[Report 1895] / Medical Officer of Health, Walton-le-Dale U.D.C.

Contributors

Walton-le-Dale (England). Urban District Council.

Publication/Creation
1895

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/uvbusncv

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode







REP@RT

\ OF THE

Medical Officer of Health

FOL THE

| TURBAD DISTRICT GOULCIL

OF

i WALTON-LE-DALE,

For the Year 18985.

Preston:
Printed by C. W. Wurrenean, 125, Fishergate, and Avenham Street Mill.

1896,

;?:}Q A N, R R, R, IR A, AR, TR, N, i,







THE

(Medical Officer’'s  Report

FOR THE YEAR 189s.

T T LR [ g g

Mr, CrrateMaN aND (FENTLEMEN,

I have again the pleasure of presenting you with an
Annual Report for the year 1895. I have endeavoured to enter
more fully into statistics, bearing on the Divisions of the
Township containing the greatest centres of population ; about
such reports there must be a very great sameness from year to
year, and statistics are not usually very interesting.

It is at all times a diffieult matter to form a correct estimate
of the population. Since the Census Returns of 1891, I think
you will agree with me the population has inereased, but how
to correctly ascertain that increase is my difficulty. Several
methods have been suggested for such caleulations, all more or
less fallacious, the only one to be relied on being that obtained
by enquiry from house to house, this, of course, I could not do,
but I have adopted the following plan: I have taken the
natural increase in the population for the past four years,
namely 561, and dedueted a third fromit, 187, as a migration
allowance, and added the remainder 374 {o the Census Returns
1891, giving an estimated population of 10,930, which I
believe to be very elose on the number. Oa these figures I
have made my returns.
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During the year 333 Births and 227 Deaths were recorded,
showing a natural inerease of Births over Deaths of 106 ; this
is the smallest natural inerease by 32 for the past five years.
Of the Births, 175 are males and 158 females. Of the deaths,
116 were males and 111 females, giving a Birth-rate for the
year in each thousand of the population of 30-46, and a Death-
rate of 20°76,

The Birth-rates for the past five years are as follows :—In
1891, 82:20 ; in 1892, 34-29; in 1893, 35114 ; in 1894, 3050 ;
and in the past vear, 30°46. The Death-rates for the past five
years: In 1891, 25'57; in 1892, 20:08; in 1893, 2084 : in
1894, 15:91; and in 1895, 20-76.

The Death-rate does not show any improvement for the
past year, and literally none for the past five. As in previous
years the mortality is kept up by the Infantile-rate, 102 deaths
having occurred under five years old, or almost fifty per cent. of
all the deaths. This cannot be attributed to any special forms
of disease except Diarrheea and Chest Diseases, from which
there were 17 deaths cach. In former reports I mentioned
some of the difficulties that stand in the way of bringing an
Infant to mature years; few of these have been removed.
These difficulties are due in a great measure, to use the words
of Dr, Meadows, *to the prejudices, neglect and ignorance of
Nurses and Parents,” and to these dangers of Infantile
existence I would add the baneful habit of out-nursing when
Infants are fed on all manner of farinaceous foods, in many
instances highly injurious to the child’s digestive organs, and in
not a few attended with the most dire results. As this report
may possibly fall into the hands of some Mothers, I would add
for their information that farinaceous food should never be
given to an Infant under four months, that if given the Infant’s
stomach is perfectly incapable of effecting the chemical change
necessary to convert it into food that can be assimilated, and if
it be not digested it is liable to set up Gastro Iutestinal Catarrh.



5

Seventy deaths took place under one year old, thirty-two
cne year and under five, eleven five and under fifteen, ten
fifteen and under twenty-five, fifty-one twenty-five and under
sixty-five, fifty-three sixty-five and upwards. It may interest
some to know the greitest ages attained, two died at eighty
years, one eighty-two, cne eighty-three, one eighty-four, four
eighty-five, one eighty-six, and one ninety-two.

