[Report 1903] / Medical Officer of Health, Tiverton R.D.C.

Contributors

Tiverton (England). Rural District Council.

Publication/Creation
1903

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/jyy5e5fc

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode







I THE

TIVERTON RURAILI DISTRICT COUNCIL.

Mr. CHAIRMAN axp GENTLEMEN,

I beg to lay before you my Report on the Health of the District for the year
ending 31st December, 1903.

Soil and Subsoil of the Distriet.—The general character of the District is
hilly, rising in parts to over 8co feet. The more elevated portions of the District
are intersected by numerous deep cut valleys which rapidly carry off from the
uplands the heavy fall of water which occurs during severe rain storms. The
elevation of the country above the village of Blackborough is nearly goo feet, but
with this exception the Eastern portion of the District is the least hilly.

In the parishes of Cadbury, Clayhanger, Oakford, Butterleigh, Huntsham,
and Thorverton the soil is of a clayey description. Uffculme has marle, while in the
parishes of Cadeleigh, Cruwys Morchard, Bickleigh, Silverton, and Willand a loamy
soil is to be found. Sandy soil occurs in Kentisbeare, Sampford Peverell, and part
of Thorverton. The soil in Halberton is of a rich nature, in Bradninch and
Cullompton it is of a mixed variety and in Loxbeare, Washfield and Stoodleigh it is
more or less light.

There are various subsoils in the District, but those most frequently tound are
marle, gravel, rock or clay.

From the hilly nature of the District, the Land is more adapted to grazing
and dairying than to agriculture, and is accordingly used for the former purpose.

Rivers.—The District is traversed by three rivers, viz., the Exe, the Lowman,
and the Culm. The two first named rivers are free from all manufacturing effluents,
and steps have been taken to prevent the pollution of the Culm by the discharge of
the effluents from the factories situated on or near the banks of the river. These
factories are as follows:—at Cullompton, one tannery and one paper mill; at
Uffculme, a woollen mill ; at Hele, a paper mill ; and at Silverton, a paper mill.



The General Health of the District shows a marked improvement in the 12
months that have passed, the general death-rate having fallen from 13.529 in 1go2,
to 13.123 in 1903. The birth-rate for the year was 26.312, being higher than for
any of the five preceding years.

The number of Infectious Diseases notified during the year was 4g, #.¢e. 39
cases fewer than in 19o2. Diphtheria shows a decrease of 15 cases, and Scarlet
Fever a decrease of 11 cases. In 1903 there was one more case of Enteric than in
1go2. Out of the 36 cases of Scarlet Fever, 23 were reported from the Cullompton
District, and 12 from Bampton, showing that the epidemic of Scarlet Fever in 1902
in the Silverton District and Bampton area had spread over to Cullompton. This
year Silverton only reported one case of Scarlet ¥ever. There were no cases of
Puerperal Fever notified during the year.

The decline in Infant Mortality is worthy of notice, being in 1903 so low as
59.85, whereas in 1go2 the rate stood at 81.58. This shows a fall of 21.73, 2 most
satisfactory improvement.

With reference to Infant Mortality in general, I beg to make the following
suggestion, viz.—As now-a-days so many mothers are either unable or unwilling to
suckle their off-spring, I believe it would be advisable to have cards or circulars
printed, and distributed to parents at the time of the registration of a birth, each
such card to state plainly the advantage the child derives from its mother’s nursing,
and at the same time a few simple directions should be given as to the best methods
of artificial feeding, to be used in any cases where this may be found to be a necessity.
Under the present ignorance displayed in the feeding of young, and delicate children
the surprise is not, that the deaths are so many, but rather that they are so few.

There were only 10 deaths registered as being due to Phthisis, against 16 in
190z, but taking Phthisis along with other Tubercular Diseases, we find that there is
only an improvement of 2. The combined figures for 1902 being 20, and for 1903,
18. It is to be hoped that as the public in general begin to have a more definite
knowledge of the nature of Tuberculosis that the death-rate from this source will
rapidly diminish. It is with this object in view that the District Council have made
the offer to the public to disinfect any house where a death has occurred from
Phthisis, but unfortunately up to the present, no advantage has been taken of the
offer, although in one or two cases disinfection has been carried out privately.

There were only 24 deaths of children under one year of age and of these two
were from Premature Birth. No year formerly shows such a low record as this. It
is probably due to the cold summer of 1903.

There have been no complaints from any part of the District of scarcity of
water during any part of the year 1903.

HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES.

Before any newly built house can be occupied, a certificate of its fitness for
habitation must be obtained from the Council the said certificate only being granted
on the recommendation of the Sanitary Inspector,

In some localities of the District there is a decided deficiency of cottage
property which tends to overcrowding. It would be a great boon to the country if
some means could be devised for erecting more and better cottages, without being
an extra burden on the ratepayers, nor a cause of loss to the land-owners.



WATER SUPPLY.

Brapymver.—This town is supplied by two closed reservoirs, fed by springs.
It will be advisable to replace, as opportunity occurs, the old distributing mains, by
new pipes as the existing mains are in bad condition, and are moreover laid so close
to the surface that they are liable to be damaged by heavy traffic and other causes.

