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ULVERSTON URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

AMNUAL REFORT
OF THE
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEAITH

FOR THE YEAR
1963
Divisional Health Offices,
Brogden Street,
Ulveraton,
August, 1984,

To the Chairman and Members of the
Ulverston Urben District Council,

ir., Cheirman, Ladies and Centlemen,

I have the honour to present to you the Annual Report of the Medical Officer
of Health for the year 1963.

GENERAL STATTSTICS AND SOCTAL CONDIT IONS

Area (in acres) 3,196
Fopulation - Census 1961 10,527
- Registrar General's Estimete of
home population mid 1963 10,490
Number of inhsbited houses 5,390
Rateable Value £322,985
Amount produced by & Fenny Rote £1235.

Although a laige part of the district is rural in character a variety of
industries are carried on in the tom, the chief of which are tanning, menufacture
of anti-bioctics and other phermaceuticels, electrical scocssories, and light
engineering, Agriculture plays a lerge part in the life of the commmity and a
cattle merket is held weekly. Ulverston is also the merket tovm for the surrcunding
countryside and a public market is held once 2 week.

VITAL STATISTICS

The principal vital statistics for 1963 and for the preceding five years are
given on page Z.

Of the 146 live births registered dwring 1963, 69 were males of which 1 was
i1legitimete and 77 were females, of which 3 were illegitimate.

Approximately 75.1% of deaths were in persons of 65 years of age and over,
The principal causes of death were:— Heart disease 70, Vascular lesions of nervous
syastem 50 and Maligmant growths, 19, Of the 70 deaths from Heart disease, b5 were
due to Corcnery Artery disease,






The table below shows comperisions between birth and desth rates in
England snd Wales and this District,

The rates quoted are for 1,000 porulation in 2ll cases,

| : England and Wales Ulverston Urban District |
i k i
Birth | Death Birth | Death |
Yeasr | Rate | Rate | Rate | Rate i
J. 4 | 1
¥ T - |
| ! : |
1953 17.2 1 12,2 ' 15.2 |F 15.0 j
1962 | 18,0 | 119 LiaBuon $h SABeS0dt o
| i | !
r 1 i -..!
s 2 __i. i i Frliey _|
: 1960 17.1 | 1.5 Ly | 12,7 |
i : = s
| 1959 1 16.5 11,6 ! 1B e Ly
STAFF
Mediesal COfficer of Health:- JuL WILD, M.A,, M.B,, B.Chir., M.R.C.5.,
L¢R¢C¢P¢ E] .Ul. PlHi
Other Appointments Held:- Hedieal Officer of Health -
Dalton-in-Furness Urban District
Grange=-over-Sands Urban District
Horth Lonsdale Fural District
Divisional Medical Officer =
Health Division No. 1 -
Lancashire County GCouncil.
Public Health Inspector:- JuE. TATES, Joint Board Certificate, R.S.I.

Keat ond Other Foods,






HOUSING

(1) Number of new dwellings c.ected dwring the yeoor:- Houses Flats

1) BEy the local authority 11 18

2) By other loecal suthorities Nil Nil

3) By other bodies or persons = 1é Nil
{2) Total No. of Oouncil-owned dicllings cxisting at end of year i 1010 |

i <. R,

(3) Insl:ggctima of &‘elling_ during the year:-

l:l'} (a) Total No. of dwellings inapected formally or informally
for housing defects (under FPublic Health or Housing Acta) 105
(b) Mo. of inspections, formal or informal, made for the purpose o183

{c} No. of dwellings in (2) ebove found to be not in all rwpec‘ts
reasonably fit for human habitation but ecapable of being

i b

rendered fit '. 5
{2) Total No. of @wellings existing at end of ycar which were unfit | 1
for humon hebitation snd not capable at reasonable expense of | |
being rendered fit and in respect of which:- | |
(a) Demolition Orders have been made (at any time) Wil ]
(b) Demolition or Closing Orders have not yet been made 56 i

" e by il e

a 'I
(4) Houses Demolished:- | Houses |—=okr@ced cduing yeor |
T Bt et Aroeass 'Iﬂcmlisl-mﬂ | Persons F_-ru_he:. i
(1) Houses unfit for human habitation 5 !I Jepiee A 7 i
(2) Houses included by reason of bad O Tt i
arran ement ete, . £ L Nil i Hil |

