[Report 1913] / Medical Officer of Health, Warwickshire County Council.

Contributors

Warwickshire (England). County Council.

Publication/Creation
1913

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/b4eakq47

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode







1 W ¢ |
¥ |
|
' 11
| 1hs1t 1
i [T 1 ot L 2 [ 5 Tl 1
I | f | | | ! '] L3 I 1 at
I | 0T 1 (i | h that
I a9 [] | i
I | ucskes } hECT rl
' 1 n th T T
i } 1 b [ i L
1] R | | r i1 - S OO
] 1 | | [* 1 | ¥ LT | (5 L, W¥ || * LA
i 1 ] 1 AT 1 i gl |
T ’ it A | Fhat dimmin 3 i e 4
: = 1
i 1 & ] 11 11 ' P | ] )
{ ! [OrcE 1) FES | 1 Taais
1 | iy i I T L hi
| 'l [’ 4 ) | L
1 1 | | | LT ¥ | \
| Lkl . th & e ] the
o ¥ : \ ¥ 11
I 1 1 1 1 [
I 1 . 391 1 AL 3 !
] ! ] ] -.: LA
] ] ] FLHE ’ | mbsminnesl | 1 ThI
| ik il 1§ TLERITE [ ! 1 LR TS
| i F (0 105 { 1 b W[ 0
[ 1 1Y I s |
ueel
| |
1 | i | 1 ) 'y
o | ivEn b
| | | L i L
1 ¥ 1 i k i | {=
| \
: ’ Jra! di
] =1 ] 1 [ 1 \ 1 1 16
¥ |
T 1 T b A (Ml 1 I ] (11! 1 Lk
- 1 s | i 3 ! I T . i 'I_




ad

28. - The total number of casges removed to Fogpital was 670, rather less than in the previous
year. 1 noted last year that isolation was much more practised in the Rural than in
the Urban Districts, and the same thing is to be scen again, for whereas the number
of eases in each was practically identi-!-ﬁ, the number izolated was much greater in the
Rural than in the Urban.

24, I think it desirable to eall attention to the work done at Nuneaton in treating patients
at their homes, by what is known as the * Milne " treatment. It is the custom in this
Borough for the cases to be treated at home, that is the majority, to be attended by a
nurse, who reports every morning at the Health Office on the Tgrm of the case, and
in the event of any ease developing complications, Dr. Gravy Marriasn says:—1 at
onee ecommunicate with the Me imq? man: who sent in the notification, and on whom of
course the responsibility of the case rests,” This seems to me, as far as I understand
it, to be an extremely dangerous proceeding. It would appear that the patients, when
notilied by the Medieal attendants, are practically handed over Lo a nurse, who assumes
:‘ill".tpullsihility until she feels that it is necessary to report that further Medieal skill is

esiralile.

25.  The * Milne ™ treatment consists practically in inunction of patients with anti-septie
oil. It has been very earclully examined at some of the Metropolitan Asylums Boards
Hospitals and the opinion fermed appears to be that it has no material value either in
the cure or the prevention of the disease,

26. As far as 1 can understand the procedure at Nuneston, it would appear to be extremely
ohjectionable, as practically the pntient iz left to an ungualified person, namely a nurse,
unless in her ::l]-il:liull it is neeessary to repert to the Health Office that the ease is devel-
oping complications, when the Medieal Practitioner who notified, is appealed to.

27. I must call attention to the fact too, that on this vear’s results the working is not
in itself satisfactory. In the County as a whole, out of 1,214 cases, 25 deaths
giving a mortality of 2 per cent., that is including Nuncaton, but in the Borough of
Nuncaton alone, the mortality is 4 per cent.  Though these are facts 1 do not want too
much to be made of them, becanse the number of cases dealt with is comparatively
small, and one year is a short period, but 1 do think it desirable to call attention to the
fact that 1 consider the Town Council are undertaking a great liability in appointing
and paying a nurse to practically take charge of eases notilied to them by practitioners,
rather than, il they accept responsibility for the case at all, putting them in charge of
a registered Medieal Practitioner.

28.  Dirnrneria.—This disease has shown more prevalence than in the previous vear, 312
cases being notified, namely, 184 in the Urban and 178 in the I Districts, The
deaths registered were 83, namely 18 in the Urban and 20 in the Rural Districts. The
Death-rate from it was 0°10 per cent., while in the previous year it was 0-08 per cent.,
so that both in notifications and deaths, Diphtheria has shown an increase.

29.  Among the Urban Districts Nuneaton was the only one that showed any marked
mortality, 7 deaths cecurring here out of the 12 in the whole of the Distriets, and 84
cases were notified.  The mortality therefore appears to have been high. I note the
remarks of the Medical Officer of Health in my Summary of his Report. He urges the
great importance of utilizing the facilities now offered by the County for the examination
of swabs from throats, and points out that of the 34 cases notified, swabs were taken
in 14 cases, the majority of which he took himself at Schools.

80. Among the Rural Districts Foleshill showed the largest mortality, 8 deaths being
registercd, amd 38 cases nolified. The disease appears to have been especially prevalent
among children of school age in the Parish of Foleshill. School chosure was
to, and scveral cases were removed to the Coventry and Warwickshire Hospital for the
operation of tracheotomy.

8l. I feel it only right again to call attention to the fact that though Diphtheria is a
very fatal discase, its fatality ean be largely reduced by early treatment with anti-toxin,
In many eases it is utterly impossible to definitely state that certain cases are real
Diphtheria, without a bacterial examination. The ({*»unfy Council, as I have said beflore,
afford this free of cost to all practitioners. Antj-buxinismp]ieﬁﬁﬂhrmtnlth=
Sanitary Authorities, and what is uired to further reduce the mortality is a utilization
by Medical Attendants of the facilities within their reach.
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32. Wnaoorise Coven.—This disease was responsible for 34 deaths, compared with 74 and
48 in the two previous years. Of these, 15 gecurred in the Urban and 19 in the [tural
Districts. I have before pointed out in previous reports that Wheoping Cough, though
a very fatal disease of infant life, is one with which very little can be done at the present
time. The majority of deaths occur in infants, or children under two yvears of age, and
can only be prevented by an increased knowledge of hygiene  among the mothers,
Undoubtedly thiz knowledge is spreading, and in the [uture, as a result of our home
vigiting, much better results may be expected.

88. Feves, ixcropmse Typuom avp omner Coxtisven Fevers.—Though there has been
a slight rise in the number of deaths, our figure of 9 is quite satisfactory,  Three
of these deaths oceurred in the Urban and 6 in the Rural Districts.

84, Looking to the notifications we find that T8 eases were reported, an incrense on the
p{evmlt vear, this, however, was largely due to the water-borne outhreak which oceurred
at Kenilworth at the end of the vear, in which 40 cases occurred up to December 81st.
This outbreak is dealt with in the Heport of Ilr. Taxeve, and is given [airly fully in
my Summary, and all T need say here is that it was conclusively proved that the out-
break was due to the accidental pollution of the water supply with matters from the
stream into which some sewage had aceess,

85. I nced only further say about this at the present time, that there has hardly been
a case where an outbreak has been dealt with more vigorously and scientifically than
in this instance, with the result that not only was the cause of it discovered, but that
measures have been taken which should in future prevent not only outbreaks, but by
the information afforded to other Sanitary Authorities permit them also to saleguard the
people under their care.

86. Diarrnoa.—114 deaths were registered, compared with 53 in 1912, ?n.d 214 in 1911.
1 have fraqumﬂgrmntul out that the guestion of Disrrhoea mortality is largely a
elimatic one, an need not do ne more now than state that the pleasant and warm
summer of 1918 pre-disposed to outbreaks of the discase. It is extremely satisfactory
however to feel that the work of our Sanitary Authorities, both in the improvement
of water supplics, drainage and housing conditions, has dene a great deal to minimise
outhreaks this disease, and that cven more has been done, and is being gdm vy
that system of ring hygiene to the home, which in most large towns, and some
Countics, such as ¥ aﬁ-iuksﬂl:im, in giving information to the people that Infantile Diarrheea
is almost entirely in their own hands, and ean be largely prevented by having a regard
to diet on the one hand, and to cleanliness of house, soil and person, on the other.

87. Pormsis avp otier Tusercurar Diseases—One hundred and eighty-three deaths
were registered from Phthisis, and 88 from other forms of Tuberculous Disease. It will
thus be seen that the figures are slightly lower than in the previous vear, although the

tion has i . In other words, I can again report a diminished Death-rate

Phthisis, th last r was, as I showed, the lowest then recorded. The Agures
are s0 interesting that I will again append a table showing the Phthisis Death-rates
fraom the date of the formation of the County Council.

#8. I find that the Phthisis Death-ratez have been as follows :—
1 i .

RE0 : 1-14
1500 1-10
1591 1
1592 1-06
1593 1 -0k
1504 106
15895 3 1-18
1806 094
1897 004
1506 0-897
1890 1-04
Tk 060
1801 0-81
1902 066
194038 081
1904 080
1905 0-T2
1906 080
180T 078
1008 0-83
1605 0T
1910 -8
1911 0-77
‘912 LY " u.m
1918 068



9. It will be remembered that I pointed out last year that the falling off in the Death-

rate 'hmi taken place almost entirely in the last ten years. I wish again to nceentuate
this fact.

40. I dealt in my Report for 1912 with the arrangements which have been made owing

41.

44,

45.

to the Notification of Tuberculosis, for dealing with the cases throughout the County
by my Staff of Health Visitors. The arrangement was continued th:ﬂu%?ut the year
and practically every notificd ease of Tuberculosis was visited by 2 Woman Health Visitor,
who not only obtained information which was extremely useful afterwards for purposes
of treatment, but advised patients and their friends on the best methods of preventing
the spread of the disease to other inmates of the house.

During the year 519 cases of Phthisis were notificd, 229 in the Urban Districts and

200 in the Rural Districts, while in addition, 221 eases of other forms of Tuberculosis
were notified.

During the year much good work was done in bringing to fruition the County Couneil
scheme 1 had previously drawn up for treating Insured and Un-Insured persons found
to be tuberculous in the County, At the time of writing a Joint Committee has been
formed of members of the County and the City of Coventry, and applications for the
post of Tuberculosis Oflicer have been invited,  In 1918 however—exeept for the ex-
tension of home visiting—no further work was done under County Couneil auspices, but
the Insurance Committee of the County, who were good enough to ask me to act as their
Medieal Adviser, dealt in the most liberal spirit with applicants for treatment. They
had available during the greater part of the year a number of beds, approaching 40,
which were generally well filled with Insured persons or dependants, so that not only
were all Insured persons in the County who made :Ell.nlimtiun dealt with, but a large

proportion of others who were dependants on Insu persons also received help and
treatment.

I find that altegether the Health Visitors dealt with 652 cases. They made 580 first
vigitz and 797 other visits. Mo less than 141 persons—Insured and Dependants—were
treated in Sanntoria, while 181 received Domiciliary treatment. The of the
District Councils eo-operated very well indeed with the cfforts of the County Staff, so
much so that the disinfectants were provided at the request of the Health Visitors in
265 cases, and sputum flusks provided in 165 cases, while as the result of representations.
made in 34 eases was the ventilation to houses and rooms improved. In addition te
this, 57 ocutdoor shelters were provided, cither by the Local Authorities or the Insurance
Committec. Of the cases Ilutigtd, 82 were not visited,  OFf these, 19 could not be traced,
21 were in Hospital, Infirmary or Sanatorium, and in the case of all the others, requests.
were made at the time of notification that no visit should be made.

In the Appendix will be found a copy of Reports made by me when the Scheme for
dealing with Tubereulosis as a whole was first considered, and T have good reason to g
that before the next Report on the Health of the County is written, this scheme

be so far in operation as to be of great advantage to all concerned.

In two respects little has been done for dealing with Tuberculosis. I refer to arrange-
ments which might be made for dealing with ill-nourished Tubereulous School Children,
by means of outdoor Schools or otherwise. I am surc that the time is coming when it
will be acknowledged to be an economical procedure to deal with these children as early
as possible, in order that their lives may be made more serviceable to the community
and happicr to themselves, The diffieulties in Counties are immense. In many of our
large Citics Out-Door Schools have been established, and I cannct believe that it is
past the wit of man for arrangements which have been found advantageous under Urban
conditions, to be given to these, who in this respect at least, have the misfortune to
dwell in Rural Districts.

The other point to which | would refer is the suppression of milk markedly Tuber-
culous.  While I believe iL to be a matter of supreme importance that milk should be
made a3 cheap and available to children and infants as possible, vet I think it is equally
impertant that the necessary steps be taken to prevent as far as possible the dissemination
of Tuberculosis in this way. I have before stated that I think definite steps should
be taken to discover, not sporadically but continually. what milk going into the County
or produced in it, is Tuberculous, and the necessary steps should be taken as far as possible
to reduce the quantity and limit the risk of infection. We have }:-mm'sm at the present
time of a Milk and Dairy Bill which will strengthen the powers of the Local Authorities,
and will do something to this end ; but I am not particularly sanguine that much will
be achieved in this way, as in so many other respects in connection with hygiene, I believe
rather in edueating producer and consumer, the one to an appreciation of his duties
to the community, and the other to an understanding of the conditions necessary for
safc-guarding themselves and their families against the disease.



(f
47, Let me in in conclusion, in dealing with this subject, say how strongly I feel that
the true meg(md of getting rid of Consumption as a Nﬂtjiﬂl'lﬂl seourge, is prevention rather
than cure. The comfort and happiness of patients should be ministered to as far as
circumstances it, but at the same time it should not be forgotten that the method

of solving the Tuberculosis problem will be by learning how to prevent rather than how
to cure, and taking advantage to the full of the information as it comes to hand.

48. Caxcepr.—For the first time for some years [ can record a stay in Lhe rising rates
of Cancer and Malignant Disease. The number of deaths registered in 1913 was 321,
eompared with 834 in the previous year. The Death-rate has gone down from 1.08
to 1-02. The Districts wll:icll ghow the greatest number of Cancer deaths are, among
the Urban Districts Leamington and Nuneston, Leamington particularly having a high
rate. In the Rural Districts the highwt Death-rates are observed in Hughy and Strat-
ford-on-Aven. I have before pointed out in eonnection with the high Death-rate from
Cancer in Leamington, that there is a large collection in it of elderly people. Cancer
is a disease as is well known, of later life, and it is obvious therefore that if a District
contains n pIHifuIarl}* large number of aged people, the Death-rate from Cancer must
of necessity be high.

-49.  Much is being done at the present time to elucidate the cause of this terrible discase
and to find a remedy if possible. Up to date one cannot chronicle that much advanee
has been made, though an enormous number of useful facts have been diseovered.  During
the last few days the Report of the Committee dealing with the matter has been issoed,
and it is worthy of record that one of the points laid down by the Commission is that there
is no evidence to prove what is a matter of faith among many people, that Cancer is
associated with certain houses. The careful enquiries made tend to show that there is no
evidence at all confirmi this impression. is alone is an important matter, as it
should remove the mmmﬂfgl;r existing impression that the occupation of a house in which
a person or persons have died from Cancer is liable to lead to the disease in others.

50. Is¥LuENZA.—The number of deaths registered from Influenza was 33, exactly the
same as in the previous year, and practically the same as in 1911.

51. Diseases or tie Bespiratory Oncans.—Under this head 256 deaths are set down
to Pneumnonia, 280 to Bronchilis, and 49 to other diseases of the Respira Orgnns.
The cfr.ﬂler: for Pneumonia is less than that for the previous year, but those for nchitis
and diseases show a slight increase.

INFANT MORTALITY. |

52. Having regard to the weather experienced in 1913, it gives me much pleasure to
Eﬂ: w under the circumstances, must be considered a very satisfactory state of
irs, as the rate of Infant Murl',nlit{ for 1913 was 88 per 1,000 registered births. It
is true that this was a little higher than in the previous year when it was only 79, but
ing, as I have said before, the pleasant and warm summer we experienced,

I consider this rate is quite satisfactory.

