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TAUNTON RURAL DISTRICT.

PUBLIC HEALTH STAFF, 1938.

Medical Officer of Health and Medical Superintendent of the
Taunton Joint [solation Hospital and Somerset County Council
Tuberculosis Sanatorium, Taunton:

R. o8 V. Kivg, M.R.C.8., L.R.C.P., D.P.H.
Telephone: Taunton 3389,

Sanitary [ nspector:
R. H. Garoxner, C.R.8.1.

Address: 10 Priorswood Road, Taunton.

Additional Sanitary Inspector:
E. G. Payng, C.R.8.1. (appt. Feb., 1936)
Address: ““Compton,” Greenway,

West Monkton, Taunton.

Matron, Isolation Hospital and Tuberculosis Sanatorium:
Miss M. MiLxer, 5.R.N.
Address: Taunton Isolation Hospital,
Cheddon Road.

Telephone: Taunton 2398,

Clerk to the Counesl:
P. O. Cowrisraw, Mary Street House, Taunton.

Telephone: Taunton 2985,



TAUNTON RURAL DISTRICT.

Statistics for the Year 1938.

Area (in acres) ... 70,675
Estimate of Resident P{}])u].;'ttiﬁ]'l_. mid-vear 1938 16,640
Census Population, 1931 . : 17,101
No. of inhabited houses accc}rdmg to the Rate Books

on December 31st, 1938 ... 5 4,814
Rateable Value—December 31st, 1938 ... ... £80.456
Sum represented by a Penny Rate, 81st March, 1938 £345

Extracts from the Vital Statistics of the Year.
Live Births:—

Total M. s \'

Legitimate ... 230 114 116 | Birth Rate per

Hlegitimate ... 11 7 4 | 1,000 of the esti-

 mated resident
241 121 120 I population S

Rate per 1,000

Still Births 11 6 fotal (live and
still) births ... 43.65

"‘i]}e’ith Rate per

A0 of the esti-

e RSN T s
population ve ARANT

Deaths from Puerperal causes {T—Teaﬂinns 20 and 30 of the

Registrar-General’'s Short List) .—
Deaths. Rate per 1,000 total
; (live & still) births.
No. 29. Puerperal Sepsis —

No. 30. Other Puerperal causes 1 3.96
Total 1 3.96
Death Rate of Infants under one vear of age :—
Total Infant Deaths & 1
All Infants per 1,000 live births : 4"} 654
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 legitimate live  bitths.. 7.82

Ilegitimate Infants per 1,000 illegitimate live blrths 3\':]
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Deaths from Cancer (all ages)

England and Wales in the following table;

T i3 M%BIEE (ﬂ.ll H.g["ﬂ) 2
" »  Whooping Cough (all ages]
' .,  Diarrhceea (under 2 years of age) ..

22

—_
_
—

The rates for the area may be compared with the rates for

the loeal erude death

rate has been multiplied by the factor (.79 supplied by the
Registrar-General to make this rate strietly comparable with that
of England and Wales :—

England

& Wales.
Live birth rate per 1,000 population ... 15.1
Still birth rate ,, ,, e 0.60
Death rate i 11.6

Infant mortality rate per 1 {]0() live births  53.0

Maternal mortality rate per 1,000 live births :—

(a) Puerperal Sepsis ... 0.89
(b} Other eauses 219
Total 3.08

Infant Mortality during 1938.

Taunton
R.D.
14.48

0.66
0.45
45.64

5.96

3.96

The following table gives the causes and ages at death of the

infants who died under one year of age :—
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Prematurity ; 2| — | — 1 | N
Congenital \Iﬂll’nrmwlmn - 1| — | — 1] | e e
Injury at Birth ... | 1 = =] = T | (S S
Maternal Eelampsia | R el —
Asphyxia 1| — | — | — | | g | PR
Bronchitis - - I | — | — |
Broncho-Pneumonia — B = [ [ ) | T [CERE
- |
| 1
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GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES
FOR THE AREA.

Hospitals.

Infectious Diseases.—Cases of infectious diseases are sent to the
Taunton and Distriet Joint lsolation Hospita!, situated in the
Borough of Taunton. The Rural Distriet of Taunton is one of
the contributory authorities. Severe ecases of Ophthalmia
Neonatorum are received by the Hospital but are maintained
by the County Counecil. Cases of Puerperal Pyrexia are
admitted through and maintained by the County Couneil to the
Puerperal Sepsis Block of the Isolation Hospital. ‘ihis new
Block eommenced to receive cases from May, 1938,

Tuberculosis,—Cases of Pulmonary and Non-Pulmonary Tuber-
culosis come under the County Council scheme_ for treatment.
The Pulmonery cases are sent to Quantoeck Sanatorium if the
disease is in an early stage and the more advanced cases are
sent to Taunton SBanatorium or to the Sanatoria of Wineanton
and Chard. Cases requiring Orthopedie treatment are
admitted to Chard Sanatorium or to Bath Orthopedie Hospital.
Pre-tubercular children and children with tubercular glands
also eome under the County Tuberculosis Scheme and are sent
to Compton Bishop Children’s Home, near Axbridge.