There were 58 deaths from the following Zymotic
Diseases :—Secarlatina three, Croup three, Typhoid Fever three,
Measles six, Whooping Cough two, and Diarrhwma nineteen,
giving a Death-rate of 3-47 in each thousand of the population,
or 16:74 per cent. of the total deaths. This isa heavy Mortality,
and has been run up by the deaths from Diarrheea and
Measles; twenty-three out of a total of twenty-five deaths from
these diseases occurred under five years old ; of the two re-
maining one died at sixty-five years, the other at sixty-nine.

Two of the deaths from Searlatina occurred in School Lane,
one in Bamber Bridge. One of the deaths from Diphtheria
occurred in Bamber Bridge, the other in Penwortham. One
from Croup in Higher Walton, and two in Scheol Lane.
From Typhoid Fever cne death occurred in Walton-le-Dale, one
in Higher Walton, and one in the Infectious Hospital. One of
the deaths from Measles in School lane, and five in Bamber
Bridge. One death from Whooping Cough occurred in Higher
‘Walton, the other in School Lane. Six of the deaths from
Diarrhwa oceurred in Walton-le-Dale, two in Higher Walton,
one in School Lane, and ten in Bamber Bridge. From this
statement you will have seen that eighteen of the deaths from
these diseases occurred in Bamber Bridge, a much heavier pro-
portion to this centre of population than it should have un-
fortunately been obliged to suffer. This, in my opinion, is due
to the very defective system of sewage disposal with which
this locality has been contending for many years. The soil has
become saturated to such an extent that even after the new
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Sewers have come into operation, a very considerable time must
elapse before this evil can be overcome. When this change
has taken place, I think we may with confidence look for a
stoady decline in the rate of Mortality from these diseases in
this portion of the Township.

It is hardly necessary to go into the other Zymotic
Diseases, as they are numerically small and not confined to any
piuticular portion of the District.

‘While goiu-g through the Death Returns my attention was
attracted by the large number of deaths attributed to Tuber-
culosis of one ferm or another, and more especially to those
occurring during Infancy. Ior instance, Tubercular Miningitis,
Tabes Mesenterica, and if I add to this Phthisis, there were in
all 25 or 11:01 in each hundred of the deaths. It would be an
interesting problem to determine how many of these cases are
due to hereditary influence, and how many to the causes which
interfere with the nutrition and development of the child, such
as insufficient food, impure air, cold and damp atmosphere, and
the supposed danger of infection from the consumption of milk
secreted by cows suffering from Tuberculosis. Of the latter
souice of infection I cannot speak with any degree of certainty.
It is, however, a most striking fact that the two first named
diseases are almost wholly confined to childhood, the period of
life when most milk is being consumed as an article of food.

When on this subject of milk, I should like to mention
how desirable it would be that well-constructed dairies should be
added to those farm buildings not already provided with them
where the business of kitting is carried on ; in my opinion they
should not be under the same roof with the dwelling-house;
they should be detached buildings, and so constructed that
thorough cleansing could be effected, and yet at the same time
an equable temperature be maintained. The pernicious habit of
collecting milk during the winter months in the kitchens of
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farm houses should be prohibited ; such milk in the case of an
outbreak of Scarlatina, Diphtheria or Typhoid Fever would be
almost certain to absorb the poison angd transmit it to outsiders.
If the izolation of the dairies I have recommended could be
carried ouf, the farmers would be saved the loss which at
present arises when an outbreak of infectious disease cccurs in
their dwellings, compelling them to throw away this milk should
they have neither calves nor pigs to eonsume it.

The deaths from diseases of the respiratory organs were
light, only 42 in all, or 18:50 per cent.

