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ANNITAL OF THE TCAL ElL HEALTH
FOR THE DOROUGH OF GREIT TORRINGTON

FOit THE YEIR 1952,

During the year the genoral health
of the Dorough was very good. There wore no severe opidemics.
DBIRTHS, There wore 34 live birtha; 18 boys
and 16 girls. This included one twin birth (both boys).

The total mmber of births which
took placo in Torrington was 70; but in the case of 36 the residence
of the parents was not within the Dorough. The average total births
for the previous 5 years was 70. In 1952 most of tho births (76%)
cccurred in Torrington and Distriet Hospital.

There wero no stillbirths.

DEATHS. There were 47 deaths: 20 male and 27
female, The avarage mumber for the previcus 5 yoars was 46. This
gives a doath rate of 1649 per 1,000, The death rate for the whole of
Englond and Wales for 1952 was 17..3 ner 1,000,
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There were no infant deaths.

TUDERCULOSIS, During the yoar cne case of pulmonary
tuboreulosis was notified, and one of non-pulocnary: both were contracted
whilst living in Torrington. A third case was added to tho Reglstor -
the disease was contracted elsewhere and the patient ecame te live in
Torrington. Three patients on the degister went to live away from
Terrington. There wero no deaths. The cases on the Rogister at the and
of the year wore :=






Pulncnoay Male 7 Fomale 5
Non=pulmonary Male 1 Fomale 3

Durdng Aprdl the Moss Radiography
Unit of the Scuth Western Rogional Hospital Doard wisited Torridge
Valae Dairies, Ltd, A total of 158 perscns (137 male and 21 fomale)
had their chesta X-flgyed. M1l wore found to be normal except 5 - in
3 persons gvidonce of inactiwve tuborculosis was found, and the other

2 had non-tuberculous chest conditions.

VENEREAL DISEASE, No casce of venereol diseasc came to
oy notice. Facllities for treatment are avallable at Darnstaple.

INFECTIOUS DISENSES. Thore was an opldemic of mumps onong
the School-children during the first 3 months of the year. dpart from
this, there woro vary few casees of infoctious dispase. Thoe following
eages vore notificd during the -car :=
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There was no casc of poliomyelitis.

CANE OF EXPECTANT MOTHERS. There is no Ante-natal Clinic in
Torrington. Expectant mothers roeccive anto-natal attention from thedr

own doctors and from the Quoen's Institute Distriet NurscAHidwives.

Thisz arrengenent is very satisfactory.

CARE OF YOUNCG CHILDIIENM, Attendances at the Child Welfare Clinde
arc gocds. It is hold fortnightly by the Health Visitor.

Dordeiliary confinements are conducted

by the District Wurse/Micwives. Thoy have motor cars, and have portable

gas and air onsegthetie cquipment.

HEALTHE VISITING SERVICE. The County Health Visitor makes routine
visits to all maternity patients in their homes after their confinements.

Visits to the homes of tubereulosis pationts are made when necessary.






AMDULANCE SERVICE. The Jmbulance Service has been run
nogt efficiently by Heard's Garage. Red Cross Nurses are available to
accompany patients whenower required. A midwife always accompanies any
wonan in labour.
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DOMESTIC HELP SEQVICE. County grants towards casual home helps
are made when required (e.g. for domieiliary maternity cases). Apart frem
this thore is no organised hone help.

TORRINGTON & DISTRICT HOSFITAL.
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DONORS . The National Dlood Transfusion Service
(South~Wostorn Region) visited Torrington in October. Sovonty—cight

voluntecrs gave blood for transfusion,

WATER SUFPPLY. The Town iz supplied with water fron

the impounding reserveir at Darracott. The capacity of this rescrvoir

is 11,500,00C gallons. The water is treated by slow sand filtration and
chlorination. Contapination of the woter coming into supply was

digeovored in March, and it was found that the chlerinetion plant was
defective. A replacoment undt was ot oneo installed, since when all
panples subtmitted for bactericlogical oxamination have givon Class 1 results.
i total of 7 such commineaticns woere made during the year.

The water is not plumbo-sclwent.

The supply of water was adequate during
tho year. The lowest level renched by the water in the reservoir was 10'7®
below overflow on July 15th., but torrential rain fell during the night of
July 15th./l6th, and the level rose to 4' below overflow on July 16th. The
lovel contimued to rise steadily, until on Septembor 30th, the redserveir was
ovarflowing.

A further length of trunk main was
ronowed during the yeor and this, togother with the removal of a venburd
tube which was greatly restricting the flow through the main, has brought
about satisfactery ddlstribution.






Approval in principle has now been
cbtainod for the construction of a new filtration and chemical treatment
plant, and 2 new service reserveoir. Teonders will be invited in June, and
it is expected that work on this will commence during September 1953.

There 18 a piped water supply to all
houses in the btuilt=up area (populaticn about 2,70C). Outlying farms and
cottages (population about 200) cbtain water from their own wells; all

guch water used for domestic purposes has te De bolled.

SEWAGE DISFOSAL. A now sowagc disposal works, incorporating
sedinentation, double filtration and recirculation come into cperation on
October 18th. At present efflucnt from tho Mill Stroct and Didnawell
areas, and from the Torridge Vale Dairdles drains to the works. A schome

to 1ink up the whole of the Town's sowerage systonm with the works has been
approved in prineiple, and tenders for the work will be invited at an

early date.

MEAT AND OTHER FOCDS, No animals for gonaral consumpbion

are slaurhtored within the Dorough.
The foodst . f8 condomnod during the

yoar Werc i-
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No ice-crean is mamufactured in the

Dorough.
FOCD=PCISCONING . There were no cases of food-polsoning.
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MEDICAL CFFICER CF HEALTH.