Small-pox.—FProvision for the aceommodation of eases of small-
pox is made by the County Couneil at its Hospital at Cossington,
near Bridgwater. \

General Medical and Surgical.—The inhabitants go to the
Taunton and Somerset Hospital for out-patient and in-patient
treatment, and to Bristol where there are the same facilities.

Chronic Sick.—These are received into the Public Assistance
Institution situated in the Borough of Taunton, or, if full, to
the Institution in the Urban Distriet of Wellington.

Mental Sick.—(Cases are sent to the Mental Hospital at Cotford,
in the Parish of Bishops Lydeard.

Clinics and Treatment Centres.

Tuberculosis.—A Clinie iz held once a week in the Borough of
Taunton, at which the services of a County Tuberculosis Officer
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are available. In conjunction with the Clinie there is an After-

Care Committee working in eo-operation with the Tuberculosis
Officer.

Venereal Diseases.—A combined Clinie and treatment centre is
maintained by the County Council at the Taunton and Somerset
Hospital.

Maternity and Child Welfare.—The Maternity and Child Welfare
Acts are administered by the County Council, under whose
supervision are also the midwives practising in the area. A
consulting obstretician is also supplied by the County Couneil.
There is no Maternity Home in the district, but a few cases
are confined at the Maternity Home in the Urban District of
Wellington. Every case of Puerperal Pyrexia and maternal
death is investigated by a Medical Officer of the County Couneil.

Laboratory Facilities.—The County Laboratory is situated in the
Borough of Taunton. No charge is made for bacteriological
examinations in suspected cases of Diphtheria, Tuberculosis,
Enterie Fever, Cerebro-Spinal Fever, ete., ete. This service
is also available without charge to medical men praectising in
the district. Bacteriological and chemical analyses are also
undertaken for the examination of milk, foods, water supplies,
sewage effluents, ete.

Ambulance Facilities.—There are two ambulnaces to serve
Taunton and district. It is a 24-hours service and two drivers
are on the telephone night and day. [t is under the auspices
of the British Red Cross Society, which finds a eertain amount
of the purchase money of the new ambulances. The loeal
detachment of the British Red Cross Sceiety is responsible for
manning the ambulances and for executling running repairs.
A voluntary committee, of which the lMayor of Taunton is
always the Chairman, makes itself responsible for all eash
transactions. Persons belonging to the Hospital Week Scheme
are entitled to the use of the ambulance if a doctor certifies
the necessity, or in the case of accidents any person is earried
immediately. Those not belonging to the Seheme may, if the
doctor certifies the necessity, have the use of the ambulance
by payment of 4/- in the Borough or 4/- plus 1/- per mile in
the Rural District. Where a person is not in a position to pay,
the Secretary of the Ambulance Committee applies to the
Relieving Officer for payment. The service is highly efficient,
and the ambulanees are so constructed that decontamination or
disinfection ean be quickly and efficiently earried out.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.
Water Supply.—The following are particulars regarding the water

supply of the

Parish.

.tii s-h Priors

Bickenhall

Bishops Hull ...

Bishops Lydeard

Cheddon
Fitzpaine.

Churchstanton ..|

Combe Florey ...

Distriet :—

Source of Supply.

| E’ip_ed ;s_upply from reser-

voir at Lydeard Bt.

‘ Lawrence is in hand.
Plperl supply from reser-
voir owned by Lord
Portman in the Parish;

| and private wells.

- Piped supply from reser-
voir on DBlackdown
Hills.

Piped supply from springs
on Quantoek Hills,

. Piped supply from reser-

voir on Blackdown
Hills; and  private
wells.

vately owned.

Piped supply from reser-
voir at Lydeard St.
Lawrence; and private

Wells and springs pri- |

Name of Undertakers
where piped supply
alforded.

T.'u-mt-t:m Huml ol
Distriet Couneil.

Taunton Rural
Distriet Couneil.

Taunton Corporation.

Taunton Rural
Distriect Counecil.
Taunton Corporation.

Taunton Rural
Distriet Council.

. Taunton Corporation.

wells.

Corfe ...| Piped supply from reser-
voir on  Blackdown |
Hills.

Cothelstone ... Wells and springs pri-

Creech BSt.
Michael.

Curland

Durston

| Wells

.l vately owned.

