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ULVERSTON RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

ANBVIAT, REFCRT

Towvn Hall,
ULVERST I,

Degenber, 1956,

15 the Chairmen nnd Membera of the
Ulverston Rural Distriet Gouncil.

Mr, Chalrman, Ladies and Genllamzn,

I hawve the honour to present to you the Anmaal Beport of the Medical Officer of
Health for the yeer 1957,

GENERAL STATISTICS AND SCCIAL CONDITICNS.

frea, in acres 127,448

Population = Census, 1951 17,248
- Registrar General's Estimate of home

population, mid 1957 16,090

Mumber of inhabited houses 5,660

Rateable Valua £135 862

Ancunt produced by a Fenny Rate £E58,5,104

The district is entirely rwal in character, the northern portion being typical
lalkeland country with lakes and fells merging into the more southern porticn which
extends to the coast and forms part of the northern shores of Morecanbe Bay, Two lakes,
Coniston and Esthwaite, as well as two-thirds of the shores of Lake Windermers are

wholly conbained in the district.

The principal industry is esgriculture, withthmhotel end catering industry playing
a prominemt part during the summer season,

fhecident at Windscale,

Special reference must be made to the local effects of the accident which ocourred
at Windsecale No, 1 File on 10th Oetober, 1957, It will be recalled that the pile
became overheated during a routine maintensnce cperaticn and as o result radicnctive
products were liberated. Most of those were trapped in the filters of the plant and the
only isctope to escmpe into the etmosphere in apprecinble amounts was redio-icdine,

This was carried by the prevailing wind and deposited on the ground over an area of
approximately 200 square miles including a large part of the Rural Ddstrict of Ulverston,
The greatest hazard to health came from the consumption of milk from cows grazed cn the
contominated land ond capecielly to infants end children who are relatively bigger

sonmmers and more suscepiible to the effects of radiation, The distributicn of milk
from this distriet was suspended an 15th October and not resumed until tests had show
what ite radio-iodine content had fallen to a safe lewvel,

As events turned out and perhepsa as & result of the precautions token, no damngs
to the health of the inhsbitants ceeurred but the Council and Officors concerned wore
put into a Aifficonlt position snd considerable disquiet was caused by the seareity of
authoritive information about the ineident and the measwres being taken to sefeguard
the health of the piblic, This lack of licson has now been recognised and a atanding
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liason committes has been set up ot Windscoole, Althoegn the Council dis not direolls
reprasented on it, it is expected thal the lisson in the fubure will be maintained
through the County Council.

Medisal Cfficer of Health:- L. WILD. M..., ME., B.Chir., WR.C.5.,
LR.0:F., DiE:H:

Other Appointments Held:- Hediga) Officesr of Health -
Dz ton=in-Turness Urban Distriot,
Grange-over-Sonds Urban District,
Ulveraton Urban Uistrict.

Divisicnal Medical Officer -
Health Division No, 1 —
Luncashire County Council,

Sunior Public Health Inspector:- H.O. CId , Dertificate - Roynl Sandtery
Inatitute, Certificate of Royal Senifsay
Institute = Mest and Other Fooda.

Publio Fealth Tnopactor:- H,R. ETW=HM, Certifioats = Royal Sanitory
Institute, Cortificute of Hoyal Saniteay
Inastitute - Meat and Gther Foods,

VITAL STATISTICS.

The principal wital statistics for 1957 ard for the yproceding five years are
given on page 3.

Of the 206 births registered 111 were meles and 95 were females. Thers wers 5
IMegitimnte birthas, 3 meles and 2 females,

lypproximately 7% of the deaths were in persons of 65 years.of age and over and
the modn cuuses of death wore:=- Heort disense BY9, Molipnent growbhs 31 and Vascular
legione of the nervous system 31.

The table below shows compariscons between birth and death rates in Englend and
Weles, 160 smeller towns end this district,

The rotes guoted are for 1,000 population in ell gneas,

| England ~nd 160 Smaller Towns Ulverston Fural
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TRAIIGGE AND SIVERACE.

Farticulws oFf exiating methods . disposal of sewsge in the varicus townships of
the Huwral Ddstrdet acv pivesr in the teable below,

Tormahdp,
Aldingnam

Filithreite Lowsr

Allithwaite Upper

Broughton East

Broughton West

Claife

Colton

Coniszton

Reton

Haverthwaite

Village.
Leeuvea

Cleaston
Scules

Bayeliffe
Newbiggin
Allithwaite

Cartmel

Lindale

Hewton

Field Broughton

Eroughton-in-Fur,

Foucfield

Near Sawrey

Far Sawrey
Colthouse

Bouth
Oxenpork

Coniston

Gresnodd
Pennybridge
Sparkbridge

Haverthwaite
Bockbarrow

Msthod of Disposal,

Sewue disposal works with tanks
anvl filters.

