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15.  Buarirox.—I am again able to record the cutire absence of mortality from this disease. Ounly
one case was notified, and that in Aleester. The patient was a soldier returning from India on a
troop-ship and beeame infected during the voyage. Full details dre given in the summary of the Report
on the Alcester district. Tt is very satisfactory that the measares taken by the District Medical Officer
of Health were such as prevented any spread of the disease.

16. Measzies.—1 am [llr.wd to be able to report that the mortality from this infantile disease has
bean greatly reduced in the year under review. The total number of deaths in the whole of the County
was 31, compared with 105 in 1907. Among the Urban Districts, in only one was it markedly prevalent,
and that was the small district of Bulkington, where no less than seven deaths were registered out of the
twenty of the whole of the Urban Districts. In the Borough of Warwick too it was also somewhat
fatal, though the incidencs was not nearly so preat as in Bulkington. In the Rural Districts, Tamworth
was the only one to suffer unduly and seven fatal cases ocoured in this district.

17.  Though Measles is a disease which exacts a large toll on infant life, it is one very difficult to deal
with, chiefly on the ground that it is most infectious before the symptoms allow of its definite diagnosis.
When therefore one case is introduced into a school it s very apt to spread to all who have not suffered
from it, consequently schools are closed on account of its prevalence more frequently than in the case
of any other diseass.  As it is not notifiable, it is chiefly from school teachers that any idea of its prev.
alence or otherwise can be obtained, and T am in hopes that the extension of hvgienie work to the
achools, necessitated by Medical Inspection, will do something in the way of affording additional
information which may be used to cope with epidemics of Measles.

18, BoarLET FEvER.—This disease has shown a slightly inereased mortality, though the prevalence
of the diseass has been less, for anly 1,073 cases were notified, compared with 1,079 in the previous vear
and 1,276 in 1806. The prevalence is much more marked in the Urban than in the Rural Districts,
66D cases being notified in the former and 374 in the latter. The disease showed its greatest prevalence
in Erdington having regard to the population, no less than 199 cases having been notified here. 1t
was also somewhat prevalent in Aston Manor, where 261 cases were notified, which however compares
VEry :hwunh\lrr with the 345 of the preceding vear. The arca immediately round Birmingham was
congiderably affected during the antumn of the year.

19, In the Bural Districts, Selibull, Boutham, and Tamworth showed the largest number of cases,
while there was but little prevalence in Foleshill and Rughy. On relerence to the chart appended to
Report, it will be seen that the maximum of the cases occurred in the forty-seventh week of the year
when forty-one were notified. In the previons year the maximum occurred in the forty-fourth week,
when forty-seven cases were notified. On looking through a series of Charts it is extraordinary how
the prevalence of the disease i8 connected with a particular period of the vear, and one might
almost within very few cases prophesy the number of cases of Bearlet Fever likely to be notified
in the Connty in any particular week.

), Hearlet Fever casea are received into the Aston Manor Infectious Hospital, where the discase

 assumed & much more severe type than that observed of late years, Mr. May as Medical Officer
to the Hospital remarks on the differences of type, unil this is worthy of being borne in mind when it
is alleged, as is often the case, that Scarlet Fever has become so mild a disease that expensive measures
of isolation are not necessary. The public are undoubtedly te be congratulated on the milder type
of Searlet Fever experienced of late vears, but there is no evidence at all that even given the improved
conditions now obtaining as regards Sanitation, that the type will continually become milder, or even
remain mild.

a1, Dippraeria axp Meunpaxovs Croves.—1am pleased to be able to report that there have
been considerably fewer cases of these two diseases than in either of the preceding years, though as a
matter of faet, the cases which did cecur were more virulent in type as the mortality was pomewhat
higher. During the year 480 cases were notified, compared with 531 and 508 in the two previous years.
The number of fatal cases however has been T1, compared with 52 and 68 in the two previous years,

99, In the Urban Districts, cases have occurred in every one except Bulkington, while in the Rural
Districts the only ones which escaped were Coventry, Nuneaton and Monks Kirby, cach of which
is small, with a population under 2,000,
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eleared up elinically, no eases should be allowed to mix with others, or to return to achool, nntil two
or three swabs have been taken from the throat and negative results obtained, while all carrier cases
should also be treated as possibly infective, until swabs taken from them yield negative results. In
addition, every District Council should lay in & small stock of anti-toxin for use for patients whoss
pecuniary position is such that they cannot afford to pay for it themselves. When the outbreak
has oceurred among several children attending an elementary sehool, the throats of all children in
the same class at least, should be bacterially examined, and if found to be either suffering, or acting
as carriers, should be isolated at home or in hospital. Disinfection under proper modern scientifie
conditions should be carried out after patients have recovered. If such a system were generally
adopted throughout the whole of the Country, I am sure it would be possible to effect an cnormous
saving of life, and of misery which aften follows outhreaks of this insidious disense.

32. I am pleased to say that a good deal of work in the direction T have mentioned is being done.
Anti-toxin is now supplied by the following Couneils:— Aston Manor, Erdington, Leamington, Nuneston,
Btratford-on-Avon, Hutton Coldfield, Aleester, Castle Bromwich, Foleshill and Tamworth.

~ 33 Iam also in hopes that in conneetion with the Inspection of Schools, which is now taking place,
much may be done to prevent the spread of this disease, and that means likely to be effactive should be
utilised, for lessening the incidence of a disease so fatal is something worth achieving, even though the
efforts necessary to effect it require much care from all concerned.

. Wroorixe Covan.—This 18 one of the discases which remains an opprobrinm to the sanitarian.
Almost regularly, year by vear, its fatality oscillater with great rogularity. One year the deaths
are few, but next almost certainly there is a great rise.  The number of deaths from it in 1908 was 99,
while in the previons vear it was only 44, but in 1906 it was a8 high as 100, The reason i, as I
have previously stated. that it 13 a disease affecting very young children and consequently as fresh
children are born into the world and reach their second year, new material is introduced susceptible
to the virue. It is a highly infectious disease and that fact was accentuated in 1908 by the fact that
78 deaths oecurred in the more clesely populated Urban Districts, compared with 21 in the Rural
Districts. The chief Iatality cccurred in Aston Manor, no less than 52 out of the 78 deaths oceurring
in that Borough. In no other District as a matter of fact did the deaths reach double figures. In
the Rural Districts, Foleshill and Southam were the only twe where more than two deaths oceurred.
A large proportion of these deaths are avoidable but they will continue until the psrents learn the
elemoents of hygienic prevention.

a6, Feven, meorvoixe Tyemom axp oreer coxTisvpn Fevers—Nothing in the Sanitary
history of the County is of more interest than the prevalence or otherwise of Fever, because of all
gtatistical resufts which can be taken as an index, the Continued Fever rate 18 undoubtedly the best,
It is therefore with great pleasure that I can record this year, not only a continuation of the decrease
of the Fever rate as I have been able to do in previous years, but can state that the Death-
rate and the sumber of cases notified, are the lowest ever recorded in the Banitary history of
the County. The total number of deaths from all types of Continned Fever is 12, The number of
cases notified was 66 compared with 122 and 190 in the two provious years, both of which were lower
than in the majority of past years.

36, Of the 12 deaths notified, no leas than 11 ocouered in the Urban Districts, § of them, or nearly
one half, being in the Borough of Nuncaton. The solitary death in the Rural Districts eccurred also
in the Rural District of Nuncaton. As regards cases, of the 66 altogether notified, 43 oconrred in the
Urhan and 23 in the Rural Districts. Eleven cases altogether were notified in the Borough of Nuneaton,
which with 5 deaths, shows a mortality of between 40 and 50 per cent. The greatest prevalence
in the Rural Districta was shown in the Rugby District, where 6 of the 23 cases ocourred.  Allowing
however, for the difference of population, Boutham with 3 cases had almost as high a record.

37. 1 have dealt with the details of the cases in the summary of the Reports of the Distriet Medieal
Officers of Health. It must not be forgotten that Southam suffered from a much greater epidemic
prevalence in the previous year, 18 cases having been reported, this, looking at the origin of the disease,
so frequently associated as it is with polluted water sapply, points to the importance of the efforts
now being taken by the Southam District Council to improve the general conditions of the water supply
of large portions of their area.
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Diaseiga.—The total number of deaths registered from this fatal infantile disease was 110,
compared with £2 in the previons year. In 1906, however, the number was 315. Diarrheea in its
epidemic form must not be mistaken for that unpleasant symptom so often associated in adults with
varipns complaints. It is a disease in its epidemic form associated with high temperature,
almost entirely sttacking—that iz with fatal results—echildren under one year of age. 1t is due to one
or more organisms, chiefly associated with foul conditions of soil or house, and therefore nearly always
geen at its worst in crowded communities,

Of the 110 deaths, 66 ceenrved in the Urban Districts and 44 in the Bural Districts,  While the
chiel prevalenee in the Urban Districts was observed in the twe populous distriets of Aston
Manor and Xuneaton Borough. In fact, of the 66 deaths in the Urban Districts, 49 occurred in these
two places.  In the Rural Districts, of the 44 deaths, 33 cccurred in Atherstone and Foleshill, or to
put it in other words, in the whale of the Kural Districts, with a population of 166,000, there wera
44 deaths, of which 33 oeeurred in the two districts named with & population only of 38,178; 0 that
while in the Rural Districts as a whole, the death-rate was (28 per 1,000, in the two districts
mentioned the death-rate was 0-86, but il we take all the other Rural Districts exeluding thess two
and with a population of 117,000, we find that the death-rate from epidemic Diarrhoes was only 0-089
per 1,000, 2o that in these two partioular distriets where Diarrhoea was prevalent, the death-rate from
it exeeeded eight times that of the rest of the Ruml Districts and this in a year when the conditions
favourable to the propagation of the dizease were not specially marked. [ beg to call attention,
therefore, o the remarks made by the Medical Officer of Health for the Foleshill Rural District. He
gays = ° This is the one disease which causes me dissatisfaction; it is at a much higher figure than it
n]muM be. With a view to diminishing, if posaible, this mortality, I obtaimed permission from youor
Couneil to get warning notices printed and cireulated in Foleshill and Bedworth.” This notiee refors
to the importanee of boiling all milk used for infants; for storing it in a cool ventilated pantry in a
elean vessel protected from fies; for dealing with feeding bottles so that they may be used in a thnlj'
condition; and to the removal of manure heaps, midden contents, ete., which are to a large extent the
breeding place of flies.

