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ULVERSTON URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

AINUAL REPORT

OF THE
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.

FOR THE YEAR
1956
Town Hall,
TLVERSTON.

Oetober, 1957.

To the Chairmen ond Members of the
Ulverston Urban District Council,

Mr, Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to you the Annual Report of the Medical Officer
of Health for the year 195E,

GENERAL STATISTICS AND SOCIAT, CONMDITIORS.

Area (in acres) 3,196

Population - Census 1951 10,075
= Registrar General's Estimate of

home population mid 1956 10,360

» Nuiber of inhabi%ed houses 3,239

Rateable Value £71,885

Amount Preoduced by a Fenny Rate £2768.308

Although a large part of the district is rural in character a variety of
industries are carried on in the towm, the chief of which are tanning, manufacture
of antibictics, electrical accessories, light engineering, dress making and fancy
goods. Agrloulturs plays a lerge part in the life of the community and a cattle
market iz held weclkly. WUlverston is also the merket town for the surrcunding
covntryeside and a public market is held once a week.

VITAL STATISTICS.

The principal vital statistics for 1956 and for the preceding five yoars are
given on page two,

Of the 158 births registered during 1956, 81 were males of which L were
illegitimate and 77 were femnles of which 2 were illegitimate,

; .}pprcxmtuly 7% of deaths were of peraons 65 years of cge snd over, The
principal cruses of desth were;- Heart disease 56, Malipnant growths L3 and
Vascular lesions of the nervous system 15.

Although the mumber of deaths were more thon last year, the mmber of births
also inereased so that births exceeded deaths by 27.

The neo-notnl mortality rate {i.e. the deaths of infants within 28 days of
birth) is often taken ~s an indication of the adequacy of the moternity services.
The increase in the number of nco-natal deaths to six is therefore somewhat
disturbing at first sight. However an analysis of the causcs of death shows that
4 of the infants were premsturely born, and two of these were complicated by
congenital abnormalities and the remaining two were born with congenitel
sbnormalities incompatible with life, Four out of the aix theraforc had not a
reasonable chanes of mrvival.

=il=




000° =ad g*) =(£6°0 ‘Iojoey A3TTTquavdnoo) ojed yjuop) pojenfpy

000¢t aed 9*Gi = (2Z0*) ‘03087 L3TTTAeTedWo0) S93VX UIITQ SATT) PoIsnfpy X

.m T
€ 1k e gl - e = i = L2 = 6°C1L = *G561=
K661 sxeal
g ofuIaay
L b L ! T TN i g - 9*GL | &Gi 6*CL | 8fl 1661
L b 11 G TIH T €l 2 L2t | 82t 276k | £6t 2561
22 € &2 | T TFH 2 1 ki T L*CL | BEL €561
1 z G 4 TTH TTH Si 2 2L | 2l 0L | £€ G614
L L L L TN TTH L ! L*OL | OLI %L | zZht GS61L
8¢ 9 519 9 TTH TTH G2 _ L 92y, | LEL £*Gk,| 851 9461
*SULITq  ‘paleg *SURITq *pelog *SUITY  pedsi "SURITQ palag *UOTEE *paday *UOT3E PoIog Teax
SATT -9TBoy SATT -sTdoyg Te303 -stday Te3o3 -stdoy | -ndod -spdoy -Tndod -stdey
0001 sugesp 000° | sygeep 000fL syjuep 000° | Xequmy 000° | Taqumyy 000° | Tequny
Jod Jo Con aad Jo *on Jod *J0 *op Tod Tad aad
ajey a3ey agey 23uy a3y a3ey
Te3uN-0ay Te30% A3 TTE3I0) TRUIagEy] BU3ITATTTIS (sesnwo TT¥) *SUITE 9ATT

£3rregacy guegul

sueaq

—2—



The table below shows comparisons between birth and desh rates in

England and Wales, 160 Smaller towns and this Distriet.

The rates quoted are for 1,000 population in all cases.

England and 160 Smaller Ulverston Urban
Wales. Towna. Distriet.
25 ,000«50,000

Year, population,

Birth Death Birth Death Birth Death

Rate, Hate. Rete, Rate. Rate, BRate,
1952 5.3 135 15,5 | 14,2 16,0 1.2
1955 15.5 1.k Ul B ks il 109
1955 15.0 11,7 15,9 11,6 1k Be3
1956 15: B A¥ST 15.6° 1 1.6 15.6 11,8

STAFF.

