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WALSINGHAM RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

Locsl Health Office,
Church Street,
Wells=next=the-Sea,

Norfollk,

ANNUAL FEFORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH FOR THE YEAR ENLDED
3lst DECEMEER, 1955

INTRODUCT ION

Mr Chairman, My Lord, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I hawve the honour to present for your information and considera-
tion the Annual Report for the yoar 1955 compiled according to the direc-
tions of the Minister of Health,

Publis Health or the hcalth of the comminity can be described
in different ways depending on which aspect of healith is being emphasised,
It is often expressed in toms of infont mortelity or of death rates or by
ths ‘amount of disease and di=sability present, such as the number of cases
of ecancer, poliomyelitis, ete, Judged by the mortality rates the heeslth
of the district haa been very good, The infant mortality rate and death
rate are lower than is most previous years and less than the rates for
England and Wales as a whole, But this does not present a complete pio-
tures of all that is meant by public health and mortality figures give
little indication of the amount of soecial disorder or of conditions host~
ile to health such as overcrowding, bad housing and bad sanitation, The
incidenoe of diseases which are or may be influenced by environmental
conditions such as infective hepatitis and poliomylitis was low, but that
is no indication that environmental conditions are good, It is more likely
that the community has a certein degree of immmity or perhaps is protected
by its remoteness from large centres of population,

I thank the Chairmen and Mermbers of the Public Health Committee
for the courtesy and consideration shown to the Public Health Staff during

the yeer,
: I have the honour to be,
Your obedient Servant,
J: Coutts Milne,

Vodical Officer of Health,

To the Chairman and Members of
the Walsingham Bural District Couneil



PART 1
{_Ganaral Report of the Medical Officer of Health)

1, SLAFF

There was no change in the staff during the year under review,

25 The WALSINGHAM RURAL DISTRICT situated in North Norfolk com-
prises 38 parishes and has its administrative centre at Fakenham, The
district is essentially an agricultural cne, although its nine miles of
sea coast provide facilities for the mussel industry and an attraction
for sumer visitors., There are a few factories centred in and around
Pakenham, The District has in addition a number of Defence Establishe
ments and in last year's report I commented on the effect of thase
establishments on the population,

The population of the district as estimated by the Registrar
General for mid-1955 is 24,130, exactly the sams figure as for mid-195L.
The natural increase of births over deaths amounted to 170,

3., BIRTH AND DEATH RATE 1

During the year there were 359 live births giving a
of 14,87 per 1,000 of the population, The comparability factor given
the Registrar General which when applied to the local rate gives a i
which can be compared with the rate for cther areas is 1,29 for births.
Thus the adjusted birth rate is 19,18 which compares with the rate of
15,0 for England and Wales as o whole, This high rate is sccounted for
by the inereased number of young Service families in the distriot,

There were 8 still births (6 being males), giving a rate of
21.8 per 1,000 live and still births, which compares with 'l:.hu ra.t:ﬁ of

2%.1 for England and Wales,

The 189 deaths give a erude death rate of 7,83 per 1,@53 of
the population - the comparability factor is 1,02 so that the adjusted
rate of 7.89 compares with that of 11,7 for England and Wales,

rate
0 by

L. INFANT MORTALITY RATE

There were 7 deaths in children under one yesar and hJ-l thauﬂ
deaths ocourred under 4 weeks of age, The infant mortality rate is 19.5
per 1,000 related births compared with 23,3 for the previous year and
with a rate of 24,9 for England and Wales as a whole, The perinatal
rate, based on a combination of still births and deaths in ths first
four weeks of 1ife and which is considered to give a better picture of
infant mortality is 40,9 compared with a rate of 45.3 for the previous
yeal,

5. CANCER

26 of the deaths in the district were recorded from cancer of
wvarious types. 15 of these were males, the szame figure as the average
for the past 5 years. 1l were femnles, o figure well below the average
of 18 far the past 5 years, Only 3 of these deaths were from cancer aof
the respiratory trant, 2 being males,

6, INFECTIOUS DISEASES

(2) General

There were 300 cases of infectious diseases notified during
the year, a decrease of 267 from the previcus yoar, mainly accounted for
by a decrease in measles and whooping cough cases, There was, however,
an increase in the number of cases of scarlet fever.