L }"1]:nu1 supply for the lower
Parish |

parts of the
from  reservoir
Blackdown Hills;
vate wells and a parish
pump at Adsborough.
and springs pri-
vately owned.

0

| Wells and  springs  pri-

vately owned.

pri- |

Taunton Corporation.
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Parish.

—— L
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Halse

Hateh

Beauchamp.

Kingston

Lydeard St.
Lawrence.

North Curry

Norton

Fitzwarren.

Orehard
Portman.

Otterford

Pitminster

Ruishton

Staple Fitzpaine

CER

.+ Wells

|
'.' Source of Supply.

_Hame of Und_&rtuker;; :
where piped supply
afforded.

Pipr;d El:l‘{ﬁpl_}' from reser-

voir at Lydeard St.
Lawrence is in hand.

Piped supply from reser-
voir owned by Lord

vately owned.

...| Piped supply from reser-

in Parish from springs
at Westleigh.

.| Piped supply from reser-

voir in the Parish of
Bickenhall owned by
Liord Portman.

| Piped supply from reser-

voir in the Blackdown
Hills; a few privately
owned wells.

.| Piped supply from reser-

voir owned by Lord
Portman in the Parish
of Bickenhall: and
private wells.
and springs pri-
vately owned.

.| Piped supply from reser- Taunton Corporation.

voir on Blackdown
Hills.

.| Piped supply from reser-
voir on Blackdown

. Hills; and some pui-

vately owned wells.

Piped supply from reser-
voir owned by Lord
Portman in the Parish
of Bickenhall; . and
private wells.

Portman at Bickenhall. |
.. Wells and springs pri-

Taunton _B-ur&l
Distriet Couneil.

Taunton Rural
Distriet Couneil.

Taunton Rural
Distriet Couneil.

Taunton Rural
Distriet Couneil.

Taunton Corporation.

| Taunton Rural

Distriet Couneil,

Taunton Corporation.

Taunton Rural
Distriet Couneil.
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Parish.

Source of Supply.

Staplegrove

Stoke St.
Gregory.

Stoke 5t. Mary

Thornfalcon
Tolland
Trull ol
West e
Bagborough. |

West Hateh ...

|

West Monkton..

Pipeﬂ supply limited to

part of the parish; and
wells privately owned.

.l Piped supply from reser-

voir owned by Lord
Portman in the parish
of Bickenhall,

Piped supply limited to

part of the parish; and

' Name of Undertakers
where piped supply
afforded.

r—————

' Taunton Corporation.

| Taunton Rural
Distriet Couneil.

'l Taunton Corporation.
1

wells privately owned. |

. Piped supply from reser-

voir on Blackdown
Hills; and some pri-
vately owned wells.

Wells  and springs pri-

vately owned.

Piped supply from reser-
voir on  Blackdown
Hills.

Piped supply from springs
on Quantock Hills.
Piped supply limited to
part of the Parish; and

private wells.

Piped supply limited to
part of the Parish; and

private wells,

Taunton Corporation.

|

Taunton Corporation.

| Taunton Rural
District Couneil.

Taunton Rural
Distriet Couneil.

Taunton Corporation.

A large number of samples of water were taken during the
year for analysis by the County Analyst.
were taken from 47 domestic supplies. Thirty-five sources
were sampled once, of which 26 were satisfactory. Six wells
have been closed and a piped supply laid on in 5 instances, and
one new well dug which gave satisfactory water.

Seventy-one samples

The piped supplies are all examined by the County Analyst

once every three months.

Practically all of the samples have

been satisfactory, and when a sample has not been satis-
factory, a follow-up sample has given a good result.
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A large number of Couneil houses have a piped supply.
Four wells supplying these have had attention and are mow
giving good results on analysis.

Drainage and Sewerage.—A report was made to the Couneil
during the year on the condition of certain sewage works and
sewage outfalls in the distriet. The Council Lave the report
under consideration. New works or improvements to existing
works will need to be undertaken in the Parishes of Corfe,
Creech 8. Michael, Ruishton, Norton Fitzwarren, Trull,
Pitminster and West Bagborough. The sewering of the village
portion of Combe Florey with a small disposal plant was com-
pleted during the year. The scheme for re-sewering the
village portion of Bishops Liydeard and the eonstruction of new
sewage disposal works were put in hand during the vear.

Rivers and Streams.—Owing to the inereased number of parizhes
being supplied with piped water and, in consequence, the
extended use of water closets instead of earth closets, and the
addition of baths and wash-up sinks to the houses, there is
likely to be an increase in the pollution of streams. The
Sanitary Inspectors are doing much in giving advice as to the
proper construction of septic tanks with filter beds, and, where-
ever possible, a Humus tank as well, but even these will fail in
their purpose if owners are careless in looking after them.

