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REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
FOR THE YEAR 1958

To the Chairman and Members of thc
Urmston Urban District Council.

I have the honour to present the annual report on the
health of the Urban District for the year 1958,

VITAL STATISTICS

Full statistical information will be found in the report
under their relevant headings. and this shows that generally
the health of the population for the year under review
has been satisfactory.

Population

According to the Registrar General the estimated mid-
year population was 40.700, an increase of 1463 on the
census population of 1951 and an increase of 31.416 on the
census figure of 1931,

Birth Rate

The number of live births registered during the year
was 686, of which 363 were male and 323 female, giving a
birth rate of 16.9 per thousand of the population. The birth
rate for England and Wales was 16.4 per thousand of the
population.

Of the 686 births 24 were illegitimate. an increase of 7
on the previous year. The number of still births recorded
was 18, giving a stll birth rate per thousand live births of
25.6 compared with a rate of 28 per thousand for 1957.

Death Rate

There were 397 deaths during the year, 207 males and
190 females. giving an adjusted general death rate per
thousand of the estimated resident population of 11.7 which
1s exactly the same as the rate for England and Wales during
the year.

Infant Mortality Rate

The number of children under one year who died during
1958 was 11, giving an infant mortality rate of 16 per
thousand live births which is well below the national average
for England and Wales of 22.5. This is the lowest national
rate ever recorded.

Maternal Mortality
One maternal death was reported during the year.
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infectious Diseases

The total number of notified cases of infectious disease
was 554, a decrease of 673 on the previous year., chiefly
accounted for by a fall in the incidence of measles and
dysentery.

For the eleventh consccutive year no case of diphtheria
was notified, a wvery striking testimony to the protective
immunisation campaign against the disease. This is a
campaign in which there can be no let up, since it is known
that diphtheria 1s by no means extinct and would quickly
assume its tragic incidence of pre-war years if the immunisa-
tion level in the child population was allowed to fall below
the safety margin.  Although the level of immunisation in
the district is not unsatisfactory. there is room for consider-
able improvement in the pre-school child group. All parents
are urged to have their children protected against this disease
before they reach their first birthday. The procedure is
safe and effective.

Only one case of poliomyelitis was notified during the
year and this was of the non-paralytic type. It is still too
carly to assess the real value of the pohiomyelitis vaccination
sampaign which was pursued vigorously throughout the year.
From the statistical evidence now available it seems reason-
ably certain that approximately 80%¢ of those vaccinated are
fully protected against the disease, and those who do coniract
the discase do so in a mitigated form. Parents who fail to
have their children protected are running a very serious risk
indeed of suffering a lifctime of self reproach, should their
child be so unfortunate as to contract severe permanent
paralysis with its attendant sorrow, and heavy burden on
parents and community,

During the year the age group of those eligible for
vaccination was extended to include all persons born on or
after the Ist January, 1933, but the response of those in this
age group has been very disappointing in gpite of the
numerous facilities offered in the way of open clinics, attend-
ance of wvaccination teams at factories. youth institutes.
further education classes etc. The response however in the
younger age groups, i.e., up to the age of fifteen years has
been satisfactory. approximately 75% having registered.

At the end of the year., 7.358 children in the district
had been immunised against the disease.

CANCER OF THE LUNG

It is my duty to emphasise once again the increase in
the number of deaths from cancer of the respiratory system.
During the year 22 persons died from this disease. 19 of
whom were males, compared with 16 in 1957 and 11 in 1956.
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There can be no doubt in the minds of those who study
statistical data seriously that we have In cancer of the
respiratory system a major epidemiological problem. and it
is regrettable that it is being treated with a complacency and
ostrich-like atttitude by the community generally.

The connection between cigarette smoking and the
disease has been firmly established on a statistical basis, but
it would seem that it has made very little impact on the
smoking habits of the public. In view of the publicity given
to the link between cigarette smoking and lung cancer over
recent years, one can only assume that the addicted smoker
is willing to risk the increased chance of premature death
rather than forego the pleasure derived from cigarette tobacco.

Over 100,000 people. mostly middle aged males. have
died from lung cancer during the last ten years and if the
mortality rate continues to rise at the present rate, and there
is certainly no indication that it won’t, 250,000 persons will
die during the next decade. This is a very high price to
pay in human suffering and misery for what after all is an
unnecessary habit usually acquired innocently in early adult
life.

Although a large proportion of the 250,000 who will die
from the disease during the next ten years have already
written their death certificates in tobacco smoke. it cannot
be too often repeated that cessation of the habit at any age
reduces the risk of contracting the disease,

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUITION

It has been previously stated in many annual reports
that pollution of the atmosphere i1s the most important
problem in environmental health affecting the district. and
one to which there is no casy answer.

A vigorous implementation of the Clean Air Act will of
course pay dividends in the reduction of the smoke problem
in the years ahecad. but the problem of the invisible gases
not only remains but intensifies. These gases which are
mainly composed of the oxides of sulphur. are probably a
much more serious health problem than dark smoke. and with
the ever increasing industrial development in the Partington
area, which lies to the windward of the residential area. the
health risk is likely to increase. It does seem that there is
a very strong case for some form of statutory action in an
attempt to control the amount of sulphur contamination in
areas which are heavily polluted. Legislation could and
should ensure that where there is already a high concentration
of sulphur oxides in the atmosphere further industrial
development of a nature likely to discharge further large
quantities of noxious gases should not be permitted. 1In other

page four



words there ought to be some form of selection of indusiry
in the interests of the health of the local inhabitants. In
addition, some form of control should be imposed limiting
the sulphur content of fuel oil. There is an increasing
tendency for industry to convert their boiler plant from coal
burning to oil, and unfortunately the fuel oil being used in
most instances has a very higih sulphur content, in some cases
over 4%¢. It is appreciated that it 13 more economical for
the firm concerned to use such a crude oil, but it is obvious
that health considerations are not taken into account. One
wonders if the cost to the community as a whole in ill-health
of such a policy, does not far outweigh the slight immediate
cconomic advantage to the shareholders.

Is it asking too much for a statutory limit of say half
per cent sulphur content for all fuel oils ?

| should like to record my appreciation of the help |
have received from the staff of the health department through-
out the year, and for the co-operation received from other
departments.

