casements are now
being negotiated.  With regard to the Lug Trout Lane area, a joint meeting of the
rep.esentatives of the Councils of Meriden and Solihull met on the spot and adjourned
f.fht rnn‘.!lzjtinr for the Officers to meet and sugrest a basis of agreement for a joint scheme
i sible.

Fﬂﬂhhm:n.-—Thuru are no propen sewers in the village.

“ SpeLoox.—Thete are no proper sewers in this village.

“Over Wintacre.—Here again a survey should be made with a view to extending
the outfall to a point more remote from dwellings.”

786. With reference to the flushing of Seweis, Dr. Taweye remarks :—* The policy of
extending the water mains and the insertion of hydrants as in the old Castle Bromwich
District, so that with a length of hose every sewer can be flushed direetly from the water
main, is not only economical, but efficient, and that policy might with advantage be
extended to other parishes.”
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TaT. De. Taxcye urges that schemes should be completed for Biekenhill, Marston Green,
0Old Station Rond, Hampton, and the northern half of Coleshill,

THH. With regard to Closet Aceommodation, in 51 instances have privies been converted
to the water carriage system.

730,  With reference to schemes for Seavenging of Hampton-in-Arden and Allesley, the
Surveyor has recently been instructed to consider the matter and present a Report.

T40, Attention 15 drawn to mnil.'lry immprovements in the Elementary Schools at Coleshill,
Fastern Groen, Hun'np-l-:-‘rbil:l-.-‘l.nit'ﬂ and Shustoke,

741. A Report is also included of suggested improvements in the lighting, heating, and
sanitary convenicnees of Herkswell School.

742,  With reference to Slaughterhouses, Din. Taxcye remarks :(—** The adoption of urban
powers for slaughterhouses in the Meriden portion of the present enlarged District is
urgently needed, as at present we have little control over !_L(*s-e premises.”

T4, Under the Housing Act, 246 houses have been Inspected, 11 were found unfit for
habitation, snd 68 of these were remedied on Informal Notices,  No Closing Orders were
madde, and 208 houses were repaired during the vear,

With further refercnee to Housing, De. Taxoyve savs :—* It will be secen that the
Inspector has seeured o large amount of housing improvements, and the inspection of the
District is proceeding as rapidly as can be expected from the staff available. In this
connection it should be pointed out that the old Castle Bromwich District before its
ineorporation with Meriden in 1912 had been completely inspected.  This inspection
eommeneed in 1906, and the reeords, although not quite on the lines of that required
the Regulations of 1910, arc carcfully preserved and are very comprehensive in character,™

744, Plans for 18 new cottages have been passed, as compared with 13 in 1918, and 29 new
houses and cottages eame into habitation during the year.

T45.  With reference to the work ecarried out by Mr. Negus as Sanitary Inspector, De.
Taneyr says:—“ It is a pleasure to record that all the large amount of sanitary work
required by Mre. Negus as Inspector from owners has been earried out merely on informal
notice.  In no instanee was a statutory notiee necessary,”

Ta6.  Sixty-two cases of Scarlet Fever, 18 of Diphtheria, and 2 of Enterie Fever were removed
to the Solihull and Meriden Joint Isolation Hospital at Catherine-de-Barnes during the
year.

747.  The Smallpox Hospital at Sheldon is kept in constant readiness for the admission of
Smallpox patients, but no case was admitted during the yvear.

TAR. With reference to the adoption of Urban powers in the Old Meriden and Castle Brom-
wich Districts, which were combined in April, 1912, Dr. Taxeye remarks :—“ It is a
matter of regret that in the three years which have elapsed since that date no formal
steps have been taken to render uniform the vwrban poweis and bye-laws in the two
warts of the present District.  Those powirs in foree in the old Meriden part of the

istrict are far behind the most conservative District T am elsewheie conneeted with,
and they urgently require re-modelling.™

749, One hundred and fourteen cases of Infectious Disease were notified during the year,
compared with 98 in 1913,

T50. Elijﬁhtenn eases of Diphtheria were notified, the majority of which oecurred in groups
in single houscholds at Fillongley, Lea Marston, and Sheldon, and in October 6 cases
were notified among children attending the Balsall Street Council School in the Solibull
District. No deaths resulted from this disease during the year.

751.  Seventy-one cases of Scarlet Fever were notified during the year, and the Report deals
with an outbreak of the disease which occurred in connection -with o dairy farm at
Packington.  Although full enquiries, and a systematie examination of the cows were
made, no delinite elue was obtained as to the cause of the outhreak. Releming to this
ovtbreak, D, Taxaye remarks : —* The lesson to be learned from this outbreak is that
too much eare cannot be given to the strict isolation of such infectious cases as may oceur
on dairy farms, and to the watching of all who come into contact with the milk lest
it should become infected by early or * missed * cases.™

752. Cases of Scarlet Fever also occurred in Nether Whitacre and Fillongley.
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758, Two cases of Enteric Fever ocourred during the vear, one at Castle Bromwich and
one at Water Orton, both being possibly infected outside the District.

