[Report 1917] / Medical Officer of Health, Ulverston U.D.C.

Contributors

Ulverston (England). Urban District Council.

Publication/Creation
1917

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/eyanqsrj

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

53

T
%

Urban District Council

of Ulverston.

ANNUAL REPORT

(f)

YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 3lst. 1917.

ULvERBTON !

FrercHER & RoBIiNgeoN, QUREN BTREET.

% Medical Officer of Health %

25






To the Chairman and Members of the Urban
District Council of Ulverston.

Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health.

ULVERSTON,

Mareh, 1918
(GENTLEMEN,

Although my Annual Report must again be restrieted
in form, the Liocal Government Board have consented to its
being printed as in former years. As was the case last year,
the report will deal, very shortly, with observations on the
sanitary work of your distriet

INSPECTION OF DISTRICT.—I am quite satisfied
that the district, generally, is kept under careful supervision,
and as much systematic inspection as the depleted staff, and
the urgency of other work would admit of, has been carried out.

SANITARY CONDITION AND PROGRESS.—
WATKR SUPPLY.-~-There has never been any shortage of
water during the year, although it has been necessary to
exercise aconomy in its use. As to the quality, [ give below
a copy of an analysis, which speaks for itself.

Total Solids in Solution ... .. T2 parts per 100,000

Oxygen absorbed from lin 15 minutes 0-036 i
Permanganate ... lin 3 hours 0-074 0

Ammonia i ... 0-:001 e
Albuminoid Ammonia ... .. 000D i
Nitrogen as Nitrates Nil. >
Nitrogen as Nitrites Ser  AINIE 5
Combined Chlorine W o

The Analyst says : ** This is very good water for drinking
and domestic use.”
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SEWHKRAGE AND DRAINAGI.—A good deanl of
trouble has been eaused during the year by the condition of
the main sower in the South Ulverston Arvea; the whole of the
sewers in this district have been dredged and a very large
quantity of detritus removed therefrom. For more detailed
information on this point [ may refer to the Surveyor's Report
appended hereto. [looding in the low lying parts of the
district has arisen in times of exeessive rain, and I fear this
will not be remedied until the whole system has been altered

and improved.

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. —There are eight registerad
Slaughter-houses in the district and, without exception, their
structural condition and position leave much to be desired, but
they are kept under strict supervision, and little complaint has
arisen on the score of cleanliness.

DATIRIES AND COWSHEDS.—The Dairies and
Cowsheds in the Distriet are inspected each month, and their
condition is as good as can be expected, seeing that many of
them are, from a structural point of view, very defective, and
I do not see how, in the present condition of the labour
market and the shortage of building materials, any great im-
provement is to be effected.

COMMON LODGING HOUSES.—The Common
Liodging Houses, three in number, are now very little used.

FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS.—Owing to the
inerease in the number of employeés, especially of females, it
has been necessary to ask for alterations in the sanitary
arrangements at some of the Factories, and these have been
either carried out, or the work is proceeding.

REFUSE REMOVAL --Considerable difficulty heas
arisen, through the shortage of labour, in the carrying out of
this very important branch of sanitary administration, but I
think, on the whole, there has been small cause for complaint.
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1 suggested in my last Annual Report that the Council should
be on the look-out for a new tip as the accommodation at the
old one was well nigh exhausted, and I am glad to know that
one has been secured which should last for several years.

HOUSING, TOWN PLANNING, &c., ACT.—The
provisions of this Aet have been, for all practical purposes, in
abeyance during the year, the designated Officer simply
endeavouring to get outstanding work completed, and from
details given in his report it will be seen that, in this, he has
been successful.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Rateable Value of the Council’s Distriet : —

£ a ad:
For Poor Rate ... 50,900 10 0
For General District Rate ... .. 4043515 0O

Population (enumerated 1911) 9,662
e (enumerated 1901) 10,060
3 (estimated 1917) 9,960

It will ba noted, from the above, that I estimate that there
has heen an increasze of 409 upon the population as enumerated
ab the census of 1911, and this increase is, to a great extent,
acgounted for by the number of men and women who have
come into the town to work on the production of munitions.
The opportunity of estimating the change in population
has been afforded by the operations of the Food Control
Departmsnt.

The population of the vorious Wards into which the
distriet is divided may be roughly estimated as follows : —

1911 1918
North Ward ... 2248 2270
South Ward ... 1848 1900
East Ward SR b2 i 2250
West Ward ... 2085 2110
Central Ward ... ... 1396 1430

— ce—

Totals e 9552 9960
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BIRTHS. -The births registered, as oceurring, in your
district have numbered 208, which produces a birth-rate of
20-8 per 1000. [n the year 1916 there were 218 births, the
birth-rate then being 22:8 per 1000,

There were 113 male births and 95 females.
Fourteen illegitimate children wera born.