58. In the Urban Districts the rate was 88, and in the Rural Districts 80,

54. The highest rate among the Urban Districts was shown in Bulkington where it reached
the figure of 150, the only other figure exceeding 100 being in the Borough of Nuneaton,
where it was 104. The lowest rate in the Urban Districts was found at Stratford-on-
Avon, where it was only 40, while in Kenilworth and Sutton Coldfield it did not exceed

80,

55. In the Rural Districts the highest figure appears in Nuneaton, where it reached the
appalling total for a Rural District of 172. In the Meriden District the figure of 121

1y : : :

req but the only two other figures exceeding 100 were in Coventry, where it
‘:‘; 109, and in Hughby, {M‘ In theT'rlmjuril:y of other Districts the rates were quite
satisf , the lowest being observed in the small district of Farnborough, where it

41, closely followed b iles with a rate of 49,  In Brailes it was very execellent,
;;: year bemlé only 84 FThin is the third year that the Muneaton Rural Distriet has
had the highest rate of Infant Mortality. Though a small Distriet it is largely inhab-
ited by miners, owing to the development of the mining area, and no doubt at the present
time much would result if more time eould be expended in this District in dealing
with the children in their homes, and advising on diet and general treatment.

is wi leasure that I can re a still further advance in the excellent work
e nm;:lua-tnkem w:l.thbfrmth%epl:ount; to deal Withl.mf;hhl: welfare. Last year the total number
of visits paid to infants was 6,605, compared with 3,530 in 1912. The number of first
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visits made to infants was 4,702, compared with $,178, a ﬂmy marked increase and

' indicative of a large amount of extra’ wprk. Of thede 4702 infants visited, 1 find that
at first 3,691 werc breast ‘fed, 429, partly breast fed, and 582 entirely bhottle fed. One
hundred and seventy-three ‘were - discribed -as ' improperly led.” . Ib will be scen that
these figures show that at the first visit, 78 ﬂnt,rg?en! 'babies visited in Warwickshire
were breast fed, and looking ak the pro visited there 'is reason to believe that
this figure gives a fair statement of the, case, LT L :

57. I have also received information as to the type of bottle in use for feeding, and here
again I am. able to report that conditions are, on the whole, satisfactory, and much
better than before what I may term the Health Visitors era. I find. that 526 boat bottles
were used compared with 807 long tube bottles. Within the last week or two of the
time of writing, a circular has been issued by the Hirmini]';nm Health Committee, aski
co-operation of chemists in the supply of suitable boat-shaped bottles for infants,
the suppression as far as possible of the death-dealing long tube variety. It may be
remembered thal some vears ago I obtained the co-operation of Sir Thomas Barclay to
this end, and I have reason to believe that much good has' resulted therefrom. The
Chemists can give material aid in this matter, and I have every hope and confidence
that on further consideratipn they will even take stronger steps to dissuade the purchascer
from, purchasing long tube hottles with all their attendant evils.

58, Referring also to * Comforters,” I regret that I eannot speak more favourably of the

U ume, or pﬂiups I should say the misuse, of that wretehed article known as the * dummy ™
or * comforter.” In 2,214 ecases however, the " dummy " was not used, which T think
marks progress comparcd with the gunn'ra.ll use of it a few years ago.

5. The reeord, too, a8 repards sleeping cots is also satisfactory, no less than 1,186 being
found to be in use, compared with T06 in 1912 and 848 in 1911, though it must be borne
in mind that the number of cases visited was greater. 1 1

LTI In no respect, perhaps, have better results been shown than in the ease of dnt.hlhg.
In only 48 infants were babics described as badly clothed. In 2,646 instances woollen
clothing was in use, and in 1,529 cases both woollen and cotton, thus leaving only 727
cases where ecotton clothing was used entirely.

81. As regards the health of infants, when first visited, out of the 4,702, 4,158 were
deseri 2s in good health, and in only 38 instances were babies found to be wasting,
and in 81 cases neglected.  Last year, though the number of infants was less, the number
of wasting babics found was T4—more than double, ;

62. In 8,873 eases the health of mothers was described s good, and in only 178 as bad.
In 68 instances mothers had been employed in factories before the birth of the child,
and in 24 cases alterwards, while in 86 cases charing was undertaken, but it will be
observed with satisfaction that in the great majority of instances, the mothers of the
Eg:lgtf who were visited were only engaged in domestic work before and after child-

ITLI.

83, In 3,888 cases housing conditions were described as good ; in 861 fair, and in only 351
cases were the homes deseribed as dirty. Probably nothing gives a better idea of the
value of the work of the Health Visitors than the impmvmf‘mmﬁtinn of the houscs,
and I have good reason to believe that in many instances, even when houses have nok
been visited, the view that such a visit may occur ab any time, aets as a stimulus, and
therefore, even by their presence in a distriet, good of a certain kind is effected. Tn
189 cases defects were found of such a kind as to render it desirable for reports to
he made to the Sanitary Authorities. .

64, To give a better insight into the work 1 quote a few instances of Reports made to
me by District Health Visitors.

65, Miss Broww, in the Solihull Thstrict, says :—* 1 am glad to be able to say that the
improvement in the condition of the infunts reported last year, with regard to clothing
and provision of hoat bottles, instead of the insanitary long tube ones, has kept up again
this year. In only one ecase could I say the child was badly clothed, and in 171 out of
215, the babics were elothed extremely well. Out of 75 bottle-fed babies, only 9 long
tube bottles were used, and of these, 4 were discarded after my wvisit, for ti';e hoat-
shaped. Two 1 was unable to re-visit so cannot report upon, leaving only three that I know
were persistently used. Two of these were bwins, and as the mother had six other
clildren under sehool age, and a delieate hushand, T felt that, under the cireumstances,

© one eould not say very much. : :
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’ “I:I':]erkiﬂs aver the y;:.u's infant work I am astonished at the ti'lrc'ly few
cases of deliberate neglect that one finds now-a-days. In my distriet the babies are
treated ‘not wiscly, but too well."  Where errors exist, it is that they are over-fed, over-
wed, over-nursed, and kept too warm. In the majority of cases the parents scem
to have no jdea of the sterner side of parenthood which knows how to say “no ™ and
mean **no,” when the child's future wellare i coneerned, and which is so absolutely
neecssary in the training of a child to form good habits. Rather than let baby ery, a
mother will nurse and rock it until she is tired to death, feed it, stufl a comforter in its
mouth, or indulge it in any possible way that will quicten it for a few minites, Tt is
surprising how early a baby learns to recopnise its mother's weakness in this way, and it
15 a very common thing to find a baby {(who is in a perfectly healthy condition) screaming
g0 that one cannot hear oneself speak, from pure temper. The minute it is picked u
" it begins to chuckle and smile at its achicvement. The most disheartening part of it
is that the mothers are perfectly well aware of the child's nanghtiness, but are &0 proud
of it bheing so * knowing,' they actually encourage it, until the child becomes a regular
nuisance to itsell and everyone else,

‘At is unsatisfactory to know that in many cases where a comforter is not used, the
fact is due to some inborn good sense of the baby, rather than of the mother, and she
will tell me with a most unjust pride that baby docs not have a comforter because * it
won't take to it.” The other side where the mother will not give it is much tes rare,

. * During the winter it is extremely difficult to persuade mothers to get the babies

out mu;u?}. though T think t progress has been made in this direction considering

the Ilﬂj'lldi'-‘t that has had to be overcome about it. A grandmother told me recently

‘.IIn my time you'd have almost been taken up for murder, if you had taken your baby

m':n cold days like these,' and I suppose public opinion in those days would have
' life unbearable [for nnyone who exposed a baby to the open air.

* is & little handicapped in giving adviee on this subject, by having to be cautious,
for cugh on the one ha.nl;,rll, there is shill the mother who eonsiders fresh air an actually
dangerous thing for & baby, on the other, many mothers are extremely injudicious in the
way they let I:ﬁ:: child take its airing, and it is extraoedinary how frequently a mothes
who has kept her baby literally stewing in front of a hot fire all day, will, on the smallest

tion (such as a bind or o neighboir outside) piek it up and take it out into the
street, and keep it out for some time, with no extra covering at all, however cold the
day may be.

“ Between the * too eareful ' and the * too careless® it is not surprising when one
makes a round of infant visits after a sudden onset of cold weather, that one finds almost
every child suffering from Bronehitis in a more or less severe form, and considering the
changeable weather we have, this is a very unsatisfactory state of affairs.”

6. Miss I—inubﬂmx,,_iu the Tamworth and Atherstone District, whose loss to the County
is so much. to be deplored, reports as follows :—* Owing to the fact that during about
eight months of the vear I had the help of Miss Guegx, we were able to get a far larger
number of infants visited than in previous years, in fact, _':llll"lllg the time she was 'WJ-I_]:I
me, practically every infant whose birth was notified to me and whose parents were in
a position to make a visit seem advisable, was looked up within a week or fwo of its birth.
For the same reason we were able to do proportionately more re-visiting, thﬂ“fﬂll_ 1_ still
feel that from the point of view of really influencing the health conditions of individual
infants a great deal of our work is practically thrown away, because it 15 absolutely
impossible, owing to the constant cxtension of our field of work to follow up the advice

iven and influence gained at the first visit by keeping in touch with the mothers, even
those cases where it is most needed.
* The increasing frequency of cases in which one's adviee is sought—one 15 called in
in passing, or a message is received that a visit would be weleomed—is evidence that
e prejudive against our * interference.’ is dying out. In one case that 1 have come across,
mmwnbk spinal trouble in a child of nearly twao, which might have been prevented
had the parents been induced to seel and follow medical adviee earlier, the mother has
several times expressed bitter regret that T had not visited her sooner. The omission
to do so was duc solely to lack of time, : = i Y
. figures of my Tt com ot the whole, favourably with those o e
pm#‘hﬁ?&ﬂlh Aﬂﬂtxm' tmmidaies infants I find a most satisfactory increase in the
use of the boat-sha bottle, and it is gratifying to find that more than half the infants
visited were being brought ap without comforters. el s
“The custom of allowing the infant to slecp in a eot or eradle ot, unfortunately,
seem .{nhbn on the i.w:w:rc;nun,:i-s:.Fl The old prejudice that it is eruel to deprive the infant of
the warmth it can derive from its parents during the night is hard to kill, just mﬁhf
it appeals to the seritiments, though I eame across one pleasing instance of o w?mﬂutht.‘;'
limrz:\g merely read in the local paper an account of a lecture given by m? mhu Fhioe
village, procured a banana erate and made it into a beautiful little cradle for
born.






“Il

T0. Miss Frrzmavrick, who gives her time to the Rughy Urban District reports as follows: —
* Filteen infants were still-born ; seven died within 4 week of birth: oné mother died
of Puerperal Fever ; one infant born with a very unusually deformed palate and mose
has been successfully operated upon in Hospital and is now doing well ; onc infant was
a bad case of Spina Bifida ; and one ease of severe Opthalmia oeetirred which has been
cured in time to save the sight of the child. 44

* The mothers begin to take an intelligent intcrest in infant feeding and rearing,
and the Babics Welcome and School for }[ﬁhnrﬁ now started in my IJi:ﬁict is a ::elagl.
help and has o good educational influence. It is not often that one meets the haby
‘who has all that we eat,’ though one partienlarly nice baby was shown to me, and
who lppamuli'\;cthmﬂ!. upon the very mixed dict; the trouble comes when the baby
succumbs to the first illness and the parcnts are hard to eonvinee that improper feeding
hos often been the esuse of death.”

71. Miss WaeaTLEY, in the Southam and Stratford-on-Avon District, says :—* Most of
the infants visited were breast-fed, and all but a few were in a thriving eondition. [ have
very little trouble in persuading the mothers to- breast-feed them, but in some districts
where milk iz very searce, they ﬂr_llufi'll tell me they would'nt trouble to nurse them if they could
get a regular supply of milk. Very few of the mothers work out, except in the fruit
season, when they usually take the infant with them to be fed. Those who work as
charwomen at farm houses, always take the infant with them, so that breast-feeding is
commoner among the workers than one would imagine.

** One infant artificially fed, was ailing, and the mother complained of the quality
of the milk plicd. I reported this to the Sanitary Inspector, who said a saaple of
it would be {or analysis, ;

. " Two infants with hare lip and eleft palate, and very feeble from birth, have greatl
i the ]I!ﬁﬂ!l'ltﬁ being persunded to take them te Hospital for operation. [ :il:.ill'lr
find too many long tube bottles and comforters in use, and in the ease of the partly
“artificially fed infants, oatmeal, scalded and stroined, is a favourite food.  More cots are
" being used than formerly, and the remarks of the Coroner at a recent inguest in Stratford
are having a good effect,”

72. Miss Amporr, in the Rugby Hural District, among other things, reports to me as
follows :—* The health of mothers and babies I find satisfactory, there is now more of
the open window to be scen. With regard to the cot, it is either ocempied already by
the ex-baby, or there is no space in the small bedrooms for an extea picee of furniture,
One mother of 15 children thought what was good cnough for number one was good
enough for number 15, when asked why she would not use a cot for her haby.  Another
mother who has about 18s. & week to live upon, and who eannot breast-feed her baby,

8/6 a weck on it; the exceplion I am afraid, not the rule, to spend so much
on @ three weeks old baby. I regret there are still & few mothers who eling to long-tubed
bottles ; one mother after repeated visits gave up this bottle, she has o large I'nmil_!_.r, and
iurgeus reason it is all the more creditable to give up what she thought a very convenicnt

“1 find some inlants are taking the * law into their own hands ' and refusing the
comforter | Until this ° Strike ' becomes general the comforter will remain with us.

*“There is o dearth of trained Nurses in some of the smaller villages, with the result
that mother and infant have to suffer for lack of proper attention during the lying-in
iod.  They are dependant upon the more o less ignorant hand y-woman, d.e.. between

/ ﬁ: Doctor's visits.” .

78. Mnus. Gansipg, in the Aleester District, reports :—" The results obtained from the
© wigitation of infants in this District are, on the whole, encouraging. It is only in those
cases where the mothers work in factories that Infants are deliberately deprived of their
natural food. There are, however, many instances, in which no cfforts are made by
the mother to arrange her diet s0 a2 to enable her to continue breast-feeding. One
only oceasionally comes across the long-tubed bottle, the excuse given for its use is,

i that it costs less than the boat-shaped bottle, or that the baby does not r:gu!re
attention when taking it.  An oceasional visit to Local Chemists and Grocers to advise
them to h the of the boat bottle is often fruitful of good results. Over 50 per
cent. of the irfants visited have comforters. Some mothers will discontinue the use

of the Comforter when one has carcfully explained to them the harmful results ‘which
are likely to accrue therefrom. For others who cannot or will not reason one can only
from personal cxperience of such matters, this is often effective, especially with

' :ﬁ:‘: mothers who think we have not practised what we preached. One father with
whom 1 had a discussion on comforters, considered that they could not be so very
injurious, or the sale of them would be prohibited by Act of Parliament. Would that
there was such legislation, not enly to prohibit the sale of comforters, but long-tubed

bottles also !
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* The method of do is becoming much more rational, but some mothers have
still to be reminded that * dumplings mare quickly than ings.!

" The combined duties of Infant Visitor, School Nurse an Inspector of Midwives,
are particularly advantageous in this respect, for through the Midwives one can advise
expectant mothers what garments to prepare, and through the health talks with the
co-operation of the teachers, one can teach the girls how to make suitable garments for
the baby brothers and sisters.”

These extracts from Reports which T have quoted give a very good insight into the
puzzles met, and the work effected in some of the Distriets of the Cuunl{; They are
useful.too, as giving the opinion of some of our most experienced Health Visitors, who
have been some years at the work, and also the impressions formed by new members

of the Staff, who come from somewhat similar dutics cléewlere.

It is agreed by all that the County of Warwick has done much in endeavouring to
solve one of the most pressing hygienie problems of the age, namely, that of dealing with
infant mortality,  Those who have ha long expericnee of the work have assired
themselves that this is almost entirely a question of education. That being so, it may
again be said that it further resolves itself into a question of effort and money. Personally
I desire to cxpress the opinion that great as has been the reduetion in infant mortality
since the era of Domestic Hygiene was innugurated, much further good could be done
almost immediately if the public demanded, as the result of enlightenment on the subject,
that further efforts should Iﬁ- made to deal with this blem. T put it in this way
because I am strongly of opinion that it is extremely diffieult for constituted authority
to advance far ahead of public opinion, and to my mind, the great advance which has
been made of late years, has been owing to the education in hygicne which the public
has reccived, and its demand therefore for the completion of the work, which utam
now has only been partial. It would indeed be surprising, with such a record as I have
given above, if our rate of Infant Mortality did not show a fairly good result.

I do not for one moment suggest that what has been done has been the result only
of our Women Health Workers, Many other factors of eourse are eoncerned, but from
the day when the Council determined to appoint their first Woman Health Visitor, the
work has been increased in snow-ball fashion, and some of the latest results of this have
been the establishment at Rughy and Aleester of Babies Welcomes and Schools for Mothers,
all of which are effective in the crusade for the saving of infant life,

ISOLATION HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATION.

I have for many years dealt with the work done by these Institutions in the County,
and I ean at onee say that, speaking generally, Warwickshire is very well supplicd with
such Institutions.  Arrangements have been made in every District for the utilization
of Smallpox Hospitals, and with the cxception of the small Farnborough Rural Distriet,
everyone has accommodation for Fever, ete. ‘I understand that im rovements have
been effected in the Harborough Magna Hospital, which is used by the Rugby Urban,
Rugby Rural, and Monks Kirby Districts. This Hospital now, I understand, has 16
beds in 4 wards, and the Staff accommodation is being enlarged.

