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STAFF.

RonaLp B. BErry, M.D., Ch.B., D.P.H,,
Medical Officer of Health and School Medical Officer.

Marcarer J. T. Lerrcy, M.B., Ch.B.,, MM.S.A., D.CH.,
Assistant Medical Officer and Assistant School Medical Officer.
L. HELEN Moroney, M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H,,
Temporary Assistant Medical Officer and Assistant School
Medical Officer.

W. Louisa Devuiy, M.B., Ch.B,, D.P.H., D.P.M,,
Part-time Assistant School Medical Officer and Psychiatrist
(to 30/4/45).  Part-time Psychiatrist (1/5/45—30/9/45).

C. Joinson Luva, L.D.5,,
Senior School Dental Surgeon.

W. A. Hexperson, L.D.S. (On Active Service).

E. G. Mason, L.D.S. (On Active Service),
Assistant School Dental Surgeons.

Orca FerTiG, M.D. (Prague), L.D.S. (Prague).
Temporary Assistant School Dental Surgeon.
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Miss L. VANCE, (S.R.N., S.C.M.).
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Miss G. Jouxsox, (S.R.N., S.C.M.).

Miss A. J. Epcg, (S.R.N., S.C.M.).

Miss H. DeavaLrr, (S.R.N., 5.C.M.).

Miss A. Keexn, (S.R.N., C.M.B,, Part 1). (From 1/10/45).
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Miss E. W. NicHorLs, (Certificate R.5.L.), School Nurse.

H. R. BickertoN, M.A.,, M.B,, Ch.B,, MERCS., LLREF.,
(Ophthalmic) (to 20/10/45).
W. D. HamiLton, M.B., Ch.B., B.A.O,, D.O.M.S.
(Ophthalmic) (From 22/10/45).
R. J. Marmin, M.B,, Ch.B., D.L.O., (Ear, Nose and Throat).
H. Davies, M.B., Ch.M., F.R.CS,, (Orthopaedic).
Visiting Specialists.
Murier B. Hair, M.D., M.B,, Ch.B,,
(Consultant Psychiatrist).

Miss N. V. Currory, (C.S.P.) (Appointed 10/1/45).
Miss B. BarLey, (C.5.P.),
(Physiotherapists).
Miss M. ProcTER, B.A., (Appointed 13/11/42),
(Educational Psychologist).
Mgs. M. Peer, (L.C.S.T.) (Appointed 1/9/45),
(Part-time Speech Therapist).
Mgrs. M. Tupor, (B.A., Social Science) (To 31/5/45).
Mgs. U. BARRETT-LENNARD, (Diploma in Social Science).
(From 26/8/45).
Social Workers.
Mz. R. L. BascomBe, Education Office,
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GENERAL.

MEDICAL INSPECTION AND TREATMENT.

During 1945, a system of rc-inspections was introduced for
those children who were found to be suffering from defects at the
time of their routine examination, and in addition a system of
cards recording the defect of each child and the appropriate treat-
u;gn_t up to its discharge as cured was introduced at each school
CLTIC.

It was noted with satisfaction that the majority of parents
attended the examination of their children and generally showed
a keen interest in their physical well being.

NUTRITION.

Special attention was again directed to the problem of mal-
nutrition, and during the year 229 children were recommended
for free meals and/or milk.

Of this number 101 received free dinners, 5 received free
milk, and 123 received both milk and dinners.

PROVISION OF FREE MEALS AND MILK.

During the year, the Authority supplied 51,657 free meals
and 34,314 bottles (} pint) of free milk.

EVACUATION.

Although in January, 1945, there were approximately 530
official evacuees still resident in Wallasey, by December of the
year, all but 4 had returned to Southern England under official
arrangements.

Seven Wallasey children still remain billeted in “ reception

R

areas.

GENERAL REMARKS.

Effects of war time conditions on the physical and mental
eonditions of the sehool children.

The Medical Officers carrying out School Inspections were
generally agreed that the health and well being of the children
was well maintained, although one Medical Officer stressed the
necessity for some sort of * beauty culture’ among adolescent
girls of a certain stratum, who appeared to lack a sense of purpose
and poise, in addition to being indifferent te their personal
appearance.

Whilst as stated the general standard of health was good,
an increasing lack of self control and discipline was observed by
one of the Medical Officers, who also commented on the lengthy
healing period of septic sores and impetigo, in her opinion,
probably due to the scarcity of Iruit in the present day diet.
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Mr. Horace Davies’s Observations upon the work of the
Orthopaedie Clinies, 1945.

From an analysis of the detailed classification, it is painfully
apparent how prevalent are the postural errors of childhood,
and how important the clinics are for school children. Much as
I appreciate and see the value of treatment of these conditions,
I remain strongly in favour of tackling them at their source. The
number of cases of posture defects, which have to be referred to
the clinics, is merely an expression of the present inadequacy of
the physical training curriculum. In my opinion not enough
emphasis is laid upon the postural exercises in the Board of
Education Syllabus, and much more attention to the posture of
the individual child would be beneficial.

Owing to the increasing size of the remedial exercise classes,
the physiotherapists and myself have thought it advisable to have
printed exercise instruction sheets, so that the period of treatment
can be shortened. These pamphlets are also issued to all cases
after completion of training, to ensure an adequate maintainance
of correct posture and to prevent relapse.

REPORT OF SPEECH THERAPIST.

The Speech Therapy Clinic for the Borough was re-opened
in September, 1945, for four half day sessions per week, and lists
of the names of children requiring speech treatment were submitted
by the Schools. From these lists 62 suitable cases were admitted
to the Clinic, 23 children requiring treatment for stammering,
and 39 children for speech defects. The names of a large number of
other children also requiring treatment had to be omitted owing
to the classes being full. The Centres were held at Manor Road,
Egerton Grove, Gorsedale Infants and Eastway Schools, but later
the accommodation at Manor Road and Gorsedale Schools was
found to be inadequate, and the Centres were transferred to Church
Street School and New Street Climie.

The speech therapy work at the beginning of December was
placed under the Medical Authorites, and the younger children
were admitted to the New Street Clinic. The work at the other
Centres has been rather held back by lack of suitable facilities, and
at present the children only receive the barest minimum of
attention, owing to lack of time, and the numbers involved. The
work has been taken up with the treatment of children, referred
from the Schools, but next year the names of those requiring
treatment will be submitted through the Minor Ailments Clinic,
for reference to the Speech Therapist.

Of the children receiving treatment 23 have been discharged
and several more will be ready for discharge by midsummer. It
will then be possible to accept cases direct from the Minor Ailments
Clinic, without mixing them with those submitted by the Schools.

The treatment given to those children who stammer has
consisted mainly of two aspects:

1. Physiological.

2. Psychological.
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Report of Speech Therapist (Cont.)

The first aspect of treatment deals with—
(a) The regular practice of breathing exercises.

(b) Practice to obtain complete physical and mental re-
laxation.

(¢) Exercises for co-ordination of word and movement.

