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Todmorden Education Committee.

School Medieal Officer’'s Report, 1920,

Area of Borough .., 12,770 acres.
Population (1911 Census) 25,404

Population (1920 Estimated) ... 24,105

Number of Schools ... 15
Number of Departments 25
Number of School Places 5,298
Average Number of Children on Registers 3,314
Average in Attendance 2 704
Average Number of Half-timers 338

School Attendance and Medical Inspeetion Sub-Committee,
Alderman E. Crabtree (Chairman), Ald. R. Jackson, ]J.P.,
Councillors Gilmartin, Goucke, Healey, Pilling, Stansfield,

sunderland, Webster, Woodhead, and G. Windsor, Esq., J.P.

School Medical Officer—]. H. Barger, M.B., Ch.B.,, M.O.H,
Resigned November 30th, 1920,

School Dentist—FE. B. Gibson, 1,.D.S.

School Nurses—Mgrs. Epcar, A.R.S.I1.
Mrs. GEE, A.R.S.I.

Director of Education—]. Ii. CuraBERTSON, M.A., M.Litt.



Borough of Todmorden.

TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE
EDUCATION COMMITTEE,

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit the Annual Report
on the School Medical Service of the Borough for the year
ended December 31st, 1920.

As my resignation of the post of School Medical
Officer took effect on November 30th, 1920, I am at some
disadvantage in compiling the Report, but I hope to include
all that is essential.

An Open Air School was inaugurated in May. It
is situated on the Ferney Lee site, and has accommodation
for 40 children. The School places were filled immediately,
and since then the work has been continuously carried on.
It is the intention of the Committee to keep the School open
throughout the winter. Already it is easy to see the progress
made at this School ; the physical and mental condition
of the children has improved from the first, and is now very
marked.

The services of School Nurse and Health Visitor
have again been pooled to the advantage of both departments.

As usual, the Routine Inspections have been held
on the School premises. They have again included “ Code,”
and some other groups. The help and sympathy of the
teachers in this work is obviously growing, and is gratefully
acknowledged.

General inspections have again been made by the
School Nurse periodically ; obviously ailing children are thus
discovered, and brought to the notice of the Medical Officer.
Dirty and verminous children are discovered and brought
under treatment.

Infectious Disease., —Scarlet Iever, Measles, and
Chicken Pox have been prevalent during the greater part
of the vear, all in a mild form. School Closure has in no
instance been found necessary.
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Convalescent Homes.—These have again been made
available for our delicate children through the medium
of the Local Hospitals Com:mittee.

Free Meals have been supplied to a small number
of children; again there has been very little evidence of
distress.

Routine Inspections.—See Tables I to V.

Number examined in ‘ Code” Groups 1,193
601 boys and 592 girls, Of “ Intermediate ™ age, other
than age 8, there were 149 ; hoys 8% and girls 60, Total
examined 1,342. (See Table 1.)

There were examined, entrants 413, boys 208, girls
205. Intermediate age 8, 303; boys 158, girls 145, and
leavers 477, boys 235, girls 242,

DETAILS OF ROUTINE INSPECTIONS.

Mal-Nutrition,—Ten children were found, and all
were put under observation and treatment. It may be
pointed out here that these cases are now sent to the Open
Air School where they improve rapidly.  Seven others
were found at special examinations.

Unecleanliness—(a) of Head.—151, and 41 at special
examinations. These are almost all girls, and the chief trouble
is with nits, pediculi now being infrequent.

() of Body.—5H7 and 2 at special examinations.
Many of these cases are badly bitten by fleas, others being
“dirty *’ in the ordinary sense.

Ringworm of Head.—6 cases only were met with,
but at special examinations 54 others were found. The
cases are now discovered in the early stages and are promptly
placed under treatment. They are excluded from school
during the active stage, but later are re-admitted on wearing
light washable caps.

Ringworm of Body.—2 cases only were met with ;
36 cases were, however, discovered at the Clinic, and at other
special examinations. The School Teachers are able to give
much assistance in discovering these cases.

