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Mill Dam,
South Shields.
March 1945,

Tne Chairmen,
Vice=Chairmen and *=euwbers
of the Tyne Port Hexlth Authority.

Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present the abridged
Annual Report on the sanitary conditions existing in
the Port of Tyne, and & resumé of the work of your
Officers for the year, 1944,

Gener&slly speaking, there hos been little
change during the year in compariason with 19413,

No ecase of major infectious disease esccurred
within the areas of the port cdministration, and the
prompt hospitalisatien of such casges of minor infentiuus
disease, and disinfection of personal effects and
quartera prevented further spread.

The mumber ef vessels examined for the purpose
of International Certification was somewhaet reduced in
1944, but the proportion ef Fumigation Certificates:ab
against Exemption Certificates shows once more, &
percentige increanse,

I am very grateful to my Staff for the way
they have discherged the burden of work rendered heavier
than the previpus years, by the intensification of the
antie=ret campaign &nd it's extension to shore establishments,
and the additionsl duties devolving on the Authority
throvgh the activitiess of the Hinistry of Food and the
Home Office.

May I again thank the Members of the Board for
their sympathy &nd support throughout the year.
I am, Gentlemen,
Your obediesnt servant,

T, L, J., GoXor.



AMOUNT OF SHIPPING ENTERING THE TYNE PORTY DURING THE YEAR 19/
TABLE A,
Hutiber Inspsated ok 0 0 i s e e
i Fumber of!Number of weasasel:
| vegsels gported as
" By the ' Humber on which |having er having
Medical By the reported defects had during the
Officer sanitery to be wWere voyage infectious
of Health | Insvectors jdefective | remedied |disease on board |
109 2,791 339 155 56 i
I el
TABLE C,
CASES OF INFECTIOUS SICENESS ILNDED FROM VESSELS,
Disecass { o, of cases during the year Humber of
vessels
Passenzara Crew cencerned
Chicken=-pox - 2 2
Recurrent
malaria - 1 1
Mumpa - i 1
Fneunonia - 2 2
Rubella, = 9 3
Segarlet fever - 3 2
Suapected
goarlet fover - 1 il
TABLE D,
CASES OF INFECTIOUS SICKHESS OCCURRING ON VESSELS
DURING THE VOYAGE BUT DISPOSED OF PRIDH 0 A_ERI\F.FU_.
(Digease Mo, of cescs during the year Wunoer of |
T vessels
Possengers grew concerned
Chicken-pex - 3 2
Diphtheria - i 2
Dysentery - @ 1
Enterie = g =3
Melaria - 120 =0
suspected
malarda = 9 &
Re mupmt
~leria - 2 e
i._‘umgm - 4 i
Fricumonia - 3 3
Suspected .
prneuionia - 1 1
Scarlet fever - 1 L
Tuberculosis - 1 1
Suspected :
tuberculosis - 3 F, et
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INFECTIOUS DISEASE,

No major sickness was reported at this port, sither
on arrival or as having occurred during the voyuge,

Notifiable infective disessea were few, of minor
charscter and generslly specking of a mild type,

One fztal case of bacillery dysentery occurrsd on
& vessel from Celcutts, and five other members of the
crew had, during the voy.ge, typloal symptoms, Appropricte
mecsurgs in these cases had beun tiken t intermediate
ports. On. the seme wvesgel, four cusges of enteric of which
one died, were also reported., Five months after the last .
cage, the vessel arrived ut Tyne, All membersg of crow were
woell,

lelaria sgain held pride of place in respect of the
number of czsca and ships affected. The West Cozat of
Africa wos, in meat cases, the source of infection.

Protective measures were on the whole adeguate in
charscter, and suitoble preventative and curative
treatment were generally satisfaotorily adminiatercd,

Venereel disease is still prevalent, and inh this
respect, I would quote my last Report aas saying

"Vonereal discase continues to be prominent, and
whilst theoretienlly, during the non infectiwe
pericd of treatment, petients can and should be
employed coastwise, the Coostwise Pool in
practice is so encumbered by partially unfit
members, that the opportunity of so employing
them is lacking, This means in eaaence, that
until he hag completed his treatment, he is
rarely admitied to the Pool bengfits or Pool
employment?,

RATS DESTROYED DURIWC THE YBAR.

. R
TAT 1l .

(1) On vesaels.

