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Public Health Department,
March, 1925.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
County Borough of Wallasey.

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to you my Seventeenth Annual Report
on the health of the Borough, in compliance with the duly statuiorily
Placed upon me.

As stated last year, the Ministry of Health now only reguire a full
report every fifth year, and considerably abridged reports for the
remaining four years. The present report, is therefore, an abridged
one, but in the next report it will be my duty fo review the public health
activities of the Borough for the five years.

Appended will be found my Annwal Report on the medical
inspection work carried oul in connection with the various schools.

Having regard fo the Registrar-General's estimale of 90,790
population, I have thought it well in calculating the rates for the Tables
in this report to use the same figure, 91,000, as that used in the preceding
two vyears. The Registrar-General's estimale is, in my opinion,
decidedly an under-estimate, being lower, as a matter of fact, than the
ascertatned population of 90,809 in the Census year, 1921 ; and lhis
notwithstanding the fact that every year since 1921 there has been a
large increase in the number of houses built.  Last year, for example,
there were 503 new houses erected, which is the grealest number since
1911. Moreover, the natural increase in the population conlinues
to be steady, the excess number of births over deaths in 1924 being
almost 400, whilst in the previous year if exceeded that figure.

There has been a slight fall in the birth-rate, namely, 15-5 as
against 157 in the previous year. The General death-rate shows a
s.-!ighﬂ increase, namely, 11 -1, compared with 10-3 in 1923. The
main causes of the increase in the latter rate are due to Cancer, the
number of deaths being 141 (compared with 109 in 1923), and Phthisis,






1,—GENERAL STATISTICS.

Area (acres), 3,408.

Population (1921 Census), 89,609 ; revised later to 90,809. Esti-
mated June, 1924, 91,000 (R.G.’S estimate, 90,790).

Number of inhabited houses (1924), 20,420,

Number of families or separate occupiers (1921 Census)—20,849.
Rateable value—£670,782.

Sum represented by penny rate—£2, 660,

Wallasey is eighth in order on the list of those large towns which
had an increase of more than 10 per cent. in population between
the 1911 and the 1921 Censunses, the percentage increase being 15-6.

2.--EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR.

Total. M. E.

Births (Legitimate) ... 1,361 678 633

(Illegitimate) ... 48 29 19
Totals ... 1409 707 702 Birth Rate - 155

Deaths—1,016. Death Rate—I11-1.
Number of women dying in, or in consequence of, childbirth—4, viz.:
From sepsis, —. From other causes, 4.

Legitimate —72 -q
Illegitimate—7 e
u o i o . per 1,000 births—56
Legitimate rate—52-9. Illegitimate Rate—145, each per 1,000
births.
Deaths from Measles (all ages)—S8.
Whooping Cough (all ages)—6.
% Diarrhcea (under two vears of age)—7.
The Diarrhcea deaths occurred as follows :(—
2 in First Quarter of year.
2 in Second Quarter of year.
1 in Third Quarter of year.
2 in Fourth Quarter of year.

Deaths of infants under one year of age...

N.B.—Two of the above were transferred to the Borough, the
children having died outside the district.
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4,—0OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM.

Cases notified (10 by doctors, 1 by m1dw1fe} 11

Treated at Home s G 1D
s Hospital {lranmere} sl
Vision Unimpaired ... e 11 |
.»» Impaired cie —
Total Blindness e —

Deaths ... R

5.—CAUSES OF SICKNESS.

There was no unusual sickness during the vear, infectious or
otherwise. There were eight deaths from Measles. There was no
Summer Diarrhcea. The incidence of Scarlet Fever was again
below normal, there being only 170 cases notified, an increase,
however, on last year's figure of 113.

6.—SUMMARY (FOR REFERENCE) OF NURSING ARRANGE-
MENTS, HOSPITALS AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS
AVAILAELE FOR THE DISTRICT.

PROFESSIONAL, NURsSING IN THE Home—There are two
Nursing Associations in the Borough which employ Nurses for
nursing in homes. These are :—

(1) The Seacombe, Egremont, New Brighton, and Liscard
District Nursing Association (3 Nurses).

(2) The Wallasey and Poulton Nursing Association (1 Nurse).

I have endeavoured to induce these Nursing Associations to
allow their nurses to nurse certain infectious cases at home, but
it would appear that there are certain old-fashioned regulations
which prevent a Queen’s Nurse from nursing an infectious case,
founded, I believe, on the supposition that she may carry infection
from an infectious case to other of her cases. I do not think there
is the slightest risk of this, and I have explained so fo the two
Committees ; but, while they would be willing, I understand they
are tied by the Central Regulations. I may add that the Corpora-
tion were willing to give a grant to these Associations to defray
the cost of their nursing infectious cases in the homes.

There are two trained nurses on my staff of Health Visitors,
and these would be available for nursing to some extent.  In the
event of a serious epidemic, it would be necessary to engage nurses
for this purpose.
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7.—MIDWIVES.

There are 38 Midwives practising in the district, 4 of whom
are untrained, but the bulk of the work is done by about half-a-
dozen. None are subsidised by the Local Authority, although
the Midwives have been informed that the Corporation will pay
their fees when attending necessitous cases in which there is no
Maternity Benefit and no available means of payment of their fees.

There were no prosecutions during the year against persons
for acting as Midwives without being registered as such.

8.—CLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES.
The following Clinics and Treatment Centres are provided by the

Corporation :—
1. Child Welfare Centre : Mainly consultative ; only the very
New Street. slightest treatment is given.
Arrangements have been made
whereby dental treatment is
given to selected cases of ex-
pectant and nursing mothers
requiring same. There are also
eight cots for infants under 1
vear.
2. Ante-Natal Clinic : Clinics are held every Monday
New Street Centre. afternoon, and Midwives are
encouraged to refer cases for
examination and report.
3. School Clinic : For minor ailments, with special
Church Street. Clinics for Eyes and Tonsils.
There is also a daily Dental
Clinic.
4. Orthopeedics Clinic : This Clinic was opened in Septem-
Church Street. ber (see S.M.0.’s Report at end)
5. Tuberculosis Clinic : Open every morning, except Wed-
Mill Lane Hospital. nesdays, and every Wednesday
evening.
6. Venereal Diseases Clinic ; Open every Wednesday 6-30 p.m.
Mill Lane Hospital. to 7-30 p.m. ; every Friday, 2-30

p.m. to 4-0 p.m. for Males ; every
Monday 5-0 p.m. to 6-30 p.m. ;
and every Wednesday at 2-30
p.m. for Females,

Patients unable to attend at these
times can make other arrange-
ments with the Doctor.

Cases may attend between 6 and
7 p.m. any week day for irriga-
tion purposes.

7. Day Nursery : A Day Nursery is provided for use
Marine Parade. during the Summer Season.
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9.—HOSPITALS PROVIDED OR SUBSIDISED BY THE LOCAL
AUTHORITY.

The following Hospitals are PROVIDED by the LOCAL
AUTHORITY within the District :

1. Mill Lane Hospital : For Infectious Diseases (other than
small pox).

2. Tul:{erculosis Sanatorium : One block, 22 beds, for advanced
Mill Lane Hospital. and observation cases.

3. Highfield Maternity Home : 10 Beds.
Mill Lane.

4. Leasowe Road Hospital : For Small-pox cases, 12 beds.

5. Child Welfare Centre: 8 beds available for infants suffering
New Street. from Malnutrition. Mothers are

required to visit their children
daily and receive practical in-
struction in all matters affecting
their children's welfare. Where
possible, a charge is also made
for the children’'s maintenance.

The following Hospitals and Institutions are SUBSIDISED by
the Local Authority either by way of : (A) An Annual Grant ; or ()
Payment for beds occupied by cases sent by this Authority :(—

1. Victoria Central Hospital:  £300 per annum grant.

Wallasey.
2. Wallasey Cottage Hospital : £180 per annum grant.
3. Convalescent Home for Three beds for Convalescent Chil-
Children : West Kirby. dren (girls between 3 and 15, and
bovs between 3 and 11 vears),
£40 per annum per bed.
4. Roval Liverpool Country 2 beds for Children suffering from
Hospital : Heswall. Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.
£91 per bed per annum.
5. Leasowe Hospital for 6 beds for Children suffering from
Children : Leasowe. Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.
40/- per bed per week.
Arrangements have also been made
for beds as required for Ortho-
peedics cases.
6. St. Paul's Eye and Ear Arrangements are made whereby
Hospital : Liverpool. cases may be referred from Wal-

lasey for treatment either as
in-patients or out-patients, this
Authority contributing approxi-
mately one-half the cost.
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7. Tranmere Union Infirmary : Wallasey is a part of the Birken-
Birkenhead. head Poor Law Union, and
cases are admitted from this

Borough as necessity requires.