During the year T find that no less than B39 cases were isolated, namely, Diphtheria,
125 ; Erysipelas, 8; Scarlet Fever, 679; Typhoid Fever, 40 ; Pulmonary Tuberculosis,
12,

The value of Infectious Hospitals cannot be overstated if they are used rationally.
It has often been suggested tﬂt these Institutions have failed in their purp
particularly in our large towns where isolation is most complete, there js very Little falli
off in the incidence of certain discases, articularly Searlet Fever. This, in i
does not in any way show Fhat Hospitals are not useful. Tt shows that, firstly, probably
we do not know pll}rtha- factors eoncerned in the spread of disease, and m£ + that in
the L overcrowding has often beéen tolerated in epidemic Hm@s., and much nfl:ﬁngnﬂd

which would have otherwise been cffected has been lost. T have long laid it down that
indiseriminate isolation of every case that ean be compelled to go into Hospital j
mistake. The cxpense caused is unwarranted, and no special good to publie is
clfected. True, the nursing at the Institutions no doubt 1s better, and in instances
the ordinary avecations of nts and others of the famil may be ca?n.ﬁ' on while
:'[__Ilﬁfwi'iinh la.sEF hl:che patient. At the s.u.mi:!:.ime, Ih-'ﬁ]ie\?elﬁa mai 1!' | fect i
ospitals is for the reception of patients who cannot t proper lodging. If infectious
disease oceurs in houses ctti.ngsfgri.r@. i common ﬁﬂﬁ%nﬁ ol J; where
food iz prepared, or clothes or s ilar materials dealt wi it is essential | isolation
should be available, but in these days when it is necessary to consider what resources
are available for dealing with the complex problems of public health, an unduc and
eeessary expenditure in‘any dicection must be yery much deprecated, ©
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94. BRANDON AND "ﬁ'mmn.-_-_-ﬂoﬂl- these villages discharge their cffluent indircetly into
the River, but although there is no modern plant for ing with sewage, under the
existing circumstances 1 do not suggest that any serious pollution is being caused.

95, Kexiwonri.—These works consist of a septic tank and double filter beds. Owing
largely to careful and general excellent n ment, they produced during the vear a
}'EQ’ m effluent, which had no pelluting effect on the Finham Brook which discharges
in VoL

86. Covextey.—The City of Coventry, with its population of nearly 120,000 persons, and
its manufactories, has at the present time a very difficult task to produee an cffluent
fit to be discharged into the stream. The task is difficult chiefly because of the rapid
growth of tion. The Works at Baginton were designed when the population was
El: about half what it is at the present time, and only a comparatively few vears ago.

tensions have taken place and the area of land for treatment has been much increased,
while at t:: prese e:ilt hﬁ a l;:ncbm !;eeu -:m’l.\l.:uil'm:m:i for a bacterial instaliztion based on
carried out by t ity survevor, under my supervision, which promises

when the work is completed, to nmh:ria]]yfimprm'c the !:'.:undmuu of affairs. Owing a:
I have said to the extraordinary increasc of population. the resources of the present
purification plant are taxed to the utmost, and as a result, T have no doubt —particularly
at times—that forces are at work deteriorating the River, particularly that portion of

it by Baginton.

07. In his t to the Warwick Rural District Council, Da. Taneve says the condition
observed m in July, when he made a special inspection of the River, were much
s those deseribed in his last Annual Report, though if anything there was a slight
improvement in the appesranee of the River. ;

8. l.!lll!ﬂ' the present circumstances things must remain munch as they are until the com-
pletion of the bacterial installation now being earried out.

99. Bomoucn or Warwick.—The sewage of Warwick is pumped up from the Pumping
Station on to a large area of land, most of which I have deseri as little suitable for
sewage purification. As a result of many representations made to the Town Couneil,
towards the end of the vear steps were taken to obtain a loan for improving the arrange-
ments. On December 10th a Loeal Government Board Inspector held an Inguiry into
the application of the Town Council for permission to borrow £2,000 for the purposes
of Disposal. 1 called the attention of the Inspector to the fact that the new
E:ro practically did little to meet the complaints which had been made by the County

ouncil as to the bad quality of the efffuent discharged. While I admitted that the
new pumping arrangements would be an improvement on those previously existing, as
‘doing away with certain erude pollution at the Pumping Station, yet 1 was compelled
to point out that the new works touch only to a very small extent the treatment of the
sewage effluent when it reached the land.  On behalf of the Ce tion, it was promised
at the Inguiry that if it were found, after the works were completed, that further treat-
ment was necessary, this should be earried out. It is only fair that [ should state that
better attention has been given to the work, and in December, as the result of an in-
spection and an analysis of the efMuent, I can state that improvement was shown on many
samples taken in the past.

100. Leasmixorosn.—The sewage from this town is pumped up on to an arca of land, and
dealt with by irrigation. Speaking generally, the elfluent produced is satisfactory, though

itz have reached me that nuisance is sometimes observed from certain portions

of land, particularly those in elose proximity to Lhe Heatheote Hospital.  The question

of nuisance to this Institution wrose some years ago, and as a result of conversation it
was promised that the sewage should not be applied to those fields nearest the Hospital.

101. Bupsrookr Bannacks.—Up to the end of the ycur&mctiully nothing had been done
for du.llni by o new scheme with the sewage from these Barracks, War Office,
however, ady expressed their intention of earrving out a scheme in the current year.

am to be able to report that owing to the greater care exercised in the dis-
tribution of the sewage on the land by the farmer tenant, much less pollution of the
brook was noted than in the past,

102. STRATFORD-OX-Avox.—This town has an excellent Scwage Works, and the Manager
here is performing & great work., As a result of his scientific investigations, he has
been ahﬁ to maintain the good quality of the effluent discharged, and at the same time
to obviate to a very large extent, the nuisance resulting from the operations owing to
the nature of the sewage, which is largely brewery waste. 1 have always found the
effluent discharged from these Works to be non-putrifying.
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127. In the Rugby Urban Distriet Seavenging is carcied out at weekly intervals, or in some
cases more [requently, and disinfectants are used during this process in the summer
months.  The refuse conlinucs to be sabisfoctorily disposed of at the Destructor,

128. [In the Borough of Warwick the refuse is removed at weekly intervals and in some
instances more frequently, and during the year improvement has been effected by the
uge of additional team lubour. The greater part of the house reluse is disposed of at
a tip at the Cape, which was il:rrmerlf a brickyard. Dr. Taxove says this is rapidly

ing filled up, and a new tip will have to be acquired. A small quantity of refuse
is also tipped at Myton,

120. In the Hural District of Alcester, scavenging takes place at Alcester, Studley, Bidford,
and IEEII:'_V, and is reported as being done m a satisfactory manner, and arrangements
have been made whereby the removal will be carried out at more frequent intervals,

180. In the Coventry Rural District the Medical Officer of Health states that the disposal
of refuse is by cart, the material being removed to agricultural holdings ocutside the

181. In the Meriden Rural District, Dr. TANGYE reports :—

“In the two first mentioned vi the same contractor whoe has pgiven general
satisfaction has renewed his contract for o further year. Complaints ha‘l.reﬂ::been received
from the Castle Bromwich Parish Couneil as to the untidy condition of the Little Heath
tip. Om special investigation it was found that although the tip had been left in a
satisfactory condition by the men employed in smven.g:il% was almost immediately
disturbed and rendered um by itinerant rag and men.  Nuisance is thus

eaused especinlly during the summer, and the only remedy would appear
to be the provision of an unclimbable fence around the pit.

* At Water Orton the contractor has disposed ol a considerable portion of the material
on private land.

* Scavenging was begun at Coleshill in August, and appears to be much appreciated
by the numerous occupiers of houses with small back-yards and gardens. 5o far the
new ment has handicapped by the necessity for removal of large aceumula-
tions which had been collecting for long periods before the present contract eommenced.
The present scheme provides for the emptying of middens cvery three months, and pan
closets every fortnight, and the removal of house refuse monthly. It appears doubtful
whether these intervals are sufficiently frequent, but the present method has already
resulted in a great improvement in the cleanliness of the town.

“ At Hampton-in-Arden and at Allesley, similar schemes would be a grcut_udvantugp.
since uul.tﬁur& and others have difficulty in these villages in properly disposing of their
refuse. nder such eircumstances it is impossible for the sanitary staff to prevent
undesirable accumulations of offensive refuse near houses.”

1832. 1 would call attention to Dr. Taxove's remarks referring to Coleshill. In this respect
I quite agree with him that the conditions of removal of refuse and midden contents,
are not sufficiently frequent. [ also consider from my knowledge of the two places,
Hampton-in-Arden and Allesley, that it is extremely important that systems of scavenging

should be adopted for these places.

188. In Monks Kirby Dr. O'Coxnox reiterates a former plea for the removal of refuse
and night soil in the larger villages. [ strongly support his remarks.

. regards R Rural Distriet, Dr. Taxeve says :—" Public scavenging of house
e rttua:u is in upu:ﬂ i.:NBW Bilton, and of house im‘u:ie and night scil al Newbold,

Clifton, Hillmorton, and 1 La . The schemes for the last four vi 5 Were
initiated dl,tﬁ‘l‘lgthn:: year, anﬁ the general condition of cleanliness has al much
improved in consequence.

“ As a result of my report on the sanitation of the vi of Dunchurch in connection

i recent outbreak of diphtheris in that village which is quoted later, the Council
m the dgmhi]ity of sﬁunging that village also, and sinee decided upon
i doubt about the advantage of such arrangements, especially in the
more Fhﬁﬁ;l;u;euﬂgedugmaaes. and I hope thg:t the method will extend eventually to
include all such villages within the District.”
is is very Satiuf-cm as regards Dunchurch, and with Dr. Taxeve I sincerely
hupeT]:i:atum extension will take place in other villages as he suggests.
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an Assistant Inspector is provided for this purpose. The Sanitary Inspector already
has his time fully occupicd, and eannot do justice to more than about 250 house inspeetions
per annum, involving, as a large majority do, correspondence as to repairs, meetings
with owners, and frequent re-inspections.  The estimated number of houses in the
District under £16 per annum in rental is 2,728, and the number completely inspected
to the end of 1013, 451.  Under present conditions all such houses will have been coms-
pletely inspected by about the year 1021,

183.  In Southam, 151 houses were inspected, but none were condemned as unfit for habita-

~ tion. 55 of these were at Harbury and 40 at Long Itchington., In 98 eases defects
were remedied.  Dr. Taxoye says :-—'* There still remain 19 houses inspected in 1911
and 1912, which have not been repaired in accordanee with the requirements of the Council,
and it will be necessary for the Council to take steps to secure that their requirements
are more prompily obeved.”

164. As regards the adequaey of housing accommaodation in the District, Dr. TANGYE says :—
* Whilst the need for housing is not so acute as in neighbouring districts, the large cement
works naturally tend to produce a shortage in this direction, which, however, the Com-
panies themselves to a certain extent have cndeavoured to meet.”

165.  Forty-five new houses were erected during the year, and in addition, a barn at Marston
Doles, in the parish of Priors Marston, was converted into a farm house.

166. Dr. Favsser states that a fair amount of work was accomplished during the year
in the Tamworth District ; 85 houses being inspected. Having regard, however, to
the size of the District, T do not think the amount of Housing Inspection can be re-

ed as adequate.  He deseribes the houses for the working classes as, on the whole,

irly satisfactory, the dwellings not being unduly crowded. He also says, however,

that in some of the populous parts of the District, it is next to impossible to obtain o
house, as the demand is so great,

167. In Warwick Hural District, 208 Inspeetions were made, and only one house was found
unfit for habitation, and for this a Closing Order followed in due course.  Inspection
appears to have taken place in 16 of the 30 parishes of the District, the largest number
inspected being  at {Jull:;hingtnu and Offchurch, where the numbers were 89 and 27
respectively. néixty-eight houses were completely repaired during the year. The defects
found were such as have been previously deseribed.

168.  Speaking of the demand for cottages in the District, Dr. Taxeye says :—" No doubt
additional cottages, especially in the neighbourhood of Coventry, would readily let, but
in general it may be said that the demand las not reached an acute stage in any part
-of the District, although a eonsiderable proportion of the population obtain their living
in the towns of Coventry, Leamington and clsewhere, so that the Rura! District actually
houses a number of persons practically belonging to these towns.”

169, Twenty-six new houses were completed during the year.

170.  Dr. Taxcye calls attention to a scheme for incressing the accommodation at Tile
Hill Lane, and states :—** Apart from the unsightly arrangement of this proposed building,
it would have heen most unsuitable for ereetion in a country area where there are neither
water mains or sewers. It is fortunate that the plan was not proceeded with, but this

jeet indicates the great need of a Town Planning Scheme in the part of the District
ﬁ:dm'ng on Coventry. ‘The rural code of building bye-laws of the District cannot
restriet the indiseriminate erection of unsuitable workmen’s dwellings tending to introduce
slum conditions without the advantage of proper water supply and sewage disposal
which help to mitigate the ill effects of town slums.”

171. It will be seen by the record given in the ing paragraphs, that though much
' work is being done in many of the Di:mmu suitable and sanitary accom-

modation is undoubtedly required, and I trust that during the year attention will be given
to the recommendations of the District Medical Officers in this respect.

172. I again would call attention to Article IV. of the Regulations under the Housing
Act, which states :—* The Local Authority shall, as far as may be necessary, take into
consideration at each of their ordinary meetings the records kept in pursuance of Article
I1L. of these Regulations.” In the Borough of Sutton Coldfield this is regularly done
with good results, and I understand the same rule applies in the case of the Rugby
Rural District Couneil. [ think it would be desirable for the County Council to ask for
information as to the procedure adopted in dealing with Reports on Housing defects.
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WATER SUPPLY.

178. I have little further to add this year in the way of gencral remarks on this question.
In my Summaries on the Reports of the District Medical Officers of Health, I give details
generally of the conditions found in ench Distriet. The matcer receives a certain
amount of importance this year owi Kg' to the serious outbreak of Tvphoid Fever which
oecurred at the end of the yvear at Kenilworth, and which I have dealt with fully else-
where, I call attention to it under this head because il accentuates points I have
endeavoured bto make for o long serics of wears, 1 have repeatedl ed attention
to the views of the Local Government Board as to the importance i:-l‘ylmqumt chemieal
and bacterial examinations of Public Supplies, as well as of private wells.  Unhappily
in the past, in many of the smaller Districts, when once a supply of known ity
been provided, it has been taken for granted that the mndltlms under w]:wh it is
supplied must of necessity vemain all nght This year, the object lesson at Kenilworth,
to which I have referred, gives point to my remarks, and in fact my remarks have been
quoted by the Inspector of the Local Government Board in his Report on the outbreak.

174.  The specific poison of diseasc is 50 subtle and so invisible under ordinary conditions,
that contamination from unexpected sources may occur, producing outbreaks of disease
and death, and it is therefore with satisfaction that I can state that of late much more
attention has been given by Urban and Rural District Councils to the importance of
constant inspection and supervision of public as well as private supplies.

175. In Stratford-on-Aven Borough, the Medieal Officer in his Report states that improved
methods of purification are to be adopted, and other methods taiken to remove pmmbll:

pollution from the collecting grounds.

176.  In Southam, Dr. Taxeve relates, as 1 have shown in my summary of his Report, the
action Laken to find a supply for the town itsell and also at Long Itchington, He
also refers to the conditions at Harbury, and coneludes his report with the following
important statement :—** With regard to the various villages which have pubiiec supplies,
I would emphasise the importance of maintaining the greatest cleanliness of collee
areas and reservoirs,  Since the end of the year the Council have authorised the taking
of bacteriological and chemical samples from all public supplies.  If these should indicate
pollution it will probably be due to want of attention to the works rather than to the
contamination of the springs from which the supplies are derived.”

177.  Speaking generally, T ean say that considerable advance has been made in the work
done for maintaining the quality of public and private supplies in the County.

BACTERIAL EXAMINATIONS.

178, The extended scheme by means of which any practitioner in the County can have
examinations of swabs of Diphtheria cases, blﬂng in cases of Typhoid Fever and sputum
in Consumption bas worked excellently during the vear, and has been taken much ad-
;E;lhllgv ﬂlfl. Particularly was this the case in the outbreak of Typhoid Fever at

nilwaorth, :

179,  The figures for Bacterial Examinations made at the Birmingham University
the year 1013, are as follows :—Diphtheria, G40; Diphtheria Contacts, 108; Typ
89 ; Tubercle, 323,

180. It is interesting in conneetion with this, to note the importanee the Central Authorities
attach to the facilities afforded for bacterial examinations as a means of protecting public
healtly, as it has been proposed to give grants to Loeal Authoritics who earry out this
work, in proportion to the tmcifnc}r with which it is performed.

