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SECTION A.—GEOGRAFHICAL AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE AREA,

The wurban district comprises the three townships of
Urmston, Flixton and Davyhulme in the County Palatine of
Lancaster and is situated some six miles south-west of the City
and County Borough of Manchester. In shape the district is an
irregular triangle formed into an isthmus by the natural
boundaries of the River Mersey along the south and the
Manchester Ship Canal (which is the canalised River Irwell) on
the west and north taking the extreme points. The district
measures approximately 328 miles from north to south and 3-37
miles from east to west, and covers an area of 4,799 acres of land.
In contour there is little variation, the average level being 65 feet
above the Ordnance datum.

The population at the 1931 Census was 9,284 persons
and at the 1951 Census 39.233. The estimated population mid-
1953 as computed by the Registrar General was 39.040. The
number of inhabited houses at the end of the year, according to
the rate books, was 12,496, rateable value £334,036 and the sum
represented by a penny rate £1,330.

Predominately residential in character, the district has
developed rapidly in recent years. In the township of Urmston
is the greatest concentration of older houses, large and small, as
well as substantial modern residential property, and the main
shopping centre.

The townships of Flixton and Davyhulme are mainly
comprised of modern residential estates, pleasantly interspersed
with abundant open spaces and two golf courses. The most
northerly part of Davyhulme comprises more than half of Trafford
Park and except for a few isolated manufactories the industries of
the district are all concentrated in this area in which are situated
some eighty factories and employing between them about 16,000
workpeople. The industries in Trafford Park include storage and
distribution of petroleum, rubber proofing, oil refining, food
products, electrical and mechanical engineering, manufacture of
asbestos, steel, wire. chemicals, furniture, textile machinery, soap
and detergents, also cold stores, warehouses and electricity
generating station.

VITAL STATISTICS.

LIVE BIRTHS.— Births registered were 606 legitimate, 15
illegitimate, total 621, representing a birth rate of 159 per
thousand of the estimated population. The birth rate shows an
increase compared with 1952 when the rate was 13-7.

STILLBIRTHS.— The number registered was 11 which
is equal to a rate of 17 per 1.000 total births.
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The total number of live births and stillbirths for the
rast five years is shown in the following table: —

Total Live Hlegitimate

Year. Births. Births. Stillbirths.
Lo 621 11
| S g 532 13
| Ey et 603 14
PG = 623 15
1949 ot 673 15

GENERAL DEATH RATE.— The total number of deaths
during the year was 363 representing a crude death rate of 9-3
per thousand of the estimated population, the lowest recorded
since 1938.

A detailed analysis of the causes of death is shown in
the table on page 6.

The following table gives particulars of deaths during the
past five years: —

Crude Death Rate
Number of per 1,000
Year. Deaths. Estimated Population.
L R el 363 9-3
|| e R 407 10-5
| | Mt 445 11-5
|6 6o | I e 401 10-3
1 bt L 422 10-8

INFANT MORTALITY.—[he number of deaths of infants
under 1 year of age was 9 which represents a rate of 14 per 1,000
live births, a decrease compared with 1952, when the mortality
rate was 21, Infant mortality during the past five years is shown
in the following table : —

Number of Rate per
Year. Deaths. 1,000 Live Births.
1983 o 9 14
19528 o 11 21
LS s 7 10
19SS oo 13 21
1949 21 31



NEO-NATAL MORTALITY.— During 1953 there were
eight deaths of infants under the age of one month, which gives
a mortality rate of 13 per 1,000 live births. During the past five
vears neo-natal deaths were as follows:—

Number of Death Rate per
Year. Deaths. 1,000 Live Births.
| o R R 8 13
1L G S ey 8 15
| B W 4 7
| fo ) (R st 5 8
|12 L TR 11 16

MATERNAL MORTALITY.— For the second year in
succession there were no deaths reported due to * maternal
causes.” The following table gives particulars of maternal deaths
for the past five years: —

Number of Death Rate per
Year. Deaths. 1,000 Total Births.
| L L Nil Nil
| Bl I i Nil Nil
1y (R T 1 1-62
POS0 o saes 1 1-57
POAG: 5 aiiun 2 291
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CAUSES OF DEATH DURING THE YEAR 1953.

Causes. M F.
Tuberculosis, Respitatory ... :comeqcsomisimmeromnenss 2 —
Tuberonlosis, BHher . i — —
Syphilific IHEeASe ... .o ms foimbn i o e 1 -
EIBTRBETA: .. o oot i e ot S — =
Whoaping CoUEh «. i i e — —
Meningococcal Infections ............ bR D 2 1
Acite Polomvelllis: .. oo o co s d: ] —
Mengles oo R s e — —
Other Infective and Parasitic Diseases ............ — _—
Malignant Neoplasm, Stomach ..................... T 8
Malignant Neoplasm, Lung, Bronchus ............ 12 2
Malignant Neoplasm, Breast ........................ 9
Malignant Neoplasm, Uterus ........................ —- 3
Other Malignant and Lymphatic Neoplasms ...... 20 10
Eenkamia, Alenksmia *. . oons o ananai — 1
BT e o L Pt e T L L IR T e e 1 1
Vascular Lesions of Nervous System ............... 22 22
Coronary Disease, Anging ... ... 28 19
Hypertension with Heart Disease .................. 3 12
Cer Heart PiBeage . . ool 2 19 23
Other Circulatory Disease ................ e, 9 8
| 1§ e BORB R e e e e 1 1
|1 or §11 0111 ool O S S s 3 RS N T 5 3
Bronchifis. il e e 22 15
Other Diseases of Respiratory System ............ | 1
Ulcer of Stomach and Duodenum .................. 1 2
Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrheea ..................... — —_
Nephmtiz: and NMephrosis oo 2 1
Hyperplazia.ofiProstate. - e s S —
Pregnancy, Childbirth, Abortion ..................... — —
Congenital Malformations ..............coovvviinenn. 1 3
Other Defined and Ill-defined Diseases ............ 15 15
Motor Vehicle ACCIdents. ..o ivnradvmneassvanis 2 1
All Other Accidents .......... i e e A 8 7
STHEIAS | Gi i e e s 0 1
Homicide, and Operations of War .................. — —

194 169




SECTION B.—GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH
SERVICES FOR THE AREA.

