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Taunton Urban Sanitary District.

EEPORIT

OF THE

Medical Otticer of Health tor the Year 1¢o3.

Population of District (1goz) ... i 2 E OET
Estimated Population to middle of 1go3 ... 21,367
Area In Statute Acres o 1,303
Birth Rate per 1000 of Population 24'9
Death Rate per 1000 of Population T
Zymotic Death Rate 28
Infant Mortality per 10oo Births e IGETH

To the Mayor, Alderinen and Burgesses of the Borough
of Taunton.

Mr. Mavor AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present my Report of the health of
the Borough of Taunton during the year 1go3.

Notwithstanding its having been one of the dampest and
dreariest years on record, the year 19o3 was, speaking
generally, a healthy year. Its good character was, however,
I regret to say, greatly marred by an outbreak of Measles
and Whooping Cowgh, which not only increased the general,
but also the Zymotic Death-rate and Infant Mortality.
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1. Mortality during 1903.

The total Deaths during 1903 were 380, or at the rate of
177 per 1000 of the Population.

Of these 380 Deaths, 26 which occurred in Public
Institutions were non-residents, and must therefore be
deducted from the whole. On the other hand, g residents
died in Institutions without the Borough, viz., 2 in the
Isolation Hospital and 7 in Cotford Asylum, and these must
be added.

This makes the nett number of Deaths 363, or at the
rate of 17 per 1000.

The average Death-rate of the preceding ten years was
17 per 1000.

LOCALITIES.

The 380 Deaths occurred as follows :—

Taunton Borough 3 317
Taunton and Somerset Hospital ... 40
Union Workhouse ... 2g
Total 380

SEXES.

Of the 380, 187 were Males and 193 Females.

AGeEs AT DEATH.

The Deaths occurred at the following ages :—

Under 1 year 86
I to 5 years 67
g to 15 10
1§ to 25 5 1bH
gze toBE o ab
Over 65 ,, 105

Total - 380
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2. Deaths in Public Institutions.

The Deaths in Public Institutions numbered 63:—40 in

the Taunton and Somerset Hospital, and 23 in the Union
Workhouse.

The relative proportions of residents and non-residents
were as follows :—

1. TAUNTON AND SOMERSET HOSPITAL.

Urban Cases 22
Rural Cases i3 5]
Non-residents from outside the Union 12

40

2. U~nion WoORKHOUSE.

Urban Cases 1

5
Rural Cases 8

3. Causes of Death.
1. ZyMoTIC DISEASES.

Of these Diseases the mortality was exceptionally heavy,
owing to the great number of Deaths from Measles and
Whooping Cough.

Whereas last year there were only 4 Deaths, this year
there were 60 Deaths in the Borough from Zymotic Diseases
—25 from Measles, and 31 from Whooping Cough, 1 from
Enteric Fever, and 3 from Diarrhcea.

There were also 2 Deaths from Scarlet Fever in the
Isolation Hospital, thus making a total of 62.

The Zymotic Death-rate was thus 28, as against 0.4 in
the preceding year.
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2. DEATHS FROM OTHER ID)ISEASES.

The other chief causes of Death were as follows :—

Lung Diseases—Bronchitis 23

Pneumonia ... 11

Phthisis 20
Heart Disease 28
Influenza ... I
Cancer .. 24
Croup I
Enteritis ... 11
Erysipelas 2
Accidents... 8
Premature Births 13

Births during 1903.

The total Births in the Borough during the year were 532,
or at the rate of 24°'g per 1000 of the Population.

The average of the preceding ten years was 27'6 per
1000,

Infantile Mortality.

The Deaths of Infants under one year of age per 1ooo
Births was 161 6.

The average of the preceding ten years was 142°2.

Sickness during 1903.
1. NoTtIFicaTioN OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

I received g1 Notifications of Infectious Disease during
the year.

The Diseases were as follows (—

Scarlet Fever ... 63 cases

Diphtheria o TS

Enteric Fever ... 2

Erysipelas e s
gl

Of these g1 cases, 68 were removed to the Isolation
Hospital.
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The number of Notifications, which indicates the preva-
lence of Infectious Diseases, is below the yearly average of
the preceding ten years. It may be of interest to compare
them; they were as follows :(—

Total average Notifications .. 104'9
- ¥ Scarlet Fever 63°2
e = Diphtheria 17°4
b = Enteric Fever Hird
i o Erysipelas et X6

2. IsoraTion HospIiTAL.

I admitted 87 cases into the Isolation Hospital during
the year, 68 being from the town and 19 from the country.