181. T would again urge all District Medical Officers of Health to take a personal interest

in this matter, and by precept and example where necessary, to accentuate the im-

rtance of the information al'l':}rﬂ.ed in certain cases to practitioners in their District,

should also esteem it o favour if in future in their Reports, District Medical Officers

of Health would give a record of the number of eases sent by practitioners from their
Districts.

COWSHEDS, DAIRIES AND MILKSHOPS.

182, 1 am afraid | have very little further to report in the way of advanee in the S.tml:n:ﬁ
conditions of these places. The promised Milk Bill has not vel beeome law, and

we can do al the present time is to endeavour bo show the importance of increased

cleanliness in the production, storage snd transmission for sale of milk.  Hardly a single

person does not know that milk is a very suitable vehicle for the growth of micro organ-
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isms. In investigations on outbreaks of Infectious Disease, one of the first enquiries is
as to the milk supply, yet though this is so, I think 1L may be stated as o fact that o
very insulficient of eare is taken at the present time to prevent the entry of filth
into milk. Being an opaque liguid, sediment is not readily observed unless it be
Enormous in amount., mm exnminations which I have made, I consider there is an
improvement in the way cattle are kept, in the cleanliness of cowsheds, and to some
extent in milking ; but these matters have not progressed very far, and very mueh more
is required before milk, so necessary as a food for infants and invalids, can be supplied
in & reasonably sanitary condition.  Years ago the most important point was considered
to be the prevention of adulteration of Milk., Thanks to the action taken under the
Sale of Food and Drugs Acts, much improvement has been shown in this respect, and
the efforts of those engaged in looking after public health is now more required in the
direction of cleanliness in production and storage, and regard for the health of the cows
and of the milkers.

I have no records that any samples were taken during the year for the purpose of
diseovering whether or not milk supplied to the public contained tuberele baeilli. T have
before pointed out how desirable 1 consider this procedure, in fact, I look upon it as
part and pareel of the great scheme now being launched, for dealing with Tuberculosis
as a local and national scourge.

In connection with the matter of cleanliness, T would suggest the use of 5|'H:£‘.'iﬂt buckets
for milking, as these tend to keep a t:i;c guantity of dust and [ilth from the milk during
the of milking. I am indeb to the Medical Officer of Health for the City
of Birmingham-—Dr. John Robertson—for Emrmissinn to use the two diagrams of buckets,
inexpensive in themselves, and quite effective for the end in view.

e

HEALTH VISITORS.

185. Our cxperience in the last few years of the wark done by Health Visitors has been

satisfac hat tically no cha in our methods occurred during 1913. In
Ee mﬁmt;rj;t:r I.h.ep?tiﬂ hfcl been i:gemed by the upﬁuml;munt of two Probationer
Health Visitors. When vacancies occurred, experience showed that this arrangement,
viz.. utilization of Probationers, was not altogether satisfactory. and consequently, on
the retirement of Miss Green, and the appointment of Miss Baker on the full staff, it 1:.;:.4;5
decided to appoint one Staflf Health Visitor in place of the two Probationers.  Miss
Newsome was appointed and remained at work to the end of the year. At the present
time therefore, our staff consists of one Superintendent, 11 Health Visitors in charge n?il
- cobs. and one Stafl Health Visitor. Owing to the fact that accidents happen, a
at times. illness incapacitates some of the members for long or short perinds, the work of

_a Stafi Health Visitor becomes extremely important.
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vision of Midwives whether trained or untrained, for even the best of them are inclined
to relax their standard unless regularly visited, while in a number of cases nothing but
the constant vigilence of the Inspector will keep them up to the mark as regards iness
and observance of the Rules of the Central Midwives' . It is encouraging to feel
however, that while exercising with due severity one'’s funetion of Inspector, one can yet
be accepted in that cqually necessary function of [riend and adviser by the Midwives
under one's charge, who have shown themselves al all times ready to ask and take
adviee as to their dutics towards their patients and their practice generally.”  This,
I think, puls the matter very nceurately for the whole County.

The recording of temperature and pulse rates has been much better than [ormerly,
though looking at some of them I am convinced they must not be regarded in all in-
stances as strictly aceurate.

In only one case was a removal from the Roll effceted, but six Midwives resigned
voluntarily, 4 died, and 4 removed from the County.
L

Five cascs of Poerperal Fever were notilied in the practice of Midwives during the
year. In cach case, the Midwile was visited at the carliest possible moment, a Report
was made to me by the Districe Medical Officer of Health as to the question of any
eonditions likely to be operative in causing the discase, while special care was taken by
the Inspector of Midwives, to superintend personally the disinfection of the Midwives
and their appliances.

I am pleased to say that a grant was given from the Higher Education Rate, of €150,
for the training of Midwives, and in many instances Midwives have been trained under
definite conditions as to serviee, ete., by the Nursing Associations of the County, to the
immense advantage of all concerned.

I have not heard of any real difficulties as to oblaining Medical help as required by
the Act,

The following notifieations have been received during the year ;—8tillbirths, 100 ;
Sending for Medical Help, 870 ; Death of Mother or Child, 28; Laying out of dead, 46

It is interesting to be able to record that out of the 7,557 births registered in the
County during the year, no less than 4,206 ecascs were attended by Midwives alone.
It will thus be scen that over 56 per cent. of the Births in the County were attended
by Midwives alone. It is obvious, thercfore, how important it is that the practise of
t women should be regulated, and their qualifications guaranteed in the interests,
and safety of, Mother and Child.

METEOROLOGY.

In the Tables at the end of the Report will be found two giving Meterological observa-
tions taken at Sutton Coldfield and Leamington respectively. find that the mean
temperature at both places was higher than in the previous year. At Sutton Coldfield
the mean temperature for the year was 48 -4, compared with 471 in 1912, while at
Leamington the mean temperature was 30, compared with 49-4 in 1912.  As regards
rainfall, there was a marked diminution at Sutton Coldfield, where the fall for the year
was 26-20, compared with 8521 in 1912, and at Leamington the total was 25 -05, com-
pared with 35 -67 in the previous year. Though the quantity was so much less in
19138, the number of rainy days was not reduced in proportion. As regards sunshine,
at Sutton Coldficld the total bright sunshine registered was 1,184 hours, compared with
1,157 in the previous year, and at Leamington there were 1,166 hours, eompared with
1.077 in the previous year. The interest of these observations lies in their dealing, as
far as 1 am concerned, with the public health. Though theorctically 1918 was hardly
so favourable for sanitary conditions as was the previous year, yet owing to the
fnct that no very i:%h summer temperatures were registered for lengthened periods, on
the whole it was a fairly satisfactory year clima y, while the diminished rainfall
made it much more pleasant from the point of view of the average resident.

ADULTERATION.

During the vear 578 samples were submitted by the various Inspectors, including
the tl::tn-cg Food Inspectors of the County, and the two Inspectors for the Rugby Urban
and Rural Districts, Of the 578 samples submitted, 42 proved to be deficient in

uality, giving a percentage of 7-2 per cent. of adulteration upon articles submitted.
IS;lth-icr. is an improvement on the previeus year when the figure was 81 per cent.






a1

214. 1 have had prepared a Table herewith appended, showing the Birth, Death, and
Lymotic Rates, for cach year in the record, and also rates from Tuberculosis and Typhoid
Fever, and finally, the rate of Infant Mortality. The Table need not, I feel confident,
be considered in any sense an official apologia.

215. Referring to the Birth-rate, it will be seen that it has fallen from something under
30 to 24, and one may again eall attention to the fact that in 1913 it is considerably
higher than it has been for four years, though for the last three years, there has been
a considerable increase.

218. Our Death-rate, which in the first ten vears of the period averaged 16 -04, has fallen
during the last ten years to 1271, or in other words, the fall of the Birth-rate has been

almost entirely compensated by the saving of life owing Lo the reduetion in the Death-
rate,

217. During the first ten vears, our Death-rate from the seven prineipal Zymotie Diseases
averaged 1-80; in the last ten vears 1-05. In other words, it has been reduced over
50 per cent. Many of the discases included are at present difficult to regulate; but
il we take only those over which Sanitation has acquired some hold, the result would
be even more satisfactory.  Coming, however, to particular diseases, we find that during
the first ten years of the period, the rate from Typhoid Fever per 1,000 persons, was
-105. On the last ten vears this rate has gone down to 0-04. In the latter period,
therefore, there has been less than half that of the former period, while if we take the
last five years, the reduction has again been double, for during the last five years, the mortality
from Typhoid Fever has only been one quarter that of the first ten years after the County
Couneil came into being. It has Iongqbeen acknowledged that Typhoid Fever is the
Mtht; e eriterion of Sanitary condition, and therclore much value must be attached
to thi re.

218. Coming to Tuberculosis, during the first ten years of County Council history, Uhe awmfe
Death-rate 1.000 persons estimated to be living in the County was 105, a Rate closely
in necord with that of the Country. During the last ten vears the figure has been
074, a very marked diminution, while if we take the last two ycars, they have been
0-50 and 0-58 respectively, a figure very much below the average figure for England
and Wales. In reply to this, it might be said that in elaiming reduction of the great
scourge of Consumption, one is claiming too much, as it has only been during the last
year or two that much has been done in a preventive sense to reduec this scourge, and
that even now, arrangements are far from complete.  In answer to that, T would urge
that in Warwickshire, owing to the fact that for years we were the only County Council
to undertake in any real sense of the word, Domestic Hygiene, steps have been taken
to deal with and reduce the ravages of Consumption, and it is an interesting fact, taken
for what it is worth, that the death rate from &nm1||1|:rtinn began to decline from the
time that our Stafl of Health Visitors was appointed.

219.  Finally, let me call attention briefly to our record for Infant Mortality. For the
first ten years the average Rate was 186 per 1,000 Births.  During the last ten years,
the average was 103, while for the last five years, the figures have been 97, 59, 115, 79
and 88 respectively. In 1911 the increase was due to an epidemie of Infantile Diarrheea,
caused by a heat which almost made that vear’s a record summer. It will be seen,
therefore, that when conditions were as adverse as possible to Infant life, the figure ﬂ‘:null.&d
was not in any way comparable with the average of the first ten years of County
Council history.
.  These are facts taken from the records of past Re . They afford an answer to
3 any adverse criticism of County Council snuitgr_v wm without further elaboration
may be left clogquently to give their own message.

221. The Table referred o is given below :—

akia Tubsren- Typhoid [ufant
e Ba. Iﬁf& Dﬂf Rate.  losis. Frer.  Mortaliby.
1880, 27 -02 15 -07 171 1-14 0.1z 128
15940, 27 -15 15 B8 1-30 1-10 o -07 134
1891. 20 -18 17 -89 158 1 -0 0-13 130
1862, 28 T2 1672 133 1 -4 0-10 132
1803, 20 -45 17 =40 179 1 -0 0-19 135
1504, 7 60 14 07 119 1 -0k 0 -05 122
15945, 20 -04 16 -85 1-42 1-18 0 -0 143
18010, 28 -54 14 D0 1:82 0 04 0-11 146
1897, 28 =70 1528 2 -00 0 -0 009 144
1808, o8 -833 16 -31 188 0 -7 013 151
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Sixty-cight cases of Infectious Disease, exclusive of Tuberculosis, were notified du:ilﬁ
the year, as compared with ® during the previous year. These consisted of 40

Typhoid Fever, 19 of Diphtheria, 8 of Erysipelas, 5 of Scarlet Fever, and one of Puerperal
Fever.  Of course the main point in connection with the prevalence of infectious disease
was the outbreak of Typhoid Fever which oceurred at the end of the year.  Reporting

on this, Dr. Taxeyr says :—

" Typhoid Fever.—After a long period of freedom from this disease a ease occurred
in February, A second case was notifled on 15th October, a third on 22nd November,
a fourth on 27th November, and & fifth on 5th December.  'With the possible exception
of this last case, as already mentioned, exhaunstive cnguiries failed to connect any of
these preliminary cases with each other or with any common cause such as the water
supply. From 13th December up to the end of the vear 35 further cases were notified.
The total number of cases in the epidemie which are to be attributed to the infection
of the water supply must therefore include these latter 35 cases as well as 4 others notified
i January, and cne other notifled in December in another District, but which originated
in Kenilworth.  The total number of eases in the epidemic was thus 40,

* Although many of these cases were not notified until long after the date when the
water supply was presumably infected, as previously described, there is very little doubt
that they all received the infection at the end of November or during the first few days
of December, with the exception of one case which was probably infected from a previous
case.  In this connection it is of interest to observe that t{m incubation peried of
typhoid fever is accepted generally as about 14 days, although it may occasionally
vary from 8 to 28,

*“ Only one case proved fatal before the end of the vear, but 5 further patients
succumbed after the close of the year.

* At the end of November and early in Decembera la ion of the population
of all ages were affected quite sut]denlyywith more of Imﬁmpgsmtmth. The
onsct of this epidemic correspended in the majority of the casecs with the probable date
of pollution of the water supply as above deseribed, allowing for a short pericd of
incubation.  the epidemic was, however, by no means confined to the town, large num-
bers of persons being similarly affected at about the same time in adjocent villages,
and in more remote parts of the County, where it was attributed by doctors to influenza.
Some Kenilworth residents who habitually consumed large quantities of water were
unaffected, hwhilst others suffered who took none.

A large amount of bacteriologienl work was undertaken to establish the cause of
this outhreak, but the only definite conclusion reached was that it was not of a typhoidal
nature.  Rather more than hall of the foerty typhoid patients whose illness must be
attributed to the water supply had previously ﬁug'ﬂod rom an attack of the prevailing
gastro-enteritis, whilst the rest had been free from this affection.”

245. Nineteen cases of Diphtheria were notificd at various times duﬁ:f the ﬁﬂﬂr. and in
varipus parts of the town. The cases were mostly mild, and careful search was made,
especially at the Schools, for infectious contacts, who were exeluded from School attend-
ance until free from infeetion.

246. The following table shows the extent to which the County scheme has been utilized
for bacteriological examinations at the Birmingham University :—

Paoaitive. Negative, Total.
Diphtheria 13 42 57
Enteric Fever ... 283 28 1 |
Phthisis s 1 i T s 8

247. It appears that the District was extremely free from Non-notifiable Infectious Diseases,
and no Schools were closed on this account during the year.

248.  As regards Tuberculosis, Dr. Tanoyr reports that 18 new cases were notified during
the vear, 8 being of Phthisis and 10 of other forms of this disease. Only three deaths
were due to it, all being cases of Phthisis.

249. Referring to the Sanitary circumstances of the District, and dealing with the Water

supply, Dr. Taxeye says :—

*The town is supplied by the Kenilworth Water Company, the estimated number
of houses connected to their mains being 1,274, affecting 5,258 of the total population
of the District. There still exist about a dozen private wells in use within the town.
In the rural parts shallow wells are the only source of supply. '
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* The sample was further examined for nrgnnm‘ml econnected with special diseases
such as hﬁi wid fever and dysentery, but neither the Bac. Typhosus nor any of the
dysentery bacilli were isolated.  Some non-lactose fermenters were present, one of
'Hﬁl.ir:h resembled Morgan's Bacillus.

*The examination shows the necessity of some scarch for the source of impurity
either at the well or in the course of the pipes to the place of sampling.

(Signed)—C. J. Lews,
The University Pathological Department, Birmingham.'

“1 submitted these reports to the Distriet Council on 2nd December, and fully ex-
lained their significance. I advised that samples should be immediately submitted
rom each of the sources of supply sepamt.ely and Tully Hml_'(s&d as quickly as p-m.si,hla,

s0 that the polluted source could be identified and abandoned, If this step had
taken at once, definite information as to which souree was luted would have been
available within two or three days, but there was considerable delay in taking further
analyses, and it was not until 16th December that the supply from the adit was finally
discontinned.  Thereafter the two deep bores, which have yielded continnally
analyses, were the only sources of supply.  As the result of the receipt of two notifica-
tions of typhoid on Saturday, 18th cember, and one on Sunday, 14th December,
I issued on 15th December, with the consent of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, a
notice to the public urging the boiling of all water before use.

“ In the light of the subsequent events there is very little doubt that the adit was
polluted wilth the specific infection of typhoid fever from the adjacent stream which had
received on 17th November the overflow of the sewer in Odiborne Close. This sewer
was recciving the sewage from certain houses where typhoid fever was being nursed.