410, Apropos of this, I may observe that the Inspector of Nuisances in his Report sayvs:— * Cnee

again, I have to complain of the small assistance 1 roceive from the people in the Parish of Bedworth
in this respeet. Although for sometime a box, in which a note may be placed when an ashpit requires
emptying, has been fixed, snsy of access to all, and notices have heen Puh]jslu:d broadeast, it i very
seldom wsed; but they expect me to find out each time the ashpits require attention, which is quite
impossible in a lange district like this, with the increased smount of work.” This points particularly
to the necessity of education of the people in elementary hygiene, and it is obvious that in the case of
the present residents this can only be done in practice by the Health visitors advising peopls in what
would seem to be such clementary matters of house hygiene,

In connection with this subject too, the Medical Officer of Health for the Borough of Aston Manor
reports that the Health visitor for that Borough informs him that in 79 of the 80 houses visited by ler,
whiere deaths from Diartheea had cceurred, the covering of milk and food stuffs was to her mind very
inadequately carried out, and that at least 44 houses were pestered with a great many flies.  Commenting
on this, Mr. May says:— * The results confirm facts previously noted in other towns, that mortality
was due to food or milk unsuitable, or contaminated either by infected duost or flies.™

42, Parmsiz axp oraee Toneecvear Disgases.—There have been o few more deaths from Phthisis

than in the previous vear, and the same remark applies to the deaths from other tubercular diseasss;
the death-rate however, owing to the increase of population is only 0:05 higher. As was the case in
the previous year, the death-rate was relatively higher in the Urban than in the Rural Districts, and in
the year 1008 the disparity was more marked than 1907. This of course is not surprising when we
consider that Urban conditions undouk tedly produce a stronger pre-disposition to the discase and guru

also more opportunities of spread.

43. T am particularly pleased that a good deal has been done during the year in endeavouring to

reduce the chances of infection. 1t is sometime ago since T made the suggestion that in all eases whers
deaths from Consumption are known to have occurred, that the premises where the deceased lived,
and the personal belongings, should be disinfected by the Sanitary Staff just as in the case of other
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Infectious discases. 1 find that at the present time many of the large districts adopt this procedurs,
and that in Aston Mancr, Erdington, Leamington, Stratford-on-Avon, Sotton Coldfield, Alcester,
Castle Bromwich, and Tamworth, disinfection is offered in all eases whers Phthisis has cansed morta lity.
Luminghm ﬁhﬂ Ta.mwmh HIBIU have Bdnpﬁlﬂi "I"l'.ll'l!n‘t-ll'[‘"!." I'I.'I:It-'iﬁmtni.{ill. hut. for reasons I have '[}m"i,uun]}'
given, particalarly in such districts as these, I do not think much walue is to be obtained from it,
unless it be by the education of the public. The Medical Officor of Health for Leamington, referring
to the offer of disinfection after deaths from Phihisis, says that most people refuse to accept it.  This
is unfortunate and T think special efforts should Be talen to urge the importance of this from the point
of view of public health. The work of the County Council Health Visitors has been continued, and in
all cases which come to their I:mwledge. vigits are made as clrenmstances permit, and leaflets issued to
the head of the house giving simple directions as to what means should be taken to protect the health
of the other inhabitants.

44.  Year by year I am struck by the fact that for the Conuty, Smallpox Hospitals are in existence
supplying the needs of every district, which happily for the population are but rarely needed. It
is now generally accepted, owing to the nature of Bmallpox infection, thet sueh Institutions must be
in readiness to receive the first case which happens to be imported, In many other districts I find
theae Institutions are put to a practical use as Banatoria for the treatment of cortain cases of Phthisis,
In inter-epidemic periods, the same thing might be done with much advantage and little cxpenss
in Warwickshire, The buildings exist and all that would be required in most of the Distriets would be
the provision of a small cottage into which the first case of Smallpox might be admitted while the
Consumptive cases were removed, so that the Hospital might receive any other Smallpox cases, should
the disease spread. I do not suggest that these Hospitals should be turned into Sanatoris in the fullest
gensa of the word but rather that they should be used as Institutions whers a limited number of people
might be instructed on the means best adapted for the eurs or retardation of the dizease, and for the
protection of the public health. It is a melancholy fact to record year after year that so large a pro-
portion of the deaths registered in the County are due to a disease which spreads entirely by infection,

45. In 1908, one out of twelve of all the deaths were due te Phthisis or other tubercular disease,
1f it could be once grasped that Phthisis was & preventible discase, and smight therefore be prevenied,
1 cannot but think that the public would make strenuovs efforts to avert those oft occurring tragedies
which are spreading lasting sorrow in so many families.

46, Among subsidiary causes tending to spread the disease, spitting in close rooms and spaces is
undoubtedly an important one, and 1 again trust that the police will render me a good deal of aid in
encouraging the exhibition of * Spitting Cards ™ in public house bars particulurly, as bacterial re-
search has shown a very grave danger may result from this filthy habit. Children too in the elementary
schools—boys particnlarly—should be discowraged in spitting, and should be made to understand,
us is quite possible, the effect the habit is likely to have on the health of those among whom they live.

47. At the end of this wear I am pleased to state that the Loeal Government Board issued an Order
making the notification of pauper cases compulsory. Though this in itself is o remedy somewhat
limited in its operation, vet it will do an immense smount of good in cducating public opinion to the
importance of the subject, and the undoubted extension, in time, when public opinion is ripe for it
of a general notification of all cases of pulmonary Phthisis.

48,  Cawcer—I am pleased to be able to record a further reduction in the number of deaths from
this disease, the number being 321, compared with 332 and 338 in the two previous years. Of these,
180 ocqurredin the Urban Districts (exactly the same figure as in the previous year), and 132 in the Rural
Districts, compared with 143. In the Urban districts, Leamington shows a very high mortality
due as one would naturslly expect, to the large number of elderly people to be found in a town of this
kind. In the Rural districts Brailes has o large mortality, whils Solilull has one considerably above
the average. The fear was expressed some years ago that cancer was a disease increasing very fast,
due possibly #o certain eonditions associated with civilization. It cannot he denied that there has heen
probally some increase, but speaking generally this is due, not to a greater prevalence of the disease,
but to two facts of importance, namely, that maore people are living to advanced ages tham formerly,
and are therefore more subject to the disease, it being a disease of after middle life, and secondly,
medical diagosis is improving and cases are now discovered which formerly were attributed to other

diseases,
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to the good work that is being accomplished. T am aware that Infant Mortality is being reduced
all over the eountry and that this reduction is largely due to the spread of knowledge, and to the in-
crease of humanity in dealing with children, but making full allowance for this, T am eonvineed that
we are showing better results than would have been attained had no such work been done, as that
which our Health Visitors are doing.

5T. T have been particularly pleased—eapecially of labe—in receiving reports from the Health Visitors,
that there can be no doubt whatever, that the conditions as to baby feeding and tending are being greatly
improved. I have been pleased to find from their reports that breast feeding of infants—particularly
in some districts—is undoubtedly becoming more common, and that attention is now paid to the leaflet
I issued some time ago, explaining to those who are compelled to feed their infants artificially, the best
way to rear them in a healthy manner,

58,  Out of the 836 babies visited by the Health Visitors during the year, no less than 504 were ori-
ginally breast fed. No doubt some of the mothers in these cases reverted to artificial feeding later,
but it is & great gain for the infant to be breast fed during the first few weeks of its life.

b9, Three great difficulties I find have to be dealt with, namely, the use of the long tube bottle; the
constant use of a * comforter "; and the habit of allowing infants to sleep with their parents. The
Health Visitors wage a constant war against the long tube bottle on account of the fact that it is utterly
impoesible for the best intentioned mother to keep such bottles in a cleanly state. In many districts,
howewver, the boat shaped tubeless bottle is obtained with diffieulty and I am quite convineed in my
my own mind, that chemists and others who sell such goods, would do the community and the nation
at lurge, o great service, if they were to push as far as possible, the tubeless bottle, and indeed, not scll
the objectionable and insanitary long tubed one. The * comforter " too, is an instrument of evil.
It is constantly put into a child's mouth to suck and this leads to indigestion, and in some cases to
deformity of the mouth, and add to that, that though covered with india rubber on the outside,
it ia generally made of & filthy, flufiy material, which becomes the home of septic organiams, and must
of necessity be prejudicial to the health of the child, In addition to this, the child often drops it on
to the floor and it is a common sight to aee it picked up by another child and placed in the baby's
mouth withont wiping.

B, I regret that comparatively little is being done in most parts of the County in persuading parents
to give a separate cot fo the infant. From every point of view this is very desirable and the Health
Vigitors are always willing to show how one can be made, both uselul and sightly, from a banana
box, at a cost of a few pence. In connection with this subject T would eall attention to a clause in
the Children's Act recently passed:—'* Where it is proved that the death of an infant under three Fears
of age was caused by suffecation (not being suffocation caused by disease or any foreign body in the
throat or air passages of the infant) whilst the infant was in bed with some other peraon over sixteen
vears of age, and that that other person at the time of going to bed was under the influence of drink,
that other person shall be desmed to have neglected the infant in a manner likely to canse injury to
the health within the meaning of this part of the Act."

61, I regret to find that with the exception of Aston Manor, as reported upon last year, no district
in the County has adopted the notification of Births’ Act. In many of the districts, to my mind,
this is a great misfortune, as much good might be done by the opportunities the Act would give for
discovering births immediately after they had taken place and thus allowing advice to be tendered
to mothers at an early date, in suitable cases,

A Somumary or Marrers ivrruescisa THE Pusric HEALTH, TO WHICH ATTENTION IS
prAwy 1% TiE Reronrts or tue Disteicr Mepican Orricers or HeavntTh.

82, As in the last few years, thanks to the courtesy of the Medical Officers of Health in the County
and also in the County Boronghs of Birmingham and Coventry, [ have received each Monday, the number
of cases of notifisble diseases, notified to them during the previons week., These have been tabulated,
and eirculated on the following day, so that a record has been kept cach week of the cases of notifiable
diseases throughout the whole area. Arrangements have been made between the County Medical
Officers of Health of all the Midland Counties to circulate these Returns among themselves, with the
consequence that each week, the condition of the large Midland area, as regards the prevalence of
infections disease, i3 known to all those who have to deal with the County arcas,
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(68, At the end of the year I wrote Dr. Reid, the County Medical Officer of Health for Staffordshise,
" and reecived from him the following reply:—* The following is the position with regand to sewage
disposal in Bouth Staffordshire within the Tame Watershed, except Tipton and Oldbury:—
“Wenxesnury.—Notwithstanding the good work they have already done, have just determined
to increase the filter area by 4,000 sq. yds., the work to be pushed on at once s0 as to affond
employment for the unemployed.

Bitsmox.—The new works have been for some time in operation, and only the other day I

had an exeellent effluent from the works.

Darcasvos.—Hitherto the effluent from Darlaston has been one of the best in the County,
but for some time it has been deteriorating, and 1 find that this arises partly from negligence
on the part of those in charge of the works and partly from the plant having got out of order
especially the foating arms of the precipitation tanks. Quite lately I wrote n very decisve letter
to the Burveyor with reference to the irregularities, and he is going to bring the matter before
the Couneil. 1 certainly shall not allow it to rest until it is put right.