Of these 68 cases, 61 were cases of Scarlet Fever and 7
of Diphtheria; 56 were from the Borough, 1 from the Taunton
and Somerset Hospital, 8 from the Barracks, and 3 from
St. Saviour’'s Home.

Full details will be found in my Annual Report of the
Hospital, which accompanies this Report.

3.  DisINFECTION.

This has been carried out free of charge in all cases of
Infectious Disease.

Moreover, in all cases where death has resulted from
Phthisis, disinfection has been done.

The total number of articles of Bedding, &c., disinfected
during the year has been 16gg.

The opening of the new Disinfecting Chamber, with a
Defries’ Equifex High Pressure Steam Disinfector, has been
of great service, as disinfection can be carried out with
greater efficacy than under the old system.

4. SICKNESS DURING 1Q03.

As already stated, the chief epidemics during the year
were those of Measles and Whooping Cough. They occurred
during the early part of the year, and the weather was
inclement and the mortality very high



8 Mepicar QFFICER'S REPORT.

— e —— e m —— -

Neither of these Diseases are notifiable, and they spread
unknown to a great extent, and unfortunately but little
attention is paid to their deadly character, whereas a panic at
once arises if a disease with the affix ‘‘ Fever” 1s attached
to it.

The Deaths were caused chiefly by the Lung complica-
tions which arise in the course of the disease.

One fact deserving of notice is that nearly all these
infants’ lives are insured.

I am convinced from observation that this Infantile
Insurance is to be deprecated, and should be put a stop to.
It is an unpleasant subject, and one which one would rather
not say much about.

Scarlet Fever has occurred during the year, as it always
does, and some alarmist rumours were spread, which did no
good; on the contrary, tended only to damage the good
reputation of the town.

At the request of your Sanitary and Drainage Committee
I presented a full Report to them on the subject in the month
of May. In it I was able to show that the disease had been
very rife throughout England, especially in South Wales and
the West of England. As many of the cases were of a very
mild type and taken no notice of, and daily railway excursions
are the order of the day, one cannot wonder at the prevalence
of the disease.

But the number notified did not exceed that of the
previous ten years, the annual average of which was 63.2;
whereas in 1903, 63 cases were notified.

Had it not been for the expenses entailed by removals to
the Isolation Hospital, so much would not have been heard
about it.

A few cases of Diphtheria occurred, and 2 of Enteric
Fever, but these were much below the average of preceding
years.

In looking back over a period of thirty years, one is
astonished at the comparative immunity from infectious
diseases, and this notwithstanding the steady increase of the
population. To the Isolation Hospital and the improved
sanitary condition of dwellings this is no doubt due.
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5. SANITARY CONDITION OF DWELLINGS.

The condition of the Dwellings of the Working Classes
is generally improving. This is due greatly to the muchly
improved new streets which are so rapidly arising.

The constant inspection, too, which is carried out tends
in the same direction. Your Inspector of Nuisances inspected
1154 Houscs, &c., during the year. 371 House Drains were
tested, and 239 Houses cleansed, repaired and limewashed.

The Drainage i1s not so satisfactory in many cases as it
should be, for 435 House Drains required repdiring and
L]EdtlSll]g, and 230 Water Closets required repair. More
attention 1s required in many cases in the laving of new
Drains.

. NUISANCES.

The new Horsfall Destructor was completed during the
year, and is now in working order. It is a great boon to the
town, and prevents the nuisance and other evils due to large
accumulations of town refuse, to which [ have alluded in my
former Reports.

7.  SEWERAGE,

The completion of the new Sewage Disposal Works i1s a
subject for congratulation.

The freedom, moreover, of the town from Floods, due to
a great extent to the Intercepting Sewer from Rowbarton, is
very satisfactory. Notwithstanding the almost unparalleled
rainfall of the year, the flooding of North Town and all its
concomitant evils has been escaped.

5. WATER SuppLy.

There has been an ample supply of Water from the hills
during the vyear. The rainy season has, however, tended
greatly to retard the work at the new Reservoir.

