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Tyne Port Health Juthority

MiLn Dam,
NOUTH SHIELDS,

March, 1954,
THE CHAIRMAN,

Vice-CHaiRMax and MeEmeeErs of the
Tywe Porr HEALTH AUTHORITY.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
I have the honour to submit for your consideration, the Annual
Report on the working of the Authority for the year, 1953.

According to directions from the Ministry of Health, the Report
for this vear is restricted in size ; full reports on all activities being
limited to 1952, 1955, and thereafter quinquenially.

Surveving the general activity on the River as reflected in the
amount of aluppmg using the Port, and the trade, both coastwise
and foreign carried thereby, there is revealed a slight improvement
in total figures over the preceding vear.

In no respect however, is there any striking alteration as regards
quantity or description.

Port developments include the excavating of one new dry dock
of large size, the extension of others and the installation of an
up-to-date conveyor discharging plant for the unloading of iron ore.

With the provision of greatly inereased dry docking accommoda-
tion, it is hoped that the Port will keep abreast in repairing facilities
with the enormous increase in dimensions and tonnage of tanker
construction.

1953 was a most satisfactory year in respect of health conditions
on board ships using the Port.

No major infectious disease occurred and most infection was
infinitesimal, being less than in 1952 — itself an excellent year.

It is rli_.rl-lll with p]lmsurc that I place on record, the splendid
co-operative spirit shown in the relations between this Authority
and H.M. Customs & Excise and H.M. Immigration Service in all
aspects of their work common to each Service. 1 am grateful to
both Services for their help and consideration.
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The Nationalities of Fishing Vessels visited were as follows :—

British
Dutch
Faroese
French
(GGerman

Norwegian

Swedish

The number of Re-visits made during the year were as follows —

In connection with the issuing of Deratting and

Deratting Exemption Certificates ..
In connection with health
In order to have defects remedied
In connection with food

it
30
238

744

The number of vessels inspected during each year for the last
10 vears has been as follows :(—

1944

1945

1946

1947

1948

Veazels
Fishing Vessels
Re-visits

Veasels ...
Fighing Vessels
Re-visits

Vessels

Fishing Vessels

Re.visits

Vessels ...
Fishing Vessels
Re-visits

Vessels

Fishing Vessels

Be-vigits ...

2,791

708

3,308
D

H42

4,269

042

— e —

4,708
65
820

-

5,044
S35
816

3,499

4,206

5,211

5,503

6,197
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TABLE C.

PassENncER TRAFFIC.

Number of passengers INWARDS ...
Number of passengers QUTWARDS

ITI--CHARACTER OF SHIPPING AND TRADE
DURING THE YEAR.

CARGO TRAFFIC.
Total tonnage envering the port has shown an increase over last

year,
1946. Foreign
Coastwise
1947. Foreign
Coastwise
1948,  Foreign
Coastwise
1949,  Foreign
Coastwise
1950. Foreign
Coastwise
1951, Foreign ..
Coastwise

1962. Foreign ...
Coastwise
1953. Foreign
Coastwise

1,752 855
4,287,243
2 304,073
5.000 246

2,297 988
e 0,379,139

2,363,725
5,387,212

2,577,003
......... 5,032,957
2,582,323

. 5,683,724

5,230,344

5,500,550

6,040, 98

7,304,319

8,109,960

8,166,047

Through the courtesy of the General Manager of the Tyne

Improvement Commission, I am able to give

the following report

on tha import and export trade of the Tyne Ports.