WinLeNmALL.—Here the Local Government Board have been the canse of delay because they
refused to sanction a loan for new works until certain measures had been tricd to see whether
the area of land available would not with different management be sufficient for the purpose.
This I am now in a position to prove is not the case, and have made & representation to that
wffect to the District Council, peinting out that Loeal Government Board or no Local Govern-
ment Board, my Committoe will be compelled to take proceedings unless they push the Local
Government Board to grant the loan for the scheme which was submitted a year or two ago.
As n result of this action, plans have now been submitted and will be forwarded to the Loeal
Government Board immediately.

o Warsant.—The Walsall plans have been befoia the Board for & long time, but T expect tliey
have not yet made up their minds as regards the requirements sinee the Commissioner's fifth

Report was published.

West Brouwicn.—West Bromwich unfortunately had an accident a few months ago owing
to subsidence which fractured one of the main sewers, and for a time about half the sewage was
being turned into the stream without treatment. I had a communication from the Borough
Engineer, however, the other day informing me that the neeessary repairs had been executed,
and that the whole of the sewage of the Borough was now reaching the works,”

89.  As regards Tipton, I have made enquiries, and find that the scheme to which I referred last year
haa been sanctioned by the Local Government Board, and that the work has been commenced.
Oldbury is also engaged in extending and building other works.

70,  There can be no doubt that the chief offender at present, s the large County Borongh of Walsall,
and I shall look forward to an early commencement of the new works which are so important if the

[ River Tame is to become as it should do, liaving regard to the large expenditure in Warwickshire,

T1.  As regards the Avon, I may say at the owtset, that a great deal of attention has been paid to
it during the year. The new works at Rugby were, for the low level portion, completed in November,
and the high level portion has been completed since the end of the year, and both works are turning
out wery much improved elfluents.

72,  The works at Kenilworth have produced somewhat mixed results. As I have before described
them, they are scientifically designed and excellently earried out, and with proper management should
produce an ¢ffluent as good as any in the County. Practically on all the occasions when inspected,
I find that the effluent has been satisfactory, and if regard be taken to the peculiar conditions caused
by a large local industry, should prove quite satisfactory.

73. Further down the River we come to Coventty, a City at the end of the year with S0.000 mhabitauts,
The sewage works originally laid out by one of the leading enginecrs of the country, were for years
admirably adapted for producing s non-polluting effiuent. The city has now outgrown the works
and as I have pointed out in my Quarterly Reports, a deterioration has been shown in the general
results obtained, and the consequence is, particularly at storm times, that the River has shown
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2. I hear that the works both at Bedworth and Foleshill have on the whole been working satisfactorily.

83, At Polesworth, steps have now been taken to bring the much needed sewage scheme into being,

An lpplimiinn was made to the Local Government Board for sanction for a loan to carry ont thess
works, and though I believe some alterations have beon required by the Board, to bring the plans
into mf-nrmity with the ideas expressed in the Fifth Report of the Commissioners on the treatmentand
disposal of Sewage, yet, belore long the works will probably be commenced. The Injunction obtained
against the Atherstone District Council, by the County Council has again therefore been suspended
for twealve months,

8. The works at Hatton Asylom have been inspected on more than one oecasion during the vear,

and are producing an excellent non-polluting eflluent.

87.  The important event during the year, howewer, was the issue of the Fifth Report of the Royal

Commissioners on * Treatment and Disposal of Scwage” The Report was important, because it
has given a series of conelusions and recommendations dealing with sewage treatment. The majority
of these had already been adopted by those conversant with, and experienced in, modern methods
of sewage treatment, but the importance of the Beport lies in the fact that there iz no longer any
excusze for Local Authoritiea delaying works for remedying River pollution on the grounds that methods
of treatment are any longer in doubt. The main points in the recommendations refer to remowval of
suspended matters, sedimentation tanks, septic tanks, chemical precipitation, filters treatment of
sewage on land, factory and trade efluents, the treatment of storm water sewage at the works, separate
systems of sewers, and tests for sewage cfluents in relation to standards.  All these have been
very carefully considered, and I think it may be stated that the procedure of the County Couneil
during the lust ten years has been generally in accord with the recommendations now issued.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.

88.  During the year 41 Schools were elosed in the Administrative County on account of the prevalence

of infactious diseases, compared with 36 and 39 in the two previous years. Of these, 23, or more than
one half were on account of Measles, 5 on account of Bearlet Fever, 10 on account of Whooping Cough,
2 on account of Diphtheria and 1 on account of Chickenpox.

80,  The year has been noteworthy as being that in which the Elementary School came into close touch

with Public Health administration, in that the Administrative Provisions Act came into force. T
have in a separate Report dealt with the results of inspection and while it is too early to do more
than patiently investigate, I have no doubt that incaluable good will result, not only to the children,
but to the cause of Public Health,

90, The Inspection of School buildings themselves periodically will disclose, as inspections have

already done, easily remedied sanitary defects, while the following up by Medical Officers and Health
Visitors, of cases to their homes, will have an influence in ealling attention to Banitary deficiencies not
dealt with in the past because unsuspected,

VACCINATION,.

91.  The usual Table appears in the Appendix, giving particulars of the Vaceination carried out in

the County Districts. For all who have been impressed with the importance of vaccination as a pre-
ventive of one of the foulest diseases that ever affected humanity, this table is somewhat gad reading.
1t i sad reading in that we find that more than double the number of Certificates of eongeientions
objection have been obtained, compared with that of the previous year. In fact in some Diatricts,
notably Nuneaton and Rughy, comparatively little Vaccination is now performed, In Nuneaton for
instance, out of 1,075 births, only 394 are put down as successfully vaccinated, while no less than
520 Certificates of conscientious objection were obtained. In Rughy the results are much the same;
out of 480 birthe, 138 only were successfully vaccinated. In connection with this, T am bound to
call attention to what I consider a very serious matter, that is, the very large nnmber of cases remamning
anvaccinated at the date of the return and unaecounted for by Certificates of conscientious objestion
having been obtained. The same thing was apparent last year, but even to a greater extent.
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country districts a large number of houses do not reach such a reasonable standard as to admit of a
decent or healthy extstence being lived. In some instances, bedrooms are used having no window,
or any applisnce for ventilation. T find alzo, and this I consider the moest important point of all,
that a considerable number of the houses are unprovided with pantries, or suitable places for the storage
of food. Iam compelled to associnte some of the infant mortality with this state of sfairs, and although
I appreciate to the full the difficulties of any radieal alteration of it in existing property, I wish to
urge the importanee in the future, of all plans for cottages, being passed only, if proper ventilated
pantries are provided.

g T CONCLUSION,

134, At timnes, there is an advantage in matters scientific and administrative, asz well a3 commercial
in what may be termed an account of stock-taking, and as this is the twentioth Report I have had the

_ honour of submitting on the health of the County, and the tenth as County Medical Officer of Health
1 feel somewhat impelled to endeavour to answer an oft asked question: “* What evidence can you show
to prove that the expenditure cntailed has had the hoped-for effect, and that the results achieved see
ecommensurate with it 1 *  Nothing is so easy as to appear to prove by the misuse of figures, something
that one wishes to prove and therefore the putting lorward of figures is not always a thing to be com-
mended. It will, I think, however, he interesting to see what has happensd during the ten yeara that
the Coanty Banitary administration has been in operation.

135, The population has inereased from 352,000 to 400,000. The Birth-rate has fallen, as ever the
whaole of the country. The Death-rate in 1899 was 15-93 and there has been—allowing for slight
variations—a progressive decrease in the decade, so that, taking the average of the ten years, we have
saved during the last year, on a population caloulated on the middle of the period, no lizas than 487
lives per annum. To put the matter in another way, i 1894, with a populaticn catimated at 352 000,
the actual number of deaths oceurring during the year was 5,625, but in 1908, with a population esti-
mated to have increased to 400,821, the number of deaths in the County was only 5,123, If howewver,
we look to what is known as the Eymotic Deathi-rate, f.e. the death-rate from the seven principal Zymotic
diseases, we find that in 1899 the Death-rate was 1-94; in 1908 it was 0'87, or disregarding the increase
of 50,000 in our population, the deaths in the two years were respectively 706 and 353,

136.  But perhaps from a local as well as from an lmperial point of view, the most satislactory result
which can be pointed to, is the reduction in the rate of Infant Mortality. 1f we take the rate of Infant
Mortality in 1699, we find that it was 142 per 1,000 registored births; in 1908 it was 100 per 1,000
registered hirths. As the births in 1908 were 10,308, the number of lives actually saved in 1908,
compared with 1599 were 433, a number which goes considerably to compensate for the diminished
Birth-rate of the latter compared with the former year.

127.  But this is not all that can be said.  In 1899 the number of deaths from Typhoid Fever and other
Continued Fevers was 90; in 1908 it was 12, Allowing for the difference of populations,
the death-rate had been reduced from 250 per million to 30 per million. That this is not an sceident
is proved by noting the progressive fall in the number of deaths.

Dearns rros Tyraoip axvp Coxmivven Fevess,

YEAR, xwo. oF DEesTHS
1899, . 90
1900, El
19401, 47
1902, i 35
1903, 17
1904, a7
1505, 12
1904, 1]
1907, .
1908, 12

138,  1f it be asked why I select Typhoid Fever, my answer is that this is the one disease of all others,
pythogenie o filth produced, the best single index in the same community of its condition of sanitation

of insanitation.
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X - 1oo. Hﬁ further says:—* I am pleased to see that madical practitioners take more advantage of the
- facilities provided for the bactsriological examination of throat sscretions at the University of
- Birmingham. This is not only a safeguard to the patients, but enables carlier and more certain

diagnosis to be made, tending also to greater accuracy in statistics relating to this particular
affection.”

157.  Bearlet Fever was about normally prevalent, but the disease was of a somewhat viralent type,

the deaths being 12 compared with an average of 8 for the previous ten years, It was chiefly prevalent—
as was to be expected—in the last quarter,

158.  Asregards Diarrhoea, Mr. May records that it was the cause of 81 deaths, compared with a yearly
average of 126. He says:—" I have in previous Reports commented at length on the causes contri-
buting to Zymotic Diarrhaa, stating that it is a seasonal disease governed by meteorological conditions;
long spells of heat and drought, which cause high soil temperature, favouring the activity of the micro-
organisms of this disease, which are supposed to be present in polluted soil, these organisms being carried
by dust into milk and uncovered food, where they are either poisonous themselves or multiply and
produce toxins, which, when swallowed, produce Kpidemic Diarrheea, so fatal to infants, especially
the bottle fed. T have emphasised the fact that cold and wet summers are productive of o lessor
prevalence of this fatal disease. The summer of the year 1908, although warmer than 1907, had no
extremos of heat or dronght for long periods, therefore did not altogether favour the developement
of this particular canse, as the temperature of the 4-ft. carth thermometer did not reach 56 degrees
in this neighbourhood on any one day during June, July, August or SBeptember, at which soil temperatare
disrrhwa becomes very prevalent. The average temperature ns ascertained from the Birmingham
and Midland Institute Observatory for the 4-ft. earth thermometer [or June was 4936, July, 5238,
Angust, 5370, and Saptember, 52-40. The mean maximum tamparature was highest in July, and
reached 685, and the mean minimum temperature of these four months was in Beptember, and was
48+4. The greatest number of deaths, viz., 51, took place in August, when the average temperature
of the 4-[t. earth thermometer registered its highest, viz, 53-75."

