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ULVERSTON URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

ANNUAL REFORT

OF THE

HEDICAL OFFICER OF HEATTH

FOR THE YRAR

1968
Divisicnal Health Office,
Erogden Street,
Tverston.,

To the Chairman and lembers of the
Tverston Urban District Cownsil.

Mr. Chairman, Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to ycu the Anmual Report of the lMedical
Officer of lealth for the year 1965,

GEMERAL STATISTICS AND SOCIAL COMDITIONS,

Area (in acres) 3,196
Fopulaticn - Census 1961 10,527
Registrar General's Tetimate of
home population mid 1967 10,690
thmber of inhaebited dwellings 35757
Rateable Value n372,263
Amenmt produced by a Permy Nate BiL32, 3977

Although a large part of the diatrict is ruel in charscter a wvariety
of industries are earried cn in the towm, the chief of which are manufacture
of anti-biotics and other pharmaceuticals, electrical accessories,
electronic somponents, tanning, brewing, tool malking, electro-mechanical and
Light engineering and lmitwesr marufaeturing. JAgriculture plars a large
part in the life of the commnity and a ecattle market is held weelly.
Ulwerston i1z also the market tovm forr the swrrounding coumtryeide and =
publie market iz held once a weel,

VITAL STATISTICS

The principal wital statistics for 1960 and for the preceding five years
are given on page 2,

Of the 190 live births registered during 1968, 99 were males of which
9 were illepitimate and 91 were fomnles of which 10 were illegitimate,

Approximately 71% of deaths were in persons of 65 years of age and over.
The principal couses of deaths were:- THeart disease 49, Vascular leslons of
nervous system 52 and Malignant Grewths 27, Of the 49 deaths f'rom "eart
disease LL were due to Coronary Artery disease,

The adjusted live birth rate of 19,4 per 1,000 and the adjusted death

rate of 10,9 per 1,000 can be corpared with the corresponding rates for
Fngland and Vales of 16,9 per 1,000 and 11,9 per 1,000 respectively,
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STAFF

Hedical Officer of Health :- J.L. WILD, M.A., M.B.,B.Chir., WLR.C.5.,
L.R.C.P.; D.P.H.
Other Appointments held :- Medical Officer of Health -

Nalton-in-Furness Urban District,
Grange-over<Sands Urban Nistrioct
Horth Lonsdale Rurnl TDdstrict,

Divisional Medical Officer =
Health Division Ho, 1.
Lancashire County Council.

 Public Health Inspector :- J.E. YATES, Joint Board Certificate R.5.I1.
Heat and other Foods Certificate.

SANTTARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DISTRICT.

WATER SUFFLY

The Furness Water Board is respomaible for the provision and maintenanse of
public water supplies in the Ulverston Urban Distriect. The water supplied to
the Distriet is upland surface water which is collected into Permington reserveir,
It is sand filtered, then stored in a covered service reservoir of 2% millien
gallons capacity. Subsequently it is chlorinated before passing into the trunk
main for distributicn,

The supply was satisfactory in quantity and quality throughout the year,

During the year 146 new dwellings were connected to the public mains and at
the end of the year 3,731 dwellings were supplied direct and & were supplied
from private sources,

 CEWERAGE AND DRATHAGE.

The sewage is screened and disint g-ated, then stored and discharged out
to mea only on an ebb tide, but storm water overflow is pumped cut to sea at any
 gtate of tide, All operations are automatic.

At 31st December, 1960 there were approximately 3,724 dwellings on the
water carriage system with approximately 7,240 fresh water closets,



HOUB DG

{1) Number of new dwellings erccted during the year:-
Houses |Flats
1) By the local authcority a8 [
2) By other leceal authcrities Nil Nil
3} By other bodies or paroons 130 Kil
(2) Total No. of Council-owmed dwellings existing at end of year 1,060

war

() Tncpections of dwellings during the year:-
1) (a) Total No. of dwelliings inspected formally or informally
for housing defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts) 23

(b) o, of inspsctions, formal or informal, made for the purpose | 50

{e) Mo. of dwellings in (a) above found to be not in all respecta
reusonably £it for human habitation but copable of being
rendered Pit, 23

(2) Total Ho, of dwellings existing at end of year which were unfit
for humen habitation and not capable at reasonable expense of
being renderad £i% and in respect of ‘which

