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BOROUGH OF ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS.

Pusric HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
TowN HALL,

TunBrIDGE WELLS.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Borough of Royal Tunbridge Wells.

MR. Mavyor, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present my Annual Report on the
health of the Borough for the year 1958.

The Vital Statistics of the Borough show that the popula-
tion as estimated by the Registrar General at mid-year 1958
was 38,880—a slight decrease on the previous year.

The total number of registered births was 537 (280 males
and 257 females) and this was 21 more than in 1957. The
birthrate was 13.8 compared with 13.3 in 1957. The stan-
dardised birthrate was 15.0 compared with 16.4 for England
and Wales.

The number of deaths was 653 (258 males and 395 females)
as compared with 594 in 1957. The crude death rate for the
Borough was 16.7. The standardised death rate was 10.1 as
against the death rate for England and Wales as a whole
which was 11.7. The principal causes of death in the order
of incidence were:—

(@) Disease of the heart and circulation other than coronary
—156 (of which 47 were due to circulatory disease).

(b) Coronary disease—119.

(¢) Cancer and other tumours—100.

(d) Vascular lesions of the nervous system—=89.
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The diseases causing the greatest number of deaths in males
were as follows:—
(@) Coronary disease—67.
(b) Cancer—37.
(¢) Heart disease (other than coronary)—36.
(@) Vascular lesions of nervous system—28.

In females the diseases causing the greatest number of deaths
Were . —
(@) Heart disease (other than coronary)—120.
() Cancer—63.
(¢) Vascular lesions of nervous system—61,
(d) Coronary disease—52.

Deaths from Cancer of the lung numbered 22 as against 24
for the previous year.

The number of deaths of infants under one year was 15,
giving an Infant Mortality rate of 27.9 per 1,000 live births
(11.6 in 1957). There were 11 Stillbirths, giving a Stillbirth
rate of 20.5 per 1,000 total births compared with a rate of
21.6 for England and Wales.

The neo-natal death rate (the number of deaths of infants
under four weeks) per 1,000 live births was 14.9, the corres-
ponding death rate for England and Wales being 16.2.

Notifications of infectious disease received during the year
numbered 676 compared with 201 in 1957. Of this number
Measles accounted for 537.

Sixty-three cases of Sonne Dysentery were notified, as a
result of an outbreak amongst school children during the
months of November and December. Once again I would
like to take this opportunity to stress that a high standard of
personal hygiene is the most important factor in the control
of this disease.
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There were twelve cases of Scarlet Fever which were all of
a very mild type.

Two cases of Acute Anterior Poliomyelitis were notified (one
paralytic and one non-paralytic) but neither of the cases were
residents in the Borough. Vaccination against this disease
was continued throughout the year under arrangements made
by the County Health Department, During the autumn the
priority groups were extended to include all persons born after
ja.nuary 1st, 1933, while a third injection was offered to all
those who had had two injections more than seven months
previously.

There were twenty-three cases of Tuberculosis notified and
the number of deaths from this disease was two, giving a death
rate per thousand of the population of 0.05, as compared with
0.10 for 1957, B.C.G. vaccinations against Tuberculosis were
again carried out in the 13-year-old age group. During June
and July the Mid-Kent Mass Radiography Unit visited the
town, and during its stay the number of persons X-Rayed was
8,711. I am greatly indebted to Dr. I. Rees-Jones, Director
of the Unit, for the table appearing on page 19 of this Report,
giving attendance figures, etc., at the various centres, The
survey was not confined to residents within the Borough. Of
the cases notified during the year the majority were discovered
by the Unit.

No cases of Diphtheria were notified during the year and it is
now nine years since a case has been reported in the town,

Details of wvaccination and immunisation showing the
numbers of persons vaccinated against Smallpox and Acute
Anterior Poliomyelitis and immunised against Diphtheria and
Whooping Cough are shown in the tables on pages 20-21. All
arrangements in connection with these procedures are made
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by the County Health Department and I am indebted to the
County Medical Officer for the details supplied in these tables.

It is with deep regret that I have to report the sudden death
on November 26th, at a comparatively early age, of Mr. T. S.
Ellis, the Chief Public Health Inspector. I would like to
place on record my appreciation of the valuable work done
by him for the Health Department.

In conclusion my thanks are due to Mr. K. W. Willans,
who was appointed on January 7th, 1959, to succeed Mr.
Ellis, for his comments on, and the preparation of, the
statistics shown on pages 26 to 44 of the Report.

I should also like to thank the Members of the Council,
particularly the Chairman and Members of the Health Com-
mittee, and the Chief Officers for their help and support, and
my own staff for the loyal and efficient manner in which they
carried out their duties throughout the yvear,

[ am, Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
P. A. CROWLEY,
Medical Officer of Health.
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VITAL STATISTICS.

1 (a)—Summary of Statistics.
1 (a)—(i) GENERAL.
Area : 6,034 acres,

Population : 38,880 (R.G.'s Estimate 1957). 38,397 (R.G.'s
Census figure 1951).

Density of population, ¢.e. number of persons per acre : 6.4,
Number of inhabited houses : 12,500.

Rateable value, 1958 : £685,085.

Sum produced by a penny rate : £2,670.

Mean Annual Temperature : 48.7°F,

Hours of Bright Sunshine, 1958 : 1,386.9 hours.

Total Rainfall, 1958 : 36.54 inches.

1 (a)—(i1) BIRTHS.

Live Births (Registered):  Total. Male. Female.
Legitimate P i | 268 249
Illegitimate ¥ 20 12 8

537

Standardised Birth Rate: 13.8.
Live Birthrate per 1,000 population : 15.0.

Corresponding rate for 1957 : 13.3.
Live Birthrate for England and Wales : 16.4.

1 (a)—(ii) Stillbirths: = Total.  Male. Female.
Legitimate 10 1 6
Illegitimate ga 1 1

11

Stillbirth Rate per 1,000 live and still births : 20.5.
Rate per 1,000 population : 0.3,
Stillbirth Rate for England and Wales : 21.6.
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1 (a)—(iv) DEATHS.

Males : 258. Females: 395, Total : 653.
Standardised Death Rate : 10.1.

Crude death rate per thousand of population : 16.7.
Corresponding rate for 1957 : 15.3.

Death rate for England and Wales : 11.7.

1 (@¢)—(v) Number of women dying in, or in consequence

of child birth ... Nil
Maternal mortality per 1,000 total registered
births e 00

1 (@)—(vi) INFANTILE MORTALITY.

Deaths of infants under one year of age:—

Total. Male.  Female.,
- Legitimate 15 10 b

Iuﬁgitimﬂ.tﬁ T Ty _— —_— —_—

Death rate of infants under one year of age per 1,000 live
births : 27.9.
Rate for England and Wales : 22.5.