LABORATORY FACILITIES.—With the exception of
swimming bath water all examinations are undertaken by the
Public Health Laboratory Service, Manchester. Samples of
swimming bath water are submitted to the Clinical Research
Association Ltd., London.

A total of 203 examinations was carried out during 1953,
made us as follows:—

THEOAl SWaDE . o i e i e s 15
Nasal S e Tk, e e e 9y 9
Aural e NIy . TR G W 3
Eye R 2
| T e WL B b S Lo Ay, SR Yoy . 100 48
Swab from Impetigo Blister ............... |
AR 3111 e e S s e S 1
Milk : —

dubetele Bacillt | ..ooiuiiiiu o 7

Methylene Blue Reduction Test ...... 40

FPhosphatase. Test . .oc0o i 34

LT 01 e S e e M 5
|FEE B /i | e g I A il |l i 24
Drinking Water:—

Chemmeal . e e e e |

Baetertalogical = e 1
Swimming Bath Water: —

Bagtertologreals 0l vt 4

Chemacal = o e e 4
Food : —

B BUtier L. 0 o e s AT A 1

Tapned Cream’ © v s, 3

LOCAL LEGISLATION.—The Urmston Urban
District Council Act, 1935, confers powers on the Council,
additional to those found in the Public General Acts, for the
improvement, health and good government of the district.

The Urmston Urban District Council Act, 1949, provides
the Council with the necessary powers for the development and
maintenance of the District Heating service on the Woodsend and
Calderbank housing estates at Flixton. The Act also authorises
the Council to make further and better provision for the improve-
ment, health and local government of the district.
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The following adoptive Acts of Parliament are in force
in the district:—

Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1890 (Parts III and 1V).

Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907 (Part II (other
than Section 31) and Part IV).

Public Health Act, 1925 (Parts II and VI).
Private Street Works Act, 1892,

Byelaws made by the Council relating to the following
are in force:—

Cemetery.

Houses Let in Lodgings.

Transport of Food.

New Buildings.

Pleasure Fairs.

Sterilisation of Animal Feeding Meat.
Hairdressers and Barbers.

Handling, Wrapping and Sale of Food.

MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS.— There are 16 doctors resi-
dent in the district and about ten residing in neighbouring districts
who practise in the area.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948.— The living condi-
tions of a number of elderly people who are without adequate
means of care are a source of anxiety, and under the provisions
of this Act official action was necessary in three cases for com-
pulsory removal to hospital or other institution.

SECTION C.—SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF
THE AREA.

WATER SUPPLY.—This is supplied by the Manchester
Corporation; the quality is excellent and the quantity sufficient.
Water is supplied from the public mains to all dwellinghouses with
the exception of three which are supplied from wells. No liability
to plumbo-solvent action has been noticed nor any evidence as to
contamination by lead. One bacteriological examination and one
chemical analysis were carried out during the year and the results
were satisfactory in each case.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.—The sewage from the
township of Davyhulme is received and treated at the Sewage Dis-
posal Works of the Manchester Corporation at Davyhulme.
Sewage from Urmston and Flixton is received at the Council’s
Sewage Works at Flixton.



A scheme has been prepared for the reconstruction of
the Flixton Sewage Works. It comprises new screening chambers
and an extension of the storm water tanks, four new percolating
filters for double filtration and humus tanks, the latter being
supplementary to the existing filter beds and humus tanks. The
scheme will provide complete treatment for the whole of the
development envisaged in the area served by these works.

Negotiations were commenced in early 1950 between the
Council and the Ministry of Housing and Local Government in
respect of proposals to construct two new pumping stations at
Carrington Road and Church Road, Flixton. Approval was
received in May, 1953, and work was commenced at the Church
Road project in July, 1953, and is still in progress.

SANITARY ACCOMMODATION AT END OF 1953,

e iaE NhHens i s e 1
.»» Closets attached to middens ............... 1

i oA OEIOREE S e b ol Sl Kol das i 11

» Dry Ashpits (excluding middens) ......... Nil

» Movable Ashbins for Refuse ............... 13,160

= e RO IR o S I e s 21

» Waste-water Closets ................coevvenne. 39
Fresh-water Closets ... ......covioimmesines 12.896

PUBLIC CLEANSING.—Refuse collection, refuse disposal,
and street gully emptying are carried out under the supervision of
the Chief Sanitary Inspector and street sweeping is under the con-
trol of the Surveyor. The whole of the house and trade refuse is
collected by modern mechanical vehicles and removed to a tip
owned by the Council in the Urmston Meadows, where it is dis-
posed of exclusively by controlled tipping.

Street gully emptying is carried out by a specially designed
motor vehicle of 750 gallons capacity.

Since October, 1951, the provision of domestic dustbins
has been a rate-borne service.

~ CAMPING SITES.—There are no such sites, either military
or civilian, within the Urban District.

SMOKE ABATEMENT.— There are 80 factory and works
chimneys in the district and during the year 34 smoke observations
were taken. The time limit allowed for emission of black smoke
is two minutes per half hour.



