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WALSINGHAM RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.
for the Year ending 3ist December, 1045.

MR, CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

| have the honour to submit to you my Annnal Heport for 1945,
On the 5th November, 1943, on release from the Royal Air Foree Medieal
Service, I returned to your District to take up duties of Medieal Officer
of Health which duties I had temporarily relinquished during the years
of the war. Dr. Irene B. M. Green, who had held the olfice during my
absence relinquished her temporary appointment on my return.

In® writing this my flrst post-war annnal report, I wish to express
my sincere appreciation of the eflicient and conscientious way in which
Dr. Green earried out the duties of Medical Officer of Health on my
behalf.

Statistics.
Area (in acres) 88,818
Resident population mid-year 1946 (as estimated by

the Registrar General) 17,220
Number of inhabited houses (end of 1945) 6,404
Rateable Value (end of 1945) ... e £67,929
Sum represented by a Penny Rate £285

Vital Statistics.

l.ive Births. Total. Males, Females, Wals. E. & W
Legitimate 266 122 144 Birth-rate per 1000
iegitimate 26 16 10 } of estimated resident
Total 202 138 154 population .., el g e e A |

Still Births

Legitimate 7
Illegitimate 2
Total 9

Deaths Total 202 1

estimated resident
population ... 052 046

]
T

} Rate per 1,000 of

Crude Death rate per
1L,00u of the estimated
resident population  11.7 114

=
=]
w
-]}

Deaths from puerperal causes . .. nil






Deaths classified according to cause.

. I
CAUSE uF DERATH. MALES, | FEMALES. l TOTAL.
Heart Disease ... A 33 27 ' G0
Cerebral HE(:II'I.UII]'I'[“‘I.* 13 10 23
Cancer .. 11 i 94
Senility ... 12 . 0 21
Aceidents ot e i , es (i1
Palmonary Tuabere ulumq 2 | o 4
Pneumon:a = 1 3 1
Nephritis ot | 3 = 3
Prematurity et dl 3 — 3
Diabetes - 2 2
Diseases of ﬂ'lL letml Nervous
System : 1 1 2
Suicide ... 1 ' — 1
Inflnenza 1 : - 1
|
All Causes b 87 | 67 154

As was to be expected, the highest incidence of deatlis ocenrred
during the months of January, February and March whilst the lowest
oc:urred doring the late summer and autumn viz:—

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr.- May Jume July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.
19 18 17 15 14 10 10 16 6 9 0 12

Infectious Diseases (other than Tuberculosis).

The incidenee of infectious diseases which were notified during
the year is shown in the subjoined tables :—

Disease, Total Cases. Deaths.

Scarlet Fever = 13 | g
Prneumonia G 11 . —_ 3
EI’FS]]}EEHE va & s T : i
Ophthalmia Neonatorum e, 2 _ —_
Pemphigus ... 1 —

All causes | -

———



















WALSINGHAM RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL.

REPORT OF THE SANITARY INSPECTOR for the Year 1045.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

1 have the honour to present to vou my Seventh Annuval Report
for the year ending December 31st, 1845, 'This has been condensed as
far as possible under a number of main sub-heads.

The following table shows the number of inspections made for
all purpouses during the year:.

No, oF
NATURE oF INSPECTION. Visirs
Housing Inspections including Hobhouse Survey 294
Housing Re-visits 3 iz G5
Inspections in connection with the Housing (Rural Workers) Aet 4
Publiec Health Inspections gt 419
Publie Health Hevisits = 383
Inspections of Cowsheds and Dairies ... 204
Inspections of Slaughterhouses and Foodshops o 02
Inspections of Sewers, Sewer Ditches, Sewage Works, ete. 206
Inspections in connection with Scavenging Arrangements 402
Investigations respecting Infectious and Contagious Direase ... a7
Rooms disinfected 16
Inspections of Public Conveniences 13
Inspections of Factories and Workshops 18
Inspections of 'etrolenm Stores 3. 6
Miscellaneous visits to owners, ete. .. 221
Emergency Work.
Inspections in connection with the Civilian Deaths Schieme ... 6
Inspections in connection with the Government Evacuation Echene 52
Inspections in connection with the Salvage Scheme ... 10
Visits in connection with Gas Contaminated Foodstufls O
Visits in connection with British Restaurant .. 9

TOTAL 2,667

Housing and Public Health.

