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WALSINGHAM RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

Report of the Medical Officer of Health for
the year ended 31st December,1972

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present the annual report for 1972.
The report of the Chief Public Health Inspector is included.

SECTION I

GENERAL STATISTICS

{a) The Walsingham Rural District covers 88,818 acres and
is divided inte 39 parishes.
(b) The estimated Mid-Year Home Fopulation for the District

for 1972 was 17,920.
Table showing estimated population for the last 10 years

Year 1963] 1964] 1965] 1966] 1967 ] 19681 19690 | 1970 | 1971 | 1972 |

Estimated
Mid-Year 2041019550 | 19680 [19190 |19360 |19060 [18720 18230 L7400 [17920

| Fopulation

There were 224 deaths and 281 live births registered,
showing a natural increase of births over deaths of 57.

(n} The Rateable Value of the District was £632,255.
(a) The Product of Penny Rate was £6,025.

VITAL STATISTICS - 1972

Births :-

The Registrar General's figures for live and still births
in the District were 281 and 3 respectively.

A table showing legitimate and illegitimate live births
for past 5 years :-

1968] 1969 [ 1970 |1971 1972

Males 140 135 117 148 133

Legitimate Females 137 129 127 113 125
Total 277] 264] 244 | 261 | 258

Males 12 10 8 10 12

Illegitimate Females 11 9 [ a 11
Total 23 19 14 18 23

Total Live Births 300 283 258 279 _EBI

Live Birth Rate

The crude birth rate was 15.7 per 1,000 population. The
corrected birth rate (using a comparability factor of 1.08) was 17.0
per 1,000 population. The birth rates for England and Wales, and the
Administrative County of Nerfolk, were 14.8 per 1000 and 15.5 per 1000
respectively.
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Illegitimate Births

The number of illegitimate live births was 23. The
percentage of illegitimate liwve births to the fotal live births was 8.
Btill Births

Theres wera 3 stillbirths in 1972, giving a stillbirth rate
per 1,000 total live and stillbirths of 11. The rate for England and
Walea was 12, and for the Administrative County of Morfolk 12.0.

A table showing legitimate and illegitimate stillbirths for past
5 yeara -

1568|1969 (19701971 [1972

Males 2 0 2 0 2

Legitimate Females 1 0 1 1 1
Total . | 4] 3 il 3

Males - = = = -

Illegitimate Females - - - - -
Total - - - ~ -

| Total Stillbirths 3 - 3 1 3

Infant Deaths
Four infants under one year of age died in 1972.
Infant Mortality Rate

This iz caleculated as the total infant deaths under one year
of age per 1,000 live births, and fer 1972 wes 14. The rate for
England and Wales wasa 17, and for the Administrative County of Norfolk
-lﬁll'

The Legitimate Infant Mortality Rate equals the deaths in
legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live births, and for 1972 was 16.

The Tllegitimate Infant Mortality Rate equals the deaths
in illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births, and for
1972 was gzoro.

The Necnatal Morfality Rate equals the dsaths of infants
undzr four weeks of age per 1,000 live births. Of the four deaths of
infants under one year, itwo were in infants under four weeks. The
rate for 1972 was 7.

The Early Neonatal lortality Eate equals the deaths of
infante under one week of age pei 1,000 live births. Of the two deaths
of infants under four weeks of zge, both were under one week of age,
giving a rate of 7.

The Perinatal Mortality Rate is the combined stillbirths and
deathe under one week of age per 1,000 total live and stillbirths. The
rate for 1972 was 18.

Maternal Mortality Rate

Wo deaths occurred in 1972, therefore the rate was zero.

(4)
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De2aths from all causes

The Hegistrar General has recorded the following deaths tabled
unler the International Statistical Classifications of Diseases, Injuries

and Causes of Death,l966.

were =10 deaths due to those causss.