The second aspect of treatment deals with—
(a) Complete harmony between patient and therapist.
(b) Word games to dispel word phobia.
(c) Auto suggestion to induce self confidence and self control.

The treatment given to those children suffering from speech
defects such as dyslalia, idioglossia, sigmatism, aphasia, cleft
palates, and rhinolalia ; consists of—

(a) Regular breathing exercises.
(b) Lip, tongue, palatal exercises.
(c) Sound combination, and word practice.

The children, on the whole, have reacted well to their treat-
ment but there is at present little indication of encouragement
given at school and home. It is very urgently desired that a full-
time therapist be appointed to the Borough at the earliest possible
moment, as the work is increasing, and under the existing con-
ditions the children are only receiving half the necessary treatment,
and many other children are still awaiting treatment. The present
time allotted to the Borough makes it impossible for the speech
therapist to obtain all the contacts regarding the children such as
home and school visiting.

PSYCHOLOGIST'S REPORT.

During the past 9 months 30 children have attended the Child
Guidance Clinic. All children were first examined by the
Psychologist and then referred to the appropriate service. Of
the 30 children referred to above, 25 were examined at the Clinic
and 5 were examined in the schools. Recommendations were
made by the Psychologist as follows :

To Psychiatrist 20
To Social Worker 5
Report forwarded to Probation Officer ... 1
Referred to Medical Officer ... 4

Total 30

Of 20 cases referred to the Psychiatrist only 15 have as yet
been examined and recommendations were made as follows :
Backward Class 2
Psychotherapy 4
Social Worker 1
Waiting list for Psychotherapy 6
No definite recommendations 1
Removal from home and Psychotherapy 1

Total 15
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Psychologist’s Report (Cont.)

In addition to the 15 cases above the Psychiatrist examined
one boy who was then recommended for a Special School. An
appointment was made for the boy to see the Psychiatrist and
the Psychologist on the same afternoon, as a report was required
quickly by the Juvenile Court.

The number of cases examined was rather less than in previous
years, because the Clinic was without a Social Worker from 1st June
to 26th August, during which time parents were interviewed at
the Clinic by the Psychologist. Since the 26th August, the Clinic
has been fortunate in securing the services of Mrs Barrett-Lennard.

It was with deep regret that the Clinic said good-bye to Mrs.
Tudor at the end of May. The quality of her work may best be
judged by the results. Of the 5 cases referred to her, in all of
which the cause of the problem lay in the attitude of the parents
towards their children, rather than with the children themselves,
4 have been closed as improved. The fifth was not referred to Mrs.
Tudor until March 1945, and two months was not a long enough
period in which to effect the necessary re-adjustment of the parents’
attitude towards the child.

14 cases were carried forward from 1944 as still needing
Psychotherapy, and Dr. Devlin took on a further 4 cases for treat-
ment. Of these, 11 have been closed as improved or adjusted,
2 as improved, 1 case has been referred to N.S.P.C.C., 1 case was
closed because of uncooperative parents, and 3 are awaiti
further treatment. A further 6 children have been recnmmendﬁ
for treatment. There are still 5 children awaiting a diagnostic
psychiatric interview. Dr. Devlin left the Clinic at the end of
September, so that at present it is impossible to ceal with these
cases here.

ELLERAY PARK SPECIAL SCHOOL.

No. of Children on Roll—1st January, 1945 :

Boys 48. Girls 32 i Total sl

No. of Children admitted during the year 38
No. of Children left during the year ... il LA
No. of Children on Roll—31st December, 1945—

Boys 57. Girls 37. Total 94

MEDICAL RECORD CARDS.

During the year no applications were received from Medical
practitioners for confidential information obtainable from school
medical records, as provided for by the National Health Insurance
(Juvenile Contributors and Young Persons) Act 1937.

Children Medically Examined in connection with the issue of
Employment Cards or Entertainment Licences.
Delivery of Newspapers ... 169
Delivery of Milk ... 3
Entertainment Licences ... 13
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Public Health Department,

August, 1946,
The Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the .
Couniy Borough of Wallasey.
Mr. Mayor, Mrs. Findley and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in submitting my Annual Report for the year 1945,

The population shows a sleady increase, and it is inferesting
to report that the Ministry of Food's estimated population for mid-1946
is larger than the Registrar's figure for 1939.

Though the number of births was 84 less than in 1944, the number
of illegitimate births was increased by 50. The proportion of illegifimate
to legitimate births being more than one in ten.

There were only two maternal deaths.

The demand on the maternily beds at “Highfield" Malernity
Hospital and the Birkenhead Municipal Hospital continued, and much
closer enquiries had to be made before cases could be accepted.  In spite
of the shortage of nurses, particularly Midwives—a shortage which is
causing a great deal of concern throughout the country, and has been
the cause of the closure of Hospitals and the cutting down of hospital
beds in many parts of the country—"Highfield' was able to continue
throughout the year, dealing with 507, more cases than the number
for which it was originally planned and equipped. It must be remem-
bered that though the continued use of the Annexe enables this to be done,
all the cases must pass through the two Labour Wards of the Hospital.
The fact that as many as 14 cases have been delivered within 24
hours shows the pressure that at times falls on that accommodation,
and on the staff. Great credit is, in my opinion, due to the Matron,
Sister-in-Charge and Nursing Staff for the way they have dealt with
this situation.

All efforts throughout the year to proceed with the extension of
the Hospital proved wunsuccessful.

It is regrettable to have to report an increase in the Infant Mortality
Rate, due largely to increase tn deaths from [nfantile Diarrhoea and
Enteritis. There was also an increase in the deaths from Prneumonia.
Both these conditions, particularly the former, are preventable.

The notifications of Infectious Diseases were considerably less
than in 1944, due to @ much reduced incidence of Measles and Whoop-
ing Cough. There was an increase in the number of Scarlet Fever
cases, though, fortunately, they were of a very mild type.

It is satisfactory to be able to report a considerable increase in the
number of children tmmunised against Diphtheria when between one
and two years old.  The advantage of immunisation at this age cannol
be too strongly wrged.

It should be noted that of 272 samples of milk submitted to
Biological Test for the presence of Tubercle Bacilli, 36 or 13.23%,
were found to be positive.  Fortunately, the greater part of this milk
is subjected to heat treatment before distribution to the public, though
not sold officially as Pasteurised.

I should like once again to acknowledge the work done by the Staff
throughout the year, and to thank the Commilice for the support they
have continued o give me.

I am,
Mr. Mayor, Mrs Findley and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
RONALD B. BERRY,
Medical Officer of Health.
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Zymotic Death-rate per 1,000 of populatlun {excludmg

Diarrhoea) 0.08
Phthisis Death-rate per 1 D{!{I- of pupula.tmn 0.53
Respiratory Death-rate per 1,000 of popu]atmn [ex-::ludmg

Phthisis) : 1.60

PRINCIPJ&L CAUSES OF DEAIH

Heart Diseases............... 357 Intracranial Vascular

Other Circulatory Diseases 24 Lesions .. s L L

CRDCET .....x:: Siaamnsnd] OB Congenital L‘rt:l:-lhtz,lr

Respiratory I.Iuseuel | Premature Births etc.... 44

Ppeumonia ......... 6] | Violent [leaths
Bronchitis............ 62 | 142 (including suicides)...... 48
Y s s p i vien s nns 19 Acute and Chronic

Phthisis. .. ..ococimaseciisise 47 Mophritis .....oconevnncnca: 26

HOSPITAL SERVICES (wlthin the Borough).