DEATHS — The number of deaths registered, as actually
oceurring in the distriet, has been 151, the death-rate being
151 per 1000; but in this number 24 deaths are included of
persons who did not belong to the district, and these have to
be deducted, but 15 deaths of persons belonging to the district
have occurred outside which gives the nett deaths as 142 and
the death-rate of 14:2 per 1000. In the year 1916 there were
156 deaths of residents and a death-rate of 16-3 per 1000.

The deaths have been distributed in the different Wards

as follows ' —

1917 1916
Deaths. Death-rate. Deaths. Death-rate.

North Ward 34 14-9 38 169
South Ward 32 16-8 50 270
Fast Ward 21 9-0 18 9-1
West Ward 32 15-1 37 17-2
Central Ward 23 160 13 9-3

Totals 142 142 156 16-3

There have heen 81 deaths in males and 61 in females.
38 deaths have arisen in public institutions in the distriet,

INFANTILE DEATHS. 1 find that in infants under
one year old there have been 18 deaths, which equals an
Infantile Death-rate of 86-5 per 1000 births. In the previous
year thera were 21 deaths in infants, the death-rate per 1000
births bheing 96-3.

[ append hereto a table showing the eauses of death in
infants and their Ward distribution—
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Morth South East West Central
Ward, Ward, Ward, Ward. Ward Total

=
=
=
=
=

Measles

Meningitis
Bronchitis
Tubercular Meningitis
Convulsions
Pemphigus
Laryngitis
Hydrocephalus...
Diarrhcea
Congenital Defects
Asthenia
Intussusception
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Totals

It is always satisfactory, and more especially at this
time, when every life is of so much importance to the welfare
of the nation, to be able to report a decrease in the number of
infantile deaths, small though it be.

The Infantile Death-rate in your distriet 18 compara-
tively low, but I am convinced that with increased knowledge
and better care it may be brought considerably lower. In my
last Annual Report I hinted that the l.ancashire County
Couneil intended to appoint a Female Health Visitor who
would exercise supervision over vour district and the
neighbouring Urban District of Dalton-in-Furness. This was
done, and the work commenced in the Summer, and judging
from the weekly attendance at the centre I should say
that the venture has been quite a success. The machinery of
the Infant Welfare Centre assists us to deal with all the causes
which operate prejudicially upon the the health of the infant.
The problem of the day is to bring down the death-rate from
the diseases which are preventable, and I feel sure that it
can be reduced to a satisfactory level.
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ZYMOTIC DEATHS.— Looking through my register
I find that there have been 13 deaths from diseases which are
classified under this head, sight fiom Measles and five from
Diarrheea, which is equal to a death-rate of 1-30 per 1000.

NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES.—
The following notifications of cases of infectious disease have
been received during the year, viz : two of Secarlet Fever, one
of Diphtheria, one of Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis, four of
Erysipelas, and 192 of Measles,

DIPHTHERIA AND SCARLET FEVER.—As only
two cases of Scarlet Fever and one of Diphtheria have been
notified during the year, there 18 no need for any comment
upon them,.

JEREBRO-SPINAL MENINGITIS. - This case was
reported on the 27th of April, oceurring in Daltongate in a
very good class cottage house, the sufferer being a boy aged
four years who was on a visit to the town. On the 2Ist of
April the ehild was parfectly well, but on the f[ollowing day,
the 22nd, he was taken seriously ill and grew gradually worse
until the day on which the case was notified, dying on the

satne day.

The symptoms were quite fypical of the diseace, and a
sample of Cerebro-Spinal fluid taken by lumbar puncture
showed, by bacteriological examination, the dip-lococcus
Careful investigation failed to trace any contact with a previous
case or any cause for the outbreak.

MEASLES.— The chief inciderce of this disease was in
the month of January when no less than 163 of the notified
cases oceurred. The epidemic then declined, only 15 cases
being notified in February, 4 in Mareh, 8 in April, 8 in May
and 4 in June, nfter which there were no further reports until
the end of the year Bo severe was the epidemie that I
advised the closure of the Elementary Day Schools from the
8th January, 1917, until the 10th February, 1917,






Sanitary Inspector’'s Report.

Towxw HaLL,
ULvERSTON,

Marech, 1918.

To the Chairman and Members of the Health Commattce.

(GENTLEMEN,

I herewith beg to submit my Report on the work carried
out during the year ended December 31st, 1917, relating to
Publie Health Administration.

NUISANCES.

