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3 WALSINGHAM RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

Local Health Office,
The Rectory,
Church Street,
WELLS.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH FOR THE
YEAR ENDED 318t DECEMBER, 1951

INTRODUCTION

‘Mr Chairman, My Lord, Ladice and Gentlemen,

3 This has been another buay year, devoted primarily to
routine duties., @8teady progrese has been made with the new water
indertaking.

i3 Vital Btatistics show a check in the Birth Rate and alao
| 8 lowering of the Death Rate, Infant Mortality 1s much higher then
'last year, but the total numbers are too small to be of any great
('Blgnificance., Despite this, the Infant Mortality Rate 1s no¢t any
igher than the rest of the Country. Amongst the causes uf Death,
| two points emerged. iretly, Deaths from all forms of Neoplasms
(Cancer) are nearly nhalf those of last year, a trend one hopes will
ntinue. BSecondly, fthe large increase of Deaths for Respiratory
seages reflect the Influenzal Epldemic in the early part of the
year. ,

Infectious Diseases have played a more conspicuous part
‘this year. The Influenza Epidemic referred to above, although not
‘comparable to that in the Northern parts of the Country, wes
‘Beriouse. I am indebted to the General Practitioners who have
pluntarily given me useful informetion sbout it., I made an appeal
them, and this wae rapidly esnswered, Statistics are diffilcult

0 eollect and thoese guoted are Ministry of HNational Ineurance

" Tigures and represent trends rather than actuel facts,

The cutbreak of Sonne Dysentery in Warham was serlous,
Bnot in the severity of the disease, but in the discomfort of the
patiente. Eventuelly, all the cases were treced back to two caases,
fho had not reported toc thelr Famlly Doctors, although where these
iwo cages were Infected, 1s unknown.

(.. Sewerage still remains an unsolved problem, but we still
have hopese. Work in Food Premises had made a start snd Rodent
bontrol appears to have a considerable effect.

- I would agair 1like to exprese my appreciation of the
Bupport given me Ly the Cheirmen &nd Members of the Public Health
"Committee, the constant sound advice and co-operation of the

Clerk, and the continued support of the Senior Sanitary Inspector,
Water Engineer and Members of the Public Health Department.

I have the honour to be,
Your obedlent Servant,

J. C. JOHNETON.
Medical Officer of Health.

To the Chairman end Members of the
Walsingham Rurel District Council.




FPART 1
(Generel Report of the Medical Officer of Health!

1. STAFF

During the year the technicsl staff remained unchanged
although clerical assistance for the Senior Sanitary Inspector
gave some difficulties. The Public Heelth Department were un-
fortunate in losing Mr L. C. Davey in May. During his term with
the Counecil, he was & valuable Member of the Staff.

After the end of the yeer, and before the writing of .
this Report, Mr W. E. Ramm terminated his appointment. I would
like to record my appreciation of his conscientious serviece and
loyal support during his time with this Council.

Miss M. Hewitt has continued with her dutieés &8 Clerk
the Medical Officer of Health.

2i INFECTIQUS DISEASES

(a) Abcrtus Fever

The queetion of making Undulant Fever notifiable is st
under consideretion &t a high level. I hope we will get a decie
next year.

{(b) Tuberculosie

The administrative arrangements made last year have
worked well,

The picture of T.B. in the District has improved alight
(8ee TaBle 15)

,(“}_ lledsles and Whooping Cough

I am pleased to report thet the high incidence of last
yenr was not repested and numbers were average for the District.

(d) Poliomyelitis

There were Pive cases during the year. During the year
the Ministry requested o Report on Poliomyelitis cases cﬁverlng
1950 and 1951,

{e) Sonne Dysentery

During the year there was & feirly heavy outbreak of
Dysentery effeeting Warham, Wells and Little Bnoring. In none
of the three places wes the outbreak connected. There were two
cases et Little Snoring and 4 in Wells. In Warham there were 18
cases occuring in 5 families, and all these were traced back to
two unconfirmed cases (never seen by & Doctor)(I never managed
to discover where the initial infection came from).