The Council is engaged with the neighbouring local
authorities of Stretford, Sale, Eccles, Irlam and Bucklow in a
scientific investigation in the incidence of atmospheric pollution
over the combined area by new industrial undertakings. The
Council is advised by and has the technical and administrative
assistance of officers of the Manchester and District Regional
Smoke Abatement Committee.

SWIMMING BATHS AND POOLS.— Situated on a site of
one and a half acres the Council owns a modern indoor baths
consisting Df a swimming pool, slipper baths, showers and dressing
halls for both sexes, committee room, offices, and cafe balcony.
The pool, which is one hundred feet in length, thirty-six feet in
width at each end and sixty-four feet across the centre, is of
unusual design, departing from the usual rectangular shape by
having a circular expansion at the centre. Its capacity is 180,000
gallons and it accommodates comfortably about one hundred and
eighty bathers at any one time. The water, constantly circulating
through the filters at a mean temperature of about 70 degrees
Farenheit is chlorinated and aerated.

Eight samples of water were taken from the swimming
pool and submitted for bacteriological and chemical examination
and the results in each case showed the water to be quite safe
for bathing purposes.

DISINFESTATION.-Twenty-six Council houses and 47
privately-owned houses were found to be vermin infested and dis-
infestation was carried out in each case by the use of contact
insecticides. In cases of serious infestation by bed bugs fumigation
is carried out with hydrogen cyanide.

SCHOOLS.—There are 16 maintained and two private
schools in the district, most of which are provided with modern
type sanitary conveniences on the water-carriage system. Twenty
inspections were carried out during the year. No closure of schools
for epidemic illness was necessary during 1953.

FACTORIES.— Details of the action taken under this
heading are to be found in the table on page 11.

HOUSES-LET-IN-LODGINGS.—There are no “ common
lodging houses ” in the Urban District but there are 8 * houses-
let-in-lodgings.”

RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT,
1951.— At the end of the year the number of registered premises
was three. Sixteen inspections were carried out and four samples
of filling materials were submitted for analysis, the results in each
case being satisfactory.

There are no premises licensed for the manufacture or

storage or rag flock.
10



FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 and 1948.
Inspections for Purposes of Provisions as to Health,

Number of
No. on — - _—
JPREMISES Register [nspec- Written | Occupiers
tions Notices | Prosecuted
FACTORIES without
mechanical power 27 1 Nil Nil
FACTORIES with mechani-
cal power 121 190 3 Nil
OTHER PREMISES under
the Act (including works
of building and en-
gineering construction
but not including out-
workers’ premises) 33 3 1 Nil
Totals 181 194 4 Nil
Cases in which Defects were Found.
Number of Defects
Referred Oc-
Particulars to H.M. [ by H.M. | cupiers
Found | Remed- | Inspec- | Inspec- | Prose-
1ed tor tor cuted
Want of Cleanliness (Sec: 1) ... | = — — -
Overcrowding (Sec: 2) - - - - -
Unreasonable temperature
(Sec: 3) — —_ — — —
Inadequate Ventilation
(Sec. 4) B = = == o
Ineffective drainage of floors
(Sec: 6) - - — -- —
Sanitary Conveniences (Sec: 7)
Insufficient ... 1 2 -— 1 —
Unsuitable or defective 2 29 - —- -
Not separate for sexes ... — I —_ — —
Other Offences R - — - S —
4 34 Nil 1 Nil




SECTION D.—HOUSING.
Number of new houses erected during the year:—

Houses. Flats.

(i) Byithe Conneil .0 o0 s 116 4
(ii) By other local authorities .................. Nil Nil
(iii) By other bodies or persons .................. 261 Nil

1—INSPECTION OF DWELLING-HOUSES DURING THE YEAR:—

(1)>(a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or H{)usmg
Acts) . 434

() Number of inspections made fﬂr the purpose ... 1,460
(2)—(a) Number of dwelling-houses (included under sub-
head (1) above) which were inspected and

recorded under the Housing Consolidated
Regulations, 1925 and 1932 ... 21

(h) Number of inspections made for the purpose ... 63
(3)—Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state

so dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit
for human habitation ... oee

(4)—Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-head) found
not to be in all respects reasonably fit for human
habitation i

2—REMEDY OF DEFECTS DURING THE YEAR WITHOUT SERVICE OF
STATUTORY NOTICES : —

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in
consequence of informal action ... e R

3—ACTION UNDER STATUTORY POWERS DURING THE YEAR:—

(a) Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the
Housing Act, 1936:—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
statutory notices were served requiring repairs ... 5

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered
fit after service of statutory notices: —

(a) By owners : 1
(b) By the Council in defau]t c-f OWNers

12
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(b) Proceedings under Public Health Acts:—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
statutory notices were served requiring defects to
be remedied 71

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered
fit after service of statutory notices:—

(@) By owners 3 75
(b) By the Council in default nf OWNErs 9
(¢) Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing :
Act, 1936 Nil
(d) Proceedings under Seclmn 12 ﬂf thﬁ Housmg An::t »
1936 ; Nil
4—HousING AcT, 1936, PART IV—OVERCROWDING.
(a)—(i) Number of dwellings overcrowded at the No
end of the year ... ; = figures
(11) Number of persons dwallmg thcrem available
(iii) Number of families dwelling therein .../
(b) Number of new cases of overcrowding reported
during the year . o 1
(c)—(i) Number of cases of overcrowding l"BllE"ir'Ed during
the year .
(ii) Number of persons concerned in such cases ... 10

5—HousinG AcT, 1949-PArT II-IMPROVEMENT GRANTS, ETC.: —

(@) Number of schemes submitted :

(i) By private individuals ... Nil
(11) By the Council Nil

SECTION E.—INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION
OF FOOD.