The constant rain, too, has tended to render the water
cloudy at times, which in all other respects maintains its
excellent quality.

9. DaIries axp MILKSHOPS,

These are 43 in number, and the licensed Cowsheds 3.
They are frequently inspected and kept in good condition.
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10. BAKEHOUSES.

These number 31, and are satisfactory. There 1s no
underground Bakehouse in the Borough.

1. SvLaugHTER Housks.

The 10 Slaughter Houses are frequently inspected, and
kept according to your Bye-laws,

As 1 have so often mentioned before, a Public Abbatoir
would greatly tend to public health, and also to the more
merciful treatment of the animals slaughtered.

12. Facrtories, WorksHors AND WORK-PLACES.

The number of registered Workshops in the Borough,
including Bakehouses and Work-places, is 145. These have
been inspected, and cleansing, limewashing, &c., carried out
where required.

A list of ** out-workers” is kept and renewed twice

yearly.
Meteorology of 1903.

1903 will be remarkable for its heavy rainfall and want of
sunshine.

The Rainfall was 35-21 inches, and rain fell on 188 days

The average of the preceding twenty-five years is 2960
inches ; 1903 was thus 5°59 inches above the average.

The hours of sunshine were 13675, and the sunless days
were 97.

Below is a Table of Rainfall and Sunshine, from the
year 1899 to 1go3 :(—

Hours of Sunless Days

Sunshine. Days. Rainfall. Rainfall.
1899 2o o e (I 2728 142
1900 14672 ... o8 31'03 164
1QOT o (. 83 25'97 132
1902 1d3d:5 v 10K 2574 170
1903 13675 ... 93 3521 185
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Tables.

With this Report are the Tables issued by the Local
Government Board, which give the (1) Population, Births,
Deaths, Zymotic Death-rate, and Infantile Death-rate for the
past ten years.

(2) The cases of Infectious Diseases notified during the
year.

(3) The Causes of and Ages at Death during 1g03.

Table No. 2 of the Local Government Board is not filled
up, as the Registration Sub-District of Taunton includes the
whole Borough, and the figures are all given in Table 1.

A Meteorological Table, and a Tabular Report by the
Inspector of Nuisances also accompany the other Tables.

I have the honour to be,
Mr. Mayor and Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

HENRY J. ALFORD, M.D., Loxp.,

Medical Officer of Health.
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TABLE III.

Taunton Urban Sanitary District.

Cases of Infectious Disease notified during

the Year 1go3.

At Ages-—-Years.

{ CAsSES NOTIFIED 18 WHOLE DISTRICT.

|
NOTIFIABLE |
DISEASE. i | 2= | -
= . L o g = £
-
= = o0 5 =] - =
- ) i W i :? | .,E.-':
Small-pox . | :
: E |
Cholera : : |
{ | |
Diptheria | 1I 3 6 | 2
Membranous Croup | ‘ !
| 1
1 | i
Erysipelas 15 | e sg 9 3
Scarlet fever 63 ‘ i 8 | 45 7 2
Typhus fever
|
Enteric fever 2 ' | r 2
. |
Relapsing fever
Continued fever [
|
Puerperal fever .
Plague |
|
Total gl 1 11 51 1z 13 3







TABLE IV

TAUNTON URBAN SANITARY DISTRICT.

Causes of, and Ages at, Death during Year, 1903.