The survey of drainage arrangements and allocation of street
numbers in the Parish of Fakenham was completed, 208 premises being
inspected for this purpose, making a grand total of 1,051 premises in the
Parish. Subsequently a report on the sanitary circumstances revealed
by the survey was presented to the local Parochial Sanitary Committee
and a number of important recommendatious were made as to the future
arrangements for scavenging and sewage disposal.

A start was also made with the preliminary Housing Survey recom-
mended by the Hobhouse Report, this work was commenced in December
with the P'arishes of Hempton, Pudding Norton and Great Ryburgh, and
262 dwellings had been inspected by the end of the year. A summary
of the conditions found is as follows :—
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Number of dwellings.

Class. Hempton. Pudding Norton. Gireat Ryburgh. [i‘:triﬁh
completed January, 1946)
31

I 39 30
11 a7 18 56
I 46 1 54
v 25 . e
147 52 e e

*This includes 1 occupied house already the subjeet of a Demolition
Order.

The Claseification is as follows:—
Class I=House fiL in all respects for human habitation.
Class Il=House fit after minor repairs.
Class 111=House fit after major repairs.
Class V=House unfit for human habitation and incapable of being
rendered it at reasonable expense.

This is not a final classification and it may well be that many houses
in Class I1I will be re-classified as V's, this position cannot he fully
elarified until detailed information of each hounse becomes available after
careful individual inspection. No attempt has been made to classify any
dwelling in Class I1V=house suitable for reconversion under the Housing
(Rural Workers) Aets. This omission is due to the fact that Class 1V
is in effeet a sub division of the main elasses 111 and V, although the
amount of money that an owner is prepared to spend is often the deciding
factor quite apart from the position which has arisen due to the lapse
of the Rural Workers Acts.

Jointly with the foregoing a survey of Sanitary arrangements was
put in hand in connection with the proposed District Scavenging Scheme,
while the poliey of allocating street numbers wherever peossible was
continued.

During the year 150 letters were sent requesting attention to
various matters at 250 premises. Statutory Notices requiring the pro-
vision of ashbins were served in 23 cases whilst further Statutory
Notices were served requiring the repair of a well serving 8 dwellings,

The following table summarises the works carried out as a result
of this aetion. No legal proceedings were necessary :—

NATURE OF WORKS, Number
Windows repaired or made to open ... i 20
Floors repaired or relaid 16
Plaster to walls or ceilings repaired ... 28
Stairs and doors repaired et 13
Dampness remedied B
Walls repaired 7
Overcrowding abated ... i 1
Houses demolished -—
Firegrates and coppers repatrr-d e 18
House roofs repaired .. 17
Accumulations of refuse rt‘-mm*ed i
Outbuildings repaired 12
Ei.amt,mg, conveniences rep-urc& or ret'nnstructpﬂ 7

E.C.'s converted to W.(,'s a7
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NATURE 0F WORKS, Number
Lavatory basins provided and fixed ... 1
Chimneys repaired 6
Pumps repaired - 2
Rooms disinfested . &
Sanitary pails prnwﬂ{:d : T 17
Rainwater guttering and f'li]plpes I‘LIJEI.II‘F{] or renewed 10
Wells cleaned or repaired . il
Drains unstopped, trapped or re p'!,lr-.,{l 12
New ashbins provided ... 5 39
Ditehes cleansed 2
M:su&llane&us items dl‘*"l”.- mt}: 5]

Control of Civil Building,

The necessity to concentrate the maximum of building materials
and labour upon new housing work led to an extension of the system
of control by the issue of Building Licences in conjunction with the
Ministry of Works. Subject to eertain free allowances and with efiect
from August 1st Building Works costing over £10 became licensable
and Local Authorities were given responsibility for issuing all licences
eovering jobs costing between £10 and £100 whilst the Ministry deals
with licences in excess of the latter amount except in the ease of new
dwellings erected by private enterprize, this again being the respon-
gibility of the Loeal Authority.