MILK SUPPLY.— The number of distributors registered
at the 3lst December, 1953, under the Milk and Dairies
Regulations, 1949, was 46. Details of these are given below:—

Registered Distributors operating from: —

() Pairies 10 the JiBlrIet ....ooiiiiiinioinoiinnsns 5
(h) Shops in the district (other than dairies) ... 28
(¢) Premises outside the district .................. 13
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Under the Milk (Special Designation (Raw Milk)
Regulations, 1949, the number of licences issued (including
supplementary licences) was as follows: —

“Tubercalim Tested™ Milk ..o o . 0 23
s Accredited” M. i Nil

Licences issued under the Milk (Special Designation)
(Pasteurised and Sterilised Milk) Regulations, 1949, were as
follows : —

“Pastenrised” MUK .......cocommiociinmmnes i 32
Gt Vo] T ] 1 oSN et 38

Details of the sampling of milk are shown in the report
of the Chief Sanitary Inspector.

MEAT AND OTHER FOODS.— All shops and stalls retail-
ing, storing or preparing foodstuffs are inspected regularly and the
attention of the managements of all factory canteens and food
catering establishments has been drawn to the Ministry of Food
publication * Clean Catering.”

Byelaws have been made under section 15 of the Food
and Drugs Act, 1938, for securing the observance of sanitary
conditions and practices in connection with the handling, wrapping
and delivery of food and the sale of food in the open air.

Under Section 115 of the Lancashire County Council
(Rivers Board and General Powers) Act, 1938, any person who
offers or exposes for sale in the Urban District any meat food
product, fish, fruit or vegetables, must be registered by the Urban
District Council as the local authority for the purpose of the Act
within the Urban District. At 31st December, 1953, there were
12 registrations in force.

All persons engaged in the manufacture and sale of ice-
cream are required to be registered under the provisions of the
Urmston Urban District Council Act, 1935. At 31st December
there were 65 registrations in force.

The Lancashire County Council are the Food and Drugs
Authority responsible for the sampling duties under the * adultera-
tion ” provisions of the Act of 1948. The following particulars
regarding samples obtained in the district during 1953 have been
supplied by the County Medical Officer of Health: —

14
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A total of 208 samples was obtained; of these 143 were
of milk (this total includes 3 Channel Islands milk) and the 65
others comprised : —

beef sausage.

malt vinegar.

table jelly.

whey cream.

fruit (canned).

whole orange drink.

double cream.

custard powder.

semolina.

tea.

cornflour.

blancmange powder.

sponge cake and sponge
pudding mixture,
sweetened.

barley.

rice.

ice-cream.

sterilised cream (canned).

oatmeal.

soya flour.

bread.

flour, self-raising.

cod liver oil compound.

In addition to the above, two

were obtained during the year.

All the above samples were reported by the County
Analyst to be genuine with the exception of the following: —

SAMPLE.

1 formal milk.

1 informal milk.
I plain flour.

Deficient 59, fat.
Total mineral

RESULT OF ANALYSIS.

Deficient 21:69, fat and
low in solids-not-fat.

1 National flour.

0-56% including total
calcium (as Ca)
0-026% Creta prae-
parata absent.

Creta praeparata only 4
ounces per 280 Ibs,
sack. Should be 14
ounces per 280 Ilbs,
sack.

13

1 margarine.

| raspberry jam.

1 currants.

3 rum,

1 whisky.

4 borax.

3 cocoa.

1 sulphur tablets.

1 drinking chocolate.
1 plain flour.

1 beef sausage meat.
1 plain white flour,
2 pepper (white).

1 essence of rennet—

fruit flavoured.

1 pepper (black).

1 fine egg—
Vermicelli.

1 candied peel.

1 ground ginger.

1 pure Devon cream
(canned).

1 National flour.

“Appeal-to-Cow™ samples

ACTION TAKEN.

Vendor notified as
“Appeal - to - Cow™;
samples were also poor
in fat.

Vendor notified.
Ministry of Food notified.

Minmistry of Food notified,



SECTION F.—PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL
OVER INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

Diphtheria has been conspicuously absent from the
notification figures since 1947, and there can be little doubt that
the continued absence of this disease is attributable to the artificial
immunisation which is carried out by general medical practitioners
and at the County Council clinics and child welfare centres.

There has been no outbreak of infectious disease specially
connected with any workplace or employment. No case of small-
pox has occurred in the district since 1938, but it has been
necessary on occasions to visit contacts of cases occurring outside
the district.

Notified cases of infectious disease are visited promptly,
and isolation is arranged either at the patient’s home or by removal
to an infectious disease hospital. School contacts are excluded
for the necessary incubation period, and inquiries are made in
relation to attendance at day nurseries and whether any food
handlers are involved. On termination of infection. the room and
its contents are thoroughly disinfected by formaldehyde gas and
in cases of pumonary tuberculosis the bedding is subjected to
steam disinfection at Ladywell Hospital, Salford, by arrangement
with the Salford Corporation.

Generally the health of the district throughout the year
remained normal and the incidence of infectious disease was
seasonal only and gave no cause for alarm. Scarlet Fever notifica-
tions declined from 72 in 1952 to 57 in 1953, Measles declined
from 487 in 1952 to 397 in 1953 and Dysentery declined from 21
in 1952 to 10 in 1953.

There was an increase in the number of notifications of
Whooping Cough (207 in 1953 compared with 143 in 1952), Polio-
myelitis (11 in 1953 compared with 2 in 1952) and Puerperal
Pyrexia (56 in 1953 compared with 32 in 1952). Regarding the
latter, all the cases occurred in hospital (54 in Park Hospital and 2
in Urmston Cottage Hospital) .