The pollution of the Kingston stream from several houses
in the parish has received special attention during the year.

Closet Accommodation.—There are inadequate records to show
how many earth closets and water closets there are in the
distriect. Whenever possible the oceupiers of houses with earth
closets are being instructed how to dispose of night soil in the
correct way, by systematic trenching at the ecorreet depth
instead of the customary haphazard methods.

Public Cleansing.—During the year the scheme previously under
consideration for the ecollection and disposal of unburnable
household refuse was put into operation, and a monthly
eollection of 1414 lorry loads of refuse for the vear was under-
taken from the following parishes:—Ash Priors, Bishops
Lydeard, Corfe, Creech St. Michael, Halse, Kingston,
Pitminster, Ruishton and West Baghorough. This scheme
is to be extended to inelude the following parishes during
1939 :—Bishops Hull, Combe Florey, Norton Fitzwarren,



M]:.DICAL DFFI{.FR’b REPDHT 1953 13

Thornfaleon, Staplegrove, Stoke St. Mary and West Monkton;
so that there will be a monthly collection from 16 of the 32
parishes in the Distriet.

Sanitary Inspection of the area.

The following tabular statement is furnished by the Sanitary
Inspectors under Article 27 (18) Sanitary Officers (Outside
London) Regulations, 1935 :—

Number and nature of inspections during the year :—

Dwelling houses .. 8206
Slaughter houses ... i olb
Bakehouses ... . 45
Other premises where food is plepared or

sold 4 29
Dairies, Cowsheds and Mllkshops i Bal
Places where animals are ].{Ept (other than

Cowsheds) 12
Infectious Disease enqmrles &nd dxsmfec-

tions, ete. 20
Factories, ’Wﬂrl-.shops and “orkp]ﬂcea 32
Miscellaneous . i 41

Number of Notices served during the vear:—

Informal Notices ... i [

Statutory Notices ... —
Result of service of Notices:—

Total Notices complied with 168

Notices standing over at the end of 1938 ; 47

Shops and Offices.—Under the provisions of See. 13 (3) of the
Shops Aet, 1934, relating to ventilation, temperature and
sanitary conveniences of simps. 16 visits have been made. One
notice was served for the repair of a sanitary convenience and
complied with. No special work of inspection of offices has
been undertaken during the year. The Minister of Health
considers it of great importance to national health that con-
ditions in offices should not be such as to be prejudicial to the
health of the employees.  Loeal Authorities have now enlarged
powers and duties in respect of offices consequent on the wide
definition of “*work-place’ in Section 843 of the Public Health
Aet, 1936. The new definition embraces all places of elerical
employment and removes the doubt which previously existed
as to the extent to which Loeal Authorities had eontrol over
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the conditions of offices; right of entry to sueh places is given
under Section 287 of the same Aet, whilst Section 92 (1) (a)
and (e) give power to treat as a statutory nuisance premises
which are in such a state as to be prejudicial to health or a
nuisance and to prevent insufficient ventilation or uneleanliness
or obnoxious effluvia or overcrowding in offices.

Camping Sites.—There are several sites advertised for camping
in the district, but the local authority have not found it
necessary to issue any liecences in respect of them. Owing to
the district being an inland rural area, campers seldom stay
for more than one night for rest. It would appear that the
sites not oceupied continually for the 42 consecutive days,
or more than 60 days in any twelve consecutive months as
specified in Section 269 (2) of the Public Health Aet, 1936.

Smoke Abatement.—No legal action has been found necessary
to be taken under Section 101 of the Public Health Aet. 1956,
though the owner of a brick kiln in the distriet has had his
attention drawn to the escape of “‘soot, ash, grit and gritty
particles” from a ehimney stack in his works, sufficient to cause
annoyance to the oceupiers of the neighbouring houses.

Swimming Baths and Pools.—There are none in the area, public
or private. Their supervision is now possible under Sections
92, 259 and 287 of the Public Health Act, 1986.

Eradication of Bed-bugs.—No Council or other houses have been
found to be infected with bed-bugs. The method of disinfection
which would be emploved for minor verminous conditions would
be spraying with ‘‘Zaldecide’ or ' Killgereide .

Schools.—The sanitary condition and water supply of the schools
in the area are satisfactory. On being notified of cases of the
dangerous infectious diseases the Medical Officer of Health
visits the school coneerned, inspects the scholars and exeludes
certain of them if this is found to be necessary. The co-operation
of the school teachers is always valuable and mueh useful
information is obtained from them when endeavouring to trace
the origin of an outhreal. "

Offensive Trades.—There are no offensive trades in the distriet
within the meaning of Seetion 107 of the Public Health Aet,
1936.
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HOUSING.

