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Public Health Department,
March, 1924,

To the Mavor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
County Borough of Wallasey.

My. Mavor, Ladies and Genilemen,

I have the honour lo present fo you wmy Sixteenth Annual Keport
on the health of the Borough, in compliance with the duly statulorily
placed upon me.

As stated last year, the Ministry of Health now only require a full
report every fifth vear, and considerably abridged reporls for the
remaining four.

The mortality statistics for the vear are highly satisfactory. The
general death rate is 10.3 per thousand of population, which is one of
the lowest ever recorded in Wallasev. The Zyvmotic death rate, exclu-
ding Diarvheea, is 08 ; the infantile mortality rale is the lowest on record,
being 58 per thousand births. The English rate for the year was 72.
When one remembers that 25 vears ago the infantile mortality rate
hovered about 150, the present vafe is remarkable, and represents not
only a great saving of infant life, bul a considerably greater degree of
health in all swrvivors. The Phthisis death rate has fallen from 0.93
tn 1922, to 0.66 ; the respivatory death ralte from 2.0 to 1.7. The
incidence of Imfectious Disease has been much below normal, there
having been only 113 notifications of Scarlel Fever during the vear.
We have to go back a large number of years before we come to such a
small incidence of this disease. The only lower incidence of which
we have any record was in the year 1892, when the number of cases was
49, but the population was then only 39,000,  The number of Diphtheria
cases, also, has decreased from 88 in 1922 {0 60.

All these figures show that, on the whole, 1923 was a very healthy vear.
In September, Burntwood Sanatorium was officially opened. This

is qu Joint Sanatorivm provided by the Cheshire County Council and
the Cheshire County Boroughs, in which Wallasey has been allotted

16 beds.  Up to the end of the vear, 8 beds only were ready for occupation.

The attendances at the Ante-Natal Clinic (which was started in the
Autwmn of 1922 with a fortnightly session), have grown lo such an
extent that it was found necessary fo hold the Clinic weekly. Child-
hearing is a physiological function, and ought, therefore, to be attended
with bul the minimum amount of risk. The fact is, however, that there
15 quite an appreciable amount of risk, not only to the mother's life,
but 1o what is equally important, her after healih. The risks mav be
wery considerably diminished by proper ante-natal care and by skilled
and efficient altendance during the confinement. Expectant mothers
are not vet sufficiently educaled as to the importance of proper medical
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1.—GENERAL STATISTICS.

Area (acres), 3,408,
Population (1921 Census), 89,609. Estimated June, 1923, 91,000.
(R.G."S estimate, 89,990).

Number of inhabited houses (1923), 19,541,

Number of families or separate occupiers (1921 Census) 20,849,
Rateable value—£646,534.

Sum represented by a penny rate—£2,550.

Wallasey is eighth in order on the list of those large towns which
had an increase of more than 109 in population since the last Census,
the percentage increase being 15.6.

EE——— = T —— ——— =

2.—EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR.
Total. M. F.
Births (Legitimate) ... 1383 695 688
(Ilegitimate) .. 47 26 21

Totals .. 1430 721 709 Birth Rate e L
Deaths—945. Death Rate—10.3

Number of women dying in, or in consequence of, childbirth—10, viz. :
From sepsis, 3. From other causes, 7.

Deaths of infants under one year of age .. { }Iﬁil:“mrﬁ:—?g } .83

: (3] L3 BE Y] & @ I}Cr I,ﬂm bi[‘thﬁ—ﬁa
chul;imz;te rate—54.9. Illegitimate Rate—127, cach per 1,000
virths.

Deaths from Measles (all ages)—nil.
. Whooping Cough (all ages)—4.
= Diarrheea (under two years of age)—7.
The Diarrheea deaths occurred as follows :—
5 in First Quarter of year.
2 in Second Quarter of year
~=in Third Quarter of year.
— in Fourth Quarter of year.,

N.B.—Five of the above were transferred to the

: : : Bor .
children having died outside the district. SrREh
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4,—QPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM.

., Impaired
Total Blindness
Deaths

Cases notified s St PR
Treated at Home .. i a0 il

a8 Hospital .. e )
Vision Unimpaired .. 2 By

5.—CAUSES OF SICKNESS.

There was no unusual sickness during the year, infectious or
otherwise. There were no deaths from Measles, there Wils o Summer
Diarrheea, and throughout the year the incidence of Scarlet Fever
was verv much below normal, there being only 113 cases notihed—
by far the smallest number since 1892, when the population was
somewhere about one-third of the present population.

6.—SUMMARY (FOR REFERENCE) OF NURSING ARRANGE-
MENTS, HOSPITALS AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS
AVAILABLE FOR THE DISTRICT.

ProrFEssioNAL NUrsING 1N THE Home.—There are two Nursing
Associations in the Borough which employ Nurses for nursing
in homes. These are :—

(1) The Seacombe, Egremont, New Brighton, and Liscard
District Nursing Association (3 Nurses).

(2) The Wallasey and Pou'ton Nursing Association (1 Nurse).

