[Report 1963] / Medical Officer of Health, Thornaby-on-Tees Borough.

Contributors

Thornaby-on-Tees (England). Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
1963

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/f28635pp

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode













BOROUGH OF THORNABY-ON-TEES

Mayor :
COUNCILLOR J. KIDD

Deputy Mayor :
COUNCILLOR J. HUDSON

Aldermen :
*E. E. Brennan. A. Nicholson.
J. Burton. T. Padgett.
*]. Corfield. *¥Mrs. S. J. Smith.
Councillors :
C. Allen. A. Huggins.
C. Anderton. T. Hutton.
J. P. Booth. A. N. Lackenby.
J. Curry. Mrs. M. P. O'Brien.
J. Frosdick. J. M. Scott.
V. Greenan. P. F. V. Thornton.
*Mrs. V. M. Harris. J. White.
Mrs. E. M. Huck. W. 8. Wood.
Chairmen :
Health Committee ... ... Ald. E. E. Brennan, J.P.
Local Health Sub-Committee
for Thornaby Area ... ... Ald. E. E. Brennan, J.P.

*Members of the Local Health Committee for the Thornaby
Area.

The Health Committee consists of the whole of the members
of the Council.

Town Clerk ... ... A. Stockwell.
Borough Treasurer ... ... H. M. Draycott, F1IM.T.A.
Borough Engineer ... ... J.L. Watson, M.I.LMun.E.,

M.R.S.H.
Public Health Staff :

Medical Officer of Health
A, ELSWORTH, M.B,, BS., D.P.H.

Chief Public Health Inspector
H. C. SLATER, M.R.SH.. M AA.PH.L

Additional Public Health Inspectors
R. W. DOBSON, M. AP.HIL
R. HESLOP, M.APH.I

Clerk [Pupil Public Health Inspector
K. T. BARKER

3



To the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee.
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present this, my first Annual Report on
the Health and Sanitary Circumstances of the Borough of Thornaby -
on-Tees for the year ended 31st December, 1963.

The year saw the departure of my predecessor, Dr. McGovern,
an interim period when you had no Medical Officer of Health and
my taking up my duties on October 1st.

The Infant Mortality rate showed an increase over last year's
figure which was the second lowest in the history of the Borough.
However, the rate is calculated from twelve deaths and a change
of only one or two deaths makes a very great difference in the
figure obtained for the Infant Mortality rate. Reference to the
Comparative Table of Vital Statistics in the body of the report
will show that there have been very wide fluctuations in the Infant
Mortality rate from year to year.

A very striking example of the wide fluctuation in morbidity
rates when based on a comparatively small population such as
that of Thornaby is the fact that the Maternal Mortality rate in
Thornaby last year was 2.11 per 1,000 total births, whereas the
rate for England and Wales was only 0.28. However, this high
rate is calculated from only one maternal death. My use of the
words “only one” should not be understood as an attempt to
minimise what i1s always a disaster, the loss of a mother. This
maternal death, the first one in Thornaby since 1952, was due to
an accidental haemorrhage from the womb of a woman who was
six months pregnant.

The death rate showed a marked fall from last year’s figure
which was considerably in excess of the national figure. Twelve
deaths (11 men and 1 woman were caused by cancer of the lung.
This shows a fall from the 1962 figure of 15. However, the figures
for deaths from lung cancer are increasing every year in the country
as a whole and the annual death toll from this cause is now over
27000, Seven of the twelve who died in Thornaby ranged
in age between 35 and 65. I have no information as to the cigarette
smoking habits of these seven, but it is likely that their deaths
long before the age when one reasonably expects to die were
directly caused by smoking cigarettes.

The birth rate showed a slight fall. This is in contrast to the
rate for England and Wales which has increased every year since
1955,

Eleven new cases of tuberculosis were notified. There were 10
in 1962. This disease is much less common than it was, but the
final reservoir of cases is proving very difficult to eradicate.
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CAUSES OF DEATH DURING THE YEAR 1963

CAUSES OF DEATH

Males

Females

All Causes

118

103

{'uberculosis, respiratory
Tuberculosis, other
Syphilitic disease
Diphtheria ...
Whooping Cough
Meningococcal infections
Acute Poliomyelitis
Measles =
Other infective and parasjtm diseases
Malignant neoplasm, stomach
i3 i lung, bronchus
i i breast
’ uterus

Other malignant & lymphatic nenplasms

Leukaemia, aleukaemia

Diabetes vy L
Vascular lesions of nervnus S}'stem
Coronary disease, angina ...
Hypertension with heart disease
Other heart disecase ...