*Other causes of Epidemic Diarrheea of recent years have been recognised, particularly the
E prominent part that flies play in the disemination of the infection of this disease, the warm weather
| (not necessarily extremes), lending itseli to the hatehing and breeding of flies in ashpits, middens, manure
i pits, and wherever collections of fish garbage, animal or vegetable matter is allowed to collect, and
not very frequently removed. These germ-laden insects are now considersd a sonree of mfection to
our milk and food.”
* Bummer Diarrhoea is to a great extent a proventible diseass, being fostered by the too infrequent
removal of filth in hot weather, such as is contained in ashpits, middens, manure pits; alss by care-

lessness in not keaping food eovered from dust and flies, whereby milk, the staple food of the hand-fed
i susceptible infant, becomes pollnted. The hreast-fed infant eacapes this sonrce of infection, also im-

-+ and unsuitable food. This is illustrated in this town, as in other large towns, from the inquiries
!.-  whish' were made under my direetion by vour Lady Health Visitor, Miss K. Walton, into the circum-
stances attending the deaths of the 80 children who died from epidemic summer diarrhax during 1908,

She elicited the following facts: of the 80 deaths, 3 died who were breast-led, 6 died who weee breast

. and hand-fed, and 70 who were solely hand-fed, one case not being traced after leaving the district.
One other death in an adult from dysentery, classified under dinrrhooa, ocourred, making a total of
81 deaths for the year. The reasons given for the hand-feeding of children by various mothers wers
in ten instances that the doctor had advised them to do so; in 42 instances the breast milk was lost
soon after getting up; and in eleven instances they weaned the baby after six months without any
particular reason, but it is remarkable to note that in only four instances out of the 80 deaths did the
mothers wean their babies in order to go to work.  Out of the 80 homes visited where a death occurred
the Health Visitor discovered only one really dirty, but the covering of milk and food stuffs in these
homes was to her mind very inadequately carried out. I particularly asked her to inquire in these
80 homes as to whether they had been troubled with any great quantity of flies. She reports that in
at least 44 hiomes they were pestered with & great many flics, especially in those 12 homes where there

. were no waterclosets. The comparative absence of sanitary defects found in the houses where deaths
ocenrred is remarkable, only & few being noted. There was no overcrowding, and practically as many
deaths ocourred where they used the tubeless or boat bottle as where they used the tube bottle. She

Ll &
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particularly advised the parents not to wean their subsequent babics during the hot summer months.
Taking into consideration this analysis, of 79 of the 80 deaths from diartheea in this Borough, the
results confirm facts previously noted in other towns, that mortality was due to food or milk
unsuitable, or contaminated either by infected dust or flies, It is to my mind necessary to instruct
people more s8 to the necessity for the systematic covering of food, thereby affording protestion from
dust and fies, and to encourage breast-feeding of infants; this of iteelf will minimise to o great extont
the already lessening mortality from this disease. Daily removal of organic matter, house filth, and
the more frequent emptying of ashpits during the summer months, swilling of yards, and watering of
streots was also of great importance. I am pleased to say that the conversion of privies and middens
into watcrelosets hos been continued with the same ardour in the Borough as in previous years,
Aston Manor rapidly becoming & watorcloset town.™

159,  The most satisfactory feature of the Report is the record as regards Typhoid Fever. There
wera only 15 cases notified in the Borough during the year, as comparod with 41 in the previous year,
and B7, the average of the previous ten years, while the number of deaths wasonly 2. Mr. MAY savs:—
“Bines the epidemic of 1899 Typhoid Fever has gradually declined in this district, and if the sounces
of infection of some of theae 15 cases could be traced T feel sure that many wounld prove to have bean
outside the Borough, the germs probably being swallowed or obtained by eating contaminated oysters
or other shell fish, ste.”

160, All the 15 cazes were duly investigated as regards the sanitation of the hones, and where nuisances
wore discoversd means were at once taken for their abatement. In only two cnses wars serious nui-
sances discovered, one being a choked drain and the other a broken pan in a watercloset.

161, Only two specimens of blood were sent to the l!anteriulogi.ml anﬂrﬁmﬂnﬁ of the Birmiughun
University for Widal's reaction, and both of thess showed negative results.

162, Beven cases of Puerperal Fever ave been notified, three of these being in the practice of Medical
men, and four in the practice of midwives, Mr. May details how in connection with the Executive
Officer of the County under the Midwives Act, disinfection was dealt with, and the other regulations
rigorously enforced.

183, . Ththisis was responsible for 102 deaths, compared with 94 during 1907. The disinfection of
premises and bedding after death has been systematically offered for some years, and satisfactorily
carried out, and only in & few cases has it been refused,

164.  Relerringtothe General Banitary Administration, Me. Mavsays:—“Itis pleasing to be abletorecord
that the numbers of privies and middens Inplnnad b}-‘ waterclosets, with ashpits or dusthins, dm:iu;
1908 was slightly in advance of those for the preceding three years, being 340, a8 compared with 333,
334, and 331 rmllmtivel:r dur‘]::g 1907, 1906, and 1905. These results are not achieved without much
consideration and tactlulness, and it is satisfactory to note that no legal proceedings for the abatement
of nuizances from this canse were necessary during the year under review, and that in only a few cases
was it necessary for your Inspector to report to the Health Committee with regard to privies and middens,
In ¢ases where this step has been called for 1 have, at your Inspector's request, visited the properties
and inspectad the nuisances, and have thus been prepared to advise as to any legal proceedings, and
support them if necessury with medical evidenees.

* As showing the steady replacement of privies and middens with waterclosets which has taken
place in Aston Manor, it will be interesting to note certain figures appearing in a table on page 132',
kindly furnished by Mr. A. Treadaway, Superintendent of the Interception Department. This table
ghows, among other details, the decrense in the n‘umim.r of loads of night-soil removed from middens
to the destructor year by year, and | have pxtracted from it the figures representing five-yvear-intervals
as follows:—

1RG3 aa un “e F " . ik as l-i.-ﬂ-ﬂﬂ- loada,
THGR - . e e Y = .. . - 14[121 o
1903 . e an wn aa aa .a ve E‘.&Tﬁ L
T40& . .n ‘s i aa v + e aa 'i'.l’ﬂ? 5

{There is, of course, s corresponding increase in the amount of dry refuse removed by day.) It
will be seen from the figures above quoted that during the past five years alone the number of loads
of night-goil removed has been reduced by more than one-half, which is, of courss, due to the rapid
abolition of privies and middens in favour of waterclosets, with dry ashpits or tubs.”
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165, He refers also to the important duty of systematic house-to-house Inspection, and savs that
during 1908 five streets were inspected, namely, Guildford Strect, Lennox Street, Vicarage Road,
Bright Street, and Gladstone Street, and a table is given showing the sanitary defects found.

166.  He notes that seven housea were dealt with under the Housing of the Working (lasses Aet,
1850, and that these houses, which were back-to-back houses, were finally converted into four ** through'
houses. The houses were improved in various other directions, making them mueh more sanitary
dwellings,

167.  He also records with much pleasure that useful work has been done during the yvear in the abate-
ment of nuisances connected with dwelling houses.

1688.  Referring to Public Banitary conveniences, he saya:—" Six urinals have been provided during
the year by the owners of licensed premises in the district, the Council having undertaken to do the
whole of the necessary cleansing and maintenance of the lamp where the urinals have been provided,
to the satisfaction of the SBurveyor.

169.  The Report also deals with the work done under the Factories and Workshops Act, both as
regards cleanliness and sanitation, and the means of escape in case of fire.

170.  The Report also states that there are no underground Bakehouses in the Borough.

171. A considerable section is devoied to the work done by the Isolation Hospitals and a full
description of these is given, as well a8 of the condition of the patients received.

172, The Report also contains details of the work done by the Health Visifor—Miss K. Walton—
during the vear, in which she deals largely with the visits to infants under the Notifieation of Births
Act, Bhe rafers to the importance of natural feeding, and ealls attantion to a section in the now Children
Act which requires fire guards to be provided in the homes as o protection against burning fatalities.
Bhe also calls special attention to the desirability of covering food stufls, and thus preventing the
contamination of dust and that brought by flies.

173.  The Report concludes with a full appendix, giving Vital and other Statistics, and & Summary
of the work done in the Inspectors’ Department.

174. It is only fair that I should add that altogether it is a record of a large amount of work ex-
cellently done, and when I mention that the Report extends to no less than 134 pages, it is obvions
that in & comparatively short resuwame, such as mine is compelled to be, that full justice cannot be done
in all particulars.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Infant Mortality
Population. Birth-rate. Death-rnte. Zymiotic Death-rate. per 1,000 Birtha.
24,256 260 135 19 125

BULKINGTON.

176.  Mr. Pracock having resigned as Medieal Officer of Health, Dr. Lionel E. Orton was appointed
in his place. He cetimates the population to have increased to 1,650

176.  The Birth-rate was 2 per cent. lower than in the previous year.

177.  The Death-rate was high, practically the same as in 1907.

178.  The high mortality was caused chiefly by the large number of deaths cccurring in old peopls
over 65, and also to some extent by a severe epidemic of Measles, which oceurred in Heptember and
October to which seven children succombed.  As an illustration of the great danger of Measles under
certain conditions, I may remark that this number—7—was more than twice as high a figure as that
from any other cause of death at any age. This high mortality from Measles gives a high Zymotic
Death-rate, namely, 42,

179.  The Infant Mortality was fairly satisfactory, and lower than in the previous year.

180. It is reported that the Factories and Workshops have heen found to be in a satisfactory condition.

VITAL STATISTICS.
Lufnast Mortality

Popalation. Birth-rate. Death-rate. Fymotic Death-rate. per 1,006 Eirt I
1,650 351 2000 2 103
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“T am very gratified to find that there is a greater tondeney for practitioness in the District to
avail themaelves of the Connty Conneil seheme for the examination of swaba from suspected throats;
but I eannot again reltain from ecalling attontion to the importance of examination of swabs when a
patient has apparently recovered, before the cass is definitely certified to be [ree from disease,”

* Evidence has accumulated so that the matter is now beyond dispute that patients apparently
well may be the hosts of viculent diphtheris bacilli; so thet before & child is allowed to mix with others,
an examination of one or more swabs from the throat ehonld be made, with the object of proving the
absence of virulent bacilli. Great good would result to the sanitary eondition of the district if, in many
instances, other persons in the household were also examined, because “earriers™ are known to exist,
that is persons who, without suffering from the disease at all themselves, may carry bacilli about in
their mouths and thus be the innocent means of infecting others.”