8. Cheshire Joint The new Sanatorium for the joint
Sanatorium : use of the County and County
near Market Drayton. Boroughs of Birkenhead, Wal-

lasey, Stockport, and Chester
was officially opened in Septem-
ber, 1923. 16 beds are allotted
for Wallasey cases, but so far
only 11 have been used. The
cost per bed per week is 63/-.

10,—INSTITUTIONAL PROVISION FOR UNMARRIED
MOTHERS.

ILLEGITIMATE INFANTS AND HOMELESS CHILDREN
WITHIN AND WITHOUT THE DISTRICT.

1. St. Faith's Home : Palm A Grant of £50 per annum is made
Grove, Birkenhead. towards this Home, which re-
ceives young Unmarried Mothers

from this Borough.

2. Birkenhead Union : Unmarried Mothers are also re-
ceived at the Tranmere Union
Infirmary, Birkenhead.

3. Birkenhead Union : The Guardians look after the first
illegitimate children of mothers.
These children are looked after
in an Institution in Bebington,
the mothers contributing what
they can from their earnings

sutside.
4. Birkenhead Union : The Guardians have two houses
Wallasey Scattered situate in Mill Lane, Wallasey,
Homes. for the reception of 24 destitute

and orphan infants, They have
also a large house situate in
Albion Street, New Brighton,
where they have accommodation
for 24 children under the age of

d years.
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11,—AMBULANCE FACILITIES.

(a) For Infectious Cases : (1) A Buick Motor Ambulance
(loaned by the British Red Cross
Society), (2) A Ford Delivery
Van for infected clothing.

(B) For Non-Infectious and Two Motor Ambulances for Non-
Accident Cases. Infectious and Accident cases
are available for public use.
These are under the control of

the Watch Committee,

DISINFECTION.

There are two Washington-Lyons Disinfectors at Mill Lane
Infectious Diseases Hospital, and for disinfestation. Suitable
arrangements are also available at Mill Lane Hospital.

LABORATORY WORK.

The arrangements for the carrying out of chemical and bacterio-
logical work in the Borough are :—

l.—simple throat swabs in connection with Diphtheria cases, and
specimens of sputum in connection with Phthisis cases, and
various discharges in connection with Venereal Disease, are
examined in the Laboratory at Mill Lane Hospital. 257 swabs
(23 + and 134 negative) and 423 sputum specimens (97 + and
326 negative) also 96 specimens (97 + and 326 negative) for
(Vincent's Angina), and 3 urines (2 4+ and 1 negative) for
Bacillus Coli, were examined during the vear. Of the 257
swabs examined 116 were sent by local doctors (14 - 102
negative) 41 were from cases in our own Hospital (9 - 32
negative). Of the 423 sputum specimens examined 223 were
sent in by local doctors (474 and 138 negative), 15 were from
our own Sanatorium (8 4 7 negative), and T.B. Dispensary
185 (47 + and 138 negative). 91 slides also were examined for
Gonococei (34 + and 37 negative). 14 of these were sent in by
local doctors (11 - and 3 negative) and 4 (2 4 and 2 negative)
from the Ante Natal Clinic.

2.—Samples of milk taken for purposes of bacteriological examina-
tion are forwarded to ILiverpool University. FEighteen were
taken during the year, two of which were found to be tubercular.
In these cases the milk came from farms in North Wales, and
the Medical Officers of Health of both districts were promptly
communicated with.

3.—Arrangements have also been made whereby blood specimens
in connection with cases of Venereal Disease are also sent
to Liverpool University for examination. (See " Venereal
Diseases.”)



13

4 —The Borough Analyst examines all samples taken under the
Food and Drugs Acts. Particulars with regard to the adminis-
tration of those Acts will be found under the heading “ Food
and Drugs Acts,” together with the Analyst’s report thereon.

PNEUMONIA,

The notifications numbered 76 (compared with 100 in the
previous vear), of which 16 proved fatal, 12 of which occured in
Hospitals within or without the Borough. Visits of enquiry were
paid to a large number of the cases, special regard being had to
the arrangements for the nursing of the patients. Generally
speaking these were reported to be satisfactory, only a very few
being described as * fair”’ or * not satisfactory.”

DIPHTHERIA ANTI-TOXIN.

Seventeen applications for Diphtheria anti-toxin were received
during the vear, and 352,000 units issued.

TUBERCULOSIS.

The work in connection with Tuberculosis is carried out by
Dr. F. C. Morgan, who is responsible for the details set out below,
and the comments are mainly the result of his observation. The
figures show a considerable increase on those of the previous year.

1923 1924

No. of Persons attending the Dispensary ... 540 746
= ,, diagnosed Tuberculous suuc o TR SR

k oy I Non-Tuberculous... 59 148

5 - o under observation } 303 5l

»» Malnutritions (pre-tubercular) ... ... 171

The number of Observation cases is due to the difficulty in
diagnosis ; the 171 cases were children under-nourished and in
poor health but with no definite evidence of tuberculosis.

1923 1924

Number of new cases ... ... . ..o e 272 407

Including children ... ... ... ... 125 245
Number of cases referred by General Practi-

tioners 105 141

1 T e i o R A Nt e e 128 217

It is satisfactory to note the increased number of cases referred
by General Practitioners to the Dispensary.
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CONTACTS.
217 Contacts (33 adults, 184 children) were examined.

Apurrs—
4 adults were definitely Pulmonary Tuberculous 12-19
20 ,, no evidence of Tuberculosis ... ... ... 60-6%
9 ., undet observation ... ... o e ese 208
CHILDREN—

17 children were suffering from Pulmonary
Tuberculosis 9 -29%,

10 i #s i l']-Ihq--l:'rh G]ﬂ“ds b “I:'E'.-"rﬂ 16 -89/
4 I T #3 B i Hl‘fgic‘ﬂl iQ
Tuberculosis 229
80 o - MASEE R Sl S R, ... s D
a6 . No evidence of any disease - | [ S
17 .» under observation P Nl e el |

This examination of Contacts is the most important work of the
Dispensary. The numbers have increased about 609,. There is a
large number of mal-nourished children, the figure with those
definitely tubercular and those under observation (suspicion)
equalling 69 -6%,, which is about the same percentage as last year.
The rounding-up of Contacts has been very ably done by the Tuber-
culosis Nurse and Health Visitor (Miss Glassey).

The type of case sent to the Dispensary still continues to be of
the advanced variety, very few really being Sanatorium cases in the
true sense of the word. Eleven of these who attended the Dispen-
sary (739,) died within three months of first attendance, and the
others within six months.

2 died within 2 weeks of first attendance.

I' L} 3 n iy »n
1 = a month A >
1 e 2 months ,, 21
'3 ¥ ::—l pi re L1
1 LR 4 e r Fr
1 rE 5 1] i L)
l e {i mn iy L]
11

All these cases had long histories, with little or no medical
attention. This fact makes the tuberculosis problem one of great
difhculty.
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SPUTUM,

423 specimens were examined: 97 contained Tubercule
Bacilli, 326 not found.

223 specimens were sent by General Practitioners ; 42 contained
Tubercule Bacilli, 181 not found. The increase in the number of
specimens sent by Practitioners is very satisfactory.

A large number of specimens were of naso-pharyngeal secretion
and so were useless for examination.

X-RAY EXAMINATION,

Arrangements were made with the Victoria Central Hospital
E‘ﬂll'l]..-' in 1924 for the X-ray examination of cases seen at Mill Lane
Dispensary. The number thus examined to December 31st was 14.

OCCUPATION OF NOTIFIED CASES.

