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MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT.

Council Offices,
Thornton Cleveleys.

To the Chairman and Members of the Thornton Cleveleys
Urban Districi Council.
Gentlemen,

I beg to submit my report on the health of the district
together with that of the Chief Sanitary Inspector, for the year
1948.

The incidence of notifiable infectious diseases has again peen
rather high, the cases chiefly comprising measles, scarlet fever,
whooping cough and chicken pox. The diseases were not of a
severe type and no deaths were notified. Scarlet Fever in particular
has been mild, and an appeal to the medical practitioners to have
these cases nursed at home, where conditions were suitable, has
met with ready co-operation, thereby relieving the pressure on
hospital beds.

Responsibility for diphtheria immunisation was transferred to
the Divisional Health Committee in July. The scheme in operation
in this district had worked extremely well and the percentage of
immunised children was one of the highest in the County and I
wish to express my appreciation of the whole-hearted support given
by the local doctors in attaining this result. No case of diptheria
has been notified in this district since 1946,

The shortage of housing accommodation still remains very
acute and its solution would be a major factor in improving the
health of the people.

There is also a very definiie need for provision of hostel or

other accommodation for elderly folk, where they could not only
be suitably housed, but some supervision exercised over their

health.
Finally, I wish to express my best thanks for the ever-ready

assistance and co-operation of your Chief Sanitary Inspector, Mr.
A. E. Barnes, and all the members of the staff of the Health

Department.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

A. H. PENISTAN.












PHYSICAL FEATURES AND GENERAL CHARACTER OF
THE DISTRICT.

By the Lancashire (Central and Western Areas) Review Order,
1934, a part of the Township of Carleton containing 354 acres was,
on the Ist April, 1934, added to ihe Urban District. The district
is bounded on the west by the Irish Sea, on the east by the River
Wyre, on the north by the Borough of Fleetwood, and on the south
by the Urban District of Poulton-le-Fylde and County Borough of
Blackpool, and is flat in character, the only rising ground being in
the North Ward (Bourne Hill) and the East Ward adjoining the
river.

Consequent upon the addition of a part of Carleton to th:
district the Ward boundaries were altered as from 1st April, 1934

The Water Courses of the district flow eastward into the
Wyre.

GEOLOGY.

The general sub-soil of the district is clay, which is overlaid
with a thick layer of alluvial deposit (blue silt) varying in thickness
from four feet to ecight feet. On the top of this is a thin layer
(about four inches) of peaty matter. Peaty matter of considerable
thickness was found in one portion of the North Ward, Butts Road,
and also in Fleetwood Road in South Ward. On the top of this
again is a layer, varying from two and a half feet to four feet in
thickness, of sandy soil or a mixture of soil and clay. The surface
covering is about 6 inches in thickness. From above downwards
we get (1) surface covering (2) mixture of soil and clay or sandy
soil (3) peat (4) blue silt (5) boulder clay.

The nature of the above strata indicates that at some period
the River Wyre overflowed a large portion of the district leaving
the alluvial deposit.

CLIMATE.

The prevailing wind is a westerly sea breeze. An abundance
of summer sunshine, together with usually mild winters, produce
a temperate and very bracing climate.

AREA AND DENSITY OF POPULATION.

As previously mentioned the area of Thornton Cleveleys was
on the 1st April, 1934, increased by the inclusion of a part of the
Parish of Carleton, the total area now being given as 3,355 acres.

The average number of persons per acre is 4.7.



The district is divided into Wards, viz :—

West Ward.—This Ward was, on the alteration of boundaries,
reduced in size ; the eastern boundary is now a building plot
depth east of Cleveleys Avenue. This Ward is in the Cleveleys
portion of the district, a rapidly growing seaside resort, which
enjoys an increasing popularity with visitors from inland
towns. It is flat in character, with a slight slope eastwards.
The number of houses in this Ward is 1170.

South Ward.—Its western boundary adjoins the boundary of West
Ward and its eastern boundary is a building plot depth west
of Fleetwood Road, which it follows throughout the district.
It is again flat in character, and is residential (a portion of
the district of Cleveleys being within its boundaries. The
number of houses in this Ward i1s 1421.

North Ward.—Is the industrial arca of the district, and has within
its boundaries the works of the Imperial Chemical Industries,
Ltd. It is bounded on the north by the Borough of Fleetwood ;
on the west by the eastern boundary of South Ward ; on the
cast by the River Wyre. On the south it cuts the remaining
portion of the district roughly in half and forms the northern
boundary of East Ward. This boundary cuts across from
Fleetwood Road, through Bancroft Avenue, and north of
Hillylaid Road to the river. The number of houses in this
Ward is 743.

East Ward.—This Ward is the agricultural area of the district. Tt
also includes part of the added area. Its boundaries adjoin
the South and North Wards, the River Wyre, and on the south
the Urban District of Poulton-le-Fylde. The number of
houses in this Ward is 1457,

SOCIAL CONDITIONS. INDUSTRIES, ETC,

The western portion of the district has, in the last few years,
rapidly developed as a seaside holiday resort, and with the
additional amenities now provided, together with the activities of
private builders, the district as a whole has greatly benefited.