1 (@)—(vii) Total number of deaths from :—

1957 1958
Measles (all ages) ... il — ==
Whooping Cough (all ages) = —=
Diarrheea (under 2 years) ... — —
Cancer (all ages) ... 101 100
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1. Causes of death in children under one year.
UE-E-H 1 daly in Total
to = 2-3 3-4 | und 1-3 o &9 12 |'T
hours.) week | weeks | weeks,| weeks, 4&: m'nihsm'nths\m'nths ml;'km:m e
weeks.
Congenital Mal- '
formations 1 1 - | = — 2 2 1 - — 5
N tis and
ephrosis ... _— -_— —_ — — - — - i _ 1
T —_ e 1 —_ _ 1 1 —_ - —_ 2
Other defined i
and  ill-de-
Cases ... ... 3 2 —_ — —_ — — i
All other ac- | 2 ' o
ents = — = s s 1 - - — 1
ToraLs 4 3 Bl | 8 5 1 i = T
.
2. Deaths from Lung Cancer during the past nine years.
| i |
Year. 20—34 | 35—44 | 45—64 || 65—T4 | 75 years
| Years. | years. Years. years. | andowver| ToraL,
M|F[u|Frfu|rmv F|me | F|m|F
' o !
1950 —[=1=]=0z2]=1—=| 2zl —=[—=1| 2| 2
1951 ——4—-;-—:3—-4-1;;—,1'12'2
1052 —|==1— 8| 1| 4| 1| 3| 3|10]| &
1053 —| =1 2|—1| 8| 1| 8|—| 38|—f13| 1
1954 — | =1 2|=f11|—|— l‘-ﬁl— 19 | 1
1955 — (= 1= 3|—| 3| L} 4| — |11 1
1956 — | = - — g 8y | 3§ 1|—| 16| &
1957 St NSE ] 1 o 8 el == A =30 4
1958 — = 1= 2|— of| 2| ¢| af16| &
Ll =i 1l 4 40|11 (25| 8 [119 | 28
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3. Table showing Summary of Causes of Death during the
year ended 31st December, 1958.

No. Cause of Death. Male. | Female, | Total,
1A Tuberculosis, Respiratory 1 1 2
2. Tuberculosis, Other o — —_
3. Syphilitic Disease _— — _
4, Diphtheria : — — —_—
5. Whooping Cough —_ - -
. Meningococcal Infections — - —
s 4 Acute Poliomyelitis —_ — —
8. Measles : — --- —
8. Other Infective a.:n.d Faramtm Dlﬂ-ﬁaﬂ-ﬂﬁ = 1 1
10. Malignant Neoplasm Stomach 4 7 11
11. Malignant Neoplasm Lung, Bronchus 16 i 22
12. Malignant Neoplasm Breast —_ 16 16
13. Malignant Neoplasm Uterus ... - 4 4
14, Other Malignant & Lymphatic Nmplasms 17 30 7
15. Leukemia, Aleuk®mia .. L — 2
16. Diabetes 2 2 L
17. Vascular Lesions of Nervous *E}rwtem 28 (3] 89
18, Coronary Disease, Angina . 67 52 119
19. Hypertension with Heart Disease 3 15 21
20. Other Heart Disease ... 24 4 88
21. Other Llrﬂulﬁtﬂry Disease o 38 47
29, Influenza it 3 4 T
23. Pneumonia 13 28 41
24, Bronchitis o 12 11 23
25, Other Diseases of resplru.tnr;,r 5}*5‘;&1‘1‘1 b 4 o
28. Ulcer of Stomach and Duodenum i 3 T
o, Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarthoeea — —
28, Nephritis and Nephrosis 2 4 6
29, Hyperplasia of Prostate 9 — 4
30. Pregnancy, Childbirth, .ﬂ-burtmn — e —
31. Congenital Malformations 7 2 9
32. Other Defined and INl-Defined Diseases 13 17 b1
33. Motor Vehicle Accidents £ — 3 3
34, All other accidents 13 18 31
35. Suicide ... 4 — 4
a6. Homicide and Drmr-mnn-n of War — 1 1
TOTAL ALL CAUSES 258 i 1) 653




4. Table showing the average number of deaths at several
ages for consecutive periods of five years,

1901|1906191 1] 1916 |1921]19261931] 19364 1941 |1 9481951

(o] Lo Lol 4] to £+ 14 to (20 T 1o
1905]19101915] 1920 |1925{1930{ 19351 240] 1945195041 955]1 956{ 1 957| 1 958
Deaths at under | vear 57 | 46 | 40 2|2l jir|2]|2]|1w0]| 18 o 15
‘o 1 and under 2 20123 16 { o 3 5 3 4 3 1 | 1 == 1
1 2 " ] 5‘ ? 5‘ 5 4 3 3 1 2 2 i) ;
T b v 15 11| 10 1& 13 6 T ] 4 2 ] FJ 1 2 i
A e L 13 | 14 | 12 2001101 7 71 4 31 3 3 H 2
w25 4, @541 j141 |145 4736|3710 j0 |25 |20]15]|12] 29 24
e e 107|104 118 J119 Jils J107 J101 | 93 103 o9 95
w Bband upwards  ||178 [205 |234 | 245276 |207 342 [368 [420 470 |473 528 1-6'1 s514

5. Table showing number of deaths from certain causes.

Tuberculosis
Five-yearly | Cancer. | Pul- [Non-Pul- Infectious | Violence. | Influenza.
Period. monary. [monary. | Diseases,

1901-1905 228 167 61 104 45 67
1906-1910 251 154 48 i 35 87
1911-1915 260 133 46 110 4% 60
1916-1920 310 150 62 59 50 178
1921-1925 328 111 32 27 65 td
1926-1930 384 1 21 a0 59 a1
1931-1935 383 65 20 15 57 52
1936-1940 417 B0 14 21 81 55
1941-1945 502 66 16 13 65 61
1946-1950 404 44 1] ] H2 25
1951-1955 a0 18 2 T 116 40

1956 126 i} 1 1 29 2

1957 Ll 4 Cem 3 24 i

1958 [N 2 — | 30 T
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Table 7. Seasonal Incidence of Notifiable Infectious Diseases.
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Table 9. Tuberculosis Register.

Ist 2nd 3rd 4th
Quarter. | Quarter. | Quarter. | Quarter.

M.|F.|T. |M.|F.|T.|M.|F.|T.|M.|F.|T

Pulmonary Tuberculosis
Number of cases on register |162{144/306/164|144|308]162(144{306{171{148{319
¥

New notifications . A 3N 5 4 N o 7 4110 1] 1
Cases removed and subse-
Otzuentl]rrmtnmd o e e e R e e e et s s
er cases added to IEEII- |
ter (inward transfers) ... N2 3 1 1] 2 1] 3 7 1
Cases removed (removed,

recovered, d::d}l : I & 6 4 1] 5 —-
Cases remaining on rcgl:-ter 1641443081621 44({306{171]148{319174]1 50324

Non-Pulmonary Twuberculosis:
Number of cases on register | 30| 41| 71| 30| 400 70 30| 41| 71| 30| 41

New notifications ... — - Y 1] 44— 2
Cases removed and subse-

quently restored =l g e
Other cases added to Reg-

ister (inward transfers) | | 1 1 11— 1—1-—"1—

Cases removed (removed,

recovered, died) | f— (B | R P S g ) e e e

-
[
[
—

Cases remaining on register | 30 4(l| '?l]! :il}l 411 71 :ml 41] 71

Table 10. Tuberculosis—Summary of Cases.