Where headings are omitted from the table, there

Uanse of Death

Sex

All
Ages

In-
der

4

wke | 1

4 wks
and
under
:-FT+

AGE

15- [25-

IN

YEARS

5=

45-

| Intaritis and Other
Diarrhoeal Diseases

=

Ti\.a.l:‘.gnant Neoplas=m,
(Tueccal Cavity elc.

"lialignant Neoplasm,

1 =i =

Jescphagus
{Mal_ gnant Neoplasm,

| Stemach

[
Ilr-'llnll

"Mal’gnant Neoplasm,
ntestine

lalignant Neoplasm,
Ltng, Bronchus

55- [65- 175 -

| ¥alignant Neoplasm,
) 2reast

M3 B i == R

Halignant Neoplasm,
Utaxus

e B e B B e e R =

[+ SR B LN RY R Sl Y el o] B el I

I
=

;Malignant Neoplasm,
| Brostate

ieukaemia

Other Malignant
| Heoplasms

Liabates Mellitua

- Utner Endocrine etc.
 Jiscases

.l.'der.‘;al Disorders

(ther Diseases of

Jerveus System
Chronic Rheumatic

Hﬂart_giaaaae

hrpertensive
Digease

I
I
(=R

' Ischaemic Heart
| Disease

= =

i w0l
i

= o1 =)
'.._I

Other Forms of

' Heart Disease

Cersbrovascular
| Disease

1 1= =

Othar Diseases of
Circulato gtem

I
o=y 1

1

| 2 |

Pneumonia

1
1

1
I

[T

Zronchitis and
: Sema

O | el L 1

Otlier Diseases of
|_Eespiratory System

o Lt I L = L ] L I e L L L T I L T LT =

. e bt L
l= 1 o =l el =le &ffale =l e el sl el e o =] e
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Ieathe from all causes

cont'd.

Cause of Death

sex

Tn=-
All |der
Ages|d
wke

Year

15=

25=

35+

45-

55-

ik

Peptic Ulcar

Intestinal Obstrug-
tion and Hernia

Uther Diseases of
Digestive System

=

Hephritis and
Nephrozis

Dizeases of Skin,
| Subcutaneous Tissue

Diseasas of Musculo-
Skeletal System

[ [ ]

N L B

Congenital
Anomalies

]

Birth Injury, Diffi-
gult Labour, etec.

==

Motor Vehiele
Accidents

1]

ll.llllMill.l—'lM'l—"ll—'[l—‘l—l

All Other
fAecidents

=

[ =N

All Other External
Cauges

= g opaf o = e b ) s 0 b O

(1 0

AL L T |

II—'JII
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SECTION II

FOTIFIAELE DISEASES

One hundred and twenty cases of infectious diseases were notified
during 1972.
Incidence of Infectious Diseases for past 5 years :-

1968 | 1969 | 1970 | 1971 | 1972

Measles 176 25| 198 41 108
Whooping Cough 1 - = = E
Pulmonary Tuberculosis 1 1 1 2 1
Hon-Pulmonary Tuberculosis - - - 1l 1
Dysentery 4 - - - -
Food Poisoning - - - 2 6
_ Scarlet Fever = T 1 3 4
Infective Hepatitis 2 - - -
Meningitis - 2 - - -
Total 183 37 1 200 12 | 120

Measles Vaccination
Immunisation againat measles is offered by the County Council.

A table showing measles immunisation by year of birth:-

Total
Born 1972 -
n 1971 80
Lt L 41
" 1969 12
"o 1965 - 68 57
Others under age 16 years -
190

Hubells Tmmunigation

Immunisation against German Measles is offered by the County
Council to girle who are in their fourteenth year of age. WNinety-seven
girls were immunised in the District.

Tuberculosis
Two new casesa of tuberculosis were reported.
Incidence of Tuberculoais for past 5 years -

1968 ] 1969 1970 1971 | 1972

e Pulmonary 1 1 1 2 1

W g8 : Non-Pulmonary 2 - I 1 1
- Pulmonary - - - =

Igward Transfers : Non-Pulmo i = = = -
Numbers on Register Pulmonary 37 25 27 29 30
at 3lst December Non-Pulmonary 3 3 3 4 5
Total 40 28 30 33 35

(9)



B.C.G. Vaccinaticn

Immunization against tuberculesis iz offered by the County
Council to boys and girls who are in their fourteenth year of age.
The injection is given at school.