The following Hospitals and Institutions are PROVIDED by
the LOCAL AUTHORITY within the Borough :—

1. Mill Lane Hospital : For Infectious Diseases (other than
small pox).

2. Tuberculosis Sanatorium : One block, 22 beds, and one chalet

Mill Lane Hospital. with one bed, for advanced and

observation cases.

3. Highfield Maternity Hospital: 21 Beds plus 13 in Annexe (from
May, 1943).
In addition to the above there are the following Voluntary
Hospitals within the Borough :—

4. VICTORIA CENTRAL HOSPITAL: General Hospital with
135 Beds (including 21 for children). There is an out-patient
department. There is also a charitable Dispensary on the
same premises.

5. WALLASEY COTTAGE HOSPITAL : General Hospital with

39 beds, which are used for men, women and children as necessity
arises. This Hospital also has an out-patient department.

6. LIVERPOOL OPEN-AIR HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN
LEASOWE : Orthopaedic Hospital with 230 beds (192 for
children and 38 for adult females). Patients are admitted to this
Hospital from various parts of the country. The Corporation
has ten beds in this Hospital on terms.

HOSPITAL SERVICES (Outside the Borough).

BIRKENHEAD MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL : 125 beds are available
at this Institution for sick, maternity and mental cases.

Owing to shortage of Staff the work at this hospital has been
carried on under great difficulty and it has not been possible to
admit many aged and infirm patients who would normally have
been treated at this hospital.

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE.
Admissions to :(—

B’head Municipal Instit'n 245 Eastham House .. R 1.
Ii'head Municipal Hospital 537 County Mental Hospital ... 41
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS.

The number of unemployed persons in the Borough in January,
1945, was 292, and in December, 731 as compared with 223
and 269 respectively in January and December, 1944,

During, 1945, the following amounts were expended on Unem-
ployment, etc. Benefit by the Wallasey Employment Exchange :—

Agricultural Benefit ... £137 0 0
General Scheme Benefit W 19822 0 0
Unemployment Assistance Allowances .. $2483 0 0

In addition the Public Assistance Committee expended
£18,056 1Cs. td. on outdoor relief and £1 0s. 0d. to Unemploy-
ment cases.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.
ANTE-NATAL.

The Clinics, at which a woman doctor is in attendance, are
held on the following days:—

NEW STREET—Monday, 2-0—4-0 p.m.
¥ ., —Tuesday and Thursday, 10-0—12 noon.
OAKENHOLT ROAD, MORETON—Wednesday, 10-30—12
noon.

Special cases are referred from these Clinics to the Consultant
Obstetrician who visits Highfield Maternity Hospital and bis

services are available whenever required.

The following figures summarise the work done at the Ante-
natal and at the Post-natal Clinics during the year :(—

ANTE-NATAL.

Expectant mothers on books at January Ist " et 447
New cases during the year vy DD
Names on books at December 31st ... o s 103
Attendances of Expectant Mothers ... .. wae i 1705
No. of Expectant Mothers attending Consultative Ante-
Natal Clinic ... e 181
Attendances cin - AF0
First-visits to homes of Expectart Mothers ... ey g b
Revisits  do. do. do. | ems s 55

MATERNITY EMERGENCY UNIT.

The Corporation has an arrangement with the Liverpool
Maternity Hospital for the use in Wallasey of the Maternity Unit
for dealing with difficult domiciliary obstetric emergencies.

It has not been necessary to call upon the services of the
Maternity Unit.
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In January, 1945 there were in the Borough, 144 Southern
England mothers with 232 accompanied children, 54 unaccompanied
children, 59 aged persons and 6 invalids. Two Hostels were
functioning containing 9 mothers with 27 children.

On the 11th June, 1945, mothers and children and aged
Persons returned home in an official party and on the Sth July,
1945 the unaccompanied children returned home in an official
party.

On the 30th August, 1945, there remained in Wallasey six
aged people, one deaf and dumb mother and father with one young
son, and two unaccompanied children officially billeted. Many of
the unaccompanied children remained in the Borough throughout
the summer months under private arrangements made between the
parents and the billetors.

In September, 1945, there were three aged people in the one
remaining Hostel, and one aged person in Hospital.

At the end of 1945 there remained three aged people officially
billeted and also one unaccompanied child officially billeted
Several unaccompanied children still remain under private arrange-
ments.

HIGHFIELD MATERNITY HOSPITAL.

The accommodation at this hospital was again in great demand
and many requests for admission had to be refused.

During the year 664 cases were admitted.

In order to deal with the very great demand for institution
beds, arrangements were made in May, 1943, to open the repaired
half of the damaged Ward at Mill Lane Hospital as a Maternity
Ward with thirteen beds. Patients are transferred to this Ward
after confinement according to the accommodation in the Maternity
Hospital. This extra provision has made it possible to book sixty
cases per month. Dealing with this number has, however, made
very heavy demands on the Labour Ward and the trained stafi
of the Hospital.

In Hos) No.of Coofine- No.ol Dila drmlt- Hemaln-
Jan. 1/45 Admis- ments ed ted Maternsl i
mlons 1045 Undelivered after Deaths Dec. 31st
1045 C'maent 1045
Doctors' cases 14 456 447 4501 o 3 1 11
Midwives cases 131 208 205  206% —_— 3 -— 4

* Admitted 1044, 1 {Twins 3 §Twins 1
Doctors' cases. Midwives' cases Total

Stillbirths ... 10 9 19
Infant Deaths 7 2 9
Perineal Repairs ... 20 45 250
Episiotomies S o 37 - 37
Breech Presentations 19 1 20
Puerperal Pyrexia ... 1 - 1
Rise of Temperature 9 1 10
Toxaemia of Pregnancy ... 8 1 9
Forceps 43 6 49
Delayed Labour ... 10 4 14
Premature Birth .. AP 9 7 16
Twins s 3 1 4

Puerperal Pyrexia :—.-.P}reliii15 1.
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MATERNITY CASES ADMITTED TO BIRKENHEAD MUNICIPAL
HOSPITAL.

The Corporation have made a declaration under Section 5 of the
Local Government Act, 1929, to the effect that as and from lst
October, 1939, all assistance granted by the Council under the
Maternity and Child Welfare Acts, as amended by the Public
Health Act, 1936, be granted by virtue of those Acts and not by
way of Poor Law Relief. During the year 118 cases were admitted
to the Birkenhead Municipal Hospital under this arrangement.

PUERPERAL PYREXIA.