The table on page 17 gives the incidence of notifiable
infectious diseases during the year.

DISINFECTION AFTER INFECTIOUS DISEASES, —

Eighty-one houses were disinfected by formaldehyde gas, the work
being carried out by the Health Department staff.

TUBERCULOSIS.—New cases and mortality during 1953
are shown in the table on page 18.

There was one death from Tuberculosis which had not
previously been notified. a male person aged 67 years.

16
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NeEw Cases DEaTHS

AGE Respiratory I‘Gnn—l{cﬁpi‘ratnr}.r -]{espiratnr}' }Cnn-l{e;p;r-ﬁtnry
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
CHIEF SANITARY INSPECTOR
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1953.

To THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF
THE UrsaN DisTrRicT COUNCIL OF
URMSTON.,

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

Probably the most significant feature of the past year
has been the re-commencement of work under the Housing Act.
The extent and condition of low standard property in the area
were re-assessed and a list of priorities laid down. A considerable
number of dwellings capable of being rendered fit for habitation
at reasonable expense are being dealt with under the provisions
of section 9 of the Act.

The problem of atmospheric pollution was again given
close attention and every effort made by the department to limit
the outpourings of smoke and the vitiation of air by noxious
gases.

The refuse collection and disposal work was badly
handicapped by the labour shortage, and until it is possible to
attract and recruit the right type of workmen, there is little hope
of reaching that level of efficiency and service attained prior to
1938.

Again | am indebted to every member of the staff for
the help and consideration I have received in the past year, to
Dr. Walker for his kindly guidance, and to the Chairman and
Members of the Health Committee for their unwavering support.

I am. Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant.

WILLIAM WOOD.,
Chief Sanitary Inspector
and Cleansing Superintendent.
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COMPLAINTS.

Total number of complaints investigated ..................... 676
Total number of complaints confirmed ........................ 591
Total number of visits (including re-visits) ..................... 1,620
Nature of Complaint. Number Received. Confirmed.
Accumulations ......... 20 15
Animals So-Kept ...... 15 8
Atmospheric  Pollution 12 10
Dirty Premises ......... 3 5
Flooding | ... s 13 13
Housing Defects ......... 195 186
Obstructed Drains ...... 110 104
Overcrowding ............ — e
Rats and Mice ......... 131 99
Other Vermin ............ 81 78
Miscellaneous  ......... 91 73
676 591

ABATEMENT OF NUISANCES, ETC.

The following notices were served during the year:—

Informal. Statutory.
293 163

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS.
Housing Acts, 1936-1949.
Section 168.

Proceedings were instituted during the year against an

~owner of a dwelling who failed to give required information

regarding ownership. The Court found for the Local Authority
and fined the defendant £2.
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INSPECTION OF DISTRICT.

The following table shows the number of visits and in-
spections made by the Sanitary Inspectors during the year:—

A HIANORS B e e e 99
Animals kept as to be a nuisance, etc. ............... 13
Conncil House Applcations ..io.civiiiii oo 25
Council House Inspections .....................i..e.. s 14
Drainage Work (New Buildings) ........................ 302
Drainage Work (Existing Buildings) ............ e 464
Dwellinghouses—re complaints ........................ 1,341
= —re Overcrowding ..................... i
. —r1e Infectious Disease ............... 35
o —re Dirty or Verminous ............ 15
L —re Housing Acts ...........ccceeee.. 1,003
BT IR T s R T el 28
Hairdressers and Barbers ...... e S 6
|2 7,14 o o 7 e e B U S i S e R R e 31
Factories (Mechanical, Non-Mechanical), Out-
Workers® Work Places  .....o.ooovviiicessinings 266
| e e o] o o S R L e 403
Houses-Let-in-Lodgings  .......cccusdicie wonmosmosbana 1
Jee-tifeam PIEMISes: | oo b i 23
Interviews with Owners, Contractors, etc. ............ 172
Market, Food Stalls, Fairs, etc. ........ccovvniviirinnn. 24
Marine Store Elenlatee. 2o oo oo Lo 12
L Eavy o e e e e 12
Oifensve EHAps S TIENEAET ) GRS e e L 14
Palcaletimi 10l e i) X ol el e 59
Public Houses and Cinemas ...............c....... AT 2
Public Cleansing—Refuse Tip .............cccvvvevnnn... 323
" ” — et NSRSl 333
Public ConVENienoes o . it o e ot 120
Rodent Control ...... RN et A SSE O el S 89
P ided 2157 Ol 86 AR e A SR U, 1 A T St el ey ol . 16
eIl e e R e 153
Smoke Abatement and Atmospheric Pollution ...... 152
ST 10l § 01 Al ol e M 6 g S o G 0 11
2o 110 ARG N S D e e O e B 20
Miscellaneots i e 483
Total 6,231




HOUSING ACTS, 1936-1949.

Preparatory work was completed for a further effort to
finally remove all dwelling houses classified as totally unfit for
human habitation. The houses in this list are limited and there
should be no difficulty in completing the programme within the
3 year period agreed upon.

During the year 11 dwellings were demolished following
undertakings or agreements with the owners, but it was only neces-
sary to provide 3 new houses for displaced families in respect of
the foregoing.

- Two houses included in a pre-war clearance area were
demolished—no persons were displaced.

Activity under the repair sections increased considerably,
21 unfit houses were dealt with, either formally or informally, and
of these 5 were the subject of extensive repair notices under
section 9, the remainder were to be re-conditioned to a compre-
hensive specification prepared by the department following
protracted negotiations with the owners.