Frincipal Tmports Tons.
£ ) Bl B R o S 763,885
0il fuel and other oils. . o 621,156
T e e s el L SRt bt b | K 281,948
2017 2 0y MR sl S 155,949
Timber (excluding pﬂ; pmps] 160,018
PO IBIONE s e e eeseeeans 157,908
Cement : 146,731
Petrolenm Spirit ... 66,6423
Metals and Minerals {e‘-c.,i,mhm: lmn nre} 44 036
Iron and Steel Manufacturers and Scrap 30,098
RAEEIIERTR e et i b 36,618
Fish 20,029
Fruit and ".-’egetahlea {fresh} 26,337
Beer s 10,281
Other Goods 80,498

Total

2,602,135
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Principal Exports

Tons.
Sulphate of Ammonia .. . ... .. 158,981
Oil fuel cargo ... ... . i 74,864
Pitch and Tar ) - L e e, 31,132
Machinery ... .. i 31,136
Iron and Steel Manufacturers . 21,831
Petrolenm Spirit | - : 1,567
Grain and Feeding Stuffs o SR e 6,489
Textiles ... . L ; 8,244
Firebricks and Fireclay SRS R 7,251
Metals (non ferrous) 3,768
CRATIN T s e s sl 4,420
Rope and Binder Twine 2,799
Eber @oods e 67,105
Total . el T 419,587
0il Fuel shipped as Bunkers - 202,244

Exports of Coal and Coke :—
Coal Cargo ... R e Ty )
B BT SRR .| "7
8,540,342
R I T i s SR DA e PR 248,319
Total Cargo and Bunkers . 9,097 661

Principal Ports from which ships arrive.

Normal Tyne trading includes a large proportion of traders
from Canadian, Norwegian, Swedish, Danish, Dutch and
Gterman Baltic Ports, also a few arrivals from Poland, Russia

and Finland.

il and petrol from various ports ; iron ore from West African
ports, a few from Spain, and general cm?nua from America
make up the bulk of the rest of the total of general trade.

SECTION IV—INLAND BARGE TRAFFIC.

There are no canals in the area and no barges operating in the

port,
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SECTION V—WATER SUPPLY.
1. Nochange.

2. No change.
3. No change.

4. There are now ten water boats available for the supply of
fresh water to vessels at Tyne Ports’. The following is a list of
vessels and owners (—

Name of Waler Boat, Name of Owners.
* Crystal Stream Messrs. B, G. Aitken & Co.
“ Harcus " . V. A. Curry.

" West Riding s P

* Royal Sovereign " & Fenn Bros.

* Alpha * % A. Gibson.

** Britannia - 5

* Crystal Fountain ” " o

* Medway "' % 5

TN Try . 8. Pascoe & Co.

* Thomas & Alice ™ b

SECTION VI—PUBLIC HEALTH (SHIPS) REGULATIONS,
1952.

No Change.

SECTION VII.—SMALLPOX.

(1) Name of Isolation Hospital to which smallpox cases are sent
from the district.

The Regional Hospitals Area Board have designated Langley
Park Isolation Hospital, Co. Durham.

(2) Arrangements for transport of such cases to that hospital
hy ambulance, giving the name of the Authority responsible for
the ambulance and the vaccinal state of the ambulance crews,

The Authority possess no road ambulance of its own, and is
dependent on the co-operation of shore authorities for ambulance
facilities of all types.
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(3) Name(s) of smallpox consultant(s) available.

The‘ pg.nel of Consultants available is in accordance with those of
the Ministry's designated list for Northumberland and Durham.,

(4) Facilities for laboratory diagnosis of smallpox.

Diagnostic specimens are forwarded to Virus Reference Laboratory
Colindale Avenue, London, N.W.9.

SECTION VIIL.—VENEREAL DISEASE.

No change.

SECTION IX—CASES OF NOTIFIABLE AND OTHER INFECTIOUS
DISHASES ON SHIPS.

TABLE D,

Number of
cases during Number of
Catogory. Dhisemnss, the year. ships
1 concerned,
Pass- | 5
BIEeTs. Crew.