(b) Measles

In the last quarter of .the year, cases of measles occurred in the
perishes of Briston, Melton Qonstable and Field Dalling - a part of the dig-
trict which for some reason was not affected by the epidemic in 1954, oOf
the 203 cases reported, 2 were in infants under 1 year of age, and 173 in
children between the ages of 1 and 10 years, About half the cases occcurred
in the age groups 5 - 9 years,

() Mhooping Cough

Thera was a considerable decrease in the number of cases of Whoop=
ing ocough reported; 35 as compared with 1C5 in 1954, This mmber was also
well below the annual average of the last 10 years, All but 6 cases ocourred
during the last quarter of the year, mainly in the parishes of Briston and

# Melton Oonstable, coincidental with the cutbreak of measles in these parishes.
All the cascs were in children under 10 years of age, and one was under 1
year old, No deaths were recorded as dus to this disease,

(@) Scarlet Pever

Durdng the year 37 casgses of ascarlet fever were reported — a
. congidermble increase over Lhe rrevious years - compored with 2 cases in
. 1954 and 6 in 19535, Former year: showing a higher incidence of scarlet
faver were 1950 (30 cases) 1949 (31 cases) and 1944 (56 casges). Ta 1944,
most ef the cases cecurred in Fakenham, Briston and Walsingham,

- Almest all the cases cocwrred in and around Pakenham, 10 ocourr—
ing in July, 10 in Octobeor, 7 in Noverber and 3 in December, Most of the
cages were in children aged between 3 and 7 years of age: the youngest
being in a child of 2 years, All the cases were mild in type. The Public
Health Laboratory found that the infection was haemolytic streptococcus
type 4, a type which mey result in kidney damage as a complication, Apart
from a number of cases occurring in 2 children in the same family, no
direct contact could be traced between cases, The 37 cases give an inci-
dence rate of 148 per 100,000 of the population which can be compared with
that of 197 per 100,000 for England and Wales in 1954 and 139 in 1953, In
this country at one time scarlet fever was a leading cause of death amongst
the infeotious diseases of children, but since 1B70 the disease has become
progressively milder and to=day it is almost a trivial illness, although
there is always the possibility of reveraion to a severe form, Why cases
ercp up in A commmity from time to time it is not possible to say; some
variety of the causative organism is always present and it has been postu-
lated that a strain must have epidemic capacity te give rise to ocutbreaks,
Ap the Chief Madical Officer of the Ministry of Health in his Anmual Report
for 1954 says "the notifiable streptococcal diseasec; erysipelas, puerperal
sepais are indicators of a much greater and more complex range of clinical
conditions and this i3 the main reasen for eeo! Yiruing to make them notifj-
able", There iz no pmrantec either that the serverc form of the disease
| will not returm,

(e) Diphtheria
o case was rotificl during the yenr, Only cone case has been
recorded in the pos’ § years = that of an adult in 1252, The incidence
of Diphtheria in Ingland and Wales continumes 4o fall from 3,575 cases and
156 deaths in 1718 to a new low figure of 16l cases with 11 deaths in
1955, In order to eralicats the discase, it is considered neceasary to
gsoure the immmisation of not less than ‘i’% of babies before their first
birthday, In Area 8, the number of children immunised before they were
one yeer old was L1,

(f) Poliomyelitis

Four cases of poliomyelitis were notified during the ¥year com-
pared with 3 in 1954, One case in August, an adult who became ill 2 days
after arriving in the district from Iondon and two cases in Septerber,
both in young Air Force persomnel who were presumed to hawve contrcted the




infection cutside this country, and one case in October = slso in an
airmsn on the same Service Station, Two of the four cases were para-
lytic - one being fatal, and the other two were noneporalytic. So that

it may, I think, be said that no indigenous case actually ccourred, and in
this the district was fortunate, as in the rest of England and Wales, pol
myelitis showed a particularly high incidence - the number of notifications
being exceeded only in the outbreaks in 1947 and 1950, In this connection
some recently published work on the distribution of poliomyelitis entibodies
in the blood of children, an indication of immmity - is of interest, In
Betwys~Y-Ooed, a village in Wales about the size of Elakeney, although no
cases of poliomyitis had been reported since 1912, it was found that in-
fection by poliomyelitis viruses in childhood was extremely ccmmon and it
is possible that such widespread infection at an early age may partly ex-
plain the low incidence of the dis=ease in that village,

A big step towards the safe and effective control of poliomyelit
in this country was taken early this year (1956) when a veluntary scheme
of vaccination with a BEritish variant of the Salk Vaccine was introduced
and offered to children born between the yearsl947 and 1954 inclusive,