Sewvupe tarnc,

Two sewage tanks with owerficw to
land,

Sewage tanks with outfall to sea,
Bewage tank with overflow to stream.

Sewnge disposal works with tunks
and filters, outfall to sen.
Bewage dispossl works with tanks
and filters, outfall to River Bes,

Sermpge disposal works with tanks
and filters, outfall to River
Winaster,

Sewage disposnl works with tonkes
and filters, outfell to stresm.

Sewape tank,

Bewage tank with everflow to tidal
vaters of River Duddon.
Tidnl waters of the River Duddcon.

Sewnpge tanks,

Two sewage tanks with overflow to
stream,

Sewage tank with overflow to atream,

Sevmge tonk with overflow to stream,
Sewnge tank with overflow to land.

Five lorge sewage tanks with
overflow to stream,

Tidal waters of Morscambe Bay.
Bewnge tank,

Tenks and filters with cutfall
tﬂ :'i\l"ﬂ‘.r.

Sewnge tank with overflow to riwer,
Sewage tank with overflow to river.
Sowage disposal works ot
Finsthwaite Lane,



Hawkshenad

Holker Lower

Kirldby Ireleth

Lowick

Oenotherley

Penndngton

Satterthwaite

Staveley

Torver
Urawick

DEIECTION AND SUFERVISION OF FoooD,

Hawkshead
Tritgate

Ranmalkia
Caric

Ravenstown
Flookburgh

Sandside
Chopplas
Soutergate
beckslde
Marshside

Towiok Green
Beehive

Three Bridges
Swarthmoor

Trinkeld

Loppergarth
Crozs-a=Mpor

Satterthwaite

Staveloy

Torver

Gt Urswick
Little Urswick
Stainton
Bardsen

Sewage tank with oukfall to sires
Two mewege tanks with outfall

w0 lurdl and atieam,

dewage tank with outfell to laod.

Sowoge tank with cutfall to asea,
HBewage tenk with fdlters.
Puwrming plont discharging szwage
to enlarged works at Ravenstown,
withTall 1o stream.

Tidal water of River Duddon,
Bowage tank with outfall to streanm
Sewage tank with outf=11 to sea.
Sewage tenk with outfnll to sen,
cewoage tonk with outfall to tidal
waters, g

Bewage tanic with outfall o River
Urake,

Tank with ocutfall to stream.

Cutfall works of Ulveraton Urban
Ddstricot Council.
Outfall works of Ulveraton Urban
District Counedil,

Sewnge disposal works with tanks
and filters and outfell to stream.
Sevage toank with outfell to land.

Private sewer to works with out-
fall to stream,

Private gewer to tank with outfall
to streon,

Sewage terk with outfell to stream,

Sewege tanks with outfall to tarn.
Sowage tanks with outfell to tarm.
Sewnge tanks with outfall to land.
Sewape tanks with outfall to saa.

Deteils regarding the inspection of food, shops, stalls, and vehicles, rsnd places
where food is prepered are given in the Publie Heslth Inspectors Report,

Nine cases of food poisoning were reported during the vear, Eight of the cases

ceourred at a boys holiday centre,

Enquiries at the centre revenled thot food provided

from the kKtchen could not have been the cause of the polsoning and sinee all 8 victims
were from the same dormitory the most likely explanation is that something wos consumed
in the dormitery. Unfortunately as the boys had gone awsy before enguiries could be

made it was not posasible to confirm this theory.

The remsining case cccurred in connection with an Ulwersten Chureh Cheoir who went
to Southport for thelr anmual outing when n total of 24 were effected with food

poisoning,
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1. Inspection uf dweliling houses during ths yeari-

