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TOTNES BOROUGH COULICIL

To the Chaimmsn and Members of the Public Health Committee

ir, Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I beg to submit the Anmual Feport on the heslth of the
District for 1965. During that time Dr. lMcQuaid was your
Medical Officer of Health,

My thenks ere due to Mr. Flliott, Chief Public Health
Inspector, and Mr. Foster Pearson, Engineer, for a great
deal of the contents of the Report, end also to Miss Taylor
vho collected and correlated the information.

I have the honour to be,

Your obedient Servant,

Medical Officer of Hesnlth.
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SECTION _ A.
STATISTICS

T o s G e e B s R S P S RO BT 0 BT e
Fumber of inhabited houses sscssscscscicncersssssasarssse 1,910
Dwellings owned by the Council {Zlst March,1965) .eeseees 03
Council dwellings ncr 1,000 population seesesesecscescsss G0.1
Ratcable volue (15t ADTAL, 1965) seveeceesssscseccacasess £208,496
Ketime bed product ofidd, rate cocsessssvassssssssnnsscsns 2545
Estimoted mid year population (June 1965) seeeecsccesceas 5,660
Popalatlon of 106l ieensifl cvnsnsasssssssssnvasnsonssssens 5502

Births

ive births (32 maloe and 34 femeles) eeeasssccscsasssses 66
Illegitimate births (2 meles and 3 fomoles) sesecesscsses 5
Illegitimacy rate sesssssssoss e R R T
Crude birth rate per 1,000 population .ssescsssssssssscss 11.66
BEET] DIYEHE csecsesensanrnsscsrerncsssonssnsnssnsennnroenee NIl
Corrected birth rate A as st aEBE s ERaERREREsdia e aRREaSE 13-8?

Infant Mortality

Tﬂtal 1nf‘mt d‘:::-:.tl-tls LBE B BL L B B B B L B L R R R R B R N 3
Total infsnt deaths per 1,000 live birtiis ssecssssasssesss 45.4

Maternal M ity (includin

Humher Df dEﬁthS IR R R R R R R L R R R R R R NN E R R R RN Ilil
Rz‘tﬂe Per l’mD 1i"'fE End Still birﬂls LI I B R IR BRI R ) I.'Iil

Dec ths

Total deaths (37 males ond 48 females) secescesssssnsnses 85
Crude decth rate per 1,060 popul~-tion sseecesssssassssess 15.01
Gnr‘rﬁcte& denth ratec per 1’00'0 pr‘lll-"‘.tiOIl T R R N ?-95






Clossification of Deaths Male Femrle Totod
Other infective ond porasitic diseases - 1 1
Melignont neoplosn, stomach 2 - 2
Molignant neoplosm, lung, bronchus 4 - 4
Malignont neoplasn, breast - 1 1
Other malignont cnd 1ymphatic neoplasms 4 3 7
Dicbetes 1 - 1
Vascular lesions of nervous system 7 z 6
Coronary disease, angina & 4 10
Other henrt disence 4 6 10
Otiir circulatory disease 1 L 4
Pneumonia 1 2 4
Bronchitis 1 1 2
Other diseases of respiratory svstum 1 - 1
Ulcer of stomach ~nd duodenum 1 - 1
Nephritis and nephrosis - 2 2
Other defined and ill-defined disanses 7 19 26
Motor vchicle accidents - i & i
Al]l other accidents 1 1 2

Total A7 48 85
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SECTION B.

GEHNERAL PHOVISICHS CF HEALTH SERVICES

l. Hoanitals

There are two hospitals in the town. The Totnes and District
Hospital is a generrl practitioner hospital and has 24 beds.
Broomborough Hospitcl has 135 beds for chronic cases. It has a
maternity wing with 13 beds and cots; +this unit serves o wide arec
outside the town. There ore also 4% beds availcble for residentiol
cases under Port 111 of the National Agsistonce Act.

2. County Council Henlth Services

Under the Nationol Health Service Act, 1946, the County Council
provides the following services:-

Domiciliary midwives, home nurses, heclth visitors, supervisory carec
of axpectant and nursing mothers and children under five, ambulonce
services, vaccination and imumnisation procedurcs, home help services,
and the care of persons suffering from illnese or nentnl disorders,
and the after care of such persons.

Two district nurse/midwives work in the district together with a
health visitor and o mursing assistant. A child welfere clinic is
held on the first, third and fifth Mondey in the month ot the Borough
Park Clinic, ond the henlth visitor for the orea is in attendance.
The home help servicc is provided by the County Council. A chiropody
service hns been made svailable for the hondicaprned, the aged, ond
expectznt mothers. The ambulonce service is onerated by voluntary
orgonisations. A 'mecls on wheels' service is provided by the W,V.S.