() Infective Hepatitis

There was a very marked decrease in the number of cases notified |
only one case in a schoolboy at Crabbe, in February, compared with 37 cases
in 1954,

Combining the number of cases in the three districts in Area 8,
cases notified totalled L among a combined population of 43,000, giving
an incidence rate of 0,1 per 1,000 compared with a rate of 1,3 in 1954,

(h) Tuberculosis

Ten new cases of pulmorary tuberculosis were notified during
the year, 9 being female, BEight of them were transfers from other dist
leaving 2 local cases, One death occcurred from pulmonary tuberculosis, E
the first time for a munber of years there were no new cases of ;
tuberculosis,

A% the end of the year 73 cases remained on the register compars
with 85 at the end of the previous year, Fart of this reduction was accoun
ed for by detailed re-check of all nemes on the register and the remowal o
the names of persona who had recovered or removed from the distriot,

(i) Pood Poisoning

Only cne small family cutbreak was reported, all 7 members being
affected with a mild illness of short duration, No causative organisms
were isclated, nor cowld the source of infection be determined,

In this district, food poisoning se far, has not been a problem
= althcugh in the rest of the country food poisoning has increpsed greatly
in the post war period due, it is thought, to the merked extension aof
commmnal feeding, MNe doubt, apart from school meals, there %8 not the |
need or demand for communal meols in a rural area and so the sisk of food
infection is minimised, Fossibly too, quite a number of food upsets do
not come to the notice of the doctor, Food premises, however, reguire to
be brought up to a certain standard end in this connection, the new Food
Regulations which come into force on lat January 1956 are to be welcomed,

7+  LEGISLATION

Puerperal Pyrexia (Amendment) Rejulations 1954

A new form of notificetion for cases of pusrperal pyrexia
requiring the cause of the disease, if known, to be stated, came into
operation on the lst March 1955,

The Transfer of Functions (Food and Drugs) Order 1955

With effect from the 6th July 1955 responsibility for certain
funotions relating to food hygiene were transferred from the Minister
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food to the Minister of Health,

Food and Drugs Act 1355
By the Food and Drugs Amendment Act 1954 (appointed Day) Order

-l



1955, the lst January 1956 was the day appointed on which the Food and
Drugs Act 1955 came into force, New Food Hygiene Repulationa 1955 also
came into force on the same day,

Enackers! Yard Byelaws

During the year, modelbyelaws relating to lmackers' yards were
submitted and confirmed by the Minister of Apriculture, Fisheries and Food
and came into force on the lst April 1956,

8, MILK AND DAIRIES REGULATIONS

Two Orders were issued during the year to restrict the sale of
milk on account of Tubercubsis, One Order was removed later in the year
as was one Order imposed in a previous yeari so that only one Order re=-
madined in foroe at the end of the year,

Hio report of milk infeocted with brucellsa sbortus was received
during the year, One restriction order imposed in a previcus year was
removed and three orders remanined in force at the end of the year,

9.  ANTHRAX

Between February and March, six reports were received of sus-
pocted anthrax = five conoerned pigs and one a ocw, It is generally cone
gidered that the scurce of infection in such cases arises from the use of
imported feeding stuffs or fertilizers,

10, IONAL ASSISTANCE ACT 13548

Mo eotion was ecalled for under Sectdon L7 of the National
Assistance Act 1948,

11, mmﬂmm DMUNISATION IN AREA No, 8
(a) Vaccination

167 children under the age of 1 year were vaccinated during
1955 in Area 8, which comprises the Rurel Districts of Docking and Wal-
singham and tha Urban Districts of Hunstanton and Wells, There were 851
births during the year in the Area so that only the equivalent of 1B.4%
of the ohildren born were vaccinated, a figure well below that for the
country as a whole, This figure is without doubt an under estimate as
births among American service farmdlies are included in the total munber
of births, but figures of the number of American babies wvaccinated are
not available, Z17 reports of primary voccination and 50 of re-wvaccina-
tion were received during the year, The following table gives details of
the age groups :—

Age Group Vaccinations Re=vaccinations
Under 1 year ) 167 =
Aged 1 year 10 2
2 = b years 8 3
5 = U, years 6 5
15 years and over 26 40
Total 211 %0

(b) Diphtheria Dmmnisation

Diphtheria immnisation is best carried out during the last
quarter of the child's first year of life and booster doses are required
to be given at the ages of 5 and 9 yesrs, Immunisation is carried out at
infant welfare centres and at surgeries and re-immmnisations at schocl
madical inspeotions,

