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To the Chairman and Members of the Sanitary Committee.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my Annual Report on the Health
and Sanitary Circumstances of the Borough of Thornaby-on-Tees
for the year ended 31st December, 1953.

Birth Rate,

The birth rate increased slightly during the year to 20.4 per
thousand population, a figure substantially in advance of that for
England and ‘Wales.

It is regrettable that with this persistently high birth rate, so
many obstacles are preventing the natural expansion of the Borough
to the South.

Of the four hundred and seventy-eight births registered during
the year, one hundred and eighty-five occurred outside the district,
in hospital or maternity home. This figure is substantially lower
than last year and perhaps reflects upon the improving housing
condition for those of child bearing age.

Death Rate.

The death rate increased fractionally and approximates to that
obtained in other industrial centres.

Cardio Vascular Lesions were again the principal cause of
death, followed by malignancy. }

In view of recent publicity, it is interesting to note that the
figures for Cancer of the Lung in Thornaby since 1950, when this
cause was first isolated in the Registrar General’s Return, are as
follows : —

Male Female
1950 3 0
1951 6 0
1952 9 1
1953 10 0

It is difficult to say how these figures can be reconciled as due
primarily to tobacco smoking. I would question if there has been
any great increase in tobacco smoking in the male population of
Thornaby during the past fifteen years. It must be obvious that
among other factors to be considered, are the better facilities for
diagnosis now available, the extensive use of mass miniature radio-
graphy, the increasing amount of atmospheric pollution and haze,
which during the war years was actually encouraged, and the in-
creasing amount of diesel, lubricating oil and petrol fumes which
the general population, especially those working in industry, are
forced to breathe.
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REPORT OF THE SANITARY INSPECTOR
FOR THE YEAR 1953,

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA

Description of Work carried out.

Number of Inspections made

Number of Re-Inspections made
Number of Informal Notices served ...
Number of Statutory Notices served ...

RESULT OF SERVICE OF NOTICES
Drainage.
Single private drains reconstructed or repaired

Waste pipes of sinks trapped or renewed
Grate tops renewed =

Water Closets.

Provided with sufficient supply of water
Cisterns repaired or renewed .
Basins renewed 2

Houses.

Roofs repaired .

Eaves gutters repalred or renewed
Fall pipes repaired or renewed

Yard pavements repaired or relaid
Floors repaired or relaid

Defective Walls 3

Defective Plasterwork ...

Defective ceilings

Defective fireplaces

Dilapidated set pots ...

Handrails fixed or repaired

Defective sash cords and windows
Defective chimneys ...

Defective yard doors ...

Dilapidated coal doors

Dilapidated doors (front and 1ntema])
Dilapidated dustbins ... i
Dilapidated closet doors

Dilapidated closet seats

Defective closet roofs

Defective joints between ﬂushplpe and W.C. basin .
New windows provided to food stores
Defective flues ... .
Miscellaneous minor defects ...

Sinks provided or renewed ...
Houses provided with damp course ...

17

1382
2964
647
255

30
22
10

123
94
31
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17
20
15

61
13
25
11
43
574
15

51

16
10












The following table shows the number of inspections and
treatments carried out during the year : —

Type of No. No.
Property Inspected Treated
_ Rats Mice
Local Authority 8 3 1
Dwelling Houses 2750 54 4]
Business Premises o 1 509 6 4
3267 63 46

REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL.

The service was reorganised on lst July, 1953. Since then,
three seven cubic yard Karrier refuse collectors have been em-
ployed on collection and a Clark tractor/dozer on disposal.

The personnel of the department is fifteen, comprising a fore-
man, three drivers, ten ashbin men and one tip attendant.

Refuse is collected from approximately 6,500 premises, and a
regular weekly collection service has been maintained throughout
the Borough.

SMOKE ABATEMENT.

Twenty-three smoke observations were made during the year.
No legal action was taken but it was found necessary on four
occassions to inspect the boiler plant at factories in an endeavour
to reduce the output of smoke.

The Local Authority is a member of the Tees-side Smoke
Abatement Committee, and in common with the other members of
the committee is carrying out tests to assess the extent of Atmos-
pheric Pollution. A deposit gauge is sited in a central position in
the town from which monthly tests are made by the Public Analyst.

PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951.

Two licences to keep a pet shop were issued during the year.
In both instances the conditions of the licence were well observed.

PETROLEUM (REGULATIONS) ACTS, 1928 to 1936.
Licences were granted to twenty-four firms for the keeping of
Petroleum Spirit, each licence being for twelve months.

- All the petroleum spirit is kept in separate stores, specially
constructed of fire-proof materials throughout, and the Regulations
otherwise complied with.
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