There were three notifications of Puerperal Pyrexia during
the year, none of which proved fatal.

MATERNAL MORTALITY.

Two Maternal Deaths were registered during the year, the
causes of which were :\—

(1) (a) Ante Partum Haemorrhage (concealed accidental)
(b) Uterine inertia
(c) Myomectomy Uterus for fibromyoma 4 years ago
Toxaemia of pregnancy and obesity.
(2) Embolism.

Case No. 1 occurred at Highfield Maternity Hospital and Case
No. 2 at the Birkenhead Municipal Hospital.

OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM.

Eight of the Health Visitors are qualified to treat, by douching,
the eyes of children suffering from Ophthalmia Neonatorum. Three
cases were notified during the year and were cured with no
impairment of vision.

CHILD WELFARE.

The Clinics at which a doctor attends on each occasion, are
held in the afternoon of the following days.—

New Street Centre—Tuesdays. [Field Road—Thursdays.
Wallasey Village—Wednesdays Oakenholt Rd., Moreton—Tues

The number of attendances during the year was-—

New New |Wallasey| Totals
- Street | Moreton |Brighton| Village
Children under one
year of age .. 2487 | 2,073 3.625 | 4,082 12 267
Children between
one and five yrs. 162 132 430 378 1,108
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SUMMARY OF VISITS PAID BY HEALTH VISITORS.
First visits and revisits to Infants under one year of age ... 5,814
Visits and revisits to Children one to five years of age . 5,186

Total visits and revisits to children under one and up to five
years of age for any purpose whatsoever, including 62

visits and revisits re Minor Infections .., ... 11,042
Visitsre notified Infectious Diseases ... vl B4R
e Infant Life Protection 87

» and re-visits to expectant mothers .., wve 409

PROMOTION OF CLEANLINESS AND GOOD HABITS
(Min. of Health Circular 2831)

Health Visitors impress on mothers and expectant mothers the
importance of cleanliness and freedom from vermin, and concentrate
largely on the homes which they know to be the least satisfactory
in this respect, :

Fine tooth combs are supplied on loan, and Lethane hair oil
is available for cases needing treatment,

Posters dealing with vermin, issued by the Central Council
for Health Education, are exhibited in various parts of the Borough.

NUTRITION,
NATIONAL DRIED MILK, FRUIT JUICES, Ete.
Particulars of National Dried Milk, Cod Liver Oil, and Fruit

Juices distributed to expectant and nursing mothers and to
children under five vears of 3 ge during 1945 are as follows :—

NATIONAL DRIED MILK
Number of packets given free ., o 1,041

& »  Sold at reduced rate;” o 26,041
COD LIVER OIL, FRUIT JUICES, ETC.
Number of bottles of Cod Liver 0il . 14,178
S . Fruit Juices .. 112519
i - Vitamin Capsules ,,. 2833
DRIED MILK (OTHER THAN NATIONAL DRIED MILK).
Sold b. Packets, 25 561 realising ... (2418 |4s. Hd.

In addition, 45 gallons of Cod Liver Qil and 1,692 bottles of

Fruit Juices were issyed for the use of children in local hospitals,
war-time nurseries, etc.

CHILD LIFE PR OTECTION.

No,of persons who were receiving children for reward at Jan Ist 14
- . On Register at December 315t 15

No. of children under 9 years on Register at Jan, |st 16
do. Deaths of children during the year
do. Inquests on children dealt with under the Act
do. Children on Register at December 3lst 15
Visits during the year ... 87
Health Visitors who are Infant Protection Visitors 9
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INFANT MORTALITY.
Nett Deaths from Stated Causes in weeks and months under one year of

CAUSES OF
DEATH.

months.

E
:

—9
4—12

$

1—2
Weeks.
23
Weeks,
1 month.
4 Weeks
and under
3 months,
3—4
months.

Under
1 Week,

Total under
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WAR TIME NURSERIES.

There are four War-time Day Nurseries for Children under
five years of age in Wallasey.

All the Nurseries are one-storeyed, pre-cast buildings, but at
the Eastway Nursery provision has been made to accommodate 25
of the 55 children in the Eastway School which adjoins the Nursery.
The Nurseries are not open on Sundays.

The following table shows the number of places per Nursery
and the average number of children attending in December, 1945 -—

AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCES
Number
Nursery of Exc. Saturdays |[For month as a whole
Flaces | 91 9 gtsl 0—23 2 5
Somerville ... 40 ) 37 7 32
Eastway | 55 10 19 9 15
Central Park ... 50 13 33 12 a0
Oakdale 50 14 31 12 29

With the exception of the Eastway Nursery all the Nurseries
are full and have a waiting list.

DOMESTIC HELP SERVICE.

In accordance with the Ministry of Health Circular No. 179/44,
dated December, 1944, which authorised the setting up of a service
of Domestic Helps, it was decided to commence such a service in
Wallasey.

A Supervisor was appointed, and the first Help was sent out
on April 2nd, 1945.

From that date until the end of the year the demand for the
service has grown steadily. At the outset there were only two
helpers on the books, but by the end of the vear this number had
increased to 14, '

The service of Home Helps, in connection with Maternity
cases 1s operated in conjun-tion with the Domestic Help Service.

Charges for the services of Helps are assessed on a scale based
on T. B. allowances payable under Memo. 266,T.

The following figures show the work carried out under both
Schemes during the year (nine months only)—

Domestic ~ Home
Helps Helps  Total

Applications received o s 154 42 196
Applications investigated .. 2 154 42 196
Cases accepted and booked i 131 32 163
Cases not accepted (outside scope

of Scheme) . s = 12 & 17
Cases not accepted (no help avail-

able) i iE i - 1 — 1
Applications cancelled EF s 17 6 23
Cases to which help sent .. 43 130 23 153
Hours worked by Helpers .. 9,008 2,003F 11,101}

In addition to the above Scheme, an annual grant of £20 is
made to the Women's Service Bureau, Liverpool, who provide
Home Helps principally in cases where a residential Help is desire-
able.

During the year, Home Helps were supplied by the Women's
Service Bureau to ten Wallasey cases.
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PUBLIC HEALTH (SMALL-POX PREVENTION) REGULATIONS,

1917.

No primary vaccinations or re-vaccinations were performed
by the Medical Officer of Health during the year.

VACCINATION.
Statement of Vaccination for year ending 31st December, 1944
Births o 1,404
Successfully vacu:mated B
Insusceptible 7
Had Smallpox —
Died unvaccinated s 1+ 52
Postponed by Medical Authunty 10
Certificates of Exemption {Cnnsuentmus ab]e-:tmn] il
Removals certified 7
Removals not found and not m.:t:r.:-unted Iur 16
Vaccinations at Clinics i 44 is it s sndel
Re-inspections at Clinics .. 2y - = .. 362
MEASLES.

447 cases were notified and 39 reported during 1945.  One of
the cases proved fatal.

WHOOPING COUGH.

115 cases were notified and 6 reported during the year.
Two of the cases proved fatal.

SCABIES.