(3) Housez on land acquired under Section gy T "‘“Jl‘ i
L3(2) Housing ict, 1957 I L ' op , Mil .
Not in Clearance Areas: ey R 5

|

(4) A= » result of formal or informal procedure | ' : \
under Section 17(1) Housing Act, 1957 | Il 1 Nil , Nil |
(5) Local Authority cwnded houses . i _
certified unfit by the Medical
Officer of Henlth

1 |

e T S TR

(6) Houses unfit for human hsbitation where - e : e

action has been teken under local Acts (oY Nil | Hil ;

! 7 | !

{7) Unfit houccs ineluded in Unfitncss - — - ER
Orders Nil Nil 1 Nil

—— -

{5) Unfit Houses Closed:-

= i iy

{2) ader Soctions 16(4), L7(1).and 35(1). « + | fmme-mmmmt e
Housing Act, 1957

| 3 3 ‘; 2
(2) Under Sections 17(3) and 26, Housing b e ; e |
Aot, 1957 Mil Nil bom
(3) Perts of buildings closed under Section e ; =1 : t
18, Housing Act, 1557 . Nil gt P Nl :




(&) Unfit Houses Made Fit =nd Houses in which i T

Defects were Remcdied:- By q_ﬂd—h],;;;ﬁ-”]
MRl
El:l After inforinel action by loeal authority 20 ! -
2) After formal notice under (a} Public Health Acts | 1 , i {
(b) Sections 9 and 16 ;
Houeing Aet, 1957 Nil { Nil
{3) Under Section 24, Housing Act, 1957 | Nil | Nil
(7) Unfit Houses in Temporary Use (Housing Act, 1957):- il
(8) Purchase of Houscs by Agreement:-
Houses in Qlearance Arcas other than those ineluded in confirmed Clesrsmce

Orders or Compulsory Purchsse Orders, purchased during the year ...  «.s Nil |

+ — msaes

2 93 No. melling houses or t
(9) Housing fct, 1949 and Housing Provisions) or OF dwelling
Act, 1958 - Improvement grants, ete. }oth,r mwjﬁiﬂ;ﬁ*g?’f 4n
fotion taken durding the year:- Private Bodies |
or individuals|2oc8l Authority
(1) Submitted by privete individuals to ————— e
local suthority 10 i S
EE Approved by leecal authority T B =
3) Submitted by local authority to Ministry 1 i 1
L) Finally approved by Ministry | Hil i 1
EE Work completed L Nil
6) Additional scparate dwellings included in |
(5) above P Nl | Wil

e e e S 5.5 . 5 . i

{lﬂ] House Purchase and Housing het, 1959, Standard Grants:=-

e o —————— T r— =

'Ho. of dwelling= or

{~ other buildings
Action during year: | affected
1) Applications submitted to loeal authority bl
2; Applications approved by local authority i 1
3 - 33

A P

Work completed

SEECTAL HOUSING ACCOMMOD.TION FOR THE AGED

The sccond stzge of the schems for providing specisl housing accommodetion for
the sged 'ma completed during the year, The Fell Close scheme, as it has been named,
is nowomplete and ecomprises 20 one=bedroomed bungalows, & common room, & guests'
hedroom end a bungalo: for the warden, Each bungalow is comnected to the warden's
bungalow by & call bell, :