Non- Non-
Pulmonary. | Pul. | Pulmonary. | Pul. | Total.
Male, Female.

Cases on Register at

beginning of year... 162 30 144 41 377
Cases added ... 17 & 13 1 33
Cases removed 5 — 7 1 13
Cases Remaining ... 174 32 150 41 397
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Immunisation and Vaccination,

DIPHTHERIA SMALLPOX WHooPING-
Year of IMMUNISATION VACCINATION coucH -
Birth, MUNISATION
Primary Reinforcing Primary [Revaccination| Primary
1958 57 — 144 — 1435 |
1955 2506 1 163 —_— 287 l
1956 45 - 8 == Ha |
1955 10 1 2 — 5
1954 s L] = — 5
1953 8 67 2 — i
1952 4 20 — — 4
1951 3 4 | 1 2
1950 | 4 —_ - 1
19449 — 1 — 2 L
1948 1 4 —_ 2 ==
1947 —- - —_ | —
1948 2 i— 2 o—
1945 - = — 1 —
1944 -- —_— - 1 -
Before
1944 - 16 a2 ——
ToTAL 385 111 338 42 al11

Poliomyelitis Vaccination,

The following table gives the numbers of persons resident
in the Borough who received injections against Poliomyelitis
during the year ended 31st December 1958:—

Given two

Injections 28 [285 1291 1297 1246 313 |229 |22 [i52 [165 170 |158 jaga |258 |255 | 512 | as7e
Given third |

Injections - 3] 21 ala 1ozl os|ohizafiaa]l—| — 2 1 635 |
Year of Birth |1958{1957]1956 1955;1954 1953| 1952)1951] 1950 IEH@, Mﬂl‘ﬂd? 1946 1945 IMDth::sI Toraa




Diphtheria Immunisation.

Number of children under the age of 15 years on 3lst
December, 1958, who had completed a course of immunisation
at any time before that date (i.e. at any time since 1st

January, 1944).

194& 194641 947] 1 948]1 949 1950)1551] 1 952 19531954']‘}55 19561195711 958] Total
13 | 9% [213 |299 |230 |185 |241 |188 365 |352 341 304 | 57 3231
250 |201 226 (164 (288 |220 [184 |19 | 16 | — — | — | — |1749
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NURSING HOMES,

Number | Number of Beds provided for:
of
Homes | Maternity | Others Total
(@) Homes first registered
during year _ —_ — —
(b) Homes whose registra-
tions were withdrawn
during the year ... — — —_ -
¢} Homes on the register
at the end of the vear 17 2 237 239

Periodical visits of inspection to the nursing homes were
made by the Medical Officer of Health during the year.

LOCAL HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE BOROUGH provided
by the Kent County Council.

Ambulance Facilities.

As 1n previous years the needs of the town were served by
the Kent County Council Ambulance Service from their station
in Monson Road.

Domestic Help.

Requests for Domestic Help, Family Help, Evening, Night
Attendant and Child Help Services are dealt with by the
Area Organiser, whose office is at 41 Grove Hill Road.

Nursing in the Home.

Home Nurses employed by the Kent County Council under-
take nursing in the home, and the District Midwives also
employed by the County Council carry out the majority of
the domiciliary midwifery cases in the Borough.




Treatment Centres and Clinics.

The following table gives details of the various treatment
centres and clinics operated by the Kent County Council.

CLiNIcS AND TREATMENT
CEMTRES.

SESSIONS,

Days.

Timas,

Child Welfare Centres:—
9-10, Calverley Terrace,
Crescent Road,

Congregational Church
Hall, Rusthall.

St. Luke’s Church Hall,
36, Silverdale Road.

Ante-INatal Clinic:—
9-10, Calverley Terrace,
Crescent Road.

Mothereraft & Relaxation
Classes:—
9-10, Calverley Terrace,
Crescent Road.

Diphtheria Immunisation &
Vaccination Clinic:—
9-10, Calverley Terrace,
Crescent Foad.

School Health Service:—
Minor Ailment Clinic:—
9-10, Calverley Terrace,
Crescent Road,

Ophthalmic Clinic:—
9-10, Calverley Terrace,
Crescent Road.

Orthopeaedic Clinic:—
9-10, Calverlsy Terrace,
Crescent Road.

Speech Therapy Clinic:— |

3, Mount Ephraim Road

Dental Clinic:—
9-10, Calverley Terrace,
Crescent Road.

Tuesday and Thursday

Wednesday

Wednesday

1st, 3rd and 5th Friday

2nd and 4th Friday

Monday

Monday, Wednesday and
Saturday

Monday

1st, 2nd and 3rd Tuesday

Tuesday

Daily

2 p.m.—4 p.m,

2.30 p.m,

2.30 p.m.

2 pm.—4 p.m.

2.30—3.30 p.m.

2 p.m.—3 p.m.

9 a.m.

9 am.

10 a.m.,

9.30 a.m.
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SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE REGIONAL HOSPITAL

BOARD.
Clinics. Days. Times.
Chest Clinic :—

Out-Patient Department, Friday 9 am. to 10 a.m. (for
Kent & Sussex Hospital, children only).
Tunbridge Wells. 10.0 a.m. to 12,30 p.m.

2.0 p.m. to 4.30 p.m.
Clinic for treatment of

Venereal Diseases :—

Kent and Sussex | Wednesday 2.0 to 4.0 p.m.
Hospital, - (Females)

Tunbridge Wells

Wednesday 4.0 to 6.0 p.m.
(Males)

There are five hospitals under the jurisdiction of the
Regional Hospital Board which provide services for the town.

These are as follows:—

Pembury Hospital, Pembury, Tunbridge Wells.
The Homeceopathic Hospital, Church Road, Tunbridge

Wells.

The Kent and Sussex Hospital, Mount Ephraim, Tun-

bridge Wells.

The Tunbridge Wells and District Maternity Home,
Calverley Park Gardens, Tunbridge Wells,

The Tunbridge Wells and District Isolation Hospital,
Benhall Mill Road, Tunbridge Wells.

Scabies.

No cases occurred during the year under review.

National Assistance Act, 1948 (as amended).

(Section 47 of the National Assistance Act.

Removal to

suitable premises of persons in need of care and attention.)
No action was necessary under this Section during the year.
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Public Health Bacteriology.

