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~cases of measles was large we were not effected to quite the
epidemic proportions of England and Wales.

There were two cases of acute poliomyelitis during the year,
with no deaths.

Tuberculosis.

From 1946 to 1951 the number of notified cases of pulmonary
tuberculosis has increased each year from 13 in 1946 to 31 in
1951. Deaths have fallen from 21 to 6, in the same period. 1
would suggest that these figures do not represent any great actual
increase in pulmonary tuberculosis, but owing to better education
of the public in health matters, the increased use of mass miniature
radiography and other diagnostic measures, more cases are being
notified.  Nevertheless, the rate is high and calls attention to
housing, especially the rehousing of the tuberculous in contact
with young children, also the increased necessity for an adequate
tuberculosis visitor staff for educational purposes.

The decreasing number of deaths is due to the more positive
methods of treatment, especially surgery, chemotherapy and anti-
biotics, but the problem remains far from solved and does not in
any way ease the burden of local authorities in finding suitable
accommodation and employment for these people.

Housing.

The problem of rehousing families living in insanitary and
overcrowded conditions remains acute and with the high birth
rate must of necessity result in many families sharing their bed
rooms with young children. The result is reflected in the infant-
mortality rate. Nevertheless, it is pleasing to note that 85 houses
were built in 1951, 10 of them by private enterprise.

Water supplies, sanitation etc. call for no particular mention
and on the whole, I think we are justified in considering 1951 a
successful year from the public health point of view.

Finally may I express my thanks to the Council. Staff and the
Ladies Voluntary Committee for their continued co-operation and
help throughout the year.

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

J. W. A. RODGERS.



























INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

Since the adoption of the Meat Distribution Scheme by the
Ministry of Food, slaughtering has ceased within the area. All
meat supplied to butchers in the Borough is drawn from the
Distributing Centre at Middlesbrough.

~Alist of foodstuffs condemned as unfit for human consumption
is given in the Sanitary Inspector’s report.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938.

For the report, as follows, on the sampling work done under
the Act I am indebted to the Inspector of Weights and Measures.

[ have to report that during the year ending 31st December,
1951, 37 samples of foodstuffs were taken in the Borough of
Thornaby-on-Tees for analysis under the above Act.

With the exception of one sample of * fishcakes®’, these
samples were all found to be genuine.

The sample of fishcakes was certified to contain 27.5% fish
as against the 339, required under the ** Fish Cakes (Maximum
Prices) Order, 1943 ** as amended by the 1944 Order, No. 1278.
It was discovered that the fishcakes, which were made locally,
had been made on this occasion by an assistant in the absence of
the shopkeeper, and that ignorance of the Order above referred
to had caused this deficiency. No action was taken other than
to caution the vendor of this sample. A further sample has been
taken from this vendor, and this was certified to be genuine.

A detailed list of samples taken is appended : —

Milk ... O | Bicarbonate of Soda ... 1
Milk to schools 2 Bourn-Vita T
Butter 1 Fishcakes 5 2
Cornflour 1 Ground Almonds 1
Cocoa 2 Keiller-Vita 1
Cheese 1 Lemon Curd 1
Honey 2 Marmalade ... |
Vinty 1 Malt Vinegar ... |
Mustard 1 White Pepper ... |
Yoghourt 1 —

Total 37

Food Poisoning Outbreaks.
There have been no outbreaks of Food Poisoning during the
year.
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