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ANNUAL REFPORT FOR THE YEAR 1948
THORNE RURAL DISTRICT.

To THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF TIHE

THORNE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present my Annual Report on the work of
the Health Department for 1948.

This year was one of administrative change. A full-time
Medical Officer of Health was appointed; the West Riding County
Council's scheme of Divisional Administration of the Health Services
started to operate in this area, and the National Health Service Act,
1946, came into force.

The birth rate, 24.4, though less than in 1947, a peak year,
remains above the average for England and Wales, 17.9.

The death rate at 9.4, also compares favourably with that for
England and Wales, 10.8, There is a large excess of births over
deaths, but the Infantile Mortality rate remains very high at 64.0
deaths per 1,000 live births.

48 Scarlet Fever notifications were received in 1948 more than in
any year since 1940, when notifications numbered 56. The largest
outbreak was one of 12 cases in Stainforth during March.

An epidemic of Measles started in the Moorends area during April
and reached a peak in May. The epidemic spread to the Thorne
area in the middle of May and reached its peak in July when 70
notifications were rzceived.

The present over-crowded conditions with over 1,000 applicants
for houses living in lodgings militate against control of airborne
infections. Because of this shortage, houses which had orders for
their demolition made in 1939 are still in use, but as they decay, the
problem of dealing with them becomes more urgent.

The Boston Park squatters’ camp became the object of the
Sanitary Inspector's frequent attention during 1948, and the squalor
in which many of the squatters were found has been much alleviated
as a result of the Sanitary Inspector’'s unremitting efforts.

The Boat Dyke remains in use as an open sewer, an archaic
curiousity in the wrong place, and the ditch in Kirton Lane, Thorne,
receiving the overflow froin cesspits, tends to be offensive,

At the other end of Kirton Lane, the pumping main crossing
Kirton Lane fractured and broke the Kirton Lane sewer in December,
We were fortunate that there was no leak in the water main and no
damage to health resulted.

A pleasant feature of this year is an increased interest by
local farmers on the production of graded milk. As so much of the
milk gold in this area is Designated Milk—T.T. Milk, Pasteurised Milk
or Sterilised Milk—it should be possible for the provisions of the
present Milk (Special Designations) Bill, 1949, to be put into force
almost as soon as this Bill becomes law.

A brief summary of the work of the County Health Services is
shown in this report.

A central Clinic which could be fully equipped is greatly needed
in this area. ;

I have the honour to be,
Your obedient servant,
EERNARD SCHROEDER,
Medical Officer of Health.
MAY, 1949,
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