During the investipgation over 180 Faecel Samples were
taken.

(f) Influenza

Inveetigations were made in connection with the Influe
Epidemic, I consulted with General Practitionere and the first
week of these investigatione showed :-

1. The incidence wes higher in the more heaﬁily populated
areas (as naturslly asnticipated)

=



25 Presence of several distinet clinical varieties --

() The usual persistence of the cough in the febrile
variety did not seem to develop into bronchitis and
pneumcnia.

(b) Only sbout 50% of the cases were febrile, and all
responded readily to sulphathiazole.

(c) Resultant debility was out of all proportion to the
clinical manifestaticns snd was persistent.

Tl There was nothing in the epidemic comparable with those
experienced in the "Hurth‘ with-regard to incidence, type
and severity. The Influenza was typical symptomatic treatment.
L. In several cases, patients who had mild influenza felt
better after three or four days, and then suddenly became much
worsge, taking a week or two to recover.

The second weesk showed :=
7 e Incidence

This appeared to be generally moderate,

= Hature of Onset :

Abrupt, pyrexia averaging 101% - malaise, dry cough and
aore throat with general sches in limbs and head.

3. S8igns and Svmptoms
(a) Proportion of upper respiratory type - 90%

(b) Proportion of Gastric Intestinal type - 10% (50% in
children)

(e) Cyanosis - Uncommon - Several cases of heart failure
and cyanosis in chronic bronchitis and emphysematlve persons -
cyancsis in pneumonia, again only in persons with previous
cardiac disease, emphysema or bronchitis.

L, Complications

(a) Tracheal - About 15% to 20% (more freguent in last
2 = 3 weeks than in earlier caeses)

(b) Bronchial - Common - 30% to 80A - localised rhonchi
and coarse creps. Common from 2 - & days.

(e} Pneumonia - Frequent in over 60 group - usually 2nd
“to b6th day.

(d) Acute Depression - Uncommon (perhaps 1 in 500), mild
depression in convalescence.

(e) Supperative lesions - Otitis media sumetimes occurred
in those already prone to this.

B Average duration of uncomplicated cases

(a) FPyrexia 2 - 3 days

(b) Convalescence - Average 14 days

- 3 =
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The attendance figures for children at schools-4in the
area were now getting back to normal for the time of the year, and
no schools had been closed since the last Report. e

..+ .1 aid recelve Reports from Medical Officers of Service
| Camps in the area, but those did not differ greetly from those
already given, except of course, the Reports were besed onh persons
of a lower age group. :

The final stage showed that the epidemic hed wened and
I give below tables summerising the above.

ki Mew Claims for Sickness| Fercentege increase over
Benefit normel expectamcy.

WEER ~E e 3
Ending Holt Wells | Heacham | Holt Wells | Heacham
2. 5l 59 22 38 607 120% LO%
RS, 1. 5. g0 29 55 1604 190% 100%
M6, 1. 51. 106 26 51 200% 160% 90%
o3, 1. 5t. 203 L8 87 | L4LB8O& 3808 |  220%
§50, 1. 5. 192 53 123 LL0% 430K | . L50%
6. 2. 51. 175 L8 109 | 390% 380% 3807
13. 2. 51. 101 31 73 1807 200% | =—190%
B20.:2. 5%, 79 51 L6 | 120% 200% 707
B27. 2. 51. 51 18 L6 L33 Bok | = 25%
i o LA 15 23 22% 50% | . -1 15%

Absenteeism of Children Attending Schools

%eek :

Ending Walsingham R.D. | Docking R.D. | Hunstanton U.D.{Wells U.D

26, 1. 51. ' 37.5% L3% 8% ?3.E£

S5 frne [OPgeel g T 30% 38.5% Lis 23.3%
Baahy, 28% 24% 16% 19%

6. 2. 51, 17% 21% 14% 15%

3.  CANCER =l

It is interesting to note that deaths from Caneer and
allied types of disesses have fallen from Ll in 1950 to 28 in 1951.
I hope thie trend continues.