%« Loborotory Services

Boecteriological examinations of pathological specimens and srmples
of milk, water, and ice cream, arc corried out at the Public Heolth
Leoboratories at Exeter ond Plymouth. The chemicel anaylsis of wnter
is undertoken by Public Anelysts at Exeter.
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4. HMass Miniature Rodiography

The Mass Radiography Unit visited Totnes every Wedncodoy
fortnisht =2nd wns broel on the Coronation Ro:d. Cre Prris. The
attendmec for the year was as follows:--

Generol practitioner referrcls 178
Tuberculin positive reactors 42
Contacts to tuberculin positive resctors 17
Contacts 5
Students 4
Hospitnl Steoff 16
School Staff of
Genercl public 761

Total 611

Here below is a brankdown of the abnormalities discovered:-

Male Fenele Total

Mslignent neoplasm 1k - ;
Non mnlignant neoplosm - 1 1
Congenitol cordio-vnscular disease - L il
fequired cardlio-voscular disease 6 4 10
Pneumoconiosis - simple 1 - 1
Bronchiectasis - 2 2
Pulnonary infections 2 1 3
Bronchitis and enphysemo 5 4 9
Other gignificent abnormalities 1 - 1
Non significant abnormeolities 7 2 9

Total 23 15 B

5. Home Help Service

The full time home help organiser, who is responsible for the
service in the town; hes her office ot 14, Midvcle Road, Paignton,
but she has the use of an office in the Minicipal Offices vhan sho
vigits Totnes esch wedk., It is hoped that in 1966 = pcrmonent office
in Totnes will be established. The dancnd for this service is ever
Inerensing, and provides esscntial douestic help in cases of matornity,
sickness, convolescence, old age snd infirmity. It is not free, but
those unable to poy the full charges erc assesscd according to their
merns






PREVALENCE MID CONTROL OF INFEGTIOUS DISEASES

1. Disenses notified durins the venr

94 notifications were made during the yenr as follows:-

Measles al
Puerperal nyrexia 2
Erysinelas 1

2. Internati-nal Vaccinotion Certificates

Internationsl certificates of vaceinrntion were cuthenticated
during the venr as follows:-

Suzllpox 166
Cholera 2l
Typhoid 4

These figures refer to the whole of No.10 Devon County Aren,
that is, Totnes Borough, Totnes Rural District, Ashburton cnd
Buckfrstleign Urben Districts.
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SECTION _D.

SANITARY _CIRCUMSTANCES OF TIE AREA

1l Water

1849 dwellings receive a piped supply from the South Yest Devon
Water Boord., Two dwellings are served by o stondpipe ond fifteen
dwellings hnve thelr own private supply.

£1]1 somples token from the main sapply have been satisfoactory
but one token from a private supply was not up to stendard.

2. Refuse Collection end Disposal

A weekly refuse collection has been regularly maintained throughout
the Borough ond no further complaoints hove becen received of any
nuisance occurring from the method of disposel ot Mockwood tip.

% Prevention of Domoge by Fests Act, 1949,

Tyne of Property
Loeal Dwelling | Other Pro- | Agric-
Authority liouses nerties ultural
including
business
=f_ =—=To=
Properties inspceted ns -
result of notification 5 26 17 -
Properties inspected in
the course of survey or
otherwise inspected 6 79 61 13
Properties found to be
infested
a) comuon rat 8 33 Z =
b) house mouse 2 10 21 -
Tot=l inspections
carried out 15 { 115 88 13

4, Pet ipimals Act

There is one premise registered under the Act.

5. Common Lodging Housecs

There is no common lodging house in the town.
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6. Sewverage ~nd Sewaze Disposcl

Remedial measures have now commenced. A new pump hns been
instelled in the Pumping Stotion to sssist the old gas sewerage pump.
Immediate steps have now been token which will result in storm water
overflows being made to onerate officiently. Also at the Uutfall
Works new sludge lagoons will be under construction,snd the spray gun
irrigeotion method will be used to disporse the effluent. This work
constitutes remedinl measures token as an emergency. The Consultants,
during the forthcoming year, will produce specifications and tenders
for the construction of a new Pumping Stoation and Yutfall Works.

With rcgard to the main system of sewers, it is hoped these will
be made efficient through contract at the same time as the main
disposal scheme 18 progressing.
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SECTION E.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

There hes becn a morked improvement in the standerd of the
food premises during the year but work is still recuircd to bring
them up to the required level.

|

Food premises — typc of| HNo. | Comply with| To which Comply with
Reg. 16 Reg. 19 Rez. 19
applies

Grocery and gceneral

provisiona 24 20 24 24
Butchers B 5 8 8
Greengrocers L 1 3 L
Fi shmongcrs 1 - - -
Confectioncrs 363 13 - -
Licuised premises 15 15 1.5 15
Cafcs and hotcls 14 1 14 14
Bekchouscs 3 2 Z =
Schools =nd industrial

crntons Z 3 3 3
Food factories 4 G 4 4
Slaughterhouscs 2 - - -
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Inzpcction of Mest and Other Foods

During 1965 the following focd stuffs were found to be unfit for

human consumption:-

Tinned han 18
Tinncd ox tonsue
Tinned lemb liver
Tinned pork kidney
Tinned jellied venl
Steak

%FS m‘S‘&h

bss 11 ogZs.