754. Two eases of Puerperal Fever were notified during the year.

755. Omne case of Ophthalmia Neonatorum was notilied, and reported to the County Health
Visitor,

756, Seventy-four bacteriological examinations were made al the Birmingham University,
67 for Diphtheria, 2 for Enteric Fever, and 5 for Phthisis,

'I".'.‘IIT.D The following Elementary Schools were elosed during the vear on aceount of Infeetions
iscase =—

Coleshill R.C., epidemic pneumonia, June 15th to 20th.

Eastern Green CE., whooping cough, June 24th to Suommer Holidavs,

Marston Green, measles, Aug, 31st to Sept. Tth,

Nether Whitacre, searlet fever (disinfection), Oct. 81st to Nov. Zml.

Nether Whitacre, scarlet fever, Dee, 17th to Xmos Holidays,

T38. Fifty-five cases of Tuberculosis were notificd during the year, 40 being of Phthisis and
15 of other tubereulous disease.  No less than 8 of these eases were certilied from the
Roman Catholic Homes at Coleshill, at which poor children sre gatherved from various
towns, One was from the Shustoke Industrial School, 2 from the Marston Green Homes,
and 2 from among Beloian Refugees. Excluding these 13 eases a total of 42 is left,
which compares satisfactorily with the incidence of the disease in other Rural Districts.

758. Nincteen deaths were registered as due to Tuberculesis, 11 were of Phthisis, and 8 of
other tuberculous discase,

T60. It is reported that after deaths from Phthisis and after removal of Phthisienl paticnts
when the cireumstances require it, disinfection is earricd oat by the Inspector, and the
bedding removed to the Isolation Hospital, or to a disinfecting station for disinfection,

T81. With relerence to the visits paid by the County Health Vicitor to Tuberculous patients,
Dr. Taxeye says :—* By an arrangement with the County Medical Officer of Health
I have supplicd him every week with lists of new eases of tuberculosis notified, and the
County Health Visitor has visited and given advice where such appeared necessary.
Through this arrangement I have from time to time received valuable information as to
defective conditions discovered in the patients’ homes, and steps have been taken to
remedy these,”

762. Appended is a detailed report by Mr. T. T Negus, Surveyor and Sanitary Inspector,
on the work earricd ont in his Department,

Yiran StarmisTios.
Infant Morkality

FPopulation. Rirth-rate. Death rate. Eymotio Death-rate.  per 1,000 Birtha.
15,720 206 183-5 051 71
RUGEY,

763. D, Taxeyve estimates the population at the middle of 1914 to be 15,050,
784, The Birth-rate was 240 as compared with 28-2 in the previous yvear,

F65. Tho Death-rate was 114,
TH6

. Thirty-five deaths of Infants were registered, giving an Infant Mortality Rate of 78
per 1,000 Births. This is considerably lower than in the previous year. Infantile
Diarrhen was responsible for 5 deaths, Pneumonia and Bronchitis for 7, and eongenital
causes for 158,

767. Referring to the Notification of Births Act, Dr. Taxeve says :—* Under the Notifica-
tion of Births Act, 890 births have been notified by doctor, nurse, or relative, out of the
448 which were registered in the District during the year.  The Aet is thus not very
well abserved in this District as compared with others.”

768. The Zymotic Death-rate was 0-83,
769.  With regard to Water Supply, an analysis of Water Supplies from wells at Elementary

Sehools has been made during the past vear. Referring to this Dr. TaxeYEe says ;—
“ From the list of school water supplies it will be seen that a large proportion of children
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of the District have daily aceess to polluted waler at school, and it is a matter of grave
concern that such should be the fact. A great deal of work has been undertaken to
remedy the condition of these wells, but it is notorious that a well onee thoronghly polluted
can rarely be properly purified.  With regard to the schools which have no water supply
on the premises it is difficult to see how the elements of hygiene can be observed under
such eonditions.”

A scheme for Sewage Disposal has been promoted for Clifton, Newbold, and Dunchurch.
Relerving to this Dr. Taxeve says :—* The necessity has been urged in my last Annual
teport for the proper disposal of Clifton sewage in order to saleguard the River Avon,
which immediately below is the source of water supply to so large a population. Tem-
porary steps have been taken to prevent any sewage reaching the river from this village
—but & permanent scheme is necessary.

* The problem of Newbold Village has again reached a quiescent stage.  Whilst it
is difficult to insist on loeal expenditure at the present time, it is only too obvious that
the village is sulfering for want of & proper sewerage system, and the oecurrence of eleven
cases of typhoid fever lust sutumn was, as I have pointed out to the Couneil, a definite
indication of the need of more sanitary conditions in the wvillage such as can only be
oblained by a proper sewernge system.