During the year, under the Infectious Disease Notification
Act, 1889, there were certified 11 cases of Diphtheria, 5 of
Erysipelas, 51 of Searlatina, 13 of Typhoid Fever, making in
all 80 cases. Two of the Diphtheria cases occurred at a farm
house in Hennel Lane, one at Higher Walton, six at Bamber
Bridge, une at School Lane, and one at Penwortham. Thirty-
six Scarlatina cases occurred at Bamber Bridge, and fifteen at
School Lane. Two Typhoid Fever cases occurred in Higher
Walton, ten in Bamber Bridge, and one in Walton-le-Dale.
Two of Erysipelas in Higher Walton, and three in Bamber
Bridge. Bamber Bridge stands out as the great centre of
infection, supplying fifty-five cases out of a total of 80.

Six infectious cases wero admitted into the Infectious
Disease Hospital, five of Scarlatina, and one of Typhoid Fever.
They were under treatment for 133 days, at a cost to the
Council of £18, or an expenditure of 28, 81d. a day.

In the month of January 1 inspected and reported to the
Council on the Sanitary cendition of the house occupied by Mr.
J. Wilcock, Bamber Bridge, and advised what steps shculd be
taken in the matter.

During the month of March the Township suffered severely
from an epidemic of Influenza. One death was attributed to it
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in the month of April. A large number of those affected by it
were thoroughly prostrated for several days, and all suffered
mora or less from Pulmonary complications. The Township
does not appear to have ever become quite clear from it since its
first appearance some six years ago, at most unexpected times
1solated cases kept cropping up.

By your instructions, in the month of April I inspected the
mills known as the Lostock Hall Spinning Co. and Walker,
Moss, & Co., and reported on the closet supply. In the first-
mentioned mill T did not think it necessary to make any
alteration. In that of Walker, Moss, & Co., I advised that four
more closets should be provided.

In the month of May, on receipt of the notice of the out-
break of Diphtheria at the Farmhouse at Hennel Lane, I at
once made an inspection as to the etiology of the disease, and
came fo the conclusion that in all probability it was due to a bad
water supply, obtained from a shallow well in one of the fields
to which the cattle had free access; this defect I had peinted
out to the Council on the 20th December, 1894. Since then a
deep well was sunk, but the water from it is not satisfactory,
and has been condemned by your Analyst as unfit for drinking.

Tn the month of May I visited and reported to the Council
on the nuisance caused by a knackers yard at Old Penwortham
Hall. I advised that it should be closed, as in no one way was
it adapted for such a line of business. I subsequently attended
before the magistrates to give evidence, if necessary.

In the month of June, Measles appeared in Bamber Dridge,
School Lane, and Higher Walton. The disease had not quite
disappeared at the end of the year. For the first three months
it was of a severe type, but gradually modified in virulence
towards the end of the year.
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July was ushered in by an outbreak of Scarlatina in
Bamber Bridge, which very soon spread to School Lane. In
these * localities ”” the disease of a mild form continued till the
end of the year, without showing any tendency to spread to the
other populous portions of the township. This is rather to be
wondered at, when you take into account the number of mill
hands that work at factories in these localities, and reside in
other parts of the District.

In the month of September the maximum of infectious cases
was reached, eighteen having been notified. In my report for
the month I mentioned that the Scarlatina was of a very mild
form, the patients speedily recovered from it. A complaint was
made to me that children who had suffered from infectious
disease were allowed to return to school before the stage of
infection had passed, and that healthy children were sent to
school from infected homes; to obviate this, T advised that
leaflets should be printed and distributed by the Teachers and
Nuisance Inspector, informing parents and guardians the length
of time that must elapse afrer an attack of Scarlatina or other
Infections Disease, before a child can with safety resume school
attendance.

In the early part of November we experienced cold, harsh
weather, which ran up the deaths from chest diseases from three
in the previous month to thirteen. In this month I brought
under your notice the sanitary defects of the Pear Tree Inn, at
School Lane end.

The month cf December passed away showing an
appreciable improvement in the list of infectious cases, the
deaths from chest diseases again coming down to three, as in
the month of October.