All public health bacteriology for the Borough is carried out
either by the Laboratory at the Kent and Sussex Hospital,
Tunbridge Wells, or the Public Health Laboratory Service at
their laboratory at Preston Hall, British Legion Village,
Maidstone.

Results:

Specimen. No. Positive. | Negative.
Faeces L iy i e s 219 101 118
Nose and Throat Swabs 19 3 16
Sputum . 1 — 1
Elood 4 J— 4
Urine i1 — &

TOTAL 248 104 144

Staff Medical Examinations.

During the vear the following medical examinations for
superannuation purposes were carried out:—

Tunbridge Wells Borough ... R

Other authorities fen £

International Certificate of Vaccination.

Three hundred and forty-two certificates requiring the
signature of the doctor authenticated were dealt with during
19568.
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GENERAL SANITARY ADMINISTRATION.

The work carried out by the Public Health Inspectors
during 1958 was supervised by the late Mr. T. S. Ellis.

The following table gives a general summary of the visits
and work carried out.

Visits to Baths 14
.+ Factories S

.. Food Premises ... L .. LB3E

. » Houses r¢ Housing Defea;:ts ... 1,804

e o Movable Dwellings 8
o+ Sports and Show Grounds T
w1 Streams ... 20

w . Verminous Premises 49

w o Workplaces e
Visits re Infectious Dhisease T
.» Insects and other Pests 27

w o+ Keeping of Animals ... G4
w1 Offensive Trades 20

v Overcrowding ... (i
o Pet Animals Act 11
o Shops Act 53

v 1o amoke Nuisance 83

» . Water Supply ... 118
Other Visits «o 1LBTT
Interviews ... 718
Smoke tests to Drains ... Ho
Water tests to Drains ... 29
Disinfections carried out 44
Disinfestations carried out ! 34
Informal Notices Served »¢ Housing Daiccts 404
Houses rendered fit in consequence of Informal Action e SIS
Formal Notices served »2 Houses 4
o . complied with by Owner - 21

.. = i o , Local Authority in default 9
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Water Supply.

The water supply to premises in Tunbridge Wells is drawn
from two sources, one at Pembury and the other at Saints’
Hill, Fordcombe, and again the supply was satisfactory both
in quantity and quality throughout the year. The water from
Pembury is mainly spring water augmented for about half the
vear from borewells, and the water from Saints’ Hill is solely
from borewells,

Water from Tangiers Waterworks goes into supply outside
the Borough and bacteriological samples are taken regularly.

The water mains were extended to a small new private
estate during the year, whilst a number of premises inReynolds
Lane not previously on main supply, now have a metered
supply.

In addition, regular samples are taken of the Chalybeate
Spring on the Pantiles and all proved satisfactory. The
basin on the free side of the spring has now been covered in a
similar manner to the basin of the spring itself.

TABLE OF SAMPLES TAKEN OF DRINKING WATER.
Satis- Not up to

1. Corporation Supply. factory. standard.
(@) PeEmMBURY WaATERWORKS (Chlorinated)—
Bacteriological Samples ... - : e i b 0
(b) Samnts’ Hirt WATERWORKS {Chlnrmated}—
Bacteriological Samples ... : R 0
(¢) TawciEr WATERWORKS {Chlurmated]—-
Bacteriological Samples ... i puiy gl |

(d) TanciErs WaTErRWoRKs (U ntrc-um:!i—
Bacteriological Samples ... -

2. Private Supplies.

(@] TREATED WATER—

(£

i

Bacteriological Samples ... 1 i

(b) UNTREATED WATER
Bacteriological Samples ... 4 2

3. Pantiles Chalybeate Spring.
UNTREATED WATER i | 0

The unsatisfactory sample from the Tangiers supply
occurred when the reservoir was being cleaned and the supply
was being taken from the collecting tank. Subsequent
samples of both treated and untreated water proved satisfac-
tory.
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Two samples of untreated water from private supplies to
premises on the outskirts of the Borough proved unsatisfac-
tory. One of these premises has now been connected to the
mains supply.

Swimming Bath.

The Corporation Swimming Bath, Monson Road, is an
indoor swimming bath. Samples taken throughout the year
of the water in the bath proved satisfactory.

TABLE OF SAMPLES TAKEN OF SWIMMING BATH WATER.

Satisfac- Not up to

lory. standard.
Bacteriological Samples ... 22 0
Chemical Samples ... 1 0

Sewage and Refuse Disposal.

Two modern sewage works serve the town. There are,
however, still a number of premises in the more rural parts of
the Borough having cesspool or septic tank drainage but work
commenced during the year on the Sandown Park/North
Farm Sewer System. This system will provide main drainage
for premises in Sandown Park and adjacent houses at present
served by cesspools or septic tanks together with houses being
erected on the extension of the Sherwood Park Council
Estate. Cesspools are emptied by the Cleansing Department
eight times a year free of charge.

Refuse disposal is carried out by the Cleansing Department
under the supervision of the Borough Surveyor. At present
land just outside the Borough is being used for the disposal
of refuse by controlled tipping methods. The approximate
number of bins in the Borough is 15,250 and the annual
tonnage of refuse collected is about 11,000 tons.

Pest Control.
(#) RopENT CONTROL.

One Rodent Operator is employed on rodent and other
pest control. The large majority of complaints of infestations
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by rats and mice related to minor infestations in gardens,
usually in compost heaps or under garden or poultry sheds
and no serious infestation was reported.

Half-yearly treatments were carried out in the sewers in
May and November by methods recommended by the Ministry
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. No serious infestation
was found.

The only heavy infestation treated during the year was in
the vicinity of agricultural premises.

The Rodent Operator also carries out routine surveys of
Council property and of premises adjoining any infestation.

WORK CARRIED OUT UNDER THE PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY
PESTS ACT, 1949.

Type of Property.
1. Surface Treatment. Total.
Local Private Business
Authority. | Dwellings. | Premises,
Number of properties in-
spected as a result of:
(@) Notification ... ... 10 155 35 200)
(b) Survey under the Act 23 3580 0 4403
Number of complaints con-
firmed 10 138 | 179
MNumber of infestations found
by survey ... 5 20 i 25
Number of properties found to
be infested by:
(a) Rats Major infesta-
tion 4 1 3 5
Minor infesta-
tion 11 116 16 143
(&) Mice Major infesta-
tion i i ] ]
Minor infesta-
tion 0 41 12 53
Number of infested properties =
treated by Rodent Operator 15 158 29 202
MNumber of infested properties _
treated by occupier 0 0 2 2
Total treatments carried out
by Rodent Operator in- "
cluding retreatments ... 18 167 32 217
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2. Sewer Treatment.

Number of manholes poison-baited—I1st treatment ... At b ANE
2t i 2Znd treatment ... e Bl

(##) OTHER PESTS.