“ Previous to the group cases of typhoid just mentioned, four other cases had
cceurred in the town sinee the beginning of Oetober, but with one possible exception,
exhaustive enquiries both at the time and subsequently failed to conneet the origin of
these cases with the pllhli:r waker z.uppl}l'.

“ Under the personal supervision of Dr. Houston, of the Metropolitan Water Board,
a thorough disinfeetion of the whole of the water works systern was begun on 20th
December and completed with all possible despateh.,

* Bamples of water have since been submitted by the Council from the mains for
chemical and bacteriological examination at short intervals, and the following are typical
results. These show the water which is now derived entirely from the boreholes to be
of exeellent character.

fSamrnk oF Kenmwortn Warten,
UwiversiTy BacTErRioLooical, DEFPARTMENT,
Bresmrvaman.

‘1 have Lo report that this sample was free from contamination with sewage,
and that none of the lests applied to it disclosed any impurity. Its character

were those of a good drinking water.
(Signed)—C. J. Lewis.

' County Anarysts' LaRORATORY,

Bresmrscmas.
REesULTs EXPRESSED IN PARTS PER 100,000,

Free smd Saline Ammonia 0.0003
Organic Ammonia e e 0.0016
Chlorine in Chlorides T e 1.095
Nitrogen in Nitrates and Nitrites = e 0.16
Oxygen absorbed in four hours at 80 F. s 0.009
Total Solid Matter asa .~ s 45
Hardness— ]

Temporary o o 15.6

mmnt EEE amm asas aas 48s L L ll‘ﬂ

Tﬂtﬂ e e rEy e (2 1] Ey iﬂla

Reuanks.—DBright, few small particles.

*'This water was quite satisfactory in a chemieal sense, and showed charaeters
almost identical with theh:tlunpbu!tﬂﬂlblmtbbﬂ.

(Signed}—BosTock Hie & Rieey,
County Analysts,
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“ 1 would draw pa.ticular attention to the remarks of the Local Government Board
Geologist. Mr. J. B. Hill, in Dr. Manby’s Report with regard to the deep bores :—

* The danger of contamination from proximity of the river or from subsoil drain-
age, to which the water in the adit is exposed, does not exist in the ease of the
deep-bore wells.  The depth of these wells is very great, and the strata through
which they pass is not fissured, so that assuming that they are adequately protected
by their hnings to a sufficient depth, there is practically no risk n:?f polluted water
gnining access to them.'

“ With this statement the opions of all experts, so far as [ know, is in complete aveord.

“Dr. Manby concludes his Report with a series of valuable susgestions, which are
now engaging the consideration of the Council. .There can be no doubt that the com-
munity would greatly benefit by the transfer of the works to the Council, which question
is raised by Dr. Manby.  Undoubtedly the control of the works should be vested in
the Sanitary Authority, on whom is the responsibility of the public health.”

 260.  As regards closet accommodation, Dr. Taxoye says that of the 1,448 houses of the
District, 1,299 are estimated to be connected with the sewers. There are only three
instances of dry disposal within the sewered area, and these are under notice. The
town is fortunate in the completeness of its water-carriage system, and also in the very
general provision of proper flushing cisterns.

251. He calls attention to fifteen houses known as Crackley Cottages, lying outside the
sewer arca, and provided with pail closcts, and says :—* It would be desirable for the
Council to undertake the scavenging of these convenicnces since it is the common ex-
perience that the work is not satisfactorily done by cottagers themselves, and danger
of pollution of the wells at these cottages may arise.”

252. As regards Housi there has been continued progress in the matter of Inspectio
8% houses having mﬂﬁ, inspected, as compared wil:lll 5% in 1911 and 52 in 1912. Of t;;
88, 14 were found to be unfit for habitation and 14 Closing Orders were made. In 21
cases defects in houses were remedied without the making of Cloging Orders, and in
6 after the making of Closing Orders, they were put into a fit state for human habitation,

258. IReferring to the main defects found, Dr. Taxeye says :—* The main defects found
in ing, besides defects in the actual structure of walls, roofs, floors, windows, ete.,
were insufficient bedroom Iightinf and ventilation, absenee of proper food cupboards, and
inodequate wash-house and scullery accommodation. In one row of two-bedroomed
cottages, although the front bedroom could be made moderately satisfactory, the back
bedroom consisted merely of the back portion of the same room partitioned off and
obtaining light and ventilation only by a small window or skylight. The best course
from most points of view would have been to have removed the partition and converted
the houses into single-bedroomed houses ; but this was considered by the Council too

“drastic a step, and arrangements were made for a snitable window to be inserted at the
back, or a large skylight in those cases where the back wall of the house abutted upon
the property of another owner who objected to the insertion of windows.”

254. He calls attention to overcrowding discovered during the Inspection, and gives
particulars of eight eases which were abated during the vear.

255. Relerring to the difficulty of finding houses expericneed by dispossessed tenants, Dr.
Taxaye says :—* The Council has becn led to consider seriously the question of them-
selves plmriulinﬁl:dﬂitinnal housing asecommodation. A site has been ?rovisi-cm,u]]}r
obtained with the purpose of erecting 24 three-bedroomed cottages, to be let at from
45, &d. to 4s. 9d. per week, and it is hoped to proceed with this scheme without delay.
These will undonbtedly meet o pressing demand, and remove much of the present diffieulty
in dealing with unfit houses, ]jj?'rcmn&:.elnspm"sﬂcpanil will be seen that 12 new
small houses and cottages came into occupation du.nn,g the vear. The supervision over
the construction of new houses is earried out by the Surveyor, and the drainage is sub-
mitted to a waler test before |passing.”

258. Dr. Taxcye shows that the Hospital accommodation is %itx: satisfactory, and gives
a list of Adoptive Notices which have been adopted by the Urban District Council.

257. The Report also contains one from the Surveyor and Sanitary Inspector, giving full
details of the work carried out in his Department,

258. 1 should like to testify to the good work done here in the supervision of the
Sewage Works. These have been maintained at a high level and whenever
visited have been found to be working very effectually.

Viral BraTsTIcs.
Infant Mostality

Popalation, R T Doatlirata, Syt Deathorate per 1,000 Rinks,
5,970 258 JEEN i34 1]
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270,  Of the 55 cases, 37 oceurred in four and five-roomed houses, though he says that

© generally speaking the housing conditions were fairly good, but in several instances there
was evidence of Iﬂnmpnns&, and in 12 the building was in a poor state of repair.  The
majority of the defects have since been mmt:dif:i Out of the 55 cases, in 16 the
patients did not have a separate bed, and in 11 others though they had a separate bed
they did not have a separate bedroom,  He shows what has been done for the control
of the discase, including disinfection, the loaning out of sputum flasks and shelters, and
referring to treabtment, says:—

“The one result of the National Insurance Act which is most in evidence to a Health
Department is undoubtedly that it has given facilities, never before possible, for the treat-
ment of Pulmonary Tuberculosis.  This treatment in Warwickshire, al any rate,
not been confined solely to insured persons, but has been extended to the dependants
of insured persons. By so doing the Insurance Committee have been carrying out to
the full extent of their powers the recommendations of the * Astor ' Committee,

“ Thirteen only of our notified eases were insured persoms, and 11 of these have
reccived Sanitorinm Benefit.  Seven have been sent to Sanitoria for treatment and, what
is almost as important, instruetion has been given in the art of living in their infections
state with the least danger to others. Four have received Domicilary Treatment.
One case refused Sanitorium Treatment.

* The question arises as to how the other cascs were dealt with., A certain number
have reccived attention, as of old, from the Warneford Hospital, others from their private
medieal practitioner, and others have had open-air treatment at the Warwick Infirmary.

. A few eases, however, were in need of specialised treatment and could not obtain it.
will in the future doubtless receive the attention of the Tuberculosis Officers to be
appuinted by the County Council.  These cases undoubtedly form the weakest link in
the chain which has been forged for the eure and eonsequently the prevention of Tuber-

culosis,™ ~

280, It appears that 754 specimens of swabs [rom throats, sputa for Tubcreulosis, pus,
urine, blooad, hair, skin, ete,, were examined in the Municipal Laboratory.

281. He deals with the Water Supply and shows that with the exception of 14 wells the
water supply for the whole of the Distriet is derived from the new Red Sandstone, and
says that though zﬂllm'ihg a considerable {i{‘:gﬂ*.:r of hardness, it is pure and excellent for
potable purposes.

282, He records that arrangements have been made for both Bacterial and Chemical Exam-
inations to be made quarterly.

288. The Common Lodging Houses were all duly inspected, 216 visits being made to them,
and three notiees were served for minor repairs.

284. There arc 25 Slaughter Houses in the Borough, 6 licensed and 19 registered. In No.
2 District one new Slaughter House was licensed.  Generally speaking the Slaughter
Houses have been kept as clean as their structural arrangements and conditions would
allow.

285. The only Offcnsive Trade carried on in this District is Tripe Dressing, and no com-
plaints have been made.

286.  Referring to the provision of a Public Abattoir, Dr. Grsoxs Wanrp says :—* The
question of the provision of a Public Abattoir has fallen somewhat into of
late, but I am of upmmrt that it should engage the earnest consideration of this Authority.
I am aware that this question is a difficult one, but having regard to the situation and
structural arrangements of some, one might say most, of the Slaughter Houses in the
town, it is evident that the trade 18 not carried out under the best conditions.™

287. There are 84 Dairies and Milkshops and 10 Cowsheds in the Borough. All Milch
Cattle are inspected by the Veterinary Surgeon, and during the year his
have been invariably favourable. Five notiees were issued for the eleansing and lime
washing of Cowshuﬂ, and nine in respect of Dairies and Milkships. The notices were
all complied with.

288. He deals with the Prevention of Adulteration under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts,
and shows that 85 samples were submitted to the Public Analyst during the year. Of
these, one sample of Milk was lound to be deficient of 18 per cent. of fat. No preserva-

tives were found in any of the Milk samples.
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408, Referring to House Accommodation, he says :—* Undoubtedly a few more houses
would be useful in the villages, but how it is very hard to say, but there appears
to be keen mmmmn to obtain any that have become vacant or in the case of a
house that has closed and done up throughout and re-opened. It is becoming
somewhat easier to have the necessary repairs done to those that need them.”

497.  He shows that 56 houses were inspected under Seetion 17 of the Housing and Town
Aﬂmmuth:u% J;ttt. 1909, iiur::;l.g ntlh:: }'ﬂl.‘ir, am:fIl that 5 were found to be unfit for habitation.

ve were closed voluntarily.  In 25 other b defects i i
{56 nisking ot Clnding S ¥ ouscs defects were remedied without

498. As rds Water Supply, he says :—* In two of the villages the water is brought
from a distance, in_the other four it is obtained from wells, r::mlll‘m wells were I!mEmi
to be in an unsatisfactory condition, one at Avon Dassett and one at Farnborough.
Samples were taken and analysed, that from Avon Dassett was found to be unsatis-
factory and is being dealt with; that from Farnborough was found to be quite unfit
for human consumption.”

499.  Dr. Jouxs reports that there are no Offensive Trades in the District, that the Elemen-
tary Schools were inspected, and that the general Sanitary condition of the Distriet is

VrraL SrtatisTics.

Populsiion, Birth-rabe. Desath-rnde. Zymolin  Taath-rafe. g .
1,482 1615 .10 dmiey et g s
FOLESHILL.

500. Dr. Jonx Ourox estimates the population to the middle of 1913 to be 25,088.
501. There were §72 Births, giving a Birth-rate of 341 per 1,000,
502. The Death-rate is 13-0, compared with 129 for the previous year.

508. There were 99 deaths of children under 1 year of age, giving an Infantile Mortality
of 1185 per 1,000 Births. ,

The deaths were from the following causes :—Premature Birth, 36; Pneumonia, 5§
Whooping Cough, 7; Epidemic Enteritis and Diarrhoea, 14 ; Bronchitis, 9 ; Convulsions, 8.

Dr. Ortox, in regretting this high Infantile Mortality, says:—" The heading * Pre-
mature Births," which is a very wide one, comprising congenital defects, weakness at
birth, wasting from birth, ete., is the one which seems most deplorable, and the number,
84, proves that all the advice and attention which can be given to mothers at the birth
of a child is essential for the lowering of this mortality. To be of use, such adviece
must bé prompt.”

504, There were 47 deaths from Zymotic diseases, giving a death-rate of 1-8, the same
figure as recorded last year.

505. There was a marked reduction in the notifications of Scarlet Fever, the figure being
99, as compared with 264 in 1912, and 240 in 1911.

Two deaths were recorded, and 85 were removed to Hospital.
506, Measles was responsible for 8 deaths.

507. There were 21 deaths from Epidemic Diarrheea and Zymotic Enteritis, most of these
taking place late in the Autumn.

508, Inrntneria.—38 eases were notified and 8 deaths registered. Referring to these,

Dr. Orrox remarks :—** The disease was especially prevalent amongst children of school

in the Parish of Foleshill, the Districts of .'I3f1=llp Green, Windmill Lane, and Court

ouse Green being especially affected.  As it seemed most probable that contact in

School was spreading the contagion, school elosure was resorted to as will be mentioned

later on.  Several cascs had to be removed to the Coventry and Warwickshire Hospital,

for the ion of Tracheolomy ; and except for the fact that the serum provided and

supplied by the Council to Medical Practitioners was frecly used, the mortality would
have been a very great one, infection being of severe and virulent character.”

509. One case of Typhoid Fever was notified and proved fatal.
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550.  The Death-rate, corrected, is 10-87.
551. The Infant Mortality is 57-4 per 1,000 Births,

582, Two deaths were registered from Measles, one from Scarlet Fever, and two from
Diarthoea and Enteritis,

588, Scanier Fever—Thirty-eight cases were notified ; 17 eases being in the village of
Claverdon. Dr. Tnomsox remmks :—* It is also noticeable that t t{lpe of Searlet
Fever sent to Hospital recently is of a more virulent character than usually met with.”

654, Ihronraeria.—Six cases were notified and all recovered.

B55. Tupercvrosis.—Thirteen cases were notified and six deaths oecurred.  Referring to
bencfits under the National Insuiance Act, Dr. Tnomsox says:—" In a widely spread
Rural District, as is that of the Stratford Rural District, the provision of special dis-
pensaries for special treatment is obviously impracticable on the lines adopted in towns,
and the use of special methods is, pro tem, in the hands of local practitioners.”

556, Under the Housing Acts, 16 houses were inspecled during the yvear, and eight repre-
sentations were made with a view to Closing Orders being made. No Closing Orders
were made, but two were closed voluntarily.

557. Referring to the sanitation of Claverdon village, Dr. TroMsox says :—** The defective
general drainage of Claverdon village, on which I have reported for several vears, still
remains an unsettled matter, and also there continues to be there an exeeptional
amount of sickness. While I do not assert that these two conditions are absolutely
cause and effect, it is worth remarking that the ishes in this district with modern
sewering and good water supply seem to suffer the least from children's infectious diseases,

The question of properly sewering Claverden will not drop until it is decided to take

action.™

558. All the public water supplies of the Districk are reported as satisfactory.

YITAL STATISTICS.

Imfant Mortallt
TPapalation. Birth-rato. Ieath-ratas, Iymodle Death-rale, per 1,000 Lirths,
11,182 154 10-87 -3 a7 4
TAMWORTH,

559. Dir. Favsser cstimates the population of the Warwickshire portion of this District
to have been 16,850 in the middfﬂ of the year.

560. He points out that * The chief industry of the District is mainly connected with
extensive mining operations in the Warwickshire coal-field area. There are other
i ies, consisting of the manufacturing of terra-cotta, glazed and other brick-making,
stone-quarrying, and the manufacture of sanitary pipes and other appliances. There
are also large paper mills, an iron-foundry and a canal boat building yard.”

561. The Birth-rate has further risen on last year and has now become the satisfactory
one of 28:5. Eleven of the births were illegitimate, compared with 16 in the previous

year.

562. The Death-rate was extremely satisfactory, being 10-2, and slightly lower than the
preceding year.

568, As regards Infant Mortality, the rate was as low as 68 per 1,000, and is quite as low
as can be expected in a district of this sort.

564, As Zymotie Discase, this rate was also satisfactory, being little more than half
that of year, and only 0-47,

565. It would appear that the Zymotic Death-rate and the rate of Infant Mortality, are
the lowest recorded of late years.

566. Eight deaths were registered during the year from Zymotic Disease, namely :—
Eﬂrlﬁl Fever, 2; Diphtheria, 1; Enteric Fever, 1; Whooping Cough, 1; Diarrheea, 8.

567. Only 5 deaths were registered from Pulmonary Tuberculosis, and only 8 cases were
mﬁﬁﬁdv. Of other iumsﬁ Tuberculosis 10 cases were notified.
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504, The only case of Enteric Fever was known to be contracted in another District.