To the Chairman and members of the Health Committee,
1 offer my sincere thanks for their valuable support and
encouragement during the year.

I have the honour to be.
Your obedient servant,
W. SHARPE,
Meaical Officer of Healih.
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY

Aven (Statule ACTEEY ... i iisiesiinsessiassnssasn: 4.799
Registrar-General’s estimate of resident population

T T SR 40,700

LTy 12y e SO S o SIS 39,237

(Clensus. 1931Y v e 9,284
Number of Inhabited Houses at end of 1958 accord-

ing to Bate Books .............cocone i smssisares 13.490
Number of Inhabited Dwellings (Census. 1951) ........ 11,902
PREBONE DET AGIE = i v e e 8.5
Number of Families or Separate Occupiers (Census,

11 S s T R e, 12,210
Beateable Walue .o e £650.706
Product of Td: Bate ..o inicimsnmnmnaenrissasns £2,437
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VITAL STATISTICS
Based on the Net Births and Deaths atfter Correction for

Inward and Outward Transfers

Live Births :
M. F. Total

Legitimate .............. 347 315 662
Illegitimate .............. 16 b 24
Total ... 363 323 686

Live Birth Rate per 1.000 of the estimated resident
population (adjusted) ..nviaianis S 16.9

Stili Births ;

Lepmtimate ... 7 10 17

Illegitimate ................ — | 1

Fotal 7 L1 18
Stillbirth Rate per 1.000 total births ........................ 25.6
e e R e 397

Death Rate per 1.000 of the estimated resident
population (adjpsted). .......ovaamanasisag 11.7
Deaths from Pregnancy. Childbirth and Abortion I
Maternal Mortality Rate per 1.000 total Births ... 1.42

Deaths of Infants under 1 year of age:
M. F. Total

Legitimate .............. 6 3 9
Hlegitimate ................ e 2 2
Total ... 6 5 11

Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 live births ............... 16.0

Deaths of Infants under 4 weeks of age:

Legitimate .......... $ 6 3 9
lllegitimate ...... s — 2 2
Total .... 6 5 11

Neo-natal Mortality Rate per 1,000 live births ... 16.0
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CAUSES OF DEATH DURING THE YEAR 1958

Registrar-General's  Classification

Males Females Total

1. Tuberculosis, respiraton o 1 — 1
2. Tuberculosis, other Il S — - --
3. Svphilitic disease : . : l 1
4. Diphtheria T . — — -
5. Whooping Cough o - — =
6. Meningococcal infections . i — e =
7. Acute poliomyvelitis : ; . - e -
8. Measles ; T e W = —
9, Other infective and parasitic discases - - —-
10. Malignant necoplasm. stomach ... ... 5 7 12
11. Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus 19 3 22
12. Malignant neoplasm, breast : — b L
13. Malignant neoplasm, uterus ... . % - - —
14. Malignant neoplasm (other sites) 12 13 25
15. lLeukaemia, aleukaemia ; i z 2 4
16. Diabetes e w iy 1 I 2
17. Wascular lesions of nervous syvstem 30 29 59
i8. Coronary disease, angina ... ... .. 49 30 79
19. Hypertension with heart disease . . 2 7 Y
20. Other heart disease ... ... ... .. 25 38 63
21. Other circulatory disease ... ... ... 13 d 21
22. Influenza —- 1 1
23. Pneumoma N fr 4 10
24, Bronchitis . 21 4 30
25. Other diseases of respiratory system —_ — -
26. Ulcer of stomach and duodenum 1 1 2
27. Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea 1 1 2
28. Nephritis and nephrosis | 2 3
29, Hyperplasia ol prostate . 1 - 1
30. Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion ... — 1 1
31. Congenital malformations . | 1 2
32. Other defined and ill-defined discases 13 11 24
33, Motor vehicle accidents I 1 2
34. All other accidents 5 3 8
35. Suicide o S T s i 3 1 4
36. Homicide and operations of war .. — 1 |

All causes .. 213 184 397
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Age and Sex Incidence of Deaths

Age at Death Males Females Total

under | (] 5 11
1- - el ==

2-4
5-14 1 o |
15-24 I i 2
25-44 10 T 17
45-54 21 21 42
55-64 45 30 75
65-T4 60 39 09
75 and over 63 Ll 150
207 190 397

INFANT MORTALITY

URMSTOMN ENGLAND AND WALES

Xear :

Infant Infant Infant

Deaths * Mortality Rate * Mortality Rate
1933 13 41 64
1934 21 46 59
1935 15 33 57
1936 22 47 59
1937 il 58 58
1938 14 26 53
1939 27 48 50
1940 24 45 55
1941 34 5 39
1942 34 63 49
1943 37 56 49
1944 37 49 46
1945 18 29 46
1946 21 30 43
1947 28 33 41
1948 20 29 14
1949 21 3 32
1950 13 21 29.8
1951 7 10 29.6
1952 11 21 27.6
1953 g 14 26.8
1954 22 35 23D
1955 16 25 249
1956 22 34 23.8
1957 15 20 23.0
1958 11 16 225

*The mortality rates are based on each 1,000 live births.
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MATERNAL MORTALITY

Year

ENGLAND AND WALES

Maternal
* Mortality Rate

1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958

URMSTON
Number of Maternal
Maternal Deaths|® Mortality Rate
1 3.06
| 2.11
3 6,32
3 f.10
6 10.83
1 1.79
nil —
2 3.57
] 1.85
4 T.05
2 203
2 2.60
riil
nil —
1 1.18
nil 5L
2 2.91
l 1.57
] 1.62
il —
nil —_
il —
I 55
1 1.49
fil —_
| 1.42

—— e D B 1 B
e Rl — e o = L e e~
13— W A ol S5 — e T e OO

0.98

*The mortality rates are based on each 1,000 total (live
and still) births.
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Deaths from Cancer, 1958