L. SEWERAGE

, Thie is the one aspect of Public Health that has remained
unchanged in executlion although the Clerk is bettling on et
Ministry levels, The need for the work on the other hand has
changed for the worse, particularly in connection with Hempton. A
ray of hope is in sight with thie problem and in fact, -as--this
Report is being printed, contracts for thie are starting.

5,  WATER

Progrese on the Regional Water Supply continues and it '
15 hoped that prectical results will be well edvanced by the end

of 1952,

The introducticn of a piped supply will reduce the con-
stent potentiml danger of the numerous shallow wells.

- 5 =



6. HOUSING
(e) General

The Public Health Department still struggles against
the ever increasing problem, The Senior Sanitary Inspector has
reported about this problem in detaill and I can but agree with
his comments.

(b) Re-Housing

The same system of reporting has continued. OQut of B8
cages Investigated and recommended to the GCouncil, 27 were re-
housed out of & total of 39 femilies rehoused, also 5 tenante
were transferred from hutted Camps.

T MILK AND DAIRIES REGULATIONS

2 Orders were served restricting milk supplied unless
rasteurised.

8. FACTORIES ACT

During the year 22 inspections were made and defects
were found in 7 and in these, 4 cases were remedied,

3. SHELLFISH

The position 1s unchanged. Developments by the Eastern
Ses Fisheries are still awaited.

10. ACCIDENTS IN THE HOME

The Voluntary Home BSafety Commlttee continues to arrange
Lecturesa in the Distriect. The Polisonous Berry Strip has been
used in a large number of schools.

A new 1lnnovation was a stand at the Royal Narfolk
Agricultural Associastion Annuel Show &t Keswick. Thie exhibit
wae viewed by over 300 people.

11. FOOD HYGIENE

The Senior Sanitary Inspector's survey of Food Premises
continues. In many cseses basic faults have been remedied.

12. ICE CREAM

This commodity is carefully watched and recent sampling
shows an all round improvement.

15. DISEASES OF ANIMALS

During the year one Anthrax Carcass waes dealt with. No
human contecte contrected the illness.

14. PUERPERAL PYREXIA REGULATIONS 13951

New Regulations came into force on the 1st August 1951.
These are aimed at bringing the definition of the disease into
line with modern chemotherapy. The Minister suggests the Cuunty
Ceuncils should carry out the investigations of notifications, as
the Midwifery Service ie under this control. :

15. LEPROSY REGULATIONS 1351

These came into force and require General Practitioners
to notify the Ministry direct the first time the Medical Officer

= A



uf' Health has been by-passed on notifications and a dangerous
precedent.

16, WELL WATER CYANOSIS

S8ince the latter part of the ycar Water Supplies used in
Preparation of bottle feeds for infents were taken from 21 shallow
welle and a certain number were found on analysis to be unsatis-
factory. 1In the cases of Unsatisfactory results further investi-
gatinna were made and alternative safe water supplies were found

or use,

17. CONCLUSION

The 3e&r has shown good progress especially in the
Water Engineer's Department, snd also in re-housing and rodent
control. BSewerage and Food Heondling now remein the Cuuncil's two
largeat problems,

PART 11

(Generel Medical Information)

The information in thia eection of the Report is the
same as last year with the exception of the following :-

SCHOOL NURSES/HEALTH VISITORS

Mies L.B. 8teel now resides at The Rectory Cotteage,
Ashwicken for the folluowing Schools :-

Binhem, Blakeney, Field Delling, Holkham, Lengham, Stiffkey
end Wightun.

Mrs Wainwright, The Heath, Norwich Road, Fakenham, for
the remaining Schools in the Walgingham area.