505. As regards Phthisis, Dr. Taxave reports :—

= Scw.ﬁ-m new cases of Tubereulosis were notified during the year, 20 being of

ba - phthisis 43 of other tuberculous discase.

“ It will be noted from Table 11, that the chicf incidence of tuberculosis was at Coles-
hill and Shustoke. This is accounted for by the presence of large pumbers of poor chil-
dren gathered from various towns at the Roman Catholic Homes at Coleshill, and also
of & smaller number of imported children at the Industrial School, Shustoke. At the
former Homes 52 of the children were notified as suffering from tuberculosis, and 3 at
the latter,

“ These children do not of course strictly belong to the District, and their condition
has undoubtedly been contracted elsewhere, but since these Institutions are neither
sanatoria, poor law institutions, nor hospitals, under the Tubereulosis Regulations the cases
must unfortunately be credited to this Distriet.  All these cases arc under the care of
the Medical Officers of the Homes and School, and the notifieations have practically
only a statistical value.

% Thus the total number of new cases of tuberculosis in persons actually belonging
to the District, excluding the vases at the Homes, was only 87, which compares satis-
factorily with the incidence of the diseasc in otlier Rural Districts.

* Fighteen deaths were registered as due to tubereulosis, of which 9 were of phthisis
and 9 of other tuberculous diseases, Here again it is only fair to subtract the 7 deaths
which oecurred from tuberculosis at the Coleshill Homes, although this is not strictly
eorrect aemrd.mf to the Registrar General’s methods. The deaths from tuberenlosis
thus actually belonging to the District for the year were only 11.

“ Reduced as above the figures of tubereulosis in the District do not show any marked
alence, especially when it is remembered that some of the cases have probably come
to the District for treatment from elsewhere. With the improvement in housing
conditions there is every hope that the disease will further decrease.
| “ Disinfectants and sputum bottles are supplied fsec th the Sanitary Inspector
F& e for cases where they are desirable.  After eaths from Phthisis and after removals
d of phthisical patients when the cireumstances reguire it, disinfeetion is carried out by
the Inspector and the bedding removed to them?
station at Birmingham for disinfection.
“ By an arrangement with the County Medical Officer of Health T have supplied him
every week with lists of new cases of tuberenlosis notified, and the County Health
Visitor has visited and given advice where such appeared neeessary. Through this
nt T have from time to time received valuable information as to defective
conditions discovered in the patients’ homes, and steps have been taken to remedy these.™

solation Hospital or to a disinfecting

596, Relerring to Water Supply, Dr. Taxcve says a large part of the District is su plied
with water through the mains of the Birmingham Water Department, and the North
Warwickshire Water Company, whilst a smaller number of houscs obtain their supply
from the mains of the Coventry Corporation and Tamworth District Couneil. The
rest of the District is supplied by the nsual type of shallow wells, with the exception
of a few houses in the parish of Packington, which are supplied by springs, and 33
houses in Fillongley which obtain a similar supply.

597. The question of a supply for the village of Bickenhill is still under consideration,
and Dr. TANGYE says i— As has been previously mentioned every well in this village
is polluted, and though no outbreak of disease has yet oceu in the village, the
possibility is always present under cuch circumstances. It is therefore to be hoped
that the Council will push forward a proper scheme at the earliest opportunity.”

508. [Extensions of the mains have been carried out at Hampton-in-Arden and Castle
Bromwich.

599. Dr. Taxeve further states :—* The North Warwickshire Water Co.’s supply at Meriden
was the subject of complaint on account of its tarry taste during the summer. On
analysis, however, no really harmful condition was discovered, and after corres ndence
with the Surveyor the matter was remedied, it is to be hoped permancatly. No other
gamples from public supplies were submitted for analysis during the year, but arrange-
ments have now been made for such analyses every month from various points through-
out the year.”

600. A table is provided by the Inspector, uhuwiﬁ the work done in improving the water
supplies, and proving how very active work in this direction has been during the year.
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« §ix' other cases were remedied in a similar way by ulitising a downstairs parlour
or lumber room. :

*“ There is a very prevalent objection on the part of cottagers to using the parlour
as a bedroom, but this a]i:lgnﬁ in certain instances to be the best solution in the case
of rapidly increasing families.”

600, Referring to the Sanitary Administration of the District, Dr. Taxove says :—" The
staff ments have remained as described in my last Annual Report, but as already
mentioned Mr. Negus has been provided with expert assistance for the purpose of drawing
up various sewage schemes. A new agsistant in place of the previous one has been
agoimed for the actual manual work in connection with sewcrs, drains, disinfection,
e

“ At the end of the year the Council decided to provide the Inspector with a clerk,
who will no doubt relieve him of much routine work.

“ The motor cyele provided during the previous year by the Council has proved indis-
pensable in the work of the Sanitary Inspector.” l

610, Dr. Taxeye also calls attention to the importance of adopting various bye-laws,
adoptive Acts, and sections of Acts, in different parts of the district, and regrets that no
formal steps have been taken in the matter to do this.

He shows the extent to which the County Scheme has heen used for the free Bacterial
Examinations at the Birmingham University, and states that swabs from Diphtheria

ients and 13 from Phthisis, as well as two samples of blood from Enteric Fever cases
were submitted.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Infant Morality
Populstion, Birth-rata. Dreatly-pake. Eymotic Dvath-rabe. per 1,000 Biriks.
15,500 19:5 180 08 121
RUGBY.

#11. Dr. Taxove estimates the population to have increased to 17,820

612. The Birth-rate was even more satisfactory than in the previous year, namely 283,
and is considerably higher than the average for the past five years.

618. The General net Death-rate was 140 per 1,000, but corrected by the sex and age
factor of the Registrar general it becomes 128 per 1,000, on the whole a satisfactory

figure.,
614. The Zymotic Death-rate was 1-17, almost identical with the previous year.

@15, The rate of Infant Mortality was 105 per 1,000 births, much in excess of the average
of the previous five years, and as Dr. TANGYE says, is disappointing in face of the large
amount of work directed against Infant mortality in the District. It must be borne
in mind, however, that almost half the deaths were due to easily prevented congenital
causes, of which premature birth was the greatest single factor.

616. One hundred and forty-nine cases of Infectious Disease, exclusive of Phthisis, were
notified during the year, compared with 58 in 10132, and 133 in 1911. The increase
was largely due to the two serious outbreaks of Diphtheria amounting to 56 cases. Dr.
Taxcye presented a Special Report on this subjeet, which is as follows :—

“ T have to report a serious outbreak of diphtheria at New Bilton, at present limited
to one family.

“ A boy, aged 6, of New Rilton, died suddenly on December 80th. No doctor was
in attendance at the time, and the death was returned as uncertified, the cause being
given as ‘ Heart Disease.”

“ On February 6th another child, aged 8, who had been ill sinee December, died at

the same house, ‘This death was certified as due to ‘ Diphtheria one month, Cardiac
failure,’ but the case had never been notified as one of diphtheria.

“ On February Tth another child of the same family, aged 10, was exoluded from
school by the School Medical Officer on aecount of certain suspicious throat symptoms,

“ On February 12th 1 visited the house and took bacteriological specimens from all
the children in the house. All these specimens have heen reported by Birmingham
University as showing the diphtheria organism,
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688. In Dunchurch, too, public scavenging has been undertaken,

684. As regards Housing, the report shows that 168 houses were inspected under Section
17 of the Housing Act. Of these, 5 were found to be unfit for habitation, and in each
Case Ell}ﬂing Orders were made, It is satisfactory to note also that in 144 cases, defects
discovered in houses were remedied without the making of Closing Orders.

485. Dr. Taxeve made a Speeinl Report in November on overcrowding in the District,
which is as follows :—

ol | to bring before your notice a very serious aspect of the housing question in
the District apart from the dilapidated condition of various property which is constantly
receiving the attention of the Housing Committee, I refer to over-crowding, which, as
far as constant inspection has revealed, is more prevalent and serious in this District
than in any part of the rest of the half of the County for which I am Distriet Medical
Officer of Health.

“ Owing to the scarcity of houses over-crowding is the nuisanee above all others most
difficult to discover, and most successfully hidden. At the same time a long series of
cases have been brought before your notice both in my annual reports and otherwise.
In some instances abatement has been obtained, though it is to be feared that such abate-
ment is in many eases not likely to be permanent, It will be remembered that at
i.'mn' meeting on the 6th January last the Council declined to enforee the commaon
odging-house standard in certain serious eases which were reported.  This standard is
universally adopted by Sanitary Authorities as the minimum amount of bedroom enbic
fect compatible with healthy conditions, and provides for 300 cubic feet for each adult,
and 150 each child under ten.

“ Since the beginning of the year the following cases have been investigated by your

“ (1) At Brinklow, cottage with one bedroom oceupied by man and wife with seven
children.  Bedroom 1,680 cubic feet.

“(2) At Drinklow, cottage with two bedrooms oceupied by man and wife with ten
children. Bedrooms 978 cubic feet and 728 cubie feet.

“(3) At %wlmd. cottage with one bedroom occupicd by man and wife with
six chi . Bedroom 1,216 cubic feet (partitioned).

* (4) At Dunchurch, cottage with two bedrooms oecupied by man and wife with ten
children,  Bodrooms 1,562 and 836 cubic fect.

“(5) At New Bilton, cottage with two bedrooms, oceupied by man and wife and seven
children. Bedrooms 1,106 and 839 cubic fect.

“(g) At New Bilton, man and wile with five children lodging in two reoms of which
one only is used as a bedroom,  Bedroom 1,007 eubie feet.

% The above no doubt only represents a proportion of the serious cases of overcrowding
in the District, and the most unsatisfactory feature is that permanent improvement
cannot be insured by vour officers under present conditions, although in certain cases
the want of bedroom air space is obviously undermining the health of the children.”

686, Dr. Taxcye deals with the need for housing accommodation in the District, as he
has done in previous Reports, and shows that this arises to a great extent from the prox-
imity of large engineering works at Rughby, and to a less extent at Coventry. At the
same time in the strictly rural parts there is a certain demand for houses for the purely
rural population. He estimates that fifty houses are required in different parts of the
District, though a much larger number of houses readily find tenants. He
says ;— This list has received favourable consideration from the Housing Committee,
and I hope it will form the basis of action during the present year."”

887. He reports that no steam disinfector is awvailable for the District, and hopes that
arrangements will be made for one to be provided during the present year.

The also contains ene from the Sanitary Inspector, dealing with the various
work in his Department and shows that in many respects great activity was displayed.

689, 'This is one of the few Districts that supplements the work ol the County Staff, as
by the Local Government Board, in the matter of the purity of Food and
and it is stated in the report that 80 samples of Milk were submitted for analysis

during the vear,

ViTaL STATISTICS.
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458. One ease of Enteric was notified, imported from another District.

654, Measles was prevalent during the first half of the year, and on this account 12 schools
were closed. deaths were recorded from this cause.

855. Sixty-two eases of Tuberculosis were notified during the year, 52 being of Phthisis,
and 10 of other forms. '

656. The Report states that after deaths from Phthisis, and after removals of phthisical
patients, when the circumstances require it, disinfection is carried out by the ?nsp:ﬂtﬂt
and the bedding removed to the Isolation Hospital for disinfection.

“657. Referring to Infant Mortality, Dr. Taxeye says:—" The Infant Mortality rate has
shewn a ifying decling in the District during recent years, and there can be no doubt
that much credit is due to l.hﬁeclmmt system of visiting mothers, rendered possible
through the information obtai by this (the Notification of Births) Aet.”

658, Appended is a Report of excellent work earried out in the Department of the Sanitary

VITAL STATISTICS.
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SOUTHAM.

8598, Dr. Taxoye deseribes the District as a purely agricultural one, except in the neigh-
. bourhood of Southam, Stockton and Bishops Itchington, where Cement Works give employ-
- ment to al and increasing number of hands. At Napton there is a large brick-
E;(:.h“uﬂnen h of the population of the entire District resides in the town of

860,  As regards Vital Statistics, he shows that the Birth-rate has increased considerably,
being 26-2, compared with 240 in the preceding year. It is the highest rate since 1908

861. The net Deathe-rate of the District was also satisfactory, being only 1340 per 1,000,
somewhat below the average for recent vears.

662. Coming to the causes of deaths, he says that the deaths from Tubereulosis numbered
only 4, compared with 9 in the previous year, while Heart Disease, Bronehitis, Bright's
Disease Cancer account for a large proportion of the deaths.

688. As regards Infectious Diseases, 57 cases of acute infectious disease were notified during
the vear. Diphtheria was responsible for 15, none however proving fatal.  Dr. Tavove
says :—* Close watch was kept at the Elementary Schools during their occurrence, es-
pecially at Southam and Long Itchington, and contacts showing the infection were
excluded until free. The free supply of anti-toxin provided by the Council for poorer
patients has been used as required.”

864, Scarlet Fever was but little prevalent, 20 eases only occurring, which were scattered
in time and area, and none of them proved fatal.

865, Scven cases of Typhoid Fever were recorded.  Four of these occurred at Napton,
where three of them proved fatal, the water supply being derived from a dirty pit fed
from overflows respectively of the canal and canal-reservoir.

606. Speaking of Ts id Fever further, Dr. TaNay® says:— The frequent presence of
this infeetion in villages of the Distriet renders the question of water supplies one of
peculiar importance for the viligance of the Council.™

667. He points out that the Bacterial examinations provided by the County Council at
the Birmingham University have been well taken up, and that altogether 68 swabs were
sent in, namely :—Diphtheria, 40; Typhoid Fever, 10; Phthisis, 2.

668. He records, too, that on the whole the District has been frec from serious outbreaks
of non-notifinble infectious disease, thﬂﬁ]:l&hmln were closed at Priors Hardwick, Har-
bury, Fenny Compton, Lighthorne, and Ladbrooke for Chickenpox, Measles, and Whooping
Cough.
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“ These results when combined together according to the usual chemical methods
shew ically that the bulk of the solid matter consists of Sulphate of Caleium, Sulphate
of Som and Sulphate of Magnesium, the quantity of these respectively being 1271,
T8-5, and 35-4. ’lﬁm gquantities are undoubtedly very large, and we are certainly ol
opinion that such a water, though pure organically, cannot be considered a reasonably
suitable onc for the constant supply of a small community, We daresay that such
waters in the lias are sometimes found in use, but we are quite certain that such a large
amount of mineral, constituents would be detrimental to the health of many people.

* Yours faithfully,
“ Bosrock Hinn axp Ricoy,

* County Analysts.”

“In spite of this unpromising report, on my sugeestion, the Council decided to grant
occupation certificates under the Public Health {Water) Act for a limited number of new
cottages, and twenty have been occupied during the course of the year. Not the
slightest ill results have been experienced from the use of this water so far, although it
is said to have had a slightly aperient effect when first used. As it is organieally pure
it possesses the great advantage of freedom from danger as regards typhoid fever, which
ecannot be said of the majority of local shallow wells.  An endeavour is being made to
mitigate its hardness by admixture of rain-water in the storage tanks.

476. He also states that * in some instances, where other sources are im ihle, a com-
paratively satisfactory supply ecan be obtained from the roof of the tlwrm if the rain-
water is received through a properly construeted rain-water scparator, On my recom-
mendation the Couneil have resolved to require this method in default of a better, and
I hope that this requirement will be insisted upon in future ™

676, He further deals with the Water Supply gfh:raﬂy in the following terms :—* With

to the various villages which have publie supplies, T would emphasise the import-

anec of maintaining the test clennliness of colleeting areas and reservoirs. ince

the end of the r the Council have authorised the taking of bacteriological and chemieal

sam from all public supplies. [If these should indicate pollution it will probably

be due to want of attention to the works rather than to the contamination of the springs
from which the supplics are derived.”

677. As regards Drainage and Sewerage, Dr. Tanave says the brooks at Fenny Compton
and Long Itchington, both of which contained sludge derived from sewage, were thorough=
Iy cleansed during the summer for a considerable distance of their course.

Also under this head he says :—* Inspection of the only two sewage disposal areas,
at Southam and Stockton respectively, confirmed the great desirability of more
systematic attention to these outfalls.”

@78, He also records that an extension of the sewerage system at the Banbury Road end
of the town of Southam has been adopted by the Council, to deal with the sewage from

this area.
aTe.  As rds closct accommodation, he says that with a few exceptions in the larger
houses the dry conservancy system obtains throughout the District, At Southam,
however, there are some 90 water closets in smaller as well as larger houses. e points
out that conditions will not be generally satisfactory until all the t!lmyu.'!nus villages have
Kﬂ closets throughout, and a public seavenging scheme to insure their regular cleansing.
this I quite concur.