Site of Disease and Age at Death

Cancer At all At Ages (years)
{site) ages 0to 35to | 4510 |65 and
34 44 6d Over

Bladder .........ciciiieien 2 — 1 1
Breast. o osreionansiannns 3 — 2 1 —
Bronehus. ....coacii-nauii 20 1 15 4
CarcinomMatosiS... ome. o 11 - 1 7 3
Eolen e S ey g 1 2 5
| B R 1 — = I
AT 3 - e e e RN 1 = = 1 =
LRI o e I e s | Erts
Oesophagus ............... 1 1 I,
0I5} o e R 1 | ==
| 5t ol ot T [ - 1 oo
PRATYIK iciriaiiis sninsanss 1 —_ —_ — 1
Brostate s | — — i
PYIOINE: <o o smuians | — - |
RECIIM: 1avosrinnmmisnnsnsnns | - — =3 |
wyn el e 12 | 5 fy
Thytod . 1 - — 1 i

* Totals 67 - ] 37 24
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Pathological and Bacteriological Examinations

The number of examinations carried out during the year
was 416. made up as follows :—

BAREES: o s R e 198
TEOAL SWADBE: oiiari vy satinms 8
Milk :(—
Tmbeicle: BaGHL .......commmammmmmmrmi 1
Mzthylene Blue Test ..o e 20
Phosplhataee Weat oo s s 26
BBty Teske oo 17
[ce Cream ........ SRS O PR R A 17
Swimming Bath Water (Chemical) ... 7
Dutch Spray Dried Hen Egg .................... 103
Cheese and Onion Pie ..............cccoviiianeniins 9
Meat and Potato Pie ... 1
AT IR BT 1 1] S s e S SR C 3

Water Supply

This is supplied from the public mains to all dwelling-
houses by the Manchester Corporation Waterworks Depart-
ment, the quality being excellent and the guantity sufficient.

Drainage and Sewerage

The surface water sewers in Woodsend Road and Higher
Road. Urmston have been cleaned by mechanical dragging
and a large number of individual gully connections cleared.
Tree roots and other obstructions have been cleared from
the surface water sewers in Moorside Road and Irlam Road.
Flixton.

Outline approval has been reccived from the Ministry
of Housing and Local Government to the proposed trunk
sewer from Urmston to Flixton. The proposals for the re-
sewering of Trafford Park are now at an advanced stage
and will be submitted to the Ministry in the near future.

Sanitary Accommodation (end of 1958)

Mo of Muddeng ..o aniss e Nil
e e [ T A o Nil
WO - (M )] R O
.« Dry Ashpits (excluding middens)... Nil
.. . Movable Ashbins for Refuse ........ 14,224
» » Irough Closets ......... s 7

Waste-water Closets ...........c..coceveiee 33
Fresh-water Closets ...........cooovveeee. 13.920

Houses on Water Carriage System 13,621
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Factories

Visits to factories are made by the public health
inspectors in relation to the provision and proper mainten-
ance of sanitary conveniences in mechanical factories and
also in respect of cleanliness, drainage of floors, over-
crowding. temperature. ventilation and sanitary accommoda-
tion in non-mechanical factories. Details of action taken
are to be found in the table on page fifieen.
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FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 and 1948

Inspections for Purposes of Provisions as to Health

Mumber on

Premises /
Register

Number of
Inspections

Number of
Written
Motices

Occupiers
Prosecuted

Factories  without
mechanical power 5
Factories with

mechanical power 140

Other Premises
under the Act
(including  works
of building and
engineering  con-
struction bul not
including out-
workers' premises) 30

34

Nil

Nil

Nil

Mil

[
=
n

Totals

189

Nil

Cases in which Defects were Found

MNumber of Cases

Occu-

Particulars
Found

Referred

piers

Reme-
died

To H.M.
Inspector

By H.M.
Inspector

prose-
cuted

Want of Cleanliness
(Sec. 1.)
Overcrowding

(Sec. 2.) =
Unreasonable tempera-
ture (Sec. 3.)

Inadequate ventilation
(Sec. 4.)
Ineffective dramage of
Aoors (Sec. 6.)
Sanitary Conveniences
(Sec. 7.)
(a) Insufficient —
(b)) Unsuitable or de-
fective —
{c) Mot separate for
SEXES —
Other offences —

Totals

Nil

Mil

Mil

e e e e e . e
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HOUSING

Number of new houses erecied during the year :
Houses Flats

(i) By the Council ............. R 39 Nil
(i) By other local authorities ... Nil Nil
(111) By other bodies or persons 222 Nil

inspection of awelling-houses during the year :—

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected
formally or informally for housing defects
(under Public Health or Housing Acts) ...

(b) Number of inspections. formal or informal.

made for the purpose ...........c.cccevciienmnieennen

(2) Dwelling-houses unfit for human habitation and

not capable at rcasonable expense of being
rendered fit :—

(a) Number found during the year ..................

() Number (or estimated number) at end of

VERE o Ui aiih avh s L e e

(3) Number of dwelling-houses found during the

year to be not in all respects reasonably fit for

human habitation but capable of being rendered

Clearance Areas
Number of dwelling-houses demolished during
year :
(a) Houses unfit for human habitation ...............
(b) Number of persons displaced ...
(c) Number of families displaced .........................

Houses NOT included in Clearance Areas :—

{a) Houses demolished as a result of formal or
informal procedure ... oo

(b) Number of persons displaced ....................
(¢} Number of families displaced ... ... et

Unfit Houses Closed ..o

page sixteen
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Repaire during the year :
(a) Unfit houses rendered fit and houses in which
defects were remedied as a result of informal
action by the local authority ..........c..covenvneneen.

(b) Public Health Acis—action after service of
formal notice. Houses in which defects were
remedied :—

(N CMPIBRES: - e e
(i1) By local authority in default of owners ...
(¢} Housing Act, 1957 (Sections 9 and 16)—action
after service of formal notice ............iooecvviiennes
(d) Housing Act. 1957 (Section 24)

Unfit houses in temporary use (Heusing Act, 1957)

Number of houses at end of year retained for
temporary accommodation (Sections 48. 17 (2).
(46),

Number of houses a2t end of year licensed for
temporary occupation (Sections 34 or 53) ...

.......................................................................