The following table shows the number of children who were
immnised during the year in Area 8,
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imperative, B8ir William Savage has stated that one of three factors should
datarm.'.ne whether a sevwerage scheme is or is not required in a rural area

viz,, (a) possibility of pollution of a water supply, (b) if direct nui-
sance or inconvenience caused and (o) if there is serious river pollution,
In Fakenham during the drier months of the year (b) and (c¢) cperate. To
my mind Fakenham's extension takes priority cver Hlakeney's needs,

13, HOUSING

A relatively considerable shift in the population tock place
during the year, through the closing of huts at Little Snoring and North
Creake Airfields with rehousing of the cccupants in Little Walsingham and
Fakenham, It is not possible to even venture to estimate the gain to the
‘health and well being of the people concerned in such a move, Taken at
_its least, I certainly know that many fewer complaints have been made to
me this past winter of housing defects. Dempness was the invhriable cause
Tor complaint, It is not possible to make any dogmtic statement on the
effect of dampness upon heslth, It is recognised that a cold damp climmte
promotes a tendency to chronie rhewmatio offections but no direct associa-
‘tion has been traced to housing alone, 3ad housing conditions certainly
have an adverse effect on health but the part played by poverty, over=
crowding, bhad management and dilapidation of the dwelling cannot each be
seperately assessed. Dompness is the great ally of disrepair and leads
to deterioration of furniture and furnishings, To see how quickly the
linoleum or carpet rot and the paper pesls off the wall after a room has
been redecorated makes one realise why the housewife in a damp cottage
gives dampness highest priority on tho list of defects. The fact that
physical ill-health cannot be deconstrated as being caused by dampness
should not be used as an argument that a damp house is not unfit for
habitation,

I am indebted to I B, D, Riches, Heousing Manager for the
following report :=

At the 3lat Decerber 1955 the Couneil had 1099 ccoupied dwellings
made up as follows :=

Pre-wnr Ihm].'l.iru;s e e sa . oea ' - 'II-EE
Fost=war Duellings .. s .e . 551

Converted Hutments under hﬁ.ni-str':.r Gircular o,
20/46 (Paragraph 6) = Little Snoring .. s L
o : mfb‘s PEII‘EIE,I‘&P]T E‘ - lNorth Gmﬂkﬂ -w a 5
' zqu Paragraph &) — Langham: o0 s ee s 11
[P&rﬂgﬁ;‘h J{- - ?‘.I.dl'l'h'lg Horton . .. e 51

—

Total . LR ] l’ﬁglg

i e——
S ——

It will be noted thers is a very small increase of occupied
dl‘el].ing- over last year, although during the jear 70 new dwellings
were completed and cocupied, but the majority of these dwellings were
allotted to families living in lmtments, and this has enabled the
Council to carry out its policy to clear. the ocecupied hutments on
North Creake, Crossways, The Coppice and Church View, Little Snoring.
Only 15 families are left on these sites and alternative sccommodaticn
has already been offered to the remaining families and it is anticipated
these four sites will be cleared by the end of arch 1956,

The Comeil will hawve 29 families living in converted nissen
hutments on The Drift, Bell Close, Little Snoring and Hellew Lane, Langham
and no provision has yet been made to ro-house these families,

During the year 52 dwellings were put out to tender, and 25 of
this number were commenced, Some 48 pre~war and post-war houses in various
parishes were re-let and 20 exchanges were effected, 25 hufments at Little
Snording, Langham and Pudding Norton were also re-let during the year,

It was possible to effect a nuiber of exchanges ﬂuring the year
and this has been made possible by building a high proportion of twe-






out of a total collection of rent and rates amounting to approximately
£50,000 there was approximately £20 outstanding over 1. days, which is
«04# of the total rent roll, Court proceedings were taken in one case
during the year, and possession wms given to the Council,

PART II
(Medical Statistics)

TARLE 1 - GENERAL STATISTICS .