Owing to the increase in the number of cases of Scabies, a
treatment centre was opened in May, 1941 at the New Street Clinic.
and has continued daily ever since. 452 cases were treated during
the year, and 265 patients were re-examined. 38 of these were
found to require further treatment. In addition a few cases who
were unable to attend at the Clinic were given out-patient treatment
at the Infectious Diseases Hospital, Mill Lane.

DISINFECTION.
Visits to houses re disinfections . . o “a e T o am
Rooms disinfected : o a25
Books from Public, E'nvtta or Schuu.'l Librlriu dilinfected e HE0

Articles disinfected e - ' i aa e ie aBR]
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No. of Removals from Register owing to :— M. F. |Total
Leaving Wallase 2 3 5
Death ... 4 5 9

Totals ... 6 8 14

No. on Register at December 31st 85 95 | 180

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.

No. of Wallasey cases receiving assistance from this Authority
at January lst, 1945 87
,, Teceiving assistance at December 31st, 1945 ... 93

Amount disbursed by way of allowances, January to

December, 1945 ... ... £59306 l4s. 3d.
No. of Wallasey cases receiving assistance from other Author-

ities at 1st January, 1945 ... 14
No. receiving assistance at 31st December, 1945 ... 12
Amount disbursed by way of allowances to thes: cases

January to December £780 8s. 6d.
No. of cases assisted by this Authority and rechargeable to

other Authorities at 1st January, 1945 ... 17
No. receiving assistance at 31st December, 1945 ... 17
Amount disbursed by way of Allowances January to

December 8 : £1029 9s. 2d.

MEDICAL EXAMINATION.

During the period ending 18th October, 1945, fourteen people
were examined by Dr. H. R. Bickerton of whom eleven were found
to be blind, while three could not be certified.

The average age of the cl:ven blind people was 76 years
3 months, the youngest b2ing 52 years 2 months.

Following the resignation of Doctor H. R. Bickerton on
account of ill health, Doctor W. Dunlop Hamilton, M.B., B.Ch.,
B.A.O., D.0.M.S. was appointed Ophthalmic Surgeon from 23rd
October, 1945. From that date to the end of the year, Dr. Hamilton
examined two people, both of whom were found to be blind. Their
average age was 65 years.

REMOVAL AND DISPOSAL OF HOUSE REFUSE.

This work is carried out under the direction of the Borough
Surveyor. There are no ashpits in the Borough. Particulars as to
the quantities of refuse and salvage disposed of in the past year
are as under :—

House, &c. Refuse— T: 1
Delivered to Refuse Disposal Works ...  — — —
Quantity tipped away ... 19,147 7 0

19,147 ¥ 0
Salvage, &c. material... e 2,940 7 2

22,087 14 2
Wet refuse collected in added areas and delivered to farms, 104 loads-
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HOUSING.

Of the houses demolished by enemy action one was re-built
and 109 are in course of completion. In addition, eleven new houses
were in course of erection. Twelve houses were converted into
flats during 1945,

No Demolition or Clearance Areas were scheduled during
1945.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938.

During the year 297 samples were analysed, fourteen of which
were found to be adulterated. Proceedings were taken in the
following instances :—milk, 209, deficient of fat and 199} deficient
of fat—fines of {5 were imposed and £1 costs. Milk, 109, and 129%,
deficient of fat—case dismissed. Whisky—8%, excess of water—
fine of £5 imposed and 10/6 costs. No proceedings were taken in
the remaining cases, the adulteration being slight. The sellers were,
however, warned.

PHARMACY AND POISONS ACT.

During the year the following applu:atmns were received
For registration £ s 6
For re-registration .. i g 108

All applications were granted.
One sample submitted for analysis proved genuine.

FERTILISERS AND FEEDING STUFFS ACT.

Twenty-four samples of Fertilisers were submitted for analysis
during the year, two of which did not com Ipl},r with the requirements
of the Act. Warnings were given by the Inspector in these cases

CONTROL AND SUPERVISION OF MILK SUPPLIES.
(Blological Examination).

Incoming supplies of raw milk entering the Borough originate
mainly from farms situate in Cheshire and the neighbouring counties
of Flintshire and Denbighshire. The milk from each separate
source of supply is sampled at least twice yearly in order to ascertain
that it is free from Tuberculous infection. An appreciable volume
of this milk receives Heat-treatment or is Pasteurised at the larger
dairy depots in the Borough before being bottled for delivery to the
domestic consumer. The pasteurisation of ungraded raw milk is
not as yet compulsory, but it is anticipated in the near future that
the sale of raw milk will be allowed only when it is of ** Tuberculin
Tested " or " Accredited " standards—all other milk will then have
to be submitted to a process of heat-treatment before being sold
to the consumer.

The following is a summary of milk sampling carried out
during the year :—

1945 1944 1943 1942

Number of samples taken .. 272 182 116 68
Number of Positive results

(T.B.) s it = 36 15 8 7
Percentage .. S vui 18.23 8.24 689 10.29

The above figures relate only to supplies of raw milk and include
Certified, Tuberculin and Accredited milks, details of which in
regard to Bovine Tuberculosis are as hereunder :—
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Number of Results of Tests
Description of Milk Samples
. submitted Positive Negative
Certified Milk .. o 1 — 1
Tuberculin Tested M 17 - 17
Accredited (taken on pro-
duction) 3 5 5 - 5
Undesignated .. ki 249 36 213
272 36 236

The following is a tabulation of the results of the investigations
carried out by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries at the farms
from which the infected supplies of milk were being received into
the Borough :—

Number of investigations completed Number of milk
without any offending animal having cows slaughtered
been found in the Herd, due to either under the
the cows having gone dry or having been Tuberculosis
sold since the original sample was Order, 1938
obtained 3 o T 22 9 —

Number of investigations completed
which resulted in each case in the
slaughter of one milk cow under the
Tuberculosis Order of 1938 3 IR UEl8 18

Number of investigations completed
which resulted in each case in the
slaughter of two milk cows i o 5 10

Number of investigations completed
which resulted in each case in the
slaughter of three milk cows .. - 4 12

36 40

Note.—The 40 milk cows referred to above involved 27 dairy
herds.

Milk Produection within the Borough.

There are eleven registered Cow Keepers in the Borough, 5 of
whom are licensed producers of Accredited Milk. Periodical visits
were made to these ?arms, and inspections made of the Shippons and
Dairy premises to ensure that the terms of the Milk and Dairies
Order and the Milk (Special Designations) Order were being com-
plied with. Samples of milk were obtained on production ; during
the year 34 visits were made to the farms.
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Registered Dairies.

In addition to the farms, there are 36 registered Dairies in
the Borough, a number of which are licensed for the sale of milk
under the terms of the Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1936/44.
In two instances the Dairies are dealing solely with supplies of
Tuberculin tested milk, whilst in the case of four other Dairies, the
whole volume of their daily intake of supplies of Raw milk is
Pasteurised. All registered premises are equipped with washing
and sterilizing apparatus and in a large number of -cases,
mechanical refrigeration has been installed for the purpose of milk
storage. Inspections are made in order to ascertain that the
Statutory requirements relating to milk and dairies are bei
observed. There are also 55 shops retailing milk in sealed bottles
as received from their suppliers. Such premises do not constitute
dairies within the meaning of the Order, but the persons concerned
are duly registered as Purveyors of Milk.