“The ditech which receives the sewage of the Daventry Road end of Dunchurch has
given rise, not withont reason, to complaints during the sumamer.  This diteh is gradually
receiving more and more sewage, and is undonbtedly a serious nuisance which ean only
be abated by a proper disposal scheme,

* Similar conditions exist at Hill, in the Parish of Leamington Hastings. A diteh,
running alongside a frequented I'untpnt'h, and & stagnant roadside ]mu], orm  the n:m]y'
means of disposal for the hamiet.

“ Much work nceds to be done to bring up mony of the villages of the District to
a reasonable standand in respeet to sewerage.”

Scavenging Arrangements.—Where these have been provided for they have worked
satislactorily, although complaints have been received of the smell oceasioned by the work.
Referring to this, the Report states = The present arrangements appear to me to be
eapable of improvement in two ways.  As regands the method, a covered tumbler cart
might well be used for all offensive matter, and as regards the time the work would be
better performed at night.  There is no difficulty in other parts of the County in gettin
the work done during the hours of darkness, and it would be a great advantage if this
eould be arrenged in the Rughy Rural District,™

With regard to Sanitary []\:;ln-[-tin-n:-‘: of the District, 1,071 Imqm-ticms and Obzervations
have been made, 28 Statutory Notices and 5098 Informal Notiees have been served, and
671 mmisances abated after Notiee. J

Fourteen :-|:|_|'|'|]:||:"ai of food were taken for :'i.TlEL!:.‘HiS I.'I-"!u‘ the Sﬂﬂitﬂr}’ Iﬂﬁpﬂtﬂ!‘, and
ong seizgure of unwholesome food was made.

Under the Honsing Act, 147 houses have been Inspected.  Only one house was found

unfit for habitation, and one Closing Order was made. In 125 houses defecets were
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=3
=]

TV,

remedicd without the making of Closing Orders. Four houses were voluntarily elosed
three at Brandon and one at Sawbridge.

Sixteen cases of Overcrowding were reported during the year, and i only six of these
cases has the nuisance been abated, Hrfrrrirng to this matter, Dir. Taxaye HEYE e
*This is a striking demonstration of the need for housing in the District. The l'-'::ﬂ'llll'l.ml
has recosnised this necessity, and the Tlonsing Committee has entered into negotiations
for land in varions '|:.;'|ri_:».|11-" in order to erect houses, but so far no fm:mal ?tf‘pl’i have
been commenced to supply the requisite houses.  The list of houses given in my last
Annual Report as necessary as a commencement has been practieally adopted and plans
prepared, but one of the causes [or TE(‘-[?.}'I has li'““" the _-,_:ren.t difficulty in SCCUTINE i
proper water supply for the proposed buildings, without which the land would be practically

useless.”

With regard to Isolation accommodation, 119 patients were removed to the Harborough
Magna [solation Hospital during the year.

With regard to disinfection, sriangements have been made for the use of the Disinfector
provided by the Urban District Couneil.

Two hundred and two eases of Infeetious Disease—exelusive of Phthisis—were notified
during the year, compared with 149 in the previous year.
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778. Two outbreaks of Diphtheria oceurred during the yvear, 87 cascs being notified ; 51
of these cases were sent to the Isolation Hospital. The outbreaks oceurred at Ryton-
on-Dunsmore and at Hillmortom. D, Taxeve reported to his Council on March 2nd
and October 12th.

780. With reference to these outhreaks, he says :—* It is remarkable that during the past
two years the District has experienced four serious outbreaks of diphtheria in villages
which have long been comparatively free from this discase, namely, Marton, Dunchurch,
Ryton, and Hillmorton. any eauses have been suggested loeally for these outbreaks,
and some may have had a bearing on the spread of the disease,  From investigations
it has apreul'd to me, however, that the main eause has been the introduction from
outside of infection into village communities of school-children whoe have been p-uf!ulim]y
sugceptible to diphtheria, and who ace not, like town children, always more or 1wess exposed
to the infection and thus able to acquire some amount of protection by immunity.  Five
of the total number of 67 cases notified proved fatal, giving a Tairly low mortality rate.”

781. One hundred and nine cases of Searlet Fever were notified during the vear. A
recrudescence of the previous year's outbreak ocenrred at Long Lawford during the year
which necesritated the closing of the school for & week in May, il after disinfeetion was
carried out.