{a) Demolitica Oxders have been made (at any time) L6
(b) Demoliticn or Closing Orders have not yet been made 1
(4) Houses Demolichad:- Nil

{5) Unfit Hovses Closod:- Displaced ﬂ“ﬁi ﬁg}:
Munber | Persons 8

(1) Under Sections 16(k), 17(1) and 35(1)

Housing Act, 1957 [ b [
{2) Under Secticns 17(3) and 26, Housing
Act, 1957 Nil Nil Nil
(3) Parts of buildings closed under
Section 18, Housing hct, 1957 Wil Wil Nil
(6) Unfit Houses Made Fit and Houses in which By E Local
Defects were Remedied:- Owmer A ty
(1) After informal action by local authority 2 Hil
(2) After formal notice under
%ﬂg Publie Health Acts T Nil
b) Secticns 9 and 16 Housing Aot, 1957 Nil Nil
(3) Under Section 24, Housing Act, 1957 Nil Nil
(&) After determination of a closing crder
under Section 27, Housing fAct, 1961 1 il
(7) Unfit Houses in Temporary Use (Housing Act, 1957):- Nil




(8) Purchase of Houses by Agreement:- No. of |HNo. of
Houses | occupants of
Houses in Col,(1)
(1) §3)

Houses in Clearance Areas other than those

included in confirmed Clearance Orders or

Compulsory Purchase Orders purchased

diring the year, 11 3
(9) Housing Act, 1949 and Housing(Financial Provisions) No. of dwelling houses or

Act, 1958 - Improvement grants, ete. other buildings affected

in schemes of -

Action taken during the year:-

Frivate Bodles Local

or individuals | Authority

(1) Submitted by private individuals to

loeal authority 2 -
2) Approved by loeal authority 2 -
3) Submitted by loeal authordiy to Mindistry Nil -
L) Finally approved by liinistry - =
5) Work completed Hil =
6) Additicnal seperate dwellings included
in (5) aobove 2 -
{10) House Purchase and Heusing Act, 1959, Standakd Grants:-|No. of dwellings cx
other buildings
Action during year:- ~ifected
(1) Applications svbmitted to local authority for
imorovement to (a) full standard 2k
b) radueced standaxrd Nil
(2) Total applications approved by local authority i
for improvement to (a) full standard Eh- !
: (b) reduced standard Nil f
(3) Work completed From 1967: 13
1968: 18 | ki F




INSTECTION AND SUFERVISION OF FOCD,

Information regarding the inspeetion of meat, shops, stalls, wehicles and
places where food is prepared are given in the report of the Public Health
Inspector (Appendix 'A')

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The number of cases of infectious disease notified in 1968 is given in the
toble below, together with the mmbers notified in the preceding 5 years,

Discase | 1963 1964 | 1965 | 1966 | 1967 | 1968
Scarlet fever 0 8 2 0 (v} 0
Veasles 192 | 21 |26k | 36 |217 3
Whooping cough 12 2 0 0 e )
Dysentery it 4] 0 0 9
Infective Jjourdice

(from June,1968) -1 = o= = = 5
TOTALS 2056 | 32 logg | 36 |29 16

TUEERCULOSIS
There were no new cases of tuberculosis notified duwring 1968,

The table belew shows the nurber of new cases and deaths from tuberculosis
in Ulverston Urban Distriect residents during the past 12 years,

| New Cases Deaths
Respiratory Non-Respiratory| Respiratory Non-Respiratory |

Years i F M F il F M F
1957 2 0 0 Q 0 Q 0 0
1958 2 P 0 o 8] o a} 0]
1959 4 3 o} o 0 o Q o
1960 1 2 0 0 0 o 0 0
1961 2 2 1 8] 1 o 2] Q
1962 0 0 0 0 0 ¢ 0 0
1963 0 0 4] 1 0 0 0 ]
1964 (1] 0] a (8] (0] 1 0 (9]
1965 1 2 0 0 0 1 0 1
1966 3 0 (o] (8] (4] 1 (o] 0

{1967 0 Q o o} L] Q o Q
1968 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

e
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REFORT OF RAMBLIC HEALTH INSFECTOR, 1356.