(5 ZER Were - ted by the Coomssl and 29 by codwate bodldrs

(1) (2) Total Ho. of dweliing houses inspected formally os
infoermally for nousing defects I:under Pubii; Health or
Housing Actz), e
Eb) Mo, ci' inspecticns formal or inforsed wede oo the
purpose 204
(2) Dwelling hovses unfit for human habitaticn and not
capable at rouschable expense of being rencred f£it:
{a) Number found during “he year 12
{bfl Estimated number existing at end of year 1403
(3) Number of dwelling houses found during the year tc be
not in all respects reasonably £it for huean habiteation
but capable of being rendered fit. L&
2. Houses Demoliphed,
In Clearance lireas-(Houging Act, 19}6;Repai_ra and Rents Act, 155L). Hil
Hot in Clearance Areas. mil
3. Unfit Housea Closed. Rumbe Pergena Familiea
(1) Under Seotion 11, Housing Aest, 1936,
and Sections 10(1) and 11(2), Local
Govt, (Misc. Frov.) Aot, 1953 2 Hil Hil
(2) Under Sections 3(1) and 3(2), Housing
hLet, 1949 Hil Nil Nil
(3) Parts of buildings closed under Scction
12, Housing Aet, 1934 Nil Nil Nil
L. Unfit Houses Made Fit and Houses in By By Loeal
which Defects were Hemedied: Crvmer Juthority
(1) After formal action by local suthority 23 e
{(2) After formal notice under fa.} Public
Health Acts ] Wil
(b) Housing Aot, 1936 Nil Nil
(3) Under Secticn 5, Housing Repairs and
Rents leot, 1954 - Nl Nil




5. “piit Bovees in Temporary Use ‘Housing Repairs
wo Beabe hok, 1956L)

No, of seprrate

I duellings cocbtadined
Nouses., in eolumn (1)
Position ot and of year: (1) (2)
(1) Retained .Jor temporary accommodation
under Sections 2,3 and L4 Wil Nil
(2) Licensed fu- tum,.iary occupation
under Sertion b 15 15
Ba Houses in Cleerance fAreas Purchased by Aprecment: il
Ts Housing Act, 1949 - Immrovemen: Grants ete., No, of dwelling houses
lin, of or other buildings
fActlon during the year: Scheamaes, affected
(a) Submitted by provate individusls to
locel authority L2 L2
b} Approved by local authority L0 40
c) Bubmitted by logal authority to iinistry NIl Nil
4) Pinally approved by Ministry Wl Nil
e) Work completed a1 M
f) Addationel separate dwellings inecluded
in (e) above. 2 2

FREVALENCE OF, ND CONTROL OVER INFEUTIOUS DISEA

The following trble shows the number of cases of notifisble infectious discases
which ocourred in the Bural Discriot durding the five yeprs 1952-1956, compared with

the mmber in 1957.

it . b

| |
| Muber ni _c_afvaf i :,rear o I“hmoﬂf::er R'E'ﬁ?eﬂ 4'
_ Dissace. 1952 | 1953 | 1955 1955 (1956 |i Cases. Hospital Deaths. !
Soarlet fever 211 25 | 15 1 6 ! 7 I 3 ' o Il 0
Neasles 70 [ 185 471 | 199 | bk :1 26 | 1 ' o
 Whooping cough EEREERE i 8 | Cl._i.___f'__
¥eningocoooal infection| 0] o | o 1 | ol o 0 0
! Puerperal fever and | i
! Tyrexia 0 0] 1 04 0 (o] 0 0 G
' Pneumonia febezo | Wl 4 |- 0 0 0
‘ Erysipelas 11 2 2 2 gl 0 0 _L
| Dysentery T e o I T T 2 0 G|
| Poliomyelitis ol o | 4 T ST 0 5 ra .
| Food poisoning T P T T 0 0
l TOTALS | w925 j20 | 215 . 62 || 6 R TE 3+




TUEERCULOSTS

% valil Liowe the roctiar of new cases ard mortaiicy durdng 1957.
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The tzble below shows the nurbers of new cases and deaths from tuberculosis in
Ulverston Rural District resedents dwring the past 12 years.

Hew Cases. Deaths,
Respiratory, Mon-Respiratory Respiratory, Non-Respiratory
Yonrs, M P | H I M F M F
1506 9 3 i e 2 2 1 1 1
1947 60 By e bR ;| - 0 ©
1948 Bk i) s Lo 1 o 0~ e
1949 11 6 ! .-l & 1 2 o O
1350 9 & Ly o 3 o 1 o
15951 12 =5 2 > | 2 1 o] 1
1952 i3Sy Ty 5 | . {2
1953 6 3 A E 3t 4 PRt
195, gl g o 5 =ie b ;o
1955 {5 148 | g e 0.5
1956 Bl 1 o i L B - o -0
1957 2 B 0 0 A 2 1 i o 0
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REFCRT OF THE SENICR PUBLIC HRALTH IMSPRCTCR FOR THE YEAR ENDED 51st DBOEMBER,

1957

I beg to subwit the 1 sport for the year 1957 on the work of the Public Health
Inspeclors Department,