Scabies.—No case was observed, but 18 were met
with at School Clinic, etc.  Thev were all treated at the
Cleansing Station.
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Defective Vision and Squint.—82 cases. 70 of these
were noted at Routine Inspections, and of these 46 were
provided with spectacles by the Committee or privately.
Of the 36 “ not treated ” many were found on re-examination
to require no treatment.

Nose and Throat,—43 well marked cases were found
at Routine Inspections and at the School Clinic, etc., 180
others. 47 cases of Adenoids and Enlarged Tonsils received
operative treatment.

Teeth.—The Dental Clinic is now in full activity,
the new premises having become occupied. The School
Dentist presents a special report (see page 17.)

Table VI. sets out the numbers examined, number
of defects found, and the percentage of defects found in the
25 school departments.

The highest percentage of defects was found at
Harley Wood C.E. School (26) and at Vale Council Mixed
Department (25). The lowest was nil at Vale Infants’
Department.

Details of the Inspections, routine and other, are
set out in the following Tables :—
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TABLE Il.

RETURN OF DEFECTS FOUND IN THE COURSE OF

MEDICAL INSPECTION IN 1920.

CoDE GROUPS. SPECIALS.
= - Ho. Mo,
tequiring Lo requiring to
DEFECT OR DISEASE. No. be kept No. be kept
referred under referred under
for ohservation, for observation,
treatment. | bui not for treatment. | but not for
treatment. treatment,
SNV R | SER 1% L ) . 28
MALRUTRITION ... __,l 10 —_ T —
TUNCLEANL I'NESE—HEH.d e 151 _— 41 —_
Body . &7 - 2 —_—
Sl':m-—Rh’lgwurm—Hmd i _— bd -—
Rimwnr:n—]md}r a — 36 _—
Scalbies — -— 15 —
G N e 17 = 102 —
Other Diseases, {hl:m-Tubercu]arl ...... & — 20 —
ExE—Blepharitiz k 12 am— 10 e
ConencHyitle s s e ] 1 — 7 —
Werabitle ... nn s - | — — —
ey R [ e e e LS e — —_ 3 —_—
Comeal T I Ty e P o s —-- — — —_
Defective Vislon  ....coceiviisieeiemeesioses 52 — 12 =
uint ..., R R ST el 18 — —_— —_
Other Conditions ...........ooooeieomreereee] —— — — —
Ear—Defective Hearing  ..ooocviiaeseenesons 40 e 2 |
e (e R T | R e SR e i s 27 -
Other Ear Diseases ... cinesnnninres 2% - - 19 e
HNose AND THROAT—
E'mlnrg:ed ol e e e 12 238 93 —_
Adenowds ..., 1 I —_— 47 —
Enlarged Tml.ﬂ-il% ﬂl‘ld J‘u’dt"l'll'.lldﬂ- ............ -— - 40 —
Other Conditions ., = — = —
Enlareed Cervical Glands, [Nrm Tuh] e 2 254 4 —
DIEFECTIVE SPEECH  ..oooessecessiesssssmsnsiionssssns - B — 2
TEETH—Dental THBEAte ....ccocciiineceniiarinrons 51 458 78 _—
HEART AND CIRCULATION— {
Heart Disease: |
R e T s { — [ 12 — —
Functional......cocovvninnnnn e | e - —_
Anaemia 21 — a6 -
TumGe—
Bronehitiz ; 25 e —
Other \Dﬂ-'[‘uh&rc'lﬂal Di“-&ﬂ!l:"- 1 12 _—
TUBER CULOSIS— I"l.-Luﬂ}-mwf—
Diefinite i = 1 —_— 3 —_
Suspected . e 5 — 14 =
mmmmus—hm PULMONARY— |
e R e e e el ] - ] -
) 1L LS R R e P s
A v . i e e S B o ' SO — . - — =
Cther Bones mlr'i Imntﬂ ........................ | 4 - a —
R e Ered | _— —_— — —
T T N s — =2 s SET
NERVOUS SYSTEM.—
A AR L, Ll s i R Ve e e e [ —_ 8 _— —
RO - irarn s aicte i e T bR T e T | 1 - - -—
e ConBIAONS .. v cen e asensriicns s asmsningg 1 -- L —
DEFORMITIES— l
Ricknls oo e i T 4 20 : 5 18
Spinal Curvature .....ccccccciiiminaiiiin | h — | -— —
Oiher Forms ...... i —_ T | —_ —
OTHER DEFECTS AND DISEASES ... o 7 7 2 ! —
I
AT 1036 | TaT 22
Number of Individual Children having defects | :
which required trentment or to be kepd : | {
under ohservalion. * Less Tongils and Adenoids... | 40 .
Go7 |