I have endeavoured to induce these Nursing Associations to
allow their nurses to nurse certain infectious cases at home, but
it would appear that there are certain old-fashioned regulations
which prevent a Queen’'s Nurse from nursing an infectious case,
founded, I believe, on the supposition that she may carry infection
from an infectious case to other of her cases. 1 do not think there
is the slightest risk of this, and I have explained so to the two
Committees ; but, while they would be willing, I understand they
are tied by the Central Regulations. I may add that the Corpora-
tion were willing to give a grant to these Associations to defray
the cost of their nursing infectious cases in the homes.

There are two trained nurses on my staff of Health Visitors,
and these would be available for narsing to some extent. In the

event of a serious epidemic, it would be necessary to engage nurses
for this purpose.
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7.—MIDWIVES.

There are thirty-seven Midwives practising in the District, four of
whom are untrained, but the bulk of the work is done by about
half-a-dozen. None are subsidised by the Local Authority, although
the Midwives have been informed that the Corporation will pay
their fees when attending necessitous cases in which there is no
Maternity Benefit and no “available means of payment of their fees.

During the year there was one prosecution against a handy woman
for acting as a Midwife, she not being registered as such.

8.—CLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES.

The following Clinics and Treatment Centres are provided by the
Corporation :—

1. Child Welfare Centre : Mainly consultative ; only the very
New Street. slightest treatment is given.

Arrangements have been made
whereby dental treatment is given
to selected cases of expectant and
nursing mothers requiring same.
There are also eight cots for
infants under 1 year.
2. Ante-Natal Clinic : The Fortnightly Sessions were in-
New Street Centre. creased to Weekly Sessions on
October 1st (see Introductory
Letter.)

3. School Clinic : For minor ailments, with special
Church Street. Clinics for Eyes and Tonsils.

There is also a daily Dental Clinic.

4. Tuberculosis Clinic : Open every morning, except Wed-
Mill Lane Hospital. nesdays, and every Wednesday
evening.
4. Venereal Diseases Clinic:  Open every Wednesday 6-30 p.m.
Mill Lane Hospital. to 7-30 p.m.; every Friday 2-30
p.m. to 4-0 p.m. for Males ; every
Monday 5-0 p.m. to 6-30 p.m ; and
every Wednesday at 2-30 p.m.
for Females.

Patients unable to attend at these
times can make other arrange-
ments with the Doctor,

Cases may attend between 6 and
7 p-m. any weekday for irrigation
purposes.

6. Day Nursery : A Day Nursery is provided for use
Marine Parade. during the Summer Season.
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9. HOSPITALS PROVIDED OR SUBSIDISED BY THE LOCAL
AUTHORITY.

The following Hospitals are PROVIDED by the LOCAL
AUTHORITY within the District :

1. Mill Lane Hospital : For Infectious Diseases (other than
small pox).

2 Tuberculosis Sanatorium @ One block, 22 beds, for advanced
Mill Lane Hospital. and observation cases,

3. Highfield Maternity Home : 10 Beds.
Mill Lane.

-

4. Leasowe Road Hospital :  For Small-pox cases, 12 beds.
5. Child Welfare Centre : 8 beds available for infants sulfering
New Street. from Malnutrition.  Mothers are
required to wvisit their children
daily and receive practical in-

struction in all matters affecting
their children’s welfare.  Where
possible, a charge 1s also made for
the children’s maintenance.

The following Hospitals and Institutions are SUBSIDISED by the
Local Authority either by way of : (A) An Annual Grant ; or (B)
Payment for beds occupied by cases sent by this Authority :—

1. Victoria Central Hospital : £300 per annum grant.
Wallasey.

2. Wallasey Cottage Hospital : £180 per annum grant.

3. Convalescent Home for Three beds for Convalescent Chil-
Children : West Kirby. dren (girls between 3 and 15, and
boys between 3 and 11 years),

£40 per annum per bed.

4. Royal Liverpool Country 2 beds for Children suffering from

Hospital : Heswall. Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis.
: £91 per bed per annum,.
5. Leasowe Hospital for 6 beds for Children suffering from
Children : Leasowe, Non - Pulmonary Tuberculosis.

40/- per bed per week,

6. 5t. Panl’s Eye and Ear  Arrangements are made whereby
Hospital : Liverpool. cases may be referred from Wal-
lasey for treatment either as
In-patients or out-patients, this
Authority contributing approxi-

mately one-half the cost.
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7. Tranmere Union Infirmary : Wallasey is a part of the Birkenhead
Birkenhead. Poor Law Union, and cases are
admitted from this Borough as

necessity requires.

8. Cheshire Joint The new Sanatorium for the joint
Sanatorium : use of the County and County
near Market Drayton. Boroughs of Birkenhead, Wal-

lasey, Stockport, and Chester was
officially opened in September,
1923. 16 beds have been allotted
for Wallasey cases, the first of
whom was admitted on November
6th. The cost per bed per week is
63/-. Up to end of 1923, eight
only of the beds were available.

10.—INSTITUTIONAL PROVISION FOR UNMARRIED
MOTHERS.

ILLEGITIMATE INFANTS AND HOMELESS CHILDREN
WITHIN AND WITHOUT THE DISTRICT.