A considerable amount of work is involved in making a satis-
factory assessment of the wvarious applications although the large
majority of applications are in respect of essential works, the follow-
ing table summarises the position for the five months ending Decem-
ber 31st :—

{a) Maintenance Licences. Authorised
Number of Maximum

Type of premises. Licences. Properties. Eernditurei.
b o IR
Estates " hd 2528 0 O

(h) Operational Licences
(i) Dwellings —Repairs, ete. ] 104 4786 2 3
(i) Dwellings — New 7 7 813 0 0O
iiii) Agricultural 16 17 788 17 6
(iv) Business and other ... 28 25 1110 7 11
Totals 144 210 £173838 7 B8

Three licences were reduced in amount by a total of £65 whilst
two others were refused, these amounted to £94 18s 6d. In addition
5 Certificates of Essentiality were granted in respect of £1160 one of
these being reduced by L85,

It is noteworthy that £10,354 of the above expenditure was
authorised in respect of new dwellings or major reconditioning of
dwellinghouses.

Housing Acts—Regulation 68a of the Emergency Powers (Defence)
(General Regulations.

Temporary licences permitting the oecupation of 6 condemned
dwellinghouses have been renewed.
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Civil Defence Services.

(a) Foodstufis contamiated by Poison Gas.
(b) Civilian Deaths Scheme.

In ecommon with all other Civil Defence Services the squads
appointed to deal with the above matters were disbanded during the
year. Thanks are due to the selfless manner in whieh the volunteers
concerned worked to make themselves proficient in their various dutics.
There is satisfaction in knowing that a competent team was available
‘to funetion if required.

The fact that neither service was called upon except during exer-
cises, shows how fortunate we in this portion of the country must
count ourselves,

Sewerage and Drainage.

SHALLOW SEWERS,

Further attention to the old shallow sewers in Hempton, Tatter-
ford, West Raynham, Little Snoring and Little Walsingham has been
necessary during the vear, but the general condition of these old pipes
and brick arehes, often only a matter of inches below the road surface,
is such that continuous attention and repair is neccessary if nuisance
from the recurrent blockages is to be minimised.

SEWER DIrcHES.

The position deteriorated during the year and due to shortage
of labour only ditehes at Fakenham and Barney received the usual
attention.

SEWERAGE WORKS.

Fakenham— Routine overhaul of the pumping plant and engines was
made during the year and necessary repairs or renewals were
made. The engines and pumps have worked a total of 3278}
hours giving an average of nearly 8 hours 59 minutes pumping
per day, an increase of over 56 minutes pumping per day
when compared with the corresponding figures for 1944.
Total rainfall was 29.57 inches.

Melton Constable--Renewals were made to the dosing siphons during
the early part of the year and this resulted in an improvement
in efficiency but continvued trouble was experienced due to
discharges of oil which caused pd!‘t!dl clogging of the filters
and resulted in poor eliluent being discharged into the nearby
stream.

Pudding Norton—Three new sludge lagoons were constructed during
the year giving a 76% increase of area over that previously
available. These lagoons together with chemieal treatment
of the filter beds has resulted in a much improved effluent,
but it is still apparent that the sedimentation tank is over-
loaded with the result that the filters have a considerable
amount of fine material deposited upon them with resultant
pooling especially during the colder weather. The automatic
plant was overhauled and spares were fitted to the pumps.
These sewage works are maintained by the Council on behalf
of the Ministry of Works.
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Great Walsingham —The maintenance of these works by the Couneil on
behalf of the Air Ministry was continued, Towards the end
of the year the amount of sewage received from the North
Creake Air Station was reduced to negligible proportions.

Public Cleansing.

Removal of house refuse and night soil is carried oot in the
parishes of Fakenham (Direct Labour), Little Walsingham, Great Walsing-
ham, Blakeney, Stitikey, Great Ryburgh and Hempton wlulst there is a
collection of night s0il at Briston (all Contracts).

