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ANNUAL REPORT

FOR THE YEAR
TR O

To the Chairman and Members of the
Thornbury Rural District Council,

MADAM AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present my First Annual Report on the
Health of this District.

The report is based in accordance with the requirements
on the Ministry of Health Circular 170/47, and statistics are calcu-
lated from returns made by the Registrar-General.

SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

No important change has taken place in the nature of the
chief trades carried out in the District. These are :(— :

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Agriculture and Allied Trades.
Sharpness Docks and Ship Building.
Quarrying.

Brick and Tile Manufacturing.

Caravan Building.

Braid and Loom Elastic and Smallwares.
Salmon Fisheries.

Flour Mills.

Baking.

Aircraft Engineering.

STATISTICS.

(@) General Statisties.

Area of District ... 61,337 acres.
Population (Registrar General’s estimate

mid-1947) 23,920.
Number of inhabited pmperties [Rate

Books) . 6,690.
Number of inhabitants per pI’ﬂpEI‘t}' 3.5.
Rateable Value ... : £123 487,
Sum represented by penn}r rate ... £501.
Number of Council Houses 665.
Number of Requisitioned Houses - ... 10.

Percentage of Council Houses ... 10.89.
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DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE
Existing Conditions

The foul and storm water drainage from one village
discharges untreated into a stream.

ArMoNDsBURY The more densely populated part of this parish is

ALVESTON

AvUsT

BERKELEY

CHARFIELD

CROMHALL

FALFIELD.

HAMFALLOW

sewered on the separate system and connected with
the Filton and Frome Valley Joint Sewerage Works.
The sewers are modern and reasonably well designed.
The 4-inch combined house drains taking upwards of
eight houses are frequently affected by blockages.
A group of Council Houses, a Mental Hospital and
several Hotels are served by small sewage disposal
plants. The villages of Hallen, East Compton and
Almondsbury require the provision of proper
sewerage schemes.

There are no existing sewers. Two small disposal
plants serve a Hostel and Council Housing Estate.
The lack of a sewage scheme is holding up develop-
ment.

The foul and storm water drainage in the three
villages discharges into ditches and streams, etc.
giving rise to nuisance.

The combined sewers and drains are old clay jointed
pipes with few manholes for access. Many connec-
tions are by means of untrapped or obsolete t
gulleys. There is frequent trouble from smells. The
sewage 1s discharged untreated into a tidal pill.

There are no known proper public sewers. A number
of properties are connected with an old parish
drain, which discharges into the Little Avon river.
Two groups of 40 Council Houses with drainage to
cesspits have recently amplified my previous requests
for the area to be sewered.

There are no sewers. Some properties discharge
foul water into a stream.

There are no public sewers. A Home Office estab-
lishment and an Hotel have private disposal plants
which have recently been reconditioned.

Several groups of properties discharge drainage into
ditches, and nuisances exist. The area lends itself
to being sewered with the adjoining parish of Hinton.



HaMm AND
STONE

Hno

HintoN

OLDBURY-ON-
SEVERN

OLVESTON
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A number of ditches are the only means for the
disposal of foul water. Recent action has resulted
in a temporary reduction of the nuisance. The
village of Stone should be sewered.

This is a very scattered rural village. There are
no sewers. Farm drainage discharging to ditches
gives rise to some nuisance.

The Newtown and Docks are of this parish, are
sewered and discharge untreated into the tidal
River Severn. Some of the sewers are defective,
unventilated, and constructed of clay jointed pipes.
One portion of the sewer has this year been relaid
and modified. The drainage of other Hamlets and
villages discharges into ditches and water courses
giving rise to frequent complaints.

There are no sewers. The low lying and scattered
development would make the cost of sewering
expensive.

The Council has accepted the responsibility of
cleaning several water courses which receive the
drainage of the two main villages. Proper sewers
and sewage disposal is urgently needed.

RANGEWORTHY The village consists of scattered development.

There are no public sewers.

REDWICK AND Portions of this parish were provided with foul

NORTHWICK

water sewers by the building developer. These
have been taken over by the Council. The sewage
is stored and pumped into the River Severn during
suitable periods of the tide.

The present sewerage scheme is not entirely satis-
factory, and it should be re-designed and extended
to the other developed parts of the parish.

RockHAMPTON A small rural parish. There are no public sewers,

THORNBURY

TORTWORTH

Farm drainage discharging to ditches occasionally
gives rise to complaints.

The town was provided with foul water sewers in
1934. They are in excellent condition, and dis-
charge to a modern sewage works. The outlying
parts of the town require sewering by extensions to
the existing sewers and sewage works.

A small scattered rural parish. The Tortworth
Estate is at present used by the Home Office as
a Prison. The Ministry of Works installed a modern
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principle of weekly collections in all the larger built-up areas,
monthly collections in the villages and *“ three-monthly ** collections
in the three small rural parishes. As the result of a serious accident
involving a vehicle and personnel, several loader/drivers resigned.
It was necessary to engage four new workers and a hired lorry.
Only a small proportion of the loaders will carry out the emptying
of closets which is now carried out weekly in two parishes. The
collection of Refuse and Salvage is carried out simultaneous, with
one 10c.yd. Dennis Refuse Lorry, one 4/5 ton Ford truck and a
recently acquired 3-ton ex-army Ford truck. Delivery is still
awaited of the further Dennis 10 c.yd. Refuse Lorry, which has
been on order two years. The Staff consists of three driver/loaders,
four loaders and two tip attendants.

The gross cost of Refuse and Salvage during the year amounted
to £2,606 2s. 11d. and salvage to the value of £567 4s. 5d. was
disposed of.

Three main refuse tips are in use. Several small sites were
utilised at the request of land owners and farmers who wished to
fill in ponds, etc. The tips are reasonably well maintained and
infestation has been eliminated by the use of ““ Gammexane”’
powder, and the services of the County Pests Department.

Improved frequency of collection is required in the parishes
of Alveston, Olveston, Charfield and the surrounding parts ot
Thornbury.

6. Building Licensing.

During the twelve months a considerable amount of the
inspectorate and office staff's time was devoted to administration
of Civil Building Licences.

711 Applications were received and investigated ; 653 Licences
were issued, to a total value of £45,259 14s. 9d. Only one licence
for a new house was included in this figure.

The work meant a lessening of activities in Sanitary Administra-
tion generally.

7. Public Conveniences.

The Council has provided four public conveniences. As the
result of an official report the Council appointed new caretakers
at three of them, and they are now all well maintained. Certain
lavatories have been made ** free’’ to the public, and I am of the

opinion that this should be at least extended to the washing
facilities.
