Medical Officer of Health:

Cther Appointments Held:-

Public Health Tnapector:-

J.L, WILD, M,A,, M.B., B.Chir,, M.R.C.8.,
IMR*G;P;, DiFiH- 3

Medical Officer of Health,
Dalton-in-Furness Urban District,
Grange-over-Sands Urban District,
Ulverston Rural District.

Divisional Medieal Officer -
Health Division No. 1,
Langashire County Council,

J.K. TATES, Joint Doard Certificate,
R.5.I. Meat and other Foods,




SANITARY CIRCUMETANCES OF THE DISTRICT.

WATER SUFFLY.

Water is supplied by Barrow Corporation from Penningbon Reservoir to the
Ulverston Urban District Council's water works at Castle Hill, Permington,
Here the water is send filtered before storagein a service reservoir of
24 million gallons eapecity. Before passing into the trunk main for
distribution the water is subjected to chlorinaticon,

During the yesr the supply was satisfactory in quantity.

Five bactericlogical asnalyses of the water were made during the year and
all gave satisfactory results., Two samples were token from private supplies
which proved satisfactory.

During the year 63 new houses were connected to the public mains and at
the end of the year 3,26l houses were supplied direct to the houses, 17 were
supplied by standpipes and 16 from private supplies.

SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE.
Work contimued throughout the yeer on the new main drainage scheme,

At 318t December, 1956 there were approximately 3,260 houses on the water
carriage system with approximately I, 700 water closets,

HOUSING.

Plats, Housea,

Nurber of new houses crected during the year:-

(1) By loeal autherity Nil 5l
EE By other local authorities Nil Nil
3) By other bodies or persons Nil g

1 Inspection of dwelling houses during the vear:

(1) (a) Total mumber of dwelling houses inspected formally
or informally for housing defects (under Public Health

or Housing Acts) 152
(b) tumber of inspections, formal or informal made for
the purpose 335
(2) Dwelling houses unfit for human habitation and not
capable at reasonable expense of being rendered fit;
a) Murber found during year 1
b) Total murber existing at end of year 133
(3) Number of dwelling houses found during the year to be
not in all respects reasonably fit for human habitatiom
but capable of being rendered fit; L
2, Clearance Areas (H Act, 1936 and Hou Repairs and

Renta Aot, 1954

(1) Number of dwelling houses demolished during the year  Nil



3.

5.

Houses not included in Clesrsngc Areas:—

; Persons
{1) Houses demolished or elosecd dwring year: Houses. Displaced.
(a) Housing Act, 1936
Demolished as a result of formal or
infermal procedure (Seetion 11) 3 5

CGlozed in parsuance of an undertaking
given by owmers under Section 11 and still
in forece Wil il

Parts of buildings closed (Section 12) Hil Nil

(b) Housing Act, 1949:
Closed as a result of closing crdera

under Sections 3(1) and 3(2) Nil Nil
(¢) Local Govermment (Miscellaneous Provisions)
Aet, 1953:
Cloged as a result of closing orders under
Section 10(1) and 11(2) 13 2%
Number of
Heuges.
Repaira during the year:
(2) R i during th
(a) Unfit houses in which defects were remedied
during the period as a result of informal
action by the local authority wnder the
Housing or Public Health Acts: 14
(b) Public Health Acts - Action after service of
formal notice - Houses in which defects were
roemodied:=
By ovners L
By local suthority in default of owners Nil

(e) Housing Act, 1936 = action after service of formal
notice (Sections 9,10,11 and 16)-Houses made fit:

By ownera 2
By local autherity in default of owners Nil

(d) Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954:
Houses reconstructed, enlarged or imﬁ'rmed and
5

Demolition Orders revoked (Section Nil
Unfit houses in te use (Hous Repoirs and Rents
Act, 1954 Nil

Housing Act, 1949 = Improvement Grants cto.,

Nunber of dwelling
lo. of houses or other

fction during the year: Schemes, bulldings affected.
(a) Submitted by private individuals to
local authority 13 13
b) Approved by loecal authority 13 13
e) Submitted by loeal authority to Miniatry Nil Nil
d) Finally approved by Ministry Nil Nil
e) Work completed L 4
) Additionel separste dwellings inclunded
in (e) above Nil Nil



INSFECTION AND SUFERVISION OF FOOD.