One contract was twice terminated during the yvear and renewed
on each oceasion with the same Contractor but at inereased cost. The
Jouneil directed that a report should be prepared on the guestion of
District Scavenging by direct labour using mogor vehicles and snb-
sequently a detailed scheme was approved, this involves the extension
of house refuse colleetion by stages to all parts of the distriet, and for
the maintenance of the existing night soil collections and the emptying
of cesspools. The vehicles required were advertised for in December.

Water.

The Couneil’s Main water supply to the Parishes of Fakenham
and Hempton has been operating under increasing difliculties dne to
the lessened yield from the well at Fakenham, but plans for the aug-
mentation of the supply by the sinking of a new shaft at Houghton St.
Giles were well advanced by the end of the year.

Apart from one or two isolated cases no water shortages were
were reported in other portions of the Distriet. A small private water
undertaking at Blakeney was offered to the Council during the year
but no aection was taken in view of the District Water Scheme now in
in the hands of the Couneil’s Consulting Engineers, Messrs. A. P. |
Cotterell & Son.

Regular bacteriological samples were taken from the Fakenham
and Hempton Public Water Supply, and all these were satisfactory,
whilst. samples submitted to the Public Analyst on the 20th April, 1946
resulted as follows : —

Chemical Results (Grains per gallon)

Free and Saline ammonia ... nil
Albuminoid ammonia ... 0.002
Chlorine in Chlorides ... 5.7
Nitrogen as Nitrates ... 4 0.225
Nitrites ... nil
Oxygen absorbed i'mm Permangsmate 0.015
HARDNESS.
Total Hardness 16, 8o
Bacteriological Results,
Colonies per ml. on agar at 370C. ... 1
Baeillug Coli Absent in 100 ml.
Physieal Lharartprmtma Bright and Clear.

Upinion: * This is a pure and wholesome water, qu:ta fit for drinking
and all the pulpnaes of a publie supply.”

-
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The Infestation Order, 1043.

The Couneil decided to utilise the Norfolk Connty War Agricultural
Executive Committee’s services in an attempt to co-ordinate the de-
struction of rats and miee on agricultural and other premises. A further
decision invelved the payment from the loeal rate fund of the charges
resultant from the disinfestation work.

During the year 27 parishes were dealt with under the scheme
at a total cost of £92 5s. 6d. It is hoped that the labour position will
improve so that much more will be possible along similar lines in the
next vear.

Petroleum (Consolidation) Act, 1928.

- " - " - -
The following is a summary of licences issned and fees received
under this heading: —

Number of stores licensed LFd n

Total storage capacity ... £9,800 gallons,

Fees received £32 5s. 10d.
Conclusion.

With the conelusion of the war the activites of the Department
began to assume a more natnral pattern although the continuance of a
system of rationing involving a system of controlled centralised slanghter
has limited the amount of meat inspeetion to that required at retailers
shops. [t seems that the emphasis given to the provision of new hounses
and the consequent stringent control of building materials may result
in a further deterioration of existing dwellinghouses, and this position
will need to be reviewed from time to time so that the best use is
made of all available labour and materials.

For practieally the entire year the work of the department has
been ecarried on by one qunalified inspector and one typist but the
appointment of a qualified additional inspector (Mr. A. H. Hagle A MISR.,
M.R.8AN.L) should greatly assist the outside work. Mr. Eagle commeneced
his duties in December, and it is now apparent that additional elerieal
assistance is a prime necessity if the best possible use is to be made
of the qualified external stafl.

That the present office accommodation is inadequate to present
needs is an understatement of the position and the stafl can hardly give
their best until they are better housed.

The continued interest shown by the Couneil, the Chairman and

Members of the Public Health Committee, the Clerk, and Drs. 1. B, M.
Green and L. G. Anderson, together with other colleagues on the staff,

is muech appreciated.
I am, Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen.
Your obedient Servant,
H. E. GILBY,
Senior Sanitary Inspector and Surveyor.

e

The Lancaster Press Ltd., Printers, Fakenham,