Number of Complaints entered in Journal cee B4

= Statutory Notices served ... 9
A Intimations given ... ... 89
= Nuisances unabated ... S

Houses with insanitary and insufficient refuse
accommodation b 16

Result of action taken : 12 bins provided.

Insanitary and defective Water ('losets—1Y cases
affecting 28 houses.

Result of action taken —All put in order.

House Drains stopped ... TS
Result of acticn taken — All eleared.

Insufficient Closet Accommodation, premises
affected ST

Hesult of action taken—2 Privies converted to
W.C's and 2 new W (s built.
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Offensive Accumulations, &e. (Cases) ... SR
Nuisances abated ... stk el

Tents and Caravans without sanitary accommo-
dation, 3 Cases—All removed.

Overcrowding, 1 ease—Nuisance abated.

An application was made for premises in the Gill to be
licensed as a Marine Store. The premises adjoin a dwelling-
house and were considered structurally unsatisfactory,therefore
the license was not granted.

INSPECTION OF NEW BUILDINGS.

All New Buildings are inspected during construction
and the drainage system tested with water before the trench
is filled in, and again with smoke before the certificate of
fitness for occupation is given,

INSPECTION OF PRIVATE DRAINS.

Redrainage of property owing to serious defacts,
2 inspections.

Minor eases of redrainage or repairs owing to defects,
15 inspeections.

New W.C. connections for existing property,
7 inspections.

HOUSING AND TOWN PLANNING, &c.,
ACT, 1909,

Since 1916, new inspections under this Act are only
made on instructions from the Medical Officer of Health.
At the beginning of the year six notices affecting 34 houses
were still outstanding.

Numerous re-inspections have been made, Owners,
Agents and Tontractors interviewed, &e., with an endeavour
to get the outstanding works carried out.
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RESULTS OBTAINED : -

Ventilation of Rooms including alterations of existing
windows and provision of new windows—14 houses.

Floors and Walls repaired—2 houses.

Roofs (ineluding slates), repairing defective gutters,
&e.—-2 houses.

Yards, repairing whole or part area as necessary—
2 houses.

Privies converted into W.C's—1 affecting 1 house.

New W.C. erected—1 affecting 3 houses.

Owing to complaints, and on the request of the Medical
Officer of Health, four cottages in Kitchen's Yard were
inspected and the conditions reported to the Health Committes.
Notices were served to carry out the necessary sanitary
improvements. The owner of two of the cottages did not feel
disposed to carry out the requirements of the Council and
offered the cottages to the Council for a nominal sum. The
Council accepted the offer and propose to close them for
human habitation.

Defects and insanitary conditions affecting 25 houses still
require attenfion. Part only of the required works having been
carried out, with the exception of 10 houses where practically
nothing has been done and the sanitary conditions are most
unsatisfactory and insufficient.

Reports on sanitary and serioue defects during the War
are, where possible, being dealt with under the Public Health

Acts.
NEW BUILDINGS.

Number of Plans submitted for approval ... 7
Number of Plans approved v D

The approved plans are for--
1 Bungalow,
5 Miscellaneous Buildings, alterations and additions.
No new houses have been certified during the year.
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SEWERAGIE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL.

A large amount of sewer dredging has been carried out
during the year, necessitated in a great measure through the
conditions at the outfaull. Practically the whole of the sewers
in the Bouth Ulverston area from Canal Head to Sea View
(main and branch sewers) have been dredged, the main brick
sewer being particularly bad. From this sewer alone 37 loads
of detritus were taken out. In places it was a foot deep and
set quite hard, affecting the sewage flow us far back as Lund
Rond.

Sewers in Low Lightburn Park and Priory Road (flat
gradients) have been dredged, and a length of 40 yards in
Springtield Road, obstructed through tree roots having grown
through the pipe joints, has been put iu order.

A storm water overflow has been provided in the Canal
Head sewer to relieve the Honey Pot sewers in times of heavy
rain.

Further trouble has been experienced with the 156C.I. pipe
sewer hetween Fitz Bridge and Oufeast. This sewer for a length
of 670 yards is in the form of an inverted syphon in which are
two short inverted syphous where it crosses the beck course,
one at Low Mill Bridge and the other at Outeast. There are no
manholes or inspection chambers on the whole length. At two
points an inspection of the sewer was made and the pipe was
found to be encrusted and to contain a large quantity of detritus,
This sewer receives a portion of the town's sewage, the whole
of the sewage from Swarthmoor Village and the drainage of
works engaged on Government work, including Low Mill
Tannery, so the roaintenance of this sewer in proper working
order is obviously essential.