191.  Ome of the most satisfactory featurcs of the Report is the small incidence of Tpyhoid Fever,
for only five cases out of the district proper were reported, and of these, four were imported into the
district suffering from the preliminary symptoms of the disease. In the other ease, the infection was
attributed to the eating of oysters.

16, Dinrrhoea was not partioularly prevalent, the number of deaths only showing an inerease of two
on 1907, when the summer was cold and wet.

193,  The Report records an increase in the mortality from consumption, the numbers being 2%
compared with 15 and 17 in 1907 and 1906 respectively. The peercentage of the total deaths was
therefore .

194,  The Report states that in every case ocourring, disinfection was offered of olothes of patients
and of rooms, by the inspector,

195,  The Report deals also with the water supply and states that looking at the importance of pure
water as regards the dairying industry, that every farm in the district will shortly be supplied with the
pure Welsh water from the Corporation mains.

1946, 1t also states that when certain extensions of water mains now in progress are completed. there
will not be more than six surfase wells in the whole of the Distriet.

197, As :mgnrﬂg other imprwom-*::uu, special attention has boen pu.id to street widening and sewarage
works, while the sravenging and removal of house refuse has bean carried on in an excellent manner.

198,  Dr. Bostock Hill emphasises the importance of replacing ashpits by sanitary iron bins, and
further says:—** I should like again to state that I have been greatly pleased with the excellent way in
which the Seavenging and Removal of Refuse has been carried on, and I have little doubt that the very
excellent statistics recorded in the district are largely due to the increased eleanliness in and around
houses on account of good administration in the Surveyor's Department.”

“ Tn pddition to the work done in the Burveyor's Department, the Inspector reports that 23 midden
privies were converted into water closets, and at the present time | am pleased to be able to report
that there is hardly a privy midden remaining in the district in a place where it is possible for water-
closets to be fixed and suitably drained.”

199.  ‘The systematic Inspection of the District has been carried on continuously throughout the vear
by the Sub-lnspector.

200.  Tho Report also deals with the work done as regards maintaining proper conditions in Cowsheds
and Milkshops, and Factories and Waorkshops.

201,  In conclusion. Dr. Bostock Hill says:—* It is important in summing up the results of the worl:
to point out the directions in which future improvements ahould lie, but the distriet 18 in guch an ex-
cellent state as regards its sanitation, that the points to which attention requires to bLe given are com-
paratively minor."

VITAL BTATISTICE.
Infant Mortality

Population. Tirth-rate. Dhemth-rate. Eymotic Death.rate. por 1,000 Birtha,
28, 560 2000 873 72 a1
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218, Scarlet Fever was hj" no means markedly prevalent, but Diphtheria cansed 40 cases.

219.  One case of Typhoid Fever only was reported. A sanitary defeet was discovered in connection
with the soil pipe at the house.

230. A mild attack of Mensles occurred in the sarly part of the vear, and five schools were closed
in consequence of it.

221.  Referring to Phthisis, he says 21 people died of this discase, but only two cases were reported.
He states that offers of disinfection are made in these cases, but most people refuse to aceept such

offers and resent interference in any way. Leaflets as to spitting have been distributed at the houses
where thess patients are.

223,  He states that there i3 no provision in Leamington for the treatment of Consumption except
in Warwick Union Infirmary.

238,  Under the head of General Remarks, he refers to the free supply of Diphtheria anti-toxin, and
says that the resulia have been good.

224.  The Report also refers to work done in connection with Factories and Workshops, the Food and
Dirugs Acts, Cowsheds, Dairies and Milkshops.

236, Appended to it are the Reports of the Inspectors for both No. 1 and Ne. 2 Distriots.

224, Houss-to-house Inspection appears to have heen carried out by both Inspectors.

a7, As regards overcrowding in No. 2 District, the Inspector says:—" Five cases of overcrowding
were abated during the vear. Owners and neighbours are very willing to report this form of nuisance
b}" lnrga families in order to get rid of them, Howewer, no undue pressure 18 ever used, and ecach case
15 dealt with on its merits. Poor people are not indifferent to oversrowding, but have great difficulty
in getting larger houses.”

228, Tt appears to be customary in Leamington for books found in houses where infections diseases
oxist, to be disinfected. This 8 & custom which might be followed with advantage in other districts.

230, A caseis noted where B1-1bs. of unsound and unwholesome strawberries were seized and destroyed,
Police Court proceedings resulted in the defendant being sent to prison for fourteen days in defanlt
of paying a fine of £1.

230.  Certain small quantities of meat, fish and freit were voluntarily destroved by their owners
on Fedquest.

231,  As regards Bakehouses, it would appear from the Report of the Inspector of No. 1 District,
that there are four underground but certified by the Sanitary Authority as fit for nse as Bakehouses,
I am of opinion that great sttention should be paid to these,

232,  Mr. Aspersox, the Inspector under the Food and Drugs Act, reports that 86 samples of Food,
eto. were taken for analysis. Six samples of Milk were found to be adulterated. o refors to the sale
of samples of condensed Milk, marked “ Full Cream ™ and * Machine Skimmed ™' respectively. He
points out that while the ** Full Cream ™ milk was of good quality, with s full percentage of cream,
the ' Machine Skimmed " on analysis was found to contain no fat. He calls attention to the fact
that the tins are marked in small letters, * This Milk is not to be given to infants or invalids.” He
says:—" 1 know that it is often the only Milk used in small houses where there ure young children,
and think it is a very great pity that such milk, as it is called, should be allowed to be sold as it is for
food. The tins should be marked in such a manner that the poor quality of the article coutained
could not be overlooked.”

238. A Meteorclogy Table is appended which is of considerable value.

ViTar StarisTics. i
Infant Mortality
FPopulation. Birth-rate Death.rate, Zymodie Death-rate. por 1,000 Birtls.

97,317 167 1499 0-33 84
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253, Dir. WiLsox states that the public scavenging and the removal of nuisances and other samitary
defects have received constant attention.

264.  Appended to the Report is one by the Surveyor—Mr. MacponaLp—dealing with the question
of buildings, district sewers, water supply, etc. Referring to sewage, he says:—" The Low Level
part of the Rughy New Bewage Purifiention Works at Bilton, dealing with 520,000 gallons of SOWAEE
per day has been completed and at work since the 3ed October last. The contractor hopes to complete
the High Level Works, dealing with 186,000 gallons per day, by about the end of February next.”

365, All the sewers in the town are reported as having been well ilushed during the year,

206.  As regards water supply, Mr. Macooxaip says:—' The quantity of water pumped at
the Avon Water Works was 201} million gallons. The analyses and reports of the varions samples
have been satisfactory, and have shown the water to be of good quality. The filter beds have been

regularly attended to, and the whole of the town has been well looked after as regards waste of water.
The hydrants have been kept well flughed and in pood order

257. In the Report of the Sanitary Inspector it is stated that four beasts were condemned as
unfit for food, and afterwards destroyed, but as all were veluntarily given up, there was no wilful
evasion of the law.

258.  The Inspector reports that the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops hiave been frequently inspected,
and generally found to be fairly well kept.

258,  Twenty samples of Food were submitted to the County Analysts during the vear, and all wers
found to be genuine.

260,  In the Common Lodging Houses during the wvear, 6,089 males, and 1,606 females found
aecommodation,
Vitarn SratisTics.

Infant Mortallty
Population. Birth.rate. Death.rate. FTymotic Denth-rate. per 1,000 Birthe
22,530 2005 99 (39 70

STRATFORD-ON-AVOHN.
@51,  Dr. Teomsos records a population practically the same as the average for the last ten vears,

D62, He records a considerable increase in the number of births the rate being estimated at 29-6,
compared with 17°5 in the previous year.

968,  The Death-rate, though slightly below the average, was congiderably above the figure for 1907,

264.  The notifications of infectious diseases have been comparatively few, only 20 all told, of which
14 were Bearlet Fever 4 Diphtheria, and 1 Typhoid Fever,

265, As usual there was bt little mortality from Diarchoeal diseases, though Phthisis and other
tubercular disenses acconnted for 11 deaths, or one-tenth of the total number.

6. Referring to Phthisis, Dr. Tnossox says:—" At the present time the public are generally aware
that Phthisis can be contracted by close assecintion with those suffering from that disease, and bedding
used by phthisical coses i sent from time to time to the Joint Hospital for disinfection. The publie
press has also made a knowledge of the advantages of fresh air in eonsumption pretty universal, and
this has been o benefit also to the friends of conanmptives by ensuring free ventilation of the sick-room.
What we can do in pursuanee of the requirements of these regulations is practically as follows:—To
disinfect premises and bed clothing, ete., where a death has occurred from Tuberculosis (Fulmonary).
To offer to house at the Union Infirmary any case where the premises ocenpied by a bed-ridden patient
are such as to render infection of other ocoupants likely. To improve, where possible, the housing of
eases of consumption in the direction especially of free ventilation of the occupied premises, calling
upon owners to improve the facilities for opening windows. (With reference to this last, the window
opening outwards on hinges is an objectionable arrangement in a cottage, as it does not admit of any
variation in the degree of opening, and during high winds often acts lile a wind scoop, as used in ships,
and direets a terrible draft inwards). Finally, leaflets, giving information on Pulmonary Tuberculosis
can be distributed, and pocket expectoration vessels for cases going at large could be provided ot a
small cost.”

267.  No schools were closed on account of Infectious Diseases during the year.
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268,  Referring to schools, Dr. Taomsox says :—** Theadequate ventilation of schools, without draughts,
is indeed a problem. There are already open-air schools in several places under the County Couneil
of London, and these were anticipated a eentury ago in Ireland, where in fine weather the school was
accustomed to migrate to the open air.  1f some genins would discover a material for the construetion
of school walls which would allow absolutely free entrance and exit of air and which would warm (or
copl) such air in transit, the question of school ventilation would be solved. A doubls walled tent,
such as is made for Hospital purposes, is the nearest approach to an ideal schoolroom.”

269, Referring to Sewage Works, he says that they have eontinued to satisfactorily carry out the
work of rendering an effluent fit to discharge into a water course.