At the end of the year work had started on the building of flats for old peoplc
in Soutergatc, vhich will be a simils r wardon-guarded scheme.
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SRR 2 o o g
. Humber of eascs in ycar  |Number Rcomoved
| ; j of to
Discasec 1958 195% 1960 1961 1962 Cascs Hospital Toaths
Scarlet fever A R N T 6 o e DO
P — o Sl T A ._._.,_._._._._..._p.-____al_. B L e — — ——p e - 1 -
| i | i H
Mcasles 357 {239 | 89 | 90 | 23 | 192 | Batimined
R T AT | | 1 | iy il | =7
| | 1 | |
Whooping cough o, 1] 3! 5 [0 Pyl Ofasht aig
= S ol 0t B el R, il iy Sl
1 i | i | |
£ SEanL I < T 0 R | SALE 260 RN N N S
] ] i | |
Dysentery I b0 | b . vedjedigd|feo o gAY g
. :_ __.....I. . .._..]__.........!_.....--. [T - r':-- " « : [
Para~typhoid fever N 0 L s 3 a1
— i 1 =| | gl ;, i __..a_...._;l PR
Meningococeal infoction | 0 . 0 | 1 | (i) B T R i M
e 1 T T pvap——— -—:.-—-——-——-—T—-—. i-.-. | : | am A ram o pme ..-......_-......:.. e s
Food poisoning e e v TR MK T ol s
TOTALS 360 L2 |1m 97 | 24 = 205 gae 1o
TUBERCULOSIS

Information mgarding the inspection of meat, shops, stalls vehiclcs and

places where food is preparcd are given in the report of the Public Health

Inspoctor,

INSFECTION AND SUPVERVISION OF FOOD

There was 1 new casc of tuberculosis notified during 1963 but no dcaths -om

this diseasec,

The teble below shors the number of now cascs and desths from tuboroulosiz in

Ulverston Urban Distriet residents during the past 12 years,

[ New Cascs ' Doaths o

' Respircstory Non-Respiratory .  Respiratory Non-Respiratory

| Years [N : s A ROCTR= -.- =3 N I F AN M B

| 1952 2 it e s o e A ST L R T IR

| 1953 i 0 Vol ] e R
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1960 s I Y £ R T Al IR~ P i
1961 T 1 Wy L il ki B A -

¥ 1 = 1 |

i 1362 0 e R | o] dide 0 i ° AT R
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FACTORTES ACT, 19537 to 1359
Inspoctions for purpeses of provisions as to health (ineluding inspections

made by the Public Health Inspoctor).

El

1.

| Fremiscs
‘Foctories in which Scetions 1,2,3
4 and 6 arc to be enforced by
Local Authoritics

" Factories not included sbove in

' which Section 7 is enforccd by
the Local Authority

T —

Other premises in which Scetion 7
iz enforced by the Local Authority
(excluding cutworker premiscs)

2s Cases in which defects were found:-

Particulers

Tent of cleanlincss (S1)
Overcrowding (52)

Unreasonsble temparaturc (53)
Incdequate ventilation (S4)
Incffective drainage of floors (S6)
Sanitary Convenicnces (S7)

%ai Insufficicnt

b) Unsuitable or defective
c) Not separate for soxes

e B B ™ I S——— i
¢ Munber on | Written  Occupicrs |
iRegistar " Inspootiens Notices Froscouted |
e T e
1 { i
I |
frud 45 A L M1 ..
BRI NN NS R
! i 41
| | |
65 1ol s 5T e -
| U ML T e "f" R i o
! gl R et gt
i " Referred
} Tu H.M, By H.M.
Found ! Remodied Inzpector Inspector

| IS B B [ |
—

NATIONAL LESISTANCE ACTS, 1940 & 1951

It wma not found nceessary to teke any action under the above menticned Acts

during the ycar.

The report of the Public Health Inspector iz appended.

In conelusion it is my pleasure to thank the Mcmbers of the Health Committee
and the Officcrs of the Ulversten Urban District Council, particularly the Publie
Hoalth Tnspector for thedir unfailing courtesy snd help,

I have the honour to be,

Yrur cbedicnt servant,

J« L WILD,

Medical Officer of Health,



ANNUAL . EBFORT 1963.

The removal of unfit property and repair and improvement of other
nouses continucs to be onc of the major tasks and one which i1l continue
for many years, In 1955 the provisional list of proposcd slum clearsnce
property revealed that some 220 houscs werc then wnfit for human habitation
and that & large number of other houscs were sub-fandard and would regquire
further consideration. In the eight years since, 126 houscs have been
demolished, 50 closcd for habitaticn snd 15 othem made fit or converted
for usc other than housing, In 1963 the point was reached when the major
part of the first stage of slum clearance vms complcted and it was possible
to again review the sub-standerd houses pieviously envisaged as likely to be
unfit by this time.

