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Znnual Report on the Health of the District during 1967

Preface
To the layor, /ldermen, and lembers of the Borough Council:-—
lir. Heyor, /ldermen, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I present herewith the ‘nnual Report on the Illealth of the District
draim up in accordance with liinistry of Heelth Circular 1/68 dated
January, 1968, Included in the Report is the Report of your Chief
Public Health Inspector.

At the beginning of April the Borough IHealth Department ceased to
be amalgomated with the Totnes Rural District Health Department.
Consequently the number of Iealth Inspectors available for duties in
the Dorough was reduced.

No great change occurred in the vital statistics for 1967 over
previous years but there were eleven more births and thirty-seven fevier
deaths than in 1966, which is encouraging, and there were no infant deaths.

A small number of casecs of mecsles occurred in the early part of the
year. It is hoped that after the Devon County Council measles waccination
compaign becomes effective, there will be o substantial drop in the number
of cases of measles in future years. Twenty nine cases of Sonne” Dysentery
occurred mostly in youngsters of 5 years of age or under, again in the
first quorter of the year. Inergetic treatment by local doctors, coupled
by strict hygienic precautions carried out at the Frimary School helped
contain the outbreak.

The Chief Public Health Inspector draws attention to the unsatisfoctory
tipping arrangements at llockwood uarry where "controlled tipping" is not
carried out. .[lso mentioned is alleviation of trouble at the Totnes Sewage
Disposel works, due to severe overloading of the works,

I wish to thank members of the Couneil and staff for their support
during the year.

John ildman
August, 1968. Vediccl Officer of Health






FUBLIC HEALTH COHMITTEE

The Chairman was Alderman kirs. L.B. Gray and the Vice-Chairman was
Councillor lirs, J.M. Gilbert, Also on the Committee were the liayor and
eight other menbers of the Council.

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTLENT

JEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
John i/iildman, ¥.R.C.S,, L.R.C.P.,, D,P,H., (Lond.)
(Full time appointment commenced 17th July, 1967)
DEPUTY 1LiiDIC/L OFFICER OF HEALTH
Mary E, Budding, 1i.B.B.Ch., B.Sc., D,P.H

CHIEF PUBLIC H:'LTH INSP.LCTOR

F, B, Elliott, AR, 8.H., H.AP.HI., (until 31,3.67)
P. R. Bramley, #....F.H.I., (commenced 1.4.67)

FUBLIC HUALTH INSP-CTCRS

E. P. G. Bemnett, &.R.S.H., M.A.P.H.I. (until 31.3.67)
P. R. Bramley, E.:.P.H.I. (until 31.3.67)
B. CGribb, MN.A, P, H.TI. (commenced 1,5.,67)

MEAT INSPECTCOR
R. ¥ /fddington

CLERICAL SSIST/NT

lHrs. J. Evans (until 31.3.67)
liss S. Bridges (commenced 1,4,67)

LOCAL OFFICE

ifunicipal Offices, Tel. llo, Totnes 2109
Fore Ctreet, and Totnes 3350
TOTNES,

S. Devon.

i, O, He CENTR.L OFFICE

/‘rea Ne. 5 South ‘est Devon, Tel. No. Plymouth 3664
Fublic Health Department,

Flympton R.D.C. Offices,

Plympton, FPLYIOUTH,

M, O, Ho CLIRK
liss G. Prowse Tel. No. Plymouth 36644







Section A

VITAL STATISTICS AND GENERAL STATISTICS 1967

Table 1

Tigures for 1966 are showm in brackets

POPULATION.

Lstimated liid-Year Population of Totnes lunicipal Borough

5,630 (5,620)
Natural increase or decrease - 15
Kigration in or out + 25
Total increase or decrease + 10
Population at 1961 Census 5,502

GENERAL STATISTICS

Area of Totnes funicipal Borough in ‘cres 1,421

Number of Inhabited Houses according to Rate Books - 1.L.67.

2,054 (1,918)
Number of iouses per acre 1.445 (1.350)
Number of Persons per acre 3.962 {5.95#}
Number of Persons per house _ 2.{hl (2,930
Dwellings owned by the Council L)

Rateable Value of District

£215,128 (£209,719)
cum Represented by a Penny Rate

£850 (£843)







Bogiciliti oins VA

VITAL STATISTICS AND GENERAL STATISTICS 1967

Table 2

Figures for 1966 are shoimn in brackets

BIRTHS
Standardised Live Birth Rate per 1,000 population 16,5 (14.19)
Area Comparability Factor for Births 1.19 (1,19)
Number of Live Births Males Females Total