PART 111
(iledical Statistics)

‘TABLE 1 - GENERAL STATISTICS

rea (in Acres) R 88,118
Btimated Reslident Pcpulatioﬁ SR R e 23,270
ateable Value o i T £72,633
um Represented by a Penny Rste T T T £300
TABLE 2 - LIVE BIRTHS
Males Females Total
[Leglitimate S e o PR R 169 153 322
EElegitimate .. o sn se e 7 9 16
TOTAL 176 162 3358

Live Birth Rate per 1,000 of Estimated
Resident Population R e e Raa Peoel el W 14..53

_?_






TABLE 7 - CAUSE OF TOTAL DEATHS

hales Females Tntal
1. Tuberculosis Respiratory .. .. ..l 2 1 b
3 Syphilitio Dleease .., .. .. .4 1 1 2
9. Other infective and parasitic
diseases i ! i DR TR 1 1
10. Melignant neoplasm, stomach ,, ..| L 3 7
11. Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus 3 - 3
12. Melignant neoplessm, bresst b - 3 3
13. Malignent neoplasm, uterus P - 1 1
1L. Other malignant and lymphatic
neoplasms ,, . ST P [ fa) 8 18
15, Leukeemia, slgukaemis . . .. ) = 1 1
16. Diabetes .. A . - 1 1
H7. Vascular lesions of nervous
system .. A e ] 11 11 22
18. Coronary disease, angina .. . | 12 10 22
19. Hypertension with heart disease - 2 2
20. Other heart disease .. .. .. .. 23 33 56
21. Other circulatory disease ., .. .. 4 2 11
T T (NP 1Y 11 15
ESERENROIMBAR . L, .. o osa e as s 2 2 L
2l,, Bronchitis L s | 2 5
25. Other diseases of PEEpirEtﬂrF
system .. .. Saoth vaeell o= 1 1
26. Ulcer of stomach and ducdenum At IS - 1
27. Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea 2 3 5
28. Nephritie and nephrosis .. .. 1 2 3
29. Hyperplsaia of prostate .. .. i | - 3
531. Congenital malformations .. 1 - 1
32. Other defined and ill- dEfined
diseases % S J 15 19 34
33, Motor Vehicle Accidenta T 5 - 5
Bl v All other Aocldents .. .. .. G 2 11
TOTAL 15 125 241
TARLE 8 - DEATHS ACCORDING TO AGES
hﬂlca Females Total
Trorbe e o b T S S S (R [ 6 10
mnasnmReE h T L . e e a2l a3 - 3
5 and under 10 ao o iGes BT A [ 1 1
TERERAN R 00 .. .i sv ss od «d 3 1 4
20 and under 30 S an RSl R e | 2 5
SOOI D . .. .. oee ose o ex 54 1 1 2
40 and under 50 ot e e D e e el 1 L 8
50 ﬂl’ld ﬂﬂﬂEI" 'EG & LI ' ow - . LI ) LI 1[:' 11 21
'ED Eu.'ﬂﬂ under' ?I:I 8 - . - . L L) " 1_|"r 20 5?
TN End under 80 .. cx ae PR ST Y 35 72
BElEEdREnder 90 .o les Luw we owee ad 27 38 65
gbFEmdlunder 100 .. o vs ea ose - el T 6 13
TOTAL 116 125 241




TABLE 9 - CANCER

The following table shows the incidence of cancer
deaths during the past five years :-

