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To the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present the Annual Report on the Health
and Sanitary Circumstances of the Borough of Thornaby-on-Tees
for the year ended 31st December, 1959.

The report presents disappointing features. You may recall
that 1958 provided the Council with the Borough's lowest ever
infantile mortality figures, unfortunately the downward trend in
1959 was not maintained and the rate rose again.

The death rate remained much as last year. Measles once
again accounted for more than four fifths of the total number of
notifiable diseases. Poliomyelitis was absent from the list of
notifiable diseases — a tribute, 1 hope, to the efficacy of the pre-
ventative injections. There were again, as last year, three deaths
attributed to tuberculosis.

Clearance areas involving 74 houses were confirmed during
1959. The lack of available building land 1s the only factor pre-
venting the Council from clearing up all the slum property in the
Borough. The Health Department has the information to proceed
rapidly with recommendations when the position of availability of
land becomes clarified.

The Chief Public Health Inspector has provided the details
regarding the Sanitary Circumstances of the Borough. The Council
is kept up to date by means of the full monthly reports provided
by Mr. Slater.

This introduction to the Annual Report would not be complete
without an expression of thanks from myself and the Chief Public
Health Inspector to the Council for their wholehearted co-operation
and help at all times. I should like to express my thanks to the
Officers of the Council for their assistance and to the members of
the Public Health Staff for their loyal co-operation.

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

J. McGOVERN.



STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.

Area (Acres) ... 1,993
Population ... ; s ISR
Number of mhablted huuse.s (end uf 1959) 6,765
Rateable Value ... £209,584
Sum represented by a penny rate . £745

The Town is situated on the southerly bank of the River Tees
which forms the northern boundary of the Borough and separates
it from the Borough of Stockton-on-Tees. On the easterly side
it is contiguous with the County Borough of Middlesbrough, and
on the southerly and westerly sides with the Rural District of
Stokesley.

The surface of the ground is mainly flat, the sub-soil clay,
and the industries carried on in the town are mainly connected
with the iron and steel trades.

Many of the population work in the neighbouring areas of
Middlesbrough, Stockton and Billingham.

Extracts from Vital Statistics for the Year 1959,
Total Male Female

Live Births—Legitimate 448 232 216
Illegitimate o 22 16 6
Total e 470 248 222
Birth Rates.
Legitimate 17.69 per 1,000 estimated resident population.
Illegitimate .86 -+ o
Total 18.55 x v
Still Births—Legitimate 12 6 6
Illegitimate g 3 2 1
Total 15 5 7

Still Birth Rate—30.93 per 1,000 live and still births.

Total Male Female
Deaths 242 141 101

Death Rate—14.34 per 1,000 estimated resident population.
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DIPHTHERIA PREVENTION.

Diphtheria anti-toxin is supplied free to any Maedical
Practitioner in the Town who applies for it. Swabs from suspected
cases are examined at the Public Health Laboratory, General
Hospital, Middlesbrough.

There were no cases of diphtheria during the year.
In the course of medical inspections at schools and at the
Welfare Centres parents are encouraged to have their children

protected against Diphtheria either at the Clinic on Monday or
Thursday or by a private medical practitioner by arrangement.

IMMUNISATION AND VACCINATION

Diphtheria Immunisations ... S - i i P53
Poliomyelitis Vaccinations ... 4. 3538
TUBERCULOSIS.

The following table shows the new cases and deaths for the
Borough of Thornaby-on-Tees during 1959:—

NEW CASES TOTAL DEATHS
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
IN THE BOROUGH.

1. PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS OF THE LOCAL
AUTHORITY.

At the beginning of the Report a list is given showing the
Officers connected with the Health Services in the Borough.

2. SERVICES PROVIDED IN THE AREA.

Laboratory Facilities. During the year the Borough Council
continued the arrangements offered by the Public Health Lab-
oratory, General Hospital, Middlesbrough, in respect of the diag-
nosis of pathological specimens.

3. NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE ACT, 1946.

With certain exceptions the Thornaby Area Health Sub-
Committee exercises the functions of the Local Health Authority
in supervising the services provided for under this Act. The
Committee meets once a month in Thornaby and is comprised of
members of the County Council, the Borough of Thornaby-on-Tees
and the Rural District of Stokesley. Among the services for which
they are responsible to the County Council are the following : —

Domestic Helps.

Prevention of illness ; care and after care.
The Ambulance Service.

Vaccination and Immunisation.

Home Nursing.

Health Visiting.

Midwifery.

Care of mothers and young children.

In this connection, a very comprehensive programme of clinical
work is carried out in the Health Centre, Thornaby : —

(a) District Nurses and Midwives operating in the Borough.

Nurse Boag District Nurse and Midwife. Tel. 67226
. Croft b i o 65769
.. Greenan 5 = = i —
. Griffin » o A o 68610

Hildon = E e 55 68628
Hibbs 3 s = 64641
Wilson . = ¥ : 67988
Blamires  District Nurse 67293
Mulholland i - 64590
Magson . " =
Mason " .. 68803
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(b) Infant Welfare Clinics.
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 2 p.m.

(c) Ante-Natal Clinics.
Fridays at 2 p.m.

(d) Post-Natal Clinics.
Every Friday at 2 p.m.

(e) Sunlight Clinics.
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9 a.m.

(f) Family Planning Clinic.
Wednesdays (except August) at 2 p.m.

(g) A Minor Ailments session for schoolchildren is held on
Tuesdays and Fridays at 9 a.m.

(h) The services of Orthopaedic, Ophthalmic, Dental and
Aural Consultants are available (by appointment).

4. NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948.

Section 47. No cases dealt with during the year under the
provisions of this section.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA,

Water,

There is an adequate piped supply to all households obtained
from the Tees Valley Water Board. Co-ordination is established
with the Board, whose chemists take samples regularly for chemical
and bacteriological examination. All samples have been highly
satisfactory and no complaints have been received during this year.

Drainage and Sewerage.

With the exception of the Vale Cottages, situated on the
Borough boundary and well outside the populated area, the town
has a complete water carriage system. The whole of the sewerage
is discharged in a crude state into the River Tees.

Public Cleansing.

The work is under the immediate control of the Public Health
Inspector and is carried out by direct labour. All refuse collected
1s disposed of by “ Controlled Tipping’’ on the one site at the
Erimus.

Camping Sites.
There are no camping sites in the Borough.
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Municipal Swimming Baths.

The whole capacity of the Bath, amounting to 124,000 gallons,
can be turned over, refiltered, sterilised, chlorinated and reoxidised
in three and a half hours. The break-point system of Chlorination
(or super-chlorination) is used, and all samples of bath water taken
during the year for chemical and bacteriological examination were
highly satisfactory.

Closet Accommodation.

With few exceptions the town has a complete water carriage
system.

Schools.

The sﬁnitary conditions of the Schools were satisfactory.
FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1955

For the report, as follows, on the sampling work done under
the Act I am indebted to the Inspector of Weights and Measures.

I have to report that during the year ended 31st December,
1959 a total of 55 samples of foodstuffs were taken under the above
Act in the Borough of Thornaby-on-Tees. All of these samples
have been certified to be genuine.

A detailed list of samples taken is appended:—

Baking Powder ... 1 Margarine 2
Bicarbonate of Soda | Mixed Spices 1
Butter L) 1 Mincemeat 1
Cocoa | Milk ¥ 21
Coffee 1 Milk to Schml 1
Cinnamon 1 Olive Qil 1
Curry Powder ... 1 Orange Crush 1
Ground Nutmeg .. 1 Orange Squash 3
Lard 2 Sage 1
Lemon Cheese 1 Shredded Bﬁef Sucl 1
Lemon Curd 3 Stilton Cheese 1
Lemon Essence 1 Tea 2
Lemon Juice ] -
Lime Juice | Total 55

9 £

Malt Vinegar
Food Poisoning Outbreaks.

Of the 15 cases of Food Poisoning dealt with dunng the year,
14 were associated with a wider outbreak originating in an adjoin-
ing town.
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REPORT OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR
FOR THE YEAR 1959

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA
Description of Work carried out.

Number of Inspections made A L 7.
Number of Re-Inspections made ... ... 2784
Number of Informal Notices served... o Sl L
Number of Statutory Notices served... 60
RESULT OF SERVICE OF NOTICES
Drainage.
Single private drains reconstructed or repaired ... 32
Waste pipes or sinks trapped or renewed ... 3
Water Closets,
Provided with sufficient supply of water ... 30
Cisterns I'Epalrﬁd or renewed ... 12
Basins renewed .. 8
Houses.
Roofs repaired . : 28
Eaves gutters repalred or renewed ... 36
Fall pipes repaired or renewed 21
Yard pavements repaired or relaid ... 2
Floors repaired or relaid 18
Defective Walls 19
Defective ceilings 12
Defective plasterwork ... 24
Defective fireplaces ... 1
Dilapidated set pots ... 2
Handrails fixed or repaired ... 2
fective sash cords and windows ... 28
Defective chimneys ... 8
Defective yard doors ... 16
Dilapidated coal doors 6
Dilapidated doors (front and mtemal} 22
Dilapidated dustbins ... . SRR 1<
Dilapidated closet doors T
Dilapidated closet seats 5
Dilapldated closet roofs 14
Defective joints between ﬂushplpc and W.C. basin... 2
New windows provided to food stores .
Defective flues ... 4
Miscellaneous minor defects ... 10
Sinks provided or renewed ... 4
Houses provided with damp course ... 1
Water supply pipes repaired or renewed ... 12
Taps repaired or renewed ; 3
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The following table shows the number of inspections-and
treatments carried out during the year : —

Type of No. No.
Property Inspected Treated
Rats Mice
Local Authority 10 2 1
Dwelling Houses 1355 109 76
Business Premises 270 14 10

1635 125 87

REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL.

Three, seven cubic yard, Karrier Refuse collection vehicles
and a staff of sixteen men are engaged full time on the collection
and disposal of house refuse.

Refuse is collected from approximately 7,000 premises, and
a regular weekly collection service from all premises was main-
tained throughout the year.

All refuse is disposed of by controlled tipping on low lying
land near the old river Tees, and adjoining the Middlesbrough
boundary.

The cost of the service was £10,910.

SMOKE ABATEMENT.

Forty-eight smoke observations were made during the year,
and six informal notices served regarding excessive smoke emission.

All industrial plants in the Borough are now capable, so far
as is practicable, of being operated continuously without producing
smoke.

Byelaws made under section 24 of the Clean Air Act, 1956 are
in force within the Borough.

The Local Authority is a member of the Tees-side Smoke
Abatement Committee, and in common with other members of the
Committee carries out tests to assess the extent of atmospheric
pollution. A deposit gauge and a lead peroxide instrument are
sited in central positions in the town from which monthly tests are
made by the Public Analyst.

The average monthly deposit of total solids for 1959, as meas-
ured by the deposit gauge, was approximately 14 tons per square
mile.

PETROLEUM (REGULATIONS) ACTS, 1928 to 1936.

Licences were granted to thirty firms for the keeping of Petrol-
eum Spirit, each licence being for twelve months.

All the petroleum spirit is kept in separate stores, spmaliy
constructed of fire-proof materials throughout, and the Regulations
otherwise complied with.
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