1. St. Faith’s Home : Palm A Grant of £50 per annum is made
Grove, Birkenhead. - towards this Home, which receives
young Unmarried Mothers from

this Borough.

2. Birkenhead Union : Unmarried Mothers are also received
at the Tranmere Union Infirmary,

{ Birkenhead.
3. Birkenhead Union : The Guardians look after the first

illegitimate children of mothers.
These children are looked after in
an Institution in Bebington, the
mothers contributing what they
can from their earnings outside.

4, Birkenhead Union : The Guardians have two houses
Wallasey Scattered situate in Mill Lane, Wallasey,
Homes. for the reception of 24 destitute

and orphan infants. They have
also a large house situate in
Albion Street, New Brighton,
where they have accommodation
for 24 children under the age of
5 years,
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11.—~AMBULANCE FACILITIES.

(a) IFor Infectious Cases: (1) A Buick Motor Ambulance
(loaned by the British Red Cross
Society), (2) A Ford Delivery
Van for infected clothing.
() For Non-Infectious and  Two Motor Ambulances for Non-
Accident cases. Infections and Accident cases are
available for public use. These
are under the control of the
Watch Committee.

DISINFECTION.

There are two Washington-Lyons Disinfectors at Mill Lane
Infections Diseases Hospital, and for disinfestation, suitable
arrangements are also available at Mill Lane Hospital.

LABORATORY WORK.

The arrangements for the carrying out of chemical and bacterio-
logical work in the Borough are :—

|.—Simple throat swabs in connection with Diphtheria cases,
and specimens of sputum in connection with Phthisis cases,
are examined in the laboratory at Mill Lane Hospital.
237 swabs (50 + and 187 negative) and 543 sputum specimens
(161 4 and 382 negative) were examined during the year. Of
the 237 swabs examined 121 were sent by local doctors (21 +
100 negative) 116 were from cases in our own Hospital (29 4 87
negative). Of the 543 sputum specimens examined 193 were
sent in by local doctors (40 < 153 negative), 89 were from
our own Sanatorium (53 -+ 36 negative), and T.B. Dispensary
261 (68 - 193 negative). =

2 -—Samples of milk taken for purposes of bacteriological examina-
tion are forwarded to Liverpool University. Thirty-seven were
taken during the yvear, one of which was found to be tubercular.
In this case the milk came from a farm in North Wales, and the
Medical Officer of Health of the district was promptly com-
municated with. :

3.—Arrangements have also been made whereby blood specimens,
in connection with cases of Venercal Disease are also sent
to Liverpool University for examination. (See * Venereal
Diseases.”)

4.—The Borough Analyst examines all samples taken under the
Food and Drugs Acts. Particulars with regard to the adminis-
tration of those Acts will be found under the heading ** Food
and Drugs Acts,” together with the Analyst’s report thereon.
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RESULTS OF TREATMENT.

Patients discharged—Much Improved i e |
Improved o = cel 28
No Improvement i el K
Sent out for contravening Rules 1
IFatal o 2 2

(One had been in ‘::mmtmxllnl for 4 years.)

CHESHIRE JOINT SANATORIUM.
Wallasey patients admitted, 8. One discharged (Improved).
AFTER-CARLE.

The after-treatment of cases discharged from Sanatorium is
somewhat unsatisfactory, there being no After-Care Committee.
It is by no means uncommon for doctors to advise patients suffering
from Tuberculosis, whose employment is regarded as being unsuit-
able, to give up that employment, the result being that after a course
of Sanatorium treatment they have no occupation to take up, and,
therefore, soon lose all the benefit they have gained at the Sanatorium,
since they have no financial resources and no occupation. The
psychological effect of the latter is very important. It is exceedingly
difficult to obtain a light occupation with a living wage, and it
is most inadvisable for any man to throw up his occupation if the
post can be kept open for him during his treatment. It is much
casier for him to follow the work which he has done, and in which
he has become competent.  5ir George Newman refers to this aspect
of Tuberculosis in his last Report. The unemployment problem
has a very bad effect on the Tuberculosis case, because he obviously
finds it very difficult to obtain work in competition with his healthy
comrades.

HOUSING.
1.—High Rents The influence of high rates and taxes has
and Rates, &c. also an injurious effect on Tuberculous

cases, since they take a large proportion of
the small income, and leave very little for
food.  Malnutrition ensues in the family,
thus providing a favourable opportunity for
the disease either to commence or to get a
greater hold on the patient.

2, —Sleeping 806 visited, 250 of whom sleep alone and
Accommodation.  have separate rooms (319); 219 sleep
alone in separate beds (27.29,) ; 337 occupy

a bed with two or more persons (41.82).

These figures reveal the startling fact (and

it is no less than startling), that 699, of

those suffering from Pulmonary Tubercu-

losis in Wallasey occupy the same room
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Females. 19 were due to Syphilis and 45 to Gonorrheea. The
number of attendances was 1,183, viz. :— Males, 805 ; Females, 278,
Both Female and Male patients have continued to attend fairly
regularly.

The number of attendances for irrigation purposes was 1,859.
57 blood specimens were sent for Wasserman test.