One formal undertaking was given by an owner following
the service of a “Time and Place” notice under section 11, and
3 dwelling houses were rendered fit for habitation by the Council
following the default of the owners on section 9 notices.

One case of statutory overcrowding came to the notice
of the department during the year, which was abated before the
service of a statutory notice. Other instances of congested living
conditions were dealt with by co-operation with the Housing
Department in the adjustment of the “Points scheme” of house
allocation.

It i1s perhaps again necessary to draw attention to the
difficulty in obtaining the repair of rented houses, particularly if
the re-conditioning is extensive, for small owners with fixed in-
comes are having more and more difficulty in keeping pace with
ever-increasing building costs.

~ The table that follows indicates briefly the department’s
activities under this head during the past year.
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Houising Defects (Detailed Analysis).

Qutstanding
1952 Recorded Remedied 1953

Description
Ceiling

Plastering ...... 30
Dampness ...... 72
Eavesgutters,

R.W.P’s, etc.... 94
Fireplaces,

Grates, etc. 19
Blagrs: Lo, 43
ROOlS. oo 80
Sinks, Lavatory

Basins, etc. 12
Walls

(Pointing, etc.) 49
Wall Plastering ... 49
W.C. Soil Pipes,

BIE i 13
Windows, Sash-

cords, etc. 76
Woodwork ...... 4]
Yards, Paths 11
Miscellaneous 59

648

6l
102

160

42
48

45
134

147

47
66
137

20

92
76

21
124
64
43
90

——

1,106

Outstanding

46
40

107
14
25
82

9

98
83

14
144
44

35
104

845
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

Food Sampling.
The Lancashire County Council is the Food and Drugs
Authority for the area, but it is the wish of the Urmston Council,

and they have in fact resolved, to take over these powers at the
earliest opportunity.

In co-operation with the County Health Authority, every
food of major significance was sampled during 1953, the details
of which are included in the Report of the Medical Officer of
Health.

Food Factory.

A private company carries on the business of food
preparation commercially; their trade includes meat, soup and
vegetable canning, the manufacture of puddings, etc. An inspector
is regularly engaged at the factory supervising production. The
Medical Officer of Health issued 27 official certificates in respect
of overseas consignments shipped by this firm in 1953.

The following table shows the amount of meat dealt with
by the Department at the factory concerned:—

Type Quantity
Beef.
Hindquarters T e e P e e M
Tons  Cwis. Qrs. Lbs.
Boneless: L. .. sl ey 9 13 1 14
KRINEYE S et el 4 6 — 6
Byelaws.

The Council has adopted byelaws in respect of the
handling, wrapping and sale of food. These byelaws were based
on the Ministry of Food model, but were extended to embrace
certain other matters previously dealt with by Private Act pro-
visions.

Food Hawkers.

Under the provisions of the Lancashire County (General
Powers) Act, 1938, 12 hawkers of foodstuffs and 6 hawkers’
storage premises are registered with the Council. Supervision of
persons and premises was regularly carried out.
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Slaughterhouses.

Two slaughterhouses were in use in the district before the
war, one registered and one continuously licensed. Neither is in
operation at present, but an informal approach has been made
to the Council with a view to the modernisation and re-opening
of one of these establishments.

Education.

Every effort was made by the Health Department staff,
by lectures to local organisations, informal talks with tradesmen
and propaganda aimed at the general public, to raise the general
standard of hygiene in all food establishments. A considerable
measure of success was attained.

Inspection of Meat and Foods.

All foodstuffs exposed for sale were under constant sur-
veillance, and the following table gives details of voluntary
surrenders during the year.

Quantities.
Nature. Tons  Cwis. Ors. Lbs.
Bacon, Ham, etc. ......... 2 1
Butchers’ Meat ............ 3 1 16
Butter and Cheese ...... 1 21
Emed Bl v : . -0 2 17%
HIGHE S -y S iyectl heves 2
Rt i et S0 0 T 3
Babbit 1
SAIL TRl Sod il ToAg i A 1
MUERHT " | i it ceias Sray 2
Sausapge Meat ... ... 5 243
10 0 143
Ehocolate Caltes . oo o g o oot 21
HEBEE o i s o e s R 369 pkits.
By e R T S N SR 1 tin
BENG oeeiieis e B e e B e 297 tins
I i e e e e e e R 23 tins
Jam and Marmalade: .......ooneinomissn s 7 tins
e P e - s et 133 tins
Rl e e 276 tins
TR Y e T ORI e S 1 pkt.
Bickleats o ol ao b detemu i Lok 03 sl R 3 1 jar
s i O R e e e e 1 jar
T LT11) 0, S e TNRE e SO e b 3 tins
Nepeiablede b leh te 2 b Loade | oot aadpainl dl 72 tins




Food Premises.

There are 243 food premises in the area whose
proprietors are engaged in the production, storing or retailing of
food and of these 34 are registered under section 87 of the Urmston
Urban District Council Act, 1935, These include 15 fish fryers
and 19 premises for the manufacture of sausages and cooked meat.

The general standard of establishments in the area is
excellent, in only 16 instances was it necessary to draw attention
to shortcomings in respect of food hygiene or unsatisfactory
premises.

FOOD & DRUGS ACT, 1938, SECTION 13.
FOOD PREMISES.