Ares {iﬂ mﬂ} . - e - X - s s B'ﬂ'p'ﬂlﬂ‘
Eatimated Resident FPopulation . s s we ve owe 24,130
R&tmlblﬁ 'l.l'ﬂ-.ue - " - " - - - - . - - 532'312

Bum Represented by a Penny Robe .. ss  ss ss se £375

TAELE 2 - LIVE BIRTHS

Moles Pemles Total

L’aﬂt‘mtﬂ L2 ] - L L] - 165 1?9 iil-?
Ille Eitimtﬂ ™ .n - .- e E 'El 1z
174 185 359

Live Birth Rate per 1,000 of Estimated Resident Populatiom ., 14.87

TABLE 3 = STILL EIRTHS
Mnles Famnles Total
I'&git'Mt' LRl LR} LR Ll - G 2. E

mﬂsit‘lllntﬁ L - - — — —

& 2 8

8till Birth Rate per 1,000 total live and still births ., 2.8

TABLE 4 - DEATHS (211 ages)

Males  Females — Total
112 77 189

Gruda Death Hate por 1,000 of Estimabted Resident Population .. T.B3

TAHLE 5 - INFANT MORTALITY (DEATHS OF DFANTS UNIER ONE YEAR)

Males Fe:mles Total

Ilﬂ.gitimt-ﬂ - e = - - L .3 T
ﬂlﬂgi‘himhta L - L] - e = "~ —
+ 3 i

Iﬂfﬂn‘t Hﬂﬂﬂitﬁr PI'.E.'I‘ l,ﬂﬂﬂ 11‘9‘3 hmhﬂ 'K ] 'R 1 - - L] lgl—'h'g







TAEBLE 9 - DEATHS ACCORDING TO AGES (INCLUDING OUIWARD TRINSFERS)

883588888

and under 30 .
and under 40 .
and under 5‘:' e
and mﬂﬂr & e
and under 70 aa
and wnder Eﬂ e
and under 90 -
and under 100 ..
Total ..

Total Mmaﬂ -

- w

L

LR

LR
-
e
&
L

.
-
LR
LR

Moles Females Total
s e 5 3 E
LE ] L l — l
R 1 s 1
(] . L 2 E
s % 2 L E‘
ew e 2 2 L
e -m 12 }4.. 1-5,
L - Eu u i
e e i 20 51
@ - }2 2L 56
ss e 3 8 1
- - llj ?B 191
- - ]—.I-E ?? 139

TAELE 10 = CANCER

The following table ghows thie incidence of Cancer deaths during

the past five years i=

-

Mades
PFemales

E

1951 1952 1953
3 1 Sy I [ I
15 1, -~ 18

1954 1955
2 15
16 11

TAELE 11 - SUMGUARY OF VITAL STATISTICS

151 952 1953 19k 1955

Population .+ a8 ¢ s 23,270 23,510 24,7680 24,130 24,130
Li“ Birthﬂ - - LA - 555 3-!1-0 59[} jE'E" 3‘5'9
8till Births . e aw T 3! P 12 12 8
Deaths 'L . e e E'I-il 225 202 197 J-E'E'
Infant Deaths s s e 10 13 g 9 7
TARLE 12 - SIMMARY OF BIRTHS /ND DEATHS RITES
1951 1952 1953 195 1955
Li‘fﬁ Birthﬂ' - " - - lllrll 53’ MF-G} 15-]“'- 15-99 l’tl'ia?
Orude Deaths T T - lﬂi.}s 91!'-.5 81-1-5 E,]..E- Tlﬂj
Infant Mortality .. - as 29,59 3B.24 23,08 23.32 19.49
still Births Eeal  Caa tam 8,80 5.80 29.80 24,10 21.80
TAHE 13 - (a) INFECTIOUS DISEASES
Under 28 and
e 1 =2 3=L 5=9 10=1, 15 = 2, Over Total

Scarlet Pever - 2 8 27 - - - 37
houte Fol itis

(Paralytic - - - - - 1 1 2
fsoute Poliomyelitis

( Non=Parelytic) - - - - - 1 1. 2
Measles 2 26 30 117 24 1 3 Eﬂ'z}
Whooping Cough i & 9 19 - - - 32
Tﬂtﬂl - - & - 3 3!4' 1"'? lﬁj Ellll j 5 2?9
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RECORD OF INSFECTIONS

PUELIC HEALTH ACTS

RWiBits LR - LR -8 e - L
Means of Escape from Fire .. o " e

HOUSING ACTS

House Inspecticns ' : s we
Revisits in cmmcctic:un -:ith z:.ba*-rc T

Visits in connection with applisatiens for granta

under Housing Act 1949 o0 o0 er oo
Yisite re Slum Qlearance © .. e P -

FOOD AND IRUGS ACT
Premises Inspected S S s
Visits re manuafacture and salo 01 1::5 Croam

