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BOROUGH CF TOTNES:

ANNUAL REFORT OF THE MEDIOAL
OFFICER OF HEALTH.

To the Totnes Town Couneil.
Gentlomoen,—

In eompliance with the order of the Local
Government Board, I herewith presont you with the
annal report for the year 1888,

POPULATION,

The estimated population of the Borough is 4,242
In 1687 the number was 4,100. On November $h,
1897, the Forough was extended so as to include
the additional 142 inhabitant= ; sinee that date 16 1=
eatimatid that thero haa besn neither inerease nor

R,
EBIRTHS,

The number of Births ra?i:slemd during the vear
has Iwan 98 (45 boye, 51 gicle), equal to & hirth-rate
of 2216 per thousand, as compared with 2049 last

FEear.
DEATHS,

The number of Deaths registered during the same
woriod was 100, viz., 68 as oocurring in the Borough,
3 in the Workhouse, and 3 in the Cottage HuTll.-nl.
Four of the deaths that ocourred in the Woskhouse
andd all three of those in the Coltage Hespital have
been of residents of the lI-:-rn-Ligh, making the total
5, equal to a morfality of 17.68 per thousand, The
mortality of 16897 was 14.39 per thousamd.
INJURIES,
There have been two deaths from injuries, one in
the Warkhouse and one in the Borough (suseides).
EYMOTIO MORTALITY.
There have been six deaths the registered cavses
which eome under this headi , viz., 1 from
Diphtheria and 5 from Whooping Cough, equal to
a zymotic mortality of 1414 per thousand, slighily

above the average.
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Equal to an averags annual mortality of 1145 per
thousmnd, calculated upon the population of the
census of 1861,

It will bo seen that Whooping Cough is the chief
cause of death undoer this heading, accounting for
5 out of the 6 deaths in 1893, snd L6 out of the 46
during the ten years ending 3let Decomber last ;
also that Measles is almost as fatal as Diphtheria
and Tvrhoid Fover, cansing § deaths, as compared
with 10 and 11 in the ten yoars. I would recom.
mend that both Whooping Cough ond Measles be
incloded in the list of thoss diseases which must be
notified. When it became known that Wheoepin
Cough was prevalent notice wos given to the heac
masbers to exelude from school ehildren from infeoted
houses.

FHTHISIA MORTALITY.

Ten deaihs from Phthisis were registered during
the }#1 0 thess 5 ocourred in the Borough, 4 in
the Workhouse, and 1 in ihe Coitage pital.
e of those in the Workhouse and thot in the
Cottage Hospital wore of residents of the Borough,
brin the total to 7; the same number as in 1696
and mn 1897, squal to a mortality of 1.65 per thous-
and ; that of England and Wales from this cause
averaged 173 per thousand per annum for the ten
yoars 1881 to L

INFANT MORTALITY.

Fifteen deaths under 1 year of nge wers rogistered,
viz.,, 12 in the Beorough and 3 in the Workhouse.
This iz equal to » mortality of 12766 per thousund
births registered in the Borough.

AGED.

Forty of the 101 desths were of persons over 65

years of age.

CASES NOTIFIED.

Bight cases of Infectious Lhiscases wore notified
during the year, All of these were in the Borough.
In 1897 there were 4, viz., 3 in the Borough and
1 in the Workhouse. They were as follows:—
Soarlatina, 1: Diphtherin, 3; and Erysipelas, &
Tho case of Scarler Fover wns imported, and the
infection did not spread. With regard fo the cases
of Fryspelas and Diphtheria, inspeotion of the

remiises has in most casee revenled sanmitary defeets.

would point out that the forms for notifying o
not meet the requiremonts of Table B, as thoy de
not demand the age of the person affected.

DRAINAGE.

The schome for improvement of the drainage and
providing eutfall works has besn adopted, and the
work of construction is, I understand, to be com-
meneed this month. It provides for the sowerago
of the parts of the Borough not now sewerad -
cludgnhg &he Workhoused, the  district toeated in
Sparrow Meadow, the Manse, Northgate, ote., the
wllml.a of the portion recently added to the Borough,
the Pluns, the new bouses ‘in Mawdlin Orchard,
and the carrying of the sewage to Salt Marsh, and
ruising the low level sewage by pumping to the high
lovel sewer. It will to some extent ﬂ'lll_t‘i.]}f !.lm
fooding of Warland, and entirely prevent its being
flooded with any sewage

WATEE.

During the year the large Bowden Resorvoir has
heen osovered, with apparent improvement in I!!Hh
condition of water stored therein,  All the reservars
are now covered.

ROUTINE WORK.

Houses and drainz are continually being in-

¥ 1 amd defects pemediod. The most prevalent

efect is in connection with sinks in dwelling houses.
many of which are not separated from the drain
by a disconnecting air-gap. i

Slanghter houses, laundries, factories, and many
workshops have boen inspected, alio the Workhousn
and common lodging house, i

There have been eoveral mew dwolling houses
grected during the year, but more are desirable, to
withdraw the population ns much as possible from
4 dwellings in lanes and yaesages, which are wn.
fan abaa ¢ lighe and air. .

i il to report one case of overcrowding.

The report of the Inspector of Nukanors necoim:

pmnies my 1188 :

The m;nrlli.l during the year has been 40.31 inches,
as compared with 4224 in 1887 aml 83.76 inches in
1896.—1 am, Gentlomen, yours obediently,

EENNETH R. SMITH, M.I., M.OH.
16th January, 1E98, :

ANNUAL BEPORT OF THE SANITARY
INSPECTOR.
7, High Bireat, Totnes,
January 14th, 1880,

To the Urban Thstrict Council of the Porough of
Totnes.

“mthmml*; eport that I h luring th £
to r * mve during the pas

year, ending Decembar 51sk, 1895, |rm'|."-lmlkl visibesd

the Slaughter Houses, Public Courts and Passages,

and other parts of the Borough, and the following

nitisances have been re and dealt with,

The Smoke Test has applied to the Drains of
32 houses, with the following resulte: 15 wero found
defective (in_several cnsed the defects being very
slight), and 17 wore found sound and in good repair ;
af tho 15 defective drains and closcts, soma :Iil_\'ll
heen repaired, and in severnl cases new pipe drains
have been laid and new clascts l-uil-:-lit'llll'.'_ for dl!'rﬂ“
tive ones, end tho tow:a water laid on, with flushing
anparatus for fushing the same, the whole hoving
bewrry smoke tested after qompletion and foumnd
oorcedel. i

Nuvanees from defective li.rﬁi“l i.l'lii.[l‘rl'l-'t("-'l- inot
smoke tested), 13; from cosspits, §; nuisances from
aother canses, 6 1 all of which have been abated.

I have made 59 written reports to the Sanitary
Authority during the year, and 32 notices served for
the abatement § nusances, and 32 for n|lir|j‘iﬂﬂ_lhf-
smoke test.—I remain, Gentlomen, your obedient

sRrvant,
JAR. CLARK, Inspoctar.