DEATHS IN WHOLE DISTRICT AT |
SUBJOINED AGES. | =
=
b | P T
L E:I 1 é_: E
Cavses OF DEATH. . i ? a
st ol s He
S R e
£ g - | = |E2 |E2 |22 |8
L RS I R A O
S S el e R BT
. | e | —
|
Small-pox Al o 2 | - [
Measles alas 2 20 I 2
Scarlet fever ... o e o Sl
Whooping-cough N O (R [ - (RS .
Diptheria and i ,
membranous croup :
Croup :: i
Txrxlmx = e S
Fever ]‘l.-1'ltt":|1l. - I | . | [
Other i..{:ll:‘nlll'ull.‘f.l | o
Epidemic inAuenza o I Gl : 1
Cholera il ok S| e e
Plague - TR s .
Diarrhoea - 2 | .. e hEke i 1
Enterilis O [ = 5 | 4 T S I
Puerperal fever = i St I N T A ;-
Erysipelas I ' - z
Other septic diseases e I T T (e [
Phthisis g b ey 1 5 | 1o 4
Other tubercular diseases =~ 8 | 1 4 | 2 [ - 3
Cancer, malignant disease @ 21 T it 10 3
Bronchitis ) 3 3 | [T | o T (S
Pneumonia B [R50 e A ] z | =
Pleurisy ] | i |
Other diseases of RE"H[‘HI"H- ? ' |
tory organs e
Alcoholism \ ¥ | 3 i
Cirrhosis of liver | i
Venereal diseases R SRR . ; |
Premature birth | 12 12 | I
Diseases and accidents Gf i | | .
parturition .. . I et | ' I
Heart diseases af e ) 2 I 2 | o 8 6
Accidents | . | 1 5
Suivide = el | | 1
All other causes o] 8 i 33 | 13 8 g 48 (73] 29
- — - — - - piss H
All causes ool 363 52 ! 64 10 16 i 86 105 63
| ! |
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TAUNTON URBAN SANITARY DISTRICT.

Inspector of Nuisances’ Repar! r:gf the Sanitary Work completed
in the YVear rgoz (J. W. Northcombe, Certified Inspector ).

Number of Complaints to Sanitary Officer 55
N-.un*t:-;| of Im._pecimr;q l-[_-;uu.:, to House, ]‘rem:t.u, &e. __ 1154
— sir RL-]I]HPEL!IH-I'IT{)} -H C_tu-n&-., F;E-‘.l';';l_"\{‘.“-. &L. 72
| Orders issued for Sanitary Amcndm_entx of Hou.'-;e:a,__'l-_ __:
| Premises, &c. ... ] 52
-_;u i Hmw,:s."Pr-c:mi:ae_s, &e., Cleaned, Repair&d,— Li:rmc:-_}_ =
z washed, &c. 39
;3 ]i{:;l-bb_‘: DI‘-IH fer ll__.d ;Lf'te; Illmhs-uf;; Inl‘e:‘:t:ﬂuh Chara{,ter bata
r':: _D"t'ﬂl_ll‘m 1!2“1-1&!’.1 1._'. .|lh- Q;n;k_e Test _ -._3‘;1_
5 Puliutiun af ‘;I‘-;IJ{I.IH F ___.-._ - -_.. = -,* 1
g}‘. q:‘.‘u] Pipes Repaired and Renew&*d = 14
_A,Eé . ]\!..-rlﬁ.l;.t._il_ ae.unbd T| apped, &c. P - = 438 :
'i Rui:;u_rml = 230
% Sl.u'!].'.-li{‘(i with \'1':1[:31.‘ Ry - __ e __ 17_
:E ! "i.e'n.- PILHIde R _ ___ B "...__ 26 7
EE Repaired, Covered, &c. 7 4
= ."'\-I'lm_l"-ilgw.' ::rff po*- ﬁhr.,d S _ “ Erbe : 3
E | Cisterns CIL:t]'H..H Repaired, Envered-_&:: -[_
:,E Houses Hupphed with C(lr'pm:l_lmn-'ﬂ n,t:__ 14 _
= Wells Unfit for use and Condemned _.._ . ._.___-__z_
‘\lll'l!}.:_.l-E_[:ﬂdgll'lg [Iﬂuﬂ;; Rc_g,hterul VR _;_
Dust Remowval. ‘umnh:::(;l'Cumnmmmlmns reccm-ed )
and attended to } 690
: Removal of Accumulation of Dung, Stagnant “letﬂr.} ' 43_
g Animal and other Refuse ...
_'_;j: Animals Remm ed, being impr npeﬂ}' kept .. S
S == B =
é ' % Eakalmuneﬁ 31
;'?‘ - Li::t-ansed Cquhedq | 3
-i; ! D'Etl!’lﬂ‘:- and M:]kuhcpﬂ &e. Fray __ 43 y
é" LI;I;FLEJ. QI;ghler Hmhu’p e - p 10
_ﬁu _fleq_:EE;(Id1:1g1 Bec., l'}mlnfecmd | .. 1699 -







Taunton Rural Sanitary District.

REBO R T

OF THE

Medical Officer of Health tor the Year 1go3.