Out- Out-
Provisions of Section 13 standing| Re- Re- |standing
1952 corded | medied 1953

—a —

(a) Sanitary convenience, etc.,
communicating directly with

room 3 1 2 2
(b) Water cistern : drain vent or
inlet of drain ... - 2 1 1
(c) Defective structure 22 36 28 30
{d) Painting, cleansing of walls,
ceilings, etc. ... 23 o4 47 62
(e} Room used as sleeping place or
no intervening ventilated space.. — — — —
(f) Insufficient ventilation... 10 6 9 7
(g) Accumulation of refuse & : 7 12 8
(h) Cleanliness of personnel, room
and apparatus ... 18 25 25 14
(i) Washing facilities 14 2 13 3
Hot water b > 9 4
143 138 150} 131

Milk Control.

It is proposed that the district will be a specified area for
purposes of the Food and Drugs (Milk, Dairies and Artificial
Cream) Act, 1950 in the new year, and in view of this, steps were
taken to ensure that all milk retailed in the district from the Ist
January, 1954, would be designated and no difficulty was
experienced in this direction,

Routine sampling of milk was again satisfactorily carried
out as the following table indicates:—

BroroGicaL METHYLENE
(T.B.) BLUE PHOSPHATASE TurBIDITY
Un- Un- Un-
No. | Pos. | Neg.| No. | Sat. | Sat. | No. | Sat. | Sat. | No. | Sat. | Sat.

b |
=]
e
=
St
b |
T

34 34 — 5 3 —
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Ice-Cream.

The manufacture, storage and sale of ice-cream was
rigidly controlled and a high standard of general and personal
hygiene insisted upon for all persons throughout the industry.

The results of samples taken during the year are shown
below : —

METHYLENE BLUE
Provisional Grade

NO. OF —— e e
SAMPLES 1 2 3 | 4
S ! e s
24 2() 4 P ‘ L

FACTORY ACTS, 1937 and 1948.

Considerable time and effort has been expended in the
last two years by Inspectors of the department in order that the
factories in the district may be brought up to the high standard
required by modern practice. Sanitation and hygiene is now
sufficient in all cases for purposes of the Act.

All the work necessary has been carried out without
recourse to statutory action. Factory owners again proved to be
most co-operative. Details of the department’s activities under this
head are included in the appropriate table in the Medical Officer’s
report.

Regular inspections were made of Out-Workers’ premises
and conditions generally can be regarded as satisfactory. One case
of infectious disease occurred in a dwelling where home-work was
carried on.

OFFENSIVE TRADES.

The following trades are on the register of the Depart-
ment : —

Soan: Boilets o 2

Gl SEraper e e e 1

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION.

It would indeed be pleasant to be able to report that the
atmosphere in the North Western region was free from industrial
pollution, or that even an appreciable improvement had been
recorded. Such, however, is not the case, for with constantly
increasing industrial activity the vitiation of the atmpsphere
continues and short of radical alteration in policy will tend to
increase. Some regionalisation of control is a step which will
undoubtedly have to be taken before real progress can be made.
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During the year a number of large scale modifications
have been made to boiler plant in the Trafford Park area and in
some instances it is proposed to provide entirely new steam raising
plant to the satisfaction of the department. Another development
which will be to the undoubted advantage of the North Western
area was the appointment of an additional Alkali Inspector for
this region.

Observations, inspections and visits made during the year
in connection with atmospheric pollution numbered 152.

INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

During the year 135 visits were made by the Sanitary
Inspectors in connection with cases of infectious disease.

DISINFESTATION,

There has been a slight increase in the number of vermin-
infested houses in the district. In all, 73 houses and 4 other
premises were satisfactorily treated by the application of contact
insecticides.

MORTUARY.

The Flixton mortuary maintained by the Department was
in use 14 times during the year, and I am indebted to the County
Police for the following details: —

Causes of Death. Number.
Natural Causes ......... i e 9
OpencMerdiel oo e s i
Aecidental ” i TR 3
SUIeNde e e 1

STORAGE OF PETROLEUM SPIRIT.

The number of spirit licences issued for 1953 was 72
covering 1,521,410 gailons of petrol or petrol derivatives, and in
addition 5 licences were issued to cover 7,740 tons of calcium
carbide. The licence fees received totalled £85 0s. 10d.

The major developments in the Trafford Park area in
relation to the storage of petroleum spirit continued and three
large scale installations are being considerably extended.

SHOPS ACT, 1950,

With the greater freedom that shop-keepers now enjoy
and the availability of consumer goods., competition has become
somewhat keener resulting in more minor infringements of the
Statute re closing hours being brought to the notice of the depart-
ment. On no occasion was it felt necessary to deal with these
infringements other than by informal action.
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PUBLIC CONVENIENCES.

The Council are negotiating for the acquisition of three
plots of land in the industrial area for the provision of additional
public conveniences. It is hoped that the first of these will be
erected and put into use during the forthcoming year.

Existing Public Conveniences maintained by the Depart-
ment are as under:—

Situation. Males. Females.
Station Road ......... 2 W.C.’s, 6 urinal stalls 3 WCs
Davyhulme Circle ... 2 ,, 3 5 S
Moorside Road ...... 1 ,, ] s i 2
Church Road ......... 20 s L R o e

MARINE STORE DEALERS.

Section 86 of the Public Health Acts (Amendment) Act,
1907, was adopted by the Council during the year and the follow-
ing Dealers were registered : —

Marine Store Dealers ............... 3
Dealer in Old Metal .................. 1

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949,
RODENT CONTROL.

Total inspections and treatments of premises increased
again over the period under review and a decrease in the number
of major rat infestations was again evident; however, the minor
infestations showed an increase over last year.

New methods of treatment recommended and approved
by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries have proved their
worth.