Durdng the past year five houses in Oubcast Clearance Aran were
demolished by the oumer and nine houses in Tysen Square, previously acqguired
by the Council, and the last two M.A.F. bungalors were also demolished,

Seven housca situated betwe n the Ritble Bus Stotion and Brittania Inn
in the Ellirs was approved as a Clearsnce Area and a Gcmpt:isc:ry Purchase
Order submitted for confirmation,

The sbove propertics virtuslly coneluded the majority of houses included
in previous proposals for dezling with as clesrance areas, meny of vwhich were
taken from lists of unfit houses for slum clearance prepared in the late
1930" s,

Brewery Strect Clearance Avca of 21 housos contains some properties
included in the early proposals and since closcd for habitation and also
houses listed for consideration during the sccond stage of slum clearance,

fhis is the largest single area so far dealt with and = Compulsery Purchase
Order hes beon submitted for confirmation. If the neccssary approval for
poquisition is given the clesred site is intended to be used a3 & car park or
as a bus station and cer park,

The temporary bungealors in Green Lane Estate, also not in the first
proposals, had reached the end of their useful life mainly becsuse further
repairs and replacement of parts could not bc made, 18 familics have becn ro=
housed from thecse and the bungelows will be demolished in dun coursc.

Enmmwmsnt.of the trunk rosd scheme has cnabled other unfit houses to
be dealt with, Three houses in Knighits Yard have been closed and will be
demolished when road works reach that arca, Tenants from other housecs affected
have Boen re-houscd and these propertics several of vhich were sub-standord
and others back-to-back type are also scheduled for demolition,

A total of 2l familics comprising 61 perscons have becn re-housed during
che year =3 a result of zlum clearance,

The improvement of houses by way of Improvement Grants has been satis-—
Tactory. Seven discretionary and 41 standard grents were approved and in 3i
sases all work was completed. Once agein nearly a1l the applications were in
respect of ovmer occupied housca and slthough the improved property will
provide a better standard of housing the few applications for improvemont of

T =G



tenanted heuses is not at IFI'EBEIIT- achieving anything like the progreas
requircd to provide a universel sandard,

The Rent Aot provisions for certificates of disrepair was thought,
after serving a useful period during authorised rent increasis, to bs of
little further use, However, four cortificetes weic grented during 1963
end ong certificate previously granted in 1957 was cancelled.

The muxber of complainta of dsfects or unfitness in houszes not considered
for slum clearance was again vory lo. and in all cescs the nesessary repairs
were completed with only one formal notice being neccssery. There is often
delay in the completion of remedial works bui this in the majority of casca
iz duc to builders and contractors being sctively cogaged on other building
work,

Some progress has been mede in improving the sanitation of cottages
around the towm arca. The mumbor of houses without an entermal weter supply
has boon reduced from 14 to 6 and of thesc, one will be demolished in the
noar futurce and four othors sre to have en internsl szervice vhen other
improvements arg underteken. Pive houscs using peil closcts werc demolished
but 13 houses beyond the Council's drainage erca still use privy closets m:'
pail closets, As a water supply has beocn provided in the Next Ness Ares an
attempt was made to perauvede the ovmer to provide water closeta with the
necessary septic drainage, but so far unsuccessfully. It is intended to pro-
ceed with this improvement in 1964 and also eliminate the remaining privy
middens, new mainly at farm property, wherever possible,

Inspection and Supervision of Food

The total mmber of animals inspected at the Council Public Abattolr
was apprroximetely the samo 28 last yesr, there being an increase in the number
of cattle but decrease in shecp mand lambs, It is still significant to peint
out that the amount of mect produced from here is greatly in cxces: of the
Urban Distriet's requirements and it is conceivable that this is supplying =
ropulation of over 17,000, Thia of course necoassitztces a considerable pro—
portion of time being spent on inspection end manapement of the premizea and
conacquantly roduces the amount of time for routine duties of a different
nature, The premises continue to be used by 12 butchers, five of ihopm ars
from adjacent rurcl areas, end almost all the slaughtering is cmrried out by
the Councils' slaughtermen,