Housewives ... i v &2 Stenographer ... i el sl
sSchool ... o s e DG Paint Merchant it e 1
Nil R | Electrician I |
Clerks ... SHEE b Superintendent, Trade Union 1
Salesmen P ) [nspector, Tobacco Factory ... 1
Domestics e ik Joiner . SR |
Discharged Soldiers ... el Paper Merchant 1
Charwomen ... A | Lead Light Worker ... L |
Labourers e BT Stone Mason ... oy Ay il
Commercial Travellers e ] Musician 1
Stewards e O Waiter ... o 1
Mariners s Ao ke 21 Groundsman ... Ao S |
Errand Boys and Girl... S Tramways Fan ik
Training School, Navy League 2 Ferries ... .
Millworkers ... o et Bricklayer . 1
Railway Employés 2 Theatrical Manager ... |
Barmen 2 Carter ... T |
Children’s Nurses 2 Gardener e el
Laundress o 1 Cattle Loader ... 1
Coal Carter 1 Telegraphist 1
Ship's Cook 1 Storekeeper ... |
Off Licensee 1 Checker, Docks 1
Journalist 1 Window Cleaner 1
Insurance Agent e ] Printer ... 1
Manager, Insurance Office 1 Ex-R.N. Artifice 1
Left District ... e ]
Died ... S ]

SANATORIA.
There are 22 beds at Mill Lane Sanatorium chiefly for early
and observation cases, a few being reserved for advanced cases.
The type of case presenting itself for treatment is still one of

advanced disease, and sanatorium treatment is really only a
“ patching-up.” The true sanatorium case is rarely seen in adults.
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Wotking comstanthy: ..o o e eis ciesl e D (60%,)
Pnableto worle ... ... ... o e e e 0 (ERRER)
Tett:dishiiehess Blsera sl ol w S\ A TcL2 (13 -39;)

At first sight this would seem to be an exceedingly good percen-
tage for work, but it ought to be remembered that the cases are
carefully selected before being sent: also that the numbers are small.

TREATMENT FOR PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS.

Rest, combined with graduated exercises for afebrile cases.
Rest for febrile cases.

It is little short of marvellous how quickly the majority of
cases improve with rest, some gaining weight to the extent of
I4lbs. It is, therefore, very tempting for anvone attempting
various medical remedies to ascribe the above results to their new
discoveries. Surgical measures have been proved to produce very
satisfactory results in suitable cases. The chief of these is artificial
Pneumo-thorax treatment ; this I hope to use during the coming
year,

AFTER-CARE.

There is no After-care Committee in Wallasey. The advis-
ability of establishing one, and the advantages to be derived
therefrom are very doubtful. -

HOUSING.

This problem is one of great importance in the campaign
against tuberculosis.

Sleeping 168 houses visited. 75 tuberculous
Accommodation. patients sleep alone and have separate
rooms (44 -649)); 15 sleep alone in
separate beds (8-949,); 66 occupy
a bed with two or more persons
(39 -289.). 12 occupy beds in which
there is a child (7 -149;). These figures
reveal the startling fact (and it is no
less than startling), that 55-369%, of
those suffering from Pulmonary Tuber-
culosis in Wallasey occupy the same
room during sleep with other persons,
many of whom are children. It is
obvious that the chance of spreading
infection to children is very great.

The Tuberculosis Officer is frequently asked to see patients in
consultation with local doctors. There were 55 such requests
during 1924, an increase of 8 as compared with the previous vear.
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ATTENDANCES AT DISPENSARY.

T R L e L L T e . b
O ] SN S B IR DS L el G TR
Children i st ot S L s SR W R L)

Tﬂtal EE LR 3 LR EEE L) LE L.} 3’2‘:’4

The attendances of children were for observation purposes, the
great proportion of whom were mal-nourished.

The Dispensary Nurse and Tuberculosis Health Visitor (Miss
Glassey) has done a very large amount of very satisfactory work.

Visitation.—First visits for Pulmonary T.B. ... 137
Re-visits do. e e BDD

First visits for Non-pulmonary 49

Re-visits do. gt L L]

A ke S L e e e [ | )

FILING SysTEM.—The whole of the Dispensary documents
have been reviewed and a new system of
filing was instituted during the year, entailing
considerably extra work—very much more
than can be shown on paper.

NON-RESPIRATORY TUBERCULOSIS.

51 cases (27 males, 24 females) of Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis
were notified during the vear, as compared with 31 (22 males, 9
female) in 1923. The increase is due to glandular (neck and
abdomen) cases, of which there were 36 as against 11 in 1923,

SITES OF DISEASE.

Males. Females. Totals,

Glands—MNeck ... ... ... 11 ... 11 02
»  Abdomen Tl 7 5 14
Kidney ... ... ... — 1 1
Bladaer. gio T G nn 1 e — : 1
Eye AR i) it — 1 : 1
Testicle ... Gt o 1 — o 1
Peritonenm ... ... 1 1 2
Hip Joint ... .. 1 — 1
Spme L L G - ; 1 v |
Elbow ... ... 1 p - i 1
Faoot 1 : 1 e 2
Ribs 2 v — PR 2
Iliae Crest = : 1 A 1
Meningitis 1 - 1
27 24 51

9 cases admitted to Leasowe Hospital
- S “: .» Heswall Hospital
15, 0 w West Kirby Convalescent Home
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MALNUTRITION,

Extra milk is being supplied by the Children’s Voluntary Aid
Association, of which Miss Rudkin is in charge. Much valuable
work is being done. The number of children treated in 1924 was 77.

ORTHOPAEDICS SCHEME,

The Orthopeaedics Clinic, which was opened in September,
1924, has proved very successful. Particulars with regard to its
working since its inception will be found in the School Medical
Inspection Report appended to this Report. I hope the result
of the establishment of this Clinic will be that, in a very few
vears, the amount of crippling amongst Wallasey children will be
reduced to the vanishing point.

The genesis of the scheme is as follows :—

For several vears the Wallasey Corporation have had allocated
to them, eight beds at Leasowe Hospital for Crippled Children. In
the following up of the cases which had been treated there it was
found that in some instances there had been recurrence of the disease;
in others the splints and appliances which formerly fitted ceased to
be of any use owing to the growth of the child, and were not replaced,
etc., etc.; so that the money spent on account of the child for
hospital treatment was largely wasted. Some three vears ago
arrangements were made for the Surgeon at Leasowe Hospital (which
Hospital happens to be just on the borders of the Borough), to visit
a Clinic once in three months, when all the Wallasey cases treated
at Leasowe were marshalled before him and an attempt was made to
remedy defects in appliances through a philanthropic association.
This scheme was found to meet the necessities of the situation in
part only. A scheme was therefore prepared, which has received
the sanction of the Board of Education, for the treatment of all
crippling diseases. Very shortly, it is as follows (—

The Health Visitors have instructions to refer to the Clinic
all cases found in their districts likely to result in deformities,
however slight, e.g., Rickets, Infantile Paralysis, etc. All the
members of the medical profession of the town have been notified
of the Clinic and asked to make use of it. The sessions of the
Clinic are held once a month. The Orthopedics Surgeon is the
Chief Medical Officer of Leasowe Hospital. With him are associated
a nurse skilled in Orthopedic work, application of splints and
appliances of various kinds, and a Masseuse skilled in electrical
treatments. There have been provided all the necessary appliances
for remedial exercises and electrical equipment. The Orthopeedics
Surgeon and his nurse take entire charge of the treatment and
following up of all the cases referred to the Clinic. The cases come
to the Clinic as often as is thought necessary and are visited at their
homes by the Orthopedic Nurse. Should any case require a small
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operation, e.g., Tenotomy, arrangements are made by which they
can be admitted to Leasowe Hospital for short periods. Of course,
cases of Tuberculosis of Joints come within our Tuberculosis
scheme. Only those cases of Joint Tuberculosis which have been
treated in Leasowe Children's Hospital are kept under observation
at the Orthopaedics Clinic.

VENEREAL DISEASES.
Clinics are held at Mill Lane Dispensary.

Males : Wednesday evenings, 6-30 to 7-30.
Friday afternoon, 2-30 to 4.
Every evening 6 to 7 for special treatment (irriga-
tion).

Females : Mondays, 5 to 6-30 p.m.