‘The sewers, sewage works and refuse tip have been
systematically treated with the result that infestations have been
kept at a low level.
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TvrE oF PROPERTY

All other
(including
Local Dwelling | Agricul- | business &
Authority | Houses tural industrial) Total
Number of
Properties
inspected 30 95 14 110} 249
Number of Rat
infestations :
Major 3 — 2 5 10
Minor 15 25 3 44 92
Number of
properties
seriously in-
fested with mice 5 26 —- 33 G4
Total infested
properties
treated by
Local Authority 27 52 10} 54 173
Poisons used Zinc Phosphide 5 1bs. 12} o0zs.
Arsenic 2 lbs. 14 ozs.
Warfarin 3 lbs. 104 ozs.
Bait used Sausage Rusk 4 cwts. 3 qr. 20} 1bs.
Bread Mash I qrs. 9§ Ibs.
Medium Oat-meal o lewt. 1 qr. 13 lbs.

RAG FLOCK (AND OTHER FILLING MATERIAL) ACT, 1951.

There are 3 factories in the area registered for purposes
of the Act, and in each case inspection is a routine. The following
table shows results of examinations of samples of filling material
obtained in the past year.

Ref.

! Filling Material

Satisfactory
Unsatisfactory

ar

RF/[1/53

 Curled Wool Flock

RF‘!’»"IH
RF'.I’},.’SE
RH4,"53

& Cuttml Fcit
R.lg Fiock

Fibre

Teased New Coir

Satisfactory
Satisfactory
Satisfactory

Satisfactory

30




PUBLIC CLEANSING.

Labour Situation.— [t 1s regrettable that it is again
necessary to comment on the serious labour difficulties which con-
fronted most Cleansing Departments throughout the year. In
Urmston the problem was probably more acute than that affecting
the majority of towns, primarily because of the availability of
financially attractive work in Trafford Park area. On more than
one occasion in the year, the refuse collection and disposal arrange-
ments seemed on the point of collapse due solely to the lack of
sufficient man-power—service was only kept in being by constant
re-organisation.

Transport.— Generally, the department’s motor transport
functioned efficiently throughout the year but with the increase in
house building, re-crganisation of collection rounds will shortly
have to be given consideration and the possible augmentation of
the existing fleet.

The S.D. Gully Emptier, purchased in 1937, is rapidly
nearing the end of its economic life, and although every effort is
being made by the Mechanical Engineer to maintain the vehicle
in operation, a replacement will be inevitable in the near future.

Transport at present in service is as follows:—

One'SD Gully Emptier ... 1937
Two Dennis 10 cubic yards side-loaders ............ 1946
One Dennis 10 cubic yards side-loader ............ 1948
One SD 241 cubic yards rear-loader .................. 1949
One Dennis 10 cubic yards side-loader ............ 1949
One Dennis 10 cubic yards side-loader ............... 1951

One Austin Luton-type van

Frequency of Collection— Every endeavour has been made
in the period under review to restore the weekly collection of house
refuse, but to-date this has been impossible because of the
difficulties already outlined. Bins were serviced at 8-10 day
intervals.

General.—I'he number of bins in use in the district is
13,159. In addition there are 11 pail closets, one privy midden and
7.927 street gullies. The latter were cleansed regularly during
the year.

The total weight of domestic refuse collected was 11,220
tons, and the weight of refuse of all types disposed of at the
Meadow Road Tip was 15,709 tons.
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Dustbin Replacement Scheme.— The replacement of house-
hold dustbins as a rate-borne service has continued throughout
the year, a total of some 2,967 receptacles having been provided
since the inception of the scheme in October, 1950. Bins were
largely of 31 cubic feet capacity and of B.S.S. specification. The
cost of this service in terms of a penny rate was 1:012 and repre-
sented the supply or replacement of 958 bins.

Cleansing Costs.— The following table shows the compara-
tive cost of this service for the year 1952-53 : —

REFUSE COLLECTION, 1952-53.

Item PARTICULARS Collection | Disposal Total
£ £ £
1 REVENUE AccoUNT GRoOSS
EXPENDITURE— .
{ij Labour ... 8739 1220 9459
(i) Transport o G082 17 6099
(iii) Plant, equipment, land
and buildings 137 338 475
(iv) Other items 470 656 536
(v) Total gross expenditure 15,428 1641 17,069
2 GRross INCOME ... o 801 4884 5685
3 NET CosT .| 14,627 |Cr. 3243 11,384
4 Capital expenditure met from
Revenue (included above) ... —
Unit Costs s. d. s. d. s. d.
5} Gross cost per ton, labour only...| 15 4 1 6 16 10
3] Gross cost per ton, transport
only el B - 10 8
7 Net cost '(all expenditure) ol 2y B Cr.4 0 21 9
8 Net cost per 1000 population ... £378 Cr. £84 £294
9 Net cost per 1000 premises £1194 |Cr. £265 £929

Salvage.— For the first time since the end of the war some
degree of stability seems to have been achieved in this section of
the Cleansing Department’s activities. Not only did it appear that
the supply and demand in relation to waste paper had become
stabilised but what was probably more important, particularly in
relation to the department’s estimates, there was no violent
fluctuations in price levels. Employees now seem to be taking a
much greater interest in the work since the inauguration of an
incentive payment, the award of which is dependent on the sale of
a minimum tonnage of waste paper and textiles, together with basic
output of work on refuse collection.
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Because of general local disquiet and in some cases
violent objection to the communal containers sited throughout the
district for the reception of kitchen waste, the Health Committee
is reconsidering its policy with regard to the undertaking. It may
well be that with a relaxation of control the Council will decide
to abandon these collections in the near future.

Total income for the period ending 31st December,

amounted to £4.593 with a surplus income over expenditure of
£1,568 0s. 0d.
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