Visits to dairies and mapact-lﬂn of mill retailers

?ﬂhj.clﬂﬂ - - - - - -
Slaughterhouse and Haat inspbection visits ..
Yisits re Shellfish n e - T T

SEWERAGE

Inspections of sewerage systoms, disposal works and

sawer ditches .. s W
V¥izits to Fakenham Pn.:mping Etation iy
Visits to Fakenham Sewnge.Form .,

Visits to Housing Sites in connectien hit.h prﬂpﬂsad

exis gewerage and water supplies ' ...
‘ Contract (Sewerage) visits S e

SCAVENGING

-

s

e

-

-
-
e
or
-

-

201

22
1,283

Vielting workmen on rounds, investigating complaints ete 77

ms’a Tipa L[] - - - Ll ] L) L] L]
FACTORIES ACT 3

Ingpectlon of factories with power .  «
Inspection of factories without pover , ..

BUILDING BYELAVS INSPEPIONS
Inspection during course of construction ..
INFECT IOUS DISEASES

Cases Investipated e b T B
Rooms Disinfected ae e " Se. wm

FETROLEIM ACTS

Installations inspected and tested s we
SMALL DWELLING ACQUISITION ACT

Valuations and visits .. s an T
PREVENTION OF DVMLGE BY FESTS ACT

Inspections wnw  ww *e  =x  wn ws
HACKERS! YARDS

Inspecticns s xe Ex wa 'e '..
NAMING AND NUMBERING

Visits o T b e TS T
WATER SUFFLY - R,D.C, MATNS

Visits wa aET e aw . LEmc wa wE

Carried Porward

-

L]

690

62
15

10
23

26

150

236
LE92
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Imported and Canned Meat Other Foods ( includi Camned

Foods
188 1bs 122 1bs

5.  EREVENTION OF DiMAGE BY PESTS ACT 1949

During the year 7,997 premises were inspected by the rat
catchers and of these 2,381 dwellings were treateds Foisoning of tips,
buildings and other land belonging to the Council-totalled 31 treatments,
288 non=domestic properties were treated and charges were made at 135
premises, A sum of £67, 38, 94, was charged in fees for poisoning,
Records show that 2,193 bodies were picked up after poisoning,

b ANALYSIS OF FRIVATE SOURCES OF DRINKING WATER
EESTILTS
Iotel  Unsabis- Satis-
fnotory factory

‘Bamples submitted to ascertain
suitability as domestic wmber

supply 121 75 L6
5.  CARAVANS

The following land was licensed for use as caravan sites
ﬂur.‘l.ng the year =

Holkham, Hill Parm 2 Caravans
Hwatm, Parish [all Ground 5 Caravans
Morston, Quay Lane 3 Caravans
i Tatterford, Wicken Field 88 Caravans

Twenty two individual caravans were licensed to be stationed
in various Parishes in the district,

6. REGISTRATION OF ICE~CREAM FREMISES

Four acertificates for the registration of ice-cream premises
were iasued during the year,

7. SEEERAGE
(a) Great and Little Walsingham

This contract valued at £28,285 commenced in April and ex-
gallent weather prevailed throughout, The majority of the sewers had
been laid by November and the ejector stations in the sume month, These
latter, at Brookey's Dock and Derry Hall presented difficult site oondi-
tions ﬂnl'.n:udng extensive pumping throughout with sub-soil woter almost
at ground level at the latter station, Trench excavation through the
Abbey grounds was also difficult (no finde of great ardmeclogical interest
were reported), Interim reinstotement of trench surfaces mave rise to
some coritipism, Mr B, G. Moore was appointed to =assist me in the super-
viaion of this contract and his aid was invalusble,

A Bub~Committee was set up in May to formilate a pelicy regard-
ing recommeotions of properties to the new sewer and conversion of earth
closets to water-closets,

(b) BElakeney, Wiveton, Morston

Objections to the proposed site of the sjector station at
Hlakeney had resulted in a speocial meeting of the Public Heelth Committee
on tha site at Blakeney on 3lst August, The choice of site was still
mder dscussion at the end of the year,

{e¢) Pakenham and Hempton

The existing Fakenham system, the inasdecquacy of which has been
upon by me over the past ten years and by the Medical Officer of
Health in 1955, has become an even grenter embarrassment during the year
under review when the increasing number of houses connected to the scheme
haz added to the serious position. :
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It is heartening %o note the Couvncil's applicﬁtinn"ﬁént' forward during the

to proceed with a scheme velued at almost £77,000 to incorporate Hempton
a new sewage disposal works which should obviate thc necessity of pumping
sareened sewage to the stream at Hall Staithe,