Total L 3l 78
Legitimate LO 33 Fio]
Illegitimate L 1 5
Number of Still Births 1 0 1
Standardised Death Rate per 1,000 population 9.6 (13.88)
Area Comparability Factor for Deaths 0.58 (0.60)
Number of Deaths hales Females Total
All /.ges Total L1 52 93
Death of Infants under 1 year 0 0 0
Number under 4 vweeks of age 0 0 0
Number under 1 week of age 0 0 0
Infantile liortality Rate per 1,000 Live Births 0,0 (59.70)

COMPARTSON WITH RATES FOR ENGLAND AND WALES

Birth Rate 17,2 (17.7) Death Rate 37, 2 (11.7)

Infantile lMortality Rate

(Infants under 1 year of age) 18.3 (19.0)

R






CAUSES OF DEATH DURING THE YEAR 1967

Line No.

lMale Female Total
ALL CAUSES 52 93

l. Tuberculosis, respiratory

e Tuberculesis, other

S Syphilitic disease

L.  Diphtheria

5. ‘'hooping Cough

6. Ieningococcal infections

7o fecute Poliomyelitis

8. lleasles

9. Other infective and parasitic diseases
10. Malignant Neoplasms, stomach
1l. Halignant Neoplasms, lungs, bronchus
12, ifalignant Neoplasms, breast

13, lMalignant Neoplasms, uterus
1L. Other lialignant and Lymphatic neoplasms
15, Leukaemia, aleukaemia
l6é. Diabetes
. Vascular lesions of nervous system
18. Coronary disease, angina
1E Hypertension with heart disease

20, Other heart disease

=
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21. Other circulatory disease
22, Influenza
2 Pneumonia

2L, Bronchitis

25. Other diseases of respiratory system
26. Ulcer of stomach and duodenum

27 Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea
28, MNephritis and nephrosis

29. Hyperplasia of prostate

30. Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion

ks Congenital malformations

: Other defined and ill-defined diseases
33. lotor vehicle accidents

3. A1]1 other accidents

35. Suicide

36. Homicide and oper-tions of war

[
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GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HuiLTH SERVICLS

Hospitals

There are two hospitals in the towm, The Totnes and District
Hospital is a general practitioner hospital and has 24 beds.
Broomborough Hospital has 135 beds for chronic cases., It has a
maternity wing with 13 beds and cots; this unit serves a wide area
outside the towm, There are also L3 beds aveilable for residential
cases under Part III of the National /ssistance f.ct,

B

Under the National Health Cervice fet, the County Couneil
provides the following services:-

Domiciliary midwives, home nurses, health visitors, supervisory
care of expectant and nursing mothers and children under five,
ambulance services, vaccination and immunisation procedures, home
help services, and the care of persons suffering from illness or
mental disorders, and the after care of such persons.

Two district nurse/midwives work in the district together
with a health visitor and a nursing assistant. /. child welfare
clinic is held on the first, third and fifth Monday in the month
at the Borough Park Clinic, and the health visitor for the area
is in attendance. The home help service is provided by the
County Council. .. chiropody service has been made available for
the handicapped, the aged, and expectant mothers. The auvbulance
service is operated by voluntary organisations. 4 "meals on wheels"
service is provided by the [ R.V.S.

Laboratory Services

Bacteriological examinations of pathological specimens and
samples of milk, water, and ice cream, are carried out at the
Public Health Laboratories at Ixeter and Flymouth., The chemical
analysis of water is undertaken by Public 'nalysis at Ixeter.

Home Help Service

The liome Iielp Organiser has an office at 43 Fore Street,
Totnes, Telephone: Totnes 2663 (between 9 and 10 a.m,) The
demand for this service is ever increasing and provides essential
domestic help in cases of maternity, siclmess, convalesence, old
age and infirmity. It is not free, but thoses unable to pay the
full charges are assessed cccording to their means.

-§ =






Section C

PREV/.LENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS DISPASES

NOTIFILBLE DISEASES: Cases Notified During 1967

Table I

Age Group in _ Years

Undecr Over
DISEASE TOTAL 1 1- 5= 15- 25- 65
Measles 40 I 25 9 0] 2 0
Dysentery 29 1 g 14 0 5 0

Table II
Incidence by _ uarters

DISEASE TOTAL 1st 2nd 3rd Lth
lieasles L0 7 25 8 0
Dysentery 29 29 0 0 0

INTERNATIONAL VACCINATION CERTIFICATLS

Intemational certificates of vaccination were authenticated by the
Public Health Department during the year of 1967 as follows:

Smallpox 72
Cholera 16

NATTONAL ASSISTANGCE ACTS 1948 and 1951

P = tiestior gy

Ho action was necessary under these iActs for the compulsory removal
of persons in need of care and attention, No burials took place under
Section 50 of the 1948 ict.






Je

Section D

il

SANIT/RY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

2055 dwellings received a piped supcly from the South ‘est
Devon ater Board. Two dwellings are served by a standpipe and
one has its own private supply.