680, Referring to Seavenging, he shows that the public scavenging schemes at Southam,
Long Itchington and , have worked satisfactorily during the year, and have been
generally appreciated.

#81, He zelers to this matter in relation to Napton, as follows :—
*On 2nd December I made the following report to the Council :—

* During recent i ions of the village of Napton I have found many unsatis-
gm%m‘ inmmnmctl ion with th;gpcmmnt ?iispmnl of night-soil and house
refuse,

“ For the most part this is removed at long intervals to the allotments, and
this removal in many instances involves the temporary deposit of offensive material
in the main road.















Chart showing the number of cases notified each
and Typhoid Fever (black),

JANUARY. FEBRUARY. MARCH. APRIL. MAY, JUNE.

NUMEBER OF CASES.
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the year of Scarlet Fever (Red), Diphtheria (blue),

Administrative County in 1913.
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J L DETAILS OF HEALTH VISITORS' WOIE.

Dsrrper 1 a 3 4 [ L] 1 8 o 10 11
¢ | af |32 | 28 | 23 E PR a3 | 3
. = E = = % & % 5 i = - ¥ | =4
:E RE | 2B |22 |23 | 2% | B2 | 23 | 2% | i .ﬁ &
=Ll g elend g 8 i T el K e S e
PR, | | = [ |
= -| - —_ - : 1 = I i | i !
Total number of visits made S| | l - | | i { | 10,026
i e to Infants .o | 810 | 642 (1,162 (1,808 | 050 | D81 | 500 | 104 | 816 | 575 | 208 | 6,065
o w  to Midwives ... 56| 101 | 177 | 132 | 158 | 133 42 53| 108 54| 86| 1,007
i w  to.Sch. Children | | - ! . ' . |
at home = 561 905 | 904 242 11,121 658 856 | 480 | fo2 | 656 | 815 | 6,979
w  to tuber. cases 197 | 141| 188 | 204 | 70| 125| 178 22| 102| 182 | @S : 1,857
Tptal, nunnber a[ Other Visits s | 188 | 2DE | 203 | 28R | 213 | H4% | 250 | =85 | 286 | 110 | 255 | 2,028
Number of Health Talks given ... 21 11 20 13 12 1| 11 8 17 T| 20 162
Lectures to Midwives e CE B b oora | A | 4 i ] (R 14
Medical Inspections Attended L1 26 1 R 25 0 87 20 24 50 34| 80 481
I ' {
Infants | { { |
Mo of Visits (Ist Visits) ... e | 215 [ 280 | TOL {1,085 | THE | BT | 414 T8 | 177 | BRE | 221 | 4,702
Breast Fed entirely we | 185 | 214 | GIT | 57 664 | 284 | sS40 (i1} 132 | 827 | 180 | 8,601
Breast and Artificial a5 15 65 | 150 [ 21 23 5 11 (. =2 26 | 480

Artificial ... 55 51 7 128 i1 421 51 10 a4 20| as 582

Boat Shn&e e | S| BY| 85| 109y T2| 26| 44| 9| 22| 32| &E| B2
10 24 58 | 121 28 28 T a3 15 16 | 7 307
l:emlmtm not usu:l 81| 180 | =00 887 | a7 142 | 2907 45 | 101 | 158 | 104 | 2,714
Cot inuse ... 93| TO| 148 182 | 219 8Y | 120 =22 62 B4 87 | 1,188
Improperl 881 18| 22 206 16 15 e 16 | 21 15 173
N g 8 7 2 8 1 R | 1 31
Wasting ... ... 5 2 1 5 7 8 SEEe 4 4 35
I 1
Sekool Children. [ ' |
Number of Visits ... we | BBL| 205 | S04 | 242 [1,121 | €85 | O56 | 486 | o022 | 636 | 815 | 6,979
Number of Children "lrmlﬂl e | 1,840 84 | 1.4960 | H05 1,807 |1.334 986 | 253 260 720 | 2464 (11,321
Heads Uleerated or Verminous ... a2 5| 10| 90 57 05 37| 26 a3 7 e &
\Ieglec.beﬂ 10 1 23 11 a2 A 5| 2 B8 15 10 | 145
umial;ﬁla.c.l;on 2 8| 7 H] 10 Ba | ... fi 17T + | 140
ﬂl:.he iscases 7B b 23 19 57 i 8| 40 41 85 81| 410
' ' ' - | .
Hﬂﬂ-ﬂﬂg eets. = | ! | |
ﬂ 4 13 | 20 23 10 B | 14 13 | 110
]Jn-ty Rooms S | b 15 24, 51 i85 i 0 41 21| 60| B854
]]m;y Closets Bl s i 10 a7 tH g i 1 1T 85
-up Drains 1 1 k| Lil /i 1 3 1 ‘ 2 1 2 61
mt made to be opened 0 18] 11 50 11 1 L | e 1 35 141
Nu I'a.ntma or Unventilated B 2 a7 5 BB 0| . 14 1 19 950
Damp Houses f 14 15 S 47 o] [ S 1 1 | 114
Overcrowding 3 o 7 11 | 118 15| . 19 i 14 2
Minwives, [ ! z ' |
sier. ' s
umber of Inspections ... 13 6 66 42 it 42 4 15 24| 20| 872
Satisfactory .. e [ 21 17 17 20 20 3 G 11 1l 9o 161
H | ; | L] - 2 | [
‘Uns.utwlactmy 1 P ﬁ_ i b - (. 8 7 1 | 5
s |
Bﬂgnmmmq 13 21 16| 19 19 28 10 | (5} 14 9 8 | 1G5
Unsatisfactory i 2 fi 3 U 4 4 3| o
| | 1 |
Applianees.
Pamrr.mr:, | 12 ! 21| 18 20 N 25 | 0 5 18 10 81 162
En.sntnhrtnn i | e b o Rl R es ey 1 [ 1 5 g 3| 28
Cleanliness of Midwife {t-m.l:sfamlurv} 11| 21 20 19 16| 21 2 (o | B § il | 159
Cleanliness of House t‘ﬂtlhl"'ll:'t‘nt'}] | 11 | 21| =25 - | 24 20 | 0 T 14 11 11 | 158
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«8) Duﬁﬁ the year 1911, tubereulosis was made partially notifiable, in that Poor Law
ﬁhmhg and Hospital patients were, during part of the vear at least, notified to Sanitary
uthoritics, and on January 1st of this year, the notification of the discase became com-
ory by regulations of the Local Government Board. [ arranged’ with the Distriet
edical Officers of Health that the work of supervision of the infected cases should be
undertaken by the County Staff of Health Visitors. The majority of the cases notified
to the present time, have been visited and such arrangements made as were possible
in the absence of any scheme for Sanatorium or other treatment.  Much good has been
effected in this way. Arrangements have been made for patients in many ihstances
to have bedrooms to themselves, and advice has been given on the most im nt
points likely to spread the infection from the sick to the healthy in the household. Leaflets
explaining in simple lan n#l& what can be done, have been distributed, and these have
also been explained, while in some few instances talks to mothers have been given, and
also some in the Schools to elder children on the means to be taken to prevent infection.
It will thus be seen that owing to the fact that in Warwickshire we have had the ad-
vantage of a Staff of Health Visitors, and also have liad—s ing generally—the kindly
co-operation of the Distriet Councils and their Staffs, much has been done in the way
of prevention and amelioration.  The passing of the Insurance Act, however, has com-
Ebtel altered the aspect of affairs, and under the provisions of this Act, Sanatorium
1 50 called—will be provided for all insured persons and in some instances for
their dependants, and as this will mean that the great bulk of pulmonary tuberculosis
existing falls on the insured classes, accommodation will be necessary for these, which
can easily be extended to deal with the other existing cases, so thaf a real and success-
ful crusade can be undertaken to prevent what is now the most wide spread and fatal of
the known preventible diseases. ' '

(9) It is obvious on consideration that it would be false cconomy to deal with a large

oportion of cases and to neglect the small number not coming within the Act, because

%Eﬂ infections disease the scheme would lack that completeness necessary for success

in t a considerable quantity of wide spread infective material would still remain, and

be eapable of setting up infection owing to the want of observation and control of the
infecting individuals.

{10) Coming now to the question of dealing with the problem, it is necessary to consider
our local conditions, especially area and population, in relation to the recommendations
of the chnﬂmmhl Committee, npproved as they have been by the Loeal Government
Board. he following are the heads in the Committee’s Report of a scheme which is to
form the basis of an attempt to deal with the problem :—

(1) That it should be available for the whole community.

(2) That those means which experience has proved to be most effective should be
adopted for the prEvENTION of the discasc.

(8) That a definite orsaxizaTion should exist for the pereEcTION of the disease at -
the carliest possible moment.

(4) That within practicable limits the best methods of TeEaTMENT should be avail-
able for all those suffering from the disease.

(8) That, concurrently with the measures for prevention, detection, and treatment,
provision s be made for increasing the existing knowledge of the disease,
and of the methods for its prevention, detection, and cure by way of RESEARCH.

{11) The Report proceeds to show that in County Areas, the County Council, with or
without the co-operation of County Boroughs within their arca, s generally be the
authority to deal with the matter. This I think on the face of it is essential.  When
I come later to deal with details it will be obvious, T believe, that the efficient and
economical working of any scheme depends upon the area being large and populous, and
it will be impossible for !J;:nl Sanitary Authorities to efficiently and economically deal
with the subject in their own areas. The same remarks apply to the smaller nty

5. Unless combination occurs, there will be of necessity a good deal of over-
lapping and wasteful expenditure, joined to a minimum of clficiency.

J(12) In Warwickshire as it at ent exists, our population is just over 800,000. Within
its geographical area are two Cgﬁt:,r Boroughs, namely the Cities of Birmingham and
Coventry. Birmingham is situated at the extreme north-west corner, Coventry almost
in the centre of the County. ~ Birmingham, with its population of nearly a million, is
self-contained, and it is a question whether or not' under any circumstances advantage
wonld acerue to Birmingham or to the County by any combination for this purpose.
The case of Coventry is different. Coventry has a population of just over mﬂ.%—” —too
small a population for the provision of an economical and effective tuberculosis dispen-

: nited with the County area, however, the population will exceed 400,000, and
this I think will be a4 very convenient size for the purposes of administration.






(20)

4

.- I have before stated that there is no Sanatorium at present cxisting in the County.
It is well known, however, that as a memorial to our late King, a County Committee
been formed for the purpose of erecting a Memorial Sanatorium. A very admirable

.Ilté'ilu been abtained not far from Stratford-on-Avon, somoewhat limited in aren, and

a sum of money has been raised —exeeeding £7,000.  Though the Sanatorium Committee
only to erect in the first instance a small Sanatorium, I can sée no reason why

“the altered conditions produced by the National Insurance Act should not allow a con-

siderable extension, so that this Sanatorium might be made for the purposes of treatment,
the County Sanitorium, and this I think might be done with advantage to both bodies,
while the distinguishing memorial characteristic might be retained. The advantage of

~ this would be that the money raised in the County would be available for the pur{nmu

“21)

‘of treatment and edueation, and that in this way the finanecs of the County won

id bhe
benefitted and general efficicncy inerensed,

In addition, however, to the aceommodation provided, ecrtain other hospital beds
as they are termed in the Committee’s Heport, will have to be provided. In the first
instance at least, 1 think this might be economically done by utilizing several of the

© small itals, which For Lo erinds ave of necessity not required, for treatment of
pox ng p b |

-(22)

«(28)

chronic cases. The advantages are that these could take cases locally, and thus these

chronie, and in many instances serious cases, would not be removed too far from the
ministrations of their friends. '

Arrangements would also be made—probably from the tubereulous dispensaries—
for loaning of shelters for suitable cases, to patients where there was room for erection

in gardens, ete., and in this way a cheap and effective means of preventive and curative
treatment could be established,

As regards finances, T have  already referred to the utilization of the proposed

. Memorial Sanatorium. In addition the Local Government Board are prepared —after
*  inquiry and approval—to adopt the financial arrangements made by the Committee, in

(24)

(25)

«(26)

Y to the distribution of the actual Grant under the Finance Aet, 1011, For England
there is about £1,000,000 available for the purpose.  In their circular letter the HBoard
state they wish to urge the great importance of Recommendation 7 of the Report, namely,
that in the crecting or adapting of institutions, pretentious or extravagant buildings
must be avoided. Before making the grant the Board will desire to be satisfied as to
the necessities of the area, the character of the provision proposed to be made, and ns to
its relation to any general scheme.  The question of combining with the authorities of
neighbouring areas must also have received adequate consideration. Any applications
for ts which are made otherwise than by the Couneil of & County or County Borough,
ahmmn transmitted to the Board through the Council in order that the Board may be
satisfied that any proposals for providing treatment will form part of a satisfactory general
scheme,

In the Report of the Departmental Committee under the head of Financial Recom-
mendations, the Committee state—and the Local Government Board have agreed to }I.‘LIS
—that they will provide a sum not exceeding £90 per bed.  If the scheme of the King
Edward l[mmrinlwgummittec can be altered and re-arrangements made suitable for the
needs of the County, it appears to me that the sum to be obtained from the Finance
Act provisions, will be sufficient to pay the whole of the capital charges for the provision
of Sanatoria in the County.

As regards the Dispensaries, the Committee state that the cost should not be more
than £250 to £850, and they propose to give £1 per 750 of the population, as a grant for
the establishment of these institutions [ would like to !.mint out, however, that in
County aress this does not appear to me to be a fair provision. In populous County
Borou I think the provision is fair and reasonable, but taking into considera-
tion the much smaller population which can be dealt with at a dispensary in Rural Dis-
tricts, the provision is insufficient, and I think that a representation of this fact x.h_nuld e
made by the County Couneil through the County Councils’ Association, or otherwise.

As regards maintenance, the Report of the Committee states that only Medical
Officers of experience, at salaries of at least £500 per annum, should be :t|:r'Emmtm_:i.. In
addition to mmuh Dispensary will require a nurse, who, in conncction with our
system of County Couneil health visiting, should be dealt with in aceord with our general

tem. In other words, any Nurses required should be an inecrease to our
County neil Staff, in order to ensure co-ordination and efficiency, and prevent over-

lapping.
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. WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY ,COUNCIL.

NATIONAL INSURANCE ACT, 1911.

- . PREVENTION AND TREATMENT OF TUBERCULOSIS.

FURTHER REPORT BY THE COUNTY MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTIL

(1) I blH( to hand you herewith a further report as to the steps which in my opinion

- may be taken to deal with Tuberculosis in the County of Warwick in connection with
the National Insurance Act, 1911.

(2) In my Memorandum dated June 5th last, T dealt with the Aet itsell, the Report
of the Astor Committee, and also with the Report issued by the Loeal Government
Board. Much that I stated there, however, need not be repeated, but should be read
in connection with this present report. It was not until the 6th inst. that the Local
Government Board issued their Circular to County Councils, and County Boroughs,

* Schemes for Institutions]l Treatment of Tuberenlosis,” and in that they definitely agreed
what proportion’ of the expenditure would be provided by the Board.

«{8)  The idea of the work to be undertaken is to deal by a complete scheme with the
cure and prevention. of Tuberculosis existing within the area, and although the Insurance
Aet onl vides for dealing with people who are insured, it is very important to bear
in mind that much of the money expended and the work done would be of little com-
parative value to the eause of Public Health, unless means were also taken to deal with
other eases known to exist. The reason for this is obvious. Pulmonary Tuberculosis
or Phthisis is now known, to a great extent at least, to be due to infection from infected
persons, and to deal only with Insured persons and leave other sources of infection
undealt with, would obviously be a proceeding both unscientific and wasteful.

o4} In the County of Warwick a great deal has been done.  The Sanitary Committee

for some time past been imbued with the importance of co-ordinating the Publie

Health work of the County, and has had a system of Health Visiting, the most complete

at the present time in any County arca.  Since notification of Pulmonary Tuberculosis

has been instituted, nearly all the eases have been visited, and during the present year

we have hundreds of records, not only of the eases themselves, but of the conditions

under which they live; and this, of course, has led not only to much ameliorative work

in the vision of medieal attendanee, but also to the removal of many Sanitary defects
which favour the spread of the disease.

5} On January 1st, notifieation of Pulmonary Tuberculosis came into foree, and during
the year 1 have arranged with the District Medical Officers to supply me with a listhn‘f the
cases notified. The visiting has been chiefly in the hands of the women Health Visitors,
but they have acted with the Local Sanitary Officers, and in a large number of instances
provision has been made for the supply of sputum flasks and disinfectants as occasion
required, while many damp, dark, and dirty houses have had defects remedicd, thus
making for the welfare of patients and others.