270. He reports that the water supply has on the whole been satisfactory as far as Chemical Analysis
can show, and further says:—* Chemieal Apalyses of water are useful up to a certain point, but the
real safeguard to the purity and safety of water gathered from a given area of upland (such as supplies
Stratford-on-Avon) is the careful exclusion of everything from that area which may pollute the water,
such as drainage from any occupied dwelling on the aren, manures and the droppings of animals.
If such precaution is talen rigorously the presence of such elements in an analysis as free ammaonia or
nitrates are of tri.ﬂing importance.”

271. e deals also with the question of 8laughterhouses, and suggests it might be useful to fit up &
sloughter-house ag a limited public abattoir, which he says might pave the way to the adoption of a
systemn which, on right lines, is a convenience and benefit to the trade, and would be & great advanee
in sapitation to a town generally.

aTd. Referring to the Cowsheds of the District, he says that as regards lighting and ventilation,
they may be described as fair, the space per cow as & rule ia adequate, but the ventilation he speaks of
as primitive. .

278, He further says:—* Bome of the larger premises in the trade have gas laid on to the sheds,
which in the winter must e conducive to grester eleanlinesa in milking, for milking in a half dark shed
18 mot likely to be a tidy process.”

274, Referring to the cleanliness of milk vessels, he gays:—" 1 have reason to believe, a8 the result
of inspection, that this is a matter generally well attended to in the District. The protection of milk
from infection and contamination concerns every detail in the millk trade, from the actual mﬂh]*
to the delivery of the milk to customers, Moat of the milk sold in the town comes direct from the cow-
keeper to the costomer, but a proportionally small amount is stored qitha‘l' by the cowkeeper or on
premises in the town where the milk is sold. With reference to these last, some have satisfactory
accofnriodafich, 'others are not up to a good standard. I think it would be a reasonable requirement
to place no milk purveyor on the Register unless the mill storage accommodation was'a plice separate
and apart and used for milk storage only. It may be contended that this is a nicety, unreasonabla
to demand from persons whose daily trade is only a few quarts; but on the other hand, onee the
principle is admitted that milk may be stored as other articles of food may be, the risk of contamination
increases, For instance, it is presumably no detrinent to store potatoes in a cellar where there ia a
leaky gas pipe, whereas milk subjected to coal gas infection would very likely set up sickness in a child
drinking it. The organic emanation from the breath and skin of human beings are readily taken up
by milk, and consequently the milk storage is unsuitably placed if in an unventilated pantry or
euphoard adjoining the living room of & dwelling. Where there is no cellar to a house where milk is
gold, and proper accommodation cannot be had in the house for storing milk, it might often ba
possible to arrange for & sale, closed in with Ay-proof gauze, out of doors, as far away from any gully
trap or privy as possible, This would be placed out of direct sunshine and fixed against a wall, and
would be much such a contrivance as i5 sold to keep meat in. In conclusion, the chiel recom-
mendation I have to make to your Council is that before we register a cowkeeper or milk-shop
premises the evidence should be forthroming that we are satisfied that the premises are suitable for
the trade”

275, In conclusion he reports that he has not made any representation to the Council under
the Hﬂllliug of the Working Classes Act.

VITAL SBTATISTICR.
Infant Martality
Population. Birth-rate. Death-rate. Eymotic Death-ratc. per 1,000 Dirths.

8,310 236 158 (ri 122
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SUTTON COLDFIELD,

'.ﬂfi. Dre. Bostock HiLt reports that the population, though it has increased considerably, shows an
inerease of only 561, compared with 1,044 in the previous year, the papulation being sstimated on the
number of inhabited houses at the end of the second quarter.

2717.  The Birth-rate has further fallen, and whils in 1907 it was the lowest on record, in 1908 it had
still further fallen 2 per 1,000 of the population.

278, In the two Central Wards, the Birth-rate fell to 16-5 and 150 per 1,000 respactively,

479, The Death-rate was a very satisfactory one, though slightly higher than the previons year, but 1-5
per 1,000 below the average of the last ten years.

280,  Referring to Infant Mortality, he shows that of the 203 deaths, 38 oecurred in children under
one year of age. This gives a satisfactory rate of Infant Mortality, namely, 95 per 10O resisterad
Birthe. This rate is higher than last year, when it probably reached the minimum to which the In-
fantile death rote can fall.

281.  He shows that the causes from which Infantile Deaths were registered, were as follows:—
Whooping Cough, 2; Diarrheea, 3; Premature Birth, 9 ; Debility, 4; Convulsions, 2: Bronchitis, 2;

Tubercular Meningitis, $; Pueumonia, 3: Congenital Defects, 3; Enteritis, 2; other Tubercular
Diseases, 2; other causcs 3.

g3, He also further says:—*The unsatisfactory feature of these figures is the large number of deaths
from Premature Birth and Congenital Defects, pointing almost certainly to o deficient vitality in many
of the mothers.”

283,  The Zymotic Mortality was quite satisfactory, there being only 20 deaths registered from the
principal Zymotie diseases, and of these 3 were due to Scarlet Fever, 1 to Measles, 5 to Diphtheria,
1 to Typhoid Fever, 6 to Whooping Cough, and 4 to Diarrheea.

284. Not a single case of Bmallpox was notified.

285,  Bixty-three cases of Scarlet Fever were reported, compared with 44 and 14 in the two previous
years. Dr. Bostock Hiwr, referring to this says:—*" Looking at the fact that our population exceeds
20,000 there is not the slightest doubt that the number of Scarlet Fever cases notified of late years
hag been remarkably few, fewer indeed than we have any right to expeet, and I am of opinion that
although the number of cases notified has been considerably higher than of late years yet that on the
whole the figure is satisfactory.”

286.  Measles is roported to have been but little prevalent, although four schools were closed during
the year owing to its tendency to spread.
287.  Whooping Cough was responsible for six deaths out of the total of 20,

288.  Referring to Diphtheria he shows that 28 cases were notified in the Borough, of which 5 proved
fatal. This is an increase both in number of coses and deaths on the previous year. He points out
that as in the previous year, the majority of the cases cccurred in Hill Ward. Referring to this he
gays:— " In many of the cases, particularly in Hill Ward, drains in an unsatisfactory state were found.
In one houss, where threo cases oconrred, it was found that the drains were full of sewage backed up
from a dumb well, and considerable difficulty was found in remedying this and also preventing ita
recurrence. It is with satisfaction, therefore, that I can record that a scheme for the drainage of this
Ward has been drawn up, and an Enquiry has been held by the Local Government Board for the purpose
of granting a loan for carrying out the work.

259. [ amvery pleased to be able to state that in many instances at the present time there is a growing
tendency for medical proctitioners to make use of the provision of the County Council, whereby swabs
from Diphtheria cases can be tested. Not only is this of great advantage in forming an opinion as
to whether or not a suspicious throat is one of true Diphtheria, but there is a still greater advantage
to be derived from keeping the patient under observation until one or more swabs have been taken

+ which on examination give a negative result. In several instances during the year this procedure has

been adopted to the great advantage of the patient and the public ut large.
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WARWICK.
- © 299, Dr. Wisox reports a very slight increase of population in this Borough, namely 110.

-

300, The Birth-rate was practically identical with that of 1907 namely 23:3, this however is below
the average for the previous ten years which was 24-7.

!

301.  The Death-rate was also practically identical with the previous year, namely 147, and almost
the same as the average for the previous ten years.

= TI b i il

302,  The infant mortality-rate was somewhat high, namely 121 per 1,000 births, as compared with
90 in the previous year, and 115 during the previous ten years. Dr. WiLsox suggests that this is due
to the more than average number of infants prematurely bern, and to deaths from bronchitis.

303,  Among the causes of death, 7 were due to Measles, 1 to Diartheea, 3 to Diphtheria, 14 to
Phthisis, and 41 to other forms of Lung Disease,

d04.  Seven of the deaths from Measles occurred during the first quarter, and the ontbreak necessitated
the closure of the Coten End School, and also the Borough Church of England School.

| 306.  Of the three deaths attributed to Diphtheria, 1 occurred in Victoria strest, and the other two
| in the Heathcote S8anatorium, the patients having being removed respectively from Bridge Row and
| Wallace street.

| J04, There were no deaths recorded as due to either Scarlet Fever, Whooping Cough, or Enterie Fever.

307.  The number of cases of Infections Dizeases which were notified during the vear amounted to 79,
- & number considerably below the average. Of these, 44 were cases of Diphtheria, 24 of Scarlet Fever,
and 11 of Erysipelas. Dr. WiLsox says:—With the exception of the three fatal cases, the Diphtheria
# eases were mostly of a mild type, and were distributed in scattered fashion, both as to date and locality—
17 having been notified in the eastern part of the Borough, 12 in the central, and 15 in the western
part; but that there was nowhere any threatened apread of the disense. The Scarlet Fever cases
wara also of a mild type, and in respect to these, too, there was nowhere any tondency o spread. Of
the 24 cases, 19 were removed to the Heatheote Banatorium, and 30 out of the 44 Diphtheria cases
were also removed, the others being treated at their own homes. There was no notification of any
case of Typhoid Fever in any part of the Borough during the year."

308.  As regards works of a public nature, and new buildings, the Borough Surveyor supplied Dr.
Winsox with the following particulars:—
* Duly nine new houses were completed and certified, compared with 23 in the previous year.
* A pew and commodions lavatory for both men and women has been constructed on Castle Hill,
it *The entire length of the intercepting sewer, from Emsacote to Mill end, has been cleaned out,
- repaired, and much improved by the addition of manholes.

i , * Owing to the additional supply from the Woodloes Well, the public water supply has been main-
tained at constant and satisfactory pressure, and this has permitted of more effective flushing of the
BEWeTa.

* A sum of £2,000 i being expended on important improvements to various streets in the town
which had not been properly paved or kerbed. The surface of the various steeets and main thorongh-
fares throughout the Borough have received much attention, and generally are in good order and repair.
i “ An inereased amount of seavenging has been carried out, and as far as possible means have been
provided for the more frequent removal of domestic refuse.”

309,  Appended to the Report is one from the Banitary Inspector, which deals infer alia with the work
done under the Sale of Food and Dirugs Acts, water supply, inspection of canal boats, common Lodging
houses, and Factory and Workshops Acta,

VITAL BTATISTICS.

Infant Moriality
Popalation. Birthoeate.  Deathorato. Zymotio Death.rate, per 1,000 Births,

12420 233 147 g 121
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328.  This appears to be a very serious matter, both for the district and the Company, and points
to the necessary measures being taken to discover the canss of the waste, and aflterwards to prevent it

804, The sewers at Alcester appear to have got into an unsatisfactory state, as Dr. Browse save:—
* The Inspector informs me that the sewers become blocked more frequently than formerly and that
he shortly intends to ask for sanction for a thorough overhaul and cleansing of them, a course 1 strongly

* recommend to bo adopted.”

330. 1 chould like to say in connection with this, that the matter is of such grave importance to the
District, that no time should be lost in commencing the investigation.