The particulars given below are in the form required
annually by the Minister of Health :—

I. Inspection of Dwelling-houses during the year:—

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected
for housing defects (under Public Health or
Housing Aets) ... e

(b) Number of inspections made for this purpose 410

(2) (a) Number of dwelling-houses (included under
Sub-head (1) above) which were inspected
and recorded under the Housing Consolidated
Regulations, 1925 and 1952 ... a7

(b) Number of inspections made for this purpose a7

(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state
so dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit
for human habitation 1

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding Sub-head) found
not to be in all respects reasonably fit for human
habitation a7

II. Remedy of defects during the year without service
of formal notices :—
Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in
consequence of informal aection by the loecal
Authority or their Officers ... 34

IT1. Action under Statutory Powers during the Year :—

A. Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16
of the Housing Aet, 1936 .—
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which notices were served requiring
repairs —
(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were
rendered fit after service of formal
notices :—
(a) By owners —

(b) By loeal Aul,hnr:t:; in d-:*fauit nf
Owners ... .-
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e e——

B. Proceedings under Public Health Acts:—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which notices were served requiring
defects to be remedied

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which
defects were remedied after service of
formal notices :—

(a) By Owners
(b) By local Authority in default of
Owners

C. Proceedings under Sectiong 11 and 13 of the
Housing Aet, 1936 :—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which Demolition Orders were made ...

(2) Number of dwelling-houses demolished
in pursuance of Demolition Orders

D. Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing
Aet, 1936 :—

(1) Number of separate tenements or under-
ground rooms in respect of which Closing
Orders were made ...

(2) Number of separate tenements or under-
ground rooms in respeet of whiech Closing
Orders were determined, the tenement
or room having been rendered fit

IV. Housing Aect, 1936—Part IV.—Overerowding :—

(a) (1) Number of dwelling-houses over-
crowded at the end of the year

(2) Number of families dwelling therein
(3) Number of persons dwelling therein

(b) Number of new cases of overecrowding
reported during the year

(e) (1) Number of cases of overerowding
relieved during the year

(2) Number of persons econcerned in
such cases

11
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(d) Particulars of any cases in which
dwelling-houses have aguin become over-
crowded after the Loeal Authority have
taken steps for the abatement of over-
erowding ot

(e) Any other particulars with respeet to
overcrowding eonditions upon which the
Medical Officer of Health may consider
it desirable to report :

Number of new houses erected during the Year:.—
(1) By Local Authority—
With Btate Assistance—

(a) Rehousing under Hmusmg Act, 1936
(b) Overcrowding
(¢) Other o
Without State Assistance ...
(2) By other bodies or persons—

(a) With State Assistance
(b) Without State Assistance ..

180

67

The position with regard to the number of dwelling-houses
built or in eourse of erection by the Council up to December 81st,

1938, is as follows :—

Built under 1919 Aect ... 58
o N AT
i ,» 1936 ,, e 1B

Total 388

The 180 houses built by the Counecil under the Housing Aet,

1956, during 1938, were distributed as follows :—

Cheddon Fitzpaine ... 4  North Curry
Churchstanton kel Sl Norton Fitzwarren
Creech St. Michael ... 16 Pitminster
Curland 2 Thernfaleon
Bishops Hull 28 Ruishton 4
Bishops Lydeard AR 1 Btoke St. Gregory
Bagborough ... v 1 8 Stoke St. Mary

Kingston i | West Monkton ...

26
16
(3
4
12
14
4
14
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Housing (Financial Provisions) Act, 1938.—Under this Act the
varying Exchequer and rate econtributions payable for the
different purposes of the Housing Acts of 1930 and 1935 will be
replaced as from the beginning of the year 1939 by uniform
rates of contribution applicable alike -to all those purposes,
whether in conneetion with the re-housing of persons displaced
in pursuance of demolition orders, closing orders, and ciearance
and improvement operations, or with a view to overcrowding.
But an important part of the Aet is that the eontribution is in
favour of houses built for the needs of the agrieultural popula-
tion, so that the rents charged will be within the eapacity of
the agricultural workers’ wages. The Exchequer grant for this
purpose will be £10 a year for 40 years, increased to £12 a
year in exceptional circumstances. The grant for other
purposes will be £5 10s. 0d. per house per annum for 40 years,
inereased to £6 10s. Od. where the level of working elass rents
is substantially below the average for the particular distriet
and the finaneial resources of the district are small in relation
to the housing work to be done. A large number of claims
were sent in by Parish Councils during the vear, for houses for
their agricultural population, but many of the elaims could not
be approved as the elaimants did not come within the meaning
of agricultural workers. The Counecil have decided to build
28 houses in the following Parishes :—