782, Eleven notifications of Enteric Fever were received during the vear—seven of these
in one family—% of which oceurred at Newbold-on-Avon. With reference to this
outbreak, Dr. Taxeyve says:—"On carcful investigation of the illnesses in the lasts
mentioned lamily it appearcd that two other ehildren, one of whom died and the other
recovered, weie in all probability the first eases of typhoid in the village to which the
rest might be traced cither by house or school infeetion by contact. These two cases,
however, were not reo ised at the time, and no precautions were taken to prevent in-
fection of others.  Children from this family were actually attending school in the
disrtheaeal stage of the disease, and the dry dispesal methed used in the scheol out-offices,
although well attended to, was obviously o probable method of spread of infection.
1 therefore d ed from the usual rule and exeluded all members of this family from
gehool until all those affected had quite recovercd, or had been removed to hospital.
“ Tt is fortunate under the circumstanecs that the village cseaped with so few cases as
it did, for as long as the sewerage and drainage remain such as they are the oecurrence
of typhoid fever must be the subject of anxiety lest an epidemic should ensue.”

788. One case of Puerperal Fever, which terminated fatally, was notified at Harborough
Magna, the Nurse in attendance was not a Registered Midwife.

784, Three cares of Ophthalmia Neonstorum were notified as occurring at New Bilton,

785. Three hundred and sixty-six bactericlogical examinations were made at the Birming-
ham University, 326 being in conneetion with Diphtheria, 8 Enterie Fever, and 32
Phthisis.

786, The following Schools were closed on account of Infections Disease :—
Wew Rilton C.E. Infants®, influenza, Jan. 20th to Feb. 16th.
New Bilton Council Infants’, influenza, Jan. 20th to Feb. 16th.
Ryton C.E. diphtheria, Jan. 26th to Mar. Sth.
Newbold C.E. Infants’, influenza, Feb. 2nd to oth.
Birdingbury C.E., influenza, Feb, 28rd to Ma. 2nd.
Long Lawford Council, searlet fever, May 11th to 18th.
Hillmorton Mixed and Infants, diphtheria, June 22nd to Oct. 16th,

787. Twenty cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis and 4 of other forms of Tubereulous Diseases
were notified, and 13 deaths were egistered as due to Tobereulosis,

788. With reference to the control over Tubereulosis, Dn. Taxevye remarks :—* By an
arrangement with the County Medical Officer of Health I supply him every week with
lists of new ecases of tubereulosis notified, and the County Health Visitor has visited and
given adviee where such appeared neeessary. Through this mrangement from time to
time 1 receive information as to defective conditions discovercd in the patients” homes,
and steps have been taken to remedy these.”

780, Appended is a Report by Mr. Leonard M. Withers, on the work carried out in the
Sanitary Inspector’s Department.

VITar STaTISTICS.
Infant Mortality

Fopulntion, Birth-rate. Death-rate.  Hymotio Death-rate. per 1,000 Birtha.
18,050 249 119 053 78
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Inspector, who has much other work on his hands besides that of house inspection. If
the work is to be accelerated, as mentioned in my last Report, it would be necessary to
appoint an Assistant Inspeetor.  This matter has been diseussed by the Council, hut
nothing has been done in this direction.  Five of the cight honses found unfit for habita-
tion were closed voluntarily,™

805. There is not a great deal of Overcrowding in this Distriet, though the Report states
that at Solilull and Olton, tenants eould be found for a number of new cottages, whilst
at Forshaw Heath the only cottages available for eertain large families, are poor structures
with insufficicnt air space,

806G,  With relercnce to !Iu: Jaoint Tsolation [[m-i}nitul at. Cathernine-de-Barnes, 51 cascs of
Searlet Fever, T of Diphtheria, and 1 of Typhoid Fever, were removed to this institution
during the vear.

8§07, The Small-pox Hospital at Sheldon is kept in a state of readiness, but no ease was
admitted during the year,

BOH, One hundred and thirteen eases of Infections Daease—other than Tubereulosis—were
notified duwing the year, compared with T4 in 19138,

809, Twenty-seven eases of Diphtheria were notilied during the vear,  The outbreaks
oceurrcd in connection with Hockley Heath Couneil School, which was closed from Jan.
2ith to March 4th. Fourteen cases oceurred in this onthreak.  Three cases resulted
fatally,

B810. An outhreak alse oceurred in connection with Balsall Street Council Schoaol, which was
elosed from October 5th to October 28rd.

811. The remaining 13 eases of Diphtheria were seattered in distribution.

812.  Sevenky-six eases of Searlet Fever were notified, and 31 wee removed to Hospital.
The eases ocenrred chiefly in the parishes of Solihull and Knowle,

818. Foshaw Heath School was closed for a week in June, owing to the occurrence of
Searlet Fever, chiclly among children living in the adjoining parish, but attending this
School,

814. Only one case of Enteric Fever was notified during the year.

815. Two enses of Ophthalmin Neonatornm were notificd—one at Hockley Heath and one
at Sheldon,

818. One hundred and seventy-five  bacteriologieal examinations have been made at the
Birmingham University, 155 in connection with Diphtheria, 1 of Enteric Fever, and 16
of Phthisis.,

817. The lollowing is & list of clementary schools in the District elosed during the vear
on account of infectious disease :—

Knowle C.E. Mixed and Infants, infectious colds, Jan, 26th to Feb, 2nd.
Salter Street C.E., infectious eolds, Jan. 28rd to Feb., 16Gth.
Shirley Counel T ts". whin :iﬂg ﬁlllgli. Jan. 26th to Feb. 16th.
]Il::l:'kll,':k‘ Heath Conneil, {li.i'lll;}'lt‘ﬂll, Jan. 26th to Mar. 4th.