Cases landed from Bronchial .
ships from foreign Pneumnonia 1 [
porta, |

[

Cases which have Chicken Pox 2 |
oceurred on ships Buspected Enteric 1 |
from foreign ports | Malaria a 1
but have been Measles 2 1
disposed of hefore |
arrival |

I

Cases landed from Drysentery | 1 1

other ships. Prnoumonia [ | 1
Suspected
Pneumonia. | ! 1
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CHICKEN FOX.

| 8 'EE Notes on
1953 MName of Vessel From =2 | «E Remarks arrival
| = r E at Tyne
: | '
May 12 | m.s. * Batory "’ I Gdynia 2 Left at  |All Well.
South-
hampton
2
DYSENTERY.
Oct. 13 | 8.8 “ City of Hull 1 . Left at All well.
| Pretoria ™ . [ Hull,
|—
1 1 1
Ll
BUSPECTED ENTERIC.
Aug. 31 | m.s. * Surrey ¥ Fremantle, Colombao, 1 | Medieally | Examined
Aden & Port Said. attended |by M.O.H.
| ’ | | oo voyage
! _"-\1!_-'_“1
. S
| | I
MALARIA.
|
July 22 | a8 © Hermiston ' | Durban, Lobito, 3 Medically | All well.
| Pepel & Dakar, attended |
| on myagmi
3 |
MEABLES,
May 12 | m.s. * Batory ™ Ay i o 2 Laft at Al well.
South-
amplon,
2
PNEUMONIA.
SBept. 11 | s.8. * Wallace Birkenhead. | 1 General
Rose " ! Hospital,
| [ Bouth
———— Shields.
l |
|




17

SUSPECTED PNEUMONIA.

1953

Name of Vessel

From

Oy
Voyage

On or after

arrival

Remarks

Kotes on
arrival

at Tyne

Sapt 19

8.8, ** Amieus

| At Ty

General
| Hospital,
| South
Shields.

BRONCHIAL FPNEUMONIA.

Now. 20 | 8.6, ** Cairndha

Montreal

General
Hoapital,
N'ele.
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SECTION X.—OBSERVATIONS ON THE OCCURRENCE OF
MALARIA IN SHIPS.

Malaria has shown a notable decrease on hoard vessels arriving
from West Africa. In general, anti-malarial measures are well
applied, but to account for the great diminution in reported cases,
it would appear that opportunifies for infection on the African
Littoral are more limited than heretofore.

SECTION XI—-MEASURES TAKEN AGAINST SHIPS
INFECTED WITH OR SUSPECTED FOR PLAGUE.

No ships were subjected to special measures in respect to
suspicion of plague, with the exception that any vessel arriving from
suspected ports were not granted full pratique until the crew had
been examined by the Medical Officer.

SECTION XIIL-—-MEASURES AGAINST RODENTS IN SHIPS
FROM FOREIGN PORTS.

1. Ship hoard rats are becoming increasingly scarce, and the old
rat infested ship is becoming a rarity. Should there be any report
of unusual numbers of rats or unusual behaviour among them,
steps are taken to examine the vessel carryving them.

All runways, traces, tracks and possible harbourage are noted,
and an estimate of the number of rats is formed.

The degree of rat proofing is noted and the ship’s cubic capacity
is measured compartment by compartment.

On the result of this examination, carried out by two experienced
officers and searchers, appropriate treatment is decided, whether
by poisoning, trapping or fumigation.

Similar procedure is adopted on examination for the purpose of
deratization or exemption certification when however, it is insisted
that the vessel be empty of all cargo.

2. All rats recovered are examined for type, presence of swollen
glands and undue emaciation before destruction by inecineration.
Any abnormal rats are further examined, and if regarded as
necessary, are subjected to bacterial examination.

3. The deratting of ships is carried out by private contract
between the agents and fumigators on the approved list of the Port.
This contains the names of eight firms operating in the area.  All
are cyanide fumigators, and up to date, no fumigation with chemicals
other than cyanide have been requested.
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Messrs. Associated Fumigators Lid.
: Barber & Heron Litd.
| London Fumigation Co. Ltd.
3 W. I. Martin,
A A. Milburn & Co.
' Fumigation Services Ltd.
i J. McGurk.
e James Cuthbertson & Co. Ltd.

Trapping, and a certain amount of pre- -baiting is practised in

certain circumstances where fumigation is unsuitable, and this is
performed by a professional rateatcher.

4. Rat proofing is now a major consideration with Naval
Architects in the construction of new tonnage, and in older vessels
the substitution of expanded metal and sheating for wooden
conduits and casings is proceeding with successive surveys.