The Gonorrheea specimens are now all examined m our own
Laboratory at Mill Lane Hospital, thus saving a considerable cost.
78 specimens were examined for Gonococel; 2 specimens were
examined for Spirochetes.

No action was necessary under the Venercal Discases Act, 1917,
during the vear.

Notices are being displayed in the various public lavatories and
urinals, urging the importance of carly treatment and pointing
out how free treatment can be obtained.

ADOPTIVE ACTS, &e.

A list of Acts, Orders, and Regulations under which the Depart-
ment works was given in the Report for 1919 (see page 96). To
this must be added the Wallasey Corporation Act, 1920.

SANITARY ADMINISTRATION.
CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.

Practically every house in the Borough is provided with water-
closet accommodation. In the outlying portions of the town,
however, there are 13 cesspools, and these are emptied fortnightly.
There is also 1 privy midden similarly situated, which is emptied
fortnightly. There are 84 pails used as closets attached to summer
camps, and these are emptied twice weekly from May to September.

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE DISTRICT.
WORK OF THE SANITARY INSPECTORS.

NUISANCES.
Number of houses visited .. e o i s e 4 .. 1,748
o apartments visited .. i i o i A .. 14,145
- houses found in a dirty condition .. 3 S a3 - 41
" apartments - i i bt ok - - H
o . overcrowded excessively 0 o .. o -
. houses with defective, insufficient or choked drains s i 446

7 i with defective sash cords, windows, &c. .. s i 212
























26

INSPECTION OF PLACES WHERE FOOD IS PREPARED.

All places where food for human consumption is prepared (of
which there are 63 on our Register) have been regularly inspected
during the year. Some of the places are visited each day ; others
not less than once a week, and strict attention to cleanly conditions
is insisted upon.

BEAKEHOUSES.

At the end of the year there were 122 Bakehouses in occupation,
many of which are only used UCC-.LSEUI'[J.[].V

The number of underground Bakehouses 1s gradl.ully decreasing.
There are now only 7 on the Register, and most of these are used
in the summer only for seasonal trade at New Brighton. It is
not necessary for me to reiterate year by year the objections to
underground Bakehouses. Every Uppurtumtv has been, and
will be taken, to close them, and on no account, after being tem-
porarily closed, will they be allowed to be re-opened.

The following is a summary of the work of inspection during
the year in connection with Bakehouses :(—

BAKEHOUSES AND CONFECTIONERY BAKEHOUSES.

Number on Register :—

Bakehouses .. . 2t . T . Y 63
Confectionery Bakchousca i i o o i 59
Number of visits made .. o 2 i o .. 299
¥ re-visits i A 5 36
Number found dirty (walls and ceilings) 11
Number of notices issued for limewashing 7
= bakehouses limewashed without notice 4
L notices issued for defective drainage 5
o - 4 to cleanse floors, utensils, &c. 4
5 " ., for various defects by o 2

references to Factory Inspector
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ADMINISTRATION OF DAIRIES, COWSHEDS AND MILK-
SHOPS ORDERS OF 1885 AND 1889.

There are 11 Cowsheds on the register, to which 176 visits were
paid during the year. The number of cows in the registered sheds
at December 31st was 39, and the number of Cowkeepers 4.

The following is a summary showing the work of inspection
during the year in connection with :—

Dairies, CowsHEDS AND MILKSHOPS.

Number of Milkshops on Register- .. 7 o s 109
o wholesale producers of milk who do not sell milk

retail .. e e e Z

s shippons with Milkstores attached 2

o inspections made .. e 5 a .. 464

notices served for defects s o

notices served re utensils and covering of milk
vessels . 2 o o = i

notices served requiring the removal of manure

notices served requiring liming or cleansing

" notices complied with 3 e s

visits to unregistered premises selling milk

” licensed sellers of certified milk

'—-—m-r-' =

MEAT INSPECTION.
All Butchers’ Shops in the Borough are regularly visited by
the Meat Inspector, as are also the Wallasey and Alfred Lairages,
in which the bulk of the meat sold in the district is killed.

SLAUGHTER-HOUSE INSPECTION.

In Dec.,
1923,
Registered 3
Licensed .. 1
Total 4

There is no Public Abattoir.

There are no special inspection arrangements as to time of
slaughter, but the Meat Inspector examines the carcases of all
the animals after slaughter, and the local butchers are in the
habit of ringing up to request a visit from that officer when they
discover any sign of disease during the slaughtering of the animal. 1
think it may be said that no carcase leaves any of the slaughter-
houses or lairages in the Borough without an inspection of the
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HOUSING.

GENERAL Housing CONDITIONS.

