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TO THE

TORPOINT URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

Gentlemen,
I beg to submit to you the second annual Report relating to
the health of your district.

It will be seen that Torpoint still maintains its right to be regarded
as a very healthy district, which indeed, its situation and the occupations of
its inhabitants would lead one to expect.

I wish to tender my thanks to the Council, but especially to the
Sanitary Committee, for the careful consideration they have given to any
matters I have had to refer to them. I wish also to thank your Surveyor,
Mr. Frauk A. Clark, for his help and advice, and also the Sanitary
Inspector, Mr. Britton-Jones, whose report accompanies this, for the assiduous

manner in which he has carried out his duties.

I hope to attend the annual Congress of the Roval Sanitary In-
stitute in Bristol next July, and am glad to learn that the Sanitarv Inspector
also proposes to be there, such congresses are very helpful to those engaged

in Public Health work.

The necessity for sending copies of this Report to the Local
Government Board and to the County Council leads to the inclusion of
some points already well known to yourselves. but which may help those
bodies to form a right estimate of the steps yvou are taking to maintain the
health of the District.

It is a source of satisfaction to your Public Health department
that Mr, Smith, whom, on our recommendation, you allowed Mr. Britton-Jones
to take as a pupil, has been appointed Sanitary Inspector to the Urban

District of Sheerness from among a large number of candidates,

[ am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
SYDNEY G. VINTER,

Medical Officer of Health.
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The proper ventilation of sewers at the higher levels Ly shafts
is much needed, an undue pressure of gas is otherwise liable to exist at

the top of the town.

PLACES OVER WHICH THE COUNCIL HAVE SUPERVISION.

These as far as they occur in this district, omitting schools
which are reported upon separately, consist of slaughter houses, dairies,
cowsheds and milkshops, bakehouses, factories, and workshops.  They
have all been inspected, and 1 am glad to report a very considerable
improvement since my last inspection in those cases where improvement
was called for. They have not been registered pending the publication
of the bye-laws. I would like again to impress upon the owners of
slaughter houses that no application for a license will be entertained for
premises which are used also as stables. In one case a cowshed consists
of the slightly extended end of stables, this also cannot be registered.

With these exceptions, the buildings are in all cases suitable for
the purposes for which they are used, and due care has been taken with
regards to cleanliness, white-washing, &c.

SCHOOLS.—At the Weslevan Schools the whole of the drains
have been relaid, intercepted, and ventilated.

THE NATIONAL SCHOOLS.—These, which were a source of
anxiety to my predecessor, continue in an unsatisfactory condition, in
June an epidemic of follicular tonsillitis, confined to the children
attending these schools caused me to inspect them, I attributed the
illness to the insanitary condition of the children’s offices, they are
cramped, covered in Dby class-rooms, and have a most oflensive
ammoniacal odour, 1 drew the attention of the managers to this; in
August | again inspected them, [ then learnt that the smell in the
Infants’ School was so offensive on one or two days that the classes had
to be taken out of doors, this was caused by a soakage through the
wall of the Infants’ School from the Boys' Urinal, this has been partially
remedied by the extension of the impervious slabs of slate, but owing
to no half-channel glazed pipe or other device having been piaced at



the angle between the pavement and the slabs, the wall in the Infants’
School 1is still damp.

A Sub-committee of your Samitary Committee was appointed to
inspect the premises with me, they were unanimously of opinion that the
school offices were inadequate, and that they should be much enlarged

and removed to some more suitable spot away from the class-rooms.

At the St. Germans’ Workhouse, which is in your district, the
Guardians have built a suitable lavatory and w.c. with cross ventilation,
to replace a w.c. in the Women's Ward, which was a cupboard-like

arrangement opening directly into the ward.

WATER.

The Water-works are owned by the Urban District Council. A
Bill was brought before a Committee of the House of Lords early in the
yvear to obtain sanction for drawing a supply from the Withey Brook, a
distance of 26 miles. The Bill however failed, owing to the withdrawal of
Admiralty support, the Admiralty having decided not to proceed with the
building of barracks on land acquired by them at Trevol for that purpose,
this has had a retarding effect upon the growth of the town, the possibility

of increasing the supply from other neighbouring sources is being considered.

I am pleased that steps have been taken to increase the thickness
of the sand at the filter beds, which has in the past been only 8 inches or
less, it is the line sand only which has to be taken into account in estimating
the removal of organisms and efficiency of a filter bacteriologically. It
probably should form a layer not less than 3 feet to 3 feet 6 inches in
thickness ; by increasing the thickness of the sand, and thus reducing the
rapidity of filtration, increased efficiency is obtained ; shallow filters also re-
quire more frequent scraping than the deeper ones, due to the greater head
available in the deeper.ﬁ!tErs, and cause more interference with the mug'lcea
mass which forms on the surface, and which does not become effective for
two or three days after removal of the top laver of sand ; to this gelatinous

layer great importance is now attached.

L

There are at present 36 houses which use wells instead of the town
supply, 4 less than last year, three having been closed on account of giving
rise o typhoid, and the fourth on account of shallowness and contamination.



A pipe for emptying the filter beds without interfering with the
clear water chamber has been placed at a cost of {20, 50 as to improve the
supply to higher levels.

NUISANCES.

The long-standing nuisance caused by the unloading of town refuse,
brought from the neighbouring towns for agricultural purposes, has been
remedied by the bye-law which states that

“ No person shall unload or deposit within two hundred vards from
any street or from any building used for human habitation, or as a
school or place of public resort, or in which any person is employed
in any manufacture, trade, or business, any filth emitting a stench

and brought to the place of unloading or deposit for the purpose of
being removed therefrom."

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

There have been 24 cases of infectious disease notified during the

year, 2 of these were diphtheria, 5 erysipelas, 9 scarlet fever, and § typhoid.

Of the g cases of scarlet fever 7 occurred in the first quarter of the
year, 2 towards the end of the year; 7 of the cases were clearly traced to
contact with scarlet fever in other districts, 2 were contracted in this district
in houses where there was already a case, in one case a child and in the

second an aunt being the second case.

Both cases of diphtheria were very slight.

Of the 8 cases of typhoid, 3 were caused by contaminated wells,
the water in each of these cases was analysed by the Clinical Research
Society and found to be unfit for drinking purposes, though in one case the
water had a deceptive, bright and clear appearance. Defective drains ac-
counted for 2 cases. With regard to 2 of the remaining 3, they where
undoubtedly caused by the eating of shell fish which had been picked up in
the Millbrook Creek, the Medical Officer of Health for Devonport wrote to me
on June 8th telling me that he had some cases in Devonport which he
attributed to this cause, and asking me whether I had had a similar ex-
perience. The attention of the St. Germans Rural District Council in
whose district the Creek lies has been already drawn to the matter. The
remaining case was a contact case contracted from one of these.



I have received two notices from other districts that persons
residing in Torpoint had been in contact with those who had since de-
veloped small-pox. There has been a small but steady series of cases
occurring in the Three Towns, and in case we should be unfortunate
enough to have a case in Torpoint | made enquiries of the neighbouring
Sanitary Aurthorities to learn whether they would be prepared o take a
case for us. Plymouth and Devonport decline, but Stonehouse is hoping
to acquire a training brig for the purpose of a small-pox ship and the
Medical Officer of Health tells me that he has spoken to his Sanitary
Committee on the subject. They find that arrangements are so far from
being sufliciently advanced that they cannot at present entertain my appli-
cation, but in the event of their acquiring a ship they will be pleased to
state terms, At present they do not know what the probable cost of
maintenance will be, but there is no doubt it will be reasonable.

A Joint Committee of the 5t. Germans, Saltash and Torpoint
Sanitary Authorities have met to consider the possibility of erecting a
joint Infectious Deseases Hospital; while it is recognised that a single
hospital for several Authorities is likely to be more economical and also
more efficient, owing to its more constant use, so far no supitable site has
been found, the difficulty being to find a spot sufficiently accessible to these
different  Authorities.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Appended to the report are the various tables of Vital Statistics
required by the Local Government Board and the Home Office, which
this wear includes a table showing the incidence of mortality among
children under one year of age, this for last year was 7 or 51'85 per
1000 births, and as compared with 132 per 1000 births for the whole
country in 1903, the last published return of the Register General; the
Register General's f1gu;c5 for 1903 for the whole country are also inserted
in Table 1 for the sake of comparison.

THE MIDWIVES ACT.

The County Council is itsell the Local Supervising Authority
under the Act, as long so that remains so, the midwives in the District

are practically without the supervision which the act intended. In case















TABLE V.

Infantile Mortality During the Year 1905.

CAUBES OF

DEATH.

Under 1 werk.
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+_9 faodiihe.

1-2 peonthis,
L

.8 weekls.
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4-5 months

=B months,
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All Causes— 3
Certified ...

Unecertified

Common Infections Diseases
Small-pox ...

Chicken-pox
Measles
Bearlet Fever
Diphtheria : Croup
Whooping Cough
Diarrhoeal Diseases
Diarrheea, all forms ...
Enteritis
Gastritis, Gastro-
intestinal Catarrh
Wasting Diseases
Premature Birth
Congenital Defects ... =2
Injury at Birth
Want of Breast-milk ...
Atropy, Debility,

Marnsmus

Tuberculous Diseases
Tuberculous Meningitis

Tuberculons Peritonitis
Tabes Mesenterica

Mher Tuberenlous
Digeases

Erysipelas ...
Svphilis

Rickets

Meningitis ...
Convulsions !
Bronchitis ..
Laryngitis ...
Pneumonia . ..
Suffocation, overlying

Other eauses
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Births in the Year: Legitimate 134.

[llegitimate 1.

Deaths from all causes at all ages :54

B-0 monihs.

10-11 months,
11-12 months.
Tutal deaths
under 1 year

O 10 mon s,
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