99 new patients (compared with 90 in 1923) attended during
1924 ; 28 of these were found to be non-Venereal, Of the 71 genuine
cases 61 were Males and 10 Females. 21 were due to Syphilis and
30 to Gonorrheea. The number of attendances was 2,623, viz. :—
Males, 2,308 ; Females, 315. Both Female and Male patients have
continued to attend fairly regularly.

The number of attendances for irrigation purposes was 1,887.
74 blood specimens were sent for Wasserman test.

The Gonorrhoea specimens are now all examined in our own
Laboratory at Mill Lane Hospital, thus saving a considerable cost.
91 specimens were examined for Gonococei.

No action was necessary under the Venereal Diseases Act, 1917,
during the year.

Notices are being displayed in the various public lavatories and
urinals, urging the importance of early treatment and pointing
out how free treatment can be obtained.

ADOPTIVE ACTS, &ec.

A list of Acts, Orders, and Regulations under which the Depart-
ment works was given in the Report for 1919 (see page 96). To
this must be added the Wallasey Corporation Act, 1920.

SANITARY ADMINISTRATION.
CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.

Practically every house in the Borough is provided with water-
closet accommodation. In the outlying portions of the town,
however, there are 13 cesspools, and these are emptied fortnightly,
There is also 1 privy midden similarly situated, which is emptied
fortnightly. There are 84 pails used as closets attached to summer
camps, and these are emptied twice weekly from May to September,
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SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE DISTRICT.
WORK OF THE SANITARY INSPECTORS.

NUISANCES.

Number of houses visited T 3,444
T apartments visited wne 13 00T
i houses found in a dirty condition e 20
- apartments e e S s 51
" i overcrowded ext‘esswely
s houses with defective, insufficient or choked drains . dﬁ-i
o " with defective sash cords, windows, &c. 125
i i without supply of water for drinking, domestic

or sanitary purposes 4
= = with defective boilers, flues, &c. T3

with defective or insnfficient W.C. hsl_qm-; ﬂm‘.hmg
Li%tems. putty joints, traps, wastepipes,

soilpipes and/or channellings ... B3l
= with defective yard or passage surfaces 211
= with defective floors EFE i HE
o with insufficient ventilation 4
e vacant or insecure against misuse h}r g&ner&l
public e e e b —
] with damp or defective walla 198
5 with defective roofs, gutters and dnxvnsgmuts 529
o without proper and sufficient nﬁhplt& or ashbins 602
o with dirty yard surfaces 21
5 with offensive accumulations teqmrmg ‘removal 30
o with defective fire grates, chimneys, &c. 7l
P with defective doors and fastenings ... of
b with defective W.C. almrtments {(W.C. {It:u.‘n's
floors, walls, &c.) .. Rlie T 213
with other defects . 70
interviews and appointments re work in hand 57h
re-visits to houses (no access, &c.) 122
supervisional visits % 438
offensgive ditches and punrls req-.u:mg, c]eanbm[, —
inspections of cesspools ... asn . 32
matters referred to other dep‘t:rtments i 213
matters referred from other departmcﬂt& Lhms ctf_"_l 433
information laid in respect of nuisances . 4
convictions obtained i -
cases withdrawn on llﬂ.}'lllﬂllt of L'Osts ras 3

pending demolition order ... —

Amount of fines and costs iad 3 10/6

SMOKE NUISANCES.
STEPS T0 PREVENT SMOEE NUISANCES.

MNumber of observations made . 70
2 Notices served in rﬁpuet of black smoke {verbal} 3

" Informations laid in default of compliance with Notice —-
Convictions ... T L y e

Amr:-uut of fines and costs fut —

BYE-LAWS WITH RESPECT TO NUISANCES.

Number of inspections of stable yards o s 883
41 re-inspections T4
o Notices served to l.-mgl;}r mmulm I.ntﬁ i 53
o Informations laid in defanlt of compliance w i1'.1| n-:-tlce —
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FACTORIES,
For the most part‘the law relating to Factories is administered

by the Home Office.

159 visits were, however, made to factories, these being chiefly

in reference to sanitary accommodation.
The number of Factories on the Register is as follows :(—

TRADE. Number on Number of
Register. Visits,
Bakers ... : 11 G
Confectioners . i £ 3
Boot Makers and Repmrcrs . 19
Laundries Ei% S i 17
Wheelwrights und bnutim e
Joiners ... e re o
Coffin Makers e i
Motor Engineers ... s e o
Stonemasons A 5 i
Printers ... i |
Artificial Manure Mnkers o ]
Fountain Pep Makers ...

Boat Builders i i
Firelighter Manufacturers

Timber Merchants 3
Flour Millers o Y
Spring Makers ...

Provender Dealers

Brick Makers A
Brewers ... e e
Engineers - o - E X
Concrete "'-I:.lkers
(il Storages i oy
Creosoting Wf:-ri:s
Ore Merchants ... s
Treacle Works ... i

Leather Belting "I-{mulfm.turers
Destructor Works
Tramway Depot and I*.im.trmt} Worh*;

(yas and Water Works ... b Py
Smokeless Fuel Works ...
Insulating Works

Cereal Mills Pu e e
Builders' Merchants e i

Iee Maker i
Lock l{auufattun.r inn
Biscuit i e S
Fruit Merchant ... g e
Mineral Water M:uml.imm.r
Varnish Makers ... e & P
Chain Maker S
Corn Warehouses : e e
Waterproof Manuf acturers :

Metal Stamp, etc., Makers

Plaster ]n[su.tmlectl.trcrs o
Pipe Cleaner Manufacturers :
Tie Makers and Knitters
Leather Diressers =5 s
Brass Founders ...
Tool Manufacturers

‘l“.ﬂtalg e aEE aEE

" % & 8 ® w B % & 8
B we e w o m wilm omme e
&

¥ ® & B ¥ &
Fwm o woom omom
&

L]
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| n—u—u—-mn—u—u—u—-l n-ml |—|-| i-h-u—l h—l;h-l—b:n—l—l M[ (=Rt L Rl R U

—_—
e
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All the Workshops and Workplaces on the Register were
regularly inspected, with the result as shown in the Summary

which follows.

WORKSHOPS,
The number of Workshops on the Register approximately is
as Ec:llows —
Approximate |
Number on | Number of | Number of
TRADE. Register. Persons |  Visits.
Emplu}re-:l. |
Bakers 52 08 | 116
Confectioners 57 122 | 161
Laundries li 34 26
Tailors .. L 21 4 | 11
Dressmakers and Milliners e 51 118 | 66
Bootmakers and Repairers ) 7 101 ! 15
Cabinet Makers and Upholsterers 21 44 ' 10
Watchmakers and Repairers . 5 12 ! =
Tinsmiths & Sheet Metal Workers 4 7 e
Saddlers and Leather Workers ... 2 3 .-
Leadlight Manufacturers 2 i =
Picture Framers ... 2 3 =
Printers .. 3 5 —
I‘hutugrapl:erq | 1 | 8 —
Coffin Makers ot - 2 - 4 —
Tile Manufacturers : — — -
Chocolate Makers 3 3 ' -—
Rabbit Skin Driers ) o : —
Coach Builders = 1 2 —
Gut Scrapers 1 14 —
Motor Repairers ... ...... 4 10 2
Boat Builders 1 3 =
Cyele Repairers 1 2 —_
Electric Toy Manufacturers 1 ) —
Firelighter Manufacturers 1 2 —
Blacksmiths 55 i 2 T —
[ee Cream Makers 1 2 i
Wireleas Outfitters 1 4 3
Scale Repairers 1 2 1
Totals ... e 314 TG 417
WORKPLACES.
The number of Workplaces on the Register approximately is
as follows :—
Approximate|
Number on | Number of | Number of
TRADE. Register, Persons Visits.
Employed.

Cyele Builders and Repairers L] 16 1
Wheelwrights and Smiths Loy 15 2
Joiners ... 14 30 2
Wringing Hm.hine Rupm.rerq — — —
Motor Engineers and Repairers 13 32 3
Stonemasons o i 2 4 ‘s
Stevedores fegt iis il - = i
Coopers ... | - — —
Bottle Washers ... 1 4 —
Shippers i 350 ]
anl:h Builders - — —
Copper Ore Works = — v —
Totals 54 454 13
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INSPECTION OF PLACES WHERE FOOD IS PREPARED.