The following table records B.C.G. vaccination in the Diastrict
during 1972.

School Teated | Read |Positive|Hegative | Vaccinated
Fakenham Secondary Modern| 116 101 i 24 93
Fakenham Grammar 49 45 - 45 42
Alderman Peel, Wells a2 T& 3 T8 5
Melton Constable Secon-

1 e ; 26 24 al 23 23
Total 273 248 11 237 233 i
Poliomyelitis

There were no cases of poliomyelitis in the Distriet in 1972,
Immunisation, by oral vaccine, is offered bW the County Council.

The following table shows the number of persons immunised
against poliomyelitiz during 1972.

Age Groups iﬂtgl
Children born in 1972 -
Children born in 1971 129
Children born in 1970 34
Children born in 1969 2
Children born 1965 - 1968 10
Others under age 16 years 1
Total Primary Courses completed 1]5 i
Reinforcing doses (all children under 16) 283

The following table shows immunisation against poliomyelitis
for the past five years :-

1968 | 1969] 1970] 1971 | 1972 |
Initial Courses
Walsingham R.D. 250 | 135) 219 | 1671176
Reinforcing
Walsingham R.D. 222 644| 300 | 347 283

(10)



Diphtheria, Whooping Cough and Tetanus

There were nc cases of diphtheria, whooping cough or tetanus
notified in 1972.

The County Council is the health anthority responsible for the
organigation of immunisation against these three diseages.

The following table gives more information about immumisation
againgt Diphtheria, Whooping Cough and Tetanus in the population, from
birth to 16 years of age, in the District in 1972.

Total ]
Tnitial immunisation 167
Triple Booster injection EE I
Initial immmisation
Diphtheria/Tetanus Booster injection 161
Initial immonisation -
Diphtheria Booster injection -
Initial immunisation 2
Tetanus Booster injection 164

The following table shows immunisation against these diseases,
in the District, for the past five years :=-

1968 |1969 | 1970 | 1971 | 1972

prinle Initial immunisation 227 131 200§ 159 187
P Boogter injection 249 | 167 T1 49 23
Diph'thiri.&f Initial immunisation 2 2 10 10 &
Tetanus Booster injection 157 | 365 | 195 | 186 | 151
. Initial immunisation - - - - =
RUReis Booster injection 2| [Py o e i e ]
Initial immunisation 4 g 10 5 2

.- Booster injection 2271 101 | 140 206{ 164

I wish to thank the Chairman and Members of the Public Health
Committee, and the staff of the Public Health Department and the
Local Health Office for their interest, support and help throughout the year.
I remain, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your Obedient Servant,

IIH.IIE’ G.mﬂm, HIB-I ,CH-E- |DI|P-!H! ,D--T -Ht & H-l
Medical Officer of Health

(11)
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HOUSING

(a) Slum Clearance

The following table sets out work done under this heading:-

1972
Houses demolished as a result of formal procedure -
fumber of unfit or defective houses rendered it 8
during the period as a result of informal action
by the Council.
Humber of houses made fit by owners as a result g 7
of formal action
Number of demolition orders made during the year 2
Number of closing orders made during the year 1

{b) Hew Dwellings

The following figures include conversions of non-domestic

buildinge teo habitaticn:-

By private perscns -

3y Loecal Authority =

at the end of the year.

(e) Improvement Grants

35 completed during the year.