Melea .. .. SoE o
Femeles . .. S g

1947 | 1948
20 16
12 18

1949 |1 1950 | 1951
6 16 17
9 26 15

32 34

TABLE 10 = SUMMARY OF

BIRTHS AND

DEATHS RATES

1 L2 2

1947 {1948 | 1349 | 1950 | 1954
Live Births es e aw  ws. wes 122,77 ML | 1755 1952 1.
5till Births e Q.58 0.4 0.11] 0.62| 0.15
Crude Deaths e ww es aecowe NMpad6ir2.5 | 12, 70 R ET
Infant Mortality er s+ «a 17.95|11.8 | 3.6 | 87 | 29358
TARLE 11 - SUMMARY OF VITAL BTATISTICS
1947 | 1948 | 1849 | 1950 (| 1951
opuletion . cr  ea  .s 17,160 07,550 H7,990117,862 |25, 270
ive Births . MRS : 390 2L 316 345 338
till Births ; Sk ; 10 T 2 11 3
nfant Mortality ek b . i 4 10 3 10
rude Deaths S i 246 219 220 227 241
TABLE 12 - RIRTHS RATES, CIVILIAN DEATH R~TEE, ANALYSIE OF
CERTAIN INFECTIOUS DISE.SES IN THE YRAR 1951,
A GURES BASED ON QULRTE
England | 126 County | 148 Smaller |Walsing-
end Boroughs and Towne ham
Wales |Great Towne| (Resident R.D.C.
(including Fopulation
London) 25,000 to
50,000 at

1931 Census)

RATES TER 1,000 Home Population

BIRTHS
Live Birthsa 1H. 5 1T:3 16.7 i4.53
8+111 Births 0.36 0.45 0.38 0.13
DE/ATHS
1—
£11 CAuses Fioke i 12.5 15.4 y 5 10.36
'Typhoid and paratyphold 0.00 0,00 0.00 0.00
Whooping Cough. .. .. 0.0 0.0 0.01 0.00
Diptherla - o was-is 0,00 0,00 0.00 0.00
Tuberculosis A R 0.3 0:57 0.3 0.04L
gl BV T B L 0,38 0.36 0.38 0.34
Smallpox TRt o 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Acute FPoliomyelitis (1nc1uding

FPolioencephalitis) 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.00
Fneumonla .. .. t 0,61 0.65 0.63 0.30

- 10




e ey

INOTIFICATIONS (CORRECTED)

(Typhoil Fever
Paratyphoid Fever
Meningococcal infection
Hearlet Fever .. .. ..
Whooping Cough .. .. ..
Diptheria i PR
Brysipelas .. .. ..
Smallpox i L Gaa
|Measles .

- |Pneumcnia

& Y

T T

Polioencephalitis)
Paralytic e oww
Non-Parslytic
Food Poisoning

- e

|DEATHS

All couses under 1 yesar
- of age v T

Enterities and diarrhoen
under 2 years of =sge

Puerperal PFever and

*
=l

Jacute Pﬁliuﬁieliiis'iinéiud

NOTIFICATIONS (CORRECTED)

PUmet i ER N ae s e

England
end B
Wales |G

RATES PER 1,000

0.00 0,00
0,02 0.03
0.03 0.04
1% %4 1,20
387 3.62
0.02 0.02
0.14 .15
0.00 0.00
L.o7 13.93
0.99 1.04
ing
0.03 0,03
0.02 0.02
[5G R .45
RATES PER 1,000
29.6(a) 33.9
1.4 1.6
RiTES PER 1,000
RIRTHS
10,66 I NRT

126 County
oroughe and
reat Towns
(including
London)

148 Smaller
Towns
(Resident
FPopulation
25,000 to
50,000 at
1931 Census)

Home Populatio

LIVE BIRTHS

27.6
1.0
TOTAL LIVE &AND

8.08

Walsing-

ham
R.D.C.

D?DDDF‘DOGD
WO OOD WD OO
;WGWGOWEDD

000
fo B e
O Cwun

29.59
0.08
STILL

.00

TARLE 13 - INFECTIOUS DISEASES (According to Age Group)
nder
one (1 [2]| 3] 4| 51015 [20|35|45 (65| Total
Scarlet Fever - -|=-|=-t-15]-}1-141-]-]- [
cute
Poliomyeliti - -|l=-1-=-1-=-14t1fi=-11] -] 2] - 5
gumonia - e e (S R R (R o] (B (R IR (s [ 1
rysipelas - I e e = = = 1
yeentery 2 -|=-t~-1=-1712]-1-] 3] 3| - 17
astro-
Enteritis 1 g o Ve Fmang o Lol e Bl et (o] s ’
=
TABLE 14 - MEASLES AND WHOOPING COUGH
1947 | 1948 |1949 [1950 | 1951
easlesn St DA SRS U 11 Tl (R R T | ust | 137
BOpIng e UER . wr. e wi ew 32 a2z 11 209 | 111
Total 176 200 18 660 24,8

= R




TABLE 15 - TUBERCULOSIS (Detsils uf new cases during 1951)

Age
Pericd.

