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Zymetic Diseases., X
The Zymotic death-rate is calculated from the total number of

deaths caused by the followins diseases, viz:- small-pox, measles
i = L ?
secarlet fever, %&;ﬁé:;in, whooping ecough, fever and diarrhoes. We

find that after deducting two cases of enterie fever which were im-
ported into the rsland, we have remalning a total of 13 deaths from

this class of diseases. This gives us a zymotie death-rate of

1.326 per 1,000 per annum. The zymotic death rate for Englend &
Welea in the decennium 1881-90 was 2°34,

Enteric pever,

A number of cases of enteric fever ogcurred amorg the soldiers
belonging to the King's Shropshire Light Infantry in January, the
first soldier affected having been admitted to hospital on 27th Dee.
1894 &s mentioned in last year's report. In all thirteen cases
were admitted to the station hospital in January 1895. Five cases
were geen among the eivil population in#thﬂ top-hill distriet during
the same month. These cases were 8l1 in houses previously affected. 3
Another case (in all probability imported as the patient was taken
411 within two days of his arrival in Portiand)was first seen on 15th
Pebruary, at Vietoria Bulldings, under hill distriet, This case
terminated fatally on the 9th march. A speeial report on the presg=
ence of enteriec fever was made to the Loeal government Board on the
15th Janmry. on the 26th August a case came under treatmeant at
prospect Place, and between that date and the 17th Qctober seven
eages in all were notified in the under-hill distriet. rhese were
almost entirely confined to Sea View Terrace and Albert perrgce.Qne
case sppeared in gaston (top-hill distriet) in November. Seven
deaths were registerdd from this disease but two of them were Iim=-
ported casSes.

Scarlatina. A considerable number of cases of gearlatina have
heen notified:; twenty two cases are known to haveoccurred with two
deaths. There is some reason to believe that several children

have suffered from this disease without the faect having been notified
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Erysipelas. No less than fifteen cases of erysipelas have

:nm& to owr knowledge during the year, #n various parts of the
sland. N

gne proved fatal and several were of a very severe type. About

half the total number of cases Were in the first four months of the
year. One case, at least, was distinetly traceable to direct

infeetion.

Mumps. An extensive epidemic of mumps broke out during the

gutumn months in the under-hill distriet. The vast majority of the

cages were very mild, and had no medical attendance,

Whooping gough. This has been very prevalent, especially in

the top=hilll distriect, for the last three months of the year. Three

deaths have been registered from this disease,

water Supply.

Sinee my last annual réport was submitted the Southwell water
scheme has been Tinally sbandoned, owing to the analysis of the water
showing such an excess of chlorine as to leave no room for doubt that
water from the sea was percolating into the beds supplying water to
the shaft! The gouncil were then placed in the unplessant posit-
#on of having to re-consider the whole question of water supply for
the ysland. In this state of affairs a valuable and suggestive
report was drawn up by Mr. Elford, the gounecils' Surveyor, showing
the probable cost of three alternative schemes, viz:- one to obtain
the water from the weymouth water Co., another to gink & well in
the valley below the yardy Monument, near Portesham, and another to
take advantage of the Portesham spring . @ regormended either of
the two last mentioned schemes as being preferable to the firat on
the ground of economy, the Portesham seheme being the best in this
respect. oOn conaideration, cartuiﬁdiffinu]ties were found to stand
in the way of all these schemes, and whilst the gouncil werc con=
sideking what should be done 1n the matter, another scheme was un=
expectedly brought to their notice. captain gould, an Estate
o wyner at Upwey wrote to the Counecil offering to sink a shaft at
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Upwey, at his own expense, and should a sufficiency of water be
found , to hand over the works and supprly to the Portland npistriet
Council at a fixed priee agreed upon beforehand, The Couneil are
now considering this proposal and there is avery hope that it wili

be acespted and that the scheme will prove a successful one. From
the nature of the strata (chalk) where the pProposed shaft is to he
sunk, the character of the water is 1ikely to he of great organie
purity, and although it is certain to be a hard water, a large amount
of the hardness will be a removeable hardness. 0f course & care=
ful analysis of the water will have to he made before a definite
opinion can be expressed, and naturally the gouncil will proteect
themselves in regard to the quality of the water in any agreement
which may be made, It would also be well to have a bactericlogieal
as well as a chemical report upon the water before finally deciding
to take it. |

Drainage.
A proper system of drainage is still needed, and as scon as a

water supply has been obtained, the question of drainage nust elaim
the attention of the pistriet couneil.

Insanitary Houses.

The house at 31, Bouthwell, mentioned in last yearja report has
been closed as unfit for human habitation.
Nuisances.
A considerable number of nuisances have been reported to the
gouneil during the year and most of them have been promptly abated.
Acts Adopted, The Infeetiocous plseases Wotification Aect 1889,

and The Infectious Diseases Prevention Aet of 1890 were adoptaed by
the gouncil on 13th pyarch 1895 and eame into operation on the 1lst
of yay.

The Publie Health Amendment Act of 1890 and the Private Streets
Works Act were adopted on the 24th July, and came into operation on
the 1st Spptembar,

Recommendations. while the gouncil are to be congratulated on

their adoption of the Acts for the notification and taking the beat

means for ensuring the prevention of infectious diseases, wewish to
6 point


















