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To the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Genﬂemen',

I have the honour to present the Annual Report on the Health
and Sanitary Circumstances of the Borough of Thornaby-on-Tees
for the year ended 31st December, 1958.

The year 1958 proved a satisfactory year, with progress in the
Health Services of the Borough both personal and enviromental.
The Authority responsible for the personal services is the County
Council, regular reports of the progress in this field being made to
the Area Health Committee which contains members of the
Thornaby Town Council. The town councillors who are represented
on the Area Health Committee are able to make valuable recom-
mendations with particular reference to the local circumstances.

I mentioned in my report for 1957 that the infant mortality
rate was the second lowest in our history and I expressed a hope
that we should not feel complacent, but strive for further improve-
ment, I find it a pleasure to report that the Infant Mortality Rate
for 1958 is the lowest ever recorded in the Borough. The gap
between the rate for England and Wales as a whole and our local
rate has been almost closed.

The birth rate and death rate are both above the National
figures. The causes of death are similar to the causes for the country
as a whole.

Apart from measles, which accounted for more than two
thirds of the notifications for notifiable disease, there were very
low figures. Two cases of poliomyelitis were reported, both mild
and neither had been immunised. Eight cases of pulmonary tuber-
culosis were reported, and three deaths occurred from this cause,
but it should be noted that the three deaths were in the 65 and
upwards age group.

The poliomyelitis vaccination programme continued at a steady
rate, all supplies of vaccine being used as it arrived.

The Council’s policy of slum clearance gained momentum
during the year and instead of individual demolitions, clearance
areas and clearance orders were passed.

The section of the report dealing with the Sanitary Circum-
stances of the Borough has been supplied by the Chief Public
Health Inspector, Mr. Slater. He has detailed the various aspects of
the work of the department.


















DIPHTHERIA PREVENTION,

Diphtheria anti-toxin is supplied free to any Medical
Practitioner in the Town who applies for it. Swabs from suspected
cases are examined at the Public Health Laboratory, General
Hospital, Middlesbrough.

There were no cases of diphtheria during the year.

As regards diphtheria prevention, over 90% of Thornaby
school children have been immunised against the disease since the
inception of the Anti-Diphtheria Campaign in 1940.

In the course of medical inspections at schools and at the
Welfare Centres parents are encouraged to have their children
protected against Diphtheria either at the Clinic on Monday or
Thursday or by a private medical practitioner by arrangement.

IMMUNISATION AND VACCINATION

Diphtheria Immunisations ... o R 30l
Poliomyelitis Vaccinations ... ... 2883
TUBERCULOSIS.

The following table shows the new cases and deaths for the
Borough of Thornaby-on-Tees during 1958 :—
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
IN THE BOROUGH.

1. PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS OF THE LOCAL
AUTHORITY.

At the beginning of the Report a list is given showing the
Officers connected with the Health Services in the Borough.

2. SERVICES PROVIDED IN THE AREA.

Laboratory Facilities. During the year the Borough Council
continued the arrangements offered by the Public Health Lab-
oratory, General Hospital, Middlesbrough, in respect of the diag-
nosis of pathological specimens.

3. NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE ACT, 1946.

With certain exceptions the Thornaby Area Health Sub-
Committee exercises the functions of the Local Health Authority
in supervising the services provided for under this Act. The
Committee meets once a month in Thornaby and is comprised of
members of the County Council, the Borough of Thornaby-on-Tees
and the Rural District of Stokesley. Among the services for which
they are responsible to the County Council are the following : —

Domestic Helps.

Prevention of illness ; care and after care.
The Ambulance Service.

Vaccination and Immunisation.

Home Nursing.

Health Visiting.

Midwifery.

Care of mothers and young children.

In this connection, a very comprehensive programme of clinical
work is carried out in the Health Centre, Thornaby : —

(a) District Nurses and Midwives operating in the Borough.

Nurse Boag District Nurse and Midwife. Tel. 67226
.»» Greenan = Sl i —
»  Qriffin - o e 68610
» Hildon = g = 68628
»» Blamires District Nurse 67293
. Ferguson i i 66926
» Mason i ,, 68803
»  White Midwife 66532
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Sanitary Conveniences.

Number of privies, moveable receptacles ... 4
Number of fresh water closets ... 0956
Number of ashbins ... mer T TS0
Offensive Trades.

There are no offensive trades carried on within the Borough.

Common Lodging Houses,
There are no Common Lodging Houses in the Borough.

Slaughterhouses.
Number licensed 1

DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACT, 1950

Routine inspections were carried out for the purpose of
enforcement of the provisions of the Act, and Orders made there-
under.

The Area remained free from notifiable diseases.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

(a) Milk Supply.

By virtue of The Milk (Special Designations) (Specified
Areas) Order, 1954, the use of a Special Designation has been
obligatory for the purpose of all sales of milk by retail in the
Borough since 1st April, 1954,

Particulars of registrations made and licenses issued are
as follows.

The Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949-1954:—

Number of registered distributors
operating from : —

(a) Dairies in the Borough ... o |
(b) Dairy Farms in the Borough sunoy
(c) Shops in the Borough ... s .
(d) Premises outside the Borough ... i 3

The Milk (Special Designation) Regulations, 1949-1954 : —

Number of licenses, including supplementary
licenses, issued in respect of : —

(a) Tuberculin Tested Milk ... o N 1.
(b) Pasteurised Milk ... o 5
(c) Sterilised Milk ... 49

17












The following table shows the number of inspections and
treatments carried out during the year : —

Type of No. No.
Property Inspected Treated
Rats Mice
Local Authority 11 4 1
Dwelling Houses 1524 84 79

Business Premises 330 14 11

P —

1865 102 91

REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL.

Three, seven cubic yard, Karrier refuse collectors are engaged
full time on the collection of refuse, and a Clark tractor/dozer on
disposal.

The personnel of the department is fifteen, comprising a fore-
man, three drivers, ten ashbin men and a tip attendant.

Refuse is collected from approximately 7,000 premises, and
a regular weekly collection service from all premises was main-
tained throughout the year.

All refuse is disposed of by controlled tipping on low lying
land near the old river Tees, and adjoining the Middlesbrough
boundary.

SMOKE ABATEMENT.

Forty smoke observations were made during the year. Nine
informal notices were served regarding excessive smoke emission.

The Local Authority is a member of the Tees-side Smoke
Abatement Committee, and in common with other members of the
Committee is carrying out tests to assess the extent of Atmospheric
Pollution. A deposit gauge and a lead peroxide instrument are
sited in central positions in the town from which monthly tests are
made by the Public Analyst.

The average monthly deposit of total solids for 1958, as
measured by the deposit gauge, was approximately 18 tons per
square mile.

PETROLEUM (REGULATIONS) ACTS, 1928 to 1936.

Licences were granted to thirty firms for the keeping of Petrol-
eum Spirit, each licence being for twelve months.

All the petroleum spirit is kept in separate stores, specially
consiructed of fire-proof materials throughout, and the Regulations
otherwise complied with.
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