Bishops Hull el North Curry e
Bishops Lydeard 5  Stoke St. Gregory ... 4
Combe Florey ses ol Thornfaleon S
Pitminster el Trull S

Housing (Rural Workers) Acts, 1926:1935.—These Acts have heen
further amended by the Housing (Rural Workers) Amendmen®
Aet, 1938, which extends the provisions of the Aets until 30th
September, 1942. Grants up to two-thirds of the cost of the
works, with a maximum of £100 per dwelling, are still available
for the renovation of suitable dwellings. Applications are made
to the Somerset County Couneil. Grants of lump sumrs under
the Acts may now be paid by instalments as the reconditioning
progresses. Under the above Aets. applications in respeet of
21 houses (compared with 61 in 1936 and 39 during 1937) were
received and considered during the vear. The results of the
applications are as follows:—8ix houses have been completed ;
8 houses are being reconditioned without the aid of the grant:
5 applications are in abeyvance, and two honges have works in
progress. :
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

Milk Supply.—The usual routine work connected with safeguard-
ing the milk supply has been carried out. This includes the
inspection of farms and dairies, the examination of samples for
bacterial econtent and for tubercle bacilli, the administration of
the Milk and Dairies Order, 1926, and the Milk (Special
Designations) Orders, 1936 and 1938. No legal aetion was
necessary during the year,

Milk and Dairies Order, 1926.—The registers which have to be
kept under this Order show as follows:—

Number of Producers on the Register ... s LT
Number of Distributors on the Register divided as follows :—
(a) Distributors only ... 12
(b) Distributors who are also Producers ... 27

For the purposes of the veterinary inspection of cattle, lists of
retail and wholesale producers are sent to the County Medieal
Officer of Health. During the year, 351 inspections were made
to milk produeing premises, and the following summary shows
the work done :—

No. of Registered Premises (383 in 1937) ... T
No. of Inspections to these £ 351
No. of new sheds and floors, ete., obtained 15
No. of new sterilising and ecoling plants obtained g
No. of samples of milk taken Swe LR

Owing to the existence of Foot-and-Mouth Diseaze amongst
cattle, fewer samples of milk were taken during the vear com-
pared with 1937.

Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1936 and 1938.—Under this
Order, the following licences are in force in the IDistriet and
issued by the County Couneil :—

Licences: Tuberculin Tested producers ... I <
Aceredited producers ... P
In addition, there is one Bupplementary Licence issued by the

Loeal Authority for the sale of Pasteurised Milk in the District
but whieh is not porduced therein.
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The analytical results of the 120 samples of milk taken and
examined by the County Bacteriologist are as follows :—

1

| | |
No. of |No. found No, found |Percentage

Designation. | Samples | satisfac- | unsatis- | unsatis-
: taken. tory. factory. | factory.
: |I PRSI T | | SSC I S L
Tuberculin Tested ... 51 37 14 27.45
Accredited ... e 2 51 28 25 45,09
Examined for tubercle bacilli 18 17 1 5.55
120 82 38 31.66

These results are far from good.

Tuberculosis Order, 1925.—Six cows had to be slaughtered during
the yvear under this Order, and one of the six was the result of
milk sampling.

Meat and other Foods.—The usual inspections of meat and of
slanghterhouses were carried out under the Public Health
(Meat Regulations) Orders, 1924-1935. No legal aetion was
necessary to be taken during the vear under Seetion 117,
Public Health Aet, 1875.

There are 32 licensed slaughterhouses in the Distriet, and
the Sanitary Inspectors made 315 visits to them.

Under the Slaughter of Animals Aet, 1933, the Humane
Killer is in use in the Distriet (Seetion 1) and slaughtermen are
licensed by the Local Authority (Seetion 3).

There is no Meat Marking Scheme in foree in the Distviet
under Part II1. of the Regulations of 1924,

The {following table summarises the resullts of meat
mmspeetions during the year:—
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Carcases Inspected and Condemned.

! i i
| Cattle | L | Sheep |
lexcluding Cows. | Calves. | and | Pigs.
Cows. i Lambs. |
N— — . - I---_-— —— i -
Number killed (if known) - - | — =i e
=t P l_..-_ : _= |
| |
Number inspected «| 220 | 118 1 397 | 816 | Teé
s — el
All diseases except | :
Tuberculosis. - -
Whole carcases | i ; ‘ |
condemned ... s - | I 1 | 4 21
| | | |
O e e
Carcases of which snmc| l i
part or organ was con- |
demned 2 g 2 | - | 21 149
] I | (]
- | B I I
Percentage of the number |
inspected affected with i
disease  other than
Tuberculosis = 3.49 847 | 025 3.06 21.62

e — | e - |

Tuberculosis only. . '
Whole carcases | _ |

condemmned ... 3 81 = |.= | &8
Carcases of which some

part or organ was con- . '

demned 4 s [y /A N SOt [ e 132
Percentage of the number | |

inspected affected with :

Tuberculosis ... i 4.05 18.64 i R | s 19.72

No condemnations of other foods were made during the vear.

