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WADMINSTEL
January S0th. ID04

Mp, Chairoan and Gentlemen,

I have much pleasure in presenting to you,
what I consider a moast satisfactory report as to the health and sanit-
ary conditlon of the town durlng the past year,

It seem3 to be the general opinion that, 1n consequence of an
unaeasonable Summer and Autumn, the health of the Fublic must suffer,
and that there pust be an abnormal amount of sicness, kst but such
has not heen the case, and I cannct remember a period in which there
has beaen leas siclkness and mortality than during the past yoear, a
atate of affairas that has , I think, been pretty general throupghout
the Country,

The deaths of &2 persons have bean registered 1ln the town. T'rom
this number must be deducted the deaths of two persons not resident ik
the diatrict - this will leave G0 deaths, which glves a death ratg of
In-8 per IOOO, One death occurred from !leasles and cne Ifrom Diptherh
in the latter case the child travelled from Tondon with the dlaease
in an advanced stage and the caze ended fatally the next day,.

The births numbered ISI egual to a birth rate of ob- & per I0O0O0,

I will now allude to the presence of infectlous digeases durlng th
the year, £

I cases of Scarlet Fever and one case of Tiptherla, alluded to
above, were the only infectious cascs reported to“fie during the year,
The cases of Scarlet Fever were of a milﬁcﬂarnciter, nine were treated
in the Tasclation Hoapital. I an scorry to say that we have not
commenced this year in the same aatisfactory way, as alraady we have
had seven cases of Scarlet lever,icma of which are of rather a severs
TG,

At the present time there 1a much controversy golng on in the med-
ical Joumnals a3 to the utllity or otherwise of ITsolation Hosplgals,

I anm mysell decldedly of #@& opinion that they are productive of

much good, particularly in an Urban Tisgtrict 1lile our own - as often,
by the rrompt removal of a case of Scarlet Iever to the Hospital,

an outbrea of a serious charachter i1z prevented. IT a case occurs

in a family in a small cottage the rest of the children, sooner or
later, are bound to be 1nfected, and, consldering that the infective
atage continues for some sgix or seven weeks, the whole Tamily, during
that time, must be placed in gquarantine; whsreas, by promptly removing
the source of infection, disinfection 13 then easilly carried out and th
the household can go on as bafore.

Hegular inapections, in company with the Saniltapy offlcer, are maé
made, and monthly reporta of sanitary worl and defacts are pregented
to the Council.. Dne cottage was reported as unfit for hablitation
and a magistrates’ order had to be obtalned to enforce the closling,.
I'our cagea of overcrowdlng were reported and remedied, A pumber of
new cottages have besn erected in different parts of the town, sone
of them are situated 1n the vicinity of Mr Mark Will’s and My, J. T,
Titt’s works, and must be the means of bringlhy many worlmen nearer
o thelr work than formerly. T™welve good clans cottages have alao
been erectod at the lower eand of the town.. Spacial attention has
been paild to the inspection of the cowahads and daliries, Theae have
generally bean found in good order; the one exception only applled to
the cowsheds which were badly draingd and ventilated. The drainagpe
has now been properly overhauled, but the structural defects in the
bulldings have not, a3 yet, been remedied,

The new act, reapecting bakehouses, which came Iinto Torce at
the commencement of the present year, rendered a special inspection
necegsgary, and I find from my monthly report on the sublect that I
congidered all the bakehouses most satisfactory; that there was only
one underground ome in the town, which was of ample size, fOft, by
Izft.51n, by 8ft.51in. in height, well lighted and thoroughly ventil-
ated, and I thought the Council could, without hesitation, licence
the sane. The workshops were carefully inspeeted, the cublc space ol

- % -

-







e
il e

noted , and the nacessary enquiries made az to the numher of worlers
and the requislte lavatory accomnocdatlon. The number of worlohops
in the town 1s 27, Sixteen of these employ males only, and I'lve
fenales only, and in one both males and Temales are employed, The
total number of employees is 83. viu. 04 males, [5 females, and

I0 apprentices,

The provislon of A Snallpox Moaplital for the combined Urban and
Tural Districts has been under condideratlon by a Jolnt commlittoe
appointed by the two bodies, but a3z yet, they have been unable to
cbtaln a sultable zite, Some old building on the Sutton and
Crockerton "oad would be an ideal pozition, but unfortunately the
tenure 1s so complicated that 1t is useless to attempt negotiations,

I hops aomé rules will be drawn up as to the proper procedursa to
be adopted In cloalng the elementary schools when consldered neceasary
by the Madisal Offilcer of Health, Although the M, 0, M, has to givé
notice to tha County Councll and the Tocal Govermuent Poard of the
cloaing of schools, and his reasons for doling so,he at the aane  time
has not authority t6 act on hizs own recponsibility, but must obtaln
the santiion of two or more nembers of the Council belore deing So,
or, what i3 often the case, the managers closs the schools (frequentlw
in the 7ural diatriect) and then ask the M. 0. 1. for a certificate to
glve to the inapector,

The lighting of the town showa some lmprovement and extra lampa
have heen fixed in places where they wore much needed, a natteor I
mentioned 1in my annual report four years ago, when T remarled that the
lighting of someé of theée courts and yards leading fpom the main
thoroughfare was very unsatisfactory, and that some of the yarda, as
for inastance Carson’s yard and the Thres Horse Shoes yard, in both
of which there are a nunbsr of cottages, ought to be provided with
a lamnp,

With thiz report I 3ubmit the tablea supplied by the Toecdl

Covernment board dealing with the mortality of the town and other mRa
matters,

I am
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,
Yours falthfully
FREDK,. J. FLOWER

Medlcal officer of Health to the Council,

To The Chalrman and members

Warminster Urban Niatrict Council,