Housing Act, 1949 and Housing (Financiai Provisions)
Act 1958 —Improvement Grants, etc.:—

106

Nil
Nil

Nil

Nil

Private Bodies .
or individuals Local Authority
} K | No. of No. of
Action during year : :‘I‘:"n‘;‘; buildings ;‘::::;"; buildings
J 2 : schne . i 5 ITHES o L
{ (a) Submitted by private affected affected
individuals to local
authority 9 9 —
(b} Approved by local
authority 9 9
1 t¢) Work completed 4 4 =
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FOOD

The number of milk distributors registered at the 31st
December. 1958, under the Milk and Dairies Regulations.
1949-54 was 62, operating from :—

(a) Dairies in the district
(b) Shops in the district (other than dairies) 46
(¢) Premises outside the district ................ 10

Number of dealer’s licences (including supplementary)

issued during the year :—

EastenTised™ W Lo s 4]
Seterilised! MEE ... st et 53
“Tuberculin Tested” Milk 22

Details of the ante- and post-mortem inspection of
animals slaughtered for human consumption are given in the
table on page twenty.

The Lancashire County Council are the responsible
authority for the samphing duties under the Food and Drugs
Act of 1955. A total of 200 samples was obtained. of these
|38 were of milk (this total includes 9 Channel Islands Milks)
and the 62 other comprised - —

Pd e ) = ol

— g e o o

Flavouring

Custard Powder
Oatmeal

Arrowrool

[ce Cream

Orange Drink
Curry Powder
Dried Frunt
Bicarbonate of Soda
Fruit Juice

page eighteen

2 Butter | Chlorophyll Tablets
2 Lard 2 Canned Vegetables
2 Gravy Browning 3 Pork Sausages
| Canned Chicken I Olive Oil and Raspberry
| Jam Vinegar
I Tincture of lodine Canned Frut
(B.P, 1932) Salmon Paste
Vinegar Pudding Mix
Sauce : Dressed Crab
Fish Paste Mixed Spice

Condensed Milk
Fruit Curd

Dried Vegetables
White Pepper
Sugar

Flour Confectionery
Flour

Camphorated Chl
Ground Nutmeg
Ground Cinnamon



The samples were submitted to the County Analyst for
analysis and with the exception of those detailed below were
reported to be genuine :(—

Fype
Sugar
Tincture ol

lodine
B.P.1932

Fork

Nausages

Result of Analvsis

Contained 5.8% salt,

Contained 2.63% lodine and
2707 Potassium [odide. B.P.
1953 maximum limits are 2.55%
of each., B.P.1932 limiis are

2.55% lodine and 1.55% Potas- ]

s um lodide.

Contained 270 parts per million
of sulphite nreservative 1{ex-
pressed  as  sulphur  dioxide)
without declaration.

Action Taken

Vendor cautioned.
Packers communicated
with regarding excess
of ingredients and
deletion of “B.P.1932"
from label.

Vendor interviewed.
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Carcases and Offal inspected and condemned in whole or

in part

Cattle

excluding
Cows

Cows

Calves

Sheep
&
Lambs

Pigs

Horses

MNumber killed (if known)

MNumber Inspected .........

All diseases excepl
Tuberculosis & Cysticerci
Whole carcases con-

dernmedy. i v isa ssneaas

Carcases of which some
part or organ was con-
1 [0 e e e B S e

Percentage of the
number inspected
affected with disease
ather than tuberculosis
and cysticerci- ............

Tuberculosis only
Whole carcases con-
dEmped: . i e

Carcases of which some
part or organ wias con-
B[] T

Percentage of the
number inspected
affected with tuberculo-
5i5.

...........................

Cysticercosis @

Carcases of which some
part or organ was con-
demmped. .....ocovevimnir e

Carcases submitted to
treatment by refrigera-
tion.

........................

Generalised and totally
CONAEMNES, .cccvvanuesions

Nil

Nil

Ml

404
464

Nil

1.5

Nil

Nil

Nil

Mil
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Acute Poliomyelitis

the Urban District since 1933 :—

INFECTIOUS DISEASES

There was one confirmed case of non-paralytic poliomyelitis
during the year.

The following table gives the incidence of poliomyelitis in

Year

Age incidence under
I vear

Over 1 year

0-2
mths.

3-5

6-8

9-11

|
mths. | mths. | mths.

\T.

1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958

TOTAL

=]

VIS,

VI'S.

Total

-
L e B e WD ] = )

Ty

2 36

67
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TUBERCULOSIS
MNew cases and mortality during 1958

Age
Periods

NEW CASES

DEATHS

Respiratory

Non-
Respiratory

Respiratory

Non-
Respiratory

M.

F. M.

F.

M.

F. | M. F.

Under 5
Years
5-14 ,,
15-24 ,,
25-44 ,
45-64 ,,
65 and

over

[

L

Totals

9

L#y

e ]

14

Nil

Nil

‘Tuberculosis, New Cases and Mortality — 1948-1958

NEW CASES DEATHS
: Non- , MNon-
Respiratory | Respiratory | Respiratory | oo piratory

Year M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F.
1948 17 10 3 5 3 4 |
1949 12 12 | (i} 3 [} - -
1930 13 6 - 2 B 2 —_—
1951 18 8 4 1 ] | 1 —_
1952 16 5 2 I f 2 =
1953 12 12 2 3 4 -— -
1954 11 7 4 4 1 l
1955 i) 5 - | | == — ==
o5 |l &l o = s AR
1957 7 5 | =
osg | ol 51 — | 3 FrE —
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ANNUAL REPORT
of the
CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR
for the
YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER, 1958

To the Chairman and Members of the
Urban District Council of Urmston.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The past year has brought many difficuliies because of
staff shortage. The departure of tramned Public Health
Inspectors to other authorities offering more lucrative appoint-
ments, with the impossibility of obtaining adequate replace-
ments in a highly competitive market. has proved a serious
obstacle to the smooth and efficient operation of the
department.

In the housing field the department has been engaged
clearing up what remained of the slum clearance programme,
and as could be expected the remaining properties which
form this residual are border line cases, and as such present
their own peculiar difficulties.

With the exception of holidays and short periods of
labour difficulties, the weekly cycle of refuse collection has
been well maintained, and scrious complaints have been
negligible. Refuse disposal has been mechanised by the
provision of a bulldozer and scraper. with the advantages
of more speedy turn round of vchicles. greater control of
tipping operations. elimination of many distasteful manual
tasks and it i1s hoped. a considerable financial saving.