&) Destroyed 2,306 (b) Bramined 2,306
o) Found to be infected with plugue Wil

All rats .were examined for gland enlargementa,
Humber of Bacteriological Exeminmtion of rats during
the year totalled cight. No plague bacilli were datected.
TABLE F,
(2) On _shore.
The docks, quays, wharves znd warehouses ot the Tyr

Ports come under the jurisdiction of the shore authoritie
and no reports are available,

TABLE G,
¥OT APPLICABLE,
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IABIE H,
VERATISATION CERTIFICATES AND DERATIS.ATION EXEMPTION CERTIFIACTE |

ISSUED DURIKG THE YEAR,
ERE Mo, of Deratisation Certificetes issued| Humber otal
R R of numbes
after fumigation with | Liftax Derat- O
do. Ty trap- igation Certi-
of and ping, Exemptior ficated
ships H,C.¥,|Sulphur | sulphur| pois- Certif- | issued
oning iectes
I etbe, TOTAL issued
186 102 10 Nil Hil 112 74 186

s

Gertificate exmminzstion revealed a percentage incresge
in the number of ships requiring fumigation ageinst exemption,

Evidence of inoressed rat population of coastal vessels
sneluding colliers is strong, and it would appear that
Periodic inspection and the extension of the Deratiseation
vertificate system to all vesgals, whether engaged on home
or foreign trade would be advisable, Primarily, the iasue of
veratigation and Exemption Certificates was intended as a
n=hns of controlling the introduction of plague infection,
vut under cxisting conditions, the destruction of all rate

3 eminently desirable, and far outshadows the original
‘onception that only fordign going vessels necd be so
fantralled. Rat population on shore is algo much on the
Lnerense, and the presence of derelict wharves and btombed
&reag tlong the river banks, together with domaged sewers
¢tc,, provide ideal harbournge, Black-out conditions also
pley their part,

FULIGATION OF SHIES,

Fumiga tion proactised in the first instance almost
solely for the purposes of rat destruction in anticipation
of the issue of the International Deratisation Certificate,
is becoming more and more utilised for the elimination of
vermin other than rodents, and pests deletericus to
foodstuffs,

This latter aspect has been brought greatly to the
fore hylthe Ministry of Food working in conjunction with
the Ministry of Health, and utilising the supervising
control of Port Heclth Officers.

Whereas rodent destruction can be generally cffected
by & concentration of H,C.W. of 2 ounces per 1,000 cubioc
feat of space to be fumigated, during a contact period of
< hours, such pests as buga, cockroaches etc, require a
fiwch groater eoncentration, and & prolonged contact peried. .,
ltuvad, os heavy as 18 ounces of H,C.W. and 12 hours
Zpusure have been advocated in certain instancea,

A3 clearance of gas from premises, dependg on a
mbinction of the factors of atmospherical conditionsg,
‘at, hunidity, wind velocity and edequata venbilation
rangements in the various compariments, it 7 llov: that
-2 time of .clearance is very variable.
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This interferes quite markedly with arrangements of
ship repairing yards etc,, in so far as it is imposasible
to promise that & ship will be zveileble for the admission
of workmen &t any given time,

In some cases, clearunce may be given within 12 hours,
and in others not for 48 hours after opening up. The issue
of clewrance certificstea depends, or should depend, on
the negetive results of delicate chamicil tests intelligently
and expertly performed, and no pressure for early release
of & vessel, should be wllowed to interfere, so as to result
in the issue of & premtture certificata,

S

Casualities have occurred in the pamat, which must in
part ot loast, be =ttributed to this coercion by repeiring
yards, shipping superintendents etec,, who do not hesitate
to declare, that if they cannot get & vessel released by
such and such & definite time, they will employ &
funmigating firm who will undertake the risk,

e

T E——

Furthermore, the nature and quality of the chemical
tests used in the gquentitative detection of H, C. N. are
80 delicate as to require their performance by operctives
"Chemically Conscious"™, so thatitheéy are not apt to
become careless in their technigue through long familiarity,
I feel that only by the employment of qualified anzlytical
chemistas for this part of the work of fumigation, could you
get & reliable certificate of clewrance,

Standardisation of pructice in all ports so eminently
desirable, is at present abgsent, and despite various
memoranda of recommendations by wvarious interested bodices
and asscciations, obsolete methods and wide variations of
technigue still continue to be used by fumigating
conpanies,

e e e s T e ==

Such recommendations &s have been made, may have
been accepted in spirit and principle by government:
departments, but c.re lergely lacking in foree when not
backed by regulations, which while long promised have
begn so long withheld,

HYGIENE OF CREWS' SPACES,
TAZLE J,
CLASSIFICATION OF NUISANCES,

Structural | Dirt, vermin and

- - -

Defects of defucts other conditions
Fetiomality | original through wear| preducicl to
of vessel conatruction | and tesar health
British 5 111 208
Other Iations 1 32 52

i

Close co=operation has been maintoined throughout the
year with the Ministry of War Transport, and the Port
Health Juthorities of other ports, with 8 view to ensuring
that defects detected are adequately followed up and
rectified aither here or elsewhere at tue eariicsat
oppor tunity, Information of action taken, is also
transmitted to the port primarily respornsible for the
detection of the defects under consideration,
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SOURCE OF WATER SUPPLY,

