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To the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee.
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present the Annual Report on the Health
and Sanitary Circumstances of the Borough of Thornaby-on-Tees
for the year ended 31st December, 1960.

The presentation of this report has given me much pleasure.
There is a drop in the infantile mortality rate, the death rate and
notifications and deaths from tuberculosis. Poliomyelitis and
diphtheria are again absent and there is again a nil return for
maternal mortality.

The infantile mortality rate is the lowest ever recorded in the
Borough and for the first time is appreciably lower than the
national average. In 1958 the infantile mortality was the lowest
recorded until then, but was still above the national average, but
1959 showed a relapse and the rate was high. The trend, however,
over the past twenty-five years has been downwards, and the rate
for 1960 gives us great hope for the future. The local practitioner,
hospital and nursing professions deserve credit for their contribu-
tion to this continued saving of child life.

The number of notifications of tuberculosis was 7 in 1960 as
against 14 in 1959, and one death was recorded from this com-
plaint as against 3 in 1959.

This improvement in all these figures cannot be maintained
unless we continue, as a council, to improve the enviromental
conditions of the population. This means continuation with our
clearance of unfit houses, in which branch; of housing considerable
inroads have already been made, must be maintained. Of the total
number of 265 houses included in proposals approved by the
Ministry in January, 1956, to be cleared within seven years, 200
have already been dealt with, and the department has the informa-
tion necessary to enable further clearance areas to be proceeded
with whenever building land becomes available.

It is a pleasure to note that the Council are proceeding with
plans to provide further housing for the older members of the
community in the form of flats and bungalows.
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Municipal Swimming Baths.

The whole capacity of the Bath, amounting to 124,000 gallons,
can be turned over, refiltered, sterilised, chlorinated and reoxidised
in three and' a half hours. The break-point system of Chlorination
(or super-chlorination) is used, and all samples of bath water taken
during the year for chemical and bacteriological examination were
highly satisfactory.

Closet Accommodation.

With few exceptions the town has a complete water carriage
system.

Schools.
The sanitary conditions of the Schools were satisfactory.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1955

For the report, as follows, on the sampling work done under
the Act I am indebted to the Inspector of Weights and Measures.

I have to report that during the year ending 31st December,
1960, a total of 60 samples of foodstuffs were taken under the
above Act in the Borough of Thornaby-on-Tees. With the ex-
ception of one sample of fishcakes, these were reported to be
genuine.

The sample of fishcakes was taken early in the year from a
Thornaby retailer who was also the manufacturer of them. This
was found to be slightly deficient in fish content. Investigation
suggested that this was not so much due to the fact that the maker
was not putting in sufficient fish, but that the mixture was not
being adequately mixed. The full facts of the case were submitted
to my Chief Inspector who formally cautioned the vendor. A
sample taken some time after the warning was certified to be
genuine and further samples will be taken from the same vendor
in future to make sure that the warning has been heeded.

A detailed list of samples taken is appended :—

Bicarbonate of Soda 3 Lard ¥ 2
Butter e 3 Malt Vmegar 3
Cocoa 1 Margarine 1
Coffee a.nd Chlcnry Ess... 2 Milk 24
Dripping ... : e A Milk to School 1
Dried Sage 1 Orange Squash 3
Fishcakes ... 3 e o BEPPEL ..o 2
Ginger Cordial 1 Stilton Cheese 1
Ground Ginger ... 1 Tea : 1
Ground Nutmeg ... 1 Wensleydale Cheese 1

TOTAL ... 60
Food Poisoning Outbreaks. -—

There were no outbreaks of food poisoning during the year.
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