Disinfestation treatment was carried out at 34 premises
during the year and of these only three were infested with
bugs, and ten with fleas. The figure also includes a number of
food piemises where measures were taken to control cock-
roaches, etc.

No action can be taken by the Department, however, in
respect of complaints relating to nuisance or damage caused
by pigeons, foxes, squirrels and wasps, but advice is given
where possible.

Pet Animals Act, 1951.

Licences under the above Act to keep a Pet Shop have to
be renewed annually and seven licences were in force at the
end of the year,

Clean Air Act, 1956.

Ten notifications were received during the year under the
above Act of the proposed installation of boilers rated in
excess of 55,000 B.T.U.’s per hour.,

Factories Acts, 1937 and 1948.

The majority of the factories on the register are very small
and are well scattered throughout the town. Over the past
year or so, however, an estate for light industry has been
developed at North Farm and a number of firms are now in
occupation providing work for quite large numbers of workers.
There is close liaison with the Borough Surveyor’s Depart-
ment in checking the deposited plans of new factories.



Factories Act,

INSPECTIONS.

31
1937 and 1948.

Fremises

Register

MNumber -

MNumber of

Inspections|

Written
notices

Occupiers
prosecuted

(i)

(11)

Factories in which Sections
1, 2, 3, 4, and 6, are to be
enforced by Local ﬂuthun-
ties .

Factories not mmcluded in
(i) in which Section 7 is
enforced by the Local

Authority...

(iii) Other Premises in which
Section 7 is enforced by
Authority
out-workers'

the Local
(excluding
premises) ...

210

22

33

188

32

ToTaL

204

253

35

CAsEs IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FouNnD.

Particulars

Number

of cases

in which

defects were found

Found

to
Eeme-

died

Inspec-

Referred
H.M
Inspec-

tor tor

by H.M.

MNumber of
cases in
which
Prosecu-
tions were
instituted

Want of cleanliness (S.1)
Overcrowding ... (5.2)
Unreasonable tempera-
ture ... (S.3)
Inadequate ventilation
(S.4)
Ineffective drainage of
floors ... (S.8)
Sanitary Conveniences
(S.7)
{a) insufficient 5
(b) unsuitable or de-
fective
(¢) Mot separate for
gexes ...
Other offences aga.mst
the Act (not including
offences relating to
Cutwork)

(o]

S0

b=

57

ToTAL

35

46

(3]
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Outwork.
(Sections 110 and 111.)

Section 110, Section 111.
No. of | No. of | No. of | No. of
out- | cases of | prosecu- [instances
workers | default | tions for | of work
in in send- | failure | in un-
Nature of Work | August | ing lists to whale- | Notices | Prose-
list to the | supply | some | served | cutions
required | Council | lists |premises
by Sect.
110. (1)
(c)
Wearing apparel,
making, etc. 4 — = —_ — —

SLUM CLEARANCE.

By the end of the year, the third in the slum clearance
programme, action had been taken in respect of 164 premises
of the 250 which were included in the first Five Years’ Slum
Clearance Programme.

Of the eight Clearance Areas, involving 37 houses, repre-
sented in November, 1957, the following Clearance Orders,
made by the Council in March, 1958, were confirmed by the
Minister of Housing and Local Government during the year:—

Bayhall Road Clearance Order ..« 3 houses
Belgrave Road Clearance Order ... D houses
Cobdens Cottages Clearance Order ... ... 3 houses
Roebuck Cottages Clearance Order ... ... 3 houses
Varney Street Clearance Order ... b houses

The Minister also confirmed the St. John's Road District
Compulsory Purchase Order, 1958, with the exception of the
two cottages in Clearance Area No. 2 of the Order. There were
14 premises in Area No. 1. Two premises in the London Road
Clearance Area were closed by agreement with the owners.
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During the year the Council made Demolition Orders in
respect of 12 houses and placed Closing Orders on a further
nine premises.

The Public Health Inspectors are in the process of making
a final inspection of houses to be dealt with in the fourth
year of the programme and representations will be made
shortly.

Rehousing from premises in the Slum Clearance Programme
in the period under review involved the movement of 17
families comprising 51 persons. The Corporation rehoused
ten families and the remaining seven families found their own
accommodation. No disinfestation action in connection
with the rehousing of tenants has been necessary during the
year under review.

The cost of removals from unfit houses is borne by the
Corporation and this has been a great help to the tenants
particularly old age pensioners who are often worried about
the expense of moving.

Demolitions during the 12 months numbered 35 houses,
15 in clearance areas and the remaining 20 being individual
unfit houses. Many other houses in clearance areas were
vacant at the end of the year. Demolition of these premises
is being delayed until the rehousing of all tenants in the area
has been completed.

It is anticipated that the first Five-Years’ Programme will
be completed by November, 1960,

Basements.

Inspections of basements continued and Closing Orders
were placed on five dwellings during the year. During this
period the Corporation rehoused four families from four
separately-let basements upon which Closing Orders were
operative.
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Disrepair of Houses.

Informal letters were sent requiring the remedying of
defects at 404 houses and repairs were carried out at 373
houses following informal action by the Department.

It was, however, necessary in 40 cases to serve statutory
notice to enforce the carrying out of the necessary repairs.

Public Health Act.

In addition many visits were made to premises for the
abatement of various nuisances, to check drainage alterations
and repairs and to supervise the installation of baths, wash
basins and W.C.’s.

Considerable time is also given up to interviews with either
owners or occupiers of premises in connection with the many
complex housing problems which confront both landlord and
tenant.

Housing and Sanitary Inspection.

HOUSING.
1. Inspection of dwelling-houses during the year :— Number
(1} (a) Total number of dwelling houses inspected for housing
defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts) ... .- 384
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose ... 1,681

(2} (a) Number of dwelling-houses (included under sub-head (1)
above) which were inspected and recorded under the
Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925 and 1932 35

(¢} Number of inspections for the purpose ... ... ~ be6

(3] Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state so dangerous
or injurious to health as to be unfit for human habitation ... 1

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those referred to
under the preceding sub-head) found not to be in all respects
reasonably fit for human habitation ... w404

2. Remedy of defects during the year without service of formal notices:—

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in consequence of
informal action by the Local Authority or their officers i peaal
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3. Action under Statutory Powers during the year:—

{a) Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 12 of the Housing Act, 1957.—
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring repairs Krie . 13

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered fit after
service of formal notices:—

(@) By owners 3
(8) By Local Authority in deiau]t uf Dwnm 1

(b) Proceedings under Public Health Acts:—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were remedied
after service of formal notices:—
(a) By owners 18
(8) By Local Authority in default ﬂf OWNers ... 8

{¢) Proceedings under Section 17 of the Housing Aect, 1957:—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in rnspmt of which Demolition
Orders were made ... 12

(2) Number of dwelling-houses closed in pursuance of an
undertaking given by the owners ... 0

{d) Proceedings under Section 17 (1) of the Housing Aet, 1957 .—

Number of dwelling houses in respect of which closing
orders were made ... ]

() Proceedings under Section 18 of the Housing Act, 1957 :—

(1) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms in
respect of which Closing Orders were made 5

(2)° Number of separate tenements or underground rooms in
respect of which Closing Orders were determined, the
tenement or room having been rendered fit B 3

4. Demolition of unfit premises:—

{a) Number of premises in clearance areas demolished as a result

of formal action ... .t o o ; 14
{t) Number of other premises dLI’IlU-IISl'lCl_'l as a l‘t’.hl.ll'l. of ful F“.n:ll or
informal action ... 20

Rent Act, 1957.