The vast majority of enimals cent for slaushter are young prime cattle
end sheep bred specificelly for moat and very 1little discase is found. 21
carcases were vholly condemncd the mejority arriving as cesualty animsls
having suffered injury or accident previocusly, Cirrhotic liver is still a
major compleint in beef animels and semething like 708 of the cattle are
affocted te a greater or lesser degrec. Tuberculozis vas not found in any
animal during the year, Two bullock carcases found to be affected by
Cysticerous Bowvis were destaincd in cold storage for three wecks, in accord-
ance wWith regulations, before being released for sale. 3



Carcases Inspected and Condemned
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Cattle ; Ebaeps [vony cowicl |
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18, visits of inspection have been made to food promises. Successful
legal proceedings were taken againast the osmer of o food shop for failure
to provide proper washing facilities and a fine of £5 for thi=s offence was
impmed by the megistretes. In 12 other instances where certain provisions of
the Food Hygicne Regulations werc not being complied with informol acticon
resulted in the necossary works being carricd out without delay,

Once agein the actual process of shrimp picking at registored dwclling
houses was only obascrved very occuzsionally but at least on each visit the
premises themsclves were found to be satisfactory. Although 18 houses are
registered, at cnly sbout four is the work cerried cut frequently and it would
appcer that th: others are mainly used during odd occasions vhen there is a glut
of shrimps,

Some 276 1bs, of tinned food, meat and chicken from food shops was volunterily
surrendered as wnfit for human consumption.

The investigation of incidents of Brucella organisms in milk was continued
from the previous year vhen two farms within the area were found to be affected.
At one farm where bulk semples had becn positive, individual samples of milk
from each of the 35 cows in the herd were submitted for analysis but all werc
found to be negative for Brucella, Further bulk samples since have also been
negative, At the second farm, samples of milk from 51 cows revealed that ninc

a1



animals were secreting Brucella organisms, With the co-operation of the
farmer, these cors were withdrawm from the herd used forale of row milk
and an asswrance given thet the animals would be sent for slaughter at the
conclusion of thedr prescnt lactation. Samples tzken later from the raw
milk as sold by retail were satisfactory.

Az there is no control over the movementsz of cows found to be Bruecells
cxeretors, and they mey be freely =0ld to other dajiry foyma, it ie becoming
neeessary to teke more froguent samples of milk te ensure that rawv millke is
gsatisfactory. Tho obvious answer is a naticnal policy, similear to the
Tubcrculosis Eradication Schemo, wherchby ro-actorz could be recorded and
slaughtered, or make pastourisation compulsory for the whole aresa wntil such
time as other sdequate measures can be put into being, This= vould not only
cover this particular public health problem but alse assist a farmer who is
endeavouring te build up and maintain 2 healthy herd of dairy cows,

2L other samples of milk wore submitted for analysis and of these, two
failed to pass the Methylens Bluc Te:st for cleanliness, Visits to the farm
were carried out and subsequent samplos proved satisfactory. These 24 samples
were all negative to the Tubcreulosis =nd EBrucellosis tests,

Hedent Control. v

L totel of 687 premises were inspectcd for the presonce of rats or mice
and in consequence 332 premiscs tere found to be infested. 1198 inspections
and re-inspections were required during these treatments. The anti-coagulant
poison, Warfarin, has been used almost solely for contrelling vormin and in
addition to beoing most effective is rolatively harmicss to human beings and
domestic snimals, Contrects arc still maintained on farm lands and most
industrial premises, and other traders heve arranged for periodiecal inspections
of their premiscs to teke place without prior notification.

Five Coumcil snd thres other houscs wore disinfested because of inseets,
mzinly ants or coclrosches which had beecome a sorious nuisance in the kitchen
or pantry.

Atmospherie Follution,

15 observetions of the amount of smoke emmitted from the fivs factory
chimiecys was carricd out. One hospitzl chimmey is the cause of some un-
neeessary pollutien and although wisual snd automstie sids have been instelled
the amount of derk smoke continucs to be higher than reasonable,

It would appear thet in vicw of the nationsl shortage of certain smoke=
less fucls, smokeless zomes, suggested in previous reports are not yet
rracticeble in Ulverston, Howover it is hopod that this scheme moy go forvard
somotime in the futwee when conditions ere more fovourable,

J.K, TATES,
Fiblic Health Inspsctor.