331. He calls attention to the fuestion of the diupmal of the Crabbs Crosa Bawage, which
appears to have been somewhat neglected, * Bome of the drains being broken and faulty,” and ** the
necessary amount of labour has not been expended in dealing with the sewage.”

332,  He states that the scavenging at Alcester has been satislactory, and also at Studley, since a fresh
contractor has been appointed.

a3a. Dr. Browxe further says:—* 1 have often referred to the insanitary method of seavenging which
is general throughout the district, except in the principal strect of the town of Alesster, namely, that
of wheeling out the azhes and refusa and depositing them in heaps on the road, which are afterwards
collected by cart. The method that I have advecated is that the scavenger should shovel the ashes
into recepticles that can be earvied or emptied direct into the carts. In hardly any eases are portable
ash bins provided by property owners, and in only a few cases can the carts be brought close up to the
asl-pits, The armument nsed against the method | advecats is, that even if two carts are used, unlesa
the places where the ashes are tipped is close at hand there is a great waste of time and consequently
the method is more expensive. It is a8 well to consider this when you are making fresh contracts, as
there is no doubt which is the better method.”

334, He records that four houses anfit for habitation have been closed at Bidford, and notices seeved
in eight cases for overcrowding.

335,  Referring to Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops, he says:—" In accordance with instructions
from the Local Government Board, I reported to you in Angust that there were twenty-five premises
in your district liable to registration under the Order of 1880, that twenty wers registered and fve
were not. ‘That no steps had been taken to revise or correct the register for some years till the present
year. That the regulations in force in the district were not up to date, and that a few years ago you
decided to adopt the model bye-laws of the Local Govermnent Board, but had not done so.  That
1 now advise you to take the necessary steps to enforce the registration and to adopt the model bye-laws.

' You decided to do this, and had the necessary advertisements inserted in the newspapers, and copies
I of the bye-laws printed, dated 11th November, and circulated.”

336.  “1 also reported in regard to the sanitary condition of the premises at the last inspection, but
there is not sufficient attention paid to the cleanliness of the premises, and that they are not
lime-washed often enough. Structurally the premises are on the whole good, air space is sufficient
and they are well ventilated.”

337.  The Report deals with the work done in regard to Factories and Workshops, and also with the
work of the Vaccination Officer. On the whele this latter is fairly satisfactory though I regret to note
that 43 Certificates of conscientious objection to vaccination were granted. :

YVirarn STATIATICS,

Infant Mortality
Population. Hirth-rate. Treath-rate. Hymotiz Death.rate. par 1,000 Birtha.
11 A0 pLE 3 L 43 10

ATHERSTONE.
338,  Mr. MEARS estimates the population to have increased to a small extent, and records a Birth-rate
caleulated on the estimated population of 32:6. This is 25 higher than in the provious year.
334, The Death-rate is 13-06, which is 103 higher than in 1907.

340.  The Zymotic death-rate has fallen to 1:3 which may be regarded as quite satislactory, but I eegreet
that the rate of Infant Mortality has risen from 108 in 1907, to 125 in the year under review.

L———_
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31, Referring to epidemic disease, Mr. MEgRs says :—" On the whole, the district has been remarkably
free from epidemie disease during the year. No deaths have occnrred from Measles or Typhoid Fever:
only one case of the latter being notified showing o marked improvement from years ago, when Typhoid
Fever was hardly ever absent, espocially in Atherstone.”

32, The number of case of Infections [seases notified was very small, only 41, of which 23 were from
Bearlet Fever, and of these 14 were removed to the isolation Hospital.

43, The mortality from Cancer was exactly the same as in the previous year, bot the deaths from
Phthisis were increased to 19, compared with 13 in the previous vear,

344.  Mr. Mears deals with the general Banitary conditions under headings as suggested in the memo-
randum from the Loecal Government Board, and referring to the housing accommodation, he says:—
*The howsing accomnmodation in Atherstone expecially is inadequate. There are many erowded courta,
and certainly great deficiency of open space. Considerable improvement has been made during the
last tan years. The owners of property have gone to considerable expense in providing water-closeta
snd in paving the yards, but in spite of this, the inhabitants themselves neglect to keep their surcound-
ings clean. In Baddesley, too, the house accommedation has been very inadequate, but 1 am glad
to see now many new houses are being erected.  Btrict supervision is*exercised over the erection of
new houses.  Action is promptly taken under the Working Classes Act.  One house at Dordon,
under thiz Act, was reported as unfit for habitation in 1908." :

345, Referring to the water supply, Mr. MEars says:—* The District as a whole is remarkably well

supplied with water, eight out of the eleven parishes having a complete public water supply while

the remaining three are supplied partly from private mains and partly from the mains of the Council.
The Couneil own two sources of supply, consisting of deep wells and bore-holes with ponmping stations,
serviee reservoirs, and over 45 miles of water mains. Water is purchased from a Colliery Company

for supplying five of the parishes, and this water is periodically analysed. The water is all desp-well .

water, somewhat hard, and is fres from organic pollution.  No plumbo-solvent action has been noticed."

340, As regards the Milk supply he says:—" The District is a large milk-producing ares, and supplies
milk to the adjacent towns. In pumnance of the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshopa Order, 1886,
the premises dealing with the production of milk have had systematic inspection, and on the whole
have been fownd in good condition. Where necessary, notices have been served for cleansing,
lighting, ete., and have been readily complied with. No case of infections disease has oecurred on
any registered premises.  Your late Inspector, Mr. Wilkinson, introduced a new intimation notice
in regard to limewashing and cleansing, and each registered person received a notice, spring and
autwmn. This was found to have s beneficial effect in the direction desired; bills were also posted,
drawing attention to the requirements of the law regarding registration. No action has been taken
in regard to tuberculous milk.”

347.  As regards sewerage and drainage, he says:—" A scheme for the complete re-sewering of the
village of Poleaworth, including the provision of disposal works with septic tanks and percolating
filters, has been submitted to the Local Government Board. The Loeal enquiry was held in November
last, and the Counecil are now awaiting the sanction of the Local Government Board to a loan
before preceeding to carry out the works, The sewers throughout the district are kept under periodical
inspection, and also the house drains.

M8, Referring to Pollution of Rivers, Lhe says:—" At Polesworth, the existing sewers discharge
into the River Auker. and it is with the object of preventing the pollution that the works above men-
tioned are to be carried out."

9. Asregards seavenging, he reports:—* The house refuse in Atherstone, Polesworth, and Hartshill
is remsoved by public scavengers,  In Baddesley, o temporary teial is being made of removal of refuse
by a farmer. In other parts of the distriet the eceupiers of the houses are responsible for the removal
of the refuse. These premises are periodically visited by the SBanitary Inspector, and, if necessary,
notices are served on the occupiers to remove such refuse.  Portable bins have been provided in many
parts, and these receptacles are emptied weekly.”

350,  Under the heading—Nuisances: proceedings for their abatement, he says:—" The late Sanitary
Inspector hos during the year done very good work, and I enclose his report for printing with my Report.
There is one subject which I think calls for urgent attention, and that is the abatement of the smoke
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nuisances from the factories, The prevention of the pollution of the air by smoke is one of the duties
imposed upon Banitary Authorities by section 91 (Sub-sections T and 8), 92 and 102 of the Public
Health Act, 1875. Rural District Couneils have the same powers and the same duties as Urban Councils
ns regards smoke prevention, Now there is no doubt that some of the factories in Atherstone are
very great offenders in this matter, and that the dense black smoke iz a nuisanes, There is no reason
why this should not be prevented. More careful stoking wonld not only lessen the nuisance, but wonld
be more economical. There is no doubt that it is prejudicial to the public health and alio very much
so to the vegetabls world.”

351.  Beferring to the sanitary condition of the schools, he says:—* Generally speaking, 1 should
say that the sanitary condition and water supply of the Public Elementary Schools is satisfactory
with the exception of the following:—On Cetober 15th, 1907, I reported, after & ease of diphtheria
had occurred, that T had visited the Infants’ Bchool and Nethersole School, Polesworth, and reported

. * The sanitary arrangements at both are not satisfactory. At the Infants' School, a privy is provided
with six seats running into a cess-pit privy, which is eleaned out, as far a3 1 was able to ascertain,

i _ about every six months. At the Nethersole school, two old privies are provided, both of them abutting

on the school wall close to the window, These alss drain into eess-pit privies.” 1 helieve these nui-

sances have not been abated, but are waiting until the Polesworth Sewernge Scheme is carried out.”

62, As regards Hospital Isolation he says:—" Bearlet Fover, Typhoid, and Diphtheria cases are
removed to the Isolation Hespital at Mancetter. The Isolation HMospital at Manoetter has done,
during the lust twenty years, good work, many cases of Bmallpox, Bearlet Fever, Typhoid Fever,
and Diplitheris having been treated there with very satisiactory results; but it certainly is not an up-
to-date Hospital. It was originally acquired when there was an outbreak of Smallpox in the distriet,
and congizted of an old barn and a cottage. Twoadditions have been made to it—a large ward abutting
on the barn, and during an extensive epidemie of Bearlet Fever some years ago, another very good up-
to-date ward, capable of holding eight patients, was put up. Still, it is not in many respects all that
could be desired. There i3 no water supply. The administration block is quite inadequate. The
drainage i8 not satisfactory; and lastly, when the London and North Western Railway Company
open their other lines, it will be too dangerously near the railway. In consideration of these facts,
tha Council some five vears ago acquired a fresh site in the parish of Grendon for o new Isolation Hoa-
pital, but up to the present time a start has not been made on the building of it. Various plans have
been laad before the Council. 1 MLy 8a¥ the Board of Guardians have recently erected an excellent
up-to-date Hospital at the Workhouse, and, in my opinion, if the District Council wonld erect an
Isolation Hospital of o similar character, it would ultimately prove to be the truest economy.”

363, He describes the arrangements for disinfeetion as very unsatisfactory, and says:—" 1 have
frequently pointed out to the Council that simple disnfection with Sulphor Dioxide after infectious
disease i not sufficient, and have nrged them to obtain a steam Disinfecting Apparatus, especially as

. under the Midwives Act, thoe clothing, ete., of midwives has to be thoroughly disinfected. At the
present time, the only means I have of dealing with such cases is to send the clothing to the Nuneaton

| Urban District Couneil’s disinfecting apparatos.”

' 254, As regards Tuberculosis, he says there is no direct method of eontrol, but when o death is reported
l: the Eunitu!‘_'.' Ilupmnr disinfeets the house, Referring to this, he says:—" I think it would be very
much more satisfactory il all cases of Phthisis were ineluded in the Notification of Diseases, so that the
‘ Medical (Mlicer of Health and the Sanitary Inspector could give directions during the life-tine of the
| patient {or preventing the spread of the disease in the family of the patient. The cost would be very
‘ pmall, and the saving of life very great.  In this District there is no hospital accommodation for treating
| cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis.”
|
|
|

VITAL STATISTICS,

Infant Mortality
" FPopulation. Birth-rate. Death-rate. Zymotie Death-rate, e 1,000 Birkhs.