Number of houses.—According to information supplied by the
Borough Treasurer from his rate books, the number of houses
in the Borough at the end of 1923 was 19,841, an increase of 188
as compared with 1922, This figure includes, of course, a certain
number of flats which have been formed in recent years from existing
houses. The number of new houses certified during the year was
268, as will be seen from the following Table, supplied by the Borough
Engineer and Surveyor :—

NuMmBer oF NEw Housgs CErRTIFIED DURING THE YEAR 1923,

gl gl ol gl gl gl 2o Va8l s

=] = - = H
: 22|92 EEIEE|Sc|Sc|EE|SE|T| 2| 2|22 8|3
WEEKLY T = = mﬂ gﬁ = ElsE E'c :E L = = E = o i
RentaLs, [Z.2|2% S Rlo8 Sal0g8loc|00| 2| 2 1% == B
B|=E A uﬂ'_.lzmﬂm E|h gl B o l2l |=|8|=

= B =7 B J-%;ﬁ el I (3 a2
s s |y | S f—
fstofs.bd| — | — | —| —|——|— | — a o] [ P T [
Tabto| — | — | —|—|—=]|—|—=]|—|=|=|=|—|—]|—| —
fis. and overl 40 | 14 | — | —| 2| —] — — |*33 |68 |85]19] 7 | 268

* Of the 33 houses certified in Poulton 17 were built by private enterprise
and 16 were State assisted.

NuMmBer oF Houses 1N Coursk oF ERecTiON, 1st January, 1924,

i -
Bs. to7s.8d.| — | — | — | — _|_ o ) e ] R
B il o o P e | S =7 [

fis, and uveri 41 | — 2| = ]la—- — | =1 0w | 40

- 101 & | 279

*Of the 77 houses in course of erection in Poulton 35 are being built by
private enterprise, and 42 are State assisted.

Houses CERTIFIED FOR HABITATION SINcE 1911,

The following Table shows the number of new houses certified
for habitation since 1911 :—

1911 as - 600 1918 o o 3
1912 7 L 417 1919 3 73 3
1913 - e 410 1920) 2 S 74
1914 < oy 424 1921 L e 2R
1915 ik s 254 1922 t, -2 kb1
1916 .a ‘e 76 1923 o't Fom 208

1917 ‘e .o 12
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INHABITED HouUsEs,

The following Table shows the number of InHaBITED HoUsEs
in the Borough at the end of each year since 1911 (from figures

supplied by the Borough Treasurer) :—

Increase on
Year, Totals. previous year. Year. Totals

1911 16,957 715 1918 19,246
1912 17,522 o985 1919 19,289
1913 17,936 414 1920 19,350
1914 18,476 540 1921 19,503
1915 18,918 442 1922 19,653
1916 18,950 32 1923 19,841
1917 19,186 136

(1) Number of new houses erected during the year :—
(@) Total..

(&) As part of a Municipal Housing Scheme. .

UNFIT DWELLING-HOUSES.
[.—INSPECTION.

(1) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or Housing
Acts)

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were inspected
and recorded under the Housing (Inspection of
District) Regulations, 1910 53 od

(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state
so dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit
for human habitation .

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-heading) found
not to be in all respects reasonably fit for human
habitation : A

Inerease on
previous year

60
43
61
153
150
185

14

5,027

1,656

Y6

II.—REMEDY OF DEFECTS WITHOUT SERVICE OF FORMAL NOTICES.

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in
consequence of informal action by the Local
Authority or their officers

1,811
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TowN HALL, WALLASEY,
January 31st, 1924.

To the CHAIRMAN and MEMBERS
of the EDUCATION COMMITTEE.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit my Annual Report for 1923 on the Medical
Inspection of School Children in the Borough.

There is nothing of any special importance to record in the
vear's work. There have been no new developments, but a scheme
for the detection, treatment and after care of all children suffering
from crippling diseases has been approved by the Education
Committee, which will come into force next vear, and which I
think is calculated to have very far reaching effects in the way of
diminishing the number of people suffering from deformities of
various kinds, and incidentally enabling some people to become
efficient wage earners, who would otherwise not be so.

A point of some interest is the decrease in the number of children
attending the Minor Ailments Clinic. The average attendance is
considerably less than in former vears, and I have made enquiries
with a view of ascertaining whether this diminution is due to the
fact that clildren are not attending as they should, or that there
is in reality a lessened number of children needing treatment.
All the evidence I can get points to the latter conclusion. This
is a gratifving fact, because under the present housing conditions,
if no other factors were at work, one might reasonably expect an
increased number of ailments requiring attention at the School
Clinic, for the reason that the conditions in many houses are such
as would provide a reasonable excuse for such cases arising.

I must again express my thanks to the Chairman and Members
of the Committee for the courtesy and consideration always shown
to myself ; to the Director of Education and his-Staff for very
willing co-operation ; and to every Member of my own Staff,
medical and lay, for their valuable assistance, without which assist-
ance it would, of course, have been impossible to carry on.

I am,
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

T. W. N. BARLOW,
Schools Medical Officer.
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Vision.

The Lye Clinic, conducted by Dr. Bickerton, has been held
every Thursday afternoon. TFor particulars see tables.

SCHOOL CLOSURE.

It has not been necessary to close any schools or portions of
schools during the vear.

Stammering.

The special classes for stammering have been continued success-
fully during the past vear. 35 boys and 15 girls have been in
attendance, and 5 boys and 2 girls were discharged as apparently
cured.

At present there are two classes, each consisting of 12 boys,
and one class of 10 girls. It is interesting to note that all the severe
cases of girl stammerers in our schools have been dealt with, and
ar¢e now either discharged or under treatment A considerable
number of bovs are, however, still on the waiting list. During
the next vear, if the girls’ classes are worked out, it will be possible
to allot an extra class per week to the boyvs.