All places where food for human consumption is prepared (of
which there are 60 on our Register) have been regularly inspected
during the vear. Some of the places are visited each day : others
not less than once a week, and strict attention to cleanly con-
ditions is insisted upon,

BAKEHOUSES.

At the end of the year there were 123 Bakehouses in occupation,
many of which are only used occasionally.

The number of underground Bakehouses is gradually decreasing.
There are now only 6 on the Register, and most of these are used
in the summer only for seasonal trade at New Brighton. It is
not necessary for me to reiterate year by vear the objections to
underground Bakehouses. FEvery opportunity has been, and
will be taken, to close them, and on no account, after being tem-
porarily closed, will they be allowed to be re-opened.

The following is a summary of the work of inspection during
the year in connection with Bakehouses :—

BAKEHOUSES AND CONFECTIONERY BAKEHOUSES.

Number on Register :—

Bakehouses ... ... B3
Confectionery Bakehouses ... s )
Number of visits made ... . 200
= re-visits . 40
» found dirty (walls and ceilings) s 18
.  of notices issued for limewashing bre, 14
& bakehouses limewashed without notice ... g
= notices issued for defective drainage et 10
. 2 . to cleanse floors, utensils, ete.
i o .  for various defects ... ST |

2 references to Factory Inspector iy —
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ADMINISTRATION OF DAIRIES, COWSHEDS AND MILKSHOPS
ORDERS OF 1885 AND 1889,

The number of Cowkeepers on the Register at December }1st
was 3, and the number of Cows 20, 181 visits were paid during
the wyear.

The following is a summary showing the work of inspection
during the year in connection with :—

DarriEs, COWSHEDS AND MILKSHOPS.

Number of Milkshops on Register L1
5 wholesale producers of milk who dm not %&:1] milk
retail 1
5 shippons with Mllksmreﬁ 1tta¢hed e
5 inspections made ... 440
= notices served for defects 7 6
e notices served re utensils and cm'enng ui milk
vessels ... : R
& notices served req:.urmg the femoval of manure .
i notices served requiring liming or LlEEl]]blIl;._ 3
-2 notices complied with 9
- visits to unregistered premises helllng lmlL v
Be licensed sellers of certified milk sl i)

MEAT INSPECTION,

All Butchers' Shops in the Borough are regularly visited by
the Meat Inspector, as are also the Wallasey and Alfred Lairages,
in which the bulk of the meat sold in the district is killed.

SLAUGHTER-HOUSE INSPECTION.

In Dec.
1924,
Registered Sas 3
Licensed 1
Total ... 4

There is no Public Abattoir.

There are no special inspection arrangements as to time of
slaughter, but the Meat Inspector examines the carcases of all
the animals after slaughter, and the local butchers are in the habit
of ringing up to request a visit from that Officer when they
discover any sign of disease during the slaughtering of the animal.
I think it may be said that no carcase leaves any of the slaughter-
houses or lairages in the Borough without an inspection of the
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Prosecutions were not instituted in regard to :—

2 samples of Lard, 1 sample of Coffee, and 1 sample of Cream
of Tartar, the adulteration being so slight. The sellers were,
however, cautioned.

The two samples of Cream Cheese were test samples.
The adulteration of all samples submitted for analysis was
5-5%,.
BOROUGH ANALYS1'S REPORT.

The Borough Analyst reports :—
“ During the past year I received the following samples for

analysis :
Under the Sale of Food and Drugs Act . 219
Under the Public Health (Regulations as to Food)
Act, 1907 ... i 26
Tofar o, ive L B4D

Particulars of these samples, together with the number of adulleraled
samples, are shown in the following table :—

: Per cent.
Total. Adulterated. Adulterated.
Milk 171 12 7.0
Butter 32 — e
Lard 21 2 05
Coffee 27 1 SRS
Pepper ... 7 — -
C.J't.:fsa 21 2 9-5
Drugs 3 1 333
Miscellaneous Samples ... 14 — —
Spirits 7 —- -
Cocoa 5] —- -
Confectionery and fam ... (0] — —_
Tea o — —
Total ... 319 18 50
— o — R

It is with great pleasure I have lo report a considerable reduction
in the percentage of adulteration during the year. This is entirely due
lo the reasonable administrative action, which is taken in every case
and which inevitably has the effect of reducing the adulteration.

The 26 samples under The Public Health (Regulations as to Food)
Act, 1907, were 21 samples of Preserved Cream, 3 samples of Con-
densed Milk and 2 samples of Dried Milk ; 2 of the samples of Pre-
served Cream failed to comply with the requirements of The Public




39

Health (Milk and Cream) Regulations, 1912, Amendment Order 1917,
in that they both contained a slight excess of Boric Acid preservative
above the maximum allowable amount.

The samples of Condensed Milk complied with the requirements
of The Pubhc Health (Condensed Milk) Regulations, 1923, and the
samples of Dried Milk complied with the requirements of The Public
Health (Dried Milk) Regulations, 1923,

(Signed) T. R. HODGSON,
M.A. (Cantab and Dublin), F.I1.C., F.C.5.,
Borough Analyst.

MILK AND CREAM REGULATIONS.
1.—MirLk AND CREAM NOT SOLD AS PRESERVED CREAM.

(@) b
Number of Samples | Number in which Pre-
examined for the | servative was reported
presence of a preserva- | to be present, and per-

tive. centage of preservative
found in each Sample.

Milk ... 170 1
Cream ... — —

Nature of preservative in each case in Column (b) and action taken
under the Regulations in regard to it.—21 grains per gallon
Boric Acid. Fined £2 and Costs £2 17s. 0d.

2.—CREAM SOLD AS PRESERVED CREAM.

(a) Instances in which samples have been submitted for analysis
to ascertain if the statements on the label as to preservatives
were correct :—

(i} Correct statements made 19
(ii) Statements incorrect 2
Total 21

(i1i) Percentage of preservative found in each sample :—
031 032 037 022 024 021 0-27
028 042 043 024 027 032 022
034 033 033 023 032 028 025
Percentage stated on Statutory label—0 -409.
(b) Determinations made of milk fat in cream sold as preserved
cream :—
(i) Above 359 21
(ii) Below 359, —

Total ... 21
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(c) Instances where (apart from analysis) the requirements as
to labelling a declaration of preserved cream in Article V. (1)
and the proviso in Article V. (2) of the Regulations have
not been observed :—

Article V. (1) ... e Nl
Article V. (2) sas: ML

(d) Particulars of each in which the Regulations have not been
complied with, and action taken:—Two samples of Pre-
served Cream reported to contain 0-02%, and 0039, excess
Borie Acid.—Cautioned.

3.—THICKENING SUBSTANCES,
Any evidence of their addition to cream or to preserved cream :
None.
4.—OTHER OBSERVATIONS (IF ANY).
None.

FOOD POISONING.

Enquiries were made in reference to suspected Food
Poisoning in connection with the Mayoral Banquet in November.
The outstanding facts appeared to be the following :—

Of the 152 people who replied to my queries, 126 in all ate
Oysters, and 80 (63%,) were ill, the remainder (379,) not being
affected. 26 people did nof take Oysters and were nof ill.

The results are fairly conclusive that the Ovysters, which
were Portuguese but taken from beds in Carlingford Lough, were
the cause of the indisposition in each case. The illnesses were
for the most part slight, only 13 being treated by doctors

The caterer informed me that, within the previous six or
eight weeks, he had contracted for a large number of dinners, and
to his knowledge in two only had there followed any illness,
and in each of these dinners, Oysters formed part of the menu.
I have had an opportunity of going into some detail with reference
to one of these dinners, namely, the Masonic Banquet held on
October 14th, where out of 120 people present 61 were known to
be ill, but systematic enquiries were not made. Of these 61,
however, 30 did not take Oysters, so it would seem that, in that
dinner, at which the Oysters were blamed, there may have been
two causes.

Enquiries were made in Liverpool relating to the Oysters,
and I am informed that they were obtained through a firm in that
city. Samples of the Oysters were examined by Professor Beattie,
but so far there does nor seem to have been any serious contamina-
tion brought to light.
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STAFF OF THE
PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.