Other circulatory disease

Influenza

Pneumonia

Bronchitis %

Other diseases of resplratur_v system
Ulcer of stomach and duodenum
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea
Nephritis and nephrosis

Hyperplasia of prostate
Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion -
Congenital malformations .

Other defined and ill-defined diseases
Motor vehicle accidents

All other accidents

Suicide

Homicide and nperat:nns of war
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
IN THE BOROUGH.

1. PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS OF THE LOCAL
AUTHORITY.

At the beginning of the Report a list is given showing the
Officers connected with the Health Services in the Borough.

2. SERVICES PROVIDED IN THE AREA.

Laboratory Facilities. During the year the Borough Council
continued the arrangements offered by the Public Health
Laboratory, General Hospital, Middlesbrough, in respect of the
diagnosis of pathological specimens.,

3. NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE ACT, 1946.

With certain exceptions the Thornaby Area Health Sub-
Committee exercises the functions of the Local Health Authority
in supervising the services provided for under this Act. The
Committee meets once in two months in Thornaby and is comprised
of members of the County Council, the Borough of Thornaby-on-
Tees and the Rural District of Stokesley. Among the services for
which they are responsible to the County Council are the following :

Domestic Helps.

Prevention of illness; care and after care,
The Ambulance Service.

Vaccination and Immunisation.

Home Nursing.

Health Visiting.

Midwifery.

Care of mothers and young children.
Chiropody.

In this connection, a very comprehensive programme of clinical
work is carried out in the Health Centre, Thornaby :—

(a) District Nurses and Midwives operating in the Borough.

Nurse Boag District Nurse and Midwife. Tel. 67226
. o et e % i % 65769
. Greenan . S p 65029
. Griffin - = - o 68610
. Hildon o . " " 68628
.  Wilson o & % o 67988
. Blamire District Nurse 67293
. Mulholland ., . 64590
. Magson % = —_

Mason 5 e 68803
[llingworth - - 63393
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(b) Infant Welfare Clinics :
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 2 p.m.

(c) Ante-Natal Clinics :
Fridays at 2 p.m.

(d) Post-Natal Clinics :
Every Friday at 2 p.m.

(e) Sunlight Clinics :
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9 a.m.

(f) Family Planning Clinic :
Wednesdays (except August) at 2 p.m.

(g) A Minor Ailments session for schoolchildren is held on
Tuesdays and Fridays at 9 a.m.

(h) The Services of Orthopaedic, Ophthalmic, Dental and
Aural Consultants are available (by appointment).

4. NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT. 1948,

Section 47. No cases dealt with during the year under the
provisions of this section.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

Water.

There is an adequate piped supply to all households obtained
from the Tees Valley Water Board. Co-ordination is established
with the Board, whose chemists take samples regularly for chemical
and bacteriological examination. All samples have been highly
satisfactory and no complaints have been received during this year.

Drainage and Sewerage.

With the exception of the Vale Cottages, situated on the
Borough boundary and well outside the populated area, the town
has a complete water carriage system. The whole of the sewerage
is discharged in a crude state into the River Tees.

Public Cleansing.

The work is under the immediate control of the Public Health
Inspector and is carried out by direct labour. All refuse collected
is disposed of by “Controlled Tipping” on the one site at the
Erimus.

Camping Sites.

There are no camping sites in the Borough.
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The following is a list of foodstuffs condemned as unfit for
human consumption :—

Cwts. Qrs. Lbs. Oszs.

Meat 3 14 0
Meat Products ... 1 2 7
Canned Meat Ladre -4 1 7 14
Shellfish ... e 2 22 0
Canned Fruit 16 11
Canned Vegetables 27 7
Canned Milk 4 8
Milk Products ... 2 0
Preserves and Sauces ... 3 11
Miscellaneous ... ) 4 e 1 7 0

TOTALS (— 4 3 23 10

SHOPS ACT, 1950

Six hundred and twelve inspections were made under the above
Act, and twenty six informal notices served were complied with
by the end of the year.

DISINFESTATION

Sixty four premises were treated with insecticide for the
eradication of common insect pests, with satisfactory results. In-
spections were made to check re-infestation, and tenants advised
on precautions to be taken.

The houses of all prospective tenants for Council houses are
inspected and the house and furniture must be certified as clear
from vermin before removal takes place.

RODENT CONTROL.

One trained Rodent Operative is employed part time on this
work. Regular surveys were made and all complaints given prompt
attention. -

All sewers in the district received two treatments in accordance
with the methods approved by the responsible Ministry, and routine
inspections and treatments were made at other Council properties.

The following table shows the number of inspections and
treatments carried out during the year :—

Type of No. No.
Property Inspected Treated
Rats Mice
Local Authority 6 2 1
Dwelling Houses 919 79 68
Business Premises 168 11 19
1093 92 88

e —
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