ELi] Before considering what is necessary in the way of a complete scheme, it became
nt to determine the facilities for treatment and prevention already existing i

the County. I found that there was no Sanatorium situated within the administrative
aren.  During the summer, however, a part of the Infectious Diseases Hospital at Tuttle
Hill, Nuneaton, was converted by the Borough Council into a Sanatorium, where about
12 patients can be received. At Harbury two shelters were creeted privately, WI'_ul-: at
other places shelters have been supplied, notably by the Southam District Council and
one or two other bodies or private persons. he General Hospitals in the County, of
which there are several, also do something, not only for cases of Pulmonary Tubereulosis,
but for other eases of Tuberculosis, and in the past the work as far as it has gone has
been of great value. It must be borne in mind, too, that Pulmonary Tuberculosis in
persons coming under the Poor Law is dealt with by the Poor Law Guardians, and in
some of the Unions very good areangements have been made to cope with the disease
among Paupers,  The vast majority of patients in the County have, however, had to
rely on private treatment by medical men until the last three or four months, when
practically every insured person who has applied for Sanatorium benefit has received
treatment, institutional or domiciliary.  Such then is the condition of affairs existing at



2

the present time. I believe about 50 patients are under treatment by the Provisional
Insurance Comumittec, but although every bona-fide person who has applied has been
dealt with, the great majority of existing cases have not been officially treated.  The
first important step after determining the available means for treatment, is to form an
estimate as far as possible of the number of cases to be treated.  During the last three
vears 1 find that the number of deaths from Pulmonary Tuberculosis in the existing
County arca has been as follows :—in 1909, 186 ; in 1910, 227 ; and in 1911, 232, The
population at the present time I provisionally estimate at about 305,000. It is, of
course, impossible to tell the exact number of cases existing, because for many reasons
notifications have not been made guite as they should be. It is gencrally agreed, how-
ever, that if we multiply the average number of deaths by four, a very fair estimate of
cases will be obtained.  Taking the average deaths at 220, this would give, say roughly,
000, and I think this may be reasonably taken as a fairly accorate mm . In no
district in the County is the disease especially rife, nor is the rate for Phthisis particularly
high in the County. The death-rate of 1911 having been 0:77, one rather below the
average of the Country as a whole, It must not be understood that provision has to
be made for all these cases, some occurring in well-to-do people will be dealt with by
the resources of the family, while the Poor Law will be charged with the treatment of
those for whom it is responsible.

{7) I would next say a word or two on the methods to be adopted. I am afraid
that in the past a very large number of sufferers have believed that under the Act they
were to receive treatment for prolonged periods in institutions commonly called * Sana-
toria.””  There can be no doubt that this has been led up to by the term used in the
Act,—** Sanatorium Benefit,”—but the Report of the Astor Committee, and of the various
Memoranda issued by the Government Departments, distinctly show that though the

Sanatorium is to be an important factor in dealing with cases, it is not the most important
one.

18) In my Memorandum of June last, I disenssed at le the factors of a scheme,
and you may remember I pointed out that the Tuberculosis Dispensary was the most
important, and was the firsf unit of the scheme, and I there stated that the functions of

the Tubcreulosis Dispensary were set out as follows in the Astor Committec’s Report,
vig :—

(1) Receiving House and centre of diagnosis.
(2) Clearing House, and centre for observation,
(8) Centre for Curative Treatment.

(#) Centre for the examination of eontacts,
(5) Centre for after-care,

(6) Information Bureau and Educational Centre.

(9) The second unit of the scheme is the Sanatorium, and according to modern ideas,
its chief function is not only treatment, but Education on the one hand, and as a means
of ohservation for a period of patients, until the character of treatment is ascertained.
In addition also, accommodation must be provided for certain advanced cases, whose
hope of cure is extremely slender, but who are a to their relatives and friends
in the condition in which they would otherwise live. he Astor Committee also
that provision would have to be made for a certain number of Hospital Beds, as
were termed.  In addition, domiciliary treatment will also be given in the homes of
people, and this is provided for in arrangements already made under the Act.
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{10) Before dealing with particulars of the scheme as applicable to the County, I would
point out that in my provisional Memorandum, I suggested the advisability of the City
of Coventry joining with the County Council in forming a scheme, on the ground that

this would lead, as suggested in the Astor Committee's Report, to greater efficiency at

a diminished cost. It is obvious that il comparatively small Bodies originate Schemes,

both the capital cost and the cost of maintenance will be relatively more than if a lnrs::

Scheme be adopted for both Bodies, This 1 believe is equally true as regards

Dispensary as well as the Sanatorium. I have communicated with the City Medieal

Officer of Health for Coventry, and have discussed with him the general principles of the

Scheme to be instituted, and I have reason to believe that, subject to terms bei

arr » the City Council will favourably consider the proposal of joint working wi

the nty Council.
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PROPOSED SCHEME,
FIRST UNIT.—THE DISPENSARY.

(11) L'lmliﬁ first with the Tuberculosis Dispensary, one cannot help but be struck by
the iner difficulty of dealing with Tuberculosis in a large County area, with a seattered
FDINI_IBH?H. compared with a large town, with a vast population, but a small area.

think it must be taken for granted that it should be reasonably possible for each case
to be dealt with,—to be seen at all events, for many wecks, at least twice a week, at
the Dispensary. It follows from this, therefore, that the Dispensarics must be in such
a position that they can be easily reached by patients.  In the Astor Committee's Report
it was suggested that one Dispensary will be required for every 130,000 to 200,000 people
or more, and this no doubt is perfectly true as regards large Cities,  In a County like
Warwick, however, such a Scheme could not be worked, and I have come to the eon-
clusion that it will be desirable to have one Central Dispensary, and several Branch

i _in different parts of the County. In mo other way eould treatment be
carricd out in actual practice.  After consultation with Dr. Sxewr, I consider that the
Central Dispensary should be at Coventry, in charge of the Chief Tuberculosis Officer.
This would be available not only for the 100,000 people in the eity, but for several of
the County areas immediately around.  This will be the only Dispensary requiring a
reasonably full equipment. The other Branch Dispensaries will be required, I think,

at the following —Atherstone, Glascote, Sutton Coldfield, Solihull, Nuneaton,
Leamington, , Southam, Aleester, and Stratford-on-Avon.
{12) It will be scen that this covers the County fairly well, having regard to geographical

position as well as means of communication. Tt will be noted that there is no branch Dis-
Er_nm_rjr south of Stratford. but the number of cases to be dealt with in the Brailes Rural

istrict is so0 small that I consider these can be dealt with better probably by loeal
practitioners in consultation with one of the Tuberculosis Officers. rﬁl these Branches
would be very simple in character, and at all events in the majority of instances could
be held at some cottage or similar building where a eouple of rooms were available.

SECOND) UNIT.—THE SANATORIUM.

(18) In my preliminary memorandum I called attention to the fact that the Astor Com-
mittee suggested that one bed should be provided for every 5,000 of the population, and
that Sanatoria should not be of less size than 100 beds.  The object of this T&ttur proviso
being to reduce capital expenditure and cost of maintenance. In Warwickshire on this
basis we should require 60 beds, or with the addition of Coventry, 80 beds, and although
this is rather below the number suggested as desirable, T am of opinion that a very good
workable and reasonably cheap Sanatorium eould be erceted of this size. In connection
with this, I may point out that there is in existenee in Warwickshire a Committee formed
for the purpose of raising a Memorial Sanatorium to His late Majesty King Edward VIL
This Committee has collected about £7,000, and has obtained a suitable site near Stratford-
on-Avon, No steps have yet been taken to creet a Sanatorium, the Committee wisely

* holding their hands, waiting for developments under the National Insurance Act. The
idea of the Committee was to erect a small instructional Sanatorium of about 20 beds,
amd although the money colleeted would be sufficient to creet the Sanatorium, funds for
maintenance have not been forthcoming, and it would seem that at the present time,
owing to the provision of Banatorium Benefit, that there may be a difficulty in securing
these. Tt seems to me, thercfore, that subject to eertain conditions, it would be very
desirable for this Institution—if erected—to be utilized as the Central Sanatorium for
Tuberculosis work in Warwickshire. I am only suggesting this as possible, providing
the Memorial character of the Institution be fully maintained, and that the management
be retained in the hands of the Memoriasl Committee. From enquiries I have made
I belicve there will be no difficulty in carrving this out, but at the present time I am
waiting a reply to definite questions from the Loeal Government Board. If arrange-
ments can be made satisfactory to all parties, a preat advantage will acerue to the County
as a whole. The Memorial eould still be erected, and the Institution extended to a size
more economically workable, and the money raised for the purpose of dealing with Tuber-
culosis, utilized to the greatest advantage. In addition to this, however, it would he
advisable to make arrangements with one or two of the local authorities to open their
Smallpox Hospitals, on terms to be agreed upon, for the treatment of Tuberculosis
paticnts. The Smallpox Hospital at Bramcote is admirably situated in every respect,
and could accommodate from 20 to 80 paticnts, while, as I have before stated, accommo-
dation now exists at Nuneaton, and 1 believe arrangements might be made in one or
two other places in the County.

(14} Staff.—The Sanatorium would, of course, be stafled as necessary. [ have already
referred to the appointment of a Chiel Tuberculosis Oficer. To work the Branch Dis-
pensaries I think two Assistant Officers would be required, while in addition, one Nurse,
would be n at the Central Dispensary, The work in conneetion with the Branch
Dispensarics would be done by the present Health Visiting Staflf, and in this connection
I may state that the position of Warwickshire is extremely fortunate.
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15) Finance.—Accurate financial estimates under existing circumstances arc extremely
difficult to form, but I think having rc?arﬂ to the information 1 have been able to abtain
from other sources, that the following figures may be taken as reasonably accurate.

(16) As regards Capital Expenditure, the Local Government Board have aleeady laid

down what they are prepared to do. I referred to this in paragraphs Nos. 23 to 27 in
my previous Report. 1 may again state, however, that they have agreed to provide a
sum not exceeding £90 per bed for each one in the Sanatorium, and supposing 80
are to be erected, this figure will reach £7,200. With the £7,000 colleeted by the Mem-
orial Committee, if this suggestion comes to a head, there will be, T believe, sufficient
money to erect and furnish the Central Sanatorium, so that under this head there would
be no charge for Capital Expenditure on the County.

(17) As regards the Dispensaries the matter is rather different. The Astor Committee
suggest that the cost should not be more than £250 to £350 each. This, I think, should
be ample for the Central Dispensary, while if rooms were rented in cottages, or in other
places, for the oceasional use as Branch Dispensaries, nothing would be required but a
comparatively small sum for furnishing these. The Committee suggested that £1 per
750 of the population should be made as a grant for the establishment of these Institu-
tions. This would give us a grant of about £330, but in the Heport it is suggested that

a much smalier population than the one they name could only be dealt with in Rural
Districts, end, thercfore, 1 think it is probable that other and better terms might be

arranged.
{18) Annual Expenditure.~The chicf items coming under this head arc as follows —
£
Sanatorinm—80 beds at 30s. per week s e 8,000
Maintenance of Hospital Beds (20) ... e L3OO
One Tubcereulosis Officer (Salary) .. i ars 500
Two Assistant ditte (Salary) et s GO
One Nurse (Salary) 100
Travelling Fxpenscs ot 2010
Rent, Cleaning, ete., of Tuberenlosis Dispensaries ... 400
Tubereulin and Drugs axs 500
Incidentals 200
£10,000
(19) Supposing the arrangements are made with Coventry on a population basis, the

City would pay rather more than a fourth, say £2,500, leaving a net annual cost to the
County of £7,600.

(20} It is difficult to estimate the exact percentage of Insured ns in the County.
If we ealculate on having the average of Insured persons in ¥ arwickshire as for the
rest of the population of the country, the number of Insured will probably be 94,000,
For cach of these, out of the sum of 1s. 8d. provided, 8d. will be available, thus allowing
¢d. for domiciliary treatment and 1d. for Working Expenses ; therefore the sum available
from the Insurance Committee will be £8,180, a sum insufficient to vide Sanatorium
Benefit for all Insured persons. Taking this figure, however, as available, it will be seen
that deducting it from £7,500, the amount for which the County Council would be re-
sponsible would be £4,870.

(21) In their eircular letter of December 6th, the Local Government Board

promise to pay 50 per cent. of the deficiency, and this would amount on the ahove
estimate to £2.183, therefore the cost to the County would be a similar figure. It is
obvious, however, that, looking so far ahead, many minor expenses must oceur, such as
printing, postage, and other matters, and T think it desirable to put down at least £600
under this head, so that the County would be responsible, for o figure which may be
roughly set down as an annual expenditure of £2,500. To this must be added interest
and sinking fund on moneys expended for Capital Expenditure in connection with Dis-
pensaries, which under the terms I have suggested may be taken perhaps as £1,000 at
8} per cent., say £85, giving a grand total of £2,585.

(22) If the arrangement I have suggested as possible as regards the utilization of the

Memorial Sanstorium did not mature, then there would be an addition to the Capital
Expenditure of about L4000, that iz supposing the cost per bed averages £150, and with
Interest and Sinking Fund at 5 per cent., this would add another £220 to the annual
expenditure.



. {28) As a set off to this inerease on County Expenditure, it must be remembered that

x Tuberculosis, or Consumption, is responsible for more deaths in the County
than all the other Infectious Diseases taken together, while the amount of disqualification
of young adults and the loss of money thereby entailed is enormous. It is probably
an under statement to say that Phthisis costs the people of the County of Warwick eve
year £40,000, so that it is eminently desirable if possible, if a reasonable expenditure will
suffice, to do something to check the waste of human life and to promote local and national
eﬂlﬂtﬂuﬂ. We are content to spend very large sums annually in the isolation of Searlet
Fever, Diphtheria, and some ot] diseases, and knowing what we do now as to the
scientific means available for the prevention of Consumption, it seems only reasonable
that a scientifically based campaign should be undertaken to deal with the far grenter
scourge of Consumption, particularly so as a large sum of money must of necessity  be
gm:t in treating that portion of the community which eomes within the scope of the

ational Insuranee Act.

(24) It must of necessity take some time to complete all the arrangements, but [ am of
opinion that much might be done by the early appointment of a Tuberculosis Officer,
and T consider this Officer should be a member of the Staff of the County Medical Officer
of Health, this indeed being the view expressed by the Loeal Government Board. This

ent would allow of a still further co-ordination of general Sanitary work, and
would prevent m’ﬂ-hppilﬁcﬂnﬂ permit of the utilization of much work now being done
by the Sanitary Staff. The Tuberculosis Officer would be available as Adviser to the
Insurance Committee, and no doubt a grant from that Committee wonld be made for
his services. After his appointment, he should take early steps for organising the most
important units of the Scheme, namely the Dispensary and its corollary of Tuberenlin
treatment, and in that way earry on and complete the good work already being ACCOMp-
lished by the Provisional Insurance Committee,

It will be necessary, too, toenter into negotiations with the City Council of Coventry,
i while the views of the King Edward Memor Committee must be ascertained,

{26) As regards Domiciliary Treatment, County Councils are not empowered to undertake
this, but the matter appears to be much simplified by the retention of 6d. out of the
1s. 8d. per Insured person for this purpose,

(Signed}—A. BOSTOCK HILL, M.Sc., M.D.,

County Medical Officer of Health,
17th December, 1012,

‘THE GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL reported on the
above as follows :—

National Insurance Aet, 1911,
Prevention and Treatment af Tuberculosis.

We have reecived and considered the County Medical Officer of Health’s further
report on this subject printed above. His former report is the one referred bo in para-
graph 4 of our report of July last. From this it appears that if the Council decide to
midn sanatoria and other institutions for the treatment of Tuberculosis, and are anthor-

by the Local Government Board to do sa, and if satisfactory arrangements can be
made with Coventry, the King Edward Memorial Committee, and the County Insurance
Committee, it may fairly be estimated that no eapital expenditure would fall on the County
rates for providing the Central Sanatorium, that the capital expenditure for providing
the Central and Branch Dispensaries may be estimated at £700 to £800, and that the
share of the annual expense that would fall on the County rates would be about £2,600,

ual to about three-eighths of o penny in the £. We desire to draw the special attention

the Council to ph (8) of the report, which points out the importance of treating
for tuberculosis not only insured persons but also uninsured persons, and to considerations
suggested in paragraph (28) of the County Medical Officer’s report showing the serious
loss to the County involved from tuhercufasin

At a QUARTERLY M NG OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL, held on the 25th January,
1918, it was resolved :—

That the Scheme for the provision of the Sanatorium and Central and Branch
Dispensaries for the treatment of Tuberculosis, outlined in the County

ieal Officer of Health's Report, be provisionally approved, subject to
satisfactory arrangements being made with the Exchequer, the City of
Coventry, the King Edward Memorial Committee, and the County Insurance
Committee,