Salter Strect C.E., influenza, April 9th to Easter Holidays.

Barston C.E., whooping cough, May 15th to July 6th,

Catherine de Barnes C.E., whooping congh, May 25th to June 20th

Forshaw Heath CE., searlet fever, June Sth to 15th,

Elmdon C.E., mumps, Junc 15th to 20th.

Balzall Strect Council, diphtheria, Oct. 5th to 28rd.

Shirley Council Infants’, measles, Nov. 25th to Xmas Holidays.

818. Twenty-two cases of Pulmonary Tubereulosis, and 5 of other forms of Tuberculosis
were notified during the venr.  This is a marked reduction as compared with 62 in the
previous year.

819. ‘Ten deaths were registered from Phithisis, and 11 from other forms of Tuberculosis.
Referring to Tuberculosis, e, Taxave says :—** After deaths from Phthisis, and after
removals of phthisical patients when the cireumstanees require it, disinfection is earried
out by the Inspector and the bedding, cte., either removed to the Isolation Hospital
for disinfection or burnt.  The latter course was adopted in five cases during the year,
and eompensation given,”
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have been analysed chemieally sinee, and with satisfactory results except in the case of
the supplies of Shuckburgh and Gaydon. In the foomer village the piping, and in the
latter the storage tank, were found at fault.  Steps have been taken to have the Shuck-
burgh piping, which is not under the control of the Council, improved, whilst at Gaydon
the storage tank has been re-constructed.  In the Sanitary Inspector's Report will he
found details of the routine examination of water supplies, and the results of analyses.”

832, As regards Drainage and Scwerage, Dr, Tasove reports :— A lorge number of im-
provements, probably greater than in any single previous vear, have been earried out
under the Inspector’s supervision, and a summary of these is given in his report appended.
The most important of these works were at Southam, where a small bacteriological plant
was constructed to deal with the Banbury Road end sewage, and the main outfall sewer
was opened and cleansed and in part relaid, and a proper manhole constructed.  The
condition of the stream passing through the town should hemceforth mueh improve, as
no unircated sewage now discharees direct into the hrook.”

§38. * In December the outbreak of Diphtheria at Northend led to an investigation of the
eonditions of that village. with the result that the sewcrage was found most defective
A scheme for its improvement has since been prepared, and I hope this will shortly be
undertaken.”

8384. He reports many improvements in Closet Accommodation as having been carried out
during the year, and that three conversions from dry disposal to water mrrinf__p}. have been
made,

885. Referring to Scavenging, Dr. Taxcye says:—* The public scavenging schemes at
Southam, Long Itchington, and Harbury, have worked satisfactorily during the year,
and have very much raised the standard of cleanliness and general sanitary eondition of
those villa at the same time safeguarding the water supply which is obtained from
shallow 1. The question of the seavengzing of the village of Mapton, the desivability
of which was reported by me on December 2ned. 19138, has again been under diseussion
as o result of a communication from the County Cowneil. The Council adjourned the
consideration of the matter, and I ean only record that a scavenging seheme is a sanitary
necessity in this village.”

838. The Elementary Schools have reccived inspections as oceasion arose amd are reported
to be on the whole fairly satisfactory as regards sanitation. Some improvement in
ganitation is stated to have been obtained at Priors Hardwick School. Three Schools
—Long Itchington, Ladbrooke and Northend—were disinlfected by means of spray and
fumigation, after outbreaks of Diphtheria.

887. The Registered Dairy Farms in the District number 41, and the one at Priors Hardwick
mentioned in the last Annual Report has received some attention, the structure of the
worst shed having been improved.,

888. The 24 Bakchouses have been found to be fairly well kept.

8389. As regards Slaughter-houses, D, Taxeve says :—* The Council has obtained urban
powers with reference to the registration and licensing of slaughter-houses.  None of
the Butchers in the District availed themselves of the three months® grace allowed during
which they might have registered their premises,  As a result there are no registered
slanghter-houses in the District, and all the Butchers concerned had to apply for licenees.™

840. Of fourteen applications for the licensing ol Slaughter-liouses, thirteen were granted,
but it was pointed out that nonc of these premises came up to the standard of the
Loeal Government Board.