Number of Registered dairies 0 T 33 36
Visits .. i e o x " .. 203
Purveyors registered for the sale of bottled milk
only i s o o o e 55
Visits .. s + i - 7 il 62
Designated Milks.

Milks produced in accordance with the terms of the Milk
(Special Designations) Order, 1936/44, may be sold under the
following designations providing a licence has been granted by the
Local Authority :—

1. Tuberculin Tested Milk (the word “* Certified ” may be

added to this designation if bottled on the farm).
2. Accredited Milk.

3. Pasteurised Milk.
No. of Licences granted to bottle and retail Tuber-
culin Tested Milk .. it o o % 4
No. of Licences granted to retail bottled T.T. milk 10
No. of Licences granted to produce Pasteurised milk 4
No. of Licences granted to bottle and retail
Pasteurised Milk .. 1

No. of Licences granted to pl:c;duce Accredited Milk 5

The following is a summary of the Bacteriological Examinations
carried out on samples obtained during the year (Raw Milk) :

Tuberculin Tested Milk Certified .
No. of samples taken . .
No. of samples satisfactory .. ) s =
No. of samples unsatisfactory Cii v e —

—

Tuberculin Tested Milk.

No. of samples taken . . - e s % 13
No. of samples satisfactory .. i . 2 6
No. of samples unsatisfactory s : 5 ™

*This figure includes three samples obtained from one producer

and from whom supplies of incoming milk were subjected to special
investigation.
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Accredited Milk.
No. of samples taken .. : = 5
No. of samples satisfactory .. s iy i 2
No. of samples unsatisfactory ok . 5 3

County Authorities were communicated with in regard to
unsatisfactory milk supplies originating from farms situate within
the respective Counties.

Supplies of Pasteurised Milk.

Samples of Pasteurised milk were submitted during the year
t0 Chemical testing, firstly to the Phosphatase test in order to
ensure that the milk had been adequately heat-treated and secondly
to the Methylene Blue Test in order to assess the keeping qualities
of the Processed milk. During the year 77 samples were obtained
and submitted for testing. In 8 instances, samples failed to conform
to the requirements of the Phosphatase test and in 17 instances
failure of the Methylene Blue Test was recorded. Heat-treated milk
is a term which embraces Sterilized Milk, Tuberculin Tested Milk
“ Pasteurised,” and supplies of ordinary Pasteurised Milk. In
addition to the Chemical tests referred to above the following
samples were submitted to the Guinea Pig Inoculation test in order
to ascertain the presence of Tubercle Bacilli in the milk :—

| Results of Biological tests
Description of Milk Number of -
samples Positive Negative
submitted
Sterilized ak ¥ 1 — 1
Tuberculin Tested
(Pasteurised). . - 1 - 1
Pasteurised R 59 1 58
61 1 60

The sample shown above as Positive was obtained at a Dairy
where one of the supplies of incoming Raw Milk was at the time
known to be under Veterinary Investigation on account of Tuber-
culosis in the Herd. This sample of Pasteurised milk failed to satisfy
the requirements of the Phosphatase test.

Milk in Sehool Scheme. : ]

Under the Milk in Schools Scheme, Pasteurised Milk is supplied
to School children in bottles containing one-third of a pint, together
with drinking straws. The scheme makes further provision for the
supply of an additional one-third pint of milk per day to every child
desirous of partaking this extra quantity. Seven Milk Purveyors
are responsible for making deliveries to the Schools in the Borough
and during the year 2,411,941 one-third Pint bottles representing
100,455 gallons were supplied. This figure includes 34,314 one-third
pint bottles which were supplied free by the Education Committee
to necessitous children. In the sampling figures referred to above
under Pasteurised Milk, eleven of the samples which were submitted
for Biological testing (for Tuberculosis) were obtained at the point
of delivery to various schools, 7.e.,when the milk was actually being
delivered on to the school premises by the supplier. In each instance

the report was a Negative one.
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Milk and Dairies Order, 1926.

During the year a Milk Purveyor was fined £1 and ordered to
pay costs at the Local Police Court for permitting a contravention
of the Milk and Dairies Order, 1926, by failing to exercise all
practicable precautions for preventing milk from being unnecessarily
exposed to contamination.

Supervision and Inspection of Meat and Food Supplies.

The Home killed meat which is received into the Borough is
derived mainly from the Ministry of Food Slaughtering Units
situated in Birkenhead and Liverpool. Imported meat including
Pork and Offal forms a substantial part of the allocation made to
Butchers and other tradesmen engaged in the preparation of cooked
meats and meat products, including the business of Sausage making.
These premises were visited and inspections made in order to ascer-
tain that the requirements contained in the Public Health Meat
Regulations, 1924, were being observed. Attention was also paid
to the Meat supplies to ensure that they were wholesome and the
shops and rooms including Cold Storage Chambers, together with
utensils and apparatus used therein were also examined in order to
ascertain that cleanly conditions were being maintained.

No. of Visits to Butchers’ Shops and Food preparing
premises .. ot o . o o 168

The slaughter of Bacon Pigs has taken place at various premises
during the year under licences issued by the Ministry of Food.
Pnstngiﬂrtem examinations have been carried out on the Carcases
and Viscera. As the result of information furnished by the Police
and the Meat and Food Inspector a Pig Keeper in the Borough was
during the year proceeded against by the Ministry of Food in regard
to the illicit slaughter of a pig. The Meat Inspector on visiting the
premises concerned ascertained that the carcases of two pigs were
involved. Post Mortem inspection revealed no evidence of disease
and no information or proof could be obtained that any of the Pork
or Offal derived from the Carcases had either been sold or was
intended for the purpose of sale for human consumption. The
charges against Defendant concerning illicit slaughter and trading
in a rationed commodity were proved and a conviction was obtained,
a Penalty of £30 being inflicted. Defendant was also ordered to pay
three guineas costs.

Complaints were investigated during the year in respect of the
alleged sale of unwholesome food. In a number of cases warnings
were issued to the Vendors concerned, but it was not necessary
to institute proceedings. Quantities of unsound meat, fish, fruit,
Wﬁﬂtahlﬁﬂ and cereal foods together with a large number of mis-
cellaneous tinned products were dealt with during the year in
accordance with the same arrangements as have operated during the
war period. Butter, Margarine, Bacon, Cheese and Cooking Fats
found to be unfit for human consumption were in every case diverted
back to the suppliers who act in a distributive capacity on behalf
of the Ministry of Food. None of the food which was found to be
unfit for human consumption was destroyed if it could be econ-
omically diverted for animal feeding purposes or utilised for refining
into non-edible products.
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Total amount of meat dealt with as unfit for
human consumption (due to decomposition) 130 Ibs.