1968 has been very similar to 19561 when the Annual report then stated that
there had been no specifie hiphlights in any particular branch of public health
administration. This again may lorpely be due to the fact that no new
legislaticn was introduced in thesc years and it is not therefore necessary to
make o specinl report on the administration of thia,

Although no slum c¢learance took place other tham the re-housing of the
cocupants of six houses (now ﬂlcﬂed}, tiis re-housing completed a large phace
in the progress being made in cleardng srens of unfit property and which will
permit re-development for both heousing and road improvements., Sone 62 houses,
the majority of which were uwnfit or substandard ave ascheduled to be demolished
fov road works and 36 other empty houses and misccllanecus buildings remain
from previous housing action. With the exception of the Tyson Square/Hill Fall
camplex all the larger areas of unfit or slum clearance type dwellings have
besn removed or aweit demclition and only small pockets of housea remadin for
Tuture housing action., Bad housing conditione arising from overcrowding,
extensive dampness and other causes of unfitness are the exception and new
houszs = 146 erected during 1966 = have done much to overcome a housing
shortage which so often gives rise to insanitery living conditions,

dres house improvement was for the time being cencluded in 1957 but the
impact of this exercise continues and has resulted in 13 more houses in the
douth Ulverston ares being brought up to stonderd improvement grant reguirements,
Altogether 33 houses were improved with grant aid |::'l. totnl very similar to
previous years), and, although not spectacular does show that the woluntary
improvement of houses iz continuing,

4 little progrese continues to be made in improving the sanitation of
dwellings beyond the boundary of the towm sewmge system., The number of houses
with privy middens or pail closzets has been further reduced by the installation
of' sepltic tank drninage at two dwellings leaving only seven houses without water
closet and sanitary drainage facilities, With the exception of cne house
without an internal water supply, and excluding the gprovp of houses at Newlands,
all other hougses in the Urban District now have a satisfactory internal supply
of water from the public mains or a piped water supply which is cotherwise
satisfaectory,

The necessity for the enforcement of repairs at unfit houses, largely
initinted through complaints from the ocecupanta is now redvced to minor
rroportions and in 1968 only 21 informal and 2 formel notices were served
requiring repairs at houses reported to be unfit, Iegal proceedings hed to
bz faken in one instance for the abatement of a nuisance at insanitary
premises,

MILE AND FOCOD

59 samples of milk, as supplied by the distributecr to the consumsr, wersa
cbtained for analysis,
The results wore as follows =

Positive Negative No result

a) Tuberculosis il 5 nNil
b) Brucellosis Ring test 3 B3 3
c " Culture test 3 1 3
(a " Biological teat 2 3 il




Nurfoer of Satis- Unsatis- Void
Samples factory factory Samples

(2) Methylene Blue test 8 5 3 Hil

Feat Treated Milk,

Eb} Methylene Blue test; 1 1 - il
g¢) Frosphate test 1 - Nil

Ordera, praliibiting the sale of milk in its untreated ztate were
sarved oh each of the three producera of the positive brucella eulture
sarples and remained in foree wntil satisfactory evidence waa produced
that no infection remained. A positive sample of milk had been cbtained
from cne of the farms concerned the previcus year and a restrietion sale
order was served but during the eight month interval between the restrictions
sarples were found to be congisiently negative for brucellosis,

Particulars of the three pamples which had failed to pass the
Hethylene Blue test were forwarded to the Milk Production Officer for
investigation nnd report. Subsequent samples weres found to be satisfactory.

11 samples of the public water supply were taken from various places
in the to'n and £11 were placcd in the catergory "highly satisfactory"
when anslysed, One sample taken from the private water supply at Newlands,
previously referred to, was unsatisfactory, as in preovious years.

Figures relating to meat inspection carried cut at the Fublic fAbattoirs
are shovm below =

Cattle Sheep
excluding Cows Calwves & Pigs Horses.
= lambs
cows
Hurber killed 1.1 2 22 150 | 4,005| 1,732 | Nil
Nurber inspected 1,012 22 150 | 4,003| 1,732 | Mil
All diseases except
Tuberculosis & Cysticerci
Whole carcanses condenned 2 2 1 10 1 Wil
Carcases of which some part
or crgan was condemned Bl 2 Wil 7 12 il
Percentage of the mumber
inapected affected with
disease other than Tuber-
culosis ond Cysticerci i 18.2 | 0.7 04| 0.7 -
Tubereulosis only @ = =00z0—————- —fisimlea Nil <
sticercosis
SIS ion sone part
or organ was condemned 3
Caxrcases submitied for
treatment by refrigeration 3
Genernlised and totally
condemmed, Nil




There has been o marked degrease in the mumber of animals passing
through the Abotioir and which moy be dus $o several cauwses - eccnomics;
ghartapge of livestoclk generaliy; the effects of the last outbreak of
Foot and Mouth disease; o even a change in the trend tomarda fowl
instead of flesh for the week-end Joint.