Age Unknown

Respl
H!

=11 rparpal =]

ratory
F.

Il = = = ] Y —

Non-Resgiratory

M.

=%

1 =1 npl 1

R

R [ I R S [ [ T

Total

o

[#4]

-

ro

Totals

14

Grand Total

TAELE 16 - TUBERCULOSIS (Number of

ceses on T.P. Reglster

ended 1951}

Pulmonary .. ..
Non=-Pulmonary ..

Total

keles

Females

2L
6

Tatal

58
10

38

30

68

FARLE 17 - TUBERCULOSIS (Details of New Cases for last 5 years)

Fulmonary .. M.
Fl-
Non-Pulmonary M.
Fl

Total

1oL7 1948 1949 | 1950 | 1951
8 6 6 G 6

7 8 3 11 B

3 1 (0] 3 L

% 1 1 1 2
21 16 10 24 20

TAELE 18 - DIFHTHERIA IMMUNISATION SCHEME

The following table shows the Immunisation state of the
children in Area No. 8., comprising Walsingham and Docking R.D.C's
and Hunstanton and Wells U.D.C's for the year ended 31st

December 1951

Numbers Immunised

Estimated Population
Fercentage Immunised

Inder

School Age

1,801
3,780
L 9%

School
Age.

4,340
6,065
TR

Total

6,181
9,845
62%

- 1
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PART TV

REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR AND SENIOR SANITARY INSPECTOR FOR 1951

Mr Chairman, My Lord, Ladies and Gentlemen,
b The following is my Report for the year 1951.

This is the sixth opportunity I have had of submitting
A yearly Report for your coneideration. One hears doubts as to
‘the usefulness of these Annual Reports, but the Sanitary Inspector
i8 bound by statute to render an annual account of his year's
rk. The Report gives him the opportunity of emphasieing points
to his Authority, and for the Authority, by comparison with other
eporte, to see whether they are getting good results from their
anitary Officers.

1. RECORD OF INSPECTIONS

PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS

Initial Inspections e e e SR T
Revisits .. S N R L e e 580
Schools Inspected ST s e s TR et e 2
Means of escaps from fire .. ¢ o+ o2 e s 1

DISTRICT SCAVENGING

viBitB & & N L * = --' L ) L - . - " L 569
Do i e R R e IR R O S B [ 1
HUQHE DIEIHT‘EBTEB "o (Y ] " oW ® om " oE o ® . 33
IHFEGTIGﬁE DISEASES
Caeses Iﬂ?eatiﬂﬂ.tﬂd ' e . e .. .. .. - 95‘
Rooms DiEinfEﬂtEd . . . n oo . a . "o " ® 8 'LFB
S8chools Disinfected e T i iR T S 2
SEWERAGE
Inspections of Sewerage Systems and Plants
(ineluding sewer ditches) .. Al R R i
Vieite to Fakenham Pumping Etatinn T R N 1 el iy LY
Viglite to Fakenham Sewage Farm .. e rn 21
Visits to Housing Sites in cnnnection with
prnpcsed sewerage and water supplies .. ¢ .o 5

BUILDING LICENSING VISITS s et e e S [ -
BUILDING BYELAW INSPECTIONS «. o+« o+ s+ oo s 807
- FOOD PREMISES

FPremises Inspected .. S TR s

Vieites re manufacture anﬂ sale of Ige CGream . .. 24

Vieite to milk producere premises and dairies - .. 7
HOUSING ACTS

Housing Inspections : R R )

Revisite in connection with anove P e
Visits in connection with applications for

grants under Housing Act 1949 .. .. .. o o b4
Carried Forward 3,427

- 13 -
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Brought Forward 2!,

i FOOD AND DRUGS ACT

Permisaion to serve .. [ o =y e
Served Fiml ek £ =i TR i ks e 1

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT 1949

Permisgeion to BEPVE .. e2  sr  as R e g9
B'Er?Ed L) LA L - . LI} L] & & (] i@ LY 1
Total Formal Notices served 26

.  PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS

T made certain recommendationse ma to suitable mites for
- publie convenience =at Blekeney.