T. W. NAVLOR BARLOW, O.B.E., M.R.CS. (Eng), L.R.C.P. (Lond.),
D.P.H. (Camb.), F.R.S. (Edin.) ; of Lincoln’s Inn, Barrister-at-Law,

Medical Officer of Health, Administrative Tubercwlosis Officer,
and School Medical Officer.t
W. WRIGLEY STACEY, M.B., ¢h. B, D.F.H,,
Assistant Medical Officer of Health, Assistant Child Welfare Medical Officer,
and Assistant School Medical Officer.}
FRANK CYRIL MORGAN, M.RCS, L.RCP, D.P.H.,
Assistant Medical Officer of Health and Tuberculosis Officer.

**THOMAS NICHOLSON CLEATOR,
Chief Sanilary I'mspeclor.t
**ALBERT HENRY OBEMESHER,
*=*HIRAM THOMAS IRVING,
Assistanl Sanitary Inspeclors.
*MISS ISABELLA BIRRELL,t

*MISS ALICE BARWISE,?
*MIS5 RUTH M. QUINTON,t

Lady Health Inspectors.
CHARLES HORSFALL SCOTT,
Meat Inspecior and I'mspector wunder the Contagions Diseases (Animals) Acts
MIS5 B. HANSEN (C.M.B.) (Certif.),
Child Welfare Nurse and V.D. Nurse (Trained Nurse).t
MISS ANNIE LEE GLASSEY (CM.B. and Health Visitor's Certificaies),t
Tuberculosis Nurse.

T. E. HODGSOHN, M.A.,
Public Analys! (Part-time Officer).
JAMES TUDOR,
G. W. BURFORD,
Weights and Measures and Food and Drugs I'nspectors.

JOHN McNALLY,
Administrative Assislant.
*FRANK ALDRED,

NORMAN SQUIRE,
MISS D. WITTER,
Clerks.

t*Holds a Sanitary Inspector’s Certificate,
**Holds a Meat Inspector’s Certificate,

Nole —Those to whose salary contribution is made under the Public Health
Acts or by Exchequer Grants, are markedf.
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HOUSING,

GeneraL Housing CONDITIONS.

Number of Houses.—According to information supplied by the
Borough Treasurer from his rate books, the number of houses
in the Borough at the end of 1924 was 20,420, an increase of 579
as compared with 1923, This figure includes, of course, a certain
number of flats which have been formed in recent years from existing
houses. The number of new houses certified during the vear was
503 (including 201 State assisted), as will be seen from the following
Table, supplied by the Borough Engineer and Surveyor :—

NuMBER oF NEw HouseEs CERTIFIED DURING THE YEAR 1924,

. . P : 2| & & 7 i o
-1 (B | ) B =] e o (O O I = e - e
weesny 25| 82|21 SE|92(55(52 55| B S| 2| 2| E| & 2
RENTALS. i T R § A B 28l s | 3|2 | Bl 5| 2|2
,;.%3 Aﬁ =45 a?E g | o a2 .= ﬁ s | B =il B

= = = =) é = o o =
b bt A0 =, | = = —=jli= ] ] S [ ey [
e Bl b DA | — | = | | | — ] — | | ] " —
Oa, and over | 53 | 13 bt | 11— — ]| — | — 1131 81*221 |1 65 | 31 | 16 | 503

*0Of the 81 honses certified in Poulton, 64 were State as=isted (29 built by private
enterprise and 35 by the Local Authority). 113 of the 221 hoouses certified in
Marlowe Ward were alzo Stato assisted l_lm.llt. |.'I-:F Iri'mtu enterprise) as were 7
houses in North Liscard, and 14 in Wallasey War

NuMsiR oF Houses ¥ Course or ERECTION, lst Janvary, 1925,

=E

*Of the 67 houses in course of erection in Poulton 60 are being built by the Loeal
Authority.

20

25

313

e e _— ] — e

Sa. to Te, Gad.
75, Gd. to 9=,
s, and over

20

15| 8| — 1 123 15

P

Housgs CERTIFIED FOR HABITATION SINCE 1911,

The following Table shows the number of new houses certified
for habitation since 1911 :—

1911 o 60O 1918 3
1912 aen LT 1919 3
1913 PR 1920 T4
1914 .. 424 1921 e 243
1915 . 254 1922 S i 1
1916 76 1923 en 208

1917 12 1924 weni - 100B
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IxnapITED HOUSES.

The following Table shows the number of INHABITED HOUSES
in the Borough at the end of each year since 1911 (from figures
supplied by the Borough Treasurer) :—

Increase on Increase on
Year. Totals., previous vear  Year, Totals. previous year.
1911 16,957 715 1918 19,246 60
1912 17,522 a6d 1919 19,289 43
1913 17,936 414 1920 19,350 61
1914 15,476 540 1921 19,503 153
1915 18,918 442 1922 19,653 150
1916 18,950 32 1923 19,841 188
1917 19,186 136 1924 20,420 a79

(1) Number of new houses erected during the year :—

(a) Total e D03
() As part of a Municipal Housing ‘icheme 35

UNFIT DWELLING-HOUSES.

I.—INSPECTION.

(1) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or Housing
etsy . ... 5,029

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were inspected
and recorded under the Housing {Iuspectmn of
District) Regulations, 1910 ... . 1,371

(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state
so dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit
for human habitation —

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-heading) found
not to be in all respects reasonably fit for human
habitation 254 45

II.—REMEDY OF DDEFECTS WITHOUT SERVICE OF FORMAIL NOTICES.

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in
consequence of informal action by the Local
Authority or their officers ... 1,848
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IIT.—AcCTION UNDER STATUTORY POWERS.

A.  Proceedings under Section 28 of the Housing,
Town Planning, efc., Act, 1919.

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs... Sk )]

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered fit—
(@) by owners (including 2 from 1923) ... e, 08
(b) by Local Authority in default of owners

- |

(¢) outstanding at Jan. 1st, 1925
(3) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Closing Orders became operative in pursuance of
declarations by owners of intention to close 1 ;
B. Proceedings under Public Health Acts.
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied... v 1,945
(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were
remedied :—
(a) by owners |[m=.ludmg 127 from 1923)... . 1,926
(b) by Local Authority in default of owners {Ems} 13
(¢) outstanding at Jan. 1st, 1925 e 133
C. Proceedings under Seclions 17 and 18 of the Housing,
Town Planning, elc., Act, 1909,

(1) Number of representations made with a view to the
making of Closing Orders ... . —

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Closing Orders were made ... -—

(3) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Closing Orders were determined, the dwelling-houses
having been rendered fit -~

(4) Number of dwelling-houses in reap-ect of which

Demolition Orders were made o —_

(5) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pursuance
of Demolition Orders ... - 4










COUNTY BOROUGH OF WALLASEY
EDUCATION COMMITTEE.

ANNUAL REPORT

ON THE

MEDICAL INSPECTION OF
SCHOOL CHILDREN

For the Year 1924.






Town Harnn, WALLASEY,
April 8rd, 1925.

To the CHAIRMAN and MEMBERS
of the EDUCATION COMMITTEE.

Lamies axp GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit my Annual Report for 1924 on the Medical
Inspection of School Children in the Borough.

This work suffers, as, indeed, all health work suffers, from
the fact that it is impossible to convey merely by figures any real
conception of the work done, or of the benefits which result
therefrom. It must be remembered that the mere fact that
children are medically examined three times during their school
career is of itself an event of primary importance in the mere
education of the parents as to the importance of the health of
their children. If the work stopped at the simple examination
it would be wvaluable, but when it goes on, as it does, to the
treatment of minor ailments; the treatment of eye and throat
conditions by specialists; treatment of dental conditions, and
the treatment in the Orthopadic Clinic of conditions causing
deformities, the actual benefits to the community are enormous.
The statistics show that 5,665 children were medically examined.
878 children were treated at the Minor Ailments Clinic; 308
treated for visual defects ; 13 received treatment for diseases of the
throat; 35,8302 for dental defects; and 7,146 children were
examined for cleanliness. A very little reflection will con-
vince everyone that the provision of such machinery for the
prevention of serious disease and the removal of conditions
tending to handicap children throughout their lives is of immense
value to the community.

I would like again to express my thanks for the remark-
able sympathy shown by the Chairman and the Committee
in the work, and for the kindly consideration they have in-
variably given to my recommendations.