MEDICAL TREATMENT.
Uncleanliness.

The children in each Department have been examined three
times during the vear for general cleanliness, care of the teeth,
use of handkerchiefs and general appearance. 33,046 heads have
been examined an increase of 4,446 on last vear's numbers.

The record of each case requiring treatment is kept and filed
at the Clinic, and used each time the child is inspected by the School
Nurse.

The number of cleansing survevs held during the yvear 128
The number of visits paid to Elementary Schools .. 260

25 children were excluded for pediculosis of the head, and 7 for
pediculosis of the body. Six children required their heads shaving
at the Clinic for pediculosis, as against seven in the previous year
and 57 in 1921. 15 cases were referred to the N.5.P.C.C. A wvisit
from the Inspector of this Society has, in several instances, had
the effect of causing the parents to take much more interest in and
give much more attention to their children, and consequently there
has been an improvement in the condition of many of those children
who have attended the Clinic almost constantly suffering from
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ailments which have recurred through unsatisfactory home condi-
tions, Special attention has been given to the homes from which
these children come.

An improvement consequent upon frequent visitation by the
School Nurses, has no doubt been a factor in diminishing the daily
attendances, and, of course, is all to the good.

Minor Ailments.

692 new cases have been treated during the vear at the Minor
Ailments Clinic, compared with 811 in the previous vear. The
number of dressings was 4,901, compared with 6,421 in 1922 (sce
tables).

Tonsils and Adenoids.

There were no arrears of cases needing operation. Only 2
Clinics were held during the yvear, and 24 operations were conducted
at the Clinic and 3 at the private Clinic of Dr. Sanderson. The
utmost care continues to be taken in selecti o the cases for operation.

Dir, Stacey has just concluded an investigation into the results
which have followed the operation for enucleation of tonsils and
the removal of adenoids in all those cases which have been operated
upon since the work was first undertaken. His findings are very
instructive and valuable. They refer to 251 cases (115 bovs, 136
girls) who have been operated upon, and 173 cases (89 bovs, 84
girls) who have been under observation in the Schools for enlarged
tonsils.  The investigation has been very thorough, and to eliminate
the personal factor he has made enquiries in every case from the
parent herself, and in the majority of cases when the mother of
the patient was present at the examination of another of her
children ; in other words, the enquiry was not made the occasion
of a special visit. Two questions only were asked : (1) what was
vour child complaining of, or what did vou notice about vour child
which made vou think there was something wrong with the nose
and throat ? (2) since the operation how has vour child been in
health ? The results are classified under three heads: (a) Gocd,
in which the symptoms are removed, and (b) Bad, in which the
symptoms have not been removed, or where symptoms develop
which were not present prior to the operation, and (¢) those in which
the parents had recognised no symptoms prior to the operation
and none since. His first observation is that there is practically
no difference in the incidence between boys and girls ; that the
principal age period is the 6— 10 year period, particularly the 6th
and 7th vear, when 33%, of all the cases occurred.

Of the 251 cases, 66 were classed as having enlarged tonsils
and adenoids, but without symptoms,  Of these, in 55 the operation
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made no difference, and in 11 the symptoms supervened, e.g.,
running noses, frequent colds, anemia, general health worse, and
in the Spectal Remarks on these cases he notes : two brothers had
the operation because the mother has always had a stufiv nose,
and she was not going to allow her bovs to suffer as she dees ; one
child, whose sister was a nurse and who advised the mother to
have the operation because ‘ evervone gets tonsils and adenoids
sooner or later in their lives "' ; one boy had two operations pre-
viously ; three children had had the operation before; three
children had the operation against the parents’ wishes, and two
were typical thyroid cases ; in 16, the only symptom was otorrheea ;
12 have still otorrhcea two wvears after the operation; 3 have
otorrhcea three vears after the operation, and only 1 has no otorrheea
15 months after the operation. There were 6 other cases which
had otorrheea with other symptoms, and the notes of these are as
follows ; 1 has no otorrhoza 16 months after the operation, but is
still nasal and a mouth breather ; 1 girl, 13 vears, has no otorrhaea
two and a half vears after the operation. All the others have still
otorrheea, so that in the 22 cases with otorrheea only three are free
from this symptom.

Those children who had symptoms other than those mentioned
associated with the enlargement of their tonsils were 110. In 60 of
these the results were good ; in 37 bad ; and in 13 there was no
difference.

Those children whose symptoms were a stuffy nose, and for
which they had the operation were 8 in number ; the results were
3 good, 5 bad.

Those children pale and delicate, suffering from tonsils and
enlarged glands were 18 in number ; the results were 14 good, 4 bad.

3 children whose only syinptom was earache ; one was better
since the operation, one worse, and one cured.

Of 10 children whose only symptom was deafness, 4 were cured,
5 remained the same and one was much worse,

To sum up : of the 251 cases operated upon, 16 have left the
district, leaving 235 of whom there is a complete record. The
results classed as good, number 85 (36 per cent.),bad 78 (33 per
cent.), no difference 72 (30 per cent.).