The Food Hygiene Regulations 1955 came into operation during 1956,
certain of them on 1at Jamizry and othermon 1st July. The Comnittes were in
agreement with all the regulations except regulation 7 which, even as
subsequently amended, would have had the effect of prchibiting the giving
out of shrimps for picking to be followed by sele in the market and shops in
the towm, At the request of the Minister of Health the views of the Council
were forwarded to him and he ultimately decided that exdisting arrangements
for shrimp picking should be allowed to continue until 1st January, 1958,

The remaining information regarding the inspection of meat, shops, stalls,
vehicles and places where food is prepared are giwen in the report of the
Public Health Inspector, as alac are particulars of registration under the
Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949, and the Ice Cream (Heat Treatment, ete.)
Repulationa, 1947 and 1948,

There were no cases of food poiscning,

IHEVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER DFECTIOUS DISEASES.

Five houses were disinfected by formaldehyde wapour, following tuberculosis,
and olothing and bedding has been steem disinfected when necessmry at
Devonahire Road Hoapital, Barrow-in-FPurness,

Notifications of Infectious Diseanse.

1 1956
lhurber of coses in year Ihumber Removed
of to
Disecase 1951 15952 4953 1954 1955 ||Ceses. Hospital. Deaths.
Scarlet I :
fever, 5 11 13 12 7 1 1 0
Measles 16 7 | 298 38 L6 5 0 0
Whooping
cough 32 e (o] 35 L T 8} o]
Poliomyelitis 0] 4 (0] 1 [ 0 0 Q
Dysentery 1 1 o (o] o c 0 0
Fara=Typhoid
fever o 0 o 1 o O 0 4]
Prcunonia g [ 10 A T O | 0 0
Totals sl 57 Btz (a7 | &5 13 1 0

The ineidence of infestious Aiseases has been remarkably low throughout
the year,



TUBERCULCSIS.

The following table shows the mumber of new cases and mortality during
1956,

Ape Periods : New Casea. Deaths
YTears, Respiratory. MNon,Respiratory.|| Respiratory. HNon,Respiratory.
M F M F M F M F
0= (0] 4] Q 9] L] 0 o 0
1= Q 0 1 0] (4] L8] a (0]
= Q0 O 0 1] 0 0 LB o
T 0 0 o 0 0 0 0 0
10= L] 1 0] 0 4] (4] 8] o]
15— ] 2 o (8] L8] 0 O 0
0= 0 Q 0] Q Q Q L] 0
2b= 0 0 (4] 0 ] 0 0 8]
- 1 o] 1 o 8] Q 0] (8]
45~ 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
S 1 0 0 0 1 o] 0 0
65- 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 ]
75 and
upwards. 0| o 0 0 0 o] 0 0
Totals, L | I 1 2 Q 1 1 8] o]
8 ; 2 2 0

The table below shows the mumbers of new cases and deaths from tubsrculosis
in Ulverston durding the past 12 years.

Mew Cases. Deatha.
Respiratory. Non.Respiratory.|| Respiratory. Non.Respiratory
Year F F M F
19L5 L 10 3 2 L 1 0 0
1946 8 2 1 2 5 1 o 0
1947 6 3 1 2 o] 3 0 Q
19L8 i [ 1 0 L L 0 0
1949 1 I 2 0 1 1 0 0
1950 3 & 3 0 2 3 (v} 0
1951 5 5 0 3 1 0 0 1
1952 2 8 1 0 Q Q L] (0]
1953 L 0 o] 0 (0] 0 (o] 0
195 f 7 1 0 1 1 o 0
1955 [ 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
1956 & I 2 a 1 1 4] 0




FAOTORIES ACT, 1937 & 1948

Inspections f'or purposes of provisions as to health including inspections
made by the Public Health Inspector,

Premises, Mumber on| Number of Written | Ocouplers
Repgister. | Inspections.| Notices. | Prosecuted.

Factories in which

Sections 1,2,3,4 and
& are to be enforeed
by the Local Authority 9 11 . Nil Wil

Factories not included
above in which Scction
7 is enforced by the

Local Authority 56 66 Wil wil

NATTIONAL ASSISTANCE AOTS, 1948 and 1951

It was not found necessary to take any action under the above mentioned
acts during the year.

The report of the FPublic Health Inspector is appended,-

In conelusion it is my pleasure to thank the Members of the Health
Committee and the Officers of the Ulwverston Urban Distriet Couneil, particulariy
the Publie Health Inspoctor for their uwnfailing courtesy and help.

I have the honour to be,
Your cbedient servant,
J.L, WILD.