The largest employers of labour within the district are the
Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., who have a large chemical
works on the northern boundary of the district. There is still a
large portion of the district devoted to agriculture.

During the period under review there has been very little
unemployment in the district.






PART L—VITAL STATISTICS.

Popaulation.—The population at Census 1921 was 5,340. For
1931 Census the figure was 9,935 (corrected).

Registrar—General’s Estimate ........................... 15790

Number of Inhabitated Houses at 31st December, 1947 4,791

Average number of persons per house .................. 32
BIRTHS.

During the year 226 births were recorded by the Registrar-
General, comprising 124 males and 102 females. The following
Table shows the number of births allocated to the various Wards
(after excluding transferable births).

Males. Females.
Ward. Leg. Illeg. Leg. Illeg. Total.
WESL i v tam et 20 1 28 ve e 69
Sonth o e R — pl e S | 50
North ' it =g 2 25 Lol R
East e o e ety Sl . — 24 i R 47
TorRl iy il Sl 98 4 226

Birth Rate for District : 14.3 per 1,000 as against 14.6 for 1947.

Birth Rate for England and Wales : Live Births 17.9 ; Still-
births 0.42.

DEATHS.,

Based on a population of 15,790, the Registrar-General gives
the Death Rate as 13.9 as against 14.9 for 1947. The Death Rate
for England and Wales is 10.8 per 1,000.

The allocation to the various Wards of the district (after

excluding transferable deaths and including local residents dying
outside the district) is as follows :—

Ward. Males. Females. Total.
o= | e 40 37 17
LT £ R MR 25 32 57
North 15 16 31
Bast ... 29 27 56
Eptaly  laal 109 112 221

— — c——
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CAUSES OF DEATH.

Acute polio-myelitis ............ccou.eee. —
O R e v siiew s s vnara s —
Tuberculosis of Respiratory System... 2
Other forms of Tuberculosis ......... —
Cancer 14
Diabetes 1
Intercranial Vascular lesions ............ 7
BEERNT FHSEABE . .....cccciivvnervnrnsvminnes 45
Other Circulatory Diseases 2
oL T LN 7
Ppeumonia (all forms) .................. 5§
Other Respiratory Diseases T
Ulcer of Stomach or Duodenum ...... 1
Other Digestive Diseases 3
Maternal Causes o —
Rramatnre Barth ... e -—
Con. mal. birth inj. infant dis ............ 3
Nephritis e R R .
TR e A S SR 2
Road Traffic Accidents 1
Other violent canses .........ceceeeieones —
Diarrhoea (under two years) ............ —
Syphilitic Diseases 2
All other causes 8

Females.

112

—

7

12

21
46

‘-.‘tl NME ._...u._-._.i th ™ s b2 Lh B
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Death Rate per 1,000 of the Population for :

(1) Influenza
(2) Respiratory Diseases

B Preumonia (all forms) .........ciieiiviaiiivassinianaes

(4) Tuberculosis—Pulmonary
(5) Tuberculosis—Non-Pulmonary
(6) Cancer

13

Total.

221

4
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Nil
0.12
0.44
0.25

Nil
1.64


















BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATIONS.

These are carried out at the Public Health Laboratory,
Manchester, and at the Public Health Laboratory, Blackpool.
During the year the following examinations were made :—

Inphtheria’ Swabs ... .0 oo vee v e e 1

Examination of sputum for the Tubercle Bacillus is carried
out at Elswick Sanatorium.

Summary of Nursing Arrangements : Hospitals and other Institu-
tions available for the District Nursing, Professional Nursing
ir the Home.

(a) In July, 1923, the District was provided through the Thornton
Cleveleys District Nursing Association, which is affiliated with
the Queen Victoria Jubilee Institution for Nurses, with a
Nurse or Nurses as occasion required. The services have given
entire satisfaction and are a boon to the district.

No. of cases No. of visits
visited during made during
the year. the year,
24 5,926

(b) For lnfectious Diseases, No action has been required, but a
Nurse will be engaged if necessary.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE CENTRE.

The new County School Medical and Child Welfare Depart-
ment in Church Road, Thornton, was opened in May, 1939. The
School Medical Officer and Nurses (County Council) and ladies of
the district attend weekly.

Number of occasions the Centre was opened ......... 49
Number of individual children attending ............ 465
Number of attendances of children .................. 4,329
From 1 From 2 yrs.
Total. Under 1 yr. to 2 yrs. and over.
4,329 3,041 731 557

Number of attendances by expectant mothers :
No. of individual

expectant mothers No of actual
attending. attendances.
260 1,443

Midwives Act, 1902.—Midwives resident in the district and
certified under the above Act are enrolled on the County
Register. The above are under supervision of the County Medical
Officer of Health.

Clinics and Treatmert.—One is situated in the district.
Tuberculosis is dealt with by the County Tuberculosis Officer on
notification, Veneral Discase cases attend the Blackpool Centres at
the Victoria Hospital, Blackpool and Fleetwood Hospital.
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