1971
9
10

Ll LN

139 completed and 63 under construction

Since improvement grants were intreduced in 1949, the Council
authorised the feollowing:-

Fiotal Amount

For Occupation by Grant ezsential | Grant to
netified to rank tc preserve improve
for grant Owner Tenant house and pro- amenities

ft vide amenities only
Ja.t‘“. . n&c.19?1

£61,002.00 2 44 44 19 69
Total at Dec.1971

£257,445.15 275 433 222 ATOQ
-._-&I"- I DE': rl??g

£63,691.00 45 49 14 80
Total at Dee.l972
_;3§1,136.15 320 482 236 250
(d) Standard

The following are statistics of Standard Grants approved since 1959
when they were introduced:-

Total amount notified to rank for grant Eﬁf;giggﬂgtiﬂqmﬂn;;t
Jan - Dec.1971 £17,487.00 49 21
Total July 1959

to Dec. 1971 £181,239.00 519 229
Jan. to Dec.1972 £13,377.00 39 17

(14)




PLANS SUBMITTED TO COUNCIL

No.of plans considered by Committee 1972 ... 1,064
No.of plans considered by Commitiee 1971 ... 1,209

Hew Dwellings Alteraticna to Factories Domestic Hise.
Twell ings
380 610 3 15 205
Qutline
Applications
565 5 = - 14

~  Excellent co-operation between the office and Architects and Builders
continued, but some difficulty has been experienced with a minority of
builders through failure to notify certain stages of building works at
the proper time.

FREVERTION OF DAMAGE BY FESTS ACT - Action by Rodent Operators

5ix thousand one hundred and ten inspections of properties were
made, and six hundred and eighty-two treatments were given to premises
found to be infested with rats and mice.

One hundred and twenty-seven treatments of farm lands and premises
were carried out.

FooD .
(a) Food Preparing Premises
Mool Complying with| No.to which} Conplying
Type of premises Premises| Regulation 16 | Regulation | with
(Washing 19 applies | Regulation
facilities) (Provision | 19
[ of HH‘I.’E.]
| Bakehouses 6 6 & 6
utchers Shops 13 13 13 13
Catering Establish-
e iaEE 12 12 12 Lid !
"Fish Shops 5 5 5 5
Provision Stores 69 69 69 69 .
Mariet Foodstalls

The number of foodstalls attending Fakenham Market increased during
the year, some being sited at the 0ld Cattle Market. These were
regularly visited and minor contraventions remedied without the need
for formal action.

() ﬁ
Special Desimmation) Regpulations 196

There were twenty Dealer's (Pre-packed Milk) Licenses issued to
retajlers in the Walsingham Rural District at the end of 1972.

(15)
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FACTORIES

Factoriea Act 1961

Annual Report for 1972 under Section 153(1) of

the Factories Act 1961

1. Inspections for the purposes of provisions as to health (ineluding
inspections made by Public Health Inspectors).

Ho.on Humbe of
FPremises Register | Inspec-jWritten| Occu-
tions |Notices| piers
Prose=-
cuted
(1) () (3) (4) (5)
(i) Pactories in which Sections 1,
2,3,4 and 6 are enforced by 4 5 = o
Local Authorities
(1i) Facteries not included in (1)
in which Section 7 is enforced 86 23 3 =
Local Authority
I:Liiiﬂthur Premises in which See-
tion 7 is enforced by Local - - - -
Authority (excluding out-
workers premises)
Total a0 28 3 ]
2. QCages in which DEFECTS were found.
Humber of cases in which Number of
defects were found cases in

flant of cleanlinesgs (S.1) -

Refarred |which prose-
Particulars Found | Reme- | +to H.M. | by cutions were
died Inspec- | H.M. | instituted
tor Tnapece
tor
(1) (2) | (3) (4) 1(5) (6)

Gmmﬁ (5.2) -

= =

Unreascnable temperature (5.3)] -

= =

Inadequate ventilation (S.4) -

Ineffective drainage of
floors (S.6) =

Sanitary Conveniences (5.7)

al Insufficient -
Unsuitable or defective 3
¢] Hot separate for sexes -

3 - - =
Other offences against the !
Act (mot including offences = - & - 5
relating to Qutwork)
Total 3 3 - - -
3. Part VIII of the Act. Outworkers - HNil.

(17)
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