Medieal Officer of Health,



REFORT OF THE FUBLIC HEALTH INSFECTCOR

-

FCOR _THE YEAR 1956

To the Chairmen and Members of the Health Committee.
Mr, Chairman, Ladies and Gentlcmen,

I herevith submit a summary of the work relating to Public Health
Administration carried out by the Department durdng the pericd 1st January to
318t December, 1956,

KEFUSE_DISFOSAL.

A regular weekly collcction has been maintained throughout the year,
Disposal of the refuse has been by controlled tipping at Tebay Lane,
Treetments have been corried out to prevent infestatione by rodents and ins
and the tip has been maintained in a satisfactory condition.

RODENT CONTROL.

Routine treatments of the sewers, sewage works, controlled tip and beck
gourses have been carried out,

The following is a summary of the total treatments undertaken,

Fropertics,
Dwelling houses 12k
Other Properties 159
hgricultural 3

HOUSING,

Slum clearance has continued during the year, Bells Yard Clearance srea
consisting of seven houses was approved and the Clenrance Order confirmed
without modification by the Minister of Housing and Local Government on the
ninth of November. Three houses have been demolished as a result of formal
ection under the Housing Acts and 13 houses closed as being unfit for human
habitetion,

No applications for certificates of disrepair, or applications for
revocation of certificates were received during the year,

SANITARY INSEECTIONS,

306 inspections and re-inspections heve been made following the receipt
of complaints or investigation of nuissnces and their subsequent abatement,

Below is a summary of the eases oheted by serving informal notices:-

Insufficient or insanitary accommodation for house refuse - 2
Dofective roofs - 7

Defective spouting and guttering - 1

Danpness from other couses = 1

Inndequate water supply - 2

Defective conditions of drains - L

Defective or insanitsry closets - 7

Verminous premises - L

Miseellaneous nuisances - §

Cases denlt with by serving Statutory Noticeaj-

Premises in such a state as to be prejudicial to health or a nuisance = h.l




INSFECTION AND SUFERVISICH OF FOOD.

Meat Inspection,

The publiz slaughterhouse in the Gill has again been used by the majority
of local butchers and two butehers from cutlying districts, Although the
layout and construction of the premises are far from satisfactory the
slaughterhouse has been kept ot an high a standard of cleanliness as possible.
The keeping quelity of parcase meat in the cooling room has been greatly
appreciated,

The totzl mmber of animals killed snd inspected (4,901) is in excess
of the previous year by 150, mainly due to sheep and lambs,

Improvementa in the gemersl reduection of disease and subscquent
condemnations reported last ycar has again been very noticesble, For the first
time since meat inspection records were kept tuberculosis was not found in
any degree in cattle and calves during the whole of 1956, It is only five
years ago that almost 20% of the eattle inspected were affected with
tubereulosis and sredit must be given for the woy tubereulosis hos been
eradicated from animals in this area,

Cysticercus Bovis {the cystic stage of tapeworm found in becf} affected
Bix young cattle and the meat was subjected to six weeks refrigeration in
accordance with Ministry policy before being released for sale. Enquiries
ehow that the affected animals had come from outside the Urban District aresa,

Carcases inspected and condemmed,

Cattle | Sheep ]
Excluding and
Cows., Cows. | Calves, | Lamba, |Pigs,
Hhumber Killed 58N 252 221 2895 Al
Number Inspected B8aL 262 221 2895 BLG
All discases oxeeot tuberculosis.
Vhole carcnses condemmieds sssesess - 6 13 13 1
Carcaso of which some part or
orgen was condemnet, .ussssssssses 18 29 - - =
Fercentage of the number
inspected affeooted with disease
ﬂth&!‘ 'bhﬂn tl]bemulﬂﬂiﬂ. (FEEEERE N NI ZJé 1}‘% 5’% 0.5% 0'&
Tubereulcsis only.
¥Fhole carcscec condemed. s sssssas - - = = -
farease of which some part cr
organ Was condetmeds susennanasans = - i = 2
Percentage of the mumber
inapected effected with tuberculosis - = = = 0, L%
Cyaticercosis,
Carcase of which some part or organ
wos condemned. . cassssussanssnnen 6 L - o =
Oarcases submitted teo refrigeration 6 - = = =
Generalised and fotally condemmed Nil il - = =
Porcentage of the number affected
with oysticercosis 0. 7% | Nl T = =/

=10



Causes of Condermation,

Cattle. Calves. Sheep. Figs. Total.