Population of District (1goz) ... s TR EGE
Population estimated to middle of 1go3 ... 17,465
Birth Rate per 1000 of Population 20°'0
Death Rate per 1000 of Population 15°4
Zymotic Death Rate 1.1
Infant Mortality per 1000 Births 977

To the Taunton Rural Distriét (ouncil.

Mgr. CHAIRMAN AND (GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present my Annual Report of the
Health of the District during the year 1goj3.

Notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather the
Health of the District has been good.

No epidemic has occurred.
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Mortality during 1903.

The total Deaths in the District during the year were
267, or at the rate of 15°4 of the Population.

But of these 267 Deaths, 42 occurred in Public Institu-
tions in the District, viz., 4 in the Isolation Hospital and 38
in Cotford Asylum. Of these 39 were non-residents, which,
heing deducted from 267, reduces the number of Deaths to
228,

But 14 residents of the Rural District died in the Borough
of Taunton, viz., 6 in the Taunton and Somerset Hospital,
and 8 in the Union Workhouse. These added to 228, bring
the corrected number of Deaths to 242, or at the rate of 13.8
per 1000,

LOCALITIES.

The 267 Deaths occurred in the following localities :—

1. Pitminster Registration District ... 350 deaths.
2. North Curry s a5 ST o
3. Taunton(Without),, s s s
_‘q_. Hiﬂhﬂpﬂ L}'deard 5 (R 4 3 L
5. Cotford Asylum e BEET
6. Isolation Hospital R
Total ... .. 267
SEXES.

Of the 267 Deaths, 128 were Males and 139 Females.

AGes AT DEATH.

The Ages at Death were as follows :—

Under 1 year ... PR
I 0 E years... e
RE0I5 53 e TR -
15to 25 ,, ... 7

2 R0 BE 550 i he

OverBs .. -« R (oo

Total s, G0N
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Deaths in Publiec Institutions.

There were 42 Deaths in Public Institutions—38
Cotford Lunatic Asyvlum and 4 in the Isolation Hospital.

These came from the following Districts :—

COTFORD ASYLUM.

Taunton Rural Sanitary District
Taunton Borough
Qutside Districts

IsorLaTiOoN HospPiTAL.

Taunton Rural Samtary District
Taunton Borough

Causes of Death.
1. ZYMOTIC DISEASES.

There were 19 Deaths from Zymotic
IQCI"?“ V1Z, s+ —

Scarlet Fever

Diphtheria

Enteric Fever

Measles

Whooping Cough

Diarrhoea

This gives a Zymotic Death-rate of 1'0 per 1000.

| DT 8

L]
I

in

Diseases during

= DEATHS FROM OTHER [DISEASES.

The chief other causes of Death were :

Heart Disease ...
Pneumonia
Bronchitis
Pleurisy
Influenza
Phthisis

Cancer

Enteritis =
Premature Births
Accident

= O bk e W

34
18

16

3

19

I

8]
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Births during 1908.

The Births during the year numbered 368, or at the rate
of 200 per 1000 of the Population.
The numbers registered in each District were as follows:

1. Pitminster vin 1G]
2. North Curry e 3003
3. Taunton (Without) ... T
4. Bishops Lydeard sve IO

Totdal .. ... 368

The Infantile Death-rate, or Death-rate of Infants under
one year of age, to 1000 Births, is g7°7.

Sickness during 1903.

1. NoTiFicaTIONS OF INFEcTiOUS DISEASE.
I received 40 Notifications of Infectious Disease during
the year. They were as follows :—

Scarlet Fever ..» 17 cases
Diphtheria ST 1 [N
Enteric Fever S
Erysipelas s Ll ek
40
These cases occurred in the following Parishes :—
Scarlet Enteric
Fever.  IMphtheria. Fever.  Ervsipelas. Total.
Ash Priors I I
Bishops Hull 2 I s I 4
Bishops Lydeard 2 1 3
Cheddon I i
Churchstanton [ I
Cothelstone 4 I 5
Creech ... 2 2
Cotford ... I I
Halse o 2 5 2
Kingston = 1 I
Monkton 2 3 3
North Curry 1 I
Otterford I I
Stoke St. Gregory ... 6 6
Taunton St. James ... 2 2 2
Thorn ... e 3 h 3
Thurlbear I I
Trull I I 2
17 11 o 4 40
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2. IsoraTion HospiTAL.