(4) Melton Constable

This systam continues to deteriorate bub gives risa to no
public nuisance,

(e) Sewer Ditches
Over two miles of these were cleaned'cut during ft.hn yoar,
8., DISTRICT SOAVENING . '

4n order was placed for a 1000-gallon diesel engined cesspool
emptier to replace a wvehicle purchased in 1946,

The service procesded smeothly throughout the year, An
use of tha colleotion of refuse in the more rural parishes was noted,

9, HOUSING
(a) Housing Aot 1949 - Improvement Crants

AL steady flow of applications has been experienced and in the
current year £14,126 had been granted to improve 57 properties,

2ing the effeot of the grants made by the Gmmail ainoe
June 1954 up to April 1956, the following totals are interesting i=

Total amount Occupation by Grant essential Grant to
~ granted Ovmer Tonant to preserve
house an
provide amenities
£21,542 30 L8 26

(b) Housing sot 1936 ¥
Housing Repairs and Rents Aot 1954 -

Houses demolished as a result of feormal or informal
procedure under Seoction II .. P . .. .

Wunber of unfit or defective houses rendered £it
during the pericd as a result of informel sption
hj’ the cﬁuﬂ'ﬂ-]l T s e - e e 15'

Number of houses made it after service of formal
notices, by ovners T

Humber of houses made fit after service of formal :
notices by Council in default of oWners v e -

Undertakings given by ovmers not to re-let Kl
dwellings until repairs completed .. e e L

(e) Houses Constructed

Number of houses completed in the year by private
builders e e " - e wa e e 19.

(4) Slum Clearance

The survey of sub-standard houses reguired for the Government
slum clearance programme was carried but by reviering each of the B850
Class V (condemnable) and Class 3/5 (borderline between repairable and
condermable) houses resulting from the "Hobhouse" survey of 1944/8,
This latter survey had been carried out by three different surveyors:
ocn this copasion, so as to obtain prester conformity I scoocmpanied
one or the other of the district ssnitory inspectors to each gottage
to be classified and as a resmilt,; and bearing in mind the modifiad £
requirements of the Housing Repeirs and Rents Lot 1954, the final total
of houses which the Council will wish to deal with as potentially
condennable houses will be 383,

9‘:
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In addition, at the time of my Report on Slum Clearance in
Beptember it wes noted that 101 houses already condemned still stood
and that 46 of these were occupied,

; Binham was chosen as being the villapge having probably the
pgreatest problem and in December a special meeting of the FPublic Health
Committee was held in the village, A number of individual unfit houses
were condemned, The village also presented a typical "island"of properties
falling in the "Olearance Area" category and the Council instructed its
Architect to desim. a layout to "infill" the area should a Clearanse Order
be proceeded with, If Binham is to be regarded as a typical village there
iz an indioation from the Committee’= attitude that the total of 383 houses
ceesidored by me to be unfit will be further reduced to about 250 houses

requiring replacement,

Daring the year 7 demolition orders were made, two undertekings
that the dwellings would not be used for habitation accepted and € similar
undertakings rescinded upon the carrying out of repairs.

10, MEANS OF ESCAPE FROM FIRE

Bix certificates on adequacy of means of escape from fire were
issued in respect of premises in the District,

11, STHEET NUMEERING
Street nurbering was authorised for Binham, Langham and Field
Dalling,

12, FOOD PREMIEES

Meat inspection represents almost 1004 inspection of that which
is aotually aslaughtered in the three slaughterhouses in use in the District,
ion of other food premises is not as frequent as I would like it to
be but it may be apgreed that work under other headings has Justifisd a
slight falling off in this branch of ocur work,

The Council made a resolution under Seetion L (2) of the Slaughter-
houses Act 1954, later confimmed by the Minister of Food whereby no further
slaughterhouses will be licensed in the District empept with the permission
of the Minister,

13, PUBELIC CONVENIENCES

4 reconditionsd turnstile was installed at BElakeney and like the
apparatus at Pakenham not only showed considerable financial advantage over
the docr lock system but also improved the cleanliness of the convenience,

1L, WATER SUFFLIES

After lealking for scme yeors the tower at Faokenham was repaired
and 1ined out in aschalt during the year at a cost of £2105,