Largely because the Trafford Park Cold Stores is situated
within the Urban District. the inspectors of the department
have been called upon to play an active part in the inspection
of considerable quantities of imported foodstuffs and this.,
together with the supervision necessary at a large food
preparation factory. has absorbed the greater part of one
inspector’s available time during the year.

May I again record my appreciation for the help I have
received from the Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Sharpe,
and every member of the department’s staff. and for the active
support of the Chairman and members of the Health Com-
mittee.

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen.
Your obedient servant,
WILLIAM WOOD,

Chief Public Health Inspector

and Cleansing Superintendeni.
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COMPLAINIS

The number of complaints received and confirmed during
the year increascd sharply, as compared with 1957, the
increase is without any scrious significance however,

The one major continuing nuisance which year by year
gives rise 10 many complaints, all more or less justified. is the
stenca arising from that vital waterway “The Manchester
Ship Canal.” With the advent of summer weather the
cmanaticns given off from this highly polluted water.
particularly at times when the larger vessels are passing, is
such as to make living conditions near the canal well nigh
intolerable.

Whilst the Officers of the department feel a constant
scnse of frustration and irritation at this state of affairs, there
15 hittle doubt that a remedy for the nuisance i1s not yet to
hand. although one would imagine that intensive investigation
of the problem by the controlling authority was long overdue.

Total number of complaints investigated ........ 617
Total number of complaints confirmed ... 526
Total number of visits (including re-visits) ... 1576
Number
MNature of Complaint Received Confirmed

Accumulations ... 14 12
Animals so-kept ... 4 3
Atmospheric Pollution ... 19 16
Dirty premises - —_—
Flooding ... 1] B
Housing Defects ... 153 141
Obstructed drains ... 107 102
Overcrowding 3 -
Rats and Mice ... 157 119
Other vermin 69 69
Miscellaneous 8l 56
617 526

ABATEMENT OF NUISANCES
Notices served during the year comprised :—

Informal Statutory
163 77

On no occasion was il necessary to institute legal pro-
ceedings.
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INSPECTION OF THE DISTRICT

The total number of visits made by the Council’s Public
Health Inspectors for all purposes is set out below :-

Accumulations ... el p , 26
Animals kept as to he A nuisance, etc. : 26
Council Houses ; i S
Caravans, etc. .. e i gt T
Drainage "Work L'Mu.,u. Butldll'lul 362
Drainage Work (existing Buildings) 301
Dwellinghouses—re Complaints 1460
s re Overcrowding ... T 12
it re Infectious Disease ... 171
5 re Dirty and Verminous i 4
% re Housing Acts 168
+ re Rent Act .. : . 156
e re Improvement Grants ... 21
Daiiies oo f
Factories  (Mechanical, Non-Mechanical), Qul-
Workers', Work Places ... ... 3w 156
Food Premises ... o . ! 08
Flooding of Cellars etc. : ; : 47
Hairdressers 3
Ice-Cream Premises 43
Interviews with Owners, Contractors, etc. 143
Market, Food Stalls, Fairs, etc. ; 91
Mortuary | 2 12
Offensive Trades i T Ll 10
Petroleum . s Seif 127
Public Houses and Cinemas i 5
Public Cleansing—Refuse Tip 275
= Other Visits : 2549
Public Conveniences .. it ; SRt 72
Rodent Control ; . )
Sampling Visits . 128
Shops i : : 34
Slaughterhouse ... . e 45
Smoke Abatement and .»-".tmnspher:u Pollution - 39
Swimming Bath Pl ; 2
Schools S e S 6
Special Visits—Work in Progress, etc. 61
Miscellaneous S 418
TOTAL 5,427

page Iweniy-eign



HOUSING AUTS, 1936-57

Although the greater part of the Council’s slum clearance
programme has now been dealt with, one fairly large area
was inspected during the pericd comprising 25 dwelling
houses and 5 shop propertiecs. Whether this area is dealt
with by the ordinary processes of slum clearance or other
available means has yet to be determined. but consultations
are now taking place to secure demolition of the property
and the future orderly development of the siie.

The following dwelling houses unfit for human habita-
tion were demolished during the year :—

learance ATBAR i 13
Individual Unfit Houses ................... 9

In no case was it necessary to resort to an Inquiry. nor
was any house the subject of an Appeal. The number of
persons rehoused by the Housing Department was 25 and
comprised 10 famuly units.

Under the provisions of the Housing Acts 1949-54. 9
houses were inspected in collaboration with the Surveyor’s
Department following applications for improvement grants. In
a number of cases fairly extensive repairs were carried out
in addition to the required improvements.

Mo case of statutory over-crowding came to light during
the year. but instances of congested living conditions were
dealt with informally either by re-arrangement of accom-
modation or by recommendation to the Housing Department.,

As in previous years a considerable number of visits by
inspectors of the department in connection with housing
conditions were initiated by the Medical Officer of Health
and Housing Manager, usually following representation by
medical practitioners asking for special consideration for
patients. Each of these cases was the subject of a special
report.
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HOUSING DEFECTS (Detailed Analysis)

Out- Out-

standing Recorded | Remedied standing
Description L 1958
Ceiling Plaster ... 15 32 24 73

Dampness ......... 53 74 92 35
Eavesgutters

R.W.Psetc....... 34 133 114 33
Fireplaces,

Grates etc. ...... 6 19 19 6
FloOrs ...coeenenn. 10 15 20 3
Bl o 36 6Y 85 20
Sinks, Lavatory E

Basins etc. ...... 5 14 12 7
Walls,

{pointing etc.) ... 22 52 42 32
Wall Plaster ...... 30 58 46 42
W.C. Soil Pipes

B el b 9 24 26 7
Windows, Sash-

Cords etc. ...... 94 82 | 935
Woodwork ...... 14 17 24 7
Yards, Paths...... 6 9 i2
Miscellaneous ... 21 20 29 12

355 618 626 347

The above figures do not include defects found in
dwellings inspected under the following heads :—
RENT ACT 1957
IMPROVEMENT GRANT APPLICATIONS
CLEARANCE AREAS

RENT ACT 1957
APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATES OF DISREPAIR
Ist January—31st December, 1958

(1) Number of application for certificates ................... 53
(2)  Number of decisions not to issue certificates ... NIL
(3) Number of decisions to issue certificates :

{a) in respect of some but not all defects ................ 36

(0} an respect of all delels .......ccimiisriens e . 1¥
(4) Number of underiakings given by landlords ........ 42
(5) Number of undertakings refused by local authority NIL
{6} Number of certificates assued ... 22
(7)  Applications for cancellation of certificates of

0 LT e S e o me e NS e Sl s s e C 10

page thirty




INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

Food and Drugs Act

The sampling of foodstuffs under the provisions of the
above Act continues to be carried out by officers of the
Tounty Council, details of which are included in the report
of the Medical Officer of Health.