Nineteen of the 87 cases admitted into the Isolation
Hospital came from the following Parishes :—

Scarlet Fever. Diphtheria. Total.

Cheddon ... o I I
Combe Florey I I
Cothelstone 4 1 g
Bishops Lydeard 2 2
Monkton ... 2 2
Taunton St. James I I 2
Thorn Falcon 3 3
Thurlbear... v I I
Trull 2 2

4 3 19

Further particulars will be found in my Annual Report of
the Isolation Hospital, which accompanies this Report.

3. SICKNESS.

The year, taking it as a whole, was fairly free from
sickness.

Scarlet Fever occurred as isolated cases in various parts
of the District and at different times of the year. The
removal of the first case to the Isolation Hospital and imme-
diate disinfection of the premises prevented its spread.

The same may be said of Diphtheria, the cases of which
were very few. In one instance only did it attack more than
one member of a family, and this was in an overcrowded
cottage where all the surroundings were most insanitary.

The cases of Enteric Fever were nearly all in the Parish
of Stoke St. Gregory, and in every case the water supply was
impure, and in most the drainage and closet arrangements
bad.

In a few Parishes Measles appeared, but it did not occur
to any extent.
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‘Water Supply.

The most important step taken during the year was the
carrying out of the Hatch Beauchamp Water Supply. |
mentioned the subject in my last vear's Report. The work is
now nearing completion, and the Parish will soon have a
plentiful supply of pure water, carried to the doors of the
inhabitants.

The Tank of the Bishops Lydeard Water Supply has
been raised. This has enabled the water to be raised to a
greater height at the more remote parts of the village.

I have analysed a great number of samples of well water
during the year, and in very many cases found them polluted.
In all cases steps were taken to provide a pure supply.

Sewerage and Drainage.

The outfall works at North Curry, Norton, Hatch
Beauclmmp, Bishops Hull and Bishops Lydeard have all been
inspected during the year, and steps taken to ensure their
being properly wurkL{I

The heavy rainfall of the year has tended to keep sewers
and drains well flushed, and nuisances arising from choked
drains have not been so prevalent as in past years,

Nuisances.

In March two new Inspectors of Nuisances were
appointed, and they have made what was sadly needed, a
thorough house-to-house inspection of the whole District.
The result has been the discovery of a great number of
nuisances and their subsequent abatement. Unfortunately
they are more or less ever recurring, and a vigilant, constant
supervision is necessary to prevent their recurrence.

Condition of Dwelling Houses.

Some nuisances and very many dirty cottages have been
reported by your Inspectors. Cases of overcrowding have
also been dealt with. There is a general improvement, how-
ever, in the condition of houses, more frequent limewashing,
and more attention to sanitary needs.
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Slaughter Houses.

These have been inspected, and where necessary, steps
taken to ensure their being kept in accordance with your
Bye-laws.

Dairies and Cowsheds.

These have all been inspected. The Dairies are as a rule
kept clean and well ventilated. The condition of Cowsheds
is better, but there is still room for improvement.

Factories and Workshops.

These have been found a~ a rule in a satisfactory condi-
tion. They are not numerous, and are very sparsely spread
about the District. They will continue to be periodically
inspected.

Tables.

Accompanying this Repert are the Tables required by
the Local Government Board, giving—

I. The Population, Births, Deaths, and Zymotic Death-
rate, and Infant Mortality for the past ten years.

I1. The cases of Infectious Diseases notified during the
yvear.

II1. The causes of and ages at Death during the year
1903.

In conclusion I beg to thank you, Gentlemen, for vour
kindness and courtesy, and the ready help you have always
given me in my work.

I have the honour to be,
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
HENRY J. ALFORD, M,D., Loxbp,,
Medical Officer of Health.
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TABLE 1V.

TAUNTON RURAL SANITARY DISTRICT.

Causes of, and Ages at, Death during Year 1903.

DEATHS I8 WHOLE DISTRICT AT
SUBIOINED AGES.

DeEaTHS I8 LOCALITIES
(AT ALL AGEs).