841. The Report on work done under Housing (Inspection of District) Regulations, 1910,
says :—** Fifty-three of the 168 houses inspected during the vear were repaired satisfactorily,
27 were in progress at the end of the year, 57 had not so far been begun, and 31 did
not requirc any repair.  In addition to the above, h']lrllll'r- were completed during the
year to 71 houses which had been previously inspeeted and were outstanding, so that
altogether 124 houses were satisfactorily repaired during 194, The work outstanding
from previous years' inspections, mentioned in my last Annual Report, has l|l'uu‘ heen
taken well in hand. With the exception of the three houses inspeeted at  Bishops
Itchington in 1911 and never completely repaired, all the arrcars of previous inspections
have now been completed or are being followed up, and T hope that the systematic in-
spection of the village of Bishops Itchington will shortly be begun.  Only one house—
situated at South Parade, Harbury—was found actually unfit for habitation, and this
was voluntarily and informally closed by the owner.”
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WARWICK RURAL DISTRICT.
8680, Dr. Taxeye estimates the population to be 12,700, an increasze of 110 on the previous
year.

8681. The Birth-rate was 16-1 as against 19-5 in 1913.
862, The Death-rate was 590 compared with 96 in the previous year.

#63.  Seventeen deaths of infants under one year of age were registered during the year,
giving the Infant Mortality rate of 83 per 1,000 births, which is above the average of
recent years. In 1903 it was only 03, while in 1012 it was lower still, viz., 50 per
1,044 bivths,

g6k The causes of infant deaths are set forth as follows :—Whooping Cough 1, Convulsions
1, Bronchitis 2, Pocumonia 8, Diarchoea 1, Overlyving 2, Congenital Caunses 6, other canses 1,

865. Under the Notification of Births Act, 162 births have been notifiecd by doctor, nurse,
or relative, out of the 199 which were registered during the year.

866. The Fymotic deaths have numbered 3, namely, one cach from “’hmping {}Jugh.
Diarchies and Diphtherin, giving a Zyvmotic Death-rate of 0-28 per 1,000, as u.guimt
1:11 in 19138.

867. ltelerring to the Water Supply, the Report says :—

* Mo extensions of mains have been made during the year, and the general features
remain the same as in previous years,

* Sixteen cerlificates of occupation under the Public Health (Water) Act have been
granted during the year, as compared with 26 during 1913, All these certificates have
been in respect to water supplies from wells.

“0On March 7th 1 reported as follows with regurd to the Council's responsibility in
econncetion with the public water supplics under their eontrol :—

** At the last mecting of the Council, as a result of a communication from the
County Council, 1 was 1equested to report on the question of analysis of water
supplies in the District.

* There are various public supplics for which the Council is responsible, an
which it would be desirable to have analysed chemically at vearly intervals.  Baeterio-
lagical examination would not, T think, be necessary exeept under speecial cireum-
stanees.

* The public supplics referred to are the following :—

*Two public wells at Lowsonford.

* Two public wolls at Radford Semele.

*The spring at Cubbington,

*The spring at Norton Lindscy,

*The spring at Bubbenhall.

* The Council adopted this recommendation, and divected the Sanitary Inspeetor to
take the samples; 28 a vesnlt the publie wells at Hadford Semele were lound to be
seriously polluted.  Samples taken also from the private wells in this village were also
found to be eontaminated, and on November 14th I reported as follows :—

* As requested by the Council, a nmmber of samples of well water have been
ohtained from various points in Radford village.

* The two public wells and four private wells have been sampled, and with the
donbtful exception of one public well all have been condemned as unfit for domestie
nse. In some cases the pollution is very large.

“There is very little doubt that the subsoil of the village is more or less satur-
ated with sewage matter, and it will be very dilficult to insure a pure supply from
any shallow well in the vieinity.

“ Under the circamstanees T wonld suggest that the Council should eonsider the
possthility of providing a public supply for the village.

* This question has reecived the serions attention of the Couneil, and further samples
have been taken from the village private wells with equally bad resnlts. The Parish
Council has been consulted in the matter, but T would peint oul that the unlk' local
authority with responsibilitics with regard to water sup lies is the District Couneil, and
that hody alone has the power to prepare and carry | ruug]'l a seheme bo supply the
village.™

868. Dealing with the question of Drainage and Sewerage, D, Taxove says —* No new
sewernge works have been undertaken by the Couneil during the year, and although the
sewerage of many of the villages is of a very elementary description, no serious nuisance
or harm to health appears to result. It should, however, be mentioned that the ﬂl!\"ﬂlﬂil—
ment of part of the parish of Radford Semele as a suburb of Leamington will inevitably
lead to sewerage difficnlties.  The present sewers are quite incapable of dealing with the
drainage from villa residences, and the multiplieation of private dumb-wells is, on the
other hand., moslt undesizable.  Plans for no less than cight new villas in this area were



a1

before the Council during the past yvear, but these buildings were not procecded with.
The pollution of Chandler's Brook by sewage from Budbrooke Barracks has continued
to be the subject of inspection by the County Staff.  The new scheme of sewage disposal
undertaken by the War Office is in progress, and should eventually adequately deal with
the sewage of the Barracks.”