TABLE E.
Rodents destroyed during the year in ships from foreign porta.

Category Nu
]E!ia.ck s ¢ AL SN ey T 1060
Brown rats £ 61
Species not known . Nil.
Sent for examination . . Nil.

[nfected with plague ... . Nil.
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SANITARY DEFECTS.

Inspection of crews’ accommodation continues a most important
part of the Port Health Inspector’s duties.

Whilst revealing numerous instances of the econtinuance of
defects, which, with improved supervision by responsible officers
and a responsive crew, should never oceur, there are indications
in the inspections that owners and superintendents are showing a
happier spirit and a more earnest desire to give satisfactory accom-
maodation to the personnel on board.

The elimination of out of date tramps and the substitution of
faster and more economically run new tonnage with accommodation
according to modern standards is still slow of accomplishment.
The extensive buildings of oil tankers has set a high standard of
ship board comfort for their personnel.

TaHE Torar. NumeeEr oF VESSELsS Usine THE Porr During 1953
IS AS FOLLOWS :—

Bteamers . ...t 43019
Motor Vessels : ik 2,752
Sailing Vessels Sk ;
AT e d L 8.771
Taw Numeer orF VeEsserLs o WHicH DErEcrs WERE FoUuND ARE
A8 TTNDER :—

British —Steam . ... ... 36
Motor | - 6l

197
Foreign —Steam 12
Motor 9

e 21

ToTAL : . . . 218

Ter NoMmMeer oF Vessers o WHicr DeErecrs weERE REMEDIED
ARE A8 UNDER —

British —Steam . ... . ... S 119
Motor ... : : 63

182
Foreign —Steam ot 14
Motor ... . . 4

158

Torar ... S 200
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DEFECTS 0F VESSELS INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING 1—

Defects. Remedied.

(a) (b)
Forecastles dirf-iy e 18 13
neglected paintwork 57 i
VEerminous 71 R0
litter to remove 2 3
defective mosquito
netting 3 2
Sleeping Quarters _verminous 2
discarded beds to
deatroy ... 3
Officers’ Aecommodation  verminous 3
Handling Reom verminons 1
Alleypways neglected paintwork 1 1
Gulley dirty .. ! 2
neglected paintwork s 2
verminous 36 31
Pantry dirty ek 2 2
neglected paintwork 1 1
verminous 41 36
to ratproof ]
Mesarooms dirty ... 2 ;
neglected paintwork 5 3
verminous 20 11
defective tables I
defective seat I
defective bench 3 2
Storerooms verminous 12 ]
to ratproof 3 3
unsatisfactory 1
Flour Store ... weevil infested 5 (i
Food Lockers dirty 2
neglected paintwork I
defective | 1
Refrigerated Chambers entrance verminous 3 1
Linen Locker VErminos 1
W.("s dirty | |
foul or choked 1 i
defective 13 8
defective flush 7 3
inadequate flush I
seats to repair ."n b
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Recommendations. (a) Suggested by your Inspectors.
(b) Carried out.
Defects. Remedied.
(@) ()
Improvement of washing facilities ¥ |
Provision of messroom e |

SECTION XIV—PUBLIC HEALTH (SHELL-FISH)
REGULATIONS 1934 anxp 1948,

No change.

SECTION XV-—-MEDICAL INSPECTION OF ALIENS.

1. Warrants of Appointments are held by the Medical Officer of
Health and his part time deputy.

Dr. T. L. J. Coxon and Dr. J. 0’Callaghan.

2.  One female assistant is engaged for duty during the examina-
tion of female passengers.

3. The Medical Inspector of Aliens is present during the discharge
of passengers.

Coming into operation at the commencement of the Tourist
Season of 1953, were commaodious premises on shore for the purpose
of inspection of passengers carried by the Bergen Steamship
Company. These consist of spacious waiting rooms, interrogation
rooms and medical inspection annexe. All are adequately furnished

and heated.