=
!
| o= =] a8 1 | 2 | 3] 4 laE
CaUvses oF DEATH. w | - = b E - { o il = ;
& 7] = o E - = |l -
g | g | = | a|l = =] 2 EleZlaglat
Bl e 5| B3] 5| 2| |5 |22|88)EE
S| Sl a| a2 Al 2] E |5 |Eiiata
- - = w = = (g T e = |5 =
Small-pox ! !
Measles AT A [ 1 ' i R
Scarlet Fever 5 EEEN SR T [l 2
Whooping Cough T Rl R S (S 1 o o
Diphtheria and ' |
Membranous Croup... 1 | .. 13 T | ] |5 (I ] 2
Croup M [l el Dl i | | SRR | Rt (=
I'T}'phm,- 0] e (1R [fmeeel S e | ‘
Fever- Enteric i Bt e e I . ‘ 2
LlthEr continued .. WA KO T2 s e | (R e [ b &
Epidemic Influenza SO T it el (o) (R I . - o M
Cholera =4 ER R (e R S | [l [ | '
Plague o vl | S (el Sooi| | [r = ; |
Diarrhoea el | e s i || e e { 1
Enteritis 3 e NI el <o) B (R i
Puerperal Fever A (R e el |
Erysipelas I [l e ' S B I
Other Septic diseases ... 1 b LG (A el e i R G [
Phthisis 2o | T Tk | 2 9| 2 41 4| 4 4
Other Tubercular diseases 1 | ... I S| LT e [oe e o (G o (e
Cancer, malignant disease 13 | ... ... | ... - e -l I [ ) T T
Bronchitis ool L4 0 [ 41 9] 2| 6| 1 51 2
Pneamonia wxin] wIef 3 e [ 1 2 2 1 6 2 5 4
Pleurisy |3 1
Other diseases of ! '
Respiratory Organs | ... | ...
Alcoholism ' :
Cirrhosis of Liver 21 , : : : : !
Venereal diseases | e | e : : e Fos
Premature Birth S TS (O T Fieg
Diseases and Accidents ' I i
of Parturition | 1 | ... I 1 Ty )
Heart diseases 33| B e e (B o B G IR R
Accidents A B R 2| 2 1 2 R I
Suicide | . ' o |l eSS
All other causes -«:|103 i 14 2 z | 16 |66 22| 32| 9| 41| 24
—— s | |
All causes .. (228 i 16 | 12 | 6| 9|56 |1og ] 50| 89 | 23| 66| 4z
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Annual Report for the Year 1903

OF THE

TAUNTON [SOLATION HOSPITAL,

BY

HENRY J. ALFORD, M.D. LonbD,,
Medical Officer.

TaunToON, Januvary, 19o4.

To the Isolation Hospital Committee.,
MRr. CHAIRMAN AND (GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present my Annual Report of the
Taunton Isolation Hospital for the year 1903.

1. Number of Cases Admitted in 1903.

The total number of cases admitted was 87, a little over
the average of the preceding twenty-three years that the
Hospital has been open.

Strangely enough, the largest number of Patients
occurred in cycles, at intervals of eight years., Thus, in the
years 1884-83, 127 and 205 cases were admitted. In the next
octave, 1893-94, 182 and 176 cases; and in the next, 1goz,
144 Patients were admitted.
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The following Table gives the yearly admission from 1879
to 1goz inclusive :—

From July, 1879, to September, 1880 ... 4z
,,» Oct., 1880 = = 188 o I8
s s 1B3I . - pBEE
v ;e 1882 o 0 188 ¢ ik
" e ESRS o e 1884 ... 125
s vy 1884 i H 1885 ... 205
r vy 188 % o 1886 ... 60
. By 1886 3 3 IS8 ...~ ‘03
11 11 ISSF ‘e 4 ISSS E:lﬂl
1 ) 1888 o1 3iy IHSQ 25
1 ¥y '839 1 33 1899 B 79
" » 1800 " o 891 o D0
,, yy» 1891 to December, 189z .. 44
i JH.ﬂ.., IBQS 11 i1 1893 cer 182
0 s 1804 R TR A 1894 ... 176
T’ o 18935 2 i1 1895 ... 6g
i 5y ]89'5 T 54 1896 'E}_:‘-,
31 a7 4 o 1897 i 48
" »» 1898 o = 1898 ... 41
14 1 1399‘ L] T !399 534
' o 1900 ve " 1goo ... 66
T »y  1QOI vy » 101 ... 40
’ sy 1002 o - 1002 .. 144
i sy 1003 % - 19aT . el By

Total i v T2

2. Details of Cases Admitted.
A. Diseases.
The Diseases admitted were as follows :—

Scarlet Fever i == 475 cases
Diphtheria S

¥y

87
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B. Localities.