869. Under the heading ** Closel Accommodation,” the Report state. :—* The absence of
public water supplies has prevented the adoption of waler carringe exeept in a small
number of larger houses in the District, and in & few new villa residences, especially in
the neighbourhood of Coventry, which drain into dumb-wells,  Henee the Inspector has
no conversions from conservancy to water carriage systems to record, and his attention
in this matter is directed to obtaining improvements in existing dry disposal methods.™

870. With 1eference to Seavenging, Dr. Taxeye says :—* The public scavenging at Cubhb-

m, Barford, Whitnash, and Tile Hill has been on the Whu}l]e satisfactorily carried out.

is now no excuse for insanitary midden closd ts in these arcas, and none but proper

pail closets should be allowed to exist.  As might be txrwtcd, the emptying by contract

of the ¢eenp-o-u].'i at Tile Hill Lane, adjoining the City of Coventry, has proved a heavy

task. Bulding continues in this area, and the time when a sewerage scheme will be

essential is approaching.  Meanwhile the present scavenging svstem is the best available

means to tide over the difficulties arising from indiseriminate erection of honses in an
area without sewer or water mains.”

871. The Elementary Schools of the Distriet have received inspection as occasion aro e,
but there are no structural improvements to record during the yvear.  Whitnash Schools
were disinfected by formalin spray and thoroughly cleansed as o consequence of an out-
brenk of diphtheria in January,

872, There arc 126 Cowsheds and Dairies in the District registered under the Dairies, Cow-
~ sheds and Milkshops Orders,

878. The 16 Bakehouses are reported to be in a fairly elean condition.

874. With reference to Slaughterhouses, the Couneil asked the Local Government Board to
grant Urban powers to the whole District. These powers the Board granted. There
are seven registered Slanghterhouses in the District, and one recently licensed.

875. The Report shows that under the Housing (Inspeetion of District) Regulations, 1910,
150 houses were inspected, and gocs on to say :—" The Inspector, who is the Officer
designated to carry out the Housing Inspection Regulations, reports that thirty-one
houses were completely repaired during the year, and that of those inspected 100 were
found not to require repairs, 12 were in course of repair at the end of the vear, and 7
had not been put in hand wher the vear elosed,  The house at Honiley which was closed
by the Council in 1918, was repaired during the past year, and the Closing Order was
determined. The tenants eontinued in occupation without intermission, so that the
Closing Order in this respect was not carried out, though the desired repairs were more
or less obtained. The proportion of houses reported by the Inspector as not requiring

air was two out of every three inspected. This is higher than in any other Rural
Distriet with which I am acquainted, and it may be noted that in two adjoining districts
not a single house inspected under the Regulations during the yvear was found free from
sanitary defects,  With regard to the demand for cottages in the District it can be
definitely stated that there is not a single habitable cottage unoccupied in the District.
T have found several cottages so old and defective that the question of advising their
closure must be considered if thorough repairs e not fortheoming. Diflicultics in
shortage of eottages have not so far arisen from the closure of existing eoftages, since
only one has been closed by Lhe Council in the District since the Tousing Act of 1909,
nnc{ns stated above, this was not vacated by the tenants, 1If, as may be necessary,
more houses are closed, local shortage from this cause will probably arise, since there is
ne margin of habitable cottages on which to draw.”

878. Five instances of Overcrowding are recorded, and in reference to this matter Dn.
Tanoye remarks :—

“In addition, however, there were two cases ab Bubbenhall and one at Radford,
and more exist in all probability in the District. It is difieult to advanee definite proof
at the present moment as to the need or otherwise of additional housing in any particular
parish.  On this point the Local Government Board require specific information, but
this can only be given in precise terms when the work under the Housing Regulations
iz in a more complete and thorough stage than it is al present.™