The abgence during the sreater part of the yesx of Mr. H.E. Binghenm, Inspsctor for
the Northern ares. proved to be a major handiosp, and muech of the work of routine
ingpeotion, whiech moy be termed the "hard ecre" -0 the departments work, was left tndona,
In these difficult ciroumstances some order of priority had to be dravm up to enable the
department to funetion and top priority wes neecessarily given to the work of meat

‘nspection, The latter necesaitated regular wisits two or three times per weck at

*ixed times, and my weelkly itinersry vms more or less planned with these wisits in

mind, After meat inspeetion, the investigatiom of complaints was made as soon as possiblc
wllowed by enguirdes into infectious diseass, the inspection of a few food preparing

- mizes at which experience has caught that such vieits are essential, the sampling o
the publie water supplies and inspectivn of ecarevan aites. Such time as remained waa
sreit en routine visits to as many catering establishments, dadiries and bakehouses as
nossible and the supervision of the Refuse Collection and Rodent Control Serwices,

HOUSTIG.

Tue to the total suspension of the house building programme, no progress was made
in re=housing familics ocoupying dwellings subject to Clearance action under the Housing
Act, 1436 or the Act of 1357 which superseded it. At the beginning of the year there
were 68 dwellings situated at Coniston, Kirkby and Haverthwaite, which were subject to
Clearance Orders confirmed in 1937, 30 of them being still occupled, ILater in the year
action to secure the reprieve of 14 of the latter wns being talen with the consent of
the Minister and the remaining 16 were ocoupied under licence for varying poriods of up
to five years, A sumeary of the position with regard to Seotion 11 procedure (individua®
unfit dwellings) reveals that Demolition Orderz were in force on 13 properties, 5 of
which were ceccupied, and that Closing Orders had becn made on o further 13 propertiss,
ol “hich 4 were ceccupled, "Undertalings" had been acecepted in roespect of 23 propertics,
but of these 12 could not be carried out due to continued occupation,

A reference to my report for the year 1956 will reveal that 3 Clearance Areas,
couprising 9 dwellings at Cark, 4 at Idndsle and 5 at Littls Urswick had boen represented
te the Commeil, but ne action to seore the demelition of these hod been taken by the
exd of 1957,

Late in the year the Rent fet, 1957 coame into foree and 7 applications for
Cartificates of Disrcpair were dealt with,

JATER SUFFLIES.

The results obtained from the bacteriological cxamination of the Council's wmter
supplies revealed that the chlorinating plants were penerally operating satisfactorily,
end their installatien during recent years may be regarded as a major improvement in
puhlic service, The smaller untreated supplies econtinved to shew undesirsble animal
pollution huwever, and the problems raised must be tackled socner or later, If it is
considered that the provision of chlorinating plants would be uneconomic,. the only
eatisfactory solwbion would seem to lie in extension of the supplies already treated.

Of & untreated supplies 4 proved to be unsatisfactory, whilst of & chlorineted
supplies, 2 proved unsatisfactory. The faults in the latter lay in the inadequate
ghloiine dosage and this was to be rectified forthwith,

During the year samples of B private waber supplies wers taleen, 5 being satisfazhtouy,

The supply was adequate during the yesar,

e |
- e



SETERAGE AND SEVAGE DISFOSAL.

sewerage. Deapite this the number of new bathrooms and water eloscts increased,
resulting in the construection of still more privnte septic tonks, This atate of affadrs
cannot be rogarded in a very favoursble light, sa sport from the high ccat to the
individual, ground pollution tends to Locome cxeesgive.

Sewerage and sewage ddsposal facilities sre probably the areak preatest publin
haalth need and mist receive the Council's eornest considerstion as soon as conditions
permit.

CARAVAN SITES,

The use of caravans for holidsy purposes during the summer months showed a slipht
incrsase compared with the previous year, Each of the 20 licenced (or acecpied as
licenced) sites were filled almost to capmeity during July and August, the number of
caravons staticned thereon during these months being epproximately 600, In ndlitien I
estimate that about 100 coravans were stotioned for periecds of between 1 and 3 wecks
on other sites. The latter did not however come within the scope of Seetion 269 of it
Fublie Health Act, 1936, as thoir period of siting wos less than 42 days.

From the publis heslth point of view only the sites ot the scutherm end of the
Ooast Rond fo Barrow gave cose for cooplaint, At these sites the sandtary facilitias
ere insdoquete and the guestion as to whether these sites cre to remnin must be tookled
soon, Unless they are forced to be moved, the provisiom of sulteble senitary
accommodation mist soon be made,

ISFECTTON A SUFERVISION OF FOOD AMD FOD ITRENMISES.