Examinations of passengers from Oslo (Fred Olsen Line) are still
performed on board but waiting rooms for passengers have been
erected on shore.
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TABLE SHOWING PASSENGER TRAFFIC FOR 1938 AND

FROM 1944 TO 1953.
: o i
PASSENGERS,
Ist, 2nd and 3rd Class | Transmigrants.
Year. . i

| Inwards. | Outwards.  Inwards. OQOutwards.
19358 26,656 | 27,220 664 2107
1944 62 i
B 3,504 5,372 !
1946 15,559 15,372 f
1947 21,179 19,974 |
1948 28,126 25,985 | ..
1949 33,008 1 [ ) [
1950 T TR T
1951 365974 | 335G | 0 ... | ..
B R e 38,924 | 395957 |
1953 45,970 | AR - e i I e

|

Annual return by the Medical Inspector of Aliens for the year
ended 31st December, 1953.

Number CERTIFICATES [R2UED.
Number| sub- i |
| In- |jected to | { | Landing
spected | detailed | Suffering neces- | Trans-
Toral | by the | exami- | Lonatie | Undesir-| P'I from  aary for imigranis
| Medical | nation Teliot ahll: for | acnbe  adequate
| In- by the | or BLI, | medical 1n¢apa Infec- | medical
spector | Medical reasons | citated | tlous  exami-
| In- disease  natlon
spector
ey e :
{#) Total number
of Aliens kand- |
ing at the Port | 21,378 18,5848 | LiEd) 2 ; &
) Mbem rel'l.mul | | | :
iaemn n to | | [ I
and by Immi- |
gration {)HINJ.‘ 21 | 1] | e
{r) "I'mmmla:mnm: K, ‘ ‘ e | - -
Total Aliens arﬂv-| ! [
ing at the FPort | 21,400 | 15,968 | g 2 a
l‘r‘ital IIIIIIIIH’.“I ul' \rmla m:rrrinn .ellit"h PASKETEErS | H ]|
Number of Vessels dealt with by the Medical Inspector o7
Heavy passenger traffic was a feature of the year, with an

increase over 1952 of some 14,000 passengers.
Passenger accommodation is now catered for by four first class

passenger vessels making six trips weekly to Norway :
All these vessels are in the eighteen to

Bergen and two to Oslo.

four to

twenty knot class, and perform the voyage in approximately

twenty four hours.

A bi-weekly summer service each way between Newcastle and
Aalborg and Copenhagen was introduced during the year.
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BALTIC FLOUR MILLS.

Tons. Cwta.

From Hull Whaat G, (R0
,» Baoston, Lincs, o 7,143
Dundee -+ 3,000
King's Lymn = 420

w Canada v 54,583
v Aunstralia o 11,385
v United States America s 12,508
v Antwerp o 1,142
. Franee - SOk
Argentine = 6,055
Cannda Maize S

DUNSTON FLOUR MILLS.
Tons. Cwta.

From Hull Wheat 5,113
» King's Lynn = = 5,012
b Sunnderland el 552
. Canada iy 28,702
»  Denmark = 315
»w France " 800
., Canada Maize 367

ADVICE AS TO SICKNESS.

on shipboard and other matters continue to be received and
forwarded to the Health Department of other British Port Health
Authorities.

SMOKE NUISANCE.

The Inspector reports that it has not been necessary to take
action against Masters of steamers for the evolution of dense smoke
during 1953.

Verbal notices have been izssued from time to time.

PLAGUE, CHOLERA, YELLOW FEVER AND SMALLPOX.

No cases of plague, cholera, vellow fever or small pox occurred
in the Port during the year 1953.

LAUNCHES.

EBoth launches are still in commission.

CO-OPERATION WITH OUTSIDE AUTHORITIES.

I have, in my opening remarks, stressed the dependence of the
Authority upon H.M. Customs & Excise and H.M. Immigration
Service—these being the two Government Departments most
intimately connected with our work.

The assistance of the Surveyors and general staff of the Ministry
of Transport is also freely sought, and on their part, freely given.
This is always a powerful help in dealing with constructional
defects.