Alterations were carried out to buildings at Little Snordng to
form a depot consisting of workshops, parage, store, messroom, office
and plans room, The area has been fenced and now forms an excellent head-
quarters for an ever growing scheme,

The Tattersett village scheme in Leinch C,I, pipe receiving water
from the Docking R, D, C, was almost completed by the end of the year and
a start made on the Hindringham village scheme which iz linked up to the
Reservoir-Walsingham main, These two contracts are worth £10,125, 5s. 1lde
I acted as resident engineer representing the Consultants (Mes=rs A. P. I,
Ootterell and Son) in the three contracts desoribed,

gonnection to Mains

365 domestic premises and 37 metered supplies were connected
to the main during the Yyear,

Extensions

(1) An extension in 3-inch C,I,, main to supply the new Modermn
Secondary School at Fakenhom vms laid by direct labour, About

500 yards was laid,
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COPY APPENDIX "4"

LINCOLNE SUTTON AND WOOD
CLAFENCE HOUSE
€, CLARSNCE RDAD
NORWICH

Oert No. 646.G = 2592/W 22nd October 1955
CERTIFICATE OF ANALYSIS OF WATER
Bampl& mei‘md 12th October 1955 from Walsingham R,D,C.

Houghton Main Well.
' .ipp‘ams when received : (lear Nature of deposit : Nil
5
I

Colour : Nil : Odowr : Nil
Reaction : pH 7.3 Taste : BSatisfactory
Results of Chemical Analysis in Parts per Million

Amnoniacal nitrogen a Trace Hardness as Gaﬂt)}

H
Albmminoid nitrogen 0,01 Total 320
Nitrate nitrogen : T Carbonate {t-e"nmrar:.r] 250
Nitrite nitrogen : Nil Non=garbonate
Chlorine as chloride : 26 ( permanent) 1]
Oxygen absorbed Alkalinity as Caco_-i : 28”0
(& hr., 27°C) H 0,12 Free carbon dioxddes : 22,5
Total solids (at 180%): 412
Iron (total) : Nil
Metals in solution =
Zing : Nid
Copper i

' OPTNION

’ The organic quality of this water is wery good and the analysis

~ as a whole shows no sign of pollution, The total hardness is approximately
. 22° Olark, most of this being temporary. The free carbonic acid content is
- low and this water would not be expected to have any seriously corrosive
action on metals, The clarity, odour and taste were all satisfactory and in
our opinion this water is fit for drinking purposes and suitable for use as
& public supply.

Simmed : Linecoln Sutton and Wood

| S i i FUELIC HEALTH LABORATORY SERVICE
~ PUILIC REALTE LATORATORY
DOWTHORPE HOAD
JORWICH

§ | WATER
BACTERIOLOGICAL, EXAMINATION REFORT
Copy sent to ¢ The M, 0, H,, Noerfolk

Authority or Sender : A, H, Bagle Esq., Lab, Ref. Ho. 55/30323
Walsingham R.'l_}.l:,

Nature of Sample : Water from deep well,
Sample from main piped supply - Regional Mains =
tap = Council Offices, Fakenham,

Date and hour of collection : L.10.55. 2,10, p.m.
Date and hour of arrival : L.10.55.

(HEORL - pote of Report : 6/10/1955

Pla,te Ceount, Yeastrel agar 2 days F7VC, aercbically seessesse PEr I,
Probable mumber of coliform basilli,MacConkey 2 days, 37°C. 0 per 100 ml,
Probable nunber of fascal 00l ..eeveeresssssencssssarsssssss Pper 100 ml,

REMARKS

This sample iz highly satislactory,




- 5 o s
r . ]
T | !
2Tt 3 oy | A 4 3
Sarmlae e Fal L2 LR 1
M= - ] 1ol 0 ¥ | 1 N
' == - = 3 5
JaL ylad 'l [ [N ¥
[ ] 1N F 0 T11 8k L1 | |
1=z Ta I'a ., 1
MON 1Aa00 ] i ofan ) 5 SRR
I 1 i RAGrore
I " =3 W [
ALY Lé 1] 5 FETY
1 -
Thlorin ] I .
i, , i
Tl &) . . ) 1L i ] T 1
= L Rl T Tila
5 TIre O AL E F 4 . ¥
9] = 5= ] =g o ] 3
’ i +ai
% | - - 8 : !
TRl s Fil o] T 1 ¥
Pl - ’ : - -~
G Hajhlak ¥ 1
i 15458
