I also wish to acknowledge the hearty co-operation of the
Director of Education, who has never failed to afford me assist-
ance and to provide facilities for carrying on work sometimes
quite outside the ordinary routine. My thanks are also
due to the teachers for their assistance, and to the members

of my own staff, both medical and lay, for thei .
services. ¥s eir very efficient

I am,
Mr. Chairman, ILadies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

T. W. N. BARLOW,
School Medical O flicer.



COST OF THE SCHOOL MEDICAL SERVICE.

The average number of children on the Rolls for the year
was 12,003, namely, 10,266 in the Elementary Schools and 1,737
in the Higher Education Schools.

The nett cost of the Service was £1,372 1s. 9d., namely,
£1,257 5s. 8d. in the case of the Elementary Schools and
£114 16Gs. 1d. in the case of the Higher Education Schools.
This works out at 2/5.80d. per child for the former, and 1/3.864d.
for the latter. As a penny in the £1 produces a rate of approxi-
mately £2,6G9, it will be seen that the School Medical Service
is run at a rate of only slightly more than a halfpenny in the £1.

Vision.

The vision is tested at the time of the medical inspection of
the scholars. Children found with defects are referred to the
Eye Clinic, which is conducted by Dr. Bickerton and held every
Thursday afternoon. (For particulars see tables.) It is interest-
ing to note that three children who attended the Clinic during
the vear had cach one eve enucleated through accidents—one
as a result of stone throwing, another due to an accident from
a safety pin, and the third from illness, said to be measles.

SCHOOL CLOSURE.

It was deemed necessary during the vear to close the
Infants’ Departments of the following Schools, owing to the
incidence of Measles : — .

Manor Road Council, from February 15th to February 209th.

Riverside Council, from February 15th to February 29th.

St. Paul’s, from February 29th to March 14th.

St. George’s Road Council, from April 11th till after Easter

Holidavs.

Stammering Classes,

During the past yvear these classes have been attended by
60 children, and of these 39 are at present in attendance.

Three boys and three girls have been discharged as cured,
and the remainder, in most instances, continue to make satis-
factory progress.

It is unfortunate that many children, on reaching the age
of 14, leave school and thus lose the benefit they would obtain
by completing the course of treatment for this defect.

The success of these classes depends very much upon co-
operation between home and school. Remedial exercises are
prescribed, and general advice is given to the children. Parents
should ascertain what the teacher expects from them, and should
take care to secure, as far as possible, compliance with the
requirements of the course.

-
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MEDICAL TREATMENT.

Cleanliness.

The children in each Department are systematically
examined for general cleanliness, care of the teeth, use of hand-
kerchiefs, and general appearance. 7,146 children were
examined, and 771 were found unclean. The number of Cleansing
Surveys held was 68, and special visits to Schools 193. Visits
to homes bv the School Nurses in connection with uncleanliness
were 923. 24 children were excluded for pediculosis of the head
and 9 for pediculosis of the body. During the year 13 cases
were reported to the National Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children. The services of the Inspector have been
found to be of great value in causing some parents to take more
interest in and give more attention to their children.

Minor Ailments.

B0D new cases have been treated, an increase of 115 over the
previous vear. The number of dressings was 4,923, an increase
of 21. The bulk of the cases were skin diseases, e.g., ringworm,
impetigo, etc. The children affected with ringworm are
allowed to attend school wearing a tightly fitting cotton cap
after three weeks' treatment. Cases treated elsewhere than in
the Clinic are not allowed to return to school unless the return
1s sanctioned by the School Medical Officer.

Tonsils and Adenoids.

There were no arrears of cases needing operation. One
Tonsils Clinic was held, and ten children had their tensils and
adenoids removed.

Tuberculosis.

Twelve cases were referred to the Tuberculosis Officer for
examination.

Skin Diseases—Ringworm.

During the year 84 new cases of ringworm, 85 of the scalp
a_nd 49 of the body were treated, in addition to 36 cases of scalp
ringworm carried over from the previous year. The number of
scalp cases treated during the year, therefore, was 71; 52 of
these were cured, and 19 carried over to next vear.

Diseases of the Ear.

The number of new cases during the year was 58; the
number of old cases on the books 20. Careful enquiries arc
made as to the cause of the otorrheea, and information as to the
cause is somewhat difficult to obtain.

Crippling Defects.

1 submit the report of Dr. T, Hartley Martin, the Ortho-
pedic Surgeon ;
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I have to report on the working of the Wallasey Orthopedic
Clinic held at Church Street, Eqremont, with especial reference
to the work of the past 12 months.

The arrangements which have existed during the year have
been peculiar in that during & months the Clinics were held at
threc-monthly intervals only, but that since September monthly
visits have been paid by the Surgeon, weekly visits by the Ortho-
paedic Nurse, and the Masseuse has been in daily attendance.
During 1924 59 new cases have been examined and 139 re-
examinations have been made.

The following table shews the number of new cases reforred
year by year for examinalion since the inauguration of the Cliniz,
each case being shewn in its disease classification : —

ANALY SIS OF NEW CASES SEEN YEAR BY YEAR.

Diagnoses. 1921, | 1922, | 1923. | 1924.

Infantile Paralysis ... ... ..| 719 9 6 G
Spastic Paralyses and Diplegias ...| 1 3 O I
T T e Sy R N e 2 4 14
Tuberculosis* D i e 8 14 9
Deformities—Congenital 2 1 4 3
pr Acquired ... | 4 I} 4 i
Diagnosist e — — 2 9
D N e 24 40 59

*Bone and Joint Tuberculosis only.
tCases referred for examination in which no definite disease was
Sfound

The greater part of the treatment advised can be and is given
at the Chinic. This includes: (1) the provision and application of
splints and surgical apparatus and the constant supervision of
the wearing of the same; (2) the application of corrective or
preventive plaster of paris cases; (3) massage and electrical treal-
ment, in conjunction with remedial exercises.

During the last vear, however, 10 cases have been referred
to the Leasowe Hospital for in-patient treatment, two of these 10
having been admitted twice and two others three times.

The majority of cases were admitted for minor operations
and their stay in hospital was of short duration, in one case only,
that of severe rickety deformities was the stay in hospital of any
considerable duration. ~ The inter-association of Clinic and
Hospital personncl ensures the satisfactory continuation of treat-
ment after discharge from hospital.

The appointment of a whole-time Masseuse has filled a long
felt want, and has been a great success. The demands on this
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department of the work are greater than can be met, and the
assiduity with which the cases attend is a satisfactory indication
of the confidence of the parents in the work being done.

The following figures are of interest:—

No. of patients treated in Sept., 1924 ...29. No. of visits ...223.

” 3] 1" 1] Df't-.! " - “33' " 2] e '235'

1] " 1] ” Nﬂz"-: 1 S +4"1 L] 1 “"31.‘9'

" 1] " L] D'E'E‘J 1] : “46' EE] 12 gt '239'

Of these 2 patients have been discharged as satisfactory.

All patients receive exercises for general development or
re-education of muscles.

12 patients receive exercises only.

33 patients have massage treatment.

13 patients have electrical treatment, ecither inferrupted

galvanism, faradization of muscles or ionization.

That the co-operation of the Wallasey Invalid Children’s Aid
Association in the work of the Clinic is of great help 15 shewn by
the following list referred to Miss Rudkin, the Association’s
representative at the Clinic:—

72 cases have been referred for help during the year, of

which
32 were cases carried over from last year requiring
extra nourishment.
39 were new cases, of which
28 required assistance in the purchase of splints and
appliances.
5 required the loan of spinal carriages.
6 required extra nowrishment.

The outlook for the coming year is good. The present
arrangements are working satisfoctorily and are fulfilling a
definite need, but a greater use could be made of the Clinic in the
treatment of cases before they attain school age, and in this way
the prevention of crippling could be more easily achieved.

This should be the aim of any Orthopedic Scheme.

T. HARTLEY MARTIN, M.B., Ch.B.

SCHOOL DENTIST'S REPORT.

The School Dentist reports that, although amongst a cer-
tain number of people Dentistry is still looked upon in the light
of a luxury, there is a greater appreciation of the importance
of sound teeth in promoting and maintaining health. Parents
who were at one time unwilling or indifferent about the treat-
ment of their children’s teeth are gradually becoming anxious
and eager for treatment (see table 4 for statistics relating to
this work, which call for no special comment). The scheme

for payment continues to work well. The fees received
amounted to £49 12s,



WALLASEY EDUCATION COMMITTEE.