Bakehouses.—There are 21 Bakehouses in the Distriet and 35
inspections were made to them. BSeventeen bakehouses now
draw their water supply from public mains.

Chemical and Bacteriological Examination of Food.—The County
Couneil undertakes this work. With the exeeption of samples
of milk, no other foods were sent to the County Laboratory for
examination during the year.
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The ﬂr]nmustmtmu of the }-ectmv and Workshop ﬂ-:-,t
1901, and the Factories Act, 1937 (which superseded the Act
of 1901 on 1st July, 1938).

1.—luspectiuns for purposes of provisions as to health, including
1115[)r;=1:,11m1:-1 made by BSanitary an[:ecturb —

e i —

Number of
Premises. Ty | Written | Occupiers
| ADSpeclions- | Notices. | prosecuted.
) B )/ (4)
Factories with mechanical power 6 0 0
Factories without mechanical power ... a9 b 0
+Other Premises under the Act (in- .
cluding works of building and {
engineering construction but not’
including outworkers’ premises) ... 27 1 0
-
TOTAL ... ' 72 6 | 0
+ Electrical Stations should be reckoned as factories. R
2.—Defects Found. :
Number of Defects Number of
; | offences in
i | ' respect to
Particulars. i ' Referred which

Found. Remedied. to H.M. | Prosveu-
Insvector. tions were

_ | instituted.
(1 S S ) S B
Want of cleanliness (S.1) 0 0 0 0
Overcrowding (S. 2) ... 0 0 0 0
Unreasonable temperature
(5. 3) 0 0 0 . 0
Inadequate ventilation ... :
(S. 4) 0 0 0 f 0
Ineffective drainage of |
floors (5. 6) ... Rl 0 0 0 0
Sanitary Conveniences ‘
(8.7)—
Insufficient o 3 3 0 0
'nsuitable or defective 2 2 0 0
Not separate for sexes 0 0 0 0
*Other offences i & 2
Torar ... ‘ 9 a 0 0

—

—_—— —

* Not including ufﬁ:m es r-:!uim:r to Home Work or offences under thc
Sections mentioned in the {'}Illtdtlll to the Ministry of Health (Factories
and Workshops Transfer of Powers) Order, 1921, and re-enacted in the
Third Schedule to the Factories Act, _937.
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Outwork in Unwholeseme Premises.—No action was found
necessary to be taken during the year.

Prevalence of, and Control over, Infectious Diseases.

The total number of cases of notifiable Infectious Diseases,
not ineluding tuberculosis, was 48. The table below specifies
the diseases, age distribution, and number of cases admitted to
Hospital :—

No. of Cases Notified.

Disease. At Ages——Years. g4
°

At | “é
all 0-1  1-5 5-15 15-25 25-45 45-65 65 up. Zﬂ s

_|Ages. il 1
Ecaﬂl‘.‘t FE“'BP e wes :’: g i — 6 —= E | ?
Diphtheria = ... o |14 — — 1 3 — — i 14
Evepparsl Poresi. . |l G0 — — — =0 S L — 2
Erysipelas TN TS T SR B N R v
Pneamonia we | B0 — 1 1 1 B o - e
ToTAL e |48 — 1. 18 4 13 g 3 25

i

Of the 14 eases of notified Diphtheria, 12 of them oceurred
in one Institution, and the 13th case was a milk roundsman to
the Institution; he was a contact and was not the originator
of the outbreak; the remaining case was not connected with
the outbreak. -

As the Distriet is one of the constifuent Authorities
forming the Taunton and District Joint Isolation Hospital
Hospital Board, a summary of the cases treated therein and
the Annual Report are attached to the end of this Report.

Immunisation against Diphtheria.—The County Counecil initiated
a scheme for Immunisation against Diphillﬁliﬂ during Oetober,
1938. Broadly speaking, the scheme is to provide immunisa-
tion for two categories of children, namely (a) the pre-school
child, i.e., for children under the age of 5 years, and (b) the
sehool L:hih:l.
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(a) The scheme provides for the pre-school child being
immunised by the private Medieal Practitioner of the area;
the immunising material to be used is Alum precipitated Toxoid
—abbreviated by the letters A.P.T.—obtainable free on appli-
cation to the County Council. The dosage of the A.P.T. is
0.1 e.e. for the first dose, to be followed by a second dose of
0.5 c.e. after an interval of 4 weeks. Medical practitioners
have to keep a record of each ease immunised on a record eard
supplied by the County Couneil, which they return to that
Authority after completion and signature. A small fee of 5/-
is paid by the County Council for each ease immunised by the
two doses. Immunisation is recommended from the ninth
month onwards. No particulars are available as to the number
of pre-school children immunised under this part of the scheme
during the three months of its existence.