Tuberculosis, generalised - -

Tuberculosis, congenital - = - o =
Ansenda, advanced = = 1 = 1
Bruising, extensive and severe - - I - b
Emaciation, pathological 1 - 1 - 2
Fever - - 1 - 1
TInmaturity - 5 1 - 5
Mostitis, septiec 3 = = = 3
Oedemn, generaliasd - = L ] L
Feritonitis, septic 1 - - 1 2
Pyaemia, including joint ill - & - - [
septicacmia or toxacmia 1 - = = 1
Dther causes - 2 1 - 3

b6 15 135 1 33

Food Shops and Premises.

The Food and Drugs Act and the Food Hygiene Regulaticns came into force on
the 18t Januery, 1956 and emphosis has been put into inplementing these
requirements as they apply to food premises, Some LE6 inspections and
re-inspections have becn made and it is gratifying to report that the necessity
to institute legal proceedings for failure to comply with any regulation did
not arise.

& number of cstablishments hod already exceeded the statutory requirementa
btut some premises have hed to make considerable alterations and improvemaents,
in szome cases of a structural and costly nature.

Az on indicetion of the extent to which the new Regulations mainly affected
food premises,the following figures show the most common fault,

Lack of suiteble snd sufficient wash hand basins — 31 premises

Food rooms not clean, in good order or vermin proof = 22 premises

Absence of first-ald materials - 10 premises

Lok of faecilitics for washing food and equipment - 7 premises

Lieonscd premises came within the scope of the Regulations and throe

premises were fount to have inadequate or unsstisfactory sink washing

fagilities and three without constant hot water to the bar sinks,

Other instances; insuffisient cleansing: particularly in beer cellars;
lagk of hygienie practices and insufficient sanitery conveniences were reported.
By the cnd of the year most of the premises had hnd considersable work cerried
out to comply with the Repulations and generally improve the appesrance, The
remedining promizes have plans and work in hand which should be completed in
saxrly 1957,

The satisfactory stondards prevailing in the butcher's shops and prescrved
meat shops has been mainteined, In seversl instaonces extensive alterztions to tha
shops and preparing rooms have taken place with the result that the premises
are o credit to the proprictors and the towm.

Bakehouses have generally been found satisfoctory. Here again,
alterstions, improvements and re-decorntion have improved standsrds although
one establishment hed to be threatened with legel proceedings before the desired
roesult was obtained,

The four fried fish shops have all undergone some form of improvement and
two older establiskments previously reported as heving = low hygienic standard

are stendily improving.

The Food Hypiene Regulaticns and national publicity have as a whole
succeeded in rodising the stendard generally in all food premises. Thera is, :
however, a marked differcnce between the shops which are a 1000 satisfectory end
a show pieco, and the establishment whioh just manages to comply with statubory
regqullelants. The latktea ¢an never mateh the former, but sn leng as Improvementsa

=11
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can e mada and hygienle practices put into daily use it is believed that the
time will come when it is possible to report that every food establishment
has been found satisfactory inevery rcospect. However, 1956 has been o
satisfagtory yesr of progress in the clesner food campeign.

305 tins of meat, wvegetables, fruit ete., have been disposed of after
beding wvolunterily surrendered by the owmers,

ICE CREAM,

Two premises are registered for the manufacture, astorage and sale and
26 premises for storage and sale., The retailers mainly sell pre-packed
dee—cream supplied by the larger manufacturers outside the distriet. A1l
premizcs have been kept in o clean and satisfactory condition,

MILK_AND DATRIES,

Under the Milk and Deiries Repulations, 1949 two persons are registered
as Distributors and two promimes ore registered for use as Dairies (not being
Dodry Farms).

Pour desler's licences to sell Tuberculin Tested Milk and one retail
Distributors license to sell pasteurised milk hove been issued.

B8 samples of milk were cbtzined for bastericlogicnl examination for
cleenliness, cne of which proved to be unsatisfactory. The onse was reported
to the Lancashire Oounty Executive Committee for necessary action. Further
snmples have proved satisfactory.

Bottlers of milk and dairymen sre coneerned sbout the dirty state of some
of the empty milk bottles returned by customers, some of which are impossible
to cleanse properly. As the bottle is more expensive to buy than the milk
it holds the economic factor does not allow boitles to be destroyed
indiseriminately on this account, and this may account for the occeasional poor
sample, The omus, however, rests with the seller but it is thought that given
the right publicaty, clean rinsing, and prompt retwurning to the dairyman
would ultimotely benefit the consumer.

I am, Ledies and Gentlemen,
Yours obediently,
v . TATES,

Fubhlic Health Inspector,
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