During the year 35 applications for Certificates of Disrepair
were received in the Department. Although comparatively
few in number a great deal of time has to be spent on inspec-
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tions of such properties and in checking the defects listed by
the tenants. In many cases action is taken, in addition to
Rent Act procedure, to ensure that urgent action is taken in
respect of any serious defect. The following table relates to
the issue or cancellation of Certificates of Disrepair.

Applications for Certificates of Disrepair.
Number of applications for certificates
Number of decisions not to issue certificates
Number of decisions to issue certificates:

(@) in respect of some but not all defects 30
(b) in respect of all defects 6
Number of undertakings given by |El.l'ld]01'db under Paragraph 5 a:-f

)

| B L]

the First Schedule 16
Number of undertakings refused b}r Local %.utlwnt].f under proviso

to paragraph 5 of the First Schedule ... i 1}
Number of Certificates issued 20

Applications for Cancellation of Certificates.
Applications by landlords to Local Authority for cancellation of

certificates T
Objections by tenants to cancellation of certificates 1
Decisions by Local .-’mthuriq.r to cancel in spite of tenants’ objec-

tions e 1
Certificates Lanceﬂm:l hy I -:}c:al Aiithnrntjr 5

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1955.

Samples of food and drugs continued to be taken regularly
throughout the year, 26 being taken formally and 68 in-
formally. Nine out of the 94 samples were reported by the
Public Analyst to be adulterated for a variety of reasons, and
the action taken on the unsatisfactory samples is given below.

An informal sample of milk taken from a churn at a dairy
was reported to be 11.7 per cent deficient minimum amount of
fat but follow-up samples taken formally of the whole con-
signment from the producer were reported as genuine.

Another informal sample of milk was reported to be 17 per
cent. deficient in the minimum amount of fat. This sample
again was taken from one churn of a consignment of milk.
When the whole of the farmer’s consignment of milk was
sampled a few days later all samples were reported as genuine.
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Salmon and shrimp paste was reported as containing
colour Rhodamine B.

Of the three samples of Pork Sausages reported as adul-
terated the two informal samples contained Sulphur Dioxide
within the legal limits, but no notices were displayed at the
time of the sale declaring the presence of preservatives. The
necessary notices were subsequently displayed. The third
and formal sample was a follow-up sample from one taken
the previous year. The Analyst considered the meat content
of 60 per cent. to be too low. The facts were reported
to the Health Committee and a warning letter was sent to the
manufacturer/retailer.

Cheddar Processed Cheese was sampled at a retail shop
and was reported to have a moisture content of 43.2 per cent.
being in excess of the limit of 42 per cent. recommended by
the Food Standards Committee. The sample was so little
below the recommended standard that no action was con-
sidered necessary.

The remaining two unsatisfactory samples were not pur-
chased but were brought to the office by private purchasers
who wished to complain about the articles,

The bread was stated to contain a particle of coal and the
Analyst reported “it contained a minute foreign body weighing
18 mgms., i.e. approximately 1/1500 oz., which had the micro-
scopic appearance of coal”. The Research Laboratory of the
bakery concerned were of the opinion that the black matter
was a piece of “burnt crust or possibly the ‘carbon’ deposit
that builds up on bread tins” particularly so as their bakery
used only smokeless fuels (gas and oil). The firm stated they
were taking steps to prevent a recurrence of this type of
complaint and no further action was taken.

The sugar was brought in with a complaint that it tasted
bitter. The report showed that it contained 3.7 per cent. of
citric acid, but as no other complaint was received the origin
of the contamination was dubious,
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FOOD AND DRUGS.
SAMPLE TAKEN DURING 1958 UNDER THE FOOD AND DRUGS ACT,

1955.

Nature of Sample.

Examined.

Adulterated.

Formal. [Informal.| Total,

Formal.

Informal.| Total,

Bread ...

Butter ...

Buttered L-lmehL Sprl:-ad

Cheese (Cheddar)

Cheese (Cheddar Pro-
cessed) :

Chicken Cutlets

Chop Sauce

Cream (Double)

Cream (Tinned)

Fruit Salad (Dried)

Glace Cherries

Ham & Chicken Paste

lee Cream :

Magnesia

Marmalade

Marzipan

Milk ... :

Milk (Channel Isl:md]

Milk (Tinned) ..

Mustard

Olive Gil

Orange Squash

Paregoric .

Pepper ..

Raisins

Salmon & ‘Shrlmp Pﬂ-.‘:h’_

Sausages (Pork)

Slippery Elm Tablets .

Strawberry Milk ‘ahake

Sugar ...

Tomato Hetchup

Vinegar

Whisky...

e i
—

i
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION
Number of food premises in the Borough

Type of Business:

Bakehouses and bakers’ 5lmp5

Butchers' shops

Caféds and restaurants, eu;

Drairies ...

Fish Shops
Greengrocers
Grocers and mixed
Hotels

Ice Cream ]*iu:tur}r

OF

Number.

30
34
92

1
15
42

120

23
1

FOOD.
468

I'nspections.
fid
219
174
TH
27
65
241
40
14
carried over
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Type of Business. Number, Inspections,
Licensed premises 54 38
Market (covered) 1 29
Nursing and Old Pmple s Homes ... 36 13
School and other Canteens ... 19 27
Slaughterhouses o pL B e 2 737
Sweet and cake shops 28 40
Other food premises ... r} 28

The nature of the business has been classified according to the
principal trade as two or more trades are often carried on from
the same premises.

Registered Food Premises.

Number of food premises (included above) registered under:
(t) Section 16 of the Food and Dﬂr.gs Act, 1955:

(#) Fish Fryers ... i
(b) Manufacturers of sa,usageh or putted preased plckled
or preserved food ... : 31
{¢) Manufacture, storage or qale nf e -,,rea,m e 137
(#1) Milk and .Dmﬂ-as H#gtda{mm. 19459-54;
Dairies 4

FOOD INSPECTION AND HYGIENE.

One thousand eight hundred and thirty-five visits were
made to food premises during the year. New food shops are
usually visited before the premises are fitted out and discus-
sions take place with the proprietors to ensure that their
proposals meet the requirements of the Food Hygiene Regula-
tions. Improvements were carried out in many instances as a
result of inspections of existing premises. It was, however,
found necessary in four cases to report upon various infringe-
ments to the Health Committee.