(b) This part of the scheme provides for the immunisation
of children of school age by the medical staff of the County
Couneil. The immunisation is with the same material, A.P.T.,
the same dosage and interval between the doses. but the cost
of the material is borne by the Loeal Authority in whose area
the school ehildren belong, an expense sanctioned by the
Minister of Health under Seetion 177 (1) of the Publiec Health
Act, 1936. This part of the County Council’s scheme must
necessarily proceed by stages. No figures are available as to
the number immunised.

easles Serum.—The Local Authority have not been advised to
take any aection in regard to the use of Measles Serum for
prophylaxis or attenuation. The extending use of the new
drug known as M. & B. 693 has done a very great deal in re-
ducing and mitigating the more common ecomplications of
measles.

Prevention of Blindness.

No arrangements have been made by the loeal Authoritv

with respeet to the prevention of Blindness under Seet. 176

of

the Public Health Aect, 1936. Cases of Ophthalmia

Neonatorum are admitted to the Isolation Hospital for treatment,
when necessary, under the County Council Scheme—no cuases
oceurred in the distriet during the year.
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TUBERCULOSIS.
New Cases and Mortality during 1938.

Particulars of those occurring in the area are tabled in the
form required by the Ministry of Health :—

— - ———— e

| New Cases. | [}galhs-_
Ages in Years. il Resp’tory. [ Non-Resp. | Resp’tory. | Non-Resp.
b B w2l e s e
TR R R GER RER B  E E
1—5 il == == - — = = = T
e TR R R (R S R [ S PR S
10— 15 S — - — -_ | = e == 2
15 — 20 3T | = b = - — sac e
20— 25 iz | [k — A e o cofs
o R TR T R o e S
L S e s | ol il SR
45 — 55 == L e 1 1| —
e R (S S Bl et L T e T
65 and up .. v | — — o R (e et 1 A 2
| |
i - |
7 7 — 2 | 3 | 1] 1 L

The Tuberculosis Register shows that at the end of the year
there were residing in the Distriet 87 cases of Pulmonary Tuber-
culosis and 42 cases of non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis.

No action had to be taken under the Public Health
(Prevention of Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1925, relating to persons
suffering from Pulmonary Tuberculosis employed in the milk
trade, or under Section 172 of the Publiec Health Aect, 1936,
relating to the ecompulsory removal to Hospital of persons
suffering from Tuberculosis.
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Comments, etc., on the Summary of Cases treated in the
Isolation Hospital.

The admissions have been allocated to the various Sanitary
Distriets from which the cases were derived, but they were not
in all cases chargeable to those Distriets. For convenience, an
abstract of these cases iz shown in the following Tables :—

| =
; % | %
g | £ s
S £ e | 5%

- - = ; = : E E fﬂ' = 2

District. i) B ] = o = ~ Z

- s B | =2 w4 @

|la=a| & | £S5 | = ZE a

BE = = E & -

SR g |55 | Fd| &= =

EE| 2 | 5 |=Z2 |EE| E&35

i R | R = 39| B il =

== h | A O | Ee | - S0D | .
Taunton R.D. ...| 25 | 1 2 — — | 26 | 1,209
Wellington R.D...| __ | __ 1 1 | 2 { 34
Bridgwater R.D...| — | — | 1 1 - 2 42
Dulverton R.D....| — S 1 1 5 38
Chﬂrd R..D. LR — = 1 — —_— 1 23
Langport R.D, ..., — = 2 - i 2 46
Bridgwater I.D... —— — 5 2 3 10 191
[ 23 1 13 5 4 46 1,588

-

Deaths.—Two deaths oecurred during the year, one from
Whooping Cough and Pneumonia admitted in a moribund
condition and dying four hours after admission, and the other
from Enterie Fever three days after admission from Cerebral
Toxwmia.

Operations.—Two were performed by the Board's Surgeon for
the enucleation of Tonsils and Adenoids from two patients who
were persistent Diphtheria ecarriers.

Puerperal Sepsis.—In May the Hospital was open to receive these
cases. BSince then fifteen cases were admitted, and discharged
completely cured. Their average days of residence for each
case was 24.05.
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TAUNTON AND DISTRICT JOINT ISOLATION HOSPITAL.
SUMMARY of CASES TREATED, etc., and ANALYSIS of ADMISSIONS to the Isolation Hospital

-

during the Twelve Months ended 31st December, 1938,
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