The mrbor of andmals tolally condemmed as being wnfit for food was
higher than in provious years bus the total percentage of all animals found
to be nffected with dincase is still satisfactoridy leow and indicates the
quality of enimal sent in oo slaughter for butchers meat, Unfortunately a
lorge preperticn of boef livers (and to a slightly lessor degree sheep livers)
nro affested by cizrhosis coused directily by 'flukes' and although the effect
i3 only an cecromie one thae total weight of livers condemned was in excess of
thzee tons, A few animals arrive as casunlties or for emergency slaughter
and it iz madnly Trom Lthesa that the dissased condemnations arise - altopether
L wotal off 1 tem L oovrsa. and 30 bz, of moat carcase rejected as unfit.

Tirea eprcnone of bullock bzef were found to be affected with Cysbicercus
‘7 and wore detained in eold storage for the stipulated period before balng
leased oot rotodkli pole,;
The fellewdng ebher insomd food was surrendered oy condemned as unfit
+ imnan econsunpbion following inspection at retail premises —

Cwts. lba.
Cooked meats end meat products
Canned meatls 1 6}%
Other carned foods 3
Fish (frezh) 4
Othexr foods 51
TCTAT, p: ;1';

Inveatigalicns wore insiituted following reports of a bolt belng found
in a bag of zugar and a cockroach in o meat pie. 1In the first instence the
Luger was pre- -packed and the inquiry showed that not less than five firma had
handled the comnedity in that state and fyrbher informetion indicated that
the complaint probably started in the West Indies, In view of the improbability
of getting o successful prosecution no legal proceedings were therefore taken,
The mamufacturer of the meat pie was taken to court and fined £5 for selling
foed contrary to the requirements of the Food and Drugs fAct.

Inspoctions hove been corried out at all food premises to check chasrvance
cf the requirements of the Food Hygiene Regulations and especislly the sections
dealing with sinks and wash hand basins. Where necessary the proprietora were
initislly warned of any contraventions but at two food premizes found to be not
Fadih _.factux:f further action is being taken., The self service type of shop is
ereasing in popularity and usunlly bringing with it at least one food ‘h.?siﬂm
en-'-ntngu = the pre-packing of a greater muicer of food-stuffs, Thesae, if
koot and disployed according to the menmufacturer's recommendstions do much to
lessen the handling of many commodities, Inspection demands little more than
vn inspection of the date stamp and most suppliers have a satisfactory system
Tor withdrasal of out-of-date products.



OFFICES, SHOES AND RATLHAY FREMISES

Particulars respecting the above are shovm in the figure below -
REGISTRATIONS AND GENERAL INSFECTIONS

Clasz of Premizes p. of premises |Mo. of registered Ho., of registered
giztered durding|premiszes at end | premises receiving
he year, of year. a general inspec-
tion during the
_&"'C‘:I'II". |
Offices 3 28 15
Retail Shops 5 118 59
Wholegale shops,
ropchouses Wil 3 2
Catering estoblish'ts
open to the public,
canteens HNil 10 a8
Fuel Etorapge Depots il 1
TOTALS 8 159 124 ‘
Total mmber of visits of all kinds by inspectors to
registered premises under the Act .o . - 142

In the main there are no serious contraventions and it has been
possible as a result of advisory inspections to improve lighting and
heating of some shops, as well as welfare facilities for staff, Ho
accidents were reported.

The nurber of inspections shown above are in respect of visite coxried
out for the socle purpose of this Act. The majority of shops listed above
sell a food or confecticnery product and as such are more particularly
supervized under the relevant Acts, as also are contraventiocns dealt with
under such legislation.