At a bakery it was found that the dough mixing and rolling
machines were in a dirty condition and contained flour moth,
whilst the bakery as a whole required redecoration. Remedial
action was only taken after the Council had decided to send a
warning letter,

Conditions at a café premises were found to contravene
several of the Food Hygiene Regulations and as informal
action had no effect the Council instructed that legal pro-
ceedings be instituted.

A complaint was received of the mouldy condition of a meat
pie bought at a grocer’s shop. The premises were visited and
three pies in a similar condition were found exposed for sale.
The pies were seized and taken before a Justice of the Peace.
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On instructions from the Council legal proceedings were
instituted against the retailers who, at the Court Hearing,
were fined a total of £10.

Another grocer’s shop, from which ice cream was sold, was
found to be without a supply of hot water although the
necessary apparatus was on the premises. The necessary
connections were only made when notice was served on the
occupier that it was proposed to cancel registration of the
premises for the sale of ice cream.

The majority of members of the catering and food industry
co-operate willingly with the Department in food hygiene
matters or the surrender of unsound foodstuffs,

Details of food found to be unfit for human consumption in
Retail and Wholesale Food Premises:—

Tiem of Food. Toms. Cwis. Qirs. Lbs,
Almond Nuts 1 2 0
Apricots ... 3 16
Beverages ... 63
Biscuits ... 1 0 4
Butter and Margarine 134
Cake mixtures 2 0
Cheese . 1 2 21
Christmas Pu{]dlng% 3 0 0
Cream (canned) ... 33
Creamed Rice (canned) ... 11
Fish (canned) 21}
Flour 2 2 0
Fruit (canned) ... 6 2 163
Fruit (dried) 1 12
Fruit Juice... 84
Gravy Powder ... 1 2 0
Jam (Apricot) 2
Lard 24
Marmalade 9
Meat (canned) . 18 0 20
Meat and Offal {lmmﬂ kll]ed} 3 2 11}
Meat and Offal {unp-urted} 11 e
Meat Pastes ; ; 2 04
Meat and Veg. [-:_anned} 1 204
Milk (canned) 1 3 264
Mincemeat 2 0
Mock Cream 12
New Potatoes ... 3 3 22
Onions (pickled) ... 2 0 17
Puff Pastry 10
Scallops .. 1 2
Shrimps ... T
Soups [canned} 3 7
Suet . 16§
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Item of Food, Tons, Cuwis, Qirs, Lbs,

Sugar (granulated) 8
Sweets and chocolates ... 7 0 15
Turkeys ... 1 21
Vegetables (ca.nnr.:d} 7 3 4}
Mizcellaneous foodstufis 1 ] 15
TOTAL WEIGHT ... T 3 2 7}

Unsound tinned foods, etc., are buried at a great depth in the Corporation
tip under close supervision.

MILK AND DAIRIES REGULATIONS, 1949-54.

There are four premises in the town registered as dairies,
but only two carry out pasteurisation treatment, one by the
Holder method and the other by H.T.S.T. plant. Improve-
ments were carried out at both premises during the year, the
first dairy converting the coke-fired furnace to oil firing,
whilst the second replaced the existing H.T.S.T. equipment
with a new installation of the same type.

Frequent samples are taken of the milk supply in the town
as will be seen from the accompanying table. Of the two
unsatisfactory samples one occurred during the running-in
period of the new equipment mentioned above.

Milk Supply.
Licences in force at the end of the year —

Pasteurisers' Licences ... 2

Dealers’ Licences: Pasteurised MUk . LD 15

Tuberculin Tested Milk ... 10

Sterilised Milk e e 25

Supplementar},r Licences: Pasteurised Milk ... 1

o Tuberculin Tested Milk ... 1

Number of registered dairies . e o 5 4

w o Shops (not dairies) s:elhng bottled milks .. 26

& distributors from other districts selling milk in the Bﬂrﬂugh 1

Number af samples taken: Taken. Unsatisfactory.
Pasteurised Milk ... 46 1
T.T. (Pasteurised) Milk 46 1
Sterilised Milk 1 1]

ICE CREAM.

Ice cream is manufactured at four premises in the town.
One is a small ice cream factory producing ice cream mainly
for sale from mobile vans, another produces it for sale in their
restaurant and for outdoor catering and the other two for sale
from their own premises. The majority of shops retailing ice
cream sell the products of nationally known firms most of
which is pre-wrapped. Of the 30 samples taken for bacterio-
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logical examination, the two classified as Grade 4 were taken
from catering establishments, and it was believed that the
poor result was due to unsatisfactory sterilisation of the
servers, etc. The three samples taken under the Food and

Drugs Act proved satisfactory.
ICE CREAM TABLE.

Number of manufacturers of ice cream 4
.. other premises registered for the sale of IC{-: Lream s e 133

. samples taken under the Food and 'I]ruﬁh Act ... 3

for bacteriological examination ... i 30

The 30 qamp]e'-, were graded as follows: Grade | 7
Grade 2 6

Grade 3 a

Grade 4 2

MEAT INSPECTION.

New legislation is in being requiring Local Authorities to
review slaughterhouse facilities and to report to the Mimister
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food upon slaughtering require-
ments and facilities in their areas. At present there are two
slaughterhouses in the Borough. One at Holly Farm is
Corporation-controlled and the other is privately owned. The
following table gives the annual slaughtering in the Borough
over the past five years, although the figures for 1954 include
animals killed under supervision of the Ministry of Food,
who maintained control until the 30th June of that year.

Cattle Sheep
Year. | excluding Cotos. Calves. and Pigs. Total.
Cotws. Lambs.
1954 2,357 a02 1,268 6,372 4,884 15,383
1955 1,023 203 843 2,080 4,818 9,057
1956 | 1,431 226 1,090 2,835 3,292 8,874
1957 1,562 Jos 1,169 2,217 4,181 0,437
1958 1,226 324 908 3,471 53,279 11,208

All animals passing through the slaughterhouses were fully
inspected. Animals arriving from the markets means late
slaughtering on a number of nights a week necessitating
evening work by the duty Meat Inspector. The three
District Public Health Inspectors carry out meat inspection
duties on a rota system working one week in three.

Both slaughterhouses were approved Centres under the
Fatstock Guarantee Scheme for deadweight certification of
pigs until August 16th, 1958. As from that date certification
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is only carried ont at Holly Farm. During the year 1,503
pigs were certified as being eligible for subsidy and this
necessitates additional work by all concerned.

The following tables give details of the animals inspected
together with the incidence of disease and meat and offal
found to be unfit for human consumption.

TAELE OF CARCASES AND OFFAL INSPECTED
WHOLE OR PART

AND FOUND UNFIT IN

Cattle,
lexcluding
Cows,

Cows,

Calves.