Food Hygiene Regulations

There has been a marked improvement in the handling
of foodstuffs since these regulations came into general
operation, in particular shopkeepers and stall-holders dealing
with open foodstuffs are now taking the clementary pre-
cautions to preveni contamination. and the provision of
cquipment such as refrigerated windows and serving counters
is becoming much more common.

Whilst 1t has been necessary from time to time to draw
to the attention of food purveyors minor infringements of
the regulations. on no occasion was it felt that the offence
wias so serious as to justify the nstitution of legal proceedings.

Food Preparation and Manufacture

Food processing carried on in a large factory in the
district has been given close and detailed attention, and
although it would doubtless be highly desirable to have a
Public Health Inspector stationed here permanently, the
present staffing position precludes such an arrangement. The
aforementioned Company prepares a wide range of canned
meat and vegetable products. and a considerable guantity of
the former is exported and fairly stringent conditions are
imposed by many of the importing nations—particularly does
this apply to the American Continent.

Latterly a new line of business has been opened up,
namely the slaughter and preparation of pouliry for sale
either as whole birds or jointed dishes ready for the oven.
This undertaking is now generally described as the *“Broiler
Industry™ and the firm 1s dealing with as many as 7.000 birds
per week. This new departure has caused some concern,
primarily because no precedents were available as to the
correct methods of approach. and standards have had to be
developed whilst the work proceeded.

The following table shows the quantity of meat examined
during the year .(—
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Type Quantity
Beet—
Hindquarters ......... 11011
Foregquariers . ... 14046
Miscellaneous Cuts 13561

Tons Cwis. Qrs. Lb.

Boneless Beel : 643 3 3 21
Kidneys 17 8 I 15

Cold Store, Trafford Park

As in previous years a considerable amount of time was
spent by inspectors of the department in detailed examination
of foodstuffs, largely imported. held in this Cold Store. and
one problem of some magnitude presented itself during the
period, namely the unsatisfactory bacteriological conditions
of a number of consignments of frozen liquid egg and dried
cgg.

After intensive sampling it was found that in many cases
infection was such as to necessitate either re-export to the
producer in the country of origin, or compulsory pasteurisa-
tion. A total of 105 cases of dried egg and 162 x 22 lb. tins
of frozen hen egg were dealt with by re-export.

Food Hawkers

Under the provisions of the Lancashire County Council
(Rivers Board and General Powerse Act) 1938, 7 hawkers of
foodstuffs and 7 storage premises are registered with the
local authority.

Three new applications were made during the year and
after inspection registration was granted.

Slaughtering Facilities

The one small slaughterhouse situated in the district has
continued to operate. This is an admirable establishment
which. although not of new construction, has been modernised
and provided with all necessary modern equipment. The
number of animals slaughtered for food totalled 464 sheep
and lambs.

With the passing into law of the Slaughterhouses Act
and the necessity of preparing a Slaughterhouse report for
submission to the appropriate Government Department. a
census of opinton of all local butchers was obtained on the
desirability of the Council supporting a plan for a new
abattoir in Phillips Park, Manchester.
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The survey revealed mixed feelings amongst the trade.
a number of butchers being somewhat critical of the suggested
site, particularly as to the increased distances that meat would
have to conveyed. This, in their opinion, will unfavourably
affect the retail price of meat in this area.

Inspection and Condemnation of Meat and Other Foods

The following table gives details of foodstuffs which
were the subject of voluntary surrender during the year. On
no occasion was it found necessary to make an official
seizure,

Quantities

Tons Cwis. Qrs Lb.

Chicken et I 1 i
Cheese......... ; : 7 I 1 18
Coconut ..... 21

Granulated Sugar 184
Kidneys i T o 17
Liver 2 16)
Margarine ; ; : 17
Rolled Oats anre, I 21
Swiss Rolls Gk . it
4 | 213

Tins

Creamed Rice ; ) L 3
Coffee ; e : 2
Chicken Fillets Sedi : ; 29
Frozen Whole Egg ! o 1
Fish ... : ; a 20
Fruit....--. plerirg 5.2 352
Jam and Marmalade ; i)
Milk and Cream ... i s 17
Meat Products 195
Orange Juice b et 13
Soup : ; s 7
Vegetables i .. . 157
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Food Premises

There are 344 food premises in the area comprising the

following :—
General Grocers and Provision Dealers .................. 89
Greengrocers and Fruiterers (including those selling
U] VY [ e R e e 31
Fishmongers (including those selling poultry, game,
T e S e S 2
Meat Shops (butchers. purveyors of cooked and
preserved meats, MHpe, e . v 39
Bakers and/or Confectioners .............ccccooieiinnn 22
T [ T e | o e B e s cum- o o 15

Shops selling mainly sugar confectionery, minerals.
o] e | P o o et S s S |
Licensed premises. clubs. canteens. restaurants.
cafes, snack bars and similar catering establish-

i | T e S b ERS A e L 86
OINBER: coii e —n riss o ro s Sl s Sl o 28
The number of food premises registered are as under :—

Type of Legislation under which Number at
Business registration effected 31.12. 58
Manufacturer or dealer | Urmston U.D.C.
In ice-cream Act, 1935
Section 89 04
Fish Fryer .... Urmston U.D.C.
Act. 1935
Section 87 16
Manufacturer of Urmston U.D.C.
Sausages and Cooked Act, 1935
BIEREs: oo Section 87 23
Food Hawkers Lancashire County Coun-
cil (Rivers Board and
General Powers)  Act,
1938
Section 115 ... 7

Milk Control

Routine sampling of milk was again satisfactorily carried

out with the following results.