/11 samples taoken from the main supply have been satisfactory.

REFUSE COLLECTION .\ND DISPOSAL

The Council undertakes a once-weekly kerbside collection of
refuse., No serious difficulty has been experienced in maintaining
the service.

Disposal is by means of crude tipping at liockwood |uarry, and
it is only by reason of its location, well away from domestic premises,
that conditions do not give rise to serious nuissnce. Owing to
limited financial resources and insufficient covering materials, it
has not been possible to carry out proper controlled tipping.
Regular use is made of a bulldozer to keep the tip tidy and fortunately
there weire no complaints received during the year.

The two side loading refuss vehicles are rapidly deteriorating and
consideration will need to be given to replacing these in the near
future. It is hoped that vhen the time does arrive, more efficient
and hygienic vehicles will replace them, in accordance with the
recommendations of the Vorking Farty lleport on Refuse Collection.

In September, a charge was introduced for the removal of trade
refuse,

SEWERLG. AND SBIAGE DISPOSLL

The automation of the electrical equipment associated with the
spray irrigation of' effluent at the sewage treztment works before it
is discharged via a stream to the river is causing trouble, but over-
all the remedial scheme has been successful in that analytical reports
have shown that standards generally speaking have been close to the
temporary standards imposed by the Devon River Jfuthority.

The additional land required for spraying purposes has still not
been acquired,

Schemes in broad outline form for both sewerage and sevwage
disposal have been submitted to the llinistry of Housing and Local
Government and in the meantime, certain works will be carried out
at the sewage disposal works to improve the treatment process.

-8 -
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P DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT,

199

The Rodent Operator is shared .ith Totnes Nurel District Council.

Properties Other Than Sewers

1.

2.

No. properties in district

(a) Total No. properties
(including nearby premises)
inspected following notification

(b) No. infested by (i) rats
(ii) mice

(a) Total lo, properties
inspected for rats and/or mice
for reasons other than
notification

(b) Ho. infested by (i) rats

(ii) mice

§cw9rs

L.

Type of Property
Non fgricultural | Lgricultural |
2,698 1t
78 =
i3 2
IR =
i
135 9
69 3

Test baiting and treatment of the Council's sewers were carried out
in accordance with the recommendations of the Hinistry of igriculture,

Fisheries and Tood.

COL}OI_LODGING HOUSEHS

There is no common lodging house in the towm.

OFFICLS, SHOPS AND RAIL .Y PRUKISIS ACT, 1963

Only small pockets of inflestation were revealed.

Premises Total Hlo, of | No, of premises |
' newly regim Registered receiving a
MAASS oL PT e B stered during | premises at General inspect-
1967 end of 1967 ion during 1967

Offices ' - 27 4
Retail Shops, 1 82 16
Wholesale Shops, warehouses - 2 1
Catering establishments
open to the public, - 6 by
canteens
Fuel storage depots - 2 2

Total | L ek 25







7.  PUBLIC HEALTI VISITS AND INSPECTIONS

Housing fcts

Housing Survey 57
Housing Repairs 22
Improvement Grants 101
Housing lianagoment 230

Public Health ‘cts

Complaints and [luisances 80
Dirty Premises L
Refuse Collection & Disposal 63
Drainage 26
Yater Sampling 2
Infectious Diseases 91
Food and Drugs ict
Unsound Food and Food Complaints 39
lieat Inspection 628
Cafes and Catering Bstublishments 38
Fublic Houses 17
Grocers L6
Bakehouses L
liarket Stalls 113
Food Factories L3
Street Traders 31
Food Vending liachines 2
Slaughterhouses 26
Inspections under the:
Fapctories Act .
Caravan Sites & Control of Devclopment Act 8
Offices Shops and Railvay Premiscs Aot 50
Prevention of Damage by Pests .Jct 170
Animal Boarding Sstablishments Act 1
Petroleum Regulations 1
liiscellaneous Visits 2l

8, NOTICES SERVED

Public Health iLct, 1936

(S. 83 and 84 ~ 1, S.75 -1, 8.39 - 2.) b
Offices Shops & Railwsny Premises ict, 1963 5
Factories Lct, 1961 2
Food Hyglene Regulations, 1960 19
ilarkets, Stalls & Delivery Vehicle Regs. 1960 20
Slaughterhouses Hygiene liegulations, 1958 2

9, LICENCES AND REGISTR TIONS
Slaughtormen 15 FPet Animals
Slaughterhouses 2 /nimal Boarding Estabs.
Petroleum ke Serap Lietal Dealers

L
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SECTION R

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

In spite of staff changes and disruption of the smooth running of the
Department ihen integration with the Rural District Counecil, Public Health
Department ended in /April, 320 inspections and visits of all types of food
premises were made and resulted in 39 infomal notices being served in respect
of contraventions of food hygiene legislation. The Food Hygiene (liarkets,
Stalls and Delivery Vehicles) Regulations, introduced in 1966 placed an
additional burden of work on the Department.