18,282 424 L5005 1-3 125
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The Bacteriological examinations made at the University of Birmingham of swabs taken from ans.
pected cases of Diphtheria have been very useful in confirming the diagnosis of doubtful cases, and have
been used in nearly all the different outbreaks in the district.”

372.  He speaks highly of the value of the Isolation Hospital in the treatment of Bearlet Fever, and
says:—" I am sure, thet considering the number of times the infection was brought into the district,

_ there would have been a far greater spread of the disease if there had not been the means of promptly
isolating those cases which could not be isolated at home.”

%73.  Healso records that he has mode house-to-houss inspections at Stretton, Whateote, and Pillerton,
and “_'ra:—" We have taken special noties of the pantries. These places are often very dirty, even

. when the house is otherwise fairly clean, and food is kept in these places close to dusty rubbish. 1
have tried to explain to these people the necessity of keeping these places clean and allowing plenty
of ventilation.”

874,  He mecords also that the Council have on his recommendation resolved to adopt o number
of the sections of the Public Health Act Amendment Aet, 1907,

375, The Report deals with the action taken as regards Dairies and Cowsheds, and referring to these
pays:—" I fieel sure that several of those who sell milk, and are not on the register, saymg they only
only do so in small quantities, should really be on the register.”

AT, The Report also deals with the sanitary work contemplated or required in the varions constituent
parishes, and shows that attention hns besn given to the water supply of Upper Brailes, Halford,
Tdlicote and Ilmington. At the latter place the main has been extonded near the scheol, and a tap
etected mearer some houses there.  Attention has also been given to sewers and drains.

377. It is only fair that I should state that the Report is an excellent record of much good work,
and does a great credit to the Sanitary Staff of the District.

ViTan BraTisTics.

Infant Mortality
Pﬂ[ﬂlhﬁml Birth-raie. D bl =mite, }::rmm;.il,: Deatly-rate, (L5 1,000} Birtha.
5946 19-5 151 o Bl

CASTLE BROMWICH.
378,  Dr. Bostock HiLL estimates an increase of about one hundred in the popualation of this district
during the year.
879.  The Birth-rate was almost identical with that of the previous year, though 12 below the average
of the past ten years,
880,  The Death-rate though higher than in 1907 may be considered perfectly satisfactory.

381, The number of infants deaths registered was eight, giving a rate of Infant Mortality of 119 per
1,000 registered births, which is not particularly satisfactory for a small Rural District,

382, As regards Zymotic Diseases, 21 cases were notified albogether, of which 13 were Scarlet Fever,
b Diphtheria, and 2 Typhoid Fever.

383.  Referring to the prevalence of Diphtheria he says:—* There was a marked diminution in the
number of cases of Diphtheria notified, in fact the number was 5, compared with 11 in the previous year.
All the cases were very mild, and it was impossible—although efforts were made to do so—to discover
the origin of any of them.”

384, Only one death was registered as due to Consumption and this was in a person in a travelling van,
and therefore had nothing to do in reality with the district.

385,  As regards sewerage, drainage and removal of refuse, Dr. Hiuw says:—"“The sewers throughout
the District generally have been well flushed, and no reports have reached me of nuisance arising
from the manholes.”

386.  “ Pour more middens have been converted into water closets. Buat few houses are left at the
present time within the legal distance of the sewers, uneonnected with them, and supplied with water
closets.”
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401, All the houses in which Bearlet Fever cases oceurred were thoroughly disinfected.

402,  The Diphtheria cases sll occurred at the Convent Scheol, Aven Dassett, and this School has
sinca heen thoroughly disinfected.

403,  Dr. Jouxs says:—" I have from time to time visited the various parts of the District and am
able to report that it is at present in a thoroughly satisfactory condition. The Bakehouses, Slaughter-

. houses, Dairies, Workshops and Workplaces, Drainage, S8ewage Disposal, which is chiefly of the con-
servacy system, have been inspected. There are no factories in the District.

YITAL BTATIETICE.

Infant Mortality
Population. Birth-rate. Death-rate, Zymotic Death-rate. per 1,000 Birtha.
1,540 274 149 13 i

FOLESHILL,
404,  Dr, Ortox estimates that the population has increased about 200 during the year.

406, The Birth-rate is a very satisfactory one, namely, 383 considerably higher than last vear,
indeed the highest recorded for the lnst twenty years. Speaking of this, Dr. Orrox sava:—" In view
of a falling Birth-rate throughout the Country generally, we can regard this as a very gratifying fact.”

406.  The Death-rate is a trifle higher than in the previous year, but lower than the average for the
last twelve years.

407.  The Infant Mortality Death-rate is not so satisfactory, having gone up from 125 to 133, The
increase has been largely due to an inereased number of deaths from Diarrheea, while premature
birth necounted for 23,

408, The Zymotic Death-rate is particularly satisfactory, being only 1'5, compared with 20 in the
previous year, indeed only three deaths occurred from Infantile Discases,

408,  The return as to Enteric Fever and Diphtheria is extremely satisfactory.

410, The District was remarkably free from Bearlet Fever, only 10 cases being notified in all and 5
of these were in one houze at Binley.

#11.  Measles was not epidemic during the year and cansed no Mortality.

412, As referred to before, Epidemic Diarthea and Zymotic Enteritis were responsible for 20 deaths,
17 being in children under one year, and of these no less than 15 oceurred in Bedworth. Dr. Orrox
gays:—" This is the one disease which causes me dissatisfuetion; it is at a muech higher figure than
it should be. With o view to diminishing, if possible, this mortality, 1 obtained permission from
your Council to get warning Notices printed and cirenlated in Foleshill and Bedworth.”

418, He also calls attention to flies as being one of the chief canses of this discase, and * trosts that
the next twelve months will see a considerable reduction in the still great number of middens, which
are the great breeding place of flies.”

414,  Hixteen deaths were registered as due to Phthisis and other Tuberoular Discases. The number
is leas than in the two preceding years.

415, Cancer was responsible for 18 deaths, a slightly lower figure than last vear, though still rather
high.

416.  Referring to overcrowding, Dr. (rrow says:—* Although Mr. Winnass reports only 5§ cases
of overcrowding that have specially come to his notice, we are of opinion that this does not represept
the exact state of affuirs, az we consider that a great many oceupiers take in lodgers for which they

have not adequate sleeping ascoommodation, but owing to the scarcity of the smaller tenementary
property in the district, it is difficult to obviate more than one family living in a dwelling house.”

417.  Only one school was closed on account of Infections Disease during the vear, and Dr. Ortox
reports that before it was re-opened it was thoroughly disinfected according to the Sohedule of the
Warwiekshire Education Committee,
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512,  The single death attributed to Diphtheria, occurred in the Heatheote Isolation Hospital,
Warwick, the patient having been removed from Chadshunt, but this was the only case of the diseass
notified.

513.  The Zymotic Death-rate was only 0°80 and therefore quite satisfactory.

o4, The total number of cases of infections discase notified during the vear was 64, of which 54 wers
Bearlet Fever. Of the total cases of Bearlet Fever notified, 19 were removed to the Heatheote
Isolation Hospital, as was also the Diphtheria case referred to above.

al5. l:!mlmmmg work of a plﬂll'm nature, Dir. WiLsox reports that drainage improvements have heen
oarried out in several villages and that the old sewage tanks at Southam have been converted into
septic tanks, and & new storm overflow constrncted on the outfall sewer before discharging into the
tanks, to prevent any sericus pollution of the brook.

G16.  Asregards water supply, Dir. Winsox says:—*' Special attention has been given to the public
water supplies of villages so supplied, and also to well water suppliea. The question of formulating
& conjoint scheme for Southam, Harbury, Steckton, and other villages referred to in previous reports,
has received further consideration, and last May, I accompanied Professor Lapworth, the well-known
Geologist, who was called in on my recommendation, on a tour of inspection to inguire into possible
sources of supply. A= he was of opinion that no sufficient supply conld be obtained by sinking a well in
the new red sandstoneclose to Long Itchington, which 1 previously had thought possible, or indeed within
a radius of some five miles of the district, exeept at great depth, which would render the cost prohibitive,
I took him to inspect the large mill-dam or pool close to Chesterton, and the rather limited gathering
ground there. The small brook which feeds the dam was ganged later en in the summer, and was found
to flow at the rate of 80,000 gallons in the twenty-four hours. Probably in times of severe drought
this amount wonld be considerably curtailed, and as it wounld require close on this quantity to yield
about 15 gallons per head per day, the storage to be provided by cleaning out and deepening the upper
parts of the dam or pool should equal at least a three months’ supply.  Further, the costs of purchasing
mill, pool, and other rights, constructing all other necessary works, as well as of pumping to a water
tower on Harbury Hill, would in all likelihood render this scheme prohibitive, even if a sufficient
supply of good quality could be assured.

*“We next inspected the low of water in the culvert running through the Harbury railway cutting
at the various manholes. The water in this culvert represents the drainage of the grey lias beds
intersected by the railway, and though the amount might be sufficient to supply Harbury alone by
providing storage at the Leamington end of the cutting, there would be no surplus for the other localities
and for this small scheme, pumping plant and a water tower for distribution would alse be required.

*“In respect to the available sources of supply at Boutham, the quantity vielded by the Tom Well
Bpring and the Holy Well especially in dry seasons, would in all probability prove insufficient for Sontham
alone, unless a large amount of storage was provided by constructing a reservoir on the high ground
above the Workhouse, and in this instance two pumping plants would be required.  For Btoelton and
the other villages, there are no available separate sources of supply beyond the public wells, which
have been provided, and private wells, In times of average rainfall the vield lrom these in all
the localitics obviates any wide-lelt scarcity, though a good many tenants are obliged to carey their
water considerable distances. During continnous seasons of more than avarage raanfall, :‘:umpluiuhs
of scarcity are [ew, and fortunately the clayey subsoil which everywhere prevails, is in itsell a great
safeguard against surface pollution.

1 need not make any further reference to the large Napton reservoir as a source of supply for
a conjoint scheme, because the Canal Companies have absolutely refused to entortain it.  For such a
small seattered population, therefore, any conjoint seheme is beset with great difiiculties on sccount of
the outlay, and this also applies in great measure to separate schemes, If the population were a con-
tinuously increasing population, the problem could be solved by sinking o well in the water-bearing
sandstone formation in the neighbourhood of Weston, and pumping to & rescrvoir to the summit of
Napton Hill, as was proposed by the North Warwickshire Water Company, but the cost of laying a
rising main some eight miles in length to Napton Hill, would render any such scheme prohibitive for
an inclusive and scattered population of only about 5,000.”
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