Total quantity of fish dealt with as unfit for
human consumption (due to decomposition) 3,851 lbs,

The fish involved comprised both cured and uncured con-
signments, the cause of unwholesomeness being in the majority of
cases due to prolonged transit, en route from the various fish landing
ports. The fish comprised Cod, Haddock, Bream, Coal Fish,
Skate, Pollock, Ling and Cat Fish.

Cases of Oranges and Dates have also been subject to inspection
from time to time and destruction in a number of instances was
ordered.

Total number of containers of miscellaneous Food Products
comprising Meat, Fish, Milk, Vegetables, etc., found to be unfit for
consumption, 1,762.

Wallasey and Alfred Lairages.

Landing Place for Irish and Isle of Man Animals and Foreign
Animals Landing Wharf.

No emergency slaughterings were carried out during the year.

Administration of Diseases of Animals Aets and Orders.

Notice was served under the Swine Fever Order, 1938, with
regard to a suspected case of Swine Fever. The report of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries was a Negative one. A
notice was also served under Article 2 of the Tuberculosis Order,
1938, the animal involved being an Ayrshire Milch Cow which was
found by the Ministry's Veterinary Inspector to be affected with
Tuberculosis and slaughter was reverted to. One case of Anthrax
was reported to the Ministry, the animal concerned being a Fresian
Heifer. The Veterinary Investigation revealed a Negative report.
The Borough was not geographically involved in any of the out-
breaks of Foot and Mouth Disease which were confirmed during the
year. Dipping regulations made by this Authority under powers
contained in the Sheep Scab Order, 1938, resulted in the com-
pulsory dipping of all Sheep and Lambs in the Borough. Grazing
lands situated in the Borough were visited in order to ascertain
that the animals grazing thereon (sheep and lambs) were being
properly tended and cared for and that the requirements of the
Protection of Animals Acts were being observed by the owner or
person in charge. In this regard prosecutions have taken place on
information laid by the R.S.P.C.A.

The requirements of the Warble Fly (Dressing of Cattle) Order,
1938, remains suspended. -

Eighteen Irish Store Cattle were licensed from the Imported
Animals Landing Wharf, Birkenhead, to a holding in this Borough.

Pig Keepers premises were also visited and Store Pigs brought
into the Borough on licenses granted under the Movement of Swine
Order, 1922, were inspected in order to ensure their isolation and
detention in accordance with the terms of the licence. 359 pigs
were involved, the animals in each case being licensed from the
County Market, Chester. Visits to farms, piggenes and other
premises totalled 98.
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Mussel and Cockle Beds, Wallasey Foreshore.

By an Order dated the 14th June, 1940, made by the Liverpool
Port Health Authority under the Public Health (Shell Fish)
Regulations, 1934, the taking of Mussels and Cockles for the purpose
of sale for human consumption from within the prescribed area is
prohibited. Shell Fish layings on the Wallasey Foreshore are in-
cluded in the prescribed area and observational visits have been
made during the year in order to ascertain if the Order was being
infringed. No contraventions were recorded.

Swimming Baths.

During the months of July and September, samples of bath
water were obtained and submltted for Bacteriological examination
to Liverpool City Laboratories and the following is a copy of the
reports received indicating that in five instances the samples were
of the highest standard of Bacterial purity :—

Total
Bacteria per c.c. | B. coli Coliform
Date | Description iper 100 | Organisms

at 877 C.lat 22°C.|] c.c. per 100 c.c.

24/7/45 Derby Swimming
Pool = |  — —_ — =

" New Brighton
Swimming Pool ...|] — — — —

o Guinea Gap Baths
Ist Class Plunge ...| 66 70 1 1

Guinea Gap Baths
2nd Class Flunge — - - —

18/9/45 Guinea Gap Baths
Ist Class Plunge - —_— — A

Guinea Gap Baths — — o L

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE DISTRICT,
WORK OF THE DISTRICT INSPECTORS.

No. of houses visited ... ... 6,865
Special complaints mvesttgated ... 6,083
No. of defects discovered ?.345
Interviews, appointments, sup-ervlsmna.l visits and revisits 252
Matters dealt with from and to other departmems SRR
Informations laid... A = i 48
Magistrates orders obtained ... 6
Warrants to enter obtained ... 1
Cases withdrawn on payment of costs or dismissed under the

~ Probation of Offenders Act 13
Fines, etc. ks £14/11/0

ﬂ.BﬁTEMENT DF NUIS&NEEB

No. of Notices served ... e 5017

Reinspections ... .. 5,580
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WATER SUPPLY.

There is an ample, constant supply of water of high quality
for the needs of the Borough. The actual volume of water supplied
during 1945 was 1,301,948,212 gallons. The water supply is ob-
tained from two sources—bulk supplies of soft, upland Lake Alwen
water, and softened water from the Bore Holes at the Liscard
Pumping Station, Wallasey.

Regular chemical and bacteriological examinations are carried
out. In no case has evidence of poisonous metals or of lead been
found. The bacteriological reports have always been satisfactory.

The water supplied to Wallasey is maintained at a hardness
in the nature of seven to eight degrees.

The water supplied to the Saughall Massie area of the Borough
is supplied under arrangements with the West Cheshire Water
Board, and is analysed regularly. All the reports have been
satisfactory.

Only fifteen houses, amnmmudati:}g about sixty people, are
supplied with water from standpipes. The houses in question are
situated in a low-lying area, and the maijority were included in a
Clearance Area in 1934 but were excluded by the Ministry of Health.

Sewerage and Drainage.

The information with regard to the sewerage and drainage of
the Borough is kindly supplied by the Borough Engineer and
Surveyor.

The water carriage system is used throughout the Borough,
the resulting crude sewage being discharged into the River Mersey
and its estuary at suitable points.

As far as labour conditions have permitted, certain of the
main water courses requiring attention in the westerly part of the
Borough have been cleaned out, and where practicable the gradient
has been improved.

Sewer Reconstruction.

In connection with the Corporation Housing Programme, some
110 yards of 6 inch diameter ; 70 yards of 9 inch diameter ; and
130 vards of 12 inch diameter G.S. pipe sewers have been con-
structed during the year. Further sewerage works are in progress
at the present time.

Apart from the above, sewer work has been restricted to
maintenance and minor items of repair as found necessary.

DRAIN RECONSTRUCTION AND TESTS.

Drains reconstructed or partially reconstructed 5
Drain tests by smoke or water 24
FLUSHING.

The Local Authority normally flush the drains of all houses
in the Borough without charge. In addition, the drains at schools
and public buildings, etc., were also flushed. Dlunﬂg 1945 this w?rk
was resumed to a limited extent and the following work was carried

out :(—
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BAKEHOUSES:
No. of Bakehouses on register ... 68
Visits 50
Contraventions discovered —
Notices served - —

SHOP HOURS ACTS, 1912-1936.
No. of cases pending 1 January, 1945 ey -

Contraventions discovered for which Notices have been served 421
All Notices were complied with.
Cases pending, 31 December, 1945 .. i g —

RODENT CONTROL.