Of the 87 cases, 68 were from the Borough, and 19 from
the Rural District.

1. Urean CAsEs.

Of the 68 Urban cases, 56 were from the Borough, one
from the Taunton and Somerset Hospital, 8 from the
Barracks, and 3 from St. Saviour's Home.

They were as follows :—

Scarlet Fever.  Diphtheria. Total.

Borough oy 3 56
T. and S. Hospital I 1
Barracks 4 4 8
St. Saviour's Home Feal etk 3
61 7 68

2. RuraL CASEs.

These cases, 19 in all, came from the following Parishes:

Scarlet Fever. Diphtheria. Tatal.
Cheddon I I
Combe Florey oY I
Cothelstone ... Yo Tk 1 5
Bishops Lydeard 2 2
Monkton 2 2
Taunton St. James S | I 2
Thorn Falcon 3 3
Thurlbear ... s I I
Trull 2 2
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The relative number of Urban and Rural cases admitted
since the opening of the Hospital are as follows:—

Urban Cases. Rural Cases. Total.
187g-80 19 23 42
1580-81 11 8 19
1881-82 63 13 76
1882-83 29 35 64
1583-84 70 57 e R
1884-85 TR 39 HEOR T
1885-86 5 46 14 ho
1856-87 47 46 03
1887-88 27 39 e 66
1888-8g 16 9 25
188g-go 58 21 79
18g0-g1 29 41 70
18g1-g2 26 8 44
1892-93 120 62 182
1893-04 e EZ2 44 176
1894-95 64 5 bg
1895-g6 46 19 o 63
1896-97 .- 45 33 7
1897-98 22 19 41
1899 36 o 18 54
1900 5 27 39 66
1901 28 12 40
1902 R LT 23 P
1903 68 19 y
1316 636 1972

D. Ages of Patients.

The greatest number of Patients are invariably between
the ages of 5 and 15 years, and this year was no exception to
the rule, as the following Table shows :—

Patients admitted—
Under 1 to 5 5tou3 15 to ag z5 to 65 Over b3

1 VEar. YVEArs. YEars. VEArs, VEATS, VELrs.

o. . i cpma A g Le SEE
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E. Monthly Admissions.

Cases were admitted during every month in the year.

Month, Scarlet Fever. Diphtheria. Total.
January ... 7 7
February 5 5
March ... T Il
April 3 1 4
May 11 I 12
June [1 2 13
July 2 2 4
August 4 4
September 3 1 4
October ... 7 I 8
November 6 3 s
December 5 1 6

75 12 87

F. Progress of Cases.

Four of the 87 cases ended tatally—2 of Scarlet Fever
and 2 of Diphtheria.

Of the Scarlet Fever cases, 1 died from Acute Nephritis,
and the other was in an unconscious state when admitted.

Of the Diphtheria cases, one was of a very malignant
type, and death was caused by Paralysis, and the other was
dying on admission, being brought from the country in an
open cart.

3. General Working of the Hospital.

[ cannot speak too highly of the Nursing and General
Management of the Hospital during the year.

Although many bad cases were admitted, some of an
extreme type, no extraneous help was required—a fact that
reflects great credit upon Miss Heath and her small band of
Nurses.

The interior of all the Wards and Administrative Block
have been painted, &c., during the year.
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The satisfactory condition of the Hospital and its comfort
and cleanliness, has elicited high praise from visitors to the
Hospital, especially from Medical Experts, who have been

greatly pleased with it, and have spoken in the highest terms
of the condition in which they found it.

In conclusion, Gentlemen, I wish particularly to express
to you, as Members of the Committee, my warm thanks for
all your kindness and courtesy. The work of this Hospital,
always arduous and often thankless, has been materially
lightened by the interest you have taken in the Institution,
and the ready help you have given to me and the other
members of the Staff.

I have the honour to be,
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

HENRY J. ALFORD, M.D., Lonb.,

Medical Officer to the Hospital.