In nddition to the inspecticn of meat at private slaughtcrhouscs, =1l requests
for exemination of foodstuffs at shops ond catering estoblishments wers met, and where
nexessery, condemnntion certifiestes hawve been issued, dhe routine inapection of
promices to nscertain complience with the Food Hygiene Regulations hes received very
inadaquate attention, dus to the staffing difficulties r<ferred to in the preamble to
the report,. It is & motter of rogret thnt I have to stote that no inspections
whatscever were emrried out ot many of the esteblishmonts,

Meat Inspection.

During the year 451 vieits were mode to the private sloughterhouses cb Greot Urswicl
Jark, Ayside cnd Hirkby and the following table gives detzils of the results of
inspection: =

Cattle ¥ | Sheep | i
exeluting | | and | |
M T o T O TR e
Number iilled w52 | 98 | 25 | 2057 | w66
Kumber inspeeted 1452 - R T 4!_455
All disenscs except tuberoulosis and 1 : |
Cysticercosis, I |
Wholae CAMCLRECS Ean-ﬂ-miiliili'lliillli ! — | .3' ! 11 | 1
Caraonses of which some part or orgen wns | i t !
(=t Ta T ol 17 L5 | o | 205 I 2 ;
FPorcentage of mumber inspected affected | i : |
with dizease other than tuberculosis i i . |
?IIﬂ.ﬂyﬂtiﬂﬂmﬂ‘m...pq...--;-g-p--------tl.li }-?ﬁ{h&-% I13-mﬁ i 1‘:'!55;‘2&2111@
~ Tuberculosis only, i ' : ! I
Whole carcages condemmed,ssssrssassrnnsss il i Nil | Hil i Nil | Hil
Carcasea which some port or organ wea | i , |
T L o e 1 | Nil ¢ Wil [ nHil L Mil
Percen of number inspcoted affected ! , i =
with tutﬁegmﬂ.um 225 | Wil | nil M1 | Kl
Cysticercosis, ! i | |
Corcasca submitted to treatment by . f e
rﬂﬁ!‘igem‘hinn......-”.......-..“."uu 2 | HNil 1 Wil Hil i il
Generalised ond totally condemmed e..... M1 0 M1 o N | Ml oM




RODENT CONTHOL.

This aspect of publie health work continued very se.tisinctorily during the year
=nd there can be no doubt that the service offered by the Council is highly apprecisted.
Towards the end of the yeor it became clesr that in the forseerble future the 1
fgricultural Exccutive Committee would cense to operante on sgricultursl properties,
with the result that this work would fall to be admiristered by the Council. If this
should be the case, some re-orgonization of the servies will be Necessary.

The following table shows the extent of the work ecarried out during the year,

TIFE OF FROFERTY.

Nen-fgrisultural Agricultural,
Dwelling All
Houses, Other,
Ko. of properties in district 4853 1448 6l3
licy of properties inspected 1048 38 348
Total inspections carried out (including
Te-inapections) 1957 38 269 |
lios of propertics inspected which were
found to be infested hy:- |
Rets = Mojor 27 - =
Minoxr 345 - 1
Milee = Major 15 = -
Minor 120 - - ’
Ne, of infested propertics trested 507 - 1
Totel treatments corried out (including
re-trentments) 538 - -
Ho, of "Block! contrel schemes carried out il Nil Nil
HEFUSE_COLLECTION,

The refuse collection service was mainteined satisfactorily during the year rnd
very few complrints were received. 4 reversion to the rota system of holideys proved
to be n benefit to the ratepayers end it is evident that this system is preferable to
the one used in eorlier yecrs, under which the service wns completely suapendad for
two fized weeks,

IDuring the year a new 7 cubic yard Diesal powered refuse colleetion vehicle was
esquired and this replaced a 1945 petrol driven wehiecle of the same capacity. The
latter wme sold to o firm of scrap denlers, The tronsport used in the service therefare.
comprised cne, 18 cubig y=rd, and 2, 7 cubic yar: vehicles, nll Diesels, and cne 10
cuble yard petrel driven wvehicle., The lnbour force employed remained cs in the
year = 1L full time and 3 part time workmen., 411 dusthing were emptied fortnightly and
privy middens ot epproximately 5 weeks intervals, Refuse disposal was carried out at thel
following sites:- Greencdd, Low Wood, Holker, Cortmel, Low Field (Iindal), Kirlkby,
Broughton, Coniston rnd Hawleshead,

I am,
Yours foithfully,
H.C. CLAYDON,
Senier Public Health Inspector.