SiLverToN, has a small spring-fed reservoir.

The rest of the District depends upon wells for its water supply, which is
generally sufficient for all requirements, except in the higher Districts, during pro-
tracted periods of drought.

The Parish Council of Cullompton have at present under consideration, the
question of a water supply for the town.

SEWERAGE.

Thorverton.—The working of the Irrigation Meadow has not given
satisfaction during the year, owing largely to the guttering not having been properly
carried out. The matter has been in dispute between the Engineer and the Council.
The work of levelling and guttering the meadow is now to be taken in hand by the
Council, who will have the work begun as soon as the weather permits. The plans
will be executed in accordance with the views of the Local Government Board
Inspector.

The re-modelled school drainage has been connected with the sewer and
gives satisfaction, only two cottages remain to be connected.

The Broad Irrigation system is working well at Uffculme.

At Bilverton, three new sections of sewer have been laid, viz., in Back Lane,
one; in Church Terrace, one; and in New Court Road, one; and connections have
been made with the houses throughout. A closed tank has been constructed on
Little Pitt Farm to intercept the solids from this sewer.

The new Sanitary arrangements at Silverton Girls’ School have proved very
satisfactory, but in comparison with these arrangements, those at the Boys' School
compare very unfavourably.

At Halberton, the two sections of sewer which formerly discharged into the
mill-stream now discharge into two small closed tanks which have been built to
intercept the solids. The effluent is allowed to discharge over a meadow.

There is no Common Lodging House in the District.

Slaughterhouses, Bakehouses, Milk Shops, Factories and Workshops, upon
inspection, have been found clean and properly carried on.

Dairies and Cow Sheds have been found in fairly good condition. Un-
fortunately the custom of keeping pigs and stable cleanings too close to dairies still
continues.

There are no Offensive Trades carried on in the District.
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Fanuary, 1904.

TO THE

LIVERTON RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL.

GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit the following Summary of the Sanitary Work carried out
<during the past year.

SEWHERAGE AND DRAINAGE.

The sewers throughout the district are at the present time with one or two
exceptions, working fairly satisfactorily.

At CurLromreron, the outfall works for more effectually dealing with the solids
will be put in hand as soon as the weather permits.

Urrcurme.—It will be advisable to replace the existing old drain at AsHILL,
with a six-inch socket pipe sewer, as the present one is frequently becoming blocked.

New Sewerage and Sewage Disposal Works have been carried out at
BrapxincH, Curromeron, Havserton and SiLverToN.

Tuorverton.—The levelling of the Irrigation Area and other proposed
works is postponed until the spring, on account of the abundance of water now
flowing over the land.

House Drainage.—Several new systems of drains have been laid down, and new
closets built at Brapximncr, CurLomeron, Havreeriox, Kextiseare, LoxBeaRrE,
MoresatH, OaxrForDp, SiLverroN, ThHorveErTon, UrrcuLMe and WiLLawD.

WATER SUPPLY.

The District throughout is generally supplied from private wells; two towns
only having a public supply, viz., Brapnixcn and SiLveERTON.

The quality of the water is generally good and the supply sufficient.

At BrapxivcH, the new four-inch supply main has effected a considerable
improvement in the more equal distribution of the water.

Most of the distributing mains have however been down for many years and
are getting defective; they are also laid at too shallow a depth, and are liable
therefore to damage from frost and heavy traffic. The House connections are in
many cases laid on without having a stop-cock fixed in the street; this
renders it necessary in carrying out private repairs, to shut off and empty the
section of the main. These are matters which should receive attention in the
near future.

At SiLverTON, no private supplies are granted from the town mains.



SCHOOLS.

These throughout are generally kept in fair sanitary condition.

Improvements might however be made in some instances, chiefly UrrcuLME
Scroors and the Boys’ School at SiLverTox.

SLAUGHTERHOUSES.

The number of Slaughterhouses in the district is twenty-two. These have
been regularly inspected and are kept in fair sanitary condition.

BAKFHOUSES.

These number twenty-eight, none of which are underground. They are
kept clean and in good order.

DATRIES.

These are generally satisfactory, there is however in some cases a practice of
using the dairy as a larder, I have cautioned persons against doing this.

RAILWAY STATIONS.

I find them kept in a clean and satisfactory condition as regards sanitary
matters. At UrrcurmEe, new drains have been laid and lavatories constructed.

DISINFECTION.

This is done by fumigation with Sulphur and Lime-washing.
Forty-five houses have been disinfected during the past year.

Fifteen samples of drinking water have been tested during the year, five of
which were found unfit for use.  These cases have been dealt with and the supply is
now satisfactory.

CERTIFICATES OF WATER SUPPLY.

Certificates have been granted for ten new houses.

SCAVENGING.

Generally satisfactory, at CurLrLonrroN however the cleansing of the streets is
carried out in a slip-shod manner. This is under consideration, and I have no
doubt an improvement will be made shortly.

OVERCROWDING.

Nine cases have been dealt with during the year.