66 children had no symptoms, but the operation was performed
on the physical grounds of enlarged tonsils and adenoid growth
alone. If we exclude these 66, 85 were good results (50 per cent.),
67 bad (39 per cent.), 17 no difference (10 per cent.), but 11 of these
66. cases developed symptoms they never had before, that is to
say 16 per cent. suffered adversely from the operation.
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11 cases were referred by him for massage, and this treatment
was given three times ecach week.

The necessary appliances, as well as alterations to hoots, cte.,
have been provided through the Wallasey Invalid Children’s Aid
Association.

Ear Disease.

37 cases of Otorrheea were treated at the Clinic and 5 elsewhere.

School Dentist’s Report.

The School Dentist reports that the attendances at the Clinie
and its popularity amongst parents continue to be excellent, the
total number of attendances at the Clinic being almost equal to
those of the previous vear, whilst the total number of dental opera-
tions carried out is slightly greater.

The School Dentist has visited during the vear all the schools
except one, and that will be done early in January, 1924,

During the vear a certain number of School Dentists were
circularised on the question of the use of general anwesthetics in
dental operations. The balance of opinion seemed to be against
the use of general anesthetics for children, and consequently,
the contemplated change from local to general anmsthetics was not
thought advisable.

The svstem of paving fees for work done was commenced on
September 19th, and it is pleasant to record that although a con-
siderable drop in attendances at the Clinic was contemplated, such
a drop has not taken place. The School Dentist’s comments on
the pavments of fees are worthy of note. He savs * the system
of book keeping devised is simple and as nearly as possible fool-
proof. The introduction of fees has caused the time devoted to
the treatment of cases to be cut down slightly, particularly as regards
the routine cases, since the taking of money and the giving of
receipts absorbs a few minutes of the time which was formerly
devoted to the treatment.” He goes on to comment that the
cause of the drop in the number of routine cases seen last yvear as
compared with the previous vear i1s caused by the fact that last
vear special or non-appointment cases came to the Clinic at any
time and were treated in odd minutes between routine cases, or
before or after the routine cases had arrived. Under the new
arrangement the names of such cases have to be noted by the head
teachers and forwarded to the Education Offices for appointments to
be made, and complete half-days are now devoted to their treatment.,
This also causes a delay which is perhaps unavoidable between
the time that a child requests treatment and when such child comes
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MEDICAL INSPECTION, 1923.

Elementary Schools.

TABLE 1.
RETURN OF MEDICAL INSPECTIONS.

(A.) ROUTINE MEDICAL INSPECTIONS.

Nusmper or Cope Grour INsSPECTIONS

LLNTRANTS iy - i i = 1171
INTERMEDIATES G S0 ok 1146
I,EAVERS & bt i g ko 897

TorAarL 5 3214

MNUMEER OF OTHER RoOUTINE INSPECTIONS

(B) OTHER INSPECTIONS.

Special Cases—DBoys .. ki e i R b
Girls .. i e - £ 1.37)

Re-examinations (i.e., Number of Children Re-examined). .

Torar,

(C) INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN.

Number of Individual Children Inspected

191

6]
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D.1..-TREATMENT OF DENTAL DEFECTS.
NUMBER OF CHILDREN DEALT WITH DURING 1923

INSPECTED BY DENTIST—

Specials .. o s e S i . sey vl tH
Age 5 years vy e " o e A o —
al e e o o e e .« 816
g Pt " 2 29l e i s e D16
L R o e % g o S S ehD
iy T I R e
S T o iy T L e as T
s i L o s i o, 5 o .. 183
et 12 o oy 3 e o -3 o e -
FEF ]4 L ] T z
4,410
REFERRED FOR TREATMENT i 2 o .. 2165
*Specials .. i e i s o s i)
— 2,866
ACTUALLY TREATED = o s g e B
*Specials . . o 4 o o s P (1]
— 2,118
RETREATED (result of periodical examination) . . L .. 841

* Includes 20 cases from the Secondary Schools.

D.2.—~PARTICULARS OF TIME GIVEN AND OF OPERATIONS
UNDERTAKEN.

SCHOOIL DENTIST'S REPORT FOR THLE YEAR 1923

Number of hali-days devoted to Inspection .. o i 26
Number of half-davs devoted to Treatment .. e .. 459
Total number of attendances made by children < B
Number of Permanent Teeth—

Extracted i i G s PR s g5 |

Filled .. : s S i 2 ,: 1463
Number of Tempor: u} lLLl.h—

Extracted L o B e i = Jae 2198

Fil'ed .. : L = i o 2 2 197
Total number of I lllmr i i .. 1,660
*Number of -1(1:111111-,tr'1t1m1:- of yi:ntml 1'!114].'."‘.:-'[,]1f_tl.l..‘5 T T 21
Number of other operations—

Permanent O s ta o i oy 16 79

Temporary .. e o ik 4 e b 83

¥ Witrous Oxide.









MEDICAL INSPECTION, 1923.

Secondary Schools.