1
lbs. 5 ozs.
1bs.

1bs.
1bs.
11

DS«

Cattle
excluding
COWS

Cows

|
Calves

=]

Sheep
snd
Lanbs

Pigs

Horzes

Number killed snd
inapceted

123%

L

1502

65,732

All Disenses Excopt T.B.
rnd Cysticercosis

Whole carcascs condened

249

Carcoses of which sone
part or organ wos
condemned

1)

7

% no. inspected afficcted
with discase

4.9

Tuberculogis only

lthole corcases condemmed

Cercases of which some
pert or organ was
condanned

2,280

4 no. inspected affccted
with tuberculosis

5.4

Cwvsticercosis

Carcase of which sone
part or orgen was
condanned

Carecoses submitted to
treatment by refrigeration

e

Generallised snd totally
condermed







e [ s
Registered food premises (no. on Register at 31.12.65) - 49
Storage ond sale of Ice Cream - 40

Manufacture of sausages etc. - 11

Offices, Shops znd Reilway Premises Act, 1963.

Premises Totsl no. of | No.of premises
Class of premiscs registered registered receiving a
during 1965 | premises = general
end of 1965 inspection
during 1965
Offices 2 42 6
Retoil shops 2 94 18
Wholesczle Shops, warchouscs - 3 1
Cetering estoblishments
open to the public,
canteens - 9 8
Fucl storzge denots - 2 1
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SECTION F.

HOUSING

1. Houging inspections

Thirty four visits were made in connection with housing defects
and forty three on improvement grant work.

From the inspections made it became cbvious thet the housing
conditions in some districts of the town were very ooor,snd that a
couplete survey of snll propertics wos recuired in order to obtain a
coniplete picturc of the genernl conditions.

2. Unfit houses

A Closing Order was placed on a terraced house and the femily
rehoused by the Local Authority.

3. Ipprovement Gronts

Discretionary Grants a. Applications rocelved 8
b. No. completed 12
c. Amount paid in gront £2,944
Standard Grants a. Applications roceived 2
b. No. completed 6
c. Amount pesid in grent £763

4, Visits snd Inspections by P.H.I.'s during 1265

Refuse collection cnd disposal 16
Offices, Shops snd Railway Premises 146
Rodent Control 5
Housing 24
Improvement Grants 473
Nyisances snd complaints 11
Food hygicne 47
Building byelaws 6
Meat Inspecticn 407

Moveable dwellings

Sercp metal

Dyiinage 1
Dangerous buildings

Slaughterhouse hygicne

Factories

Wator

Pctrolam

Miscaellsncous i

S LW L T L N N
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APPENTIX A,

ANNUAL _RFPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

IN _RESPECT OF THE YEsR 1965 FOR THE

EOFOUGH OF _TOTNES IN
THE _COUHTY _OF _DEVON

Prescribed Porticulars on the Administration of the

Factorics Act, 1061,

PART 1 OF THL ACT

Inspection for purposes of provisions as to heslth

Pranises Number on Mynber of
Register I, spections] Written
notices
(1) (2) (3) (4)

Occupiers
prosecuted

(5)

Factories in which

sectioms 1,2,3,4, and 6
are to be enforced by 6 - -
Local Authorities

Factories not included
in (1) in which Sccticn
7 is enforced by the 37 1 -
Local futhority

Other premises in which
Section 7 is enforced by
the Local Authority 8 - -
( excluding out~workers
promises) .

- —r

Total 51 1 -
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2. Cases in which DEFECTS were found
Particulars Number of cases in which Number of cases
defects were found in which
Referred prosecutions
were instituted
Found |Remedied| To H,M.|By H.JM.
Insp. Insp.
(1) (2) (3 (4) (5) (6)

Want of cleanliness
(8.1.)

Overcrowding (S.2)

Unre:sonable
tempersture (S.3)

Inadecuate
ventilation (S.4)

Ineffective drainage
of floors (S.6)

Senitcry conveniences
&,
(8.7
a) Insufficient
b) Unsuiteble or
defeetive
¢) Not separate
for sexes

Other offences
against the Act (not
including offonces
relating to Outwork)

— T T

Totel
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PART VIT OF THE

ACT

OUTWORK

(Sections 1%% and 134)

Secti-n 173 Section 134
No. of | No.of cascd No. of No.of Notices [ Prose-
Hzture of | out- of default | prosec— inatenccs | served | cutions
work workers } in sending |utions of werk in
in list to for unvwhole-
fagast Council failurc sone
to supply| premises
(1) (2 (2) (4) (5) (6) (7)
Making of
Wearing 1 - - - - =
apparel