During the year I made two comprehensive Reports upon
ceraven sltes in the Rural District and in my second Report,
auggest&d the use of concrete standings at the former P.0.W.
.gﬁp at Puﬂdins Norton for the formation of a pcrmanEnt CAravan
T 'E L ]

‘3. HOUSING ACTS

Despitec the ateady progress the Counecil is making in
?thE ercction of new houses, the deep core of bad housing has not

L yet been touched. Even those meagre results by waey of house repeirs
‘which are obtsined, come only after repeeted notices end visits
by your sanitary officers. The Rent Restriction Acts maintaining
'rents at & level much out of proportion to every other item of
domestic expenditure provides the unwilling landlord with a ready
‘excuse, but there are many cases, especially in the case of a
‘men owning one or two cottages, where the potentisl repair bill
‘would far outstrip the present (occupicd) value of the cottage.
Yearly I ha?E the depressing knowledge that the figure of over
600 condemnable cottages existing in or about 1949 in the Rural
.niﬂtrict, a8 shown in my Report upon the Hobhouse Survey, has in-
‘ereased and the number of new houses being erected doce not keep
.lavel with those falling beyond economic repair.

& Gﬂntinuing the Council's policy that following the
' re-housing of a tenant from an unfit house, the landlord should
'be given the opportunity to make propossls to the Council, either
‘to render the house fit or to allow it to be condemned, I
‘represented 7 houses as being unfit during the year. Condemnatinn
‘Orders were made in 6 cases,

4.  WORK DONE_IN DEFAULT
Case No. 1
. This involved the repair of a celling, windows and

Trunf to the velue of £16. 158. 0d. work being carried out by
Contractor,

| Cese No. 2
' After repeated Notices an Owner of four cottages had
. failed to take up and relay s defective drein serving the four

cottages, and this work was carried out for the Council by Con-
tractors for the sum of £37. 15s. 0Od.
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5.  LBEGAL PROCEEDINGS
Case No. 1

I appeared before the Walsinghem Justices to obtain
an Order for the cl¢ansing of premises against = man at
StiffKey. The man.was removed-to an Institution and the house
was cleansed by Council employees.

case No. 2

! I appeared before the Holt Justices against a builder
who hed carried out drainsge worke without previocus notice to
thiz Department. He weas fined.

6. SEWERAGE AND WATER

The year has seen no progress in the important field
of sewerage, The installation of mains water progressed steadily
however, but while it is true thaet a safe main supply removes The
danger of polluted water sources, the practicel question of how
to get rid of the thousands of gallons of water used presents
quite as urgent & problem.’

I gave evidence to the Ministry of Housing and Local
Government's Engineering Inspector on the 24th July 1951, at the
inquiry regarding the proposed Fakenham snd Hempton Sewerage
Scheme, end gave deteils of the existing inadequate means ~f
Fakenham sewage disposel, and the absence of sewerage in Hempton
and The Heath. T particulerly drew the Inspector's attentlion
to the large amount of surface water finding its way to the
sewerage gystem, emphasising the amount of rosd surface water
which found direct access to the sewers, but I pointed out that
even with the removal of thies there would be embarrassment of
the systen by yard and rocf weter.