Under the Offices, Shops and Reilway Fremises fAct, 13 contraventions
were remedied relating to:-

Unsatisfactory ventilation 1
Tighting 1
Banitary conveniences 1
First aid 2
Other matters B(chiefly a failure to provide
staff with particulara of the

Act as prescribed)

An application for exemption of the requirements to provide sanitary
accomuodation on the premises of a registered premises was received and

granted,



MISCELLANEOUS

Two of the more topical my-sances were investigated - namely noise and
atmosrherie polluticr, Two formal complaints received regarding noise from
barking dops and industry were considered. The first complaint, although
made by o muber of perscons jointly could not be substantiated sufficiently
to enoble more than an informal request to the ovmer of the animals to keep
the dogs uwnder better control. Complaints of industrial noise are new in this
distriot but the three comploinants in this instence felt justified in asiking
for the sound level from a factory to be reduced to more reasonable proportions,
reoresentations were made to the firm concernod, and although certain works
have been corried out which hawve eliminnted noize fiom cne source, further
sound proofing scheduled to be completed shortly should result in the
elimination of further complainta,

Rererence was first mode to smolreless zones in the 1961 Annual Report but
this proposal hos been deferred until more recently, mainly because of a
posaible shorbage of smolkeless fuel., Several yisilzs were made to honses din
the new development arens, and elsewhers, ns a preliminacy investigaticon for
ro=consideration of smokeless fuel zones, Providing that the necessary fuel
supplies can now be gunroanteed and the authordity given it would appenr that
there are no particular cbstacles preventing the declaration of intent o
rraceed with aress of new housing development as the nucleus of a smokeless
TR,

CENERAL

Figures relating to rodent control are given below and again includsd in
this report to show the continuing efforts made to ensure an adequate safeguard
against major infestations of rats and mice. Some additional supervision has
bgen necessary to prevent a build-up of eclonies of rodents in the emphby
properties; and ot some cther dwellings it was necsssery to ask house-holders
to refrain from throwing food for birds as this was alsoc feeding rat=z end
hindering the efforts being made to eradicate the vermin,

The greatest demand for disint'e tation of houses came in the autumn and
cf the 56 houses visited the greeter proportion required the destruction of
wasps nests. A demand is still mads for assistance in controiling ants which
have invaded kitchens or other parts of the house but the more sericus bed bug
or fles problem did not arise,

RODENT CONTRCL

MNon-Agrieunltural| Agricultural

Mo, of properties in district L, 780 19
Wo. of properties (including nearby premises)
inspected following notification 225 Mil

No, of properties inspected which were
found to be infe-ted by:-

Rats 164 Nil

Mice 61 Nil

Ho. of properties inspected for reascons

other than notification BLO 8

¥o. of properties inspected which were
found to be infested by:-

Rats 60 6

Hice 120 2




Appendix 'Bf
FACTORIES ACT, 1961

Arrual Report of the Medical Officer of Health
in respect of the year 1968 for the Ulverston
Urban Distriet in the County of Lancashire,

Preseribed Farticulars on the Administratiocn
of the Pactories Act, 1964,

Fart 1 of the Act.

1 = Inspections for purpozes of provisions as to health (including inapections
made by the Public Health Inspectors).

]
uniber | Mhmber of
Premises on Inspections Written Occupiers
Register lotices Frosecuted
Eﬁgtories in which section 1,2,3,k ‘
6 are to be enforced by Local 11 32 - -
Authorities
Footories not included above in
which SBection 7 is enforced by the
[ocal Authority 61 5L 1 -
Other premises in which Section 7
is enforced by the Local Authority
(excluding outworkers premises) - - - =
TOTAL |, 72 Be 1 -
2. = Cases in which defrccts were found,
Referred
Farticulars Found Remedied To H.M. By H.M.
Inspector Inspector
ant of cleanliness (81) - - - -
rowding (32) - - - -
ascnable terperature (S3) - - - -
Inadequate ventilaticn {SJ;.} - — = -
Ineffective draining of floors(S6) - - - -
Sanitary conveniences (57) _
a) Insufficient - - - -
b] Tmsuitable or defectiwve 1 = - 1
e) Not seperate for sexes = = = =
Other offences against the Act
(not including offences relating to
outwork) - - S -
TOTAL . 1 = = 1

Fart VIII of the fect
Particulars under Sections 133 and 134

No. of oubworkers in August liat Nil
Wo. of cases of defoult in sending lists to Council Nil