BIOLOGICAL METHYLENE : ;
(T.B.) BLUE PHOSPHATASE TURBIDITY
Mo, Pos. | MNeg. Mo, Sat. |Unsat. | No Sat. [Unsat.] No. Sat. |Unsat.
1 — 1 26 26 - 26 26 — 17 17 —
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lce-Cream

The following tabular statement shows the number of
samples of ice-cream obtained and submitied for examination
with the provisional grading.

Number of Methylene Blue
samples Provisional Grade
| 2 3 4
17 15 2 ‘ = ’ -
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ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION

Public Inquiry

In November an application by Messrs. Petro-Chemicals
Ltd.. to extend their boiler plant and in so doing to erect a
300ft. stack to disperse the waste gases evolved, was brought
to Public Inquiry stage by the strong opposition of Local
Authorities constituting the Standing Conference on Atmos-
pheric Pollution in this area, supported by seven Authorities
outside this group.

At the Inquiry it was stated that the three new boilers
to be installed each capable of raising 120 Ibs. of steam per
hour, would ultimately be emitting by way of the new stack
36 tons of sulphur dioxide per day.

After a long hearing at which Counsel for the
Opposition contested strenuously the reasonableness of
allowing such quantities of 50* to be discharged into an
already heavily polluted area, it was urged that.—

I. Due importance should be attached to the existing
degree of pollution.

2. Cause an examination to be made of all possibie
safeguards, namely:—

(a) the latest development of research as in gas
scrubbing, e.g. Simon Carves method of scrubb-
ing by means of ammonia liquor;

(b} the use by the Company of a greater proportion
of sulphur free fuel;

(¢) the application to the plant so far as may be
appropriate of provisions in The Alkah Act;

(d) ensure conditions that will bring the Petro-
Chemicals Plant within the orbit of any scientific
advances in the field of Clean Air Research.

The findings of the Minister of Fuel and Power are
awaited.
Smoke Control Area

Officers of the department are at present engaged on the
preliminary work necessary before the submission of wne
Council’s” proposals to the Minister.

It is hoped that Smoke Conirol Area No. 1 will have
had the Minister’s formal approbation early in the new
year when work will commence in earnest.
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Prior Approval of Furnaces

A number of applications under this head was received
during the year and given the Council’s formal approval.
None of these applications were for large installations how-
ever.

General

There was a perceptable improvement during the year oi
emissions from steam raising plant in the industrial zone.
it was fairly evident that the majorily of industrialists and
their managerial staff are conscious of the problem of aerial
pollution and in general are co-operative. A minority,
however. forming a small hard core of resistance still regard
the drive for a cleaner atmosphere uas being the exclusive
province of cranks or bigots.

INFECTIOUS DISEASE

The inspectors made 171 visits in connection wiih
notifiable infectious disease during the year.

DISINFESTATION

The complete disinfestation service esiablished by the
department has again proved sausfactory, and it was
apparent that rate-payers making use oi the department’s
officer concerned with this work were very appreciative of
the help he was able to afford.

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949

Rodent Control

Sewer maintenance treatments were carried out success-
fully and following the introduction of warfarin treatment.
results obtained were very encouraginz and only minor
pockets of infestation are now being discovered.

Inspections of dwellings, industrial premises, tips and
water courses were systematically carried out and particular
attention was given to new building sites.  Complaints
received and confirmed increased over last year’s figures, but
there was no significant difference in major or minor rat
infestations.  Both major and minor mice nfestations
decreased slightly in comparison with the previous year.

It 1s gratifying to note that the steady fall in the rat
population in the industrial area of Trafford Park has becn
maintained.

Co-operation between the department and members of
the Divisional Rodent Officers’ staff has continued to be
maintained in a cordial manner.
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Type of Property
L I | Dwell i}}ulﬂ:imr
oci a1 icul- ;
Auth- K:: Aﬂ:i'i” I:rll.jl-:;cin.::s:.ns: Total
ority Houses industrial)
Number of prupcrtiés in
Local Authority’s district 25 113394 | 1e 1250 146835
Number of properties
inspected ......ocinenins 9 118 16 149 292
MNumber of infestations
RATS, — Majer......... 3 1 5 9 18
Minor......... 5 45 3 43 96
MICE, — Major......... 1 Nil Nil 10 i
Minor......... | HNil 41 Nil 17 58
Number of infested
properties treated by
Local Authority......... 9 87 8 79 183
Poisons used—Zinc Phosphide......... 6lbs. 11 ozs.
Warfarin ...o.coieiais 3 1bs. 7 ozs.
Bait used—Sausage Rusk ......... Jeowt. 3qrs. 19 lbs.
Fine Qatmeal ......... lcwt. 1qr. 23 1bs.
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MORTUARY

The Flixton Mortuary maintained by the department
was not used during the year.

SHOPS ACT, 1950

No punitive action was necessary against any shop-
keeper for failing to comply with the restrictive provisions of
this Act. in general Closing Hours and Weekly Half-day
Closiizng appear to be approved of by the majority of trades
people.

The following Orders are at present in force in tie
Urban District:—
Urmston (Fish, Fruit and Vegetables) Shops Weekly
Half-Holiday Order, 1939,
Urmston Shops Partial Exemption Order, 1938,

The County of Lancaster Weekly (Half-Holiday) Closing
Order, 1937.

Urban District of Urmston Closing Order No. 1.

PUBLIC CONVENIENCES

The additional conveniences which the Council propose
1o erect were not commenced during the year. some diflicuity
being experienced in acquiring suitable sites.

Recurring damage to existing structures was again a
source of worry to the department. for guite apart from the
cost of the repairs it is disturbing that gangs of hooligans
can make these public amenities the object of their infanule
humour without being detected.

The question of the hours of opening was discussed by
the Health Committee and it was decided as an experiment
that all conveniences, with the exception of that situated in
Trafford Park. should be available for public use at all
times night and day. To date this innovation has proved
successful.