A scheme for the improvement of this sewer, estimated
to cost £457, was submitted to and approved by the Couneil.
It includes the construction of inspection chambers (which will
permit the dredging of the sewer and, if necessary, scraping
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the pipes) and taking out the two short inverted syphons.
The scheme was submitted to the Local Government Board
and, owing to Treasury Restrictions, turned down. However,
application was again made pointing out the serious conse-
quences in the event of this sewer becoming much worse, in
reply to which an lnspector came down fo examine and
report, resulting in the scheme being approved and the
the necessary loan sanctioned.

Unfortunately the work is being held up through the
difficulty in obtaining special castings, &e , but every endeavour
is being made to get the work carried out at the earliest
possible date.

The sewage settling tanks at Morecambe Road and
Swarthmoor are emptied when necessary.

Flooding, particularly in the low-lying part of the
district, continues during heavy rains and high tides. Every
attention is given to relieve the ftrouble and to abate the

eonsequent nuisance

The sewers are regularly and systematically inspected,
and flushing carried out when necessary and a number of
blockages and minor defects have been remedied during the

year.
SLAUGHTER HOUSES.

Number of Slaughter-houses on register 8

The Slaughter-houses are regularly inspected and only
on a few oceasions has it been necessary to call attention to
lime-washing and removal of garbage. Unfortunately they are
now very little used. Generally they are found in a clean
condition.

COMMON LODGING HOUBSES.
Number of Common Lodging Houses on register 3

These houses are now very little used. They are
inspected and have been found clean and well kept.
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FACTORIES AND WORKSIHOPS.

The number of Factories and Workshops on the register
18 a8 follows ;—
Factories 42
Workshops ... T4

Owing to the number of employees in certain factories
having increased, and also the employment of female labour,
the sanitary arrangements had to be revised. One factory has
carried out the requirements and provided an additional W.C.,
another has provided pail closets as the works are being
greatly enlarged and the drainage system is not yet complete.
[n two other cases the notices have not yet been complied with,
but instructions have been given to contractors to carry out
the requirements.

A few minor defects have occurred and have been
remedied during the year.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES AND DISINFECTION
OF INFECTED PREMISES,

Number of notifications of Infeectious Disease received 4

Investigation of all cases of Infectious Discase was
made on recaipt of notification in the endeavour to trace the
origin and general instructions given of precautions to be taken
to prevent 1ts spread.

On the termination of the disease, the rooms and con-
tents are aerially fumigated with formalin.

Rooms of Dwelling-houses disinfected after Scarlet Fever 2
do. do. do. Diphtheria. 1
do. do. do. Cerebro Spinal Fever 1
do. do. do. Cancer 1
do. do. do. Pulmonary Phthisis 16
do. do. do. other reasons 2

Disinfectiona are supplied free in all cases of Infections

Disaase.
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REFUSE REMOVAL.

The collection of the refuse is carried out by the
Couneil's employees.

The system is to empty dustbinsg weekly; ashpits,
privies, &c., on receipt of notice, and although on a few
occasions a little disorganisation and delays have arisen
through labour difficulties, on the whole the service has been
well maintained and no serious cause for complaint.

The Health Committee decided not to adopt a scheme
of waste paper, &c., collection by the Council's workmen as
there are already several men in the town systematically
collecting waste paper, cardhoard boxes, &ec., and the local
marine stores now offer good prices, which, from reports, has
resulted in children eollecting wherever they ean.

Circulars were sent out asking householders to save all
potato peelings, household scraps, waste vegetables, &e., for
collection by the dustmen on their rounds. About 3-cwts.
or so (up to the present) have heen collected weekly, which is
disposed of to pig keepers. i wae found that many house-
holders wera already saving for pig and poultry keepers who
have been collecting it for some time.

Returns are made weekly, and the following is a
summary of the year's work.

Number of Dustbins emptied o BT 212
i ., Ashpits x 626
- ,, Privies P2 323
i » Pails 5 29

Loads of refuse removed 2,763

With the private collections of waste paper, household
seraps, &c., it is surprising to find that the number of loads of
refuse removed is 187 more than in 1916. From the informa-
tion I have to date, the reason is that the amount of shop
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rafuse has iucreased and that 1n cerfain parts of the town the
quantity of house refuse is much greater than in other years,
this, no doubt, is due to the number of munition workers, &ec.,

who are in the town.

The Lund Tip worked out in December and is now
being soiled over. Great difficulty was experienced in securing
a new tip, however, after negotiations lasting several months,
the Committee have secured a suitable place situated on the
North side of the tlanal, which is estimated so suffice for

saveral years.
I am, Gentlemen,

Yours obediently,

C. TELFORD HAGUE,

INEPECTOR.

The Ulverston Urban District Council.