* Dual L.a.m are Adenoids aml Eﬂ]ﬂmﬁl Tﬂl:lsih
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TABLE V.

INSPECTION, TREATMENT, ETC., OF CHILDREN,
DURING 1920.

1 The total number of children medically inspected
whether Code Group, special or ailing child .. 2340

2 The number of children in (1) suffering from
defects (other than uncleanliness or defective
clothing or footgear) who require to be kept
under observation (but not referred for
treatment). o : v i e 1058

3 The number of children in (1) who were referred
for treatment (excluding defective clothing,
uncleanliness, etc.) - - 4 i 1110

4 The number of children in (3) who received
treatment for one or more defects (excluding
uncleanliness, defective clothing, etc.) S S8
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TABLE VI.
ROUTINE INSPECTIONS, 1920,

Number Examined, Number of Defects found and percentage

of Defects.
P're’ntages
Name of School. Boyvs Girls Total No, of of
Exd Exd, Exd. Deiects. Defects,

Castle Hill M. ... 38 46 24 12 14
Castle Hill Infts. 19 19 38 4 10
Eastwood M. ... 22 23 45 5 17
Eastwood Infts. 10 10 20 2 10
Lumbutts M. & Infts. 16 17 33 5 15
Cloughfoot M & Infts 4 7 —_ —
Lanebottom M & Ifts. 20 24 44 5 11
Walsden C., M. 52 37 89 9 10
Walsden C., Infts. 16 13 29 6 20
Walsden C.E.

M. & Infts. 21 11 32 3 9
Todmorden C.E., M. 53 44 97 17 17
Todmorden C.E., Ifts. 18 21 39 3 =
Shade M. EE 51| 95 9 9
Shade Infts. 19 25 44 3 6.5
Roomfield Bovs 124 - 124 20 16
Roomfield Girls = 87 7 11 12
Roomfield Infts. 49 49 95 10 10
Cornholme M. ... 26 28 o4 ) 9
Cornholme Infts. 8 9 17 2 11
Vale M. 29 34 63 16 25
Vale Infts. 17 8 25 o -—
Robinwood M. ... 28 21 49 11 22
Robinwood Infts. 10 8 18 3 16
Harleywood C.E.

M. and Infts. 22 19 41 11 26
St. Joseph's R.C.

M. and Infts. 26 44 70 17 24

Totals ... 690 652 1342 192 14.15
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INFECTIOUS DISEASE AND ITS PREVENTION,

Scarlet Fever, in a very mild form, was prevalent
throughout the year, 83 cases and 74 contacts being excluded
from School. The persistence of this disease in the area
is probably due, in part at least, to its extreme mildness,
many cases escaping detection and many others being dis-
covered after full opportunity of spreading the infection.

During the latter half of the vear Measles became
epidemic.  This disease has been withdrawn from the lists
requiring notification to the M.O.H., but there is every
reason to believe that the Nursing Staff have become aware
of every case, and the houses have all been visited. During
part of this time it was found necessary to engage the services
of a Nurse from the Local District Nursing Association to

follow up these cases. The arrangement proved satis-
factory in every way. 189 cases and 174 contacts were
excluded.

Chicken Pox was epidemic, in a mild way, throughout
the greater part of the vear, and was the cause of 123 ex-
clusions. In no case was it considered necessary to close a
School or Department.