TABLE 1.
AGES OF PUPILS EXAMINED DURING 1923.

|
AGE. Bovs. GIRLS. TOTAL.
Under 12 y o 160 125 e
B e e 144 128 | 267
13 o 1| Aamo et 1.340) 112 | 242
14 FE i S S 179 153 | J32
E I ot SR R, 171 129 | 300
Over 15 72 50 122
Totals .. .. 256 692 1 548
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SECONDARY SCHOOLS.
RETURN OF DEFECTS FOUND IN THE COURSE OF MEDICAL
INSPECTION DURING THE YEAR 1923.

-TABLE, II.

Defect or Disease,

e

Number
referred for

MALNUTRITION
SKIN AND HAR—
Ringworm-—Head
Body
{:ii" I.h'if, "
Impetigo : .
Other Diseases {"'mn Inh: Hul 1t]|
TEETH—
Decayed (4 or less) ..
a (over 4)
Sepsis o
Other Defects ..
NOsSE AND THROAT
Enlarged Tonsils
Adenoids ..
Iinlarged Tonsils tmfl 'ula, 11 I!(IH
{Other Conditions o
ENLARGED CERVICAL GIL nm -
Non-"Tubercular o
EXTERNAL EYE DISEASE—
Blepharitis. .. .. ..
Conjunctivitis g
Keratitis
Corneal Ulcer .. o
Corneal Opacities .. .. .. ..
Ptosis =
VISION
Defective Vision
Squint
Colour Sense i
Other Conditions .. .. ..
AR DISEASE
Defective Hearing .. .. .. .. ..
OBt Media! Thl e s
Other Diseases I R T
DEFECTIVE SPEECH .. . e
I'HorAX (Shape and Dev n:_-lﬂlmlent} o

Carried forward

112

U

11

G4

=

| Treatment. |

Number
requiring

to be kept |

under

Labservation

o

fR—

Lo

| Total,

i 276
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SECONDARY SCHOOLS.—TABLE 1V
TREATMENT OF DEFECTS OF PUPILS DURING THE YEAR 1923.
(A) Treatment of Minor Ailments.

Number of Pupils.

—— = - —

ju‘at-.d
Defect or Disease. Rederzed: |——————— e
for Linder | ; ] .
Treatment. ILLEA's Otherwise. Total.
: Scheme. |
:l .
SKIN— ; .
Ringworm—Head Eag= —= - == =
Body Lt — — . T ol
Neabies ) w ot e 0w — —- | S e
Impetigo . .. .. .. 3 — 5 1 | 1
Minor Injuries .. .. | —_— | — I — ek
Other Skin Diseases .. | 3 —- 2 g
I'ar DISEASES — .
Otitis Media, etc. .. .. | 1 o T =t
EvE DISEASE— |
External and other aih 1 = ot

MISCELLANEOUS L e il

(B) Treatment of Visual Defects,

Referred for Refraction .. o i it . o (G5
Submitted to Refraction- =
Under Local ducation Authority’s Scheme 3 36
by Private Practitioner or Hospital 20
Otherwise &
For whom Glasses f(a) Under !._l‘:..."l..'ﬁ Scheme 36
were prescribed | (b) Otherwise 3 et :
G2
For whom Glasses fla} Under L.E.A's Scheme :Ih
were provided {(b) Otherwise e e 0 3
Recommended for Treatment other than by (Glasses ..
Received other forms of Treatment -
Tor whom no Treatment was considered ncc-n»:-ar}' i =
(C) Treatment of Dafacts of Hnsa and Throat. .

Referred for Treatment .. b ;
Received Operative Treatment—
Under Local Education Authority's Scheme
By Private Practitioner or Hospital

Received other forms of Treatment
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SECONDARY SCHOOLS.—TABLE VI,

BUMMARY relating to Pupils Medically Inspected at the Routine

Inspections during the year 1923.

1. The total number of pupils medically inspected at the
Routine Inspections = .

2. The number of pupils in (1) suffering from—
Malnutrition o =%
Skin and Hair Disease
Dental Disease
Nose and Throat IJheJ.*-e b
Enlarged Cervical Glands (Non- luhr. e ul lr]I
External Eye Disease 2 ;

Defective Vision (including ‘-.qmnt}
Ear Disease . Ny iy i
Defective Speech ™ - +
Thorax

Heart Disease

Organic .. i o X

Functional

Angemia o e i) o

Other Defects .. - &¥

Lung Disease (Non-Tube I'Ll:l.]. ar) =
Tuberculosis— -
Pulmonarv—Defi nlte T
4 Suspected . .

Non-Pulmonary .. = W . ¥
Disease of the Nervous S\-’b‘tt‘l’ll
Deformities and Defects
Digestion and Constipation
Catamenia (Defects) e 7

-

3. The number of pupils in (1) suffering from Defects (other
than uncleanliness or defective clothing or footgear)
requiring to be kept under observation, but not referred
for treatment i s i3 i 1. -

4, 'The number of pupils in (1), ete., ete., who were referred
for treatment s e i S . -

5. 'The number of pupils in (4) who received treatment for
one or more defects (excluding uncleanliness, ete.)

1,548

1 =
= R |

}1$E7ﬂ=l'—' I-:\i

=1
—
[ b=

440

272

143