Conveniences i service in the district are as under:—

Situation Males Eemales
Station Road 2 W.Cs 6 Urinals I WCs
Davvhulme Circle 7l g s
Moorside Road ) [ 220 !
Church Road P A £ A
Maosley Road

(Trafford Park) I . 3 - 2
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MARINE STORES DEALERS

Section 86 of the Public Health Acts (Amendment) Act,
1907 has been adopted by the Council and the following
Dealers are registered: —

Marine Store Dealers .............occoociine 2
Dealer in Old Metal ............cccoovvvene. 2

RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS
ACT, 1951

Three premises are registered under the above Act and
during the year one sample of Grey Millpuff was taken
and submitted for analysis. the report of which was satis-
factory.

STORAGE OF PETROLEUM SPIRIT

In accordance with the provisions of the Petroleum
(Consolidation) Act, 1928), the Council approved the issue
of eighty-one licences covering the storage of 1,338,503 gallons
af petroleum or petroleum derivatives, together with four
licences in respect of the keeping of 9,442 tons of calcium
carbide.

During the year the Council agreed o a series of
licensing conditions based on a Model Code i1ssued by the
Home Office governing the storage of petroleum as follows.

(a) Constructional requirements for Petrol Filling

Stations.
(b) Petrol Filling Stations—Conditions subject to which
Petroleum Spirit and Petroleum mixtures is granted.
(c) Constructional Requirements which should be
complied with before a licence to store Petroleum
Spirit 1n drums and other receptacles is granted.
(d) Storage of Petroleum Spirit in cans, drums and
other receptacles — Conditions subject to which
Petroleum Spirit and Mixtures Licence is granted.
(e) Special conditions appertaining to those licensed
premises upon which Petrol/Oil Mixture Dispensers
are sited.

In adapting the Model Code to meet the requirements
of the Urban District the department was fortunate in having
the valuable assistance of the Fire Prevention Branch of the
Lancashire County Fire Brigade.
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PUBLIC CLEANSING

Departmental Transport

The vehicles operated by the Cleansing Section of the
department are reaching that stage when repair costs are
causing serious concern. Although not unserviceable, some
of the older Dennis vehicles have become uneconomic.

In the next financial year it will be highy desirable to
consider the replacement of at least those two units purchased
immediately after the war.

Transport in operation is as follows:—

Two Dennis 10 cubic vards Side-loaders ............ 1946
One Dennis 10 cubic yards Side-loader ... 1948
One Dennis 10 cubic yards Side-loader ......... 1949
One 5.D). 24 cubic yards Rear-loader ................ 1949
One Dennis 10 cubic yards Side-loader ... 1951
One Austin Luton-type Van ................ 1953
One Dennis Gully Emptier. 1,000 gallons . . 1955

One S.D. 16 cubic yvards Fore & Aft Rear-loader 1957

Labour Problems

Although it was found possible to oblain a certain
number of recruits to the service, in general the standard of
avallable labour was by no means that which could be
desired for one reason or another. Not more than 33°¢ of
workmen engaged stayed more than a few days. putting the
department to considerable expense and causing more than a
little disorganisation in the collection rounds. Fortunately
for the district. a small band of loyal workmen. all of many
years service, has remained with the department in fair
weather and foul—without these servants a vital public health
service could never have been maintained and may have
lapsed into chaos.

Complaints

As could be expected with a service so close to the
public. complaints are received, some justifiable, many un-
reasonable. It is indeed remarkable that the more regular
and frequent the collection service for household refuse
becomes the more exacting the demands of certain house-
holders.

Refuse Disposal

After a close examination of the problem the Health
Committee decided that in the future the effective disposal of
house and trade wastes could only be ensured by the pro-
vision of mechanical aids at the disposal point in the
Meadows and authority was given for the purchase of a
Bristol Tip Master (bulldozer) and 11 cubic yard Scraper.
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This equipment was brought into operation on the Ist Sept-
ember and has proved extremely efficient, so that not only
is a considerable financial saving possible, bui many dis-
agreeable manual tasks have been eliminated.

Due to the diversion of the River Mersey where 1t
borders the Council’s disposal site in the Meadows, an area
of land forming part of the old river bad has become avail-
able for tipping purposes—subject to the Council being able
to agree with the present owners as to purchase price: e —the
land should prove a valuable addition to the department’s
available outlets for the disposal of domestic and industrial
wasles.

Trade refuse brought by industrial undertakings to the
tip again showed a considerable increase, being 25% up on
the previous year, income from this source reaching £550.
There are, however, certain trade wastes which cannot be
handled in the Meadows due to their character. Residual
oils and chemical compounds which in the past have caused
objectionable pollution in water courses and surrounding
pasturage have had to be prohibited.

(General

As the tempo of house building increases so does the
number of bins to be emptied week by week, most rounds
becoming larger and taking a greater time betwe:zn turn-
round. The number of bins in use in the district total 14,224
and the domestic refuse collected and disposed of amounted
to 12,323 tons. Domestic and trade refuse together deposited
in the Meadows was estimated as 19.063 tons.

Dust Bin Replacement Scheme

The replacement of household dust bins as a rate-borne
service continued during the year, 1,330 old containers were
replaced by the new B.S.S. bins of 3} cu. ft. capacity. To
date 8,111 bin replacements have been made, and the annual
charge is equal to 0.906d. of a penny rate.

Cleansing Costs

The following table shows the comparative cost of this
service for the year 1957-58.
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SALVAGE

The amount of general salvage collected during the year
showed a slight reduction and prices were very low. With
the exception of waste paper it was doubtful, in view of the
labour and effort involved, whether it was economic to carry
on with segregation and nmrfu:tlnﬂ Margins are now so
narrow that they virtually dl&-dppﬁdr with ever increasing
overheads and low market prices.

In April a somewhat disastrous fire occurred in the
salvage shed, holding up work for a considerable time and
destroying a large section of the buildings and the paper
stocks held there. However, it was decided to take advant-
age of the situation and extend the storage accommodation
at the same time that reinstatement work was being carried
out. When completed the storage facilities were greatly
improved.

Receipts from all sources during the period totai
£4.361/13/1d. £211 less than the year 1957.
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