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To the Chairman and Members of the Sanitary Committee.
Mr, Chairman, Lady and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present the Annual Report on the Health
and Sanitary Circumstances of the Borough of Thornaby-on-Tees
for the year ended 31st December, 1955.

The year 1955 was, in many respects, a good year when com-
pared with 1954. The death rate was lower than that of the previous
year, the infant mortality rate dropped steeply and the maternal
mortality rate was nil. Although these factors can justly please us,
we should not be fully happy about the situation as regards infant
mortality. Our rate is still higher than for the country as a whole —
the Borough rate being 31.3 per 1,000 related live births as against
249 for England and Wales.

The birth rate at 18.8 per 1,000 of the population is appreciably
higher than for the country as a whole, although less than the rate
for the previous year. The death rate does not differ markedly
from the death rate for England and Wales. The principal causes
of death are similar to causes throughout the country, viz. diseases
of the cardio-vascular system followed by cancer. Although there
were three more deaths from tuberculosis, the notifications of new
cases of pulmonary tuberculosis dropped from thirty-four in 1954
to seventeen in 1955. This is satisfactory when we consider that fac-
ilities for early diagnosis of the disease are readily available locally.

One hundred per cent meat inspection was carried out at the
one slaughterhouse licensed. The new Hygiene Regulations due to
come into force in January 1956 will aid the inspectors in their
work of ensuring satisfactory and clean handling of food.

The number of unfit houses in Thornaby-on-Tees was con-
sidered by the Council. A programme covering the next five years
was agreed upon, and it is estimated that in spite of present site
difficulties that the programme will be completed in the time. The
Council is implementing the recommendations for the improvement
of properties and steady use of the grants by property owners is
being maintained.

This brief introduction to the Annual Report would not be
complete were [ to fail to express my thanks to the Council for
their co-operation and help at all times. 1 wish to thank the Officers
of the Council for their assistance freely given and principally the
E‘mmhers of the Public Health Staff who have always given of their

est.

I am, Lady and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
J. McGOVERN.















DIPHTHERIA PREVENTION,

Diphtheria anti-toxin is supplied free to any Medical
Practitioner in the Town who applies for it. Swabs from suspected

cases are examined at the Public Health Laboratory, General
Hospital, Middlesbrough.

There were no cases of diphtheria during the year.

As regards diphtheria prevention, over 909, of Thornaby
school children have been immunised against the disease since the
inception of the Anti-Diphtheria Campaign in 1940.

In the course of medical inspections at schools and at the
Welfare Centres parents are encouraged to have their children
protected against Diphtheria either at the Clinic on Monday or
Thursday or by a private medical practitioner by arrangement.

TUBERCULOSIS.

The following table shows the new cases and deaths for the
Borough of Thornaby-on-Tees during 1955 : —
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Sanitary Conveniences.

Number of privies, moveable receptacles ... 4
Number of fresh water closets ... G810
Number of ashbins ... Li 7623
Offensive Trades.

There are no offensive trades carried on within the Borough.

Common Lodging Houses.
There are no Common Lodging Houses in the Borough.

Slaughterhouses,
Number licensed 1

DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACT, 1950

Routine inspections were carried out for the purpose of
enforcement of the provisions of the Act, and Orders made there-
under.

The Area remained free from notifiable diseases.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.
(a) Milk Supply.
By virtue of The Milk (Special Designations) (Specified
Areas) Order, 1954, the use of a Special Designation has been
obligatory for the purpose of all sales of milk by retail in the
Borough since 1st April, 1954.

Particulars of registrations made and licenses issued are
as follows.

The Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949 : —

Number of registered distributors
operating from : —

(a) Dairies in the Borough ... iR
(b) Dairy Farms in the Borough ... B |
(c) Shops in the Borough ... ves 09
(d) Premises outside the Borough ... s b

The Milk (Special Designation) Regulations, 1949 : —

Number of licenses, including supplementary
licenses, issued in respect of : —

(a) Tuberculin Tested Milk ... e e
(b) Pasteurised Milk ... o i
(c) Sterilised Milk s

16

