877. Sixteen new houses have been completed during the year, and certificates of eecinpation
granted,
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45 DETAILS OF HEALTH VISITORS' WORE.
1 2 2 4 5 0 7 & g 10 1n
I : g " | | | E vl <l
B8 | 5% | 22 | 58 |28 (268 | 25 | 28 |33 | 28 | 32 | ¢
Di=rreeT. 2 | Ex = o | EF - == == = E =
‘agl:a% =% HE|HE 24 ag.ngla; zé,zg k:
b IS N RS (158 el N
[ | | |
Total No. of Visits made. _. % oo LAT6 [ 1,215 2160 {2313 | 2,478 | 1,760 | 2,044 | 1,103 | 1,642 | 1,290 | 2,03 !m‘nl-:
" o tolofants ... oo 446 573 GRS (1,347 | 9200 | 378 | 686 | 301 | 510 | 494 | GBO | 6,961
P 5 1o Midwives .. A5 96 00 | &7 100 | 102 47 il (] 20 G4 [ Fa1
i = toSeh. Childro nnt.homu GO9S | 241 938 | 266 (1,250 | 595 | 956 | 4i3 | 637 | HoY | 796 | 7,350
w  toTuber. cases ] 1821 114 98 | 206 | T4 g8 | 78 3 | 142]| b0 151 | 1,284
Total Number of other Visits ... ..| 100| 140 =261 | 200! 72| 614 | 294 | 268 | 203 | 82| 272 | 2,516
Number of Health Talks given .. 5 ] ! 19 21 1 ¥ 10 a5 32 126
Lectures to Midwives . “ A | ) el L] (R ']
Medien] Inspootions Attonded ... ] O 3 30 a5 og EiT)) (] o9 44| 43 3= b | 462
Infant Welfare Centres Attended it | s i o1 (e i 16| . 16
| |
Infants, 1 | | |
Ko of Visits (Ist ma.t;} .| 210 | 400 | 606 | s01 | 679 | 208 | 439 | 130 | 233 | 284 | 190 | 4,260
No. of re-visits .. o =) 9380 173 | B3| Bds i 23 g0 | 206 | 171 277 | =0 | 499 | 2700
Brenst Fed nnt:lrt.'l;r - 2L J08 | 524 | 621 | B3 216 | 366 94 193 | 232 165 | 3,305
Breast and Artificial ... " 16 i 18 72| 66| 348 1 15 9 g 8 258
Artificial . .. 62| &8 G4 | 168 | 82| 54 | a0 3l a1 41 14 | 607
Mode of Feeding :— | | | |
Boat Boitle o 47 T3 51 (1] B3 50| 43| .19 23 42 19 Bil
Long Tubed Bottle G 9 26| 67| 36 1y 13| 12 9 3| 8| 194
Spoon .. 9 6| &5| 20| 29| 13 - N [l OS> R
Otherwise .. . 6 L 1 - | 4 5 o] I
Comforters not used T8 ) S61| 990 | 276 | 261 | 117 | 2H 7ol 109 148 | 12 1,968
Cot in wse #6 | 139 | 169 | 291 | 252 88 | 225 i3 L] 64 | 83| 15661
| Tmproperly Fed 31| 143 7 24 87 b 13 6 13 i 26 331
| Wasting - 3 2] L B 3 7 -I a | 4 1 [ (]
' Neglected B 3 4 7] 2 4 | o gl 2 ar
Ophr.hlmu Neonatorun 3 ] 14 8 13 3| | = 1 | 1 fi2
| School Children. . | Vit
Number of Visits o] 6990 400 1 938 | 266 |1,250 593 | 836 l 413 | 637 | Ab4 76 | 7,350
Number of Children Examined {3,428 | 912 | 348 [4,161 |2,051 | 1,797 |3,315 | 345, 200 2,236 | 1,897 | 20,580
Heads Uleerated or Verminous | 62 14 40 | D4 33 i 65| 42| 76| 84| 163 500
Neglected ] 2T ! 10| 89 12 Wi 6 3 23 10| 10 154
Clothing Uostibestory. ... .| 6| 17| .. 45| o8 13f si 6] 1] 198
Hmﬂﬁm | E
Dirty Beds . 5| 19| 29| 31 1 T R e ot el B R 1 1
Ty o N 6| 26| 43| 32 15| 79 4| 10| 40 3 9| 266
Dirty Closets ... ... .. ot e 10| 25 B 10 1 3 6 2 1| 15 gl
Stopped-up Drains 4 18 1 9 1 il [ 3 sl |5 50
Windows not made to be Opened .| 2 1| 2| 16| 186 6 2 1 T [P | 52
No Pmuiu, o Unvanhlum:] 10 12 18 22 32 [0 [ o 3| 18 171
Damp Houses = i gl 18] oo 1 9 8| 8 1 3 Tl e 76
ﬂnmmdmg 3 a| a2 | 71 11 3 2 14 1 14 164
F Mivwives.
Number of Inapections ... ... .. 15| 37| 40| 87| 42| 8| 15| 20| 38| 28, 22| 330
mm . =l 13 131 2 28 | 23| 26 9 8 16 16 9 176
Unstisfactory ... ... oo e 3 3 £ . 1 Ll . 4 ! 2 a8
|
EM i e e e S { 16 18 | 22 22| 20 8 8| 18 5| 9 171
Uvestisfactoey ... = <0 oo e T 1 g 10 | g ] 4 a7
Batisfactory ... 14 16 28 23 a2 a0 i 7 15 16 | (] 166
Unsatisfac L) [ 3 1 2| 10 3 1 b g i 82
Cleaunliness of idwife {Sntmfactnry} f [ | | 16 14 21 0 20 & 8 17 15 | b 163
b Cloanliness of House (Satisfactory) .| 14| 16| 26| 23| ea| 27| of 8| 20 | 15| 10| 189
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