MEDICAL INSPECTION, 1924.

Elementary Schools.

TABLE I,

RETURN OF MEDICAL INSPECTIONS.

(A) ROUTINE MEDICAL INSPECTIONS.

NuMBeER oF CoDE GROUP INSPECTIONS ... 199
ERTRANTS 1126
INTERMEDIATES 1101
LEAVERS 031
ToTAL e 3158
SR

NUMBER OF OTHER ROUTINE INSPECTIONS... —

(B) OTHER INSPECTIONS.

MNUMEBER OF SpECIAl, INspPECTIONS—DBOYS ... 162
i GIRLS e 149

—_— *311

. REINSPECTIONS ... 657

ToTAL 968

*Does not include employment cases,




TABLE II.

RETURN OF DEFECTS FOUND IN THE COURSE OF MEDICAL

INSPECTION, Year Ended December 3ist, 1924,

Routine Inspections, Specials,

Defect or Disease. Number Number
Number requiring Number re%téltiug
referred to be kept referred to be kept

for under for under
Treatment. | observation.| Treatment, | observation.
MALNUTRITION 7 7 4 —
UNCLEANLINESS—
See Table IV., Group V.
| SEIN—
Ringworm—Scalp ... 9 — 1 —
Body ... 2 -— 2 -—
ocables ... ... ... 1 — 3 —
Impetigo ... B —— 9 —
Other Diseases (Non-

Tubercular) ... 18 - 4 2
Blepharitis 16 1 1 —
Conjunctivitis ... 2 1 2 -
Keratitis ... 1 — - —
Corneal Ulecer ... —_— —_— - -
Corneal Opacities 6 - — —
Defective Vision 141 127 202 —
Squint ... ... G5 3 -
Other conditions 13 —_ 4 —

(Ean—
Defective Hearing 17 21 3 3
Otitis Media ... ... — —_ - —_
Other Ear Diseases 10 4 T —-
INosE aND THROAT—
Enlarged Tonsils 5 24 1 1
Adenoids ... - 4 1 2
Enlarged Tonsils and
*Dtﬁgennid; 1 1 — 1
i 5 r conditions ... ... 14 1 3 2
VENLARGED CERVICAL GLANDS
_(Non-Tubercular) — 2 2 1

L

[
LS

|
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TABLE IV.—TREATMENT OF DEFECTS OF CHILDREN
DURING 1924.

Group IL—TREATMENT OF MINOR AILMENTS,
(Excluding Uncleanliness, for which see Group V.)

Number of Children Treated.
Under
Disease or Defect. Laocal
Education | Otherwise, Total.
Authority's
scheme,
SKEIN—
Ringworm—>Scalp ... ... ... ... 35 1 36
Bad¥y s Vo A 5h 48 — 48
T U S S e 18 1 19
BOpeiPo ool sl N e 137 1 138
Minor Injuries 66 13 79
Other Skin Diseases 277 8 285
Ear Disease (Otorrheea) S 67 2 69
EvE Diseasg (External and -:nthu] 85 2 87
MISCELLANEOUS ... .ii cia oos ees 76 41 117
Group IIL—-TREATMENT OF VISUAL DEFECTS.
(Excluding Minor Eye Defects in Group I1.)
Submitted to Refraction—
Under Local Education Authority's Scheme {C]lmc
or Hospital) ... e 05
By Private Practitioner or Hu5p1t¢l 3
Otherwise -
— 308
For whom Glasses were prescribed S
For whom Glasses were provided 3 S L
Recommended for Treatment other than by L-luwi:s 2
Received other Forms of Treatment -—
For whom no Treatment was considered ne::m.s.s 11'} 65

Group III.-TREATMENT OF DEFECTS OF NOSE AND THROAT.

Received Operative Treatment—
Under Local Education Authority’'s Scheme (Clinic
ﬂr HU‘:}!ItdI} (RN R o ].3
By Private Practitioner or IIprltcl]. -
—— 13
Received other forms of Treatment ... —
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MEDICAL INSPECTION, 1924.

Secondary Schools.

TABLE 1.

RETURN OF MEDICAL INSPECTIONS.

(A) ROUTINE MEDICAL INSPECTIONS.

NUMBER OF AGE GROUP INSPECTIONS 103
Age Groups. Boys. | Girls, Total.
ENTRANTS Under 12 ... 149 135 284
12 .. 152 79
INTERMEDIATES ] =y . 157 136 173
14 ... 131 118
e 16° G 163 134 -
LEAVERS Over 15 ... ool 87 88 } 472
Totals ... g 539 GO0 1,529

NUMBER OF OTHER ROUTINE INsPECTIONS ...

(B) OTHER INSPECTIONS.,

NUMBER OF SPECIAL INSPECTIONS . 10
NUMBER OF RE-INSPECTIONS ...

—

TorTaL 10



THE YEAR ENDED 3ist
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(A) SECONDARY SCHOOLS.—TABLE IL

RETURN OF DEFECTS FOUND BY

MEDICAL INSPECTION IN
DECEMBER, 1924.

Routine Inspections.

Special Inspections.

Number Number
Defect or Disease. Number requiring Number requiring
referred to be kept referred to be kept
for under for under
Treatment. | observation. Treatment, | observation.
Malnutrition — = e 0
Skin—
Ringworm—Head .. — —= —
Body ... 5 E — =
Scabies = s, gt e
Impetigo ... e - - —_
Other Dlseases (Non -
Tubercular) .. e 24 8 4 2
Teeth—
Decayed (4 or less) 43 — —
i (over 4} 2 — —
Sepsis e — — — _—
Other Defects . 163 -— — —
Nose and Thruat—

Enlarged Tonsils only — 1 — —

Adenoids only .. — = —

Enlarged TDI]‘S-I].S and

Adenoids : o e = —

Other Conditions ... ... 1 — -
Enlarged Cervical Glands —

Non-Tubercular : 1 22 — -
Eye—

Blepharitis 1 — - —

Conjunctwms — - — —

Keratitis ... .. - - — —

Corneal Ulcer ... — —_ - —

Corneal Opacities 2 - —= —

Ptosis : —_ - — - -

Defective Vision [exclud-

ing Squint) ... 103 149 - —

Squint 5 4 1 — —

Colour Sense ... 2 — - -

Other Conditions T — - —
Ear—

Defective Hearing ... 5 11 —_ —

Otitis Media — — —_ —

Other Diseases — 1 1 =—
Defective Speech ... ... 7 4 — -
Thorax (Shape and Develup

ment) 1 4 — =

Carried forward 371 202 5 2 2
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SECONDARY SCHOOLS.—TABLE 1V.

RETURN OF DEFECTS TREATED DURING THE YEAR ENDED
31st DECEMBER, 1924,

Group IL.—Treatment of Minor Ailments (excluding Uncleanliness.)

Number of Pupils Treated.
Defect or Disease. Under
LEA.s Otherwise. Total.
Scheme.
Skin—
Ringworm—Head ... ... ... ... — — -
Bady e o — — —_
I T T — — =
EINDESIIR. ot s ke - — -
Minor Injuries -— - -
Other Skin Diseases ... ... ... — 4 4
Ear—
Otitis Media, ete. ... ... ... ... — 1 1
Eye—
External and other 2 2
Orthopsedic Treatment ... ... ... 8 2 10
Miscellaneous ... ... ... ... ... - (i} G

Group II.—Treatment of Visual Defects.
Submitted to Refraction—

Under Local Education Authority's Scheme 34
By Private Practitioner or Hospital 39
Otherwise ... -
- 73
For whom Glasses (a) Under L.E.A.’s Scheme 34
were prescribed (b) Otherwise 39
- 73
For whom Glasses (a) Under L.E.A.'s Scheme 34
were provided (b) Otherwise 39
E— 73

Recommended for Treatment other than by Glasses ... —_
Received other forms of Treatment ... —-
For whom no Treatment was considered necessary ... g

Group III.—Treatment of Defects of Nose and Throat.

Received Operative Treatment—
Under Local Education Authority's Scheme —
By Private Practitioner or Hospital -
Received other forms of Treatment ... -