The arrangements for the supply of water to shipping
reuains substantially the same &3 previously, in so far
a8 the sources of supply are congerned. -

Where water is supplied by means of waterboats, &
system of partiel chlorination hap bean enforced with
vary setisfoctory resulis,

The water supply, both drinking and boiler water in
this port is, to e large extent, gontrolled by some half
dozen woterbont owners, who ply in the various reaches of
the river, serving the vessels lying at the various buoys
end wharwves,

The waterboats themselves however, are in the msin old,
are in constant use, and the owners have not got the
financial background to view replacements with equanimity.
In addition, the boats are of wery low free-board and are
licvle to river pollution., Only continual inspection and
insistance on chlorination, have kept the quality of water
supplied at & recscneble high lewel,

. Consideration of these foregoing factors, make it
amperative under exiating circumstinces, that only one
quolity of water wos supplied for all purposes, and that
this guelity should be that of drinking water.

Rough estimctes of the amount of water supplied by
watervonts to ships during the past year, show a gross
cirount of 169,142 tons of drinking weter supplied, of
which 28,577 was required for drinking and cooking
purposes, and 14D,525 tons for boiler and engineering and
other non-culinary needs. The proportion is roughly 1 in 6,

While the supply of water in any &rea remains virtuslly
constant, the growing demend of ¢ xtended housing,
manufecturing wnd treding estates, and the teking in of
arces not ot present supplied by water undertakings, 1ia
imposing strains on their rescurces not previously
cnticipated, which mey interfere dangerously with reservea.

Under these conditions, economies in the.use of supply
of water are important,

Saving by the supply of boiler water to the extent of
150,000 tons yearly from some source of casual water not
of drinking quality, would not be unconsiderablée, and
might be worth the attention of at least one supplying
company,

Some time ago, I suggested that .the supplying of
snter to shipping should be bought out of the hands of
the present waterbozt owners, and teaken over by the Tyne .
aiprovenent Commission, who have the resources to replaoca..
Gbsolets craft, and who could establish a water serviece
mureg in Xeeping with the dignity of the port than the
bragsent syatem,

_ Under their control, separate veascls for the supply
¢f drinking water could bLe kept solely for ithis purpose,
~nd other vessels could be utilised for the supply of
boller water. This would obviate much of the risk of
contamination at present existing, and remoie & potential
denger to the health of shipping supplied in the port.
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The present system of supply has been in eperatien for
many years, has been in suspicion for & long peried, and
cannot in %ha years to come, be expected to do anything
but deteriorate at a more rapid rate.

PORT SANITARY REGULATIONS, 1933.

Ho legal proceedings were undertaken by the Authority
under the Provisions of thia Article,

PSITTLCOSIS,

3 vessels arrived at Tyne Perts with 2 parrets and
one budgerigar on board, These birds all appeared to be
in &2 healthy condition. One parrot was deatroyed in the
presence of Inspector.

No case of Psittacosis (Parret Disease) occurred
during the year.

FOOD INSPECTION,

(I) Wo legal actiens weres taken under the Public
Health (Imported Fudd} Reguletions,1925; the Public
Health |(Imported Food) Regulationas, 1937: the Public
Health (Preservatives ete, in and} Regulations, 1925
to 1939; the Public Health (Imported Milk) Regulations,
1926, and the Public Health (Shellfish) Regulations,1934.

(2) There are no Shellfish beds within the
Jurisdiction of the Tyne Port Health Authority.

GO-OPERATION WITH QUTSIDE AUTHORITIES,

Wartime conditions have imposed on all authorities
dealing with shipping, the necessity ef working in the
closest co-operation with each otner, in order to obviate
loss of time in turn round and dislocatien of large scale
shipping movements,

I am pleased to say that threughout the year, not only
were the usual harmonious relations meinteined with the
various corperations and councils of the Riparian Authorities,
the Tyne Improvement Commissien, H,.ll,Collector of Qustoms,
H,X, Inspector of Imumigration, the Principal Officer of the
Ministry of War Transport, but an additional and very welcome
spirit of wvoluntary co-operation with less insistence of
red tape was in evidence.

Our thanks are due to these bodies, their officers
and staffs, for much of the effectiveness of the work of
your Officers,

Pinally, I would like to record once more, my
gratitude to my own Staff, for the cheerful and efficient
work accomplished, and the loyal spirit in which they have
worked. Through their efforts are due whetever degree of
success this Authority has achieved,

I;.L;.i;_gﬂiﬂﬂm.an' 3,8 B
Mill Dam,

S0UTH SHIELDS,
MARCH 1945,