In order to safeguard the food supplies of the country, the
Director of Infestation Control, of the Ministry of Food instructed
all Local Authorities to treat the sewage systems in their respective
areas. In order that the work should be done systematically, the
whole of the country has been divided into what sve known as
““ Workable Areas,” Wallasey being included in Area No. 22, which
comprises practically the whole of the Wirral Peninsula. The
Ministry of Food has agreed to defray one half of the cost of any
additional labour engaged, plus the whole of the cost of poison bait
and other necessary equipment.

All the sewers in the Borough have been treated twice, the
results tabulated and forwarded to the Disinfestation Department
of the Ministry of Food. The second treatment, known as a main-
tenance treatment, is now in progress.

RATS AND MICE DESTRUCTION ACT.
SUMMARY OF WORK DONE DURING THE YEAR.

Complaints received ... .. 334 Baits consumed e 230
Visits and re-visits ++.0019 Rats caught ... .. 280
Motices served ... v Mice found dead or caught ... 116
Traps set ... 448  Income for services of Rat-

Raits laid e oz 230 catehar e e £36 17 68

ICE CREAM PREMISES.

No. of applications for registration ..
No. of applications granted ..

No. of visits to premises where ice cream is sold
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REPORT OF THE SENIOR SCHOOL DENTAL OFFICER.

The following is a report on the work of the School Dental
Service during the year 1945, which to some extent was work done
in preparation for post-war period.

The normal staff of the Clinic consists of three Dental Officers
and three Dental assistants. For a time during the war it con-
sisted of one Dental officer and two Dental assistants, but later
a woman Ofhicer of Czech nationality was temporarily appointed.
It 1s expected that during 1946 the two officers now on war service
will return, but the Dental assistant who was on war service has
married, and will not be returning.

The premises consisted during 1945 of two Dental Surgeries
and a Waiting Room at * Thornville,” 47 Liscard Village, and a
complete Dental Suite at the Health Centre, Moreton. It is hoped
to instal a third Surgery at “ Thornville " in Wallasey, which is
the main and busier Centre, thus making it possible for all thres
Dental Officers to work together, in addition to providing the
Clinic with a much needed Recovery Room.

This addition is the more necessary in view of the raising of
the school leaving age in 1947, and the extension of the Service
to every child in the County Secondary Schools. It is hoped
during 1946 to commence regular inspections in the County
Secondary Schools. Until recently, only children who had scholar-
ships were elegible for treatment, and there was no inspection—
children either asked for appointment, were referred by the School
Medical Officer, or continued on the special list of those regularly
examined.

The fee-paying system died an unlamented death earlier in the
year. It was instituted in 1923, with the idea that services rendered
free were not appreciated. The only good thing that could be said
about it was that as the fees were collected by the Dental Staff
at the Clinic, the cost of the collection was nil, and the clerical
work was reduced to a minimum.

The Dental Service is very much appreciated, and it is rare
for the Dental Officers not to be thanked by the parents for what
they have done, although the thanks do not go on public record.

The type of case treated is very large, and varies at times
from pre-school children of 3 years of age, through young adults
at the Secondary Schools, and up to Expectant Mothers. The
Clinic has been established long enough for the children who have
been treated, to grow up and bring their own children as patients.

It is interesting to note, as recorded previously, the marked
improvement in the state of young children's teeth, particularly
those born in the rationing period.

During 1945 a good deal of time was spent on school examina-
tions, thereby obtaining information which will enable the returning
staff to commence their post-war work.



12
REPORT OF THE ORGANISER OF PHYSICAL TRAINING.

During the year 1945, the struggle to maintain regular lessons
in Physical Education continued. Lack of indoor accorhmodation
for the winter months was a serious drawback to the steady progress
of the work in many schools, but there were times when more use
could have been made of the outdoor facilities available. If lessons
are adapted for the cold dry weather, children can derive much
benefit from lessons taken in the open air after sitting in an
atmosphere which normally results from crowded classrooms.
Where indoor accommodation was available good use was made
of it and the plimsolls provided by the Education Authority were
appreciated by teachers and children alike. When these rubber
soled shoes were worn more vigorous activities were taken without
undue risk of accidents, and throughout lessons stress was put upon
the correct use of the feet, with the object of helping the children
to grow up with well formed strong mobile feet. Footwork cannot
be too strongly emphasised, and it is impossible to give this training
unless the children wear soft slippers or work bare-footed.

The shortage of specialised teachers in the Secondary Schools
continued to hamper the development of more advanced work in
which the use of apparatus plays an integral part. This is stated
without in any way depreciating the efforts made by teachers who
have not had the necessary training ; their work has been invaluable,
and appreciated by everyone concerned.

The Education Authority's two fields at Leasowe Road and
Withens Lane were well used, and towards the end of the year the
hiring of a field in Moreton helped the games there considerably.
Schools began to return to their pre-war habit of playing inter-
school matches, and at the end of the winter season, the girls held
a very successful netball rally in which ten schools took part,
and a similar event closed the Rounders season.

Interest was maintained in Swimming, and the results at the
end of the season were very creditable.

Throughout the last months of the war, the shortage of
teachers began to be very acute, and the absence of men teachers
from the boys' schools naturally resulted in a decrease in the
physical activities in those schools, although a valiant effort was
made to keep things going. As the year 1945 drew to a close,
there was an indication that teachers would soon be returning from
the forces, and it was very heartening to welcome back Mr.
Patterson, Organiser of Physical Education, in December.
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TABLE 1II.

(B) Classification of the Nutrition of Children Inspected during
the year in the Routine Age Groups.

A B G D
Number of | (Excellent) (Normal) (Slightly | (Bad)
Children Subnormal)
Inspected
No. ‘ % | No. | o | No. | % | No. | %
2902 442 | 15.23 | 2190 | 75.47 | 265 | 9.13 5 | 0.17
{1 1795 203 |25.54| 519 (65281 73 /918 | - -

+ See Table I.-

(Routine Inspections in Secondary Schools,
1-1-45—31-3-45)

TABLE III.—-TREATMENT OF DEFECTS OF CHILDREN

DURING 1945,

Group .—TREATMENT OF MINOR AILMENTS.

(Excluding Uncleanliness, for which see Table V.)

| Number of Defects Treated.

Under
Dis=ase or Deiect. Local
Education | Otherwise Total
Authority’'s
Scheme
Skin— *
R:ngwarm—ﬁcalp 7 )| = 1
Dd}’ 15 - 15
Scabies £ 53 1 54
Impetigo ... 186 - 186
Other Skin Dlsea.'-'.es o5 103 3 106
Minor Eye Defeots (External &other)| 144 IS s T
Minor Ear Defects {Dturrhuua etc.) | 176 3 178
Miscellaneous e 1948 | 204 2152
Total 2631 | 211 | 2542

* No X Ray cases as shown in brackets.
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