Infectious localities I have visited onthe first intimation of
disease, and taken the necessary precautions to prevent its
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dissemination. In all instances ample disinfectants have been
supplied, all bedding and eclothing treated in the hot air
chamber, and the bedrooms fumigated.

The bakehouses, with one exception, have been kept clean
and in good order ; the owner of the one in default was served
with notice to abate a smoke nnisance. The slaughter houses
are well kept, and were found at all times most satisfactory.

Under the Nuisance Inspector’s directions the following
sanitary work has been earried cut: —21,102 pails were emptied,
4,154 ashpits cleared, 34 defective closets and ashpits put
into thorough repair, 11 defective drains made good, the
owners of four farms were served with notice to provide a pure
and sufficient water supply for their dairies and cowsheds, one
farm was supplied with the town’s water for the use of ecaftle,
&e., seventeen persons were served with notice to abate nuisances,
one knackers yard was closad, thirty-two houses were fumigated,
and thirty-three parcels of bedding and clothing were treated in
the hot-air chamber, at a sufficiently high temperature to destroy
all microkes.

Your obedient Servant,
ROBT. TRIMBLE, M.D., F.R.C8., D.P.H,

The Walton-le-Dale Urban District Council,
2ith February, 1896,



NOTES ON TABLES A AND B.

Nore 1.

.

Medical Officers of Health of * Combined Districts” must make
it separate Retwrn for the District of each District Council.

Medical Officers of Health acting for a portion only of the
District of a Distriet Counctl should write, in the heading of
the Table, the designation of the Division for which they act.

The words ** Urban,” ** Rural,” or * Metropolitan” must be
inserted in the appropriate space in the heading, according as
the Iistrict is Urban or Rural, or iz within the Metropolitan
Area.

The * Localities " adopted for the purpose of these statistics
should be areas of known population; such as parishes,
groups of parishes, townszhips or wards.

Az stated at the head of the first column in each Table,
Public Institutions should be regarded as separate localities,
and the deaths in them should be separately recorded. Work-
houses, Hospitals, Infirmaries, Asylums, and other establish-
ments into which numbers of people, and especially of sick
people, are received are Public Institutions for the purpose of
these statistics,

The deaths whick have to be classified tn this Table (A), and
summed up in the horizontal line of ** Totals,” are the whole
of those registered as having actually occurred in the several
localities comprised within the Division or District. But the
registered number of deaths frequently requires correction
before it can give an exact view of the mortality of a Division
or Distriet ; and the two lowest horizontal lines are provided
for the purpose of enabling Medical Officers of Health to
indicate, to the best of their ability, what the extent of such
corrections should be. Details concerning the corrective
figures, e.g., the institutions that have been conridered, or
the particular loealities to which corrections apply, may
appear in the text of the report orin supplementary tables.

Area and Population of the
District or Division to which
this Return relates.

Area in Acres, 4682a. Jr. 1p.

Population (1891), 10,556.

In recording the facts under the various headings of Tables A and B,
attention has been given to the notes endorsed on the Tables.

ROBT. TRIMBLE, Medical Officer of Health.
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NOTES ON TABLE B.
(See also Notes on back of Table A.)

Nore 1. The present Table B is concerned with population,
births, and sickness (not with mortality) in the
district or division to which the Table relates.

2. As stated in the heading of Col. (a), Public Institu-
tions should be regarded as separate localities,
and the new cases of sickness in them should be
separately recorded. Workhouses, Hospitals,
Infirmaries, Asylums, and other establishments
into which numbers of people, and especially of
sick people, are received, are Public Institutions
for the purpose of these statistics.

3. Commenits on any unequal incidence of notifiable
disease wpon the several localities, and considera-
tions as to the local incidence of consumption and
other prevalent diseases, should be made in the

text of the Keport.



TABLE (C.)
COUNTY OF LANCASTER.