I reported once again to the Public Health Committee .
upon the inconvenience to the residents in the Hayee LangE/Nelson.
Road areas of Fskenham, from the surcherging of the Council's Bewer

There are comparatively modern acewerege syatemsa at
Fakenham, Melton Constable end Little Snoring. Only inadeguate
and feulty systems of sewerage exist, however, in the Villages of
Blakeney, Hempton, West Raynhem, Great Ryburgh and Great and
Little Walsingham, Crude sewage is discherged into the harbour
at Blekeney and to the River Stiffkey at Walsingham. BSewere and
sewer ditches exist in Brinton, Fleld Dalling, Helhoughton,
Hindolvestone, Sculthorpe, Stiffkey and Tatterford. TheBe are,
without exception, liable to create nuisence, are unhealthy, and
one can only hope that their replecement 1s in the not %00
distent future. 7

I can do no better than repeat a paragraeph as 1t appears
in my Report for 1950, for I am sure the Council share my views
that sewerage schemes for Blekeney, Briston, Hempton, Great
Ryburgh and Stiffkey are important projects with a cleim to pre-
cedence in the Council's programme of improvement in the District,

T DISTRICT SCAVENGING

A4 development foreshadowed in lsst year's Report under
tinis heading went a2 step further in the yeer when the Couneil
ordered a Dennis "Paxit" refuse vehicle of 18 cubic yarde
capacity. Four vehicles of =mbout this capacity were demonstrated
for a period of 2 to 4 days in the District, and I visited the
worke of one company at Werwick.
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i It 1= felt thet a centrel tip (permission to negotiate
for such a tip wss also granted in the year) and & larger
‘wehicle of almoet double the present capeclty with fewer journeys

o

for dAischarging, end fitted with a diesel oil engine must meean
an economy.

During the year the cesspool emptiers were fully
employed, &nd 1,379 loads of 750 gallons esch were removed from
Gouncil House cesspools, ond 2L3 loade from cesspocls at private
]:i* i =11 mEE .

The labour position hes eased somewhat since the middle
of the year. At that time with three Aerodrome contrecte in
ihe area, end the crop drying plant £t North Creake as an added
ittraction, recruitment to the Scavenging Scheme from the already
restricted field owing to the unplesscnt nature of the duties
olved, became scute, Despite this it wes necesssry to dismiss
8 number of men for feilure to do their work, and this, plus the
lose of men going to the work mentioned cbove, gcve risc to-a
wvery difficult period of working the Scheme.

. complaints of non-collection reached high figures for
the first time since 1946, but I em glad to Report that within

‘a month of this crisis conditione were beck to normel, end the
ry small number of compleints each week seldom exceeds six out
‘13,000 and more visits made weekly by the Scavengers.

BUILDING LICENSING

_ ' A great deal of work has been done under thie heading
‘and building licences for the value of £35,452 have been issued.
9212,883 of this sum was issued in licences to the Melton
Constable Estate,

Licences for the erection of 14 new dwelling houses
were issued during the ycer, and 13 licences were issued for the
‘converaion of builoings into dwelling houses, giving ¢ total of

27 new dwellings in the District.

At the beginning of the year it was noticed that the
demands of the Duke of Westminster's Estate in its rehabilitation
programme for the Melton Constcble Estate were proving too great

~p the Council to meet from ite bullding licensing financial celling.
‘Intimation to this effect wos made boih by the Duke of Westminster's
Estate and the Council to the Ministry of Works, and a Meeting

of the Ministry Officiasls, representatives of the Duke of
Westminster's Staff, and Members of the Council wee held at

Pekenham on 12th June 1951. Nc extension of the financisal celling
could be arranged, and the Licensing Sub-Commitlee Were forced

to formulate & policy which permitted only essentisl repsairs to
the fabric of domestic buildings and many of the improvemente in
‘the shape of bathrooms, drainsge and piped water hesd to be
'deferred, although the Duke of Westminster's Estate wos morc then
‘'willing to proceed with the work. By the end of the yesr

licence applications totalling almost £20,000 were gutstanding

for work proposed on the Melton Conetable Estete,

In April the Licensing Sub-Committee visited the Melton
Coneteble Estzte and noted with satisfaction the great improve-
ments to cottages being carried out as the result of lleences

~ igsued by the Council.

1t should be noted that the Council's licensing powers
cover only the issue of licences for work to dwelling houses,
" work on egricultural buildings (including farmhouses) and other
- non-domestic properties is the conecern ol the Ministry ot Works.
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