The standard of food hygiene has romained generally constant through-
out the year. In several establishments, both large and small, there is
yet a need for all round improvement in the practices of food handlers and
a greater awareness on the part of management of their responsibilities to
a gemeral public vhich is expected to consume the food in which they deal.

e —

Comply with |To which Comply with
Type of Food Fremise Reg, 16 Reg. 19 Reg, 19
No. | (handwashing)| (Bquipment) (facilities) |
{facilitics? (washing) |
Grocery and |
General provisions 2l 23 2l 2l |
Butchers 8 5 8 8
Greengrocers 3 1 3 3
Fishmongers il - 1 1L
Confeectioners 13 12 - -
e
Licensed premises 15 13 15 S
Cafes and hotels 1l L i 12
Bakehouses 3 2 3 3
Schools and industrial _
canteens | s E 3 3 3
' i
Food Factories Lo 4 b 4
Ll e
Slaughterhouses 2 = . = =
i i
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2, FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1955 5,16.
Registered food premises

(no. on Register at 31.12.67)

otorage and sale of Iee Cream

manufacture or sale of sausages ete.

B INSPECTION OF MUILT AND QTHER FOODS

L2
33

During the year of 1967, the folloiwing food stuffs were found
to be unfit for human consumption:

58 lbs. pork
107 1lbs. beef

6é 1lbs. ox tongue
46 1bs. ham

61 1lbs, meat

24 1 1b,

1
= 0I5,

jars of Jjam
prawns

5 ozs. cheese spread

by

Cattle
excluding
coiis

Coiis

Calves

i Sheep

and
Lambs

Pigs

Horses

Killed and Inspected

81

1,153

5l , 483

All Diseases Ixcept T,B.
and Cysticercosis

‘hole carcases condemned

L7

Carcases of vhich some nart
or organ was condemnecd

8,886

% affected with disease

1Lt

57.0

120

4.8

16,1

Tuberculosis only

hole carcases condemned

Carcases of vhich some part
or orgen uwas condemned

2,132

% affected vith disease

Cysticercosis

hole ecarecases condemned

Carcases of vhich some part
or organ was condemned

% affected with disease

0
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1.

HOUSING

UNFIT HOUSES

The following houses have been the subject of action under
the Housing fAct, 1957.

Slum Clearance 6, 7, and 8 Leechwell Lane
23 and 24, Jouth Street.

Demolition Orders 39a, High Strcet.

LiiPROVELINT GHR'NTS

Discretionary Grants (a) Applications received 2
(bg lo. completed 5
(¢) Amount paid in grent £1,601.

Standard Grents (a) Applications received 1
(b) ifo. completed 9
(¢) Aimount paid in grant £1,100,

i e






Appeandix a

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 3.DICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

D e s e

IN RESPECT OF THE YZ'R 1967, FOR THE

BOROUGH OF TOTNES IN

THE COUNTY OF DEVON

Prescribed Particulors on the Administrotion of the

Factories /ct, 1961

Part 1 of the ‘ot

Inspection for purposes of provisions as to health

No. on Number of'

Premises Tranaotd ona ritten
Register = Hotices

(1) (2) (3) (%)

Occupiers

Prosecuted

(5)

Factories in which
BeaB. 1,205, and 6 6 i
are to be enforced by
Local ‘uthorities

Pactories not included
in (1) in which Sec. 7,

is enforced by the 9 30 2
Local ‘uthority

Other premises in vhich
Sec, 7 is enforced by

the Local ‘Authority | - - - -
(excluding out-rorkers
premises)

Total L5 [ 2 -







Uoses in which DLFECTS were found

inuber of coses in which
defects were found
Particulars Referred
Found Remedied | To H.M. | By H.i,
Inspr. Inspr.
(1) (2) (3) (&) (5)

Mo, of
cases in
which pro-
secutions
vere
instituted

(6)

.ant of cleanliness
(Sec, 1.)

Overcrowding (Sec. 2)

Unreasonable
temperature (Sec.3)

Inadequate
ventilation (Sec.l)

Ineffective drainage
on floor (Gec.6)

Sanitary conveniences
(See.7)

(a) insufficient

(b) unsuitable or
defective

(e¢) not separate
for sexes

Other of'fences
against the ict
(not including
offences relatin;
to Outwork)

Total

- 15 -







Part VIII of the Act ~ Outiwork

Section 133
Nature of work No. of outiorkers DMNo, of cases No. of prose-
in August of default in cutions for
sending list {azilure to
to Council supnly lists

Section 13

lfo. of instances of work

llotices Served Proseccutions
in unvholesome premises

= qls =