Summar of Medical Officer’s Keport
FOR 1895.

e e e ol P

URBAN SANITARY DISTRICT OF WALTON-LE-DALE.

P e e g I g e g A g o A S e e P S = T T e g L

Area in Statute Acres, 4,682, 3r. 1p.
Population (Uensus) 1891, 10,556.
Population, Estimated 1895, 10,930.

Name of Medical Officer of Health : Robert Trimble,
SAT.ARY, £50.

o PR R S R A i O A R B i 1 U s TR e s L

Births 1egistered : Male, 175; Female, 158 ; Tetal, 333,

Deaths registered: Male, 116 ; Female, 111 ; Total, 227.

Birth-rate: 3046, Death-rate: 20°76. Rate of Infant
Deaths, under one year, to 1,000 Births, 210-21. Death-rate
from the seven principal Zymotic Diseases, per 1,000 of popula-
tion, 3-47,

Diseases prevalent : Measles and Scarlatina. Period : June
to end of year,

What Action taken 7 The usual Disinfectant.

What is the Character of the Hecepital Accommodation?
Eight Beds, Cottage. Is it Joint or otherwise? No. No. of
Beds? KEight. What were the cases treated? One Typhoid
Fever, five Scarlatina. Deaths in Hospital? One. From what
Cause ¥ Typhoid Fever.

How is Disinfection carried out? Fumigation. Apparatus
used ? Hot-air Chamber.

Is the Infectious Disease (Notification) Act in force ? Yes.

Are any Diseases not specifically mentioned in the Aet
notifiable ? No.



SUMMARY—ConriNuED.

What is the character of
House Accommodation ?

Has any action been taken
under ‘* The Housing of
the Working Classes
Act, 18907 ?

Water Supply

Is Scavenging carried ouf
satisfactorily ? ...

By Sanitary Authnnty or
Contract ?

How is the Refuse dis-
posed of ?

What is the character of
Drainage and the form
of Bewage Disposal ?

Canal Boats

What 1s the condition of
the Bakehouses ?

Slaughter Houses
Lodging Houses.  Are
they Rlegistered ?

Are the Dairies, Cowsheds,
and Milkshops periodi-
cally inspected? Have
any Regulations been
made by your autherity
under the Authorty of
the Local Government

Board ?...

Cottages Houses,

All houses to be kept in good
order.

District Council. Deep Well.

Yes, fairly.
By Contract.

Uged as manure,

Sewage Works almost completed.

Occasionally one with manure.
Only a few yards of Canal in
Township.

Good order.

Clean and in good order.

None.

Yes.



SUMMARY —CoNTINUED.

Have the Factories and
Workshops  been in-
spected, and with what
results ?

CEN CE

Can you express any
opinion as tc the effect
of Factory Labour on
the Operatives ? :

Sale of Food and Drugs |

Act

Food unfit for Human
Consumption. Amount
seized 7...

River Pollution ...

LY ]

Any Special Report of |

MedicalOfficer of Health
during the year?

Department of Inspectors
of Nuisances ...

L

Smoke

Has the Authority adopted
(w) * The Infectious Diseases
Prevention Act, 1800

{b) **The Public Health Acts
Amendment Act, 1890 %"

Yes, mentioned in Annual Report.

They are of poor physique.

No. of Samples purchased

{ Prosecutions

None.

Sewage.

None.

One on the Knackers yard at Pen-

wortham Oid Hall.

No. of Legal Proceedings

{H{:. of Notices served
taken and result,

( Do you suffer from this
form of Nuisance,

Mo, of Observations.

No, of Legal Proceedings
taken and result,

Give approximately the
number of tall chim-
neysineonnectionwith

\ mills or large works.

i

Yes,
Yes.

Mentioned
in Report.

I do not
know that
Lo -
%w. aints
ve heen
made,
None,
Do.

Abonut
twelve,