Sheep
and

Lambs.

Pigs.

Horses.,

Number killed

[
[ £
I
fasl

324

]

3,471

Number inspected

324

908

3,471

All diseases except Tuber-
cwlosis and Cysiicer-

ef J—
Whole carcases found
unfit ... 4

Carcases of which some
part oOr organ  was
found unfit

Percentage of the num-
ber inspected affected
with disease other than
Tuberculosis and L}r:-.-
ticerci :

176

5=
—
=

14,369,

6.40°,

Tubsrculosis only '—
Whole careases found
unfit

Carcases of which some
part oOr organ was
found unfit ...

Parcentage of the num-
ber inspected affected
with Tuberculosis

11

19

3.409%,

0.38%,

Cyslicercosts . —
Carcases of which some
t or organ was
Parnd anfit ...
Carcases submitted to
treatment hy refnger—
tion :

Generalised and tﬂt:a-llj.*
unfit B
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Details of food found to be unfit for human consumption in
the two slaughterhouses in the Borough:—

Weight. Tubercular Weight.
£ Good | CMrs., | Lbs: e C.  Oirs. Lbs.

Beef - 3 (1} 7  including — - — o

. Offals. .. 1 3 | 14 4 ] | Kt
Pork ik 11 3 ] i1 | 24

o Offals. .. 5 3 21 o 1
Veal | | 11

., Offals... 1 19
Mutton 3 2 i

. Offals. .. 7 1 17
Total weight 2 16 3 23

Unsound meat is coloured with vegetable dve and converted into products
not for human consumption.
Slaughter of Animals Act, 1954.

Nine licences to slaughter animals were renewed during the
year, eight of the applicants being emploved at the slaughter-

houses and the other holder being the Inspector of the
B.SiP.C.A.

Diseases of Animals (Waste Foods) Order, 1957.

A number of visits were made during the year in connection
with the above Order and two plants were licensed during the
year to boil waste foods prior to feeding to pigs. There are
now ten licensed boiling plants within the Borough boundary.

WEATHER INFORMATION FOR THE YEAR 1958.

The Municipal Meteorological Station is an official Auxiliary
Station. Readings are taken at 9.0 a.m. G.M.T. and 6.0 p.m.
clock time throughout the year and general observations of
weather conditions and other phenomena are taken at all
times of the day. Readings are sent every evening to the
Meteorological Office of the Air Ministry.,

No change has taken place in the siting of the recording
instruments. These are mainly situated in the Calverley
Grounds, except for the sunshine recorder which is mounted
on the roof of “"Reliance House”, Mount Ephraim, by per-
mission of the Reliance Insurance Society, Ltd. The standard
“Fortin” barometer is at the Town Hall,
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The work of observers has been carried on a rota system by
members of the Health Department, Mr. T. Ellison, Mr.
W. P. S. Rae and Mr. R. Welch.

As from November 1st the Meteorological Office introduced
a new method for recording the daily observations.

Sunshine.

The hours of sunshine for the year were 1,386.9, and this
total was 220 hours below average. Only once before, in 1916
when the total number of hours was 1,266.5, has the total been
lower for the whole year. Only two months recorded a total
above the average for the month, these were September and
October. The August total of 123.8 hours was the lowest ever
recorded for that month since records began.

The sunniest day of the year was May 28th, when 15.1
hours were recorded,

Sunless days during the year numbered 82, against the
average of 66,

Precipitation.

Rainfall totalled 36.54 inches, well above the average of
30.52 inches for the year.

The months with average or below average recordings were
February, March, April, May, July and November. Exces-
sively wet menths were January with 3.51 inches, June 4.88
inches (the wettest June on record), August 5.33 inches (the
wettest month of the year), September 3.61 inches, and
December with 4.48 inches.

A shower, which was heavy locally, occurred on June 10th
in the early afternoon, lasting approximately 45 minutes. An
amateur meteorological observer in the west part of the town
who also records rainfall, reported a reading of 1.07 inches as
compared with our own reading from the official station of
.39 inches for the same period.



16

Hail was recorded on February 19th, June 23rd and
September bHth.

The wettest day of the vear was August 24th, with 1.34
inches. Days of measurable rain numbered 173, compared
with the average of 168,

Snow and sleet was noted on 22 days. The first fall of the
year occurred on January 20th. On the afternoon of the 23rd
a heavy fall was noted which continued into the late evening.
A depth of seven inches was recorded and this laid until
January 26th. The last snowfall of the spring was a light fall
on April 11th.

There were few long dry spells, the longest without measur-
able rainfall being 14 days from November 13th to 26th, and
11 days from March 13th to 23rd inclusive.

Temperatures.

Mean air temperature for the year was 48.7°F, the average
being 49.2°F. The mean daily range of temperature was 13.9
degrees, compared with an average of 14.3 degrees.

The mean temperature for February was high being 40.2°F,
compared with the average of 38.7°F. The only month
notable for its high temperature was September with an
average of 59.7°F.

The maximum temperature during the year was 80°F,
this being recorded on July 8th and September 5th. The
hottest night of the year was on September 6th, when the
temperature did not fall below 61 degrees.

March was a cold month. The average mean temperature
was 37.9°F and has only been lower on two occasions, in 1909
and 1955, when the average was 37.2°F,

In the spring the last air frost was recorded on April 13th,
and the last ground frost on April 17th. The first air and
ground frosts in the autumn occurred on November Ilst.
Ground frosts numbered 77, compared with 59 in 1957.
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The coldest day of the year was January 23rd when the

| temperature fell to 16 degrees,

The mean minimum temperature for the year was 41.8°F,

Towards the end of April the maximum temperature rose

' to the 60° and from April 29th to May 2nd it did not fall
' below 70 degrees. Other warm periods when the maximum
temperature reached or exceeded 70 degrees were from July
7th to 12th, July 17thto 20th and August 30th to September 6th.

Wind.

At the 9.0 a.m. observation hour the wind direction was
North on 42 days, North-east on 42 days, East 18 days,
South-east 31 days, South 65 days, South-west 79 days, West
52 days and North-west 35 days.

(rale force winds were recorded on January 9th.

General.

The mean amount of cloud at the observation hour was
6.01 oktas, or eighths of the sky covered with cloud, against
an average of 5.4 oktas.

Fog (visibility below 1,100 yards) was noted on 42 days at
9.0 a.m., and misty conditions (visibility between 1,100 and
2,200 yards) on 37 other mornings. On two occasions,
January 16th and December 16th, wisibility was between
22-44 yards, and on December 4th it was below 22 yards,

Thunder was heard on 25 days. Severe storms occurred on
August 22nd and 28th, and on September 5th, when damage
was reported in the locality.

Relative humidity for the year was 85 per cent. at the
morning reading.

The lowest barometer reading was 28.784, on December
16th, and the highest 30,693 on October 24th.
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