The School Exclusions for the vear were :—

Cases. Contacts.
Measles e 189 174
Scarlet Fever ... 83 74
Chicken Pox ... S 1] 19
Diphthena 15 33
Whooping Cough 9 1
Mumps 3 —

——mmuraa —

406 01

Cases, Contacts.

Ringworm it .8 b 58 = —
Scabies 17 2
Verm. Sore Head 26 —
Ophthalmia ... 1 .
Impetigo 17 =
Miscellaneous ... A o 6 = —

125 2

Total —Cases 531, Contacts 303. Total Exclu-
sions—=834. In 1919 the total exclusions were 278, and in
1915, 1,093,
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FOLLOWING UP.
This work has been done very efficiently by the
School Nurses, assisted by the School Attendance Officer
and School Teachers. ‘Special attention has been given to
Adenoids, and 46 cases received operative treatment.

The prevalence of Measles rendered it necessary
to employ an additional (temporary) Nurse for house visit-
ation. This work entails much evening visiting as many
parents are at work in factories during the day.

PROVISION OF FREE MEALS.

Three meals a day are provided for 40 children in
the Open Air School, and, in addition, free dinners are given
to all children recommended by the Medical Officer. During
1920, as in several preceding vears, the number of children
requiting free meals has been very small. Six individual
children received 467 meals. The meals are provided, as
far as possible, at the Castle Hill Cookery Centre, where
they are prepared by the Cookery Teacher. A few, owing
to distance from that Centre, have been provided at a restaur-
ant.

The 467 meals were provided at a cost of £11 19s.,

or fitd. per meal.

CHILD LABOUR.

As shown in previous reports, the ‘ Half-time ”
svstem prevails in this area, and during 1920 the number of
half-timers was the highest on record, viz., 338. In 1919
there were 291, and in 1918, 268. These children are em-
ploved mainly in cotton mills.

Exemption Certificates were granted during the
vear to 251 half-timers, and 281 full-timers. Total—532.

Average in attendance—2,730.

THE SCHOOL CLINIC.
This institution has been found to be a necessary
corollary to the “ following up " of defects.

The Clinic is held at Roomfield, and is attended by
the Medical Officer and the Nurses. TFormerly it was found
necessary to meet every morning from 9 to 12, but during
1920 it was open on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays only,
the Tuesdays and Thursdays being set apart for the Dental
Clinic. At the Clinic, inspection and treatment go on side
by side, and parents very frequently bring their children
to see the Medical Officer.
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Excluding the Dental Branch, 760 individual children,
boys 486, girls 274, received treatment for minor ailments,
making 6,602 attendances.

SCHOOL PREMISES AND EQUIPMENT.
In some schools (previously reported) there are
still in use desks of cbsolete type.

One school (St. Joseph's R.C.) 1s seriously over-
crowded. It is still necessary to point out the importance
of opening all possible schoolroom windows, both before
school opens and during playtime.

THE SCHOOL NURSES.

The School Medical Service owes much to the
enthusiasm and devotion of its Nursing Staff. In addition
to attendance at all routine inspections and the School Clini¢
much wvaluable work is done, as the following summary
shows :—

Visits to Schools—269.

Visits to Homes—1,133.

Visits to Feeding Centres—10.

Visits for Open Air School—58.

Number of General Inspections of children at
School—26.

Number of Children so Inspected-—4,520.
Number referred to Medical Officer— 384.
Number of Medicated Baths (Scabies)—10.

Iam,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Yours obediently,

J. H. BARKER,
(late School Medical Officer.)

Todmorden,
March, 1921.
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BOROUGH OF TOCDMORDEN

EDUCATION COMMITTEE.

SCHOOL DENTAL CLINIC.

Report for the Year ending December 31st, 1920.

Gentlemen,

During this, my second vear in your service, the
time has been almost entirelv devoted to the treatment
of cases examined during the previous vear, work which is
now almost completed and can be followed at an early date by
the inspection of the entrants since the last systematic survey
and the re-examination of those who have received treat-
ment.

[ have attended on 86 half-days, one of which was
devoted to the inspection of the teeth of children attending
the Open Air School, and the rest of the time has been spent
at the Clinic, Roomfield, in the treatment of cases for which
the consent of parents was obtained last year, and of special
cases.

Inspeetion.—Systematic inspection was undertaken
only in the case of the Open Air School, but a large number
of children whom I had not previously examined have been
referred for inspection and treatment by the S.M.O. or have
attended wvoluntarily. In this way the total number of
children examined during the yvear was 177, and the teeth
were found to be in better condition than that shown in my
previous report.

The results of this inspection in relation to the
various age groups is shown in Table I.



A

18

9" 1 e | WO | §'PE el ¢ GE ¢l PRI L 86 T Jeotag Aty uadp
g8 9 ggr | s ecgsl] 0 0°CF | 9L gy 8 A ®10L
— | = oyl 1 mee| 2 - — — Tl = s i
— — R°6 z 3 cF G Z o @ 8" F 1 RS T aEnn e
0% I L9 r €8¢ 0l I°Lg 0 g & ey |Tettrt SAERA ]
— — 0°G : 0°s¥ F4| 0° 0% i 0¥ I 0z srerrr adead O
i I | 8791 H T8 0 G Og L 20T « Gl Tertrt SIERA G
T e | 0708 9 0°G¢ G 0°¢g L 0" 01 G 0z Trertt aledA g
001 z | 0°8T ¢ 0°¢% ¢ 0°0¢ 01 e — 0 TR SR
a6 z 1°61 ¥ | 1'88 | 8 £ g8 L — — & srrecc sInad g
= 0°0% g |0"0E| % 0oF | ® — — R SILaL ©
% |M.3pasea G el | % | wealL | % mL | % | punog
=51 2101 Paseasi] | | ﬁuwduw....,ﬁ_” { PRSEIEI] i[1=2a], PR MIERS
| I 1198 | Lo1% N Uy w2appy) . dnoign jo a8y
JO 0N
'"HLNOW 40 NOILIANOD
"AANINYXHE NIYATIHD) HHL
1 3nav_lyL

J0 SEDV FHL OL NOILVTHH NI NOILDAJSNI 40 sSIInsdd -~



19

The total number of teeth examined was 3,813,
and the results are shown in Table II. from which it 1s seen
that the percentage of diseased teeth among those examined
1s 20.8%,, which compares favourably with the results of my
previous inspection.

TAaBLE II.
RESULTS OF INSPECTION IN RELATION TO NUMBER
OF TEETH EXAMINED.,
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Temporary ..| 1557 | 046  60.8 04 | 6 517 | 33.2
Permanent | 2250 £057 | 91.2 155 6.7 4{ii 2.1
Fotal ..eon | 3813 | 3003 | 78.7 | 247 | 6.5 | 563 i 14.8

Open Air School.—38 children were examined, of
whom 7 had sound teeth. Of these, 6 had previously visited
the Clinic, and did not require further treatment. Owing
to the regular use of tooth brush and powder at school the
teeth and mouths were with two exceptions much cleaner
than is generally noted.

All the parents of children needing treatment gave
their consent for the work required to be done at the Clinic
and the children were treated and completed at an early date
after the inspection.

Details of the inspection appended to Table I.

Hypoplasia.—Observations for this condition were
made in all cases with the following results :—

TABLE |ll. HYFOPLASTIC TEETH.
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Treatment.— During the vear 430 children received
dental treatment at the Clinic, and these paid 753 wvisits.
All the work required in 371 (or 86.3%,) was completed, making
a total of 672 completed cases since the Clinic was opened.

1,236 temporary and 42 permanent teeth, a total
of 1,278, were extracted, local anaesthetic being administered
in 491 cases.

433 teeth were treated by filling, 212 fillings being
inserted in temporary teeth and 221 together with 26 root
fillings in permanent teeth.

In 36 cases the teeth were scaled and cleaned, and
404 dressings were inserted.

Yours sincerely,

EDWARD B. GIBSON, L.D.S., Manch.,
School Dental Officer.

John Beatley & Sons, Printers, ete., Halifax Road, Todmorden



