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To the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee.

Mr, Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present the Annual Report on the Health
and Sanitary Circumstances of the Borough of Thornaby-on-Tees
for the year ended 31st December, 1962.

The Annual Report for 1962 shows a continuation of the
downward trend in Infantile Mortality rates, this year’s %ure being
the second lowest figure in the history of the Borough.
aby-on-Tees infantile mortality rate is almost equal to the National
Rate, which is the lowest ever. The crude death rate is 11.89, raised
considerably after multiplication by a high factor. The fifteen deaths
from lung cancer equalled the 1961 figure, but in 1962 all fifteen
were males as against 13 in the previous year. The few notifiable
diseases recorded included one case of poliomyelitis, an unvaccin-
ated man of over 40 and not included in the local authority vaccina-
tion scheme. It is pleasing to note that this man has made a good
recovery. There was a drop in tuberculosis notifications, but this
disease is still too prevalent.

The County Council Services continue to function well and
there was an increase in demand for the home help service and
for chiropody services.

The Chief Public Health Inspector has provided details in
respect of the Sanitary Circumstances of the Borough. Progress in
the clearance of the unfit houses was accelerated by representations
of further areas to the Council during the year. The first smokeless
zone came into being early in the year, and it is pleasant to record
the co-operation of the citizens affected. A smoke free town in
the foreseeable future is the aim of the Council.

This introduction to my last Annual Report would not be
complete without an expression of thanks to the Council for their
wholehearted co-operation and courtesy to me at all times. I should
like to express my thanks to the Officers of the Council for their
assistance and to Mr. Slater and members of the Public Health

Staff for their loyal co-operation.

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
J. McGOVERN.



























GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
IN THE BOROUGH.

. PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS OF THE LOCAL
AUTHORITY.

At the beginning of the Report a list is given showing the
Officers connected with the Health Services in the Borough.

2. SERVICES PROVIDED IN THE AREA.

Laboratory Facilities. During the year the Borough Council
continued the arrangements oflered by the Public Health
Laboratory, General Hospital, Middlesbrough, in respect of the
diagnosis of pathological specimens.

3. NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE ACT, 1946.

With certain exceptions the Thornaby Area Health Sub-
Committee exercises the functions of the Local Health Authority
In supervising the services provided for under this Act. The
Committee meets once a month in Thornaby and is comprised of
members of the County Council, the Borough of Thornaby-on-Tees
and the Rural District of Stokesley. Among the services for which
they are responsible to the County Council are the following :—

Domestic Helps.

Prevention of illness; care and after care.
The Ambulance Service.

Vaccination and Immunisation.

Home Nursing,

Health Visiting.

Midwifery.

Care of mothers and young children.

In this connection, a very comprehensive programme of clinical
work is carried out in the Health Centre, Thornaby :—

(a) District Nurses and Midwives operating in the Borough.

Nurse Boag District Nurse and Midwife. Tel. 67226
- Chnt ~ 2 - - 65769
» Qreenan “ i i £ 65029
»  Griffin 2 s it 68610
» . Hildon ,. oo x 68628
»  Wilson - v e & 67988
. DBlamire District Nurse 67293
»»  Mulholland i = 64590
»  Magson = i -
» Mason 2, , 68803
»  Illingworth i & 63393
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Municipal Swimming Baths,

The whole capacity of the Bath, amounting to 124,000 gallons,
can be turned over, refiltered, sterilised, chlorinated and reoxidised
in three and a' half hours. The break-point system of Chlorination
(or super-chlorination) is used, and all samples of bath water taken
during the year for chemical and bacteriological examination were
highly satisfactory.

Closet Accommodation.
With few exceptions the town has a complete water carriage

system,

Schools.
The sanitary conditions of the Schools were satisfactory.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1955

For the report, as follows, on the sampling work done under
the Act I am indebted to the Inspector of Weights and Measures.

I have to report that during the year ending 31st December,
1962 a total of 19 articles of food were taken under the above Act
and that with one exception these were reported to be genuine.

One sample of milk supplied to a Thornaby householder was
found to contain broken glass. The dairy firm who came from out-
side the Borough were fined £10 and ordered to pay £5-5-0 costs
for selling milk not of the substance demanded.

A list of samples taken is appended :—

Butter 1 Milk T
Soflee - ... ... 1 Orange Squash 3
Ginger Cordial ... 1 Parsley ... 1
Lemon Barley Water 1 Shredded Beef Sue 1
Malt Vinegar 2 Tea 1

TOTAL 19
Food Poisoning Outbreaks.

There were two isolated cases of food poisoning during the
year.
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Samitary Conveniences.

Number of privies, moveable receptacles ... 2
Number of fresh water closets san, 2062
Number of ashbins .. ... 71898
Offensive Trades.

There are no offensive trades carried on within the Borough.

Common Lodging Houses.

There are no Common Lodging Houses in the Borough,

Slaughterhouses.
Number licensed 1

DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACT, 1950

Routine inspections were carried out for the purpose of

enforcement of the provisions of the Act, and Orders made there-
under.

The Area remained free from notifiable diseases.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

(a) Milk Supply.

By virtue of The Milk (Special Designations) (Specified Areas)
Order, 1954, the use of a Special Designation — ““Pasteurised”.
“Sterilised” or “Tuberculin Tested” — has been obligatory for the

purpose of all sales of mik by retail in the Borough since ist April,
1954,

The Milk (Special Designation) Regulations, 1949-1953, under
which Dealers Licences were granted by the Council, were revoked
by The Milk (Special Designation) Regulations, 1960. From Ist
January, 1961, under the 1960 Regulations, The Food and Drugs
Authority became responsible for the granting of Dealers licences.

(b) Ice-Cream,

Food and Drugs Act, 1955, Section 16, and the Ice-Cream
(Heat Treatment, etc.) Regulations, 1947 to 1959
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REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL,

Three, seven cubic yard, Karrier Refuse collection vehicles
and a staff of sixteen men are engaged full time on the collection
and disposal of house refuse.

Refuse is collected from approximately 7,000 premises, and
a regular weekly collection service from all premises was main-
tained throughout the year.

All refuse is disposed of by controlled tipping on low lying
land near the old river Tees, and adjoining the Middlesbrough
boundary.

The cost of the service was £12,955.

SMOKE ABATEMENT.

Forty eight smoke observations were made during the year,
and two informal notices served regarding excessive smoke
emission.

The Thornaby-on-Tees Smoke Control Order (No. 1), 1961,
came into operation on Ist April, 1962. The Order applies to an
area in the southern part of the Borough of 882 acres containing,
at the moment, about 500 premises.

Byelaws made under section 24 of the Clean Air Act, 1956 are
in force within the Borough.

The Local Authority is a member of the Tees-side Clean
Air Committee, and in common with other members of the
Committee carries out tests to assess the extent of atmospheric
pollution. A deposit gauge and a lead peroxide instrument are
sited in central positions in the town from which monthly tests are
made by the Public Analyst.

The average monthly deposit of total solids for 1961, as

measured by the deposit gauge, was approximately 14 tons per
square mile.

PETROLEUM (REGULATIONS) ACTS, 1928 to 1936.

Licences were granted to twenty six firms for the keeping of
Petroleum Spirit, each licence being for twelve months.

All the petroleum spirit is kept in separate stores, specially
constructed of fire-proof materials throughout, and the Regulations
otherwise complied with.
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