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Pemberton Urban District Council.

MEDICAL OFFICER'S ANNUAL REPORT.

March, 1899,

To the Chatrman and Members of the Pemberton Urban District Couneil,

Gentlemen,

I beg to present my Twenty-fifth Annual Report on the sanitary
condition of the Trban Distriet of Pemberton for the year ending
December, 1898, comprising tabular statements of the sickness and
mortality within the district, classified according to diseases, ages and
localities ; proceedings taken ander the Sanitary Acts; the summary
of this report for the Medical Officer for the County of Lancaster; a
table of infectious diseases notified to me during the year; a table
of the rainfall taken at the Council’'s waterworks outside the district
area. The onteome of special and systematic inspection each guarter
18 also appended.

The births registered total 843, as compared with 893, 839, and
769 for the three preceding years, and 807, average for the ten previous
years. The birth-rate is §5:75, as compared with 36'1 in the year before,
the average for the ten years previous being 42-7. During the first half
of the year 423, during the second half of the year 420. Of the total
number 416 wera males and 427 females. For the first half of the year
214 were males and 209 females, for the secomd half 202 and 218
respectively. Quarterly 122, 92, 99, and 103 males, and 91, 118, 1186,
and 102 females.

The deaths total 427 (228 males and 199 females), as compared
with 881, 401, and 387 for the three prﬂu!diug years. The average for
the past ten years is 389. The death.rate for the year is 19-62, as
compared with 187, 18-7, and @8-1, for the three previous years. Of
the total number of deaths 207 were among childreu 2 yearas of age and
under. The average death-rate for the ten preceding years is 20-4

The birtha exceed the deaths by 416.
The rate of infant deaths under one year to 1000 births is 187,
The rate of seven principal zymotics, 1'98 per 1,000, as compared

with 3-6 and 2-8 for two years before. Phthisis rate, 0-87, Respiratory
Disenses rate, 3-87.
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No deaths were registered from Smallpox, Cholera, Typhus,
Continued or Puerperal Fovers,

Dizeages prevalent were Whooping-congh, and Enterie Fever chiefly,
and & few cases of Scarlet Fever, ﬂmup, Eryuipelrw, 'Diphl;'herln., and
Typhus Fever. No schools were closed.

There has been no epidemic of Smallpox for twenty-four years, since
then it was introduced into the district on two oceasions, and promptly
stamped out. The new Vaccination Act of 1898 will, I trust, work
better than some people auticipate. Many of the present generation
have seen little of smallpox in this locality, and don't care for the trouble
of vaccination, but prefer it to appearing before the magistrates,

The district has been very free from Measles and Scarlet Fever, the
former causing one and the latter two deaths; in all cases clothing and
houses were fumigated. It is difficult to isolate in many cases, as
parents have yet strong objection to children being removed. This is
not go apparent in Enteric Fever, either due to the progress being slow
and tedious, or pessibly to the many recoveries in the hospital, which is
made comfortable, and the patients removed as far as possible from the
feeling of restraint. Twenty-two cases were treated during the vear
with no death. Theaverage residence was 344 days; most of them were
sent in from Newtown.

The first case of fever notified died on Ju]}' 26th : the nshpit hehind
the houses contained liquid, and the cellar drain was not satisfactory.
Beveral cases were subsequently notified in the same locality, and after-
wards removed to the hospital. At this p-operty also, the drains and
ashpit were found to be unsatisfactory, and there was a large cesspool near
ong of the back doora in the yard, which has sinee heen filled up, the drains
relaid, and the ashpit repaired. The vard has also been paved and
flagged. I bhave often noticed that cesspits or tanks unfrequently
emptied are a common nidns for this fever. Nothing could be traced to
the milk or food supply. Later on, a few sickened in Solho Street and
property adjacent, where a large population is congregated on a small
ared. The houses are very near from back to back, with closets and
ashpits betweon., The yards are at the present time being puved.

Influenza caused two deaths—one in South Ward in Junuary, and
one in West Ward in August—the latter a spinal case, the former n.get'l
77 years,

Whooping-cough lingered throughout the year; there were fow
cases of sickness in proportion to deaths,
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Diphtheria caused two deaths, both under two vears of age, in
different localities. In one, the drainage was unsatisfactory discharging
into an old covered diteh, but means have been adepted to remedy this
defect by substituting a new sewer carried a distance of 2,000 yards,
taking the sewage from 55 houses which must have previously found its
into the brook. Erysipelas has occasionally shewn itself here. A new
length of sewer (710 yards) has also been laid in East Ward to sewer
houses previously draining into cesspools.

Diinrrhoea caused fourteen deaths, giving a rate of 196, Eleven
were returned from Goose Green and Newtown.

Phthisis canged nineteen deaths throunghout the year (scattered over
the district), as compared with seventeen, nineteen, and twenty for the
three preceding years. Deaths registered as Tuberculosis average one
per week, chiefly among young children, not directly traceable to milk or
flesh of cows, though I ghould say there iz mearly always one in a herd
suffering from this disease, especially in sheds kept at a temperature
above the ordinary. In my opinion, an upright ventilator shonld be
placed in front of epch cow, near its manger, and carried directly
through the roof of the building,

Double the number died from Bronchitis and Pneumonia as in the
previous year. The weather, for the most part, was cold, damp, and
changeable, deaths occcurring at the extremes of life.

The scavenging has been done satisfuctory, and the sewers well
flushed and cleansed as the outcome of special and systematic inspection.
A great many leaky and defective ashpits have been repairved, and some
unpn.r&fi }’El.rds and passages lagged and paveﬂ. Others remain to be done,

The water supply bas been good and constant, There is little or
no overcrowding in the distriet. Many new houses have been built, and
a few old ones pulled down. Bakehouses, slanghterhouses, and cow-
sheds have been frequently inspected. The carcases of two pigs and one
cow were seized and destroyed by fire, as unfit for the food of man.
There is wery little pellution of the atmosphere from any procesa or
trade carried on. Some property certified by me as in a condition
dangerous to health, was attended to, the owners asking at the trial for
a month in which to do the work,

Tha eloset accommaodation at the weaving shed at one of the mills
was considered insufficient, It was seen by the Government Medieal
Inspector with the result that additional accommodation has heen
provided.
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Many stoppages and defects in hounse drains remedied, and brick
drains at Eose Hill emptying into old sewer taken up, proper glazed
pipes laid and connected to main sewer, also drain relaid Newtown.

Escapement of sewer gas into living kitchens through direct
connection of slop pipes with drains, and gulley traps fixed under slop-
ginks, rendered satisfactory. Rose Hill and Goose Green.

Paving to gullies notified, also piggery nuisance and property
without rain water spouts at Lamberbead Green.

Clottage in dilapidated condition reported upon, and notice served
for cleaning, repairing, plastering, floors and roofs. Kitt Green.

Notices served for overcrowding at Lemberhead Green and Marsh
GGreen and houses requiring limewashing.

Nuisances in various parts of the district arising from leaky and
dilapidated ashpits, requiring service of notices, and reconstructed or
repaired as requested.

Flagging and paving dirty commen backyards at Bridgewater
Street and New Street carried out satisfactory. Notices served ashing
of passages seen to.

Keeping hens in back kitchen and using stable for shippon not
complying with regulations reported upon.

dih Quarter.
Insufficient closet accommodation at Worsley Mesnes Mill—notice

served and twelve additional closets erccted.
Abatement of nuisance effected from leaky ashpits at Newtown,
Spring Bank, Lamberhead Green, and Worsley Mesnes,
Slanghter-hovse in foul eondition, accumulation of manure, Little
Lane, and piggery nuisance, Smethurst Lane, reported and dealt with.

Stableg without draing in common yard, Newtown, and draine
uatrapped, Goose Green, new drains laid and old ones taken up and relaid
properly trapped, minor stoppages to house drains relieved, and defective
connection to soil pipe repaired.

Dwelling-houses requiring limewashing attended to; others with
defective rainwater spouts and roofs raining in put in order on owners
hﬂing communicated with—TLittle Lane, Kitt Groen, and Half-way House.

Overcrowding dwelling-hounses at Newtown—notices for abatement
served and complied with, Pigeon keeping in kitchens